-- - - - · -·.... -":"'.!'- --

- .-..:x:o::: .• "-·-

Historic

ST ANDREWS
, the archaeological implications
of development

Anne Turner Simpson
Sylvia Stevenson
Department of Archaeology,

Scottish Burgh Survey

1981
University of Glasgow

...... ~.:=~ -:'"

CONTENTS

PREFACE
HISTORY
Introduction
Historical background.
Burgh morphology.
Buildings.

Page
Page
Page
Page

1.
1.
5.
8.

ARCHAEOLOGY
Summary and recommendations
Previous work
Archaeological problems
Early settlement
Town defences
Town plan.
Early buildings and materials.
Parish churches.
The Fifteenth-century church of Holy
Trinity
The Culdees and the church of St.Mary.
The Augustinian Priory.
The Dominican House.
The Franciscan Friary.
The Carmelite House.
The Chapels.
The Hospitals.
The Castle.
The University.
The Harbour.

Page 13.
Page 16.
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page

20.
21.
23. ·
25.
27.

Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page

29.
30.
31.
33.
35.
36.
37.
38.
40.
42.
43.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Page 46.

CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

Page 49.

MAPS.

PREFACE
This report of the history and archaeology of the former burgh of
St.Andrews is one of a series of such reports on the historic ~owns
of Scotland. The reports have been commissioned by the Ancient Monuments Inspectorate of the Scottish Development Department with a view
to providing the necessary background information upon which to base
a policy for urban research in the future. They are also aimed at
providing local authority planning departments with the historical
and archaeological information necessary to enable them to assess
the archaeol~gical implications of any planning applications.
Each report contains an historical report compiled by Anne Turner
Simpson with an archaeological report and a series of illustrative
plans compiled by Sylvia Stevenson and drawn by Sheila Taylor. The
reports attempt to identify those areas within the burghs which were
developed at various periods of their history up to approximately
1800, and to locate within those areas sites which are of particular
historical importance. Areas of 19th century growth and modern suburbs have not been examined.
The survey team would like to acknowledge the help and support of
Fife District Council: Mr. P.G. Hutchinson, Director of Physical
Planning, north-east Fife District Council, and members of his staff,
specifically Mr. J. Hanson and Mr. Birrell; the staff of the Archaeology Division of the Ordnance Survey, Edinburgh; and the Historic
Buildings Branch of the Scottish Development Department; Mr. J.
Kenworthy, Dr. R.G. Cant and Mr. N. Brooks, from whom much help was
given, also Miss Sara Stevenson of the Print Room, Scottish National
Portrait Gallery, for drawing our attention to the D.O.Hill and R.
Adamson photographic prints of St.Andrews. The survey team would .
also like to acknowledge the assistance of Professor Leslie Alcock
and Mr. Eric Talbot who supervised the project at Glasgow University.
Note:- The views exp-ressed herein are those of the survey team freely
given, and do not necessarily represent official policy.

Cover:- The Coat of Arms of the burgh of St.Andrews as depicted in
Bute, MacPhail and Lonsdale, 1897,352.
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History
INTRODUCTION
Site: St. Andrews is pleasantly situated on the cliff· -bound
shoreline of north-eastern Fife. The medieval burgh lies on a
wedge-shaped plateau lying between the sea and the valley of the
Kinness Burn (Cant, 1971, 4). A cathedral city, a university town,
a golf resort; St. Andrews has remained through its long history a
fairly small, compact and self-contained settlement. In addition
to the Kinness Burn another burn flows to the north of the town,
skirting the edge of the golf links. The River Eden forms the
northern boundary of the parish entering the North Sea about l~
miles (0·93 km) north of St. Andrews.
_Place-Name: The burgh was named in honour of Scotland's medieval
patron saint. That name supplanted the Dark Age place-name Kilrimont,
a bastardisation of Cennrigmonaid (head of the king's mount) first
on record in the eighth century.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Burgh Status: Before 1144 St. Andrews was founded as a non-royal
burgh by Bishop Robert (1121-1159) by leave of King David .I.Although
not a royal burgh until 1620, it attended the general council in
1357 and was active in Parliament from 1456 (Pryde, 1965, 37~ 66).
Conventi ona1 Hi story :· It can no 1onger be accepted that the
shadowy eastern bishop and saint, Regulus, brought the relics of
St. Andrews to Kilrimont in the eighth century. What ever may be
the truth, there is no doubt that through the next eight centuries,
the real or imagined relics of St. Andrew were held in great veneration. Faithful pilgrims went to worship at the shrine, to witness
miracles, or to have their ailments cured.
In the early tenth century, the administrative centre of the church
had moved from Dunke.ld to Kilrimont (St. Andrews). Constantine, King
of Scots (900-943), had abdicated to become abbot of the Culdee community there. After the foundation of the Augustinian Priory in

-21144, the Culdee community (which numbered thirteen at that time),
was assimilat~d or gradually died out and by 1250 this community,
with its prior, had been formalised as a college of secular canons
(Cowan and Easson, 1969, 49-50). As the Culdee community faded,
so too did the place-name Kilrimont. From the mid-twelfth century,
St. Andrews was the usual name of the bishop's burgh.
When the burgh was founded, Kilrimont was a settlement on the head1and between the Kinness Burn and the sea cliffs (Cant, 1971, 3).
Kilrimont owed its origins to the Culdee community and became the
primary religious centre of the kingdom of Scotia. Its early charters allowed St. Andrews burgesses to have the same rights as the
king's burgesses 'no matter to what port they may put in' (RRS, i,
213-4). From the beginning, therefore, overseas contacts were important. The first provost of the burgh was a Fleming (Roger, 1849,
179), and another royal charter mentions the French, Flemish, English
and Scots both within and without the burgh (RRS, i, 260). St. Andrews was, however, occasionally referred to as a villa or toun in
twelfth and thirteenth century charters, burgus only became the more
usual designation in the fourteenth century (Anderson, 1911, 3~4).
Edward I on his campaign northwards in 1296 apparently visited 'the
citie of Seynt Andrew'. A Scottish chronicler alleges that he wasted the town, but this has not been substantiated (Roger, 1849, 30).
The bishop at the time (Lamberton) gave his support to Edward I or
the Bruce faction as it suited his temper, interest or convenience.
In June 1306, Edward I pressed for his arrest, stating that Lamberton
had 'done him all the mischief in his power ••• and joined his enemies'
(RCAM, 1933, xxxviii). He obviously remained loyal to Robert I, for
in 1318 when the great cathedral was finally consecrated, the king
and many of his courtiers were in attendance.
St. Andrews does not appear to have taken an active role in the second
phase of the Wars of Independence. After 1322 the bishopric remained
vacant for nine years until 1341. The Episcopal burgh and a royal
burgh came into conflict in th~ 1360s when St. Andrews found itself
in dispute with Cupar. Cupar had obtained a charter of privileges
and this, they supposed, should have excluded the burgesses of St.
Andrews from the right of trading in their burgh, free of impost,
which the latter had always exercised in virtue of their older
charter.
To this restriction, the bishop and his burgesses
refused to submit.
Litigation ensued and in 1369 the case
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was decided in favour of St. Andrews which was therefore allowed
to buy and sell wool, hides and other articles of traffic 'as
formerly within the limits of Cupar' (Lyon, 1843, i, 17).
Although· St. Andrews did participate in overseas trade, it was not
among the top-ranking burghs of the east coast. For example, a
national taxation organised for burghs north of the Forth in 1483
shows that St. Andrews was stented ilO tax, while Dundee and Aberdeen both paid over i26 and Perth £22. Cupar on the other hand,
was stented at only i6 13s 4d and Crail i2 (RCRB, i, 543). Poor
harbour facilities may well have contributed to St. Andrews relatively low status as an overseas trading port (Millar, 1895, ii,
316-7). In an attempt to encourage foreign trade, Bishop Kennedy
(1440-1466) had constructed a great vessel, the St. Salvator. The
ship had a fairly short career as it sank in 1472. Bishop Kennedy
also helped stem· the export trade of one valuable commodity Scottish scholars. In 1450, he founded St. Salvator's College following on the 1418/19 establishment of the College of St. John.
Henry VIII's 'rough wooing' of the 1540s brought d~ama to the streets
of St. Andrews. Plans for the invasion of Scotland (in an attempt to
break her French alliance) had been laid in England and included the
instruction 'to turne upset down the cardinalles town of St. Andrews
sparing no creatu.r e alive within the same' (Donaldson, 1965, 69).
Henry's one long-term success, however, had been the murder of the
Cardinal Archbishop Beaton (Donaldson, 1965, 74-5). A combination
of revulsion against Beaton the man, Beaton the denouncer of Protestants, and Beaton the Francophile led to his being murdered in
St. Andrews Castle in May 1546. The conspirators, mostly a group
of pro-English Fife lairds, held out for over a year against the
forces of the French Queen - Mary of Guise.
In the changes wrought by the Reformation, St. Andrews was particularly involved. Its two friaries were sacked, and the Cathedral
was allowed to decay. A century later it was remarked that formerly
it had 'bene bigger', but that it continued to be 'proud in the
ruins of her former magnificence and in being yet a seat for the
muses' (RCAM, 1933, xl). In the Cromwellian era, protests were made
concerning the total decay of trade and the assessments placed on
the burgh as well as the cost of quartering troops. St. Andrews,
position on the ·stent roll did fall significantly from £410 in 1556,
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to £72 in 1695 (Kirk, 1954, 148).
In 1696 St. Andrews University considered very strongly the possibility of moving to Perth. An essay written by a professor outlining reasons for the move indicates a number of .worries regarding
the state of the burgh. Some complaints are timeless. The victuals
there were said to be dearer than 'anywhere else'. This included
meat and drink of all sorts. Consumer goods were scarce and they
had to send to Edinburgh to get such basic products as shoes, clothes
and hats. The burgh was denounced simply as a village 'where most
part farmers dwell ••• the whole streets are filled with dunghills
which are exceedingly noisome and ready to infect the air' (Young,
1969, 203). However, negotiations with the provost and community
of Perth broke down and St. Andrews University remained in its seacoast town to face an uncertain and unhealthy monetary future.
Descriptions of the eighteenth-century burgh vary, but it is clear
that it was a quiet, urban backwater. One observer in 1732 noted
that 'the city ••• is only a shadow of what it has been. The streets
show grass as pavement' and 'the ruins have an air of grandeur'
(Knight, 1903, 16). Another writer commented that its spires gave
the burgh an air of vast magnificence, but upon entering the town
'such a dreary solitude lay before us that it formed the perfect idea
of having been laid to waste by pestilence' (Knight, 1903, 17). Dr.
Johnson on his famous perambulation of Scotland visited St. Andrews
and also drew a caustic portrait of the . place 'which only history
shows to have once flourished'. Bishop Pococke in his 1760 visit
was very much kinder to his surroundings even observing that the burn
to the south of the town might be of great use in carrying on manufacture and noting the burgh's three broad streets (Kemp, 1887, 266).
The contributors to the Old Statistical Account of the 1790s, noted
that there were no manufactures in the burgh, but did maintain that the
air was pure and the streets spacious and open. Coupled with that, there
was a spirit of enterprise which had grown with improvements to the harbour. Although the population had declined from the 1755 census of Dr.
Webster, the list of craftsmen working in the burgh clearly shows a
wide cross-section. In addition to weavers, bakers, masons, carpenters, tailors and shoemakers, St. Andrews boasted a watchmaker, two
. workers in brass, three glovers,'two tinsmiths and a saddler (Withrington (ed.), 1978, x, 710). The main industry of the town at this
period was the manufacture of leather-covered golf balls. There is
little mention of golf-club manufacture until well into the nineteenth
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century (Anderson, 1911, 11).
BURGH MORPHOLOGY
Street Layout: In recent years. much work has been done on the
topography of medieval St. Andrews. The tools used have been
documentary research, archaeological excavation and intelligent
guesswork. It is not an easy problem to solve, and years of research lie ahead. On the surface, the problem is a simple one:
three or four roughly parallel streets converging on the cathedral
with a series of narrow streets and wynds connecting each. But
the question to be answered is - to what extent did either formal
planning or natural growth shape the burgh.
The main thesis proposed by Brooks and Whittington in a paper
published in the 1970s is that the medieval town grew in a series
of four planned stages. The first area of settlement of the burgh
comprised only North and South Streets, which were separated by a
back lane and eventually fanned out as the stages of planning moved
west, so that at the western end of the town the distance between
them was six times as great as that between them at the front of
the cathedral (Brooks and Whittington, n.d., 13, 3-4). The back
lane of North and South Street eventually became Market Street,
the main market area of the burgh. The Dominican and Franciscan
Friaries marked the western extent of the burgh, and both figured
in the final phases of development.
R. G. Cant, on the other hand, does not accept this theory wholly.
From a charter of Bishop Richard (1163 x 1178) it appears that the
nucleus of the early burgh lay just to the west of the cathedral,
running north and south along Castle Street, perhaps also with the
adjacent parts of North Street (Cant, 1971, 3). One view of the
development of the burgh is that North Street and South Street are
of equal date with a great market street developing between. Cant
dismisses this by stating 'the argument against this is not the
remarkable size of the square, but the fact that the area lay outside the jurisdiction of the burgh' (1971~ 4). Moreover, for a .
medieval town the layout of the burgh of · St. Andrews is 'unusually
elaborate and regular' (1971 , 4) •
It is obvious that while the two opposing views are welcome, the
vexed question is not answered. Cant's recent research has dismissed the long-held notion that St. Andrews is an example of parallel
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street plan. He prefers to see it as convergent. Brooks and Whitt.ington have once again spotlighted the idea that there were planned
towns in medieval Scotland: a proposal which sparks off much controversy.
Controversy is often what towns are governed by, and in the mid-nineteenth century St. Andrews elected a very vibrant reforming Provost,
Major Playfair. The fallout from Playfair's improvements shook the
burgh for years afterwards. He had streets renamed and in many cases
their names became anglicised. For example, Huckster Wynd became
South Castle Street, College Wynd was changed to College Street and
Logie's Wynd became Logie's Lane. Houses and buildings were aligned,
outshots removed, the streets and pavements laid. He caused the removal of the North Street port and the renovation of the West Port.
Perhaps most important for the economy of the nineteenth and twentieth
century burgh, Playfair is given credit for reviving St. Andrews as
a resort through golf {Geddie, n.d., 34).
Market Area: An organised market was being held in St. Andrews by
1144, for about that year David I granted to the Bishops of Brechin
the right to hold a market as freely as the Bishop of St. Andrews had
his market {Thoms, 1977, 4). In the 1190s, a charter of Roger, Bishop
elect of St. Andrews allowed the transfer of the market cross from the
place where the 'clochin used to be 1 to the lands of Lambin where
Bishops Richard and Hugh had already been permitted to have a market.
It has been suggested that the lands of Lambin refer to the area between Logie's Lane and Muttoe•s Lane, and thus St. Andrews had two
early market areas, the initial one being at the east end of North
Street (Brooks, n.d.,17). Both the tron and market cross stood in the
centre of the market place until 1768. The fish cross which in the
late sixteenth century stood to the west of the crossroad with Castle
Street, was removed at the beginning of the nineteenth century {Cant,
1945, 7; Fleming, 1902, 108) •
Ports: Four ports terminated the four main thoroughfares of the burgh.
On the Scores, the Swallow Port seems to have remained stationary at
the western limit of the castle precinct throughout the entire middle
ages (Cant, 1971, 5). Swallowgate was an early thoroughfare in the burgh,
but by the eighteenth century had few, if any, dwellings in it, and did
not re-emerge as a residential area (the Scores) until the nineteenth
century. The Market Gate Port stood in line with the precinct wall of
the Franciscan Friary (Cant,1945,11). The port at North Street was situated near the present Cinema but was removed in the mid-nineteenth century
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to allow for the extension of the thoroughfare (Roger, 1849, 167n).
The West Port of St. Andrews is the most substantial town gate
surviving in Scotland. It was mentioned in 1560 as Argailles
Port, because the small suburb of Argyle lay just beyond it. It
was reno~ated in 1843, when buttresses were removed and the side
arches widened (Fleming, 1902, 13). These four ports were the principal entries to the city, but there were also ports at the foot of East
and West Burn Wynds, at the opposite end of Swallowgate and the Sea
Yett or Mill Port which still stands (Cant, 1945, 11).
Defences: It is clear from the Bird's Eye View of 1580, that the
burgh was not walled. The only wall of military significance encloses the precinct of the cathedral and priory. The defensive
features of the walls - the towers and bastions at the corner, the
walkway and gunloops - were all the work of Prior Hepburn. He built
this wall outside the burgh gates about 1520 (Brooks, n.d., 8).
Harbour: In an unsupported statement, D. Hay Fleming allege~ that
the estuary of the River Eden, was 'in olden times' the port of
St. Andrews (1902, 1). However, most authorities seem to agree
that the harbour was formed in the estuary of the Kinness Burn.
Indeed, Angus Graham expressed the conviction that the estuary was
'no doubt used as a natural shelter since the earliest days of
navigation' (1969, 267).
A fishing harbour is on record from
1222 and it grew up in the shadow of the wall of the priory precinct. The Bird's Eye View of 1580 shows two piers flanking the
sides of an east-west entrance channel which turns south at right
angles into the harbour proper (Graham, 1969, 267). Even more
enlightening perhaps is the number of large vessels shown, although
that may well have been artistic licence. A stone pier seems
to have been built in 1655 from material pilfered from the castle
and cathedral and could have replaced an earlier stone pier swept
away by storm (Millar, 1895, ii, 317).
It is clear that throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the
state of the pier, harbour and 'sey port' was much on the council's
mind (Graham, 1969, 268; RCRB, passim).
In 1788 half of what
had probably been a newly built extension to the pier had fallen
down and had to be repaired. The contributors to both the Old
and New Statistical Accounts found faults with the harbour. In
the case of the former, the rocky shore and unsuitable wynds were
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highlighted, while the New Statistical Account noted the sandbar
at the entrance which prevented large vessels from using the
harbour {Withrington {ed.) 1978, x, 730; NSA, 1845, ix, 478-9).
BUILDINGS
Castle: The castle {the Bishop's Palace of St. Andrews) is not
known to have existed until 1200 {Cant, 1971~ 2). Its ruins stand
west of the cathedral and harbour, on a headland overlooking the
low-water haven known as Hind Lake. The site is protected by the
sea on the east and north, while elsewhere it has been isolated
from attack by the creation of a large ditch, in some places cut
into the rock. The majority of the standing remains date from
the sixteenth century but overlie and incorporate remains of older
structures {RCAM, 1933, 250).
In 1336 the castle was rebuilt by the English, having been seriously
damaged during the Wars of Independence. However, it appears that
in the following year the Regent Moray caused widespread destruction to the structure which was not rebuilt until the episcopacy
of Bishop Traill {1385-1401). The next important phase of building
work did not occur until the first half of the sixteenth century
when the Fore Tower {dating from the 1336 reconstruction) was blocked
up and a new entrance introduced midway along the south-west curtain
wall. A massive circular blockhouse rose at the south-western corner of the castle. Cardinal Beaton was engaged on building works
at the time of his assassination. The bombardment by French troops
in May 1547 caused widespread damage, and succeeded in knocking
down the newly-erected south-west blockhouse. Although Beaton's
successor carried out repairs on the structure, he made no effort
to reclaim the blockhouse. One of the more interesting survivals.
from this period is the series of mines and counter-mines executed
during the siege of 1546-7 (RCAM, 1933, 252-3).
After the Reformation, the Archbishops of St. Andrews chose to live
in the Novum Hospitium of the Priory. The castle came into the crown's
possession in . 1587. but in 1612 was once again offered to the archbishops. Some Civil War prisoners captured at Philliphaugh were
lodged in the castle prior to their execution in 1646. The castle
was clearly uninhabitable by 1654 when the town council ordered the
sale of its slates and timber for harbour repair (Roger, 1849, 91).
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Tolbooth: An early reference to the tolbooth occurs in 1144 when
Bishop Kennedy acted as arbitrator in a dispute (Nicholson, 1974,
386). It stood in the vicinity of the market cross and was removed in 1862 as an incumbrance to the street. That structure had
measured fifty-three feet (16"15m) long and thirty-three (10·6m)
wide, and it is alleged that the foundation stones still had the
barnacles and seaweed 'adhering to them as when they were first removed from the sea-beach' (Fleming, 1902, 108).
University: St. Andrews boasts the oldest university in Scotland:
it received its bull of foundation in 1413. The bull allowed for
five faculties - canon law, civil law, theology, medicine and the
liberal arts. These faculties had varying fortunes. For example,
medicine was taught only spasmodically until the sixteenth century
(Nicholson, 1975, 273) and in the poverty-stricken eighteenth century,
the university sold medical degrees. St. John's College was the cornerstone of the university, formally established in 1419. Its main
teaching sphere was to be arts and theology, but after 1461 the building fell out of use (Cowan, 1976, 232). Possibly St. John's had been
superseded by the establishment of St.Salvator's College in mid-century.
The stately tower and chapel beneath are part of Bishop Kennedy's
original foundation, but the class rooms round about it are modern.
The early sixteenth century witnessed the foundation of two more
colleges, St. Leonards and St. Marys~ St. Leonard's Chapel boasts
some early work, but what remains of St. Mary's College has been considerably worked over and modernised (RCAM, 1933, 248-9). The University
library was built in 1612 over the foundations of St. John's College.
In 1747, the college of St. Leonard united with St. Salvator to help
meet the financial needs of the institution.
St. Regulus Church: Standing to the south of the cathedral js the
108 feet high (32·92m) tower and ruined choir of St. Regulus Church.
Neither the nave nor the sanctuary which was attached to the choir
survives. above. ground.. . It is . 'qui.te the most interesting· of the
earlier churches in Scotland' with features of both the Norman and
the pre-Nprman tradition (RCAM. 1933, 228).
Robert, the first prior of Scone, elected Bishop of St. Andrews, undertook the building of the church soon after his 1126 x 1127 consecration. Work is said to have proceeded slowly, for it was not until
1144 that the greater part of the church was said to have been completed. In 1159 Bishop Robert was buried in the church which was
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structure of St. Regulus after that date. It appears to have escaped the 'fury' of the Reformers, and it was not until 1789 that we
hear of repairs, including the removal of loose stones and the addition of a stairway in the tower's interior. Further work was carried out on the tower in 1841 (Roger, 1849, 83).
Cathedral: The Cathedral church and priory of St. Andrews is a successor to the adjacent church of St. Regulus. Bishop Robert's successor founded the cathedral church in 1160 x 1161. Although the
choir was completed by 1238, the church itself was not consecrated
until 1318. Before its consecration, storm damage ruined the west
front and it was subsequently rebuilt by Bishop Wishart (1273 x 1279).
This reconstruction reduced the overall length of the nave by thirtyfour feet (10·36m) (RCAM, 1933, 231). Fire caused havoc in the choir
and transepts in the later fourteenth century, while storms badly
lashed the building in the early fifteenth century. After the Reformation, the cathedral was allowed to decay, and even as late as the
1770s, as Dr. Johnson savagely observed, 'every man carried away the
stones who fancied that he wanted them' (Baynes and Campbell, 1887,
144).
The remains of the church are very incomplete. Although the east gable
is nearly entire, less than half the west gable is complete. Of the
choir, the north wall has been reduced to its foundations although
some remains of the south wall are above ground. Little remains of
the north side of the nave wall, although the $OUth wall is nearly
entire. Excavation has uncovered the missing parts which are marked out
clearly in the turf (RCAM, 1933, 231).
Priory: St. Andrews was only one of two cathedrals in Scotland with a
monastic foundation attached, the other being at Whithorn. In 1140
Bishop Robert brought the prior of Scone to undertake the control 'of
the priory of the church of St.Andrews'. During the first half of the
thirteenth century, the dormitory, refectory and great guest-hall, were
built, and building operations continued in the fourteenth century to
provide barns and byres. The guest-hall was also completed by this
time (RCAM, 1933, 235). Time has been rather kinder to the priory
remains. Substantial portions of the chapter house, frater, reredorter and sub-prior's house remain. One of the most outstanding
features is the Pends, a magnificent gateway which served as the
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Prior Hepburn's sixteenth-century precinct wall survives largely in
its entirety.
Parish Church: The Parish Church of Holy Trinity was granted to the
priory of St.Andrews, c.1163, although before that date it pertained
to the Culdees. Of the original structure, only the tower, spire,
two western bays and certain piers of the nave arcade survive. It
was originally a cruciform structure, with an aisled choir, nave and
tower at the north-west angle (RCAM, 1933, 226). In 1797 the church
was said to be in a very ruinous state, although the town council was
reluctant to foot the bill. The case eventually went to the Court of
Session which decided against the town. On inspection, only a few
pillars were found stable along with the tower and thus the church
was almost wholly rebuilt (Roger, 1849, 98). The west windows, for
example, are almost certain to be copies of the original, for they
inspired the designers of St. Machar•s Cathedral, Old Aberdeen.
Another detailed restoration was undertaken in 1908-9. Among the
features of the church is a consecration cross and a memorial to
the assassinated Archbishop Sharpe (1679).
Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary: The church of the Blessed Virgin
Mary is an ancient church site dating back to the age of the Culdees.
The remains are on the cliff overlooking the harbour and are those
of cruciform buildings (Cant, 1945, 23). The surviving nave is of
twelfth-century date while the remainder is thirteenth. These foundations were discovered in 1860, and show the church to have been
nearly 100 feet (30·4m) long (Groome, 1903, iii). As late as 1344,
it was still designated 'St. Mary's of the Culdees• although it had
been raised to the status of a chapel royal in the late thirteenth
century (Cowan, 1976, 225).
Chapels: In addition to the cathedral, priory, parish church, and
St. Mary's Church, there were a number of hospitals and chapels founded in the burgh. St. Andrews was for centuries a favourite place
for pilgrims. St. Leonard's hospital, which had been founded
for the reception of pilgrims, later served as a hospital for
old and infirm women until 1522, when it became the corner-stone
for Prior Hepburn's St. Leonard's College ( Cowan, 1976, 190).
A hospital dedicated to St. Nicholas, appears on record in the twelfth
century and was originally for lepers, although its function
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changed and it became a hospital for the poor
A chapel dedicated to St. Peter, located near
on record by 1212. A chapel dedicated to St.
north side of South Street near its east end,
cated to St. Mary Magdalen stood on the south
tower (Anderson, 1911, 6).

(Cowan, 1976, 190).
the cathedral, was
Duthac stood on the
while a chapel dediside of St. Rule's

Friaries: St. Andrews boasted at least two friaries, both apparently founded in the fifteenth century. A Dominican house under a
prior had been established in St. Andrews by 1464 (Brooks, n.d.,10).
The church was largely destroyed by the Reformers in June 1559 and
the property was granted to the burgh in 1567 (Cowan, 1976, 120).
Little has been left of the friars in Scotland, and in St. Andrews
only what has been variously described as the north aisle (RCAM, 1933,
xlviii) or north transept of the church of the Dominicans (Cant, 1945,
15) survives. An order of Observant Franciscan Friars was established
in St. Andrews _after a similar order had been established in Edinburgh
c.1463. The Observant Franciscans differed from the established
conventuals in their eagerness to observe the original ideals of St.
Francis (Nicholson, 1975, 386). Although the order resigned their
property to the magistrates in May 1559, in the following month their
house was sacked by a reforming mob (Cowan, 1976, 132).
Grammar School: The grammar school of the late eighteenth-century
burgh was identified as being within the bounds of the old Greyfriars
Friary on the south side of South Street (Withrington, 1978, x, 705).
Houses: Much of the charm of St. Andrews remains in the fact that
many domestic dwellings of the eighteenth century and earlier survive
in part, or in whole. Most of the outside stairs have been swept
away, but surviving architectural detail is there to puzzle and delight. The building material in all cases was the local sandstone
in the form of dressed ashlar or rubble. Some houses were harled
or limewashed, some houses slated or roofed with pantiles, while many
crow-stepped gables also survive (Cant, 1945, 33). The contributors
to the Old Statistical Account noted that there was, in general~ a
demand for the building of new houses which was a profitable application of money (Withrington, 1978, x, 723).
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Archaeology
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The medieval burgh of St. Andrews remains fossilized in the present
plan. Nineteenth century improvements have not substantially altered
the original property boundaries either on the street frontages or
in the backlands. The burgh properties are maintained to a very
high standard, and improvements to existing buildings have been carefully integrated into the townscape. However, some redevelopment has
taken place recently, with the construction of the new university
library at NO 508 169, and housing at NO 511 168 and NO 512 167.
Further development has taken place on the south frontage of North
~treet at NO 508 168, and the north frontage of Market Street at NO
509 167, and NO 506 167 with some backland infil at NO 506 166 and
NO 508 166. On the south side of South Street, extensions to Madras
College occupy the old monastic lands, and some minor infil has taken
place in the burgages, but generally within pre-existing boundaries.
The most radical changes have taken place on Abbey Street with improvement of the junction with ~outh Street, the demolition of the street
fronting properties on the east side of 8bbey Street and road widening and rebuilding of the west frontage of Abbey Street and Greenside
Place. Backland to the south of South Court has now been landscaped.
For the future, the University Botanic Gardens (NO 510 163) have recently been cleared and levelled in preparation for construction work.
On the north side of the Scores (NO 509 170) proposals have been made
and permission granted, for the construction of a new building, though
financial restraints inhibit immediate development. These two projects lie outwith the perimeter of the medieval town. Of more immediate archaeological importance is the Congregational Church in Bell
~treet (NO 5074 1665) where permission has been granted for demolition,
the Auction Hall in Market Street (NO 5115 1672) which is also scheduled for demolition, and the Star Hotel also in Market Street (NO
5089 1672) which is currently in process of renovation with some rebuilding at the rear. All these sites lie within the limits of the
medieval burgh, and would repay investigation (see map 2).
Sites under immediate threat
1.

Kirkhill. Several excavations have already taken place in the vicinity of Kirkhill which is threatened by coastal erosion. The cemetery of St.Mary's Church, and probably that of the earlier Culdee
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foundation, has already been examined in a series of rescue excavations as burials, are exposed in the cliff (NO 515 167). Consolidation is the responsibility of Fife Regional Council, and no
plans are forthcoming at present for any immediate action to cur- .
tail the active cliff erosion. Until such time as a scheme is formulated, it is recommended that the cliff be kept under surveillance
with a view to identifying any further graves or structures.
2.

The Auction Hall, Market Street (NO 5115 1672) lies in an area thought
to have been colonized by about 1150, and as a nucleus of early settlement in close proximity to the Cathedral complex, the site should
certainly be examined in advance of .any proposed rebuilding prograrrnne.

3.

The Star Hotel, Market Street (NO 5089 1672), is currently (February,
1982) undergoing renovation. This building lies within the heart of
the medieval town, and provides a rare opportunity to examine a
frontage site and backland development.
Future Investigation
The policies outlined below, are not listed in order of importance,
but are intended to provide guide lines for future research as opportunities arise through renovation and redevelopment (see page 20 ff
for full discussion).

l . . To clarify,through .a combination of documentary and archaeological
research, the dates of the earliest ecclesiastical and later secular
settlement at St. Andrews, and to ascertain,if possible,the influences which led to its social and economic development before the twelfth
century.
2.

To confirm the sites of the known sixteenth century ports, to establish
the position of any street closure mechanisms associated with earlier
phases of burgh development westwards.

3.

To determine any variation in street alignment and width and any other
alteration in plan since its first inception.

4.

To establish the plan of pre-sixteenth-century buildings in St. Andrews and the materials used in construction. To clarify the relationships of these pre-sixteenth-century buildings to each other, the
street frontage, and later structures on the same site. To determine
the economic and social usage of early town buildings.

5.

To confirm the site of the first church of Holy Trinity, and should
the opportunity arise, record the plan and secure evidence of chronology.
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6.

To record the plan and establish the dates of foundation, structural development and dissolution, for the monastic foundations
of Augustinians, Dominicans, Franciscans and Carmelites in St.
Andrews.

7.

To trace the development and chronology of the Culdee church in
the burgh.

8.

To confirm the· site and chronology of the chapels of St. Peter
and St. Magdalene.

9.

To confirm the site and chronology of the hospitals of St. Nicholas
and St.Leonard.

10.

To determine the early history of the site of the present castle.

11.

To confirm the site and plan of the earliest university colleges.

12.

To reconstruct a chronology for the harbour, based upon past repairs
in conjunction with the surviving documentary evidence.
Areas of Archaeological Priority
Exploratory exca~ation which has so far been carried out in the
town has been encouraging both in terms of the depth of archaeological deposits which survive, and in the structural and artifactual
remains, some of very early date, which it has .been possible to
recover. (see page 16 ). A continued joint policy of documentary
research and exploratory excavation,as opportunities arise,can be
confidently forecast to produce profitable results. The sites listed below are placed in order of importance only is no far as they
are threatened by proposed redevelopment, with the limited information available, it is not possible to make further sub-divisions
at this present time.

1.

The coastal area between NO 5160 1667, and NO 5147 1675 currently
threatened by erosion.

2.

The site of the Auction Hall ,Market Street (NO 5115 1672) discussed
on page 14 .

3.

The renovation of the Star Hotel,
(see page 14 ).

4.

The site of the Congregational Church. Bell Street (NO 5074 1665),

~arket

Street (NO 5089 1672)

These specific sites· apart, the frontages of North Street, .Market
Street and South Street are all sources of potential information.
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can be seen that both Castle Street and Abbey Street are also of
great potential interest as the twelfth century nucleus of the
e~rly burgh.
The depth of topsoil here, particularly beneath the
streets, is very encouraging for the survival of structur~l remains.
Recommendations
a.

Many buildings of seventeenth and eighteenth century date survive in St.Andrews, and the high standard of upkeep generally
means that opportunities to examine the structure of these and
apparently later buildings are limited. However, a watching
brief in future cases of renovation and/or demolition in the
hope of identifying .early structural remains either behind a
later facade or beneath present ground floor levels could prove
profit ab 1e.

b.

Any proposed road improvements, repairs to or extension of existing servi~es such as gas, electricity or water etc, could be
profitably monitored in the hope of establishing the likely depth
of archaeological deposits in various parts of the town.

c.

A continued policy of selective trial trenching in any of the
archaeologically sensitive areas listed above, will, in conjunction with (b) above, add to knowledge of the early burgh.

·d.

A close watch should continue to be maintained at the unstable
sea cliff (NO 515 166) by St. Mary's church, which has already
produced so many early Christian burials.

PREVIOUS WORK
In addition to some early exploratory work on the site of the castle
in 1926 (RCAHMS, 1933, 250) (see page 40 ) and within the cathedral
precinct during the nineteenth century, investigation has been carried
out in recent years on gap sites within the burgh in advance of redevelopment and as a result of the threat of coastal erosion.
The fo 11 owing sites have been examined over the 1ast ten years, and
constitute only those excavations yet published.
1. Limited excavation was undertaken on the site of 26 Market Street
(NO 511 167) in advance of redevelopment. The earliest building on
the site dated approximately to the sixteenth century, though only
the foundations, and a small part of flooring survived later disturbance. Before this date, the land appeared to have been part of a
croft. Pottery, probably of the thirteenth century, was recovered
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2.

Exploratory work on a proposed redevelopment site on North Street
(NO 508 168) revealed traces of a boat-shaped timber building and
associated croft, dated by the pottery evidence to about the
twelfth century. This building almost certainly lay outside the
limits of the burgh as they existed at that time (see page 26 ).
This building was superceded circa 1300 by a timber house built
parallel to the street along the rig frontage, the wooden fence of
the first rig boundary lying across the early twelfth century house.
(ex.inf. J.B.Kenworthy).

3. In 1974, the cellars of Queen Mary's House (NO 5128 1663) on the
south side of South Street, were excavated. Important and interesting
evidence of early medieval agricultural practice was brought to light
with the discovery of clearly marked ploughing patterns in the coarse
yellow sand of the raised beach deposits on which the town is built.
Pits- and ditches on the site produced pottery suggesting a twelfth
or thirteenth century date. The ploughing operation must in any
case have taken place before 1523 when a stone house was built on
the site, though from the amount of burnt daub recovered from the
fossil plough-soil, it is possible that an earlier structure, possibly
of fourteenth century date, also occupied the site (Whittington,
Caseldine, Bogdan, 1975-76, i09-ll6; RCAHMS, 1933, 257).
4. Proposals for the reconstruction of an internal stairway in the tower
of St. Rules Church (NO 514 166) prompted a small exploratory excavation in 1976. The limited space available meant that no broad conclusions were drawn from the new structural features identified in
the course of the work, and no dating evidence came to light. A wall
was discovered oriented east-west just north of the existing inner
south wall of the tower, associated with a floor level. These features appeared to post-date an excavation of considerable size which
had been cut into the boulder-filled foundations (Bogdan, 1976, 35;
Webster and Cherry, 1977, 229).
5. Cliff erosion taking place on the east side of the cathedral precinct
(NO 515 166) has led to the identification and recovery of both human
and structural remains. In the 1950s, a long cist cemetery was located at the Kirkheugh (centred at NO 5156 1666) consisting of four
or more graves in and around the ruined church (Henshall, 1955-56,
280), and was probably that originally located when coastal defences
were installed in 1860. Subsequently, in 1976, two further skeletons
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Cherry, 1977, 217) and again in 1978, a further grave was i denti fi ed
(Bogdan, 1978, 9). A short stretch of cobble edge and a large flat
slab of sandstone interpreted as a possible path, were exposed in
1979, in the present footway between th.? precinct wall (NO 5151 1668)
and the cliff west of the church of St.Mary (Proudfoot, 1979, 9).
In 1980, a rescue excavation was carried out on the site of the Kirkheugh cemetery, and the north wall of the north transept of the church
of St.Mary. The disturbance caused by the insertion of the gun platforms in 1860 through the cemetery deposits was self-evident, but
about 320 skeletons were recovered, and the graves excavated appeared
to pre-date the transept of St. Mary 1 s Church (Wordsworth,J , 1980,
1.1-7),
Finds from the above mentioned excavations apart, some artifactual
material has been recovered from the town in the course of rebuilding
and renovation work. Unfortunately, much of this is not from a satisfactory arch aeo 1ogi ca 1 context, and has not been adequ ate·l y recorded.
It also covers a wide ranging time scale.
Carved Stones. The cathedral museum of St. Andrews holds a large
number of carved stones, mostly fragmentary, which have been recovered
from the walls of buildings or from the immediate vicinity of the
cathedral. Many of these bear a design in Celtic interlace. A total
of thirteen from the structure of the cathedral, two from the Abbey
wall, more than fifty fragments of eighth and ninth century cross
slabs from the foundations of the church of St.Mary outside the cathedral precinct, and the remainder from the cathedral burial ground.
(M.O.W. 1950, 23; RCAHMS, 1933, 237; Curle, 1939-40, MO; Hutcheson,
1891-92, 215). Of especial interest in the group of early carved
stones are:a)

The remains of a sarcophagus or altar tomb were discovered in
1833 in six pieces during the excavation of a deep grave near
the twelfth century church of St. Rule. The fragments were of
a hard cream local sandstone, the central slab decorated with
hunting scenes, and the end pieces bearing an equal armed cross
and continuous plait work. The fragments are probably not earlier than the ninth century, and were inhumed about the early
twelfth century as they lay many feet below the ground surface
on which the cathedral was built (Bui st, 1851-54, 234"-236;
Radford, 1956, 47; RCAHMS, .1933, 237-9; Romilly Allen, 1903,
351 , 363; Stu art, 1845) •
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St. Leonard's Shrine was discovered in March 1895 during the
clearance of the site of St. Rules East. The ~hrine was cut
from a pale sandstone and decorated with three rows of splayed
tegulae. It lay among a number of stone cists of rough unhewn
slabs containing human re~ains. About forty of these, mostly
lying to the east of the old gateway forming the entrance to
the 'Hospice' lay due east-west. The tomb probably dates from
the eleventh century (Radford, 1956, 59; Lang, 1972~74, 231).

An heraldic device on some stone fragments has led to the identification of what is probably the remains of the tomb of Henry Wardlaw,
an early fifteenth Bishop of St.Andrews. In 1946, a window lintel
removed from 209, South Street proved to be the lower middle part
of a tomb effigy cut from a non-local fine grained sandstone. It
subsequently prov€d possible to match this fragment with others recovered both before and since, from buildings in the town and in the
course of excavations within the cathedral and priory grounds (Robert- _
son, 1968-69, 146-49).
A qold finger ring, with a runic inscription was found on priory land
in the nineteenth century. This is in the National Museum, Edinburgh
(Stevenson, 1851-54, 22).
A Bronze f1nger ring was found in 1849 in Abbey Park. It is inscribed
on two faces, on one with Anglo Saxon characters reading [ If. I K H I]
and on the other face with five straight incised lines. In the collection of National Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh (Stevenson,
1851-54, p.23).
An heraldic button was recovered from the turf of the castle (NO 512
169) in 1909. Described as flat and circular, with an iron back and
ivory front, it bore central cinque-foil decoration with an outer engraved pattern worn off at the edge suggesting long use. Hay Fleming
suggests a sixteenth century date (Hay Fleming, 1911-12, 348).
A Bronze bowl and cover were found in grave digging operations in the
late nineteenth century between the tower of St. Rules Church and
the south corner of the east gable of the cathedral (NO 514 166). The
find was made about 5' below the surface in association with two fragments of Celtic cross slab. The vessel was ecclesiastical in origin
and function. Comparison with an Irish example found in association
with the Ardagh chalice suggests a date not later than the tenth century. The bowl is in the collection of the National Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh (Paul, 1898-99, 76 and 78).
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drain to drain water from the east end of the church of St. Mary
in 1909 (NO 515 166). The vessel was broken but was basically onion
shaped, and slipped with a yellowish-green lead glaze. It probably
dated from the fifteenth century (Hay Fleming, 1911-12, 351).
Medieval Pottery. Approximately 200 sherds of medieval pottery were
recovered from soil removed from the site of the West eark Hotel
(NO 506 167) preparatory to building operations: The material, which
included examples of perforated and plain strap handles, everted rims,
applied strip decoration and a variety of green glazes, was deposited
in the National Museum, Edinburgh (di Falco, 1971, 21).
A pirlie pio. In Februa:y 1792, a pottery vessel, probably a pirlie
pig, was dug up in the garden of David Roger in Castle Wynd (NO 512
167). The vessel was broken on discovery, and found to contain about
8 gold and 150 silver coins. These, according to the reporter of the
O.S.A. supposedly included coins of Roqert I, and James II, James III,
and James IV. The hoard was probably deposited about 1490. The coins
were dispersed by sale shortly after recovery (Metcalf, 1977, p.47;
O.S.A. 1794, 215-16; Hay Fleming, 1911-12, 351-52).
Four copper pennies from the mint at Crosraguel were found on the Kirkhe~gh in 1860 (NO 515 166), and probably deposited about 1500.
In
1920 , these were held in the cathedral museum (Metcalf, 1977, 49;
Metcalf, 1960-61, 88-123; MacDonald, 1919-20, 35 & 37).
ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS
Early Settlement
The origins of the burgh of St.Andrews almost certainly lie in its
development as an early religious centre. The traditional accounts
of early ecclesiastical settlements at St.Andrews are found in the
legend of three different saints, St. Cainich (or Kenneth), St. Regulus and St. Adrian (Skene, 1860-62, 301). Rankin (1955, 9) considered that the earliest missionary to the district was probably
St. Kenneth of Achabo, who arrived at Righ Monadh or Kilrymond about
570, returning to Ireland about 578. St. Kenneth was forgotten in
the medieval period and legend ascribed to another figure. St.Regulus,
the honour of establishing religious importance for St. Andrews in
the eighth century. Cruden, on the other h~nd, supports the foundation
of the site by Angus mac Fergus, King of the Picts, in gratitude for
a victory over his enemies.
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of an abbot of 1 Kinrimund 1 in that year 'Mors Tuathalain abbatis
Cinrighmonai 1 (Anderson, 1976, 1), and although Wyntoun's chronicle
(dated 1530) states that the relics of St. Andrews were brought to
Kinrimund in 761. the year in which Angus died~ this dating is most
probably erroneous. Cruden (1950, 6) accepts therefore, that the
holy relics were introduced during the reign of Angus I sometime
between 731 and 761. The presence of an ecclesiastical site in the
eighth century is clearly seen from the large number of Early Christian decorated stones ranging from the eighth to the tenth century,
which also reveal a strong Northumbrian influence on local native
work. In 908, the then sole bishopric in Scotland was transferred
from Abernethy to St.Andrews indicating the growing importance of
the shrine and associated religious settlement.
It was these early ecclesiastical beginnings which nurtured the .development of a secular settlement servicing the Culdee church, pilgrims
and the later Augustinian Priory. The site occupied by the early secular settlement before Bishop Robert's development c.1190, is uncertain.
Some writers (SAPT, 1975, 5) suggest ~orth Castle Street and the east
end of North Street leading to the early church of St.Rules as the
probable focus, but this has never been proven either historically
or archaeologically. Undoubtedly, however, development must have
taken place in this general area, as both the haven at the mouth of
the Kinness Burn (if we can assume that it followed the same course
as today behind a sand pit) and the early church, provide a direct
focus for the religious and economic needs of a lay community. The
later development of the burgh· from these early beginnings is discussed
on pages 24 and 25.
The main problems therefore lie in the identification of the date,
position, extent and growth of the primary secular settlement associated with the first religious community at St.Andrews, questions which
can only largely be answered by selective archaeological investigation.
Town Defences: The 1tJa 11 s and Ports.
St. Andrews was never a walled city in the defensive sense. A certain
measure of protection was afforded by its position with the sea to
the north and east, and the Kinness Burn to the south, but in common
with many other Scottish towns , in the medieval period, it relied for
the security of its people and the collection of tariffs on goods
brought into the town, on the continuous garden dykes which delimited
the rear of the burgage plots . . This wall, in the case of St.Andrews,
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and was secured at all street and close openings by gates. Nothing
now remains of the old 'heidrooms' which followed on the north of
the town, the south side of the Scores, and to the south, the north
s~:Gte of Lade Braes Walk behind Madras· College, and Queen's Terrace,
eventually linking with the still extant priory wall. The appearance
of the town enclosed by the 'heidrooms' ,and with access controlled
by the Ports is best seen in ·Geddy's plan (1580). As this plan shows,
the town wall is of no great strength in comparison with the strong
wall enclosing the priory complex. Each exit from the town is shown
to be controlled by a gate. At what date these were initially built
is uncertain, but documentation does exist recording the building,or
more probably rebuilding~ of the West Port (NO 5059 1655) in 1589.
This building contract, signed in August 1589, made no mention of
the provision of materials for the work in hand, and it may be assumed
that these were derived from the pre-existing structure (Hay Fleming,
1902, p.4). Certainly, as illustrated in the plan of 1580, the gates
appear to have been _constructed of stone. Apart from the extant West
Port, gates stood on Market Street at circa NO 5057 1672, at the west
end of North Street at c.NO 5070 1689 (Ainslie, 1776) across the
Scores at the castle (circa NO 5118 1690), and at minor exits at the
southern extremity of West Burn Wynd and East Burn Wynd and at either
end of the Castlegate.
The Shore Port stood beside the small north
gate of the cathedral circa NO 5147 1671.
Although the direction taken by the enclosing wall can be deduced
from the existing plan, no trace is likely to remain of the structure.
However, taking into account the reputed accumulation of material in
the main streets (see page25 ), it may still be possible to identify
the site of the demolished ports. Geddy (1580) and Gordon (1642)
differ slightly in their positioning of the shore port. Recent excavations. by the Urban Archaeology Unit (Wordsworth, 1980, 5) on the
presumed site of the port produced no structural evidence. The site
was disturbed by a sewer pipe, and an earlier hollow way with wheel
ruts which appeared to have been backfilled with rubble at a date not
earlier than the nineteenth century. Future roadworks and attention
to services could therefore be usefully monitored in the positions
indicated above, in the hope of establishing the initial date and
nature of the construction of the sixteenth century town gates, and
also in the hope of identifying the position of any earlier street
closure mechanisms associated with earlier phases of burgh development westwards.
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The medieval plan of St. Andrews is still virtually intact, and
despite the alterations and additions carried out in the mid-nineteenth century under the provostship of Sir Hugh Lyon Playfair,
the only significant alterations to the original twelfth century
plan, are the widening of certain wynds and the insertion through
the old rigs of Queen's Gardens, Greyfri ars Gardens, and Bell Str.e et.
gueen's Terrace and Greenside Place are also later additions, but
simply an improvement of a pre-existing common way beside the Mill
Lade.
There appear to have been four basic phases in the development of
the modern burgh. with a fifth in the nineteenth century composed
of expansion outside the burgh walls. Before the twelfth century,
the settlement was probably nothing more considerable than a cluster
of buildings located north and eastwards from the intersection of
the present Castle Street and North Street, and largely owing its
origins to the ecclesiastical settlement and castle (see page21 ).
Cant (1976,12) points out that Bishop Robert conceived the second
stage of the development of the burgh, probably about 1150, with
the projected laying out of two streets converging eastwards on the
proposed new cathedral, and thus re-aligning the town from its original north-south axis to a dual east-west axis (Cant, 1974, 12).
The discovery of structural remains dating from the twelfth century
on North Street, however, suggests that some form of track pre-dateq
the formal laying out of North Street on the same axis. The new
plan was undoubtedly governed by topographic considerations, the
site of the burgh is located on raised beach deposits, and bounded
to the north and east by the seashore, and to the south by the Kinness Burn.
A. memorandum issued in the early 1150s made public
the Bishop ' s intention to expand the town. Mention is made in this
proclamation of a certain 'Mainard', rewarded for his work in establishing and building the burgh with the grant of three tofts 'stretching from the (new) burgher gait, to the Prior's Stream' (Cant,1974,
13). Cant suggests that these plots could have been located immediately west of Abbey Street on the site of 34 to 42 South Street and
were probably the earliest part of the new street to be laid out.
However, this does not necessarily mean that a building line was
established at that early date. Excavations beneath Queen Mary's
House (NO 5128 1663), in 1974,produced evidence of ploughing on that
site before 1520, when the first stone house was erected. Burnt
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of associated pottery and a feu on the plot dating from 1409 recorded in the St. Andrews University muniments, that a less substantial house may have stood on the site in the early fifteenth
century (Whittingt.on, Caseldine and Bogdan, 1975-76, p.113): Not
all the tofts in any case were occupied initially by buildings.
The limits of the first phase of this secondary development have
been determined by Cant (1974, 13) as the present West Burn Lane.
Subsequent expansion, probably as far west as Lade Braes Lane in
the thirteenth century, involved building constructions in ~outh
and ~orth Street and the establishment of a new market place linked
to North and South Street by the present Church and College Streets.
(The earlier twelfth century market place may have been in the east
end of South Street,known in the memorandum of Bishop Robert as
'burgher gait'). The limits of this expansion until at least the
early fifteenth century, is suggested by the location of the houses
of the Black and Grey Friars, presumably built at the western extremity of the town at that time. Subsequent expansion to the western burgh limits identified in the sixteenth century, and enclosed
by the burgh walls and ports, appears to have taken place over a
longer period of time through the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. The slower rate of development was due to a combination of
factors, the limited land available for expans i on in relation to the
physical position of the town, improved methods and materiqls used
in building construction, and the fluctuating economic fortunes of
the burgh (see page 27 ) .
Plans of the burgh survive from as early as c.1580 (Geddy) and the
layout bears close similarity to the plans of the late eighteenth
century (Ainslie, 1775) and early nineteenth century (Wood, 1820).
It was not until 1830 that improvements and additions to the early
plan were seriously contemplated. At that date, the streets were
still 'irregular and most inconvenient ... ' and 'continually broken
by awkward abutments of ungainly houses ... • (Millar, 1895, 318).
After 1834, Bell Street, as mentioned above, was built and
street widening and improvement schemes carried out within the area
of the medieval walls. New streets were added in a westward expansion
of the traditional limits of the burgh, with additions to the plan
such as Pilmor Place and Golf ·Place, both, previous to 1820, a part
of the golf course (Roger, 1849, 69). The regular unbroken building
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sixteenth century plan in lay-out.
Much of the history of the development of St.Andrews is understood.
Future work needs to be directed towards study.of the expansion between the twelfth and sixteenth centuries and establishing the
frontages, alignment and width of streets within that period. The
extant contemporary records defining lands and tenements and naming
owners from the sixteenth century onwards would undoubtedly provide
valuable source material in this respect for documentary research.
From the archaeological point of view, the level of the burgh streets
has been gradually raised over the centuries (Hay Fleming, 1902, 9).
South Street, throughout its whole length, is at least 4' (l ·2m)
above the earliest levels. The east end of North Street is comparatively 5' (1·5m) higher, and the present surface of Abbey Street
conceals a well laid causeway at a depth of 5' {1·5m). Much of this
build-up has probably taken place since the sixteenth century, as
buildings of thi~ date lining both North and South Streets show a
forshortening of doorways and low windows consistent with a rise
in front street level (see map 2).
Early Buildings and Materials
There are no extant domestic buildings in St. Andrews of a known
date earlier than the sixteenth century. Those town buildings which
have survived since that century such as Queen.Mary's House (NO 5128
1663) dating from 1523, Dean's Court (NO 5130 1671) built in the late
sixteenth century, the Roundle (NO 5129 1667) and the early sixteenth
century house of the Knights Hospitallers at 71, North Street (NO
5102 1684), have all undergone later structural alteration, so that
their original character is not immediately obvious. The present
townscape is a pleasing and elegant blend of these early stone buildings and largely sympathetic seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth
century development. The judicious conservation policy operated by
the local authority has, therefore preserved the street frontages,
and prevented intensive building in the backlands - an equally valuable source of archaeological information. Of the structural development of the burgh before the sixteenth century, very little is
known. Expansion westwards was certainly slower with the introduction
of stone as the chief building material in the early sixteenth century
(see page 24 ) probably because the stability provided by the new .

-26material allowed expansion upwards. Development also took place
back from the street front into the rigs. The average rig in St.
Andrews was about 30 1 (9·lm) wide, under normal circumstances the
house was built on the street front with a generous allowance between the building and the road. As the ~urgh developed, and land
was at a premium, this foreland was occupied by building extensions
for commercial purposes, and the backland was similarly developed
frequently along the close, giving access to the street. Louden's
Close to the rear of 148, South Street is a good example of this
(SAPT, 1975, 9).
The earliest traces of building within the boundaries of the present
burgh, come from North Street (NO 508 168} where excavation produced
traces of a boat shaped ~imber building probably dating from the
twelfth century. Although this building probably lay outside the
limits of the burgh as they existed at that time, it does provide
some indication of the likely structural nature and general appearance of the actual town buildings at that date and incidentally suggests that North Street was an established thoroughfare by that date.
Subsequent burgh expansion in the late thirteenth - early fourteenth
century, involved the erection of a second timber building parallel
with North Street frontage, the rig boundary of which lay across the
site of the earlier structure (see page 17 ).
Further information relating to these early buildings was acquired
during excavations in the cellars of Queen Mary's House (NO 5128
1663) in 1974. Here large quantities of burnt daub were recovered
from the underlying plough soil and pits which most probably derived
from a building on the site in the fifteenth century. Certainly
documentary evidence exists relating to the grant of a feu on the
site by the Priory to a Janet Douglas in 1409 which, although a building is not specifically mentioned, the form of the document indicates
a feu granted for building purposes (Whittington, Caseldine and Bogdan,
1975-76, 112). Houses of the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries were therefore predominantly of timber, free standing and set
at right angles to the street within the alloted burgage. Building
in stone was not common until c.1400 when it gradually became common
practice to build in a continuous line with increasing backland development.
Little information survives regarding the economic and social life
of the burgh. The harbour was not convenient for either import or
export trade, and the records of the exchequer rolls show that goods
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but no great foreign trade seems to have existed through the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.· Martine, writing in the seventeenth
century, describes the harbour occupied by between two and three
hundred vessels from Flanders, Holland and France carrying merchants
attending the Senzie Fair, but this still does not imply regular
trade. The sea did, however, provide another means of support for
the inhabitants in the form of the fishing industry. The sixteenth
century altar rentals record 'Fyschergayt' (Rankin, 1955, 113),
which is the north section of the present Castle Street between
Castle and North Street, a strong indication of the occupation of
the inhabitants. South Street was in all probability the area of
the town given over to the craft of shoemaking, as it has in the
past been known as 'Shoegate ' (Kemp, 1887, 270; OSA, 1794, 190).
There is as yet no archaeological evidence for this, but it is possible that traces of the processes of leather preparation such as
tanning may survive behind the frontages of this street and this could
be tracable in the archaeological record.
The above mentioned excavations reveal the possible wealth of information which may be obtained through archaeological investigation
in the burgh. A continued programme of research involving exploratory excavation as opportunities arise through renovation and redevelopment on street fronting sites and further research into the
burgh muniments is strongly recommended to further the construction of
a fuller picture of the early domestic and economic history of the
burgh.
The Parish Churches
The structural history of the parish churches of St. Andrews falls
into three phases. For a period of approximately three hundred years,
the earliest parochial churches stood in and near the cathedral. In
1412, a new building was constructed and consecrated outwith the
precincts of the cathedral in South Street and it is this which survives in very much altered form (the third phase) today.
The first church of Holy Trinity. Millar (1895, 322) claimed that
the first parish church was founded by Bishop Turgot in 1112, but this
is however by no means certain. Rankin (1955, 14) suggests that
the parish of the Holy Trinity finds mention in the records at an
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mentioned in the Priory foundation charter of 1144 in connection
with the conformation of the endowments of the hospital later known
as St.Leonards. To these endowments were added the new gift of certain tithes of the parish of the Holy Trinity. The earliest mention
of the parish ~hurch occurs in an undated charter of Malcolm IV
(1153-1165) at which time the building was conveyed, with its endowments, to Mathew, Archdeacon of St.Andrews, and further mention about
1163,records Bishop Richard granting the church to the Augustinian
Priory as a vicarage. The church of the Holy Trinity was therefore,
certainly erected, endowed and designated the parish church by 1160,
and a more likely founder is probably to be found in Bishop Robert
(1121-1159) who was largely responsible for the re-organization of
the secular settlement of St. Andrews.
In 1198, papal licence was granted to Bishop Roger to build a church
to meet the needs of an increasing population, but whether this grant
was acted upon by him, or by his successor Bishop William
Malvoisine, is not certain. However, in 1243, a parish church was
dedicated to the Holy Trinity at St.Andrews by Bishop David de Bernham.
Bishop David engaged in an extensive programme of dedication throughout Scotland in the course of his prelateship. In many cases dedication can be positively interpreted as re-dedication, and this is
in all probability the case at St.Andrews.
The site of this first church of Holy Trinity is said to lie a little
to the south of the east gable of the cathedral within the precinct
wall. Hay Fleming located the probable position by recording the location of foundations identified in the course of grave-digging operations (see map 3). These stones lay at a distance between 40 1 (12·lm)
and 65 1 (19·8m) south-east of the south-east gable ~f the cathedral
(sited by the Ordnance Survey, at approximately NO 5147 1668), and
some were almost certainly lying in situ.
The graveyard now covers
the site, and it will not be possible to recover either the plan or
any further details of the chronology of the building, however, as
Rankin (1955, 19) has pointed out, the emphasis laid on the planning
of the new church in South Street to include pillared aisles, suggests
that the preceeding church was of a simple aisleless design. The old
church seems, however, to have stood for some time after the opening
of the new church in ~outh Street. A meeting of the Faculty of Arts
of the University is recorded as having taken place here in 1419, and
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building was removed. It has been suggested (Rankin, 1955, 18) that
the church was quarried by Prior John Hepburn (1482-1525) for materials ·
to rebuild the priory precinct wall. There are certainly re-used stones
in this wall, 'but whether or not they came from this source is a matter
of conjecture. However, the church is not shown on Geddy's plan (c.
1580,)and ·was presumably demolished before that date.
The fifteenth-century church of Holy Trinity.
The date at which the church within the cathedral precinct came to
be inadequate and inconvenient for the needs of the population and
the priory, seems to l i e in the late fourteenth century. The reasons
for the transfer of the church must lie in the inconvenience of both
the site and size of the church for the town population, and the desirability of maintaining the exclusiveness of an enclosed precinct. for
the use of Augustinian Priors. In the fourteenth century, Holy Trinity
is mentioned three times in the documentary records, and it is not until 1411 that·it is referred to as 'the old parish church' which would
imply that construction on the new site was then ongoing. The new site
was gifted by Sir William Lindsay. In an Indenture dated at St.Andrews
on 14th November 1410, he gave •.. 'all his lands lying in the city of
St.Andrews in South Street on the north side thereof, between the lands
of the heirs of the deceased Rankin Braboner on the west, and the common
vennel leading to the Market Cross of the said city on the east, lately
purchases by· him ... so that the parish church might be transferred for
its betterment onto the said lands ... • (Rankin, 1955, 22). The site
for the new church therefore occupied six rigs width, or 150 1 (45·7m)
but only half of the length of these rigs, that is, the plot extended
only half way between South Street and Market Street (NO 5091 1665).
Church Square did not, however, come into ~he gift of the church until
1430, when it was given by Bishop Wardlaw for the enlargement of the
cemetery. As well as Church Square, the cemetery extended round the
north and south sides of the building and the churchyard wall, 200 1
(60·9m), extended along what is the middle of South Street for about
two hundred years, being clearly visible on both Geddy's plan of circa
1580 and Gordon's plan of 1642. The churchyard seems to have been
closed at the Reformation to further interments. Before the early
fifteenth century, the site on which this later church was built would
appear to have been unoccupied by buildings. Excavations beneath the
floor of Holy Trinity in the course of construction work between 1907
and 1909, showed no trace of earlier building foundations, and many
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tree roots of considerable size were extracted from the disturbed
earth. The site prior to the construction of the church must therefore have been occupied by orchards and gardens (Henry, 1912, · 63).
The fifteenth century building occupied a large rectangle. The
fo~ndation document mentions the pillars of the nave,but these, and
the aisles, extended into the chancel. The aisles were vaulted in
stone with external buttresses, and proved stubbornly resistent to
demolition in 1799. Geddy's plan illustrates what was probably a
sacristy on the south side of the building, probably projecting beyond the later Sharp aisle which now occupies the site. The Geddy
plan also shows an unbroken clerestory running the full length of
the church, and ah entrance porch on the south-west in the same position at the present John Knox porch. Gordon•s plan (16421 suggests the presence of a vestry or transept on the north side of the
church occupying the site of the present Playfair aisle. These early
plans are of great value in that the church has undergone considerable
alteration since its initial construction . .
In 1749, the church was repaired and the roof replaced. In 1798 it
was almost entirely rebuilt, with further reconstruction work being
carried out between 1907 and 1909. All that now remains of the
medieval church as a result of this activity is the tower, the two
west arches and alternate pillars of the nave and chancel, and a
part of the west gable.
The Culdees and the Church of St. Mary
The history of the Culdees is the early history of the burgh of St.
Andrews (see page 20 ). There is some doubt as to the site of the
original Culdee church. According to a seventeenth century legend,
the church of St.Mary stood on a rock beyond the end of the present
harbour pier still known as the Lady Craig, this is now much reduced
by quarrying and washed by the sea. The alternative site is that
occupied by the present church of St.Mary (NO 5156 1666). There is
a wealth of evidence of the occupation of the general area from the
eighth century onwards, in the numerous stones with carved interlace
designs, fragments of which have been recovered from the remains of
the present church. However, it can be reasonably assumed that the
early church was of timber construction, and all trace may have now
been obliterated by later building and cliff erosion. Certainly,
recent excavations have provided no additional information regarding
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still been in use in 1565 ·(Millar, 1895, 281). and must have survived the Reformation. It appears roofed in 1580 (Geddy, 1580)
and 1642 (Gordon, 1642), though in 1645 , a fort for coastal defence
was built either on the site of or near the church. There is no
trace of the fort or the church on the 1775 plan (Ainslie, 1775).
The present foundations are those of a cruciform church uncovered
circa 1860 when gun emplacements were constructed in the adjacent
graveyard (Wordsworth, 1980, 2). The site of the early Culdee church
remains therefore at present unknown.
The Monastic Houses
The Augustinian Priory
The origins and development of the Augustinian Priory and cathedral
church of St.Andrews are well documented. The site of the monastic
buildings associated with the priory and the great church are mostly
known, and in the nineteenth century, some excavation work was carried
out on the site, providing Martine•s description of the ancillary
. buildings accurate (Henry, 1912, 135; Millar, 1895, 385).
The Priory fell into decay after the Reformation, though both it and
the church were still standing though partially roofless in 1581 when
there is evidence to suggest that the Senzie Fair was held in the
Cloister garth (Henry, 1912, 134). This is supported by Geddy 1 s plan
of the burgh which probably dates from 1580, and· which clearly shows
the unroofed church, the cloisters, chapter house and Friar's house
(see map 3). However, approximately one hundred years later, Martine
(c.1683) recorded the ruinous state of the ancillary buildings with
many outside the cloister but within the precinct, completely gone,
or fast disappearing. The dormitory stood east of the cloister, the
west wall formed by the east wall of the prior•s house. By 1912,
(Henry, 1912, 134) only the remains of the Friar's house and fragments
of the Guest Hall survived.
Of the other buildings, the granary stood at NO 5147 1656 some 60 1
(18·2m) north-east of the New Inn. This structure, as seen on Geddy 1 s
plan, was a large three storey building, demolished about 1650 to
repair St.Leonard's College . Similarly, the abbey mill, which previously stood at NO 5148 1650, appears to have still been in use in
1797 (Millar, 1895, 283) with the brewhouse close beside it, though
today, a modern dwelling house occupies the site and the mill dam
and lade have been converted to ornamental use.
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to be a 'convent'. It is more probable that instead of being identified as the Carmelite House as Pococke suggests (see page 37 )
there are still here remains of the Augustinian Friary buildings.
Ainslie's plan (1775) indicates ·an area between the mill lade and
the south wall of the Priory precinct as containing 'the remains of
buildings many of which are underground'. There is no indication
on Geddy's plan that there is any density of building here, and if
Ainslie is correct in his interpretation, this area of monastic garden may be the site of the 'malt house bear girnal, promtuarium,
hortus gladiatorius barnsdeall yard etc •.. ' all mentioned in early
charters but their whereabouts uncertain.
Cant (1976, 18) has pointed out the likelihood that the Augustinians
continued to occupy St.Rules, and in all probability the associated
conventual buildings to the south of the church, during the construe- .
tion of the new cathedral church and ancillary priory buildings in
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. These structures were most
probably of timber, as David I authorised his sheriff to provide the
Canons with material from his wood of Clackmannan 'for their buildings•
between 1144 and 1153. This grant was renewed between the completion
of St.Rules and the foundation of the cathedral in 1160 and 1161.
All trace of these early buildings must surely now have gone. Although there has been a considerable accumulation of material in the
churchyard over the centuries, disturbance is at a maximum through
repeated burials.
Of the abbey wall, little can be said. The Priory has been enclosed
on the present line at least since the fourteenth century, though
much of the present wall dates from the early sixteenth century. Rebuilding is obvious at various points and of the sixteen towers enumerated by Martine previous to 1683, only thirteen now remain. The
original north stretch of the wall has now gone, but the modern wall
presumably follows the earlier line . .
The main problems then are these, firstly, the continued identification
of the structural development of the surviving architectural remains;
secondly, the identification of any surviving remains of the timber
buildings associated with the early monastic church of St. Rules;
thirdly, the confirmation or otherwise of possible structural remains
in the area currently occupied by the playing f i elds of St.Leonards
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suggests it has remained largely an open space since the Reformation,
and is not likely to be threatened by development proposals. However,
consolidation work on the standing Priory buildings may allow some
investigation of archaeological levels, as also may occasional additions to the school buildings south of Pends Road.
The Dominican House
The Dominican Friary at St.Andrews is reported by tradition to have
been founded by Bishop William Wishart in 1274. There is no indis- .
putable evidence however, to support such an early foundation. Cowan
and Easson (1976, 120) quote a charter allegedly of Alexander III
and dated 1285/86 taking under Royal protection the monastery for
Friars Preacher 1 recently erected' by William, Bishop of St.Andrews,
which in their opinion is probably spurious. Furthermore, St.Andrews
does not appea~ among the eleven Dominican Houses granted payment
from their respective burghs in 1296/97 which is a further indication
that the Black Friars were not established here in the thirteenth
century. It is probable, however, that a small oratory or hospice
had existed for some time before 1414 when the first prior is mentioned. Indeed, a bull issued by Pope Sixtus IV in March 1476/77 in
response to a petition made by James III, grants that the places of
the Friars Preacher in St. Andrews and St. Monans hitherto known as
oratories or hospices shall be named conventual houses 1 • The friars,
in further clauses of this bull, were to have liberty 'to erect
churches and domestic buildings• which again suggests that there was
no established house here until the fifteenth century. These recommendations do not appear, however, to have been executed immediately,
as in 1514 provision was made by the executor of the estate of one
William Elphinstone for the building of a 'convent' within the University of St.Andrews. This reference is confirmed by the grant by a
provincial chapter at Stirling, dated September 1516, to utilize the
Elphinstone gift 'for the fabric of the new convent of St . Andrews'.
Previous to this date, the house appears to have been inhabited by
only one or two friars, the presence of the university evidently encouraged expansion, as the approval of the Dominican general chapter
in 1516 allowed for the installation of about six students in 'the
convent of the university of St.Andrews'.
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in 1525, when Archbishop James Beaton gave permission to the Prior
and Convent to 'build and set forth upon the streets•, 10 1 (3m) beyond the north wall of the Friary, an aisle or chapel of their church
'because thair awne rowme betwix thair said northe wall and thair
kirk is not sufficient and lairge for the lenthe of theyle foirsaid 1
(RCAHMS, 1933, 250). At the same time, permission was given to extend
the whole length of the north wall, which was 1 thair kirkyairde dyke'
as far into the street as 'the sqwayre cuyruzeis of the said yle 1 ,
that is between 7 and 8 1 (2·lm - 2·4m) (Hay Fleming, 1902, 16).
In 1547, the Friary was burned by Norman Lesley. Serious damage apparently occurred again in 1559 at the hands of the Reformers, and
the prior and convent are described in a charter at this time as being
'violently expelled from their destroyed place•. However, there are
some discrepancies between the cartographic and the documentary evidence. Geddy 1 s plan of c.1580 shows the 1 Dominicanorum aedes•relatively
intact, and certainly not the partially demolished and roofless ruin
suggested by the charter evidence. Geddy 1 s plan does seem to be accurate, as the great cathedral church and the priory gateway (the Pends)
are both roofless at this date. The ground on which the Dominican
house stood in South Street (NO 5075 1650) became the property of Lord
Seaton at the Reformation (Lyon, 1838, 143). At what date the site was
cleared is not certain, Gordon's plan of St. Andrews published in
1642, shows clearly the apsidal shape of the north aisle, in close
juxtaposition to other street fronting property, and there is no trace
of an associated church, or ecclesiastical precinct. The apse is also
shown on Ainslie's plan of 1775, again without any recognisably ecclesiastical associations. It may be presumed therefore, that the Friary
was completely razed in the period between Geddy 1 s plan in 1580, and
that of Gordon in 1642. The only surviving remains today are those
of the aisle or chapel built out into the street circa 1525. The
church was excavated by the St.Andrews Antiquarian Society in 1909,
and the width confirmed to be 25 1 (7·6m). No other trace remains.
A number of questions remain to be answered therefore, and any future
proposals for the grounds in front of Madras College involving soil
disturbance should be carefully monitored in the hope of resolving
the respective dates of foundation and clearance on the site, and the
plan of the church and conventual buildings.
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The Franciscan Friary
The date of the foundation of the Franciscan house in St. Andrews
is uncertain, but probably took place between 1463 and 1465. The
bull of Pius II confirming the erection of a house of Observants
at St.Andrews by Bishop James Kennedy reputedly dated 1458, is probably spurious. However, this bishop was the most likely founder of
the house, and in the opinion of Cowan and Easson (1976, 132) further
endowment conferred on the Friars by his successor, Patrick Graham,
may have taken the form of a larger house in the burgh. The grants
made by Bishops Kennedy and Graham were confirmed to the Friars by
King James III in 1479.
The Franciscan foundation appears to have had a relatively short and
somewhat troubled existence, and its later history includes an episode of burning by Norman Leslie in July 1547. followed by its eventual resignation to the burgh magistrates in May 1559. In June of
that same year, the Friary is said to have undergone some destruction
at the hands of the Reformers. A charter of September 1559, a few
months after the wave of destruction through the religious houses of
Scotland, records 'a piece of waste ground demolished in its buildings
and lately possessed by the Minor Friars, lying on the north side of
the market gate and going north as far as the North Street'. Finally,
in 1567, the former property of the Friars was granted to the burgh
by Queen Mary.
Lyon, refers to certain town charters, one of which mentions a tenement 'without the port of the market street, on the north side thereof, between the crofts of George Allan on the west, and the place of
the Minor Friars on the east'. The friary was therefore situated at
the extreme west end of Market Street on the north side beside the
town port. The 'Franciscanorum aedes' is clearly marked on the plan
produced by Geddy, c.1580, and in conflict with contemporary written
statements does not appear to be a roofless ruin at this date. However, systematic quarrying of the disused ecclesiastical buildings
had not ·begun in earnest until nearer the close of the century. Today,
Greyfriars Gardens covers the site of the Friary. A fragment of the
enclosing wall reputedly still serves as the western boundary of several
gardens at the north end of this street (NO 5068 1682), though the
Ordnance Survey investigator in 1956, reported that the wall indicated
on the 25" O.S. plan as 'monastery walls' appeared to be entirely
modern (O.S. Record Card NO 51 NW 4).
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In 1886, a well probably belonging to the Friary in the garden of
4, Greyfriars Gardens (NO 5069 1676) was cleaned out, revealing in
the process, several carved stones, two of which bore latin inscriptions (Hay Fleming, 1902, 110). This well was almost certainly associated with the priory.
What was probably the last remaining structural fragment of the house, an archway which stood in the northernmost garden, was removed in the nineteenth century (Hay Fleming,
1902' 111).
It is highly unlkikely that the west side of Greyfriars Garden will
be granted planning permission for development. The building of
Madras College Primary School (NO 5067 1678) in the last century,
and the recent adjacent frontage and backland development on the site
of the West Park Hotel (NO 506 167) may have disturbed any surviving
foundations, though on the hotel site, only medieval pottery was recovered during redevelopment (see page 20 ).
The Carmelite House
Early historians such as Spottiswoode and Brockie present conflicting
arguments regarding the presence of a Carmelite House in St.Andrews.
Brockie claimed that such a community was founded by Bishop William
de Laverdale in 1370, though in fact no such prelate existed. However, Brockie may be referring to Bishop William de Landallis, who
held office until 1385. The questionable evidence of foundation is
supported by Brockie with two now allegedly spurious charters of benefaction dated 1370 and 1378 (Cowan & Easson, 1976, 138). In spite of
this somewhat dubious origin, and the available inconclusive documentary evidence, a Carmelite house may have existed here over a very
short period of time. Documents dating to 1466 confirmed that Henry,
Bishop of St.Andrews had granted to the vicar and friars of the order
of Friars Minor in Scotland 'the place called Bethlem in the city of
.st.Andrews' at some time between 1403 and 1440. It was also recorded
that a house with a church had been built there by conventual brothers
and had been 'possessed and served' for more than forty years, permission was now being sought to reinhabit the house. The community
may have been Carmelite, as in May 1456, land in the Market Street of
St.Andrews is referred to in a charter as 'terram fratrum carmelitarum
9e Bedlem', but the petition for rehabilitation of this house for
Friars Minor appears to be associated with the foundation of the Observantine House, and the relationship between the two foundations if
any, is not clear.
The site of the Carmelite House would

appea~> therefore,from
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1887, 270) recorded a tradition prevalent in 1760 that the land to
the south of the Augustinian Priory was occupied by houses called
'the Noude' which were then speken of as a 'convent' which Pococke
speculates, may have been the site of the Carmelite House, but this
can probably be discounted. There is, however, still room for doubt
concerning the existence of the Friary. There is no archaeological
evidence to support the written word, and it is possible that such
references as there are, are simply a confusion between the grey
and white friars in the foundation documents of the Franciscan House.
The Chapels
Among the numerous ecclesiastical buildings known to have existed
in St.Andrews, are two chapels of which no trace now remains, but
of which future development or improvement projects in the areas concerned may allow investigation of their foundation and development.
(a) St. Peter's Chapel probably stood west of the junction of Gregory's Lane with East Scores (NO 5133 1681) in the present garden
of 3, North Street. This chapel is mentioned twice in the Chartulary of the Priory, once in an undated charter, and again in a document dated 1212. The position described above, as indicated by documentary sources, was apparently confirmed in the late nineteenth century by the discovery in the garden of 3, North Street of several tons
of hewn stones, including some segments of pi 11 ar or pillars of twelfth
century style, some 5' (l ·52m) in diameter (Hay Fleming, 1902, 80).
None of this material is recorded as being in situ, and could possibly
have come from either the site of the castle (NO 512 169) on a demolished building in the Cathedral complex. However, in the same garden several stone cists, orientated east-west, were found and very
probably represent a burial ground associated with the chapel.
Later references to this site are virtually unknown, and there is no
information currently available subsequent to the thirteenth century.
It seems possible to speculate that it existed at the latest only until the mid-sixteenth century, and very probably was demolished at
that time. Certainly it is not possible to identify the chapel, either
on the plan of 1580 or that of 1642 (Gordon, 1642). Any future improvements proposed for this area could usefully be monitored in the hope
of confirming the site, identifying the plan and determining the chronology of the chapel and its burial ground.
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Cathedral complex. In 1911, part of the base of an early English
clustered column was found during grave digging operations at approximately NO 5148 1662. The column rested upon a solidly built
foundation about 4 1 (1·2m) below the present ground surface, and
was identified by Hay Fleming (1931, 180) as the site of St. Magdalene's Chapel. The origins, development and plan of the chapel
It may be identified on the plan of 1580, and
are now obscur.e.
it is mentioned in charters as late as April 1571, but although
this may imply that it survived the iconoclasm of the Reformation,
this is not certain. The plan of St.Andrews surveyed by James
Gordon of R0thi emay in 1642 shows sever a1 of the Cathedra 1 .buildings
still intact, but it is not possible to isolate with certainty the
chapel on this plan.
Whatever the date of destruction, however, some remains are proven
to survive, and it is possible that the total plan of the building
could be recovered. However, grave digging operations since the
sixteenth century have probably disturbed the site to some extent,
though the build-up of material to the depth of 4 1 (1 '2m) quoted in 1911
will have afforded some protection. The site is not currently under
threat and is under the protection of the Secretary of State for
Scotland as an ancient monument.
The Hospitals
(a) St.Leonard's Hospital.
A hospital existed in St.Andrews in 1144, probably to provide accomodation for pilgrims to the shrine of St ::.Andrew. This building held
only six guests and until 1144 belonged to the Culdee church. In
this year it was officially transferred to the bishopric and conveyed to the Priory by Bishop Robert, who was also responsible for
enlarging the hospital. Mention of the building occurs again in 1183,
when its function is described as being for the reception of the poor,
pilgrims and visitors (Cowan and Easson, 1976, 190). At this date,
and later, it is referred to as the 'hospital of St.Andrews' and in
11 58-62, the 1 new hosp i ta 1 1 •
A bull of Pope Innocent IV in 1246 mentions the hospital of St.Andrew,
but another bull issued in 1248 by the same Pope refers to it as the
hospital of St.Leonard, a change in title which may have been due to
its reconsecration by Bishop David de Bernham. Owing to a decline in
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was used as a residence for old women and poor men (Cowan and Easson,
1976, 190) and at some time before 1413 St.Leonard's Church was built
to provide facilities for worship for the aged inmates. No trace
now remains of the hospital. It appears to have been still standing
in 1512, as Alexander Stewart, Archbishop of St. Andrews in that
year erected the hospital and church of St.Leonard into the college
of that name (Cowand And Easson, 1976, 190), but its later history
is uncertain. A property transfer document dating between 1240 and
1253 used the hospital as a boundary marker. Adam, son of Oden, sold
John Whyte, seventh prior of the Augustinian House, a piece of ground
which extended from South Street 'to the water that runs to the Abbey•
(the mill lade). The we·s tern boundary is identified in this document
as Abbey Street, and the eastern boundary as the hospital of St. Leonard (Henry, 1912, 180). This document provides the first mention
of its location. The Ordnance Survey centre the site at NO 5125
1657 beneath the present modern schoo 1 buildings. i~hether any remains would survive of the hospital is uncertain. The plan, the
date of foundation, and the eventualdi~solution of the institution
are all relatively uncertain, and any future proposed alterations at
ground level or extension to the present building on the site could
be usefully monitored.
(b} The Leper Hospital of the Blessed Nicholas.
For obvious reasons the medieval leper hospital lay without the burgh
boundary. It appears to have been in existence as early as 1127
when a donation was made to the foundation by Roger, Bishop of St.
Andrews. The founders were pr~bably the Prior and Canons of the
Augustinian Priory and it was probably one of the earliest leper
houses in Scotland. Charter evidence suggests that the hospital was
provided with a chapel and burial ground. By the fifteenth century,
leprosy began to be less ~ommon, and the building was increasingly
used for the benefit of the poor. Documentary evidence refers to a
'poors hospital 1 in May 1438, and there is a reference between 1568
and 1572 to an annual rent paid to the Blackfriars (to whom the endowments of the Hospital were conveyed in 1529) for the 'crypellis,
lamyt, blynd and pouir' of the hospital of St.Nicholas (Cowan and
Easson, 1976, 190).
Although it was apparently still in use in 1583 when an endowment of
victual was made to the 'poor folk present and to come• there is no
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re-iterated that the site was probably to the south-east of the
burgh, between the old coast road south from St. Andrews and the
sea, probably near the farm of St.Nicholas. Investigations by the
Ordnance Survey in 1964, provided some information concerning the
site (O.S.Record Card NO 51 NW 28). The farmer at St.Nicholas confirmed that about 30 human skeletons had been found about 1959 during
the excavation of drains and silo pits both within and on the north
side of the farm steading at NO 5179 1597. The remains lay in shallow deposits scarcely l' (0'3m) below the surface and apparently not
contained in coffins. They were subsequently re-buried in the same
area. Although no mention is made of any identifyable skeletal malformation amongst this material, it is assumed that this was the
leper burial ground. With regard to the actual buildings of the
hospital complex, the farmer recalled that during the ploughing of
an area centred at NO 5195 1580, several dressed stones had been
disturbed from possible building foundations. Inspection of the area
by Ordnance Survey investigators at that time proved negative, but
considering the relatively shallow depth at which all these remains
occurred the site may well be considered as threatened by agricultural
activity and monitored accordingly. It would be useful to recover the
limits and plan of such an early foundation and to establish a more
detailed chronology than is at present known.
The Castle
The Castle of St.Andrews is now a ruin, and lies to the west of the
cathedral and harbour on a low rocky outcrop bounded by the sea on
the north and east sides. On the landward side, the site was secured by a partially rock-cut ditch. Within these defences, the
castle buildings were laid out (NO 512 169).
The castle was traditionally founded by Bishop Roger in 1200 as the
residence of the ·Bishop, and later, Archbishop of the diocese of
St.Andrews. There is no indication at this present time that there
was any occupation of this site before the early thirteenth century,
but the possibility cannot be entirely discounted. The present buildings on the site date almost entirely from the sixteenth century,
though they both overlie and incorporate older structures. The earliest work still visible, is in the Fore Tower. The outer, or south
part of the tower wall was confirmed by archaeological excavation in
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the tower is primary and contained a large gateway, the jambs of
which had initially been contracted and finally completely removed.
The old floor level was visible on the side wall 3' l~" (0·94m) above
the present level. This is thought to be the remains of the castle
rebuilt by the English in 1336 (RCAHMS, 1933, 250). Repeated demolition of successive castles took place in the troubled times before
the sixteenth century. Bishop Roger's castle was destroyed in the
Wars of Independence to be rebuilt in 1336, demolished by the Regent
Moray in 1337. and reconstructed again between 1385 and 1401 by Bishop
Trail 'from the foundations'. A further phase of rebuilding took
place between 1543 and 1546 inaugurated by Cardinal Beaton. These
building works were seriously damaged in a siege in 1547 and subsequently demolished. A further and final reconstruction took place
at some time between 1549 and 1571 on behalf of Archbishop Hamilton,
and the importance of the site after this date recedes. According to
Knox, 'the castell of St.Andrews was razed to the ground, the Blokhous
thairof cast down and the wallis round about demolisched' (RCAHMS,
1933, 253).
The castle obviously fell into disuse after the Reformation as there
are several seventeenth century references to the site being quarried
for stone. In 1655, the main pier of the harbour was demolished in a
storm (see page 44 ) and rebuilt in 1656 with stone mostly taken from
the castle and the cathedral church (Grierson, 1833, 205). The Town
Council Minutes show that in this same year, slates and timber from
the castle were sold to assist in the harbour repairs (Hay Fleming,
1914-15, 228). Later in the same century, the accounts of Dr. Alexander Skene record further quarrying taking place on the site of the
castle between 1683 and 1690. Item 41 in his accounts record, for
example, payment for two men for labouring, they 'digged out of the
castle walls ane hundred .c art l.oad of stones, the accompter· pay 1 d for
.
.
carying ·them home to the Colledge and lodgeing them conveniently
therin' (Hay Fleming, 1919-20, 239). A further reference is made
probably about 1688, which records payment to 'Andrew Scot and William
Charles and barrow men with them, having wrought severall dayes in
digging stones out of the spur of the castle and carry1ng them up to
the tope of the hill 1 for the repair of St.Salvator 1 s College (Hay
Fleming, 1919-20, 238). Such encroachments on the fabric of the
castle are confirmed by John Slezer 1 s illustration drawn about 1685,
which shows the castle as a ruin.
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In 1892, the moat was partially cleared out, the interior of the
castle levelled, and extensive operations to consolidate the sea
wall were completed (Millar, 1895, 293). Since the late nineteenth
century, further consolidation has taken place to stabilize structural decay under the auspices of the Secretary of State for Scotland.
The main problems associated with the castle are related to its very
early history rather than its structural development. Should future
opportunities arise, it would be useful to establish whether the
site was occupied before 1200, and to identify any structural remains
before this period.
The University
As an early and powerful . centre of ecclesiastical influence, it is
not surprising that St.Andrews developed also as a centre of learning.
The earliest college founded here appears to be that of St. John's in
1418/19, Robert of Montrose rector of cul.ts gr.anted .a tenement and
certain annual yent~ to found 'a . c0lleg~ of theologians and artists
dedicated to St.John the Evangelist'. College buildings are however
mentioned in 1414 and 1416, so the foundation may be earlier. The
building was probably still in use in between 1456 and 1461, though
St. John's had virtually amalgamated with the Pedagogy after 1435,
which college apparently possessed its own buildings. St. John's fell
into disuse after 1461, but rebuilding took place of the chapel about
1497. The later fifteenth and early sixteenth century saw a decline
in the Pedagogy and St.John's and in 1538, they were replaced by St.
Mary's College (NO 5100 1660). The site of St. John's becoming in
1612 the location of a common hall and library for the university
(Cowan and Eas son, 1976, 232) •
St. Salvator's College was founded in 1450 by James Kennedy, Bishop
of St. Andrews. Of this college (NO 5099 1684) only the church now
remains. In 1747. the colleges of St.Salvator and St.Leonard joined
together as United College. Building and repairs appear to have been
carried out in the seventeenth century, as the accounts of Alexander
Skene (Hay Fleming, 1919-20, 239) record payment of labourers for
carrying stone from the castle •to the colleg_e and lodgeing them conveniently therein' and payment 1 for ane boat fill of oyster shells
from Newhaven for pinning the walls of the church and steeple'. The
ancient buildings of St.Salvators were demolished and replaced in the
mid-nineteenth century. Photographic prints made by David Octavius
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and SA 46), illustrate the character of those buildings, The north
range consisted of a long three storey building with an arcaded
ground floor entry. Demolition had taken place of the east wing,
toothings were all that remained on the south face of the north
block, and the new east wing had already been built. The wing adjacent to Butts Wynd was subsequently also removed, and the site is
still vacant. Hill and Adamson's prints show two conjoined long
blocks, the more northerly of the two with a low window at the northeast and suggesting a lower level in the interior: The north and
east sides of the quadrangle are occupied by the present substantial
college buildings, and it is very unlikely that any traces of the
earlier buildings now remain. In the case of the west wing adjacent
to Butt's Wynd, it is just possible that traces of the foundations
do survive, the cartographic evidence certainly suggests that the
site has remained unoccupied since the mid-nineteenth century demo1ition.
St. Leonard's College was founded by Alexander Stewart, Archbishop
of St.Andrews in 1512 and amalgamated with St.Salvators in 1747. The
history of the church and hospital of St.Leonard are discussed elsewhere (see page38 ). Little is known of the structural changes in
the buildings assigned to the co 11 ege at its foundation, but, Cardinal Beaton in a charter dated 1545 states that Prior Hepburn had
the chapter repaired and made addition to the existing church and
hospital. A long range of buildings on the south side of the church
was occupied as students lodgings until the unification with St. Salvators, after which they were abandoned and converted into private
houses (MacGibbon and Ross, 18.97, 448-50). There are now no visible
remains of the old college buildings with the exception of the restored church, and modern blocks have been erected on the site. It
seems unlikely that any further information can be gathered concerning
the location of the college buildings.
The Harbour
The harbour of St. Andrews (NO 516 165) is an estuary haven formed
in the mouth of the Kinness Burn. A fishing harbour here is mentioned
in documentary sources from 1222 (Graham, 1968-69, 267). St.Andrews
appears to have been prosperous in the twelfth century, its merchants
were chiefly of foreign origin (Roger, 1849, 69), but despite this,
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and the exchequer rolls show that goods were la~ded at Dundee and
Inverkeithing and carried overland to the burgh. The apparently limited harbour facilities in the fourteenth century did little to entice
foreign traders at that time, as is clearly reflected in the customs
collected at leading burghs in 1369. St. Andrews did not then rank
highly as a seaport (Millar, 1895, 315). The existence of the priory
appears to have stimulated some trade, as the seventeenth century
chronicler Martine recorded, the Senzie Fair held within the priory
in April for approximately 15 days, drew·into the harbour between two
and three hundred foreign vessels from Flanders, Holland and France,
with the destruction of the monastic houses, however, trade gradually
decayed throughout the seventeenth century.
The sheltered estuary and the steep rock rfdges running out to sea
at right angles to th~ coast, must initially have provided a convenient
beaching point below the town. There is, however,.no evidence of any
formal harbour works here before the early sixteeenth century. Geddy's
plan dating to circa 1580 illustrates two piers flanking an east-west
orientated entrance channel which then turns south at right angles,
into the harbour proper formed by the mouth of the Kinness Burn. The
south pier continues as a revetment to the east side of the harbour
for a distance comparable with that existing today. The pier at the
shore head is apparently of masonry, and continues south along the
west bank, almost to the southern limit of the cathedral precinct wall.
This is broken in two places by a short transverse pier (NO 5163 1656)
and a slipway opposite the Mill Port (NO 516 615). The history of
these early works after the sixteenth century is not entirely clear.
Early eighteenth cent~ry sources claimed that the main head or pier
of the harbour was formerly built of wood which extended to the utmost
point of the rocks, 'and in this fashion it stood a very long time'
(Graham, 1968-69, 268). This description was applied to the structure
as it stood before 1655, when, in December of that year the pier was
'totally beat down and demolished' and subsequently repaired with stone
taken from the castle and the cathedral (Graham, 1968-69, 268; Grierson,
1833, 205), but apparently rebuilt to only half the length of the old
pi er.
The plan of c.1580 does not make it clear if the piers of that date
were a timber frame with stone packing, or simply brandering applied
to a masonry face. Stone, however, appears to have been substituted
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'aislar work'. Timber continued to be· used to some extent in repairs
in the early seventeenth century, though it was increasingly replaced
by stone as the century progressed. The pier was apparently extended
in the early eighteenth century to something approaching the length
it had achieved in the sixteenth century, although subsequent reports
of its length are inconsistent and most probably reflect the effects
of unrepaired storm damage.
The present north pier shows the frequent repairs made during the
last few centuries, and only a basal course of boulders resting directly on bedrock and glimpsed rarely through thick seawood suggests
the presence of possible early foundations. Difficulty of access even
at low tide~ makes it impossible to establish the presence of any
facing timber slots, which would suggest a relatively early date. The
harbour basin south of this northerly pier has been visibly artificially deepened, so that the piers stand on cut away natural rock above
the channel. A memorandum in ~he town minutes for 1846 mentions attempts
made to deepen the harbour, to clear out sand, boulders and projecting
rock ridges to improve facilities for shipping.
It seems unlikely therefore, that there are clearly identifyable remains of fifteenth century or earlier harbour works. However, it is
possible that future renovation on the existing haven would allow
the reconstruction of a chronology based upon past repairs in conjuntion with the surviving documentary evidence, - perhaps as far back
as the sixteenth century.
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