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1.0 Introduction to Glorious Gardens 

Glorious Gardens was a two-year pilot project (2015-17) to research and record historic gardens and 

designed landscapes in two areas of Scotland.  The project focused on properties which are not listed in 

the Historic Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes, but which still retain evidence for 

their development and have some conservation value.   

One strand of the pilot project, funded by Historic Environment Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund, 

focused on gardens and designed landscapes (GDLs) in the Clyde & Avon Valley Landscape Partnership 

(CAVLP) area while a separate strand, funded by Historic Environment Scotland (HES), studied properties 

in the Falkirk local authority area.  

The  Glorious Gardens pilot project was initiated and managed by Scotland's Garden and Landscape 

Heritage, who contracted Northlight Heritage to recruit, train and support groups of volunteers to 

conduct the research and produce reports on properties in each area during 2015-2017. 

This report has been written by Maureen McKeown with Kathryn Valentine, the volunteers who 

conducted the research and survey work.  The assessment of significance (section 7) was conducted by 

Northlight Heritage based on their findings. 

2.0 Introduction to Jerviswood 

Jerviswood is within the Parish of Lanark and sits high above the Mouse Water. The gently undulating 

landscape of the Mouse Valley is deeply cut through by the river, with steep gorges and ancient mixed 

woodland on its steep slopes.  

The original property at Jerviswood was a 15th or 16th century square tower house, some ruins of which 

can still be seen.  The current Jerviswood House (NGR: NS 88376 45514) was built next to the older 

building in the early 17th century for the Baillie family and ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀƛǊŘΩǎ Ƙouse of that 

period.  It was bought by the McRae family in the late 1990s and it remains their home.  Jerviswood 

House is category A Listed.  Cleghorn Glen is both a National Nature Reserve (NNR) and a site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI).  The estate is in multiple ownership by Scottish Natural Heritage and various 

private owners. 

Name Designation Grade ID  Web link 

Jerviswood Listed 
building 

A LB13053 http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB13053 

Cleghorn 
Glen 
Woodlands  

NNH NA NA http://www.snh.gov.uk 

Cleghorn 
Glen 

SSSI NA 364 http://www.snh.gov.uk 
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3.0 Methods 

The study followed the project methodology, as detailed in the Glorious Gardens Method Statement (see 

project archive, held at the National Record of the Historic Environment maintained by HES).  

It involved the consultation of key historic maps, aerial photographs, local and national archives, and 

databases of heritage assets and statutory designations.  The results were entered on a Property 

Information form, hosted on a secure server, to ensure a consistent level of recording. 

The desk-based research was followed by a systematic walkover survey in January 2017 to identify and 

record surviving components and key elements of the historic designed landscape.  The survey employed 

a recording system designed for the project that combines written field notes, tablet-based data capture 

and photography.  All data gathered during the project are available for consultation as part of the 

Glorious Gardens archive, held at the National Monuments Record of Scotland maintained by HES.  The 

sources consulted are listed in section 7. 

The information gathered has been synthesised to establish a baseline understanding of the 

development of the designed landscape and its current state, including its overall structure, surviving 

components and conservation opportunities. 

4.0  Desk-based research results 

4.1  Historic maps 

Jerviswood appears on maps from the late 16th century onward.  This section summarises the changes to 

the designed landscape which are captured on each of the more informative historic maps.  Section 6 

draws out further evidence from the maps as it relates to specific components of the landscape. 
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Illus 2:  Pont's Glasgow and the Country of Lanark (Pont 34) (1593-96). 

 

The name ΨWŜǊǾƛǎǿƻƻŘΩ can be seen in an approximation of its correct position - above the Mouse 

²ŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ōŀƴƪ ǘƻ Ψ[ƻƪƪŀǊǘ aƛƭƭΩ ό[ƻŎƪƘŀǊǘ aƛƭl).  Above the name is drawn a tower house 

with four floors and two-storey wings on each side.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ΨWŜǊǾƛǎǿƻƻŘΩΦ  It has been 

interpreted as such in the 1654 Blaeu Atlas of Lower Clydesdale that used Pont as its source.   
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Illus 3:  Roy's Military Survey of Scotland (1747-55) (©British Library). 

 

Jerviswood (the actual spelling used on the map is hard to decipher) sits within a broad bend 

in the Mouse Water and is shown as a group of buildings. It is unclear which mark represents 

the house and which are the ancillary buildings.  The property is almost encircled by woodland 

- one side covers the steep bank of Mouse Water as it curves around the house and the other 

runs from south-west to east.  Both arms of this woodland still exist.   

There are two tree-lined drives to the house - one running south-east to north-west and 

another, slightly narrower road running south-west at right angles from the first.  It has been 

difficult to connect these approaches to the modern-day road layout.  The smaller road 

probably forms part of what is now Bellefield Road and seems to join up with the Medieval 

route out of Lanark from the Wide Close.  This was the main connection north prior to the 

creation of Hope Street in the 1830s.  The other drive section seems not to connect with any 

road but to lead to fields.  On later maps, this section leads to Cleghorn Road (the A706), a 

continuation from Hope Street, but as this road did not yet exist the route from Lanark to 

Cleghorn Bridge seems to be present-day Stanmore Road.  Therefore, the purpose of the 

wider avenue to Jerviswood is not clear.   

It is interesting to see the number of enclosed fields to the south-east of Jerviswood.  wƻȅΩǎ 
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map was the first to depict this shift to enclosed cultivation.  The majority of the land is shown 

(by parallel black lines) as under cultivation and is unenclosed, although some areas are 

enclosed by trees or hedges.  ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ WŜǊǾƛǎǿƻƻŘ ƛǎ ΨWŜǊǾƛǎǿƻƻŘ 5ȅƪŜΩΦ  This is the 

original name of Jerviswood Mains farm. 

This 1793 map gives us no new information to that on Roy's Military map of 1747-55.  

However, the detail is easier to see.  For example, the road or track running south-east from 

the house is clearly used to access fields.  It was presumably extended to provide an approach 

to the house from the east when the new road from Lanark to Cleghorn was built (see Forrests 

1816 map below).  The markings to the north of the house may relate to Cunning Willie's Mill. 

Illus 4:  Roy's Plan of the Roman station called Castle-ŘȅƪŜǎΧΤ tƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ŀƴŀǊƪΧ  

(1793) (©British Library). 

 

This 1793 map gives us no new information to that on Roy's Military Survey of 1747-55 (illus 

3), but the detail is easier to see.  The road leading south-east from the house is clearly used 

to access fields.  It was presumably extended to provide an approach to the house from the 

east when the new road from Lanark to Cleghorn was built (see illus 6).  The features to the 

north of the house may relate to Cunning Willie's Mill. 
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Illus 5:  Ross's A Map of the Shire of Lanark, North-east Section (1773). 

 

hƴ wƻǎǎΩǎ мтто ƳŀǇΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛƭƭŀǊȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻt shown and we see Jarvieswood [sic] as a (small) 

mansion house rather than a tower house.  The house is shown as surrounded by woodland but no 

drives or approaches are depicted.  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ƻƴ wƻȅΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ-day Stanmore 

Road is shown here with dotted lines, suggesting a minor roadway or track. 
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Illus 6:  Forrest's (1816) The County of Lanark from Actual Survey. 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨWŀǊǾƛǎǿƻƻŘΩ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƻƴ CƻǊǊŜǎǘΩǎ мумс ƳŀǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀǎ .ŀillie Esq.  !ǎ ƻƴ wƻǎǎΩǎ мтто ƳŀǇΣ ǘƘŜ 

Tower House has gone, replaced by a mansion house on the same location.  There seems to be a 

garden area on the south side of the house.  ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ wƻȅΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǊŜƳŀƛƴΣ ŀǎ 

do the two approaches to the house.  However, we see the larger, tree-lined drive end at what is now 

Cleghorn Road, and it takes a sharp, right-angled turn up to the house itself.  There is also a track 

ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜƎƘƻǊƴ wƻŀŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ψ/ǳƴƴƛƴƎ ²ƛƭƭƛŜΩǎ aƛƭƭΩΦ  Neither this track nor the mill 

were depicted on earlier maps.  Ψ5ȅƪŜΩ ς present-day Jerviswood Mains ς is now recognisably in its 

modern position beside the Cleghorn Road. 

 

  
























































