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GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE FIFTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland, and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, to Our Trusty
and Well-beloved James Archibald Morris, Esquire, Associate, Royal Scottish
Academy, Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects, Fellow of the
Royal Society of Edinburgh, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,Greeting!
WHEREAS it pleased His late Majesty by Warrant under His Royal Sign
Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred and eight, to
direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union
to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing Our
Right Trusty and Well-beloved Counsellor Sir Herbert Eustace Maxwell, .Baronet,
together with the several persons therein mentioned to be Commissioners to make an
Inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and Constructions connected
with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilisation, and conditions of life
of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
AND WHEREAS a vacancy has occurred amongst the Commissioners so
appointed.
NOW KNOW YE that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint you the said James Archibald Morris to
be one of the Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inquiry.
Given at Our Court of Saint James's the twelfth day of July 1930, in the Twentyfirst Year of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,
WM. ADAMSON.
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ELEVEN1~H

REPOR'f

OF THE

ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT AND
HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF SCOTLAND

To

THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,-

We, Your Majesty's Commissioners, appointed to make an Inventory of the
Ancient and Historical Monuments and Constructions connected with or illustrative
of the contemporary culture, civilisation, and conditions of life of the people in
Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707, and to specify those which seem
most worthy of preservation, humbly present to Your Majesty this our Eleventh
Report. The Inventory deals with the monuments and constructions in the counties
of Fife, Kinross, and Clackmannan, and appended to the Report is a list of those
which, in the opinion of Your Commissioners, seem most worthy of preservation.
The list is divided into two groups: (a) those which appear to be specially in need of
protection, and (b) those worthy of preservation but not in imminent risk of demolition or decay.
We tender to Your Majesty our respectful thanks for the gracious message
which accompanied Your Majesty's acceptance of the volume embodying our
previous Report with Inventory of Monuments in Midlothian and West Lothian.
Your Commissioners desire to acknowledge the ready co-operation of owners of
lands and historic buildings in the area under review. They would also express
their thanks to Mr. Brian C. Clayton for a number of photographs; to the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland for the use of blocks and other facilities; and, for special
assistance in various ways, to the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, Sir Ralph Anstruther
of Ba1caskie, Dr. Francis J. Grant, Lyon King of Arms, Professors Rose, Baxter,
and Waterston of St. Andrews, Professors Kennedy and Calder, Edinburgh, Professor
Ritchie, Aberdeen, the Rev. Dr. Stephen, Inverkeithing, the late Dr. Hay Fleming,
Miss Longhurst of the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, Mr. George B. Deas,
architect, Kirkcaldy, Mr. J. F. Matthew of Messrs. Lorimer & Matthew, Edinburgh,
Mr. Reginald Fairlie, architect, Edinburgh, Mr. Andrew T. Richardson, Kirkcaldy,
Dr. Mears, Leuchars, Mr. J. M. Mitchell, County Clerk, Fife, Mr. D. A. R. Cuthbert,
County Clerk, Kinross, Mr. E. A. Urquhart, Edinburgh, Wing-Commander Insall,
R.A.F., Donibristle, Dr. J. Graham Callander, Director of the National Museum
of Antiquities, Mr. J. Wilson Paterson of Your Majesty's Office of Works,
Mr. J. S. Richardson, Your Majesty's Inspector of Ancient Monuments for Scotland,
and other willing helpers.
v

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

In the present volume three counties are treated together in consideration of
their occupying a peninsular area, which results in their having much local history
in ·common. The district under survey has been greatly affected by the extensive
reclamation of land from the wild within late historic time, and also by development of the mining industry. These operations have necessarily involved the
destruction of much prehistoric material, the previous existence whereof is vouched
for, in a number of cases, by printed records. Nevertheles3, enough material remains
to illustrate the earliest occupation of the area, some of it indeed of special value.
In common with the rest of Scotland this district has suffered grievously in the
destruction of ancient ecclesiastical buildings. In Fife alone there were eleven
monastic establishments, including houses of friars, among the more important being
the Augustinian Priory of the metropolitan see of St. Andrews and the Benedictine
Abbey of Dunfermline with its early and late association with Royalty. Fortunately,
part of the house of Grey Friars at Inverkeithing has escaped the ruthless ruin that
has obliterated so many noble buildings.
As regards secular architecture Fife, since the sixteenth century, has been
remarkable for the number and distinction of its baronial residences, whereof a considerable number still remain and are duly recorded in the Inventory.
Noteworthy, also, are the structural survivals in the ancient royal burghs in
Fife, o~ which so many once flourished on the southern coast as to give it a distinctive
pre-emmence.
Your Commissioners wish to record their sense of the loss sustained through the
death of Dr. Thomas Ross, an original member of the Commission, upon whose
counsel as an erudite architect they had frequent occasion to rely. They welcome
the appointment of Mr. James Archibald Morris, R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., to fill the
vacancy.
Your Commissioners have further to deplore the loss of an esteemed colleague in
the person of Professor Gerard Baldwin Brown who, after taking a full share
in preparing the present Report, died on 12th July 1932. He had served on
the Commission since its original appointment in 1908, and, as Professor of Fine Art
in the University of Edinburgh, was specially qualified to take a useful part
in its work.
~
HERBERT MAXWELL, Chairman.
NOVAR.
THOMAS H. BRYCE.
JAMES CURLE.
ALEXR. O. CURLE.
JAMES A. MORRIS.
GEO. MACDONALD.
W. MACKAY MACKENZIE, 5 ecr etar'\' .

EDINBURGH,

lIth October 1932.
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LIST OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS
WHICH T HE COMMISSIONERS DEEM MOST WORTHY OF PRESERVATION
IN THE COUNTIES OF

FIFE, KINROSS, AND CLACKMANNAN.

FIFE
MONUMENTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS SPECIALLY I N NEED OF PROTECTION.
PARISH.

Abdie
Anstruther Wester
Burntisland
Creich
Culross
Dalgety
Dunfermline
Dysart
Kinghorn
Newburgh
Tulliallan

E CCLESIASTICAL STRUCTURES .

Abdie Church (No. I).
"Chapel, " Isle of May (No. 39).
Old Parish Church, Kirkton (No. 69).
St. Devenic's Church (No. 140).
Old Parish Church (No. 149).
St. Mungo's Chapel (No. 151) .
St. Bridget's Church (No. 180).
Rosyth Church (No. 196).
St. Serf's Church (No. 224).
Old Parish Church (No. 339).
Lindores Abbey (No. 434) .
Old Parish Church (No. 528).
SECULAR STRUCTURES.

Denmylne Castle (No.2).
lAberdour Castle (No. 17).
Lochore Castle (No. 54).
Craighall Castle (No. 99).
Creich Castle (No. 141).
" The Study" (No. 158 (IS)).
Hospital (No. 157).
Carslogie House (No. 169).
Cupar
Dairsie Castle (No. 177).
Dairsie
lCollairnie Castle (No. 192).
Dunbog
Pittarthie Castle (No. 218) .
Dunino
Balmbreich Castle (No. 259) .
Flisk
Mountquhanie Castle (No. 319).
Kilmany .
Seafield Tower (No. 343) .
Kinghorn
Pitteadie Castle (No. 342).
Kirkcaldy
Ravenscraig Castle (No. 364).
Largo
Pitcruivie Castle (No. 374).
Leuchars .
Pitcullo Castle (No. 399).
Logie
Cruivie Castle (No. 407).
,I Scheduled under the Acts of 1913 and 1931 as a monument of national importance.
Abdie
Aberdour
Ballingry
Ceres
Creich
Culross

vii
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PARISH.

SECULAR STRUCTURES.

Markinch
Moonzie
St. Monans
Tulliallan
Wemyss

Bandon Tower (No. 412).
Lordscairnie Castle (No. 433).
Newark Castle (No. 486).
ITulliallan Castle (No. 529).
"Macduff's" Castle (No. 535).

Saline

Camp, Cowstrandburn (No. 488).

FORT.

MONUMENTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS DESERVING PROTECTION, BUT NOT IN
IMMINENT RISK OF DEMOLITION OR DECAY.
~

PARISH.

Balmerino
Carnock
Cupar
Dalgety
Inverkeithing
Kilconquhar
Kilrenny
Pittenweem
St. Andrews

ECCLESIASTICAL STRUCTURES.

IBalmerino Abbey (No. 60).
Old Parish Church (No. 93).
St. Michael's Church (No. 168) .
Fordell Chapel (No. 18I).
2" The Palace" or Hospitium of the Grey Friars (No. 276) .
Old Parish Church (No. 3IO).
Balcarres Chapel (No. 3II).
Tower, Parish Church (No. 327).
Pittenweem Priory (No. 444).
Abbey Wall (No. 460) .
St. Leonard's Church (No. 462).
SECULAR STRUCTURES.

Ceres
Crail
Culross
Dalgety
Elie
Falkland
Markinch
Monimail
St. Andrews

IScotstarvit Tower (No. 98).
Balcomie Castle (No. 123).
3The Palace (No. 152).
Fordell Castle (No . 182) .
Ardross Castle (No. 233).
IFalkland Palace (No. 238).
Balgonie Castle (No. 414).
Monimail Tower (No. 428).
West Port (No. 469).
FORTS .

Abdie
Ceres
Culross

Clatchard Craig (No.5).
The Covert, Scotstarvit (No. ro6).
Castlehill Wood (No. 16I).
Keir Plantation (No. 160).
Cults
Lady Mary's Wood, Walton Hill (No. 166).
Dunbog
Norman's Law (No. 193).
Dunfermline
Castle Craigs, Craigluscar Hill (No. 207).
Falkland
Dunshelt Plantation (No. 243).
Maiden Castle (No. 242).
East Lomond (No. 244).
Forgan
Links Wood, near St. Fort (No. 269).
Kettle
Down Law (No. 303).
1 Scheduled under the Acts of 1913 and 1931 as a monument of national importanct'.
2 Now acquired by the Town Council for conservation.
3 Acquired by the NatiOlla1 Trust for Places of Historic Interest , etc.
Vlll
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PARISH.

CAIRNS.

Balmerino
Collessie .
Markinch
Strathmiglo

Greenhill (No. 63).
Bell-barrow, Cairnfield Muir (No. II4).
Cairn and Stone Circle, Balbirnie (No. 418) .
West Lomond (No. 501).
Tumulus near Gateside (No. 502).

Carnbee
Collessie
Dalgety
Dunfermline
Dysart
Kilrenny
Kinghorn
Largo
Markinch
Torryburn

Easter Pitcorthie (No. 88).
Newton (No. II7).
Fordell South Lodge (No. 189).
Easter Pitcorthie (No. 208).
Bogleys (No. 228).
West Pitcorthie (No. 332).
N. Glassmount (2) (No. 346).
Lundin Links (3) (No. 379).
Balfarg (2) (No. 420).
Torryburn (No. 526) .

STANDING STONES.

CROSS-SHAFTS AND CROSS-SLABS.

Crail

ISauchope (No. 128).
Stone inside Church (No. 121).
ISculptured Stone at Church Gate (No. 380).
Stob Cross (No. 423).
IMugdrum House (No. 436).
ISculptured Stones (8) Abercrombie Church (No. 484).

Largo
Markinch
Newburgh
St. Monans

MISCELLANEOUS.

Abdie
Cults
Dairsie
Dunfermline
Kilmany
Kilrenny
Leuchars .
Markinch
St. Andrews
Strathmiglo
Wemyss .

ISculptured Stone at Lindores (No.6).
ISymbol Stone, Walton (No. 167).
Dairsie Bridge (No. 178).
"St. Margaret's Stone" (No. 214) .
Cup-marked boulder, Lochmaloney (No. 325).
The Skeith Stone (No. 331).
IGuard Bridge (No. 405).
Maiden Castle, Dunipace Hill (No. 421).
Peekie Bridge, Kenly Burn (No. 470).
IShrine-shaped Monument, St. Leonard's School (No. 479) .
Court Knowe, Gornogrove (No. 505).
Sculpturings, Wemyss Caves ( o. 541).

Note.-The following monuments are in the guardianship of H.M. Office of Works and are
not included in the foregoing lists :Mo UMENT.

PARISH .

Aberdour

IInchcolm Abbey (No. 14).
1
Do.
Hog-backed Monument (No. 23).
Culross .
ICulross Abbey (No. ISO).
Dunfermline
Dunfermline Abbey (No. 197).
1 Scheduled under the Acts of 1913 and 1931 as a monument of national importance.
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MONUMENT.

PARISH.

Inverkeithing
Kinglassie
St. Andrews

Rosyth Castle (No. 277).
lCross-shaft, Dogton (No. 354) .
The Cathedral (No. 455) and Precincts.
IBlackfriars Chapel (No. 464).
st. Mary's Church, Kirkheugh (No. 453).
The Castle (No. 465).

KINROSS
MONUMENTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS SPECIALLY IN NEED OF PROTECTION
PARISH.

E CCLESIASTICAL STRUCTURE .

Portmoak

St. Serf's Priory (No. 581).

Cleish
Fossoway
Portmoak

Dowhill Castle (No. 547).
Aldie Castle (No. 556).
Arnot Tower (No. 582).

SECULAR STRUCTURES.

MONUMENTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS DESERVING PROTECTION, BUT NOT IN
IMMINENT RISK OF DEMOLITION OR DECAY.
PARISH.

SECULAR STRUCTURE.

Kinross

lLochleven Castle (No. 567).

Cleish

Drumglow (No. 549).

Cleish

Drumglow (No. 550).

Orwell

Orwell (2) (No. 577).

FORT.

CAIRN.

STANDING STONES.

Note.-The following monument is in the guardianship of H .M. Office of Works and is not
included in the foregoing lists :PARISH.

Orwell

MONUMENT.

IBurieigh Castle (No. 575).

CLACKMANNAN
MONUMENTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS SPECIALLY IN NEED OF PROTECTION.
PARISH.

Alloa
1

ECCLESIASTICAL STRUCTURE.

Parish Church, Tullibody (No. 586).
Scheduled under the Acts of 1913 and 1931 as a monument of national importance.
x
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SECULAR STRUCTURES.

Clackmannan
Dollar

lClackmannan Tower (No. 606).
Castle Campbell (No. 615).
MISCELLANEOUS.

Cist Cover, Tillicoultry House (No. 617).

Tillicoultry

MONUMENTS AND CONSTRUCTIONS DESERVING PROTECTION, BUT NOT IN
IMMINENT RISK OF DEMOLITION OR DECAY.
ECCLESIASTI CAL STRUCTURE.

PARISH.

Old Parish Church (No. 587).

Alloa

SECULAR STRUCTURES.

Alloa Tower (No. 588).
lOld Bridge, Bridgend (No. 590).
Menstrie Castle (No. 602).

Alloa
Alva

CROSS-SLAB.

Hawk Hill (No. 596) .

Alloa
1

Scheduled under the Acts of 1913 and 1931 as a monument of national importance.
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INTRODUCTION
TO

INVENTORY OF ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL MONUMENTS
AND CONSTRUCTIONS IN THE COUNTIES OF FIFE, KINROSS,
AND CLACKMANNAN
The area embraced by the present Report and Inventory comprises the
neighbouring counties of Fife, Kinross, and Clackmannan, which, for convenience,
have been treated together.
I.
ARCHJEOLOGICAL REMAINS.
These counties form a partially isolated geographical unit between the North Sea
on the east, the Firth of Tay on the north, the Firth of Forth on the south, and on
the west the Ochil Hills, which rise steeply above the gorge of Allan Water near its
junction with the River Forth and extend north-eastwards for a distance of 27 miles
to the Firth of Tay at Newburgh. The area thus defined is about 52 miles in extreme
length, roughly east and west, by 21 miles in greatest breadth. Naturally, it has
always been most accessible from the sea, particularly as through the whole range
of the Ochil Hills on the landward side there are but three practicable passes, that
of Glendevon, which at one point rises to a height of goo feet above sea-level, that
of Glenfarg nine miles farther to the north-east, and that of Lindores above the shore
of the Firth of Tay, the two latter being now followed by railways. The Ochils
are continued eastwards in a double line parallel to the Firth of Tay till they reach
the barren waste known as Tents Moor, while to the south another stret ch of uplands
radiates eastwards from the Lomonds on the border of Kinross to widen out into the
high-lying moors of the East Neuk between St. Andrews Bay and Largo Bay. These
two lines of higher land enclose the flat Howe of Fife, which is the western part
of the strath of the River Eden. To the south-west is another hilly region, whose
highest points are the Saline Hills on the border of Clackmannan, and the Cleish
Hills on that of Kinross.
Much of the area under review was in ancient times covered with forest, which,
however, by the sixteenth century had been almost completely cut down.! On the
level stretches, too, were many lakes 2 which have since been drained away in the
course of agricultural improvement, leaving little or no trace of their former existence.
In the neighbourhood of these sheets of water and in many other parts were morasses
or peat-bogs, the former presence of which is still attested either by place-names
or by documents.
1

Pitscottie, Bk. XX, Chap. xiii; Fynes Moryson in Early Travellers in Scotland, p. 85.

2

Cf. Boece, Descriptio Regni; f.5 (verso) in Scotorum Historiae (Edit. 1574). Maps of the province in

Blaeu's Novus Atlas, Part V, 1654.
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No structural remains or pottery of a definitely Neolithic character are recor~ed
from Fife, Kinross, or Clackmannan, which in this respect present a parallel wIth
the Lothians. 1 It must be noted, however, that some artifacts of a very early
type have been found. From the island of Inchkeith (No. 347), which is included in
the parish of Kinghorn, came bone" flaking-tools" of a type associated at qbap
and on the island of Oronsay with remains which are representative of a pre-NeolIthIc
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FIG. 2.-Distribution Map of Prehistoric Monuments.
N .B.-A number known from records cannot be exactly located.

culture. In each of the three counties under review stray implements of stone, including flint, have been picked up in various localities, chiefly near the sea, and about a score
of such axe-heads and perforated axe-hammers are lodged in the National Museum,
while quite as many more exist in private collections. There have also been sporadic
finds of flint arrow-heads in Fife, but only one example is known to have come from
Clackmannan, and none from Kinross-shire. Since stone continued to be used in such
1 Cf. Inventories: East Lothian and Midlothian and West Lothian. Since the publication of the former
Inventory many fragments of pottery vessels have been found at Hedderwick, East Lothian, which, it is
thought, may belong " either to the late Stone Age or to the overlap period between it and the Bronze
Age. "-Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxiii (I928-9), p. 35.
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ways long after the introduction of metal, these later artifacts cannot, of course,
be definitely set down as Neolithic any more than can the two dug-out canoes of
oak, one of them 28 feet long, which were found in the estuary of the Tay opposite
Newburgh, or the two that were embedded in the sand of Port Ling, between North
Queensferry and Inverkeithing. 1
If a possible explanation of the absence of sepulchral monuments of the N eolithic phase of culture, as well as of the scarcity of stone artifacts in these eastern
counties of Scotland, is the existence of natural obstacles which discouraged men
of Neolithic culture from effective settlement, these were obviously less serious
for a people possessing tools of metal. This may be why relics of a Bronze culture
survive in fair quantity. Inspection of the Distribution Map (Fig. 2) shows that
prehistoric remains of this class generally occur within the regions of higher ground
described above, ' being found at moderate elevations between the loftier ridges,
a fact which might be taken to indicate the preference of the early people for elevated
sites as settlements. On the other hand, it must be kept in mind that the record may
not be at all complete, as on the lower levels prehistoric remains would suffer most
from the extension of agriculture and the growth of local industries. Many monuments, indeed, we know have been destroyed in this way. For example, at one
time "there appears to have been a number of tumuli" in the neighbourhood of
Burntisland,2 of which there is now no evidence; in the parish of Kettle eight barrows,
three of which had specific names, have disappeared under the plough; 3 and" several
cairns or tumuli, composed of small stones" in the parish of Forgan 4 no longer exist.
Similar records of monuments which have not survived come from the parishes of
Saline,5 Newburgh,6 Balmerino,7 Collessie,8 Cupar,9 etc.
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS.

Cairns and Tumuli.-The total number of such monuments mentioned in the
Inventory is 63, including several of which there is authentic record but which
have now entirely disappeared. Even those of which there is still material evidence
have been greatly reduced in size, occasionally to an extent which leaves their
character only just discernible. With the exception of that on the West Lomond
(No. 501), which is at an altitude of 1721 feet, they occur at heights varying from 150
to 500 feet above sea-level.
These monuments are usually cairns of stone, but two of them are earthen
tumuli, while others of the same character are believed to have existed formerly.
The example at Cairnfield Muir (No. II4) in the parish of Collessie is one of the few
examples in Scotland of the "bell-barrow," i.e. of a circular burial-mound surrounded by a ditch. But three which were apparently of the same type seem to have
existed at one time on the adjoining lands of Melville Muir (d. No. IIS).
Some of the cairns of stone were originally of considerable size. Thus from
that on Gask Hill, Newton of Collessie (No. II6), which was excavated in 1876- 7,
" upwards of a thousand cart-loads of stones were removed."lo Similarly, Harelaw
Historical and Statistical Account oj DunJermline, Rev. P. Chalmers, vol. ii (1859), p. 388.
New Stat. Acct., ix, p. 414. 3 Stat. Acct., i, p. 381; New Stat. Acct., ix, p . 106. 4 Ibid., ix, p. 508.
S Ibid., p. 799.
6 Ibid., p. 71.
7 Balmerino and its Abbey, by Rev. J. Campbell, passim.
8 Proc. Soc. Ant., ix (1870-2), p. 151.
9 Stat. Acct., xvii, pp. 158-9.
10 Scotland in Pagan Times , Bronze and Stone Age, by Dr. Joseph Anderson , p. 4.
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FIG. 3.-Food-vessel Urn from
Kings barns Law, Fife (p. xxxv).

FIG. 4.-Food-vessel Urn from Greenhill Cairn,
F ife (p. xxxv).

FIG. 6.-Incense-cup from Wester Bucklyvie,
Fife (p . xxxv) .

FIG. 5.-Beaker from Dairsie,
Fife (p. xxxv). Cf. Fig. 14 .

F IG. S.-Cinerary Urn from Shanwell, Kinrossshire (p . xxxv).

FIG. 7.-Beaker from Collessie,
Fife (No. rr6).

REPRESENTATIVE URNS.
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Cairn (No. 55) was, before excavation, " composed of several hundred cart-loads of
stones,"! and the great cairn on the West Lomond also would appear to have been
at one time much larger than it now is.
Such of these constructions as have been excavated were found to possess certain
features in common. Within the margin of each was a setting of stones, which at
Calais Muir (No. 215) was continuous, but at Newton of Collessie and Greenhill
(No. 63) was incomplete or incompleted,2 while at Harelaw Cairn the stones formed
the foundations of a wall, and at Norrie's Law (No. 378) of two rude concentric
walls. At Balbirnie (No. 418) this feature seems to be represented by an external
circle of standing stones. Again, each cairn had apparently been raised over a central
cist for an unburnt burial, but secondary interments of cremated remains were found
in the subsoil, except in the case of Calais Muir, where they were in the body of the
tumulus. In the Harelaw Cairn and at Calais Muir the central cist had its joints
cemented with a clay or ochreous substance. From the cist at Newton of Collessie
came half of a handsome urn of drinking-cup or " beaker " type (Fig. 7); at Calais
Muir the urn within the cist was a " food-vessel," while there was no urn in the cist
of Harelaw Cairn. On the other hand, the urns from the burials in the subsoil of the
cairns were mostly food-vessels,3 although one from the Newton example was of the
beaker type, and in the Calais Muir tumulus the secondary interments were all
accompanied by cinerary urns. A tapering blade of bronze was found in one of the
burials underlying the cairn at Newton, Collessie. These facts appear to provide
evidence of the cairns having been intermittently used for sepulchral purposes
throughout at least the greater part of the period that immediately preceded the
introduction of iron.
Burials without Cairn or Tumulus : Cemeteries.-The number of burials of
this class throughout the district is very large. Of isolated examples the most interesting is that recorded at Dairsie, Fife (No. 179), where a beaker urn (Fig. 5) and four barbed
arrow-heads of flint (Fig. 14) were found within a cist. Grouped burials, however, forming
small cemeteries, have been reported in greater numbers from Fife than from any other
county in Scotland. One at Pitreavie (No. 217) contained six cists placed close to
each other, from which came three urns of food-vessel type. At Wormistone (No. 133)
were thirty cists disposed in two regular rows at equal distances apart. There is
also a record 4 of a group of over a dozen cists, containing cinerary urns and" incensecups" at Denbeath near Methil. More numerous than the cemeteries of cists are
those of cinerary urns containing cremated remains. At Kingskettle, in the parish of
Kettle, (No. 309) four cinerary urns and one apparently of the incense-cup variety
occurred together. An urnfield in the parish of Ceres (No. no) is said to have consisted
of a central urn with thirty others arranged round it in a circle. At Lawhead,
St. Andrews, (No. 483) were found a score of cinerary urns containing or covering burnt
bones. A determining fact here was the discovery in one urn of " two thin bronze knives
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxvi (I89I-2), p. II7.
At Newton" we did not meet with it on the south-east side .... It seemed therefore as if it had not
completely encircled the cairn ."-Anderson's Scotland in Pagan Times, p. 5.
3 The food-vessel is confined to the British Isles and is believed to have been evolved from a Neolithic
type, while the larger cinerary urn is regarded as the direct descendant of the food-vessel. Further, the
appearance of the beaker, which was introduced from the Continent, is believed to coincide with the
beginning of a Bronze culture, and the cinerary urn to be a product of its full development.
4 Reliquary and Illustrated Archaeologist, July I907, pp. I89-93.
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about 3 inches in length." In the parish of Creich two such groups are noted, one at
Carphin House (No. 146), in which fourteen out of twenty-two urns were placed singly
three feet apart in a row; and another at Craiglog (No. 147), where six were simply
crowded together. At Westwood, near Newport, (No. 274) nine or ten urns were
disposed on the circumference of a circle 14 feet in diameter, two of them being small
ones within larger vessels. The features common to five of these urn cemeteriesa
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FIG. 9.- Distribution Map of Bronze Age Cemet eries so far as known, some only from old records.

Drummy Wood (No. 308), Westwood, Lawhead, and two in Creich parish,
have been summarised in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xiii (1878- 9), p. II3, and they are
characteristic of all the examples noted above: the cinerary urns are nearly all of
the same form, they have similar ornamentation, they were set in the earth at slight
depths beneath the surface, and they were in most cases inverted over the cremated
remains. In a recent discovery at Cowdenbeath (No. 58),1 however, five urns had all
been set upright on their flat bases.
Two small cemeteries are recorded from the parish of Orwell in Kinross-shire,
that near Shanwell House (No. 580), where one of the four urns contained an
ornamented oval bronze blade (Fig. 17), and the other near the Standing Stones
1

Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxv (193D-1} pp. 261-9·
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(No. 577)· In the neighbourhood of Hawk Hill, Clackmannanshire, (No. 595) an
unspecified number of cists contained in all twenty-two cinerary urns, and from one
of the burials were recovered two fine penannular rings of gold.
Stone Circ1es.-Out of six circles of standing stones existing or known to have
existed in Fife and Clackmannanshire three have totally disappeared. No surviving
example is complete, the group of seven stones at Balbirnie (d. No. 418) being really,
as already mentioned, an outer setting to a round cairn. At Lundin Links in Largo
parish, Fife, (No. 379) three irregularly shaped pillars of red sandstone, varying in
height from about 10 to 17 feet, are evidently the surviving units of a circle approximately 54 feet in diameter. One other stone at least is known to have stood here
formerly, while there is a record also of " ancient sepulchres" having been found
"near them."
Standing Stones.-Twenty-one standing stones-apart from symbol stones,
early Christian monuments, and isolated boulders such as boundary stones-have
been noted as surviving in the counties at elevations varying from 100 to 500 feet
above sea-level, and others are known to have existed. In two Fife cases, one at
Glassmount in Kinghorn parish (No. 346) and the other at Balfarg in Markinch
parish (No. 420), and in one case in Kinross-shire (No. 577) they are in pairs. A
standing stone on the farm of Easter Pitcorthie in Carnbee parish, Fife, (No. 88) 1 is
covered with cup-markings of varying size scattered indiscriminately over the upper
portion of the south face, and in the centre of these markings, there is also a very
clearly cut impression shaped like a human foot. 2 The upper portion of the north face
is badly weathered, but there are indefinite traces of cup-markings near the base.
The stone at West Pitcorthie in Kilrenny parish, Fife, (No. 332) has on its eastern
face a series of hollows closely resembling small cup-marks, but they are of doubtful
character. On the one at Torryburn (No. 526), however, the cup-marks on its eastern
face are perfectly clear. What appears to have been a holed stone (Scottice, "thirlstane ")
-the only perforated example in the county-has been recorded from the farm of
Craigs, near Dunfermline (No. 209). The remainder are undressed pillars of varying
size without any features of special interest. In Clackmannanshire only one stone
(No. 612) survives, while in Kinross-shire the single instance is that of the stones at
Orwell, noted above.
Two standing stones, namely that at Newton of Collessie (No. I I 7) and the
" Skeith Stone" (No. 331), are not here included in this class, since they bear sculpturings which seem to bring them into a different category.
Certain stones still .bear the name of " Lecker Stane" (No. 569) or " Lecture
Stane" (Nos. 552, 569), and others are known to have been so called. The name
clearly reproduces the" Lykyrstyne" of an early document, 3 where it is defined as " a
heap of stones" (acervus lapidum) i.e. a burial cairn. The cases cited, however, are
single stones.
1 The place-name" Pitcorthie," which includes the old Gaelic coirthe, "a pillar stone" (d. Prof.
Watson's Celtic Place Names oj Scotland, p. 4I2), occurs in three parishes in the county of Fife, namely
Carnbee, Dunfermline, and Kilrenny, and in each instance a standing stone is found in the immediate
vicinity (d. Nos. 88, 208 and 332). This association has been noted also elsewhere in Scotland (d. Proc.
Soc. Ant. Scot., xxxvii (I902-3) p. 2II).
2. On such impressions see Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xiii (I878-9), p. 28-47·
3 Reg. Prior. S. Andree, p. I.
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CUP-AND-RING-MARKED STONES.

Besides the standing stones sculptured with cup-and-ring marks, five similarly
marked boulders are included in the Inventory. Four of these are in the county
of Fife, and one (No 617) is in Clackmannanshire. None has been noted in
Kinross-shire. The one in Newburgh parish, Fife, (No. 438) has long been believed
to be the base of a cross traditionally associated, as a place of sanctuary, with
the name of Macduff, but ·the accuracy of the attribution is open to question,
since the boulder shows no indications of having been socketed for the reception
of a shaft, while on the upper part of the surface is a group of what appear to be
undoubted cup-markings. Another example near Lochmaloney House (No. 325), in
Kilmany parish, is a somewhat hog-backed boulder, 3 feet in height, bearing a series
of cup-marks on the top. In a third example (No. 245), preserved at Falkland Palace,
two of the cups are ringed and open into gutters)eading to a wider channel. The
remaining Fife example (No. 214), in Dunfermline parish, is a huge boulder measuring
8t feet by 4 feet 7 inches by It feet, which has cup-marks over the whole surface of
one of its broad faces, except where it is broken by a modern chiselled panel bearing
the designation "St. Margaret's Stone." Cup-marks and a single cup-and-ringmarking have been noted also on the vertical faces of rock in the caves at East Wemyss
(d. No. 541).
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS.

Constructions of the type here dealt with are commonly called "hill-forts,"
as they almost invariably stand ~m high ground and are protected by one or more
ramparts of earth or stone with a ditch or ditches. In most cases at least they
are all that has survived of the villages or settlements of the early inhabitants. In
our present state of knowledge, however, it is not possible to differentiate with
certainty between forts erected at different periods, unless typical relics are found
within their area, and even then the possibility of continued or successive occupation at different stages of culture must be taken into account. What is certain is that,
while many were inhabited and probably constructed soon after the introduction of .~
iron, they continued in use even well down into later historic times.
But it was hardly to be expected that the district would escape the epidemic of
Roman fever which broke out in the beginning of the 18th century, particularly as
Sir Robert Sibbald, who claims credit for" having broken the Ice first in this way
of Writing of our Antiquities," was himself a native. Chapter VII of his History oj
Fije is entitled" Concerning the Actions and the Exploits oj the Romans in this Country,"
and is mainly occupied with an account of the attack made by the Caledonians on
the Ninth Legion under cover of darkness. Among the few more or less definite
suggestions he puts forward is one identifying Lochore (No. 54) with the Orrea of
Ptolemy, partly because of the supposed similarity of the names and partly because
" at the end of the Loch, about an old Chapel, there are trenches." For the rest, he
is content with prophecy: "Without doubt, After-times may discover in this Shire
. . . many Roman antiquities, when Curious Persons will search for them." Alexander
Gordon, too, was convinced that Lochore was Roman, recognising in it, however,
not a town, but the veritable camp of the Ninth Legion. As time went on, Sibbald'c
prediction was amply fulfilled. A hundred years after Gordon's day, much ink an ·
not a little ingenuity was wasted in attempting to prove that Fife had been the scene
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FIG. lo . -F ort, Clatchard Craig (No.5).

Hoyal A ir Force, Official, Crown Copyright Reserved.

F IG. lr.- Fort, Norman 's L a w (No. 193) .
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FIG. 12.- Fort, Maiden Castle, W est Lomond (No 242).
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FI G. 13.- Fort, East Lomond (No. 244) .
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of Agricola's « crowning mercy," and that Tacitus had inadvertently « mistaken the
Lomond Hill for Mount Grampius." That is the theme of a long dissertation presented
to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in r8z8 by Lt.-Col. Miller, 1 who had, however,
been more than anticipated by the Rev. Andrew Small of Edenshead. On the titlepage of his Interesting Roman Antiquities Recently Discovered in Fife, published in
r8z3, Small sets forth that, besides ascertaining the site of the great battle, he h;;l.s
determined « the position of five Roman towns, and the site and names of upwards
of seventy Roman forts." The value of his determinations may be judged by his
description of the mediceval Mote of Cupar as « unquestionably a most stupendous
work of Roman antiquity."
.
In point of fact our survey has not disclosed a single entrenchment which bears
any resemblance to known Roman works. Maiden Castle (No. IIZ) in the parish of
Collessie, Fife, is the only « fort" of a rectangular form in the district, and it is
insignificant in size and in no way suggestive of Roman origin. There is thus no
evidence of any Roman settlement, even of a temporary character, in any of the three
counties. Nevertheless Roman influence undoubtedly made itself felt among the
natives. The proof of this is furnished by the finding of Roman coins. 2 Apart from
a few single specimens, hoards are recorded from Leven, Pitcul1o, Craigiehill in the
parish of Leuchars, and (more doubtfully) Largo, all in Fife, as well as from Portmoak
in Kinross. The last is specially noteworthy as containing about 700 denarii, ranging
from Nero to Septimius Severus. The village of Portmoak is on the high road from
Inverkeithing to the Pass of Glenfarg, where it skirts the western side of Loch Leven,
and thus lies on what was in all likelihood a line of commullication from very early
times. All the finds in question may indeed be sufficiently accolmted for by ordinary
means of intercourse without necessarily inferring a military occupation.
The forts, then, so far as it has been possible to secure plans, may be grouped
for convenience of treatment in the following classes.
(r) Entrenched Enclosures.-Two examples of this character occur in lowlying ground. One at Castlehill Wood (No. r6r) 'is girt only by a single trench, but
on each side of the entrance there are traces of a slight inner rampart which may
have been continued round the whole escarpment. The other at Cowstrand Burn
(No. 488), has two concentric trenches, with an interval of about 60 feet between
them, and is surrounded by very marshy ground.
(z) Hillock Forts.-These forts, so designated here to distinguish them from hill
forts proper, occupy isolated eminences of no great height, the summit of the hillock
being the area of occupation and the defences passing round the sides. The oval
example at Links Wood (No. z6g), 75-roo feet above sea-level, has two lines of
ramparts with an entrance at each end. That known as Maiden Castle, Falkland,
(No. Z4z) is of a more elongated character, and is goo feet above sea-level, but is
surrounded only by a single ditch on the inner side of a rampart round the base of the
hillock. The construction at Lady Mary's Wood (No. r66), z50 feet above sea-level,
is pear-shaped and still shows on the western flank two ramparts, outside of which
is a ditch.
Arch. Scot., iv, pp. 19 fl.
See Roman Coins Found in Scotland, by Sir George Macdonald, in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., Iii (1917-I8),
PP· 26 4-7·
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(3) Hill Forts.-These forts, which differ in respect of situation from those on
hillocks, can be sub-divided into two classes: (A) those with artificial defences on
one side only, the natural character of the ground affording a sufficient protection in
all other directions; and (B) those terminating at one side in a precipitous face and
having their defences extending down the opposite incline.
Class (A) is represented by two examples. The fort at Drumglow, Cleish, Kinrossshire, (No. 549) is I24I feet above sea-level, and consists of a triangular summit area
isolated by four ramparts raised across the base, where the approach is easy, the other
sides being precipitous. Downlaw, Fife (No. 303),700 feet above sea-level, resembles
Drumglow in general character, but here the surviving defences of trench and rampart
are grouped at the corner where approach seems most difficult, an arrangement which
it is hard to account for.
Class (B) comprises four of the most impressive forts in Fife. That of Clatchard
Craig (No.5), though at a height of only 300 feet, nevertheless occupies a commanding
position on a hill with steep sides. From the almost sheer side on the north, the
defences curve round in five main lines of rampart , the most elaborate defences to
be seen in the peninsula, while along a part of one of the ramparts, as indicated on
the plan, there have been found portions of charred or decayed wood, which may be the
remains of a stockade. The fort on Norman's Law (No. I93), at a height of 900 feet ,
and that on Craigluscar (No. 207), at a height of 700 feet , differ from other local examples
in having had defences of dry-stone walls. The loftiest of all is one which occupies
almost the whole of the summit of the East Lomond (No. 244), a hill over I400 feet
high and rising very abruptly for the last ISO feet.
(4) Forts with Central Ring or Mound.-The distinctive feature of these
constructions is a central circular rampart about 40 feet in diameter. In the fort at
Scotstarvit Covert (No. I06) this is partly destroyed, but round it, at a varying
distance, runs another rampart. A more striking example occurs at Dunshelt (No. 243),
where the central ring is of the same size as that at Scotstarvit, but where the
surrounding ramparts are four in number. It may be added that the fort at Scotstarvit is on the slope of a hill, while that at Dunshelt is on flat marshy ground.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Earth-Houses.-The sites of four earth-houses in the parishes of Carnbee, Elie,
Largo and Wemyss were visited, but no traces of them are now visible. The
earth-house at Ardross (No. 237), in the parish of Elie, has been fully described in
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xii (I877-8), pp. 626-7; and that at Pirnie (No. 545), in the
parish of Wemyss, in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vii (I866-8), pp. 532-4.
Kitchen-Middens.-Sites of numerous shell-mounds and kitchen-middens, some
of them clearly of mediceval origin, are to be seen along the shores at Largo and Elie
and on the sandy area of Tents Moor (No. 257), in the parishes of Ferry-Port-on-Craig
and Leuchars. One example at St. Ford Links near Largo Bay has been excavated, and
a full account of the investigation has been published in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxxv
(I900- I ), pp. 28I-299·

Later Burials. -In addition to the burials already noted many instances of the
discovery of stone coffins or" slab-lined graves" have been recorded. In several cases,
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as at Pitmilly Law (No. 360), where one was of the two-storeyed type, Kingsbarns,
and Leuchars School,l these interments have been found in groups.
RELICS.

In addition to those already mentioned a number of relics found in the
peninsula may be referred to here. Of stone implements the outstanding example ·
is a finely polished perforated hammer of amethy~tic quartz, which was found in the
parish of Falkland, Fife, and is now preserved in "the Pittencrieff Museum, Dunfermline. A fair number of stone axe-heads and a few perforated axe-hammers, from
various places, are in the National Museum of Antiquities, and among these an axehead of polished flint from Kettle parish, Fife, and an imperfect example in jadeite
from Pitreavie, Fife, are specially worthy of mention. Many urns of different classes
have been unearthed. A" beaker" urn of fine design and characteristic ornamentation, discovered on Tents Moor, near Leuchars, Fife, is in the Albert Institute, Dundee,
and other examples of the same class from Dairsie (Fig. 5), Dunshelt, and Kinghorn,
Fife, and from Tillyochie, Kinross-shire, have been acquired by the National
Museum of Antiquities .. Food-vessel urns are represented in the same Museum
by fine specimens from Greenhill Cairn (Fig. 4), Pitreavie, Kingsbarns Law (Fig. 3),
Beley, Battle Law, Rumgally, and Calais Muir, all in Fife, and from Tillicoultry
in Clackmannanshire. Cinerary urns from Callange, Westerlea, King's Kettle, Inverkeithing, Westwood, and Kinghorn in Fife, from Alloa and Tillicoultry in Clackmannanshire, and from Shanwell (Fig. 8) and Easter Gellybank, Kinross-shire, are
preserved in the National Museum, where also are small highly ornamented urns of
the so-called incense-cup type from Westwood, Wester Bucklyvie (Fig. 6), and the
cist-field at Craigdhu, North Queensferry, in the county of Fife. Other examples of
different types of urns are in the Pittencrieff Park Museum, Dunfermline.
Relics of bronze have also been recovered in considerable variety. Axes form a
particularly interesting group. These are represented in the National Museum by
specimens of three well-known types. Flat bronze axes come from Abdie, Inverkeithing, Dunino, and Largo, Fife. Of flanged axes one is said to be from a cairn in
Fife, a second (Fig. IS), having the sides ornamented with parallel depressed lines meeting obliquely on the central ridge, is from Dams, Balbirnie, Fife, while others have
come from Devon, Tillicoultry, Clackmannanshire, and from Tilliery Hill, Kinross-shire.
Finally there are socketed axes from Struthers House and Gospetry, Fife, the latter
being from a remarkable miscellaneous hoard of about forty items.
A spear-head of the tanged type (Fig. 16), from Crawford Priory in the parish of
Cults, is in private hands, and two others, fully socketed, one from Kinghorn and the
other-a very fine example-from Lordscairnie, are in the National Museum. Of
miscellaneous bronze objects the following are in the same collection :-swords from the
Tay, near Newburgh, Fife; dagger-blades from Dunshelt, Kinghorn, and Falkland,
Fife; knives from Seggie, Milnathort and Shanwell House, Kinross-shire; a halbertblade from Portmoak Moss, Kinross-shire; and a massive bronze armlet, of a type
peculiar to Scotland, from Seafield, Kinghorn, Fife. From one of two short cists
recently found at Kirkcaldy (No. 372) came relics of special interest-a bronze knife
in its sheath and the remains of a leather garment, to which adhered fragments of a
woven fabric. In the other cist were found 12 buttons and a bead of jet, a small
1
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FIG. 14.-Arrow-heads of Flint from a Cist at Dairsie, Fife,
found with Urn, Fig. 5.

FIG. Is. - Flanged Axe of Bronze
from Dams, Balbirnie, Fife .

FIG. 16.- Spear-head of Bronze
from Crawford Priory, Fife.

. ~_i\ti?'>-=FIG. 17.- 0val Blade from Shanwell, Kinross-shire.

ARROW-HEADS AND BRONZE RELICS.
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bronze knife with what was left of a wooden haft, and a fragment of a pin or awl
of bronze.
Gold relics are represented in the Museum by torcs from Largo,l Fife, and a pair
of armlets from Alioa, Clackmannanshire. 2

II.
HISTORY.
1.

According to an early tradition Fife ' (Fib) formed one of the seven provinces of
Pictland,3 and a Pictish population is attested by the number of place-names with
the prefix Pit or Pet (h) , which occasionally alternates with its Gaelic equivalent
Baile, a "township," as in Pitcruivie or Balcruvie, Pitskellie or Balskellie. 4 This
Gaelic intrusion probably followed the union of Picts and Scots about the middle of
the gth century under a Scottish or Gaelic dynasty as the kingdom of Alba. Thereafter
Fife is associated with a district known as " Fothreve," which at a later time was the
name of a deanery in the diocese of St. Andrews. Its original boundaries are not
specified, but as a deanery it covered everything east of the Ochils as far as an
irregular line drawn from the mouth of the River Leven to the neighbourhood of
Newburgh. A 12th-century tract 5 describes the "region" of Fife and Fothreve
as one of those formerly governed by a sub-king (regulus), and possibly to this
source may be traced the popular designation of the province as "the kingdom
of Fife."
Under Gaelic rule the district took on a fresh importance. In g08 St. Andrews
became the seat of the" bishop of Alba" (d. p. xlvi). Macbeth (1040- 57) and his
wife Gruoch head the list of benefici~ries of the Culdees of Lochleven (No. 581), and
other gifts of land were made by later monarchs. Macbeth's successor, Malcolm III,
" Canmore," established his royal residence at Dunfermline. Thus for a time Fife
was the seat of both political and ecclesiastical power.
In 1067 the Princess Margaret of England was driven by contrary winds to land
at Rosyth and was hospitably received at Dunfermline, where three years later she
married Malcolm Canmore. To this marriage can be traced the Anglo-Norman lllfiuence which became so powerful in the reigns of her sons and great-grandsons.
Queen Margaret herself was a patroness of the Culdees, and founded at Dunfermline
the church of the Holy Trinity. The nobler structure (No. 197), which succeeded it,
however, was erected by her son David I, who with his immediate successors initiated
far-reaching reforms, both ecclesiastical and political. New bishoprics were constituted, religious houses founded, and parishes took shape, each with its own church
and priest, while the Scottish kingdom was feudalised on Anglo-Norman lines.
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xviii (1883- 4), p. 233.
2 Ibid., xvii (1882-3), p. 447.
Chronicles oj Picts and Scots, p. 25 .
4 Balmerino and its Abbey, Rev. James Campbell, D .D ., p. 613.
5 De Situ Albanie, in A Critical Essay on the Early Inhabitants oj Scotland, by Thomas Innes,
ed. 1885, p. 412.
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11.

The Wars of Independence in the 14th century did not involve, as they did
elsewhere, any considerable change in the ownership of land in the district, except,
indeed, at Leuchars (d. p. xlii). During the earlier stages of the struggle at least, the
population was nationalist in its activities. 1 In May and June 1306 Edward I was
pressing for the arrest of William Lamberton, Bishop of St. Andrews, who had" done
him all the mischief in his power . . . and joined his enemies." 2 The castle of Cupar
had been occupied by Bishop Wishart of Glasgow on behalf of Bruce, but the place
was captured by the English before June 8, and, to the delight of the English king,
Wishart in it. 3 Sir John de " Cambhou" or Cambo, near Kingsbarns, was among the
prisoners taken at Methven on June 10 and was duly hanged. 4 At this time, too, the
English king was instructing Sir Aymer de Valence to " burn, destroy, and strip the
lands of Sir Michael de Wymes's (Wemyss's) manor . . . and all his other manors."5
Other Fife magnates among the" rebels" against Edward were Thomas de Ba1caskie 6
and Walter de Bickerton, who was the leader in a Scottish attempt to recapture the
castle of Cupar in 1308.7
When war was renewed in support of Edward Balliol's claim to the crown, the
peninsula was more directly involved than before, but the landowners now acted
chiefly in the English interest. This was mainly a result of its geographical position.
The invaders, operating not only with an army, but with a fleet in the firths, could
force the inhabitants to support them as a matter of self-interest. In August 1332
Edward Balliollanded with a small force at Kinghorn and in a successful engagement
at Dupplin or DaIry, near Perth, Duncan, Earl of Fife, was taken prisoner and thereafter discharged his hereditary office in placing the crown upon the head of Balliol at
Scone. Fighting, however, soon shifted to other quarters, and in April 1335 the
supporters of King David held a parliament at Dairsie, Fife. s In the same year the
castle of Lochleven (No. 567) was besieged unsuccessfully by the English and
" Anglicised Scots," the latter including the Fife lords Michael de Arnot, Michael and
David de Wemyss, and Richard de Melville, while the keeper of the castle was Alan
de Vipont, with whom was James Lamby, a citizen of St. Andrews. 9 Other Anglicised
Scots held the castle of Cupar which was besieged by Sir Andrew de Moray, the
new Guardian of the realm, whose appointment was confirmed at Dunfermline. lo In
1336 two Anglo-Scottish knights, Henry de Beaumont and Henry de Ferrers, rebuilt
the castles of St. Andrews and Leuchars, but in the following February, Sir Andrew
de Moray, with whom the Earl of Fife was now associated on the national side, entered
Fife, threw down the tower of Falkland, and captured and destroyed the" peel" of
Leuchars, the castle of St. Andrews, and all the other fortresses of Fife, except Cupar,
which, however, was surrendered two years laterY
Cupar owed its importance to its commanding position between St. Andrews,
Cf. Scotic/tr., lib. XI, cap. xx-xxi; Scalacronica, p. 122; Fordun's Gesta Annalia, cvii.
Bain's Calendar of Docts., ii, Nos. 1777, 1780.
3 Palgrave's Documents and Records, etc., i. p. 349; Bain's Calendar of Docts., etc., ii, No. 1780.
4 Bain's Calendar, as cited No. 1811.
5 Ibid., No. 1787.
6 Palgrave's Documents and Records, etc., I , p. 307.
7 Scalacronica, p. 138.
9 Wyntoun , Orygynale Cronykil, bk. VIII, ch. xxix.
8 Fordun, Gesta Annalia, clii.
10 Gesta Annalia, div.
11 Gesta Annalia, clvi; Orygynale Cronykil, bk. VIII, ch. xxxiv.
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the ecclesiastical capital of Scotland, and Perth, the strategical centre and the principal
English base. Sir Andrew de Moray died in 1338 and was buried at Rosemarkie, but
later on his bones were brought south and interred before the altar of the Blessed
Virgin in the Abbey Church of Dunfermline,! where also had been laid to rest the
regent, Randolph, Earl of Moray, who had died suddenly at " The Hall of Wemyss "
(d. No. 536) six years before. 2 The Abbey still retained its character as the national
mausoleum, and Fife had been cleared of the invaders.
The following century was marked by two important events. One was the
foundation of the University of St. Andrews by charter of Bishop Henry Wardlaw,
dated 28th February I4II - I2, which was confirmed by Pope Benedict XIII on 28th
August 1413.3 The other was the annexation by the Crown of the lands and earldom
of Fife, to which Isabel, Countess of Fife, had succeeded on the death of her father
Duncan, Earl of Fife. On 30th March 1371 she executed an indenture conveying
the said lands and title to Robert Stewart, son of King Robert II, afterwards Duke
of Albany. When his son Murdoch, second Duke of Albany and Earl of Fife, was
executed for rebellion in 1425, the lands and earldom were forfeited to the Crown.
Thereafter the forest of Falkland became the King's favourite hunting-ground, and
the original dwelling was replaced by a royal palace.
Ill.

The outstanding event of the 16th century was the Reformation, and inevitably,
alike from its ecclesiastical and economic importance and from the adherence of local
magnates and lairds to the reforming party, Fife was a prominent factor in the
struggle. In 1546 Cardinal-Archbishop Beaton was assassinated in St. Andrews
Castle, which was unsuccessfully besieged in the autumn by the Regent. In the
following summer the place was invested by a French force and bombarded with
guns placed "high" on the Abbey Church or Cathedral (No. 455) and on St.
Salvator's (No. 461), the steeple of which was destroyed. The castle was surrendered
in a shattered condition on 31st July. The critical year for the Reformers was 1559.
Popular feeling had been inflamed, and in various places churches and religious houses
were attacked and pillaged. The church at Cupar (No. 168) was" reformed," a process
involving the throwing down of altars and images, and the churches of Anstruther and
Crail (No. 121) suffered similar treatment. 4 At Crail the Reformers burnt" the rude"
(rood) which "was ane great idoll " attracting pilgrims in search of health. 5 The
Priory of St. Andrews suffered the" burning of images and mass-books and breaking
of altars."6 The Grey Friars in St. Andrews had hurriedly gifted their convent to
the city in May, but in June it was sacked, when also the Black Friars were" expelled
from their destroyed place." 7 In the latter month, too, Lindores Abbey was
" reformed" by a process involving the destruction of altars and images and the
burning of mass-books. 8
Gesta Annalia, clviii.
2 Scotichr. XI, xxi.
3 Nat. MSS. of Scotland, ii, No. lxiii.
Pitscottie's Historie, bk. XXII, chap. xxviii; Buchanan, Rer. Scot. Hist., lib. XVI, cap. xxxiii;
Spottiswoode's History, i, p. 276.
.
5 Pitscottie's Historie, bk. XXII, chap. xxix; Sir David Lindsay (Ane Dialog Bet'u ix Experience and
ane CourteMtr).
6 Calendar, State Papers, Elizabeth, i, 32I.
7 Feu-charter quoted in The R eformation of Scotland, by D. Hay Fleming, p. 603.
8 Knox, Letter, 23rd June 1559 . .
1

4

XXXiX

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

When, therefore, in December 1559, the French forces in Scotland started a fresh
campaign from Stirling they" tuk purpose first to assault Fyfe; for at it was their
grit Indignation."l They advanced by the coast, hoping to occupy St. Andrews,
and had passed beyond Dysart as far as Kincraig, when an English fleet appeared in
the Firth. Their hurried retreat to Stirling was dektyed for a while, owing to Tullibody
Bridge (No. 590) having been cut by WilJiam Kirkaldy of Grange.
In the local changes wrought by the Reformatioll, St. Andrews was of course
peculiarly involved, and, about a hundred years later, could be said to have" formerly
bene bigger" but to continue" still proud in the ruinis of her former magnificence, and
in being yet a seat for the Muses." 2 In the peninsula as a whole, however, the century
from about 1540 shows a continuance and expansion of prosperity. It had always
enjoyed a high reputation as an agricultural and pastoral district. 3 Coal had been worked
in Fife as early as the 13th century 4 and by the 16th century was being exported not
only to northern Scotland but to Holland and England, while it was also used in the
many salt-pans along the shore of the Firth of Forth. 5 Fife boats were active in the
fishing industry as far away as Orkney. 6 Local ships carried goods to and from
foreign countries, and as a result of this foreign trade no fewer than five of the southern
coast towns were, in the course of the I6th century, erected into royal burghs,
these being Burntisland (I54I), which at this date, indeed, was first built as a town, 7
Pittenweem (1542), Easter Anstruther (1583), Wester Anstruther (1587), and Culross
(1588) . Dysart, too, had a place in the Convention of Royal Burghs, though there is
no record of its having received burghal status, and from its intimate relations with the
Netherlands was known as " Little Holland." It was these busy coastal burghs to
which James VI referred in his description of the province as " a beggar's mantle with
a fringe of gold." Thus the " province" or " peninsula" of Fife could be described
in 1647 as " very populous (PoPulosissima) and wealthy (opulentissima) with a great
number of towns, villages, and hamlets."8
This important epoch of local history can be illustrated from the contents of the
present Inventory. It was a great building-period (d. p. lvi) in both country and
town. Many county mansions were erected, while older ones were extended on a more
ample scale, and the earliest examples of urban houses and municipal architecture
date from this time. The numerous elaborate tombstones of the period in the churchyard of a place like Crail (No. I2I) supply further evidence of the prosperity which
enriched and dignified all classes.
.
Knox, Historie of the Reformatioun (ed. 1732), p. 200.
Early Travellers in Scotland, Hume Brown, p. 169.
3 Cf. Leslie, De Origine, M oribus, et Rebus ScotorHm (1578), ed. 1675, Rome, p. 2I; Early Travellers
in Scotland, pp. 85, 169.
4 Reg. de Dunfermelyn, No. 323.
5 Leslie, as cited; Early Travellers in Scotland, p. 168.
6 The Interest of Scotland Considered, by Patrick Lyndsay, I733, p. 89.
7 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 2383.
8 De Rebus . .. ab Jacobo Marchione Montisrosarum .. . Gestis, by R ev. George Wishart, chap. xiii.
Arthur Johnston in his Encomia Urbium (I642) devotes one poem to the" Coast Towns of Fife"
(Urbes Fifae Littorales), ending with these lines:
1
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Scotia vos celebret, vestro sine munere brumae
Sunt nimis atroces, insipidaeque dapes.

" Let Scotland praise you; without your bounty her winters
Would be too dreadful, her food without any savour."
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But the wars of the Covenants brought disaster to the province. Gentry and
commons alike were at first in active opposition to the Royalists,l and the" unwarlike"
(minus bellicosi) 2 levies of Fife suffered severely in the campaigns against Montrose
(1644- 5). In 1651 the soldiers of the Commonwealth occupied the peninsula, whereupon the richer folk transferred their portable wealth for safety to Dundee. But on
1st September 1651, Dundee fell to General Monk, and the losses incurred by the
pillage of the town " completed the Ruin of these wealthy and industrious Tradesmen," while" the military Government of Oliver Cromwell, which ensued, entirely
discouraged all Manner of Business in this Part of the Island." 3 An Act of Parliament
of 1695 in favour of the town of Dysart specifies its" great losses in the late intestine
wars which did much depopulat the town of their most able Burgesses and Skippers,
whereby their Trade decayed and the Burgh reduced to a most miserable condition."4
Sir James Balfour has given a detailed account of the military expenses falling on the
"shyre of Fyffe and Kinross" in 1650-1, amounting for a year and three weeks to
2,395,857 merks Scots, or £137,309 sterling,5 which may be compared with £102,000
sterling a year actually levied upon the country as a whole for the support of the
Cromwellian army of occupation, a charge which was regarded as an intolerable burden
and was ultimately reduced to £72,000.6
In the Covenanting resistance to the ecclesiastical settlement under Charles II,
the Fife lairds took up an attitude different from that which they had previously
assumed. Ten years of Commonwealth rule had secured their acquiescence in Royalist
policy. The 7th Earl of Rothes, the principal peer iri Fife and head of the family of
Leslie, which had been so active in the Reformation and the wars of the Covenants,
was appointed Lord President of the Council, with other high offices, and was created
a Duke. When Archbishop Sharp entered St. Andrews in 1662 as the new primate,
he was accompanied by the Earl of Rothes, the Earl of Leven, Lord Newark, and" of
gentrie " by Ardross, Lundie, Rires, Durie, &c. 7 A" decreet" of 1672 against those
attending conventicles in Fife names but a few small heritors, most of those implicated
being tenants, merchants, &c.8 In 1679 William Carmichael, Sheriff-depute of Fife,
was taking action against conventicles in the Kinross-shire parishes of Kinross, Orwell
and Cleish, when" several persons" were" provoked to essay to put a stop to his
extravagancies; and missing him they fell upon the archbishop of St. Andrews."9
Thus came about the murder of Archbishop James Sharp on Magus Moor on 3rd May
1679, an occurrence commemorated and illustrated on the monument in the Town
Church of St . Andrews (No. 452). Sir Andrew Bruce of Earlshall, in 1654, was
accounted a particular friend of the Commonwealth,lo but his son Sir William was in
command of the soldiers who encountered a body of Covenanters at Airdsmoss, Ayrshire, in 1680, when Richard Cameron was killed.
From the losses and the industrial dislocation incurred during the Civil War the
peninsula did not fully recover within our period. It is true that towards the end of
Wishart, chap. xiii.
2 Ibid.
The Interest of Scotland Considered (1733), Patrick Lyndsay, p. 89.
4 Vol. ix, p. 497. For the" sad condition" of Crail in 1649 see Acts, &c., VI, ii, pp. 712-13. For the
effects on Anstruther Wester, Pittenweem, Kirkcaldy, see Stat. Acct., iii, 86; iv, 370; xviii, 20-3.
5 Annales of Scotland, iv, pp. 337-43.
6 Scotland and the Protectorate (S.H.S.), pp. lv-vi.
7 The Diary of Mr. John Lamont, p. 146.
8 Wodrow's History of the Sufferings, &c.
Bk. II, chap. vii, sec. i.
o Ibid. Bk. III, chap. i, sec. ii.
10 Scotland and the Protectorate (S.H.S.), p. 214.
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the I7th century some stately mansions were being erected, such as those of Kinross
(No. 568), Melville (No. 427), and Raith (No. 367), but the building of these is to be
explained by individual circumstances.
IV.
TERRITORIAL FAMILIES.

The earliest title connected with the peninsula is that of the Earl of Fife, the first
to bear it being, according to tradition, the" Macduff" who had opposed Macbeth
and was thus rewarded by King Malcolm III, "Canmore." Hence the association of
the name with certain constructions in Fife (Nos. 9, and 535).
Certain Anglo-Norman settlers acquired lands in the province by marriage with
an heiress. Thus in the I2th century Robert de Quincey, of a Northampton family,
married the daughter of Nes of Leuchars and so inherited a wide territory. This
" Nes son of William" was apparently also of Norman stock. It was he who, at some
date between II72 and II85, granted to the canons of St. Andrews! the church of
Leuchars (No. 398), which was in all probability built by himself along with the castle
(No. 40I). But the third generation of the de Quinceys ended with three heiresses,
whose husbands were on the losing side in the War of Independence and so forfeited
their shares of the Leuchars lands, which were conferred on John de Wemyss, Thomas
Monypenny of Pitmilly, and Thomas Hay.2 The Monypenny share of the barony was
distinguished as Leuchars-Monypenny, and afterwards, when it passed to the Bruces,
as Leuchars-Bruce,3 but ultimately came to be known by the existing name of Earlshall
(No. 400), which appears on record for the first time in I496- 7.4
Another family which, like that of de Quincey, appears in the I2th century under
its pre-existing seignorial title, is the line of de Lasceles, owners of " Adnachten " or
Naughton (No. 6I), where they conferred property on the canons of St. Andrews. 5
Early in the I3th century a daughter of this house brought the lands of Naughton to
the Hays .6 In the reign of William the Lion, Balmerino (Balmurinach, Balmulinach)
was possessed by Henry Revel, who also was a benefactor of St. Andrews, but in I225
his nephew Adam de Stawell sold Balmerino to Queen Ermengarde, the foundress
of the Abbey (No. 60).7 The Gourlays, who have held Kincraig (No. 23I) for so many
centuries, go back to the de Gourlay who came to Scotland with William the Lion on
his release from captivity in II74. 8 The Melvilles preserve the Norman" de Maleville,"
but their connection with Fife began rather late, the earliest on record there being John
Melville, who was lord of Raith (Rath) (No. 367) about I400.9 Sir Robert Melville
of Murdocairnie was an ambassador to England in the reign of Queen Mary, became
an extraordinary lord of Session as Lord Murdocairnie, and in I6I6 was raised to the
peerage as Baron of Monimail (d. No. 428). The 4th Lord Melville married the daughter
of Alexander Leslie of Balgonie (No. 4I4), Ist Earl of Leven, and was created Earl
of Melville in I690, while his son and successor inherited both titles.
2 Reg. Mag. Sig. (1306-1424), pp. 542, 562,632.
Lib. Prior. S. Andree, p. 287.
4 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 2346.
Sheriff Court Book of Fife (S.H.S.), p. 12.
5 Lib. Prior. S. Andree, pp. 106, 142.
6 Balmerino and its Abbey, Rev. Jas. Campbell, D.D., p. 644.
7 Chartulary of Balmerino, Nos. 4, 5, 6; Cf. Lib. Prior. S. Andree, pp. 271- 2.
8 Scalacronica (Maitland Club), p. 4I.
9 Fraser's The Melvilles, Earls of Melville, iii, p. 17.
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An English manor provided the name" de Berkeley," but, though the family
is found in Scotland in the latter half of the 12th century, the Barclays of Collairnie
(No. 192), Fife, do not make a documentary appearance till 1406- 7 when William
" de Berkley" lord of " Colerny" is involved in a legal process,l of as early as 1395
at least, at the instance of Andrew" de Wynton," prior of Lochleven and author of
the Orygynale Cronykil of Scotland. Lindsay is another surname from an English
source. It appears in East Lothian in the early 12th century but not in Fife till 1392,
when Sir William Lindsay of the Byres in the former county came into possession of
" Auchterstrother " or Struthers (No. 100). His grandson David, 2nd Lord Lindsay,
who died in 1490, acquired Pitcruvie (No. 374) by marrying Janet Ramsay the heiress,
and in the same way, about the end of the 14th century, Dowhill (No. 547), then
known as " Crambeth," is said to have come to William Lindsay, a younger brother
of the 1st Earl of Crawford. 2
It is more usual to find a local magnate taking his designation from his manor
in the peninsula. Thus Constantine" de Lochore " is a witness to a charter by Bishop
Ernald or Arnold of St. Andrews (II60- 2), 3 and David de Lochore and Constantine
of the same were sheriffs of Fife in the second half of the 13th century. The family
had their seat on an island in the loch (No. 54), and the fact that this site was known
also as " Inchgall" or " Island (Innis) of the Foreigners" (a charter of 1546 refers
to the " tower and lake of Inchgall ") indicates a Gaelic-speaking population in the
vicinity at the time of its occupation by new lords in the second half of the 12th
century. The Lochore line came to an end with heiresses in the first quarter of the
14th century. Through one of these a share of the estate, with the castle, passed later
to the Wardlaws of Torrie, from which family came Henry Wardlaw, bishop of St.
Andrews (1403- 40) and founder of the University there. The marriage of another
sister to Roger de Boswell founded the family of Boswell of Balmuto (No. 340). Balcaskie (No. 85), again, gave a designation to Thomas de Balcasky who was a witness to
a Balmerino deed of the early I4th century. 4 Two distinguished magnates of Fife, Michael
de Wemyss (No. 536) and Michael Scot of Balwearie (No. 341), formed the embassy
which crossed to Norway in 1290 for the purpose of bringing over to her kingdom
Margaret, the" Maid of Norway," Queen of Scots,5 who, however, died in the autumn
of the same year.
The estate of Balfour in the parish of Markinch gave its name to a family of which
over twenty branches possessed, at one time or another, landed property in Fife.
In 1710 Sir Robert Sibbald writes that " there are at present, a greater number of
heritors in Fife of the name of Balfour than of any other."6 The line goes back to at
least the 13th century, since in 1307 a John de " Balfure " was on an inquest with some
other local lords, David de Wemys s, Herbert de Kinross, &c. 7 Of the Balfours of
Denmylne (No.2) came Sir James Balfour, antiquary, historian, and Lyon King of
Arms. The patronymic estate of Balfour, however, passed by marriage in the late
I4th century to a Beaton, another outstanding local stock. This family could boast
of having produced Archbishop James Beaton of St. Andrews (1522- 39), and his
nephew Cardinal-Archbishop David Beaton. An older brother of the Cardinal
became laird of Creich (No. 141). A similar substitution marked the Balfours of
Lib. Prior. S. Andree, pp. 6, 8.
Lives of the Lindsays, i, p. 102, ii, p. 284. Cf. Reg. Mag. Sig., i , p. 649.
3 Reg. Mag. S. Andree, p. 128.
4 Balmerino and its Abbey, pp. 192-3.
5 Scotichr, lib. XI, cap. i.
6 History of Fife and Kinross (ed. 1803), p. 367.
7 Bam's Calendar of Docts., ii, No. 1592.
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Burleigh (No. 575) in the parish of Orwell, Kinross-shire. This property had
been conferred by James II on Sir James Balfour of Balgarvie, but the heiress of
the 1st Lord Balfour of Burleigh, who died in I625, married Robert Arnot, who
assumed his wife's name with the property.
Lundin (No. 375) in the parish of Largo gave its name to the ancient family of
that ilk, Sir Walter de " Lundy" having done homage to Edward I in March I295- 6.1
In 1455 Andrew" Lundy" was sheriff of Fife, at which time Sir John Sib bald was in
Balgonie 2 (No. 4I4), but the Sibbald line ended in an heiress who married a Lundin,3
so that in the reign of James IV we have Sir Andrew" Lundin" of Balgonie sheriff
of Fife. 4 Balgonie (No. 4I4) remained with the Lundins or Lundies till 1640; Lundin
itself till the middle of the I8th century.
Certain territorial designations were brought to the peninsula from other parts
of the country. Thus the family of Leslie owed the name to its property in Aberdeenshire, but when about 1282 Sir Norman Leslie acquired" Fit kill " or " Fithill " in
Fife,5 that place came to be known by his surname. Sir Norman's son Andrew married
one of the three heiresses of Sir Alexander Abernethy of that ilk and so added the
property of Balmbreich (No. 259), which had been part of the barony of Abernethy.
In 1457 George Leslie of this line was created Earl of Rothes, and the second son of
the 5th Earl had Pitcairlie (No. 435) from his father, became ISt Lord Lindores, and
was the father of General Sir David Leslie of Newark (d. p. 266).
Early in the reign of David II the Erskines, afterwards Earls of Mar, appear in
Alloa (No. 588), Clackmannanshire. At this time, too, a member of the Greenock
family of Shaw, having married the heiress, is settled at Sauchie (No. 589) in the same
county. Of the Bruces of Clackmannan (No. 606) the reputed ancestor is the Thomas
de Bruce, who in1335 came with the men of Kyle to the assistance of the Steward against
the faction of Edward Balliol,6 but the earliest charter record is that of I365. A
conspicuous figure of this line in the 17th century was Sir George Bruce of Carnock,
who built the" Palace" at CuIross (No. 152), and whose impressive monument adorns
a late aisle of CuIross Abbey Church (No. I50). His older brother, Edward, became
1st Lord Kinloss, having acquired the Abbey of that name in Moray, and built Abbey
House (No. I53) at Culross, while their nephew was Sir William Bruce of Balcaskie
(No. 85), who was architect to Charles II and who, having purchased the lands of
Kinross from the rrth Earl of Morton, built Kinross House or Palace (No. 568).
Bruce's predecessor in Kinross, the Earl of Morton, represented the Douglases of
Lochleven whose residence had been the Castle on the island (No. 567), and who seem
to have received the property some time in the latter half of the I4th century. Before
the time of Sir William Bruce, the shire of Kinross had consisted of the parishes of
Kinross, Orwell, and Portmoak, but by his influence there were added to it by Act
of Parliament in I685 the parishes of Cleish and Tullibole, hitherto included in
Perthshire. Arnot (No. 582), however, which is now just within the parish of Portmoak, gave its name to the David Arnot who is on Ragman Roll in I296 as of the
county of Fife, while in 15th- and 16th-century charters the lands are included in
that sheriffdom. A branch of this family was settled at Woodmylne or Woodmill in
I509 (d. p. 4). Another readjustment ~ of boundaries in 1890- 1 brought Aldie
1
3
5
6

Bain's Calendar of Docts., ii, No. 730.
2 Exchequer Rolls, vi, pp. Sr, S4.
Sibbald's History of Fife and Kinross (ed. rS03), p. 36S. 4 Sheriff Court Book of Fife (S.H.S.), p. g.
Cf. Annals of Dunfermline, E. H enderson, p. 6r; Sibbald, as cited, p. 370.
Scotichr., lib. XIII, cap. xxxii.
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Castle (No. 556) within the shire of Kinross. This was the ancient home of the Mercers,
really a Perthshire family.
The Reformation, of course, led to a redistribution of the church lands in the
peninsula. Monastic properties normally fell in the first instance to a lay commendatorabbot but were ultimately formed into temporal lordships. J ames Stewart, the
natural son of James V and leader of the Lords of the Congregation, was already Prior
of St. Andrews, and retained that property. The" Isle of St. Colme and Abbey place
thereof" had been set in feu to James Stewart, son and heir of James Stewart of
Doune, about a dozen years before the Reformation,l and in 16II the possessions of
the Abbey were made a temporal lordship for Henry Stewart as Lord St. Colme, a title
now held by the Earls of Moray. Dunfermline Abbey passed through the hands of
several commendators before it was settled in 1589 upon the Queen. The last abbot
of Culross was Alexander, son of Sir James Colville of Ochiltree, and in 1609 his
brother, the younger Sir James, received the lands as a temporal lordship with the title
of Lord Colville of Culross. The commendator of Lindores at the Reformation was
Sir Patrick Leslie of Pitcairlie (No. 435), son of the 5th Earl of Rothes, who, subsequently, in the usual way, became Lord Lindores. Balmerino had a succession of
commendator-abbots until 1603, when it was made a barony in favour of Sir James
Elphinstone, the King's Secretary, who was created Lord Balmerino. The monastic
buildings of Pittenweem were conferred upon the town and were used as municipal
offices, but the lands were alienated by successive commendators.2
In the 17th century a special feature of the territorial record was the appearance of soldiers of local origin who had risen to high rank in the continental
wars. In 1640, Major-General Sir James Lumsden, son of Sir James of Airdrie,
formed by purchase the estate of Innergellie (No. 328). About the same time
Major-General Sir Alexander Leslie, "that ould little crooked souldier," 3 acquired
Balgonie (No. 414), while four years later his nephew, Major-General Sir David Leslie,
purchased St. Monans and settled at Newark (No. 486). In 1648 the estate of Menstrie
in Clackmannanshire (No. 602) came into possession of Major-General Holborne, who
was commander of the portion of the Scottish Army defeated by General Lambert
at Inverkeithing on 20th July 1651. 4

v.
ECCLESIASTICAL REMAINS.

The earliest ecclesiastical structures in the counties under review are associated
with the Keledei, popularly known as Culdees. Brude, son of Dergard, " the last King
of the Picts," who died in 843, is said to have given the island of Loch Leven (No. 581)
to the" Culdee hermits" dwelling there. 5 But in the reign of David I the Keledei of
Lochleven were incorporated in the Canons Regular of the Priory of St. Andrews. At
St. Andrews, however, there was also a community of Keledei who were not to be
so easily eliminated. A bull of Pope Eugenius III (II45-II53) instructed that the
Aberdour and Inchcolm , Rev. Wm. Ross, LL.D., p. I44.
R ecords of the Priory of the I sle of May, p.xxxviii.
3 Letters and Journals, Robert Baillie, Sept. 28, I639.
4 Balfour's Annales, iv, p. 313.
5 Liber Cartarum Prior. S. Andree, p. II3 . Skene, however, holds that it was not the" last king,"
but an earlier Brude (697-706) . Celtic Scotland, ii, pp. 258-9.
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places of those who died should be filled by canons-regular, and this injunction was
repeated by six succeeding Popes down to I248. Yet in I250 they were claiming to
be subject to a " provost" of their own as " canons" of the Church of St. Maryl
and they regularly but unsuccessfully demanded at least a share in the election of the
bishop. In I332 a comprl)mise was effected, and the Keledei, though they were totally
excluded from the election,2 and though the distinctive name thereafter disappears
from the records, continued to exist as the Provostry of St. Mary with a church at
Kirk Hill (No. 453) just outside the Abbey precinct.
The emergence of St. Andrews first in 908 as the seat of the" bishop of Alba,"
next as the most important of the Scottish dioceses, and finally in I472 as an archiepiscopal and metropolitan see, is the outstanding fact in the ecclesiastical history
of Fife. According to the local legends, relics of St. Andrew were brought from the
East to that place, then called Muckros, by St. Regulus and his company in the reign
of Angus MacFergus, King of the Picts (73I- 76I), who is said to have gifted Muckros
to God and St. Andrew, the church there founded to be the head of all churches
within his kingdom. This legend in its different forms has been subjected to a detructive analysis and another source suggested for the relics. 3 The important points
are, however, that the relics were actually introduced and that the time is the same
in the alternative explanations, namely after 73I and before 761. King Nechtan in
7IO had placed the Pictish kingdom under the protection of St. Peter,4 but the patronage was now transferred to St. Andrew. It was probably the growth of the importance
of relics that in 908 brought about the transference of the single bishopric in Scotland
from Abernethy,5 where it merely coincided with the royal headquarters, to S~. Andrews
where it could have the prestige of association with miracle-working bones.
But it was in the late nth and the I2th century that the remodelling of the
Scottish Church was undertaken on systematic lines, as part of a reform movement
general in western Christendom. In II24 Robert, originally a canon of Nostell Priory
in Yorkshire, who had been the first prior of Scone Abbey, was transferred thence to
the bishopric of St. Andrews, where in II40 he introduced his successor at Scone to be
the first prior. Bishop Robert built the cathedral church of St. Regulus (No. 454), but
quite soon thereafter this was replaced by a much larger structure in a new style, which
was begun in II60 and dedicated to St. Andrew, though not completed for consecration
till I3I8 (No. 455). At various places in the foundation courses of the later church the
I2th-century builders made use of carved crosses and cross-slabs from the adjoining
graveyard, breaking them up, as was common in the work of that and other times.
Besides the constitution of bishoprics another feature of Roman reorganisation
was the introduction of establishments of " regulars," that is, of monks or canons
living under a "rule." Of such houses there were seven in Fife, and one, the Priory
of St. Serf (No. 58I), in Kinross-shire, but none in Clackmannanshire.
The earliest foundation was that of Benedictine or "Black Monks" in II24
at Dunfermline (No. I97), where they were attached to the church erected by
Malcolm Canmore and Queen Margaret. Of this church, however, only the barest
traces now remain under the floor of the present nave, which in its turn is all that
survives of the new edifice that took its place in the reign of David 1. An interesting
feature is the" parochial" door of the I2th century with its I5th-century vaulted
Keledeos segerentes pro canonicis." The Culdees of the British Islands, William Reeves, D.D., p.
Scotichron., lib. VI, cap. xlv.
3 Skene's Celtic Scotland, ii, pp. 26r- 8.
Bede, Ecclesiastical History, Bk. V, ch. xxi.
5 Scotichron., IV, xii.
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porch, which is on the north side of the nave. In the porch were celebrated the
initial rites of christening and marriage, whence such a place was often known as the
" christening" or "marriage" porch. The church is distinguished as being the burialplace of seven kings of Scotland, of whom the first was Malcolm III with his wife
Margaret,l the joint founders, whose relics were afterwards transferred to a special
chapel, while the last was Robert the Bruce, whose marble tomb, made in Paris, long
adorned the interior. Of the cloister buildings only ruinous portions of those on the
south side survive, and these, again, almost wholly represent what had to be built
after the destruction of the monastery by the English in I304. The record of this event
affirms that the precinct enclosed many" palaces," and that the monks numbered
300. This figure is clearly an exaggeration. In a papal confirmation of I23I it
is stated that, with the recent enlargement of the church, the number of monks
had been increased from 30 to 50, and that the latter number was too great for
the revenues of the monastery, which therefore had to be augmented. 2 Possibly in
the 300 of the chronicler are included all the inmates whatsoever, whether monks or
servants, but even so the figure must be excessive. Similarly, when the same writer
says that the precinct included 3 ploughlands or 360 acres, he is again exaggerating.
The wall of the Priory at St. Andrews enclosed only about 30 acres, while that of
Dunfermline Abbey, as drawn on a map in the Annals of Dunfermline, p. I82, gives
an area of roughly 28 acres. The character of the" palaces" is discussed on p. lvii.
The buildings of this type at Dunfermline may include the refectory, 3 the hospitium
or guest-house (d. p. xlviii and No. 276), and the abbot's house (d. p. I2I), as well as
others of the same architectural character. The property of the monastery was part
of the jointure of Anne, Queen of James VI, and the guest-house was adapted as her
" palace," in which was barn the prince who became Charles 1.
The small priory on the Isle of May (No. 39) would rank as a Benedictine house
as long as it was possessed by the Benedictine Abbey of Reading in England, to which
it had been granted by its founder David 1. When, however, towards the end of the
I3th century it was acquired by the Priory of St. Andrews, it became a house of canons .
The ruins of a small I3th-century building still stand on the island.
Lindores Abbey (No. 434) belonged to Tironensians, an off-shoot from the Benedictine Order, and was founded about II78. Its ruins are extremely bald and fragmentary. The massive bell-tower at the north-west corner is similar to that of
Cambuskenneth Abbey near Stirling.
The Cistercians, or "White Monks," a reformed order of Benedictines, are
represented by two convents founded within ten years of each other. Culross Abbey
(No. ISO) dates from I2I7 but shows Cistercian characteristics of an earlier stage,
inasmuch as the church is without aisles and the refectory stands on the line of the
south range of the cloister, not at right angles to it. Of the church the east end is still
substantially intact, having been preserved as the parish church, an unusual fate for a
Cistercian building, which originally would be remote from any centre of population and
unconnected with parochial duties. At Culross, however, a new industrial community
had grown up around the harbour in the neighbourhood of the convent, whereupon
As to their original position ~ee Burgh Records of Dunfermline, pp. xxxii-iii.
Reg. de Dunfermelyn, No. 130.
3 In a version of IIz7, of the Rule of the Knights Templars is a statement to the effect tha t they
were understood to dine in common" in a palace (palatia) or, as it is better called , a refectory." Cited
by Du Cange s.v. Palatium.
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the old parish church (No. 149) fell out of use and was left to decay. Another
significant fact is the re-adaptation of the church in the 15th century, when the nave
seems to have been abandoned and a]] east of the rood screen closed in with a lofty
tower. As the Cistercian nave provided the choir of the conversi 1 or lay-brothers, and
as this section of the coml)1unity had by this time practically disappeared from their
houses, it may be concluded that it was deemed unnecessary to- restore the nave.
Here and at Inchcolm Abbey (No. 14) rood screen and pulpitum survive together in
the church, the only cases of the kind in Scotland, while England has none.
The other Cistercian convent, that of Balmerino (No. 60), was founded in 1226.
Like Melrose Abbey, from which it was colonised, it had the cloister on the north side,
a position sometimes chosen either for convenience of drainage or to avoid a public
road. The most considerable survival is the 15th-century chapter-house, which was
saved by having been converted into a dwelling-house. Of the church only the
northern walls and a few foundations elsewhere are left. From these one can judge
that it was originally unaisled, like Culross, but that an aisle was subsequently added
to the nave on the south side, where alone such an addition was possible. To the
north of the cloister stands the Abbey barn, which is probably of the 15th century
but has been largely rebuilt.
The most important establishment of Augustinian Canons was at St. Andrews
(No. 455), where the cathedral church was also that of the Priory. The cloister was
spacious, but little remains of its buildings beyond the foundation courses. To the
Priory of St. Andrews was attached that of St. Serf's (see p. 306), on the island in
.L och Leven, where the ruin of the 12th-century church still stands. In the last quarter:
of the next century the Priory acquired the small house on the Isle of May, which
has already been referred to in its earlier character as Benedictine. Thereafter the
May was abandoned as the headquarters of the Priory, which were transferred to its
mainland estate at Pittenweem (No. 444).
The Abbey of Inchcolm (No. 14), on the island of the same name, was also
Augustinian and is of special interest since it preserves the cloister buildings in an
unusually complete state. These have the further peculiarity that the cloister walk
is contained within their ground floor. The church underwent many enlargements
and adaptations, having been carried eastwards in stages, until the original nave
came to be utilised as a dwelling-house and the body of the church lay beyond the
eastern range of the cloister.
Little has been left of houses of Friars in Scotland, and within the present area
we have only the north aisle of the Church of the Black Friars at St. Andrews (No. 464),
which dates from 1525, and the very rare example of an Hospitium of the Grey Friars
at Inverkeithing (No. 276), which dates from the late 14th century.
Any association formed for a specific purpose could be called a "college."2
The only "college," or collegiate, churches in this Inventory are St. Mary's at
St. Andrews (No. 453), already explained (p. xlvi), and that of Crail (No. 12I). Three
examples of educational colleges exist at St. Andrews. The earliest is that of St.
1 Conversio in mediceval Latin nearly always means coming under monastic vows.
A con versus in a
Cistercian institution was a monk, as far as vows went, but could not read or write and was not allowed to
be taught to do either. His duties were on the farms, in the workshops, the mills, &c. But he had his own
dormitory and frater within the cloister, his own chapter, and his choir in the nave of the church.
2 Thus Wyntoun can speak of Dunfermline as a " Collegyd Kirk."
Orygynale Cronykil, Bk. VII,
ch. x. That is, it was served by a body of men constituted for this particular work.
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Salvator (No. 46I), constituted in I456 by Bishop Kennedy, whose ornate tomb
adorns the original chapel , which alone survives. The chapel, also, is all that now
stands of St. Leonard's College (No. 462), founded by Prior John Hepburn in I5I2.
To Archbishop James Beaton is due St. Mary's College (No. 463), which was instituted
in I537, but here the chapel has been demolished, while part of the residential
buildings remain.
Like the other ecclesiastical buildings the earliest parish churches are of the
Romanesque or Norman period, though in no case complete. The finest example is
that at Leuchars (No. 398), which is apsidal-ended and alone is artistically comparable
with the church of Dalmeny in West Lothian. 1 The decoration of the chancel arch
is noteworthy for its use of the" billet" ornament, which is uncommon in Scotland.
The Romanesque church at Aberdour (No. I5) is, on the contrary, a very plain
structur e, which has recently been restored. At Markinch (No. 4IO) the only survival
from the I2th century is the square western tower. What became in the I5th century
the Collegiate Church of Crail (No. I2I) began in this period as a simple unaisled
structure with nave and chancel, radicilly reconstructed in the I3th century.
These buildings are all in Fife, but at Tullibody in Clackmannanshire (No. 586)
the former parish church embodies a Romanesque nave, which, however, was rebuilt
in the I6th century and now suggests its origin only by the presence of much cubical
ashlar in the walls.
To the I3th century can be attributed nine churches, all in Fife, but they are
without exception ruinous and in several cases fragmentary. Only in the church at
Kirkton, Burntisland, (No. 69) is there a structural division between nave and chancel,
while the nave has been amplified with a south aisle. At Kinghorn (No. 339), however,
a south aisle has been added at the east end. Abdie Church (No. I) has a group cf
three lancets in its east gable. Other fragmentary churches from the same century
are r ecorded at Crombie, now Torryburn (No. 523), Carnock (No. 93), Rosyth (No. I96),
and CuIross (No. I49).
The I4th century is represented by the west tower of Inverkeithing Church
(No. 275), which is otherwise modern, by the ruin of St. Devenic's Church at Creich
(No. I40), where a cross-aisle has been added later on the south side, and by the parish
church of St. Monans (No. 485). The last mentioned, which has been restored and is
still in use, is in essentials the building erected by David II between I362 and I370
in the circumstances described in the Inventory. After Leuchars Church it is the
finest of the smaller ecclesiastical structures in Fife. The nave, as sometimes happened,
was never built.
In view of the general building activity characteristic of the country as a whole
in the I5th century, it is remarkable that so little can be claimed for that period in
the peninsula, and that only in Fife (d. p. Iv). The Church of the Holy Trinity,
St. Andrews, (No. 452) and St. Michael's, Cupar, (No. I68) are, respectively,
of I4I2 and I4I5, but in each case all that remains is the tall western tower and
some part of the nave arcade, the rest having been wholly rebuilt. St. Serf's Church,
Dysart (No. 224), is entirely ruinous except for the tower, which is complete
but appears to belong to the century following. Of the I5th-century church at
Kilrenny (No. 327) the tower alone survives.
These tall western towers are characteristic of the later churches in Fife. They
1
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are all that survive of the three 16th-century churches at Anstruther Wester (No. 38),
Kirkcaldy (No. 363), and Pittenweem (No. 445), while the same is the case with the
church of Anstruther Easter (No. 27), erected in 1634. All of them are surmounted
by bartizans "-still the local term-or battlements, and, with the exception of
St. Serf's, terminate in spires, which in some cases are of a later date. These
embattled towers, like contemporary examples in England, bear witness not only
to local prosperity but also to a civic pride on the part 'of the burgesses, to whom
their erection was due and to whom the building was not merely a church but also a
centre of municipal life.
A marked contrast to earlier styles is exhibited by the parish church of Burntisland (No. 68), where the burgesses in 1592 erected a square building with a pavilion
roof surmounted by a stone lantern, the design, it is said, having been adapted from
a Dutch model. It represents an effort to produce a church more in accordance with
post-Reformation necessities than was the traditional Gothic. The church of Dairsie
(No. 176), however, which was built by Archbishop Spottiswoode in 1621, reverts to
Gothic in form if not in spirit. Externally there is no division between nave and
chancel, but this was contrived within by a stone screen. At the same time the
belfry, corbelled out on oblong piers, and the west doorway are definitely Renaissance
in character. Largo Church (No. 373), which dates from 1628, is now mainly a modern
building, while Ballingry Church (No. 53) is also modern but has an aisle dated 1666,
and Tulliallan Church (No. 528) was originally constructed in 1675. At Fordell
(No. 181) and Balcarres (No. 3II) are private chapels of the 17th century, both late
Gothic in character with Renaissance details.
tt

Bells.-Most of the bells in Fife have been imported from the Low Countries.
The oldest one, bearing the date 1520, hangs in the Tolbooth of Crail (No. 124), and is
of a well-known Netherlands type, having been cast probably in Rotterdam. Examples
of the 17th century are found in the parish churches of Crail (No. 121), Largo (No. 373),
CuIross (No. 150), and Inverkeithing (No. 275), while another (No. 2II) from the old
Tolbooth is preserved in the Municipal Buildings, Dunfermline. The bells at
Anstruther Easter (p. 23) and Pittenweem (p. 224) came from a Swedish foundry.1
The one from Kennoway Church (No. 294), which is in private possession, was cast
in Edinburgh in 1635, but that of Ballingry Church (No. 53), dated 1658, is of
unknown origin. In St. Salvator's Church, St. Andrews, (No. 461) are three bells.
The largest, dedicated to St. Catherine, bears an inscription recording that it was
made to the order of Bishop Kennedy in 1460, but was recast for the second time in
1686 by John Meikle at Edinburgh. Another, dating from the 16th century, was
recast in 1724 by Robert Maxwell at Edinburgh. The third bell dates from 1679.
Sculpturings on Walls of Caves.-Among the early Christian memorials noted
in the Inventory are some at least of the sculpturings on the walls of certain caves.
All of the caves so distinguished bear in addition scattered groups of cup-marks,
which are probably older than Christian times. But such places were a form of
" retreat" on retirement, known generally as a " desert,"2 to which devotees of the
Celtic Church withdrew in order to achieve sanctity in solitude. "Dysart," in Fife,
1 At Havero, Sweden, is a bell by the same foundry, which is dated 1641 (d. p. 23) and, as the
inscription in Scots shows, was intended for the Kirk of Carmylie (" Kermeile") ilJ Forfarshire, the
donors having been" Duncan Feif & Katarina Borgelsdotter." Information from Dr. Amark (d. p. 224).
2 Lat. desertum, whence Irish diseart.
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still retains the descriptive name, and a cave there, not remarkable otherwise, is
connected with St. Serf. Apart from this legendary case, several caves on the shores
of Fife give evidence of such occupation. The most important examples are the five
caves at East Wemyss (No. 54r), where, besides two rude representations of the
human figure and several of various animals and birds, there appear a number of
well-known Christian symbols. At Caiplie (No. 337) the sculpturings consist for the
most part of simple equal-armed or Latin crosses, while at Kinkell (No. 482 (2)), and
Constantine's Cave (No. r29), in addition to crosses of various forms, there are one
or two crude representatiuns of animals. A figure, shown full face, was noted also on
a loose slab found in Kinkell Cave.
Stones with Symbols.-In view of the remarkable display of symbolic sculpturings on the walls of the Wemyss caves, it is perhaps surprising that such designs are
of rare occurrence on isolated boulders, standing stones, or other monuments throughout the peninsula. They appear, however, on a stone at Lindores (No.6), in the parish
of Abdie, Fife, and on a fragment from Walton farm (No. r67), near Cupar, Fife. In
two cases, one at Largo (No. 380) and the other at Scoonie (No. 495), symbols appear,
in association with figure subjects, on slabs having a cross on the other face.
Both these are again noted in the next section. A small irregularly shaped slab
(No. 248) from the fort on East Lomond, Fife, shows the incised figure of a bull.
In this connection it may be noted that symbols occur on the silver ornaments
(Figs. 30, 31, 32) from the tumulus at Norrie's Law, Fife (No. 378). No stones bearing
symbols have been found in either of the counties of Kinross or Clackmannan.
Cross-slabs and Crosses.-These early Christian monuments form a varied
group. At St. Andrews there has been brought together in the Cathedral Museum
(No. 456) a considerable collection of simply ornamented cross-slabs, often fragmentary,
but sufficiently distinctive to suggest a local school of such sculpture. Those at
Abercrombie, Fife, (No. 484) belong to the same school. As examples of these were
removed from the foundation courses of the Cathedral, which was begun in rr60,
the type can be said to be earlier than the middle of the r2th century. Of the other
cross-slabs in Fife those at Largo and Scoonie have been referred to in the previous
paragraphs as bearing symbols, while that from Scoonie, which is now in the National
Museum, has on one edge an Ogham inscription. Of the slab built into the wall at
Crail Church (No. r2r) only one side can b_e seen, and that is much weathered. The
" Stob Cross" at Markinch (No. 423) has been sculptured on both faces with a plain
cross in relief, while a carved stone which formerly stood at Inverkeithing has disappeared and is now only imperfectly known from a drawing,l in which are some
horsemen and an animal. In the St. Andrews Museum are two shafts of free-standing
crosses, one of which was also recovered from the Cathedral foundations and must
therefore date from before rr60. Similar cross-shafts, now mutilated and partially
defaced, stand at Dogton (No. 354) and Mugdrum (No. 436). In Kinross-shire a slab
with figures occurs at Tullibole (No. 557), while at Hawk Hill, Clackmannanshire,
(No. 596) is a slab with a plain incised cross on each face.
Hog-Backed Stones.-Hog-backed stones have been recorded in Fife at
Inchcolm (No. 23) and Tulliallan (No. 532), and in Clackmannanshire at Tillicoultry
(No. 6r6 (2)), while there is a coped or shrine-shaped stone (No: 479) at St. Leonard's
School, St. Andrews.
1
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University Maces, St. Andrews.-In view of their ecclesiastical origin and
associations we may here notice the three 15th-century maces or " beddele wandis"
in possession of the University of St. Andrews, which are described in detail with
their history in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxvi (1891- 2), pp. 440- 474, and are illustrated
in Figs. 33 (A.B.C.) and 34-40.
A. This mace is of silver partially gilt, is 4 feet 2t inches long, and was made
between the years 1414 and 1418. The hexagonal head displays on the lowest tier six
shields, of which that bearing the engraved arms and initials of John Spottiswoode,*
the 17th-century Archbishop, is an addition. On the other shields the arms are executed
in enamel, which has been almost all chipped out, and represent: (I) Scotland, (2)
Bishop Wardlaw* (1403-40) , (3) Earl of Mar* (d. 1435), (4) Earl of Douglas* (d. 1424),
(5) Duke of Albany (d. 1419). Above are the figures of six saints: (I) St. Michael;
(2) a nimbed female figure with a dragon* beneath her, who has been identified as the
Virgin Mary (work cited, p. 443), but is apparently rather St. Margaret of Antioch,
shown on an ivory in the British Museum as emerging from the middle of the back of
the dragon which had swallowed her; (3) John the Baptist*; (4) the Virgin Mary* ;
(5) St. Andrew*; (6) St. Ninian. 1
B. The second mace, which belonged to the College of St. Salvator, is of silver
gilt, and is 3 feet 91 inches long. The whole rod is covered with spiral bands of
ornament, part of the repeated design being the letters JK. for Bishop James
Kennedy, who had it made for the college which he had founded. The head is an
hexagonal shrine made up of architectural elements of design. On three of the faces
at the base are figures of a bishop, * a king and a mendicant friar, while on the remaining
sides are grotesque figures each holding in one hand a shield bearing respectively the
arms of Bishop Kennedy, those of St. Andrews, and the design of an imperial orb
within a tressure flory-counter-flory, the latter two being evidently additions of a
later time. Above the figure of the bishop is that of the Saviour* or St. Salvator,
while on three sides, under the flying buttresses, are angels holding symbols of the
Passion-a cross, * a scourging-pillar, * and a spear. The three knops (Figs. 43-5) show
figures of angels and also of men reading and preaching or lecturing. The foot of the
mace is an inverted flower ornament with lions (Fig. 46), and on a flat rim just above
in Gothic lettering is the inscription: 10bne .®aiel (l;oulMmttbe 2 anb lVerlette off
<!bamer ttl tbe 10rb tl)e IDalfrne bes mabe tbfs f1Dasse in tbe \:toune of ~arts tbe
rber of our 10rbe mccccl!i. Jean Mayelle was a member of the Incorporation of
Goldsmiths of Paris in 1460.
A silver-gilt medal, which was attached to the rod by a chain, bears in Gothic
letters the inscription: a\)tsses a Ia fin 1acobns/1kanebt i1Iustrts/San(c)tt Hnbree anttstes
l ac fu(n )bator <!ollegtt S(anct)t SaI\)atoris cui me bonaNtt me fecit fieri ~ari/( s ) tts an(n)o
Nomt)nt m/ccccI!. (The Kennedy motto, given in Nisbet as Avise la fine. "James
Kennedy the illustrious archbishop of St. Andrews and founder of the College of

* Those marked with

an asterisk appear on the Figs.
As he appears in a statuette in Worcester Cathedral. On account of the symbol of a portion of
chain, he is identified , in the article cited, with St. Leonard. The figure making the gesture of benediction
is, however, in mass vestments, with crozier and mitre, and so represents a bishop, while St. Leonard
was only a deacon.
,
2 In the article cited the third word is transcribed as GOVLDSMCHE, but T and C were often written
alike, while the I is included in the preceding letter. In the same account the contraction for TH is
printed as Y (YE for THE) and the old" yok" letter or consonantal Y (z) as Z in ZER for YHER (" year").
1
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St. Salvator, to which he gifted me, had me made at Paris in the year of the Lord
1461 "). The lettering has been recut, not very skilfully.
Another medal, which was also attached to the mace, records that it was
repaired at the expense of the College in 1685.
C. The remaining mace is of silver, partially gilded, and is 4 feet It inches long.
As in the others, the head is of hexagonal tabernacle work. The lowest niches are
occupied by angel figures, which once apparently bore shields of arms, as the holes
for attachment still show. The niches above contain the following figures: (I) St.
Andrew, * (z) St. Peter, (3) The Trinity, (4) the Mother and Child, * (5) St. Mungo, (6)
St. John the Baptist. As the mace bears no hall-mark, it is probably of a date before
1457, when such marks were imposed by Act of Parliament, but the ornamentation
of the foot points to a much later time for this portion.
VI.

SECULAR STRUCTURES.

The earliest form of private castle was that consisting of a building of timber, or
of timber and clay, raised within a stockade upon an isolated « mote" or mound of
earth, in whole or part artificial, to which was attached a base-court, enclosed by a
stockaded rampart and known as a « bailey." Structures of the type described
could not have survived till now, and in comparatively few cases were they replaced
by others in stone. Thus we are usually left with earthworks alone, while in many
instances these also have been obliterated. This has happened at Crail, where no
trace remains of what is on record as « the Mote of Craill called of old the Castle
of Craill."l On the other hand the Mote of Leuchars (No. 401) in 1585 carried a stone
"castle," while the structure on the site at the beginning of the 18th century
was known as a "palace." The site of the mote-castle at Cupar has long been
occupied by buildings. Maiden Castle (No. 4Z1) belongs to the same class of construction, the central depression on the mound being a feature found in other
examples in Scotland as well as in France and England, and possibly representing the
original fossa or " pit" familiar in the sense of « prison." At Leuchars, however, this
central feature is said to have communicated by a drain with the moat, the water in
which was apparently fed from the surrounding marsh, as at the Doune of Invernochty,
Aberdeenshire. The « Court Knowe" at Gornogrove (No. 505) preserves a name
sometimes attached to a mote-hill as the seat of a baronial court. At Inchrye (No.7).
where there was an ancient barony, is a mound of this type which has been raised
on a natural ridge. To south-east of Cornceres, Fife, is a hillock locally called « Castle
Hill," and said by the farmer who cultivates it to be formed of forced earth.
Perdieus Mount at Dunfermline (No. ZIZ) is of the same class. It is possible,
too, thaf a conspicuous rounded knoll (No. z5), about z50 yards due north of the
Castle of Aberdour, may represent an earlier mote-castle in that barony.
No castellated structure of stone in these counties can be assigned to a date
earlier than the 13th century, although a portion of the outer wall of Lochleven
Castle (No. 567) may possibly be of the end of that period. Of 14th-century building
not much remains and that either fragmentary or incorporated in later and more
extensive structures. « Malcolm Canmore's Tower" at Dunfermline (No. zoo) may
1

Reg. Mag . Sig., 1583, No. 579.
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be of this time, but no more definite conclusion can be drawn from remains ' so
scanty and featureless. Lochore Castle (No. 54) which dates from the same century
occupies what was originally an island in a loch, now drained, where a tower
with barmkin reproduced in stone the normal mote-and-bailey plan. Another 14thcentury tower constitutes the earliest part of Aberdour Castle (No. 17). At
"Macduff's Castle" (No. 535) part of the gatehouse, and at Balmbreich (No. 259)
most of the south range as well as the stretch of wall on the west, portions of
the old south wall and pf that on the east, are of 14th-century date. Of the earlier
castle of this time at Falkland Palace (No. 238) little remains but the foundations. At
St. Andrews (No. 465), however, in addition to a fragment of the structure raised by two
Anglo-Scottish lords in 1336 (p. xxxviii), there is a fair amount of the rebuilding by Bishop
Traill towards the end of the same century. The fine tower at Clackmannan (No. 606)
began in the late 14th century as a simple oblong building, but was renewed in its
upper part a century later, when also a wing was added. Both tower and wing had
corbelled battlements of similarly simple character, but subsequently those of the
wing were reconstructed with machicolations, a treatment which was not common in
northern France or in England before the 14th century, and was probably not introduced into Scotland until late in that century or early in the century after. Another
feature to which attention may be drawn and which seems also to have originated in
the 14th century is an (( intake" on the walls of a tower, generally at first-floor level.
This method of construction may be observed in the towers at Aberdour, Lochore,
and Macduff, in the earliest part of Clackmannan tower, and in that of Lochleven,
which is of the next century.
Few castles dating from an early time continued in an unaltered condition throughout the centuries following, and all, it may be said, were added to or in some degree
reconstructed. The 15th century was a great building period in the country generally,
but was not markedly such in the area under review. It is valuable, however, to
have from this time a castle such as that at Ravenscraig or Ravenscleuch (No. 364),
the beginning of which can be precisely dated, since it was being built for Mary of
Gueldres, 'widow of James II, in 1460- 1, at the time of her death. It was not completed
according to the original design, but was finished off in a rather summary way. The
fine cubical ashlar-work of the first construction, however, and the grouping of the
principal apartments in conjunction on the line of the front are typical of the time.
The castle of Tulliallan (No. 529) which stands on marshy land near the upper
shore of the Firth of Forth and seems, in the main at least, to be of the same century,
shows this frontal disposition in a more developed form . The principal apartment
appears originally to have been on the ground floor, an unusual arrangement for
Scotland; thus only can be explained the handsome rib-vaulting and fireplace still
to be seen a t that level.
In both these cases the original plan remains through all subsequent modifications.
In certain examples, however, what figures at a later date as a castle of considerable
dimensions has developed from a 15th-century tower afterwards incorporated in
constructions of a different character. Such a tower was the nucleus of Wemyss
(No. 536), Lochleven (No. 567), and Castle Campbell (No. 615). The two finest
examples of these originally single-tower residences are at Balgonie (No. 414)
and Rosyth (No. 277), both in Fife. The former dates from the beginning
and the latter from the end of the century. Both are structurally complete,
display particularly good workmanship, and have the two lowest floors vaulted ,
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Originally all these towers would have attached to them a wall of enclosure or
" barmkin," and the structural evidence at Rosyth indicates that in this case the wall
had the exceptional height of 40- 50 feet, the usual dimensions being about 20 feet.
Within the barmkin would be the necessary outbuildings, such as stable, byre, granary,
kiln, &c., provided in every castle, and traces of the original wall and of these buildings
survive at Balgonie, Wemyss, Rosyth, Lochleven, and Castle Campbell. At the close
of this century there was added to the tower of Balgonie a structure of a character
which will be described in relation to others of the same kind in the century following
(see p. lviii).
Many towers, however, with their barmkin and subordinate buildings, remained
in their original form and did not suffer absorption in more extensive and differently
planned residential quarters. Some of them, like Ardross (No. 233) and Balwearie
(No. 34I), both in Fife, are now merely fragmentary. Cruivie (No. 407), which
would seem to have been in existence before I509, is a tower with a wing or " jamb,"
on the first floor of which is the entrance, while the ascent is continued by a straight
stair in the mutual wall opposite. The tower of Balmuto (No. 340) also had an
entrance on the first floor, as was the case, too, in Pitteadie Tower (No. 342) and at
Pitcruivie (No. 374), where a hatch opens behind the threshold, as it does in the tower
of Lochleven Castle.
In addition to Clackmannan Tower, which has already been noted as having been
considerably enlarged in this century, two other towers in that shire deserve mention
here. One of these is Alloa Tower (No. 588) conspicuous for its great bulk and the
thickness of its walls, although only one storey retains anything of the original arrangement. The other is the tower of Sauchie (No. 589), which, though roofless and neglected,
is in a fairly complete condition with little structural change. The characteristics of
an armorial panel (Fig. 49I) which once adorned it, suggest that, like the tower of
Pitcruivie, this tower was built at the end of the I5th or the beginning of the I6th
century.
One constructional feature may here be noted, namely the use of a continuous
moulded corbel-course to support the joists of the uppermost floor, a practice which
appears to have come into use at the end of the I5th century. Such a feature appears
in the tower at Rosyth, at Dunfermline Palace (No. I97), at Clackmannan Tower, at
Sauchie Tower, and at Aldie Castle.
The I6th century witnessed much building, residential accommodation being now
planned on a more generous scale. Such building, whether entirely new or inclusive of
an earlier tower-house, was developed for the most part on the lines of the long, comparatively narrow type of structure which had made its appearance in the preceding
century, and of which Tulliallan may serve as a particular example. It was not a
tower, neither was it a castle, in the strict sense of a wall of enclosure equipped with
towers and internal buildings. It was, indeed, a development of the more primitive
" Hall" type of building. The distinction must have been present to the mind of
Bishop Leslie when in the Geographical Description preceding his principal historical
work, first published in I578, he writes that" Castles and palaces (palatia) of noblemen are nowhere more numerous (frequentiora) than in Fife."l The specific term
" palace," though it now became more familiar, had long been in use for buildings of
1 De Origine, Moribus et Rebus Gestis Scotorum, Rome, I675, p. 23.
As late as I77I it is noted in
Humphrey Clinker that Fife " exhibits a surprising number of fine seats, elegantly built, and magnificently
furnished."
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the kind just described. We have seen its use at Dunfermline (p. xlvii), in 1303, and
Prior James Haldenston of St. Andrews during his term of office (1419- 1443) built a
"fine and notable palace" (pulchrum et spectabile palatium) within the court of
the guest-house of the priory.1 The part of the house of Black Friars, St. Andrews
(No. 464), which lasted well into the last century, was known as the" palace." In
1552 the Prior of Pittenweem (No. 444) leased to the Commendator of St. Andrews,
James Stewart, afterwards Earl of Moray, his" place and palice" of Pittenweem,
the Prior meantime to have the use of the Commendator's (( palice of Petlaithy," now
Pitlethie, near Earlshall, where no vestige of the building survives. The (( palace"
at Monimail (No. 428) is now represented only by a small tower. At Inverkeithing
the building which was the hospitium or guest-house of the Franciscans or Grey
Friars (No. 276) survives under the name of" The Palace." The" Palate " at CuIross
(No. 152), built in a fashion that was neither tower nor castle, was the house of a
successful 16th-century merchant. A charter of 1606 specifies "the palace" of
Leslie (No. 387). At a later date Wemyss (No. 536), Melville (No. 427), and Leuchars
(No. 401) are spoken of as " palaces,"2 but of the last-named nothing now remains;
there is a record, however, that it was (( similar in the style of its architecture to Earlshall," 3 The (( noble Palace" of Lochleven, as it was styled, 4 is Kinross House (No. 568),
built by Sir William Bruce, and still spoken of locally as" the palace."5 The tendency
in the greater mansions was to carry building of this character round the sides of a
courtyard or " close," as in the castle proper, the buildings themselves taking the
place of what used to be an enclosing wall. The Palace of Pinkie in Midlothian 6 shows
this lay-out occupying two sides, one of which incorporates an older tower, while
Falkland Palace (No. 238), erected between 1530 and 1541, and Linlithgow Palace,
West Lothian,7 a laborious reshaping of earlier structures, show the" palace" plan
as a complete enclosure. It is in this sense that an English visitor in 1636 speaks of
Linlithgow as a " very fair palace, built castle-wise."8 French master-masons were
employed at Falkland. French art in building was at the time much affected by
I talian influence-the first authentic reference to an Italian architect working for the
French court occurs in 15309-and Italian practice standardised the palace " plan
in its final form. The same line of development is exemplified in the buildings throughout Scotland as a whole.
Fife, however, it can be inferred from Leslie's words, could show an exceptional
number of (( palace" houses. These then must embody the general idea outlined
above, though variations in treatment must be expected. Dowhill (No. 547) shows
the extension westwards of an earlier tower in a longitudinal building with a
circular tower at the south-west angle and traces of a return northwards, as if to form
the west side of a courtyard. At Newark (No. 486) the original structure was
longitudinal in character but was extended not long afterwards on the same lines,
also with a circular angle tower, and then heightened in the next century. Dairsie
II

Scotichr., lib. VI, cap. lvii.
A journey Through Scotland, 1723, pp. 82, 159, 94, 168.
3 Balmerino and Its Abbey, by Rev. J. Campbell, D.D., p. 168.
4 A journey , etc., p . 171.
5 In Kinross-shire the place-name" Palace Brae" (O.S. Map xxiv S.E.) marks the site of a seat of
the Earls of Tullibardine (Stat. Acct., xviii, p. 469).
6 Inventory, Midlothian and West Lothian, p. xxxix, and No. II5.
7 Ct. Inventory, Midlothian and W est Lothian, No. 356.
, 8 Sir William Brereton in Early Travellers in Scotland, p. 148,
9 Blomfield's History of French Architecture, vol. i, p. 9.
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(No. 177), which has not been altered in plan, shows the same type of design but has
a circular tower at two diagonaUy opposite angles. At Fordell Castle (No. 182),
however, the towers in this position are square, while at the wall-head of the other
angles are circular turrets containing small rooms known as "studies" (d. No. 158 (15)).
Earlshall (No. 400), which is dated 1546, has one square and one circular tower
at the diagonal corners; on the top floor is the " Gallery," which is a feature in
buildings of this lengthened character As noted above (p. lvii). Earlshall resembled
in style of building the" palace" of Leuchars. At Balcomie (No. 123) the two
square towers are on the same side, while additional building can be followed along
one flank of a courtyard. The original house at Rossend (No. 72) was an Lshaped structure, but another longitudinal building was carried from the middle of
one side so as to utilise the already existing stair in the wing. In the case of Pitcullo
Castle (No. 399) there was also an original L-shaped house of this class, to which
was added later another rectangular tower opposite the earlier wing on the same face.
This new tower was fitted to the corner in such a way as to avoid obscuring windows
in the main block. Similarly at Pittarthie (No. 218), and Randerston (No. 356), both
in Fife, a square wing on a large scale is so placed at one corner of the main block as
to allow of the effective lighting of both divisions. In the same county the mansion
of Airdrie (No. 122), dated 1588, and the manse at Anstruther Easter (No. 30), dated
1590, show an oblong main house with a quadrangular stair-tower centred in one side.
At Balgonie (No. 414), as already stated, extension on these lines along one side
of a courtyard began in the late 15th century and was carried round another side in
the 17th century. But the two sides of additional building at Castle Campbell represent
two distinct 16th-century stages. At this time" Macduff's" Castle (No. 535) was
replanned and still later was surrounded by a wall having gun-loops along the front
but embodied in outbuildings at the sides. In this century, too, a complete new
house was added to the accommodation of the 14th-century tower at Aberdour.
Among the purely tower residences Lordscairnie (No. 433), which was erected
in the late 15th or early 16th century, though now very ruinous, alone shows no
signs of later alteration or extension. Of other 16th-century houses, Burleigh Castle
(No. 575) shows an almost square tower with an internal wheel-stair, but late
in the century the place w.as enlarged by the construction of buildings on at least two
sides of a courtyard. At the same time the front was made a regular composition,
terminating at the angle directly opposite to the original building in a salient
tower, dated 1586. The tower at Aldie Castle (No. 556) was originally L-shaped on
plan, but the wing was removed to make way on its site for the first enlargement,
to which a still later building was attached at right angles. The tower rises above
these subsequent buildings but has no parapet, while it may be remarked that at
Creich (No. 141), Strathendry (No. 386) and Denmylne (No.2), all 16th-century
houses in Fife, the parapet is confined to one end, where it seems to have served only
the purpose of a balcony. Kellie Castle (No. 84), with its nucleus of two 16thcentury towers connected by a barmkin, will be considered in relation to its later
development.
Of urban houses erected in this century several examples survive in the coast
towns, particularly in St. Andrews, Inverkeithing and CuIrass. The only example
of civic architecture dating from this period is the Town-House of Crail, which,
however, has been largely rebuilt. At Limekilns, Fife, the structure known as the
" King's Cellar" (No. 206) represents a 16th-century warehouse.
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The buildings which originate in the 17th century are fewer in number and
generally of minor importance, but many of an earlier date were now extended, in
certain cases with a systematic reorganisation of the plan. Thus at Kellie Castle
the tower of the early 16th century and that of 1573 were connected in 1606 by
a longitudinal building with a stair wing, the result being a roughly T-shaped plan.
Wemyss Castle (No. 536) was extended about 1640 in buildings of the same
character as those of Kellie, and in 1670 a wing was added; in 1723 it is therefore
described as a "palace. 1 A new extension having a " long gallery" on the upper
floor was added to the 16th-century house at Aberdour Castle (No. 17), while,
towards the end of the century, Newark Castle (No. 486) was increased in height.
Of the smaller buildings in Fife, Scotstarvit Tower (No. 98), though bearing in one
place the date 1627, may have been in existence in 1579. It possesses a complete
parapet-walk, a feature which by the later date had become unusual (d. p. lviii).
Thus at Tullibole, Kinross-shire (No. 555), an oblong mansion with a stair-wing on
one side, which was built in 1608, the" battling" is restricted to a simple machicolation at the wall-head above the door.
In the second half of the 17th century several mansions were laid out in the new
formal style which had become the prevailing fashion in western Europe, deriving
primarily from Italy. An early example is Balcaskie (No. 85), which, with its gardens,
was planned by the eminent Scottish architect, Sir William Bruce, for his own
occupation after 1665, but which seems to incorporate the former manor-house referred
to in 1647. Bruce, however, sold Balcaskie, and between 1685 and 1690 built for himself
the" palace" (d. p. lvii) at Kinross (No. 568). This house is oblong on plan but has
the central part slightly recessed, while, from either end of the front, screen walls
curve outwards to terminate in garden houses. This type of plan, which Inigo Jones
appears to have been the first British architect to adopt, was subsequently freely used
by the Palladian designers, and on these lines Melville House (No. 427) or Palace
(d. p. lvii) was constructed by Mr. James Smith, a distinguished Scottish architect,
to whom was also due the remodelling of Dalkeith Palace. 2 Other mansions of this
period, such as those of Kincraig (No. 231) and Raith (No. 367), were raised on less
formal lines.
The account of towers and mansions in the present area is not complete without
reference to the lesser buildings, gardens, &c., attached to them. For example, the
new house at Fernie (No. 429), in 1510, besides hall and chamber was to be equipped
with a granary, byre, stable, dovecot, orchards (pomeriis) , gardens (ortis), bee-hives,
hedges, and a plantation of oaks. 3 The high road to Cupar once passed between the
tower of Scotstarvit (No. 98) and its outbuildings. At Inchrye (r609) there was to
be a large garden enclosed by a ditch and a hedge with a plantation of hawthorn,
willow, alder, aspen, ash, plane, and elm, while outside the cabbage-garden hemp and
flax were to be sown .4 Therefore in 1598 a traveller notes how in Fife the" noblemen's
and gentlemen's dwellings" were "commonly compassed with small groves," an
observation also made by another visitor in 1677, who adds that there may not be a
tree in any part of the country about them. 5
Building in general throughout the peninsula is distinguished by fine masonry,
A Journey Through Scotland, p. 82.
Inventory, Midlothian and West Lothian, p. xliv.
3 Reg. Mag . Sig., s.a., No. 3430.
4 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 65.
5 Early Travellers in Scotland, p. 85; Kirk's Tour in Scotland, p. IS.
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there being in most parts ample supplies of freestone and limestone. This structural
characteristic is specially a mark of places erected in the late 16th and late 17th
centuries.
Decorated Ceilings . -Painted decoration on timber ceilings was common
during the 16th century, and for some time thereafter, and several such ceilings have
survived in Fife.
At Collairnie (No. 192), for example, there are two ceilings of about 1581, which
were painted in tempera with heraldic decorations, now lamentably decayed and in
serious danger of being entirely obliterated. At Earlshall (No. 400), the long gallery
has a ceiling painted with devices, partly heraldic and partly taken from natural
history, while in another chamber is a simpler ceiling with an heraldic centrepiece.
Both these ceilings, which date from 1620, have been renewed within recent · years,
and are in good repair. Culross Palace (No. 152) contained three painted ceilings.
In the chapel at Falkland Palace (No. 238) is a fine oak ceiling, which is dated 1633.
A painted ceiling at 71 South Street, St. Andrews, (No. 468 (6)) was taken down, but
two portions of it are preserved in the Hall of St. Salvator's College, St. Andrews,
while another part is in the National Museum of Antiquities.
Of the enriched plaster ceilings the finest are to be found at Kellie Castle (No. 84)
in the suite of public rooms on the first floor, where they show armorial enrichments
dating from the first and third quarters of the 17th century, while three ceilings on
the floor above are of the last quarter of the same century. One of these is particularly
noteworthy in respect of its centrepiece, an allegorical painting by De Witt, the
Dutch artist. At Balcaskie (No. 85) there are five enriched plaster ceilings of the
second half of the 17th century. Plaster ceilings are recorded also at Otterston (No.
184), Balcarres (No. 312), Raith House (No. 367), Balgonie (No. 414), Balfour
(No. 415), and Wemyss Castle (No. 536).
Dovecots .-Fife has long been remarkable for the number of its dovecots. By
the end of the 18th century there were 36(J in the county.! An observant visitor of
about the same time notes" that there are more dove-cots or pigeon-houses, than in
any other county in Scotland. Every gentleman, feuar, and substantial farmer has
his dove-cot."2 This fact had its place in the saying descriptive of the possessions of
a Fife laird, " a puckle land, a lump 0' debt, a doocot, and a law plea." Dovecots in
Scotland generally, however, involving as they did a heavy toll upon the grain crop,
had been regarded as already too numerous in the early 17th century, since in 1617
an Act was passed restricting the building of such to proprietors having within two
miles thereof a yearly rent extending to 10 chalders of victual. It does not seem
possible that this Act could have been strictly observed during the centuries that
followed.
Many dovecots in Fife were demolished within recent years, yet no fewer than
ninety-three have been recorded in the present Inventory. The earliest form, which dates
from the r6th century, is generally of beehive shape with one or more string-courses.
Of this type the best-examples are found at Aberdour Castle (No. 17), Hillside (No. 19),
Dysart House (No. 226), and Bogward (No. 476), while a cylindrical dovecot of the
same period is found at "Macduff's" Castle (No. 535). These examples, however, must
1
2

Survey of the Agriculture of the County of Fife, Rev. J. Thomson, Edinburgh, Edinburgh I800, p. 270.
Travels in Scotland by an Unusual Route, Rev. James Hall, A.M., London, I807, vol. i, p. 2 I6 .
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be differentiated from others of similar appearance at North Callange (No. 103) and
Melville House (No. III), where the structure has been in the first instance a windmill
and has subsequently been adapted as a dovecot. Nor are all of the 16th-century dovecots circular, since at Rosyth Castle (No. 277), there is a particularly fine rectangular
dovecot of that time, which has gables at each end. The one at Earlshall (No. 403),
which is dated 1597, is of the same class but contains two storeys.
The typical 17th- and 18th-century dovecot is rectangular on plan, and is usually
built of rubble covered with harl. The flanks are crow-stepped, the back wall is higher
than the front, and there is a lean-to roof of timber. An unusually ornate dovecot
at Leuchars Castle (No. 402) is dated [16J61. Some examples contain two chambers,
and of this type those bearing dates are of the 18th century, a certain number included
in the Inventory being later than 1707. The dovecot of Tullibole Castle (No. 555),
which is dated 1751, has nests of wood. In a few cases the potence or pivoted ladder
has survived.
Bridges.-The oldest bridge in the peninsula is the Guard Bridge (No. 405),
which, crossing the River Eden near its mouth, unites the parishes of Leuchars and
St. Andrews, and was originally built by Bishop Wardlaw of St. Andrews (14041440), the founder of the University. Each side bears the arms of James Beaton,
Archbishop of St. Andrews (1522- 39), by whom the bridge had been restored.
Farther up the same stream is Dairsie Bridge (No. 178), which has three arches with
stout soffit ribs and a panel with the arms of the same Archbishop. This then is a
16th-century bridge. Near Thornton a third bridge erected by the Archbishop has
been rebuilt. Of the same time is a small disused single-arched bridge without ribs
over the Kenly Burn (No. 470). It bears the arms either of Prior John Hepburn of
St. Andrews, who died in 1522, or of his nephew and successor Prior Patrick Hepburn.
The" Bishop" bridge at Ceres (No. 102) has a high-backed single arch and dates from
the 17th century.
In Clackmannanshire there are two ancient bridges over the River Devon near
Tullibody. Of the one at Bridgend (No. 590) the eastern part dates from before 1559,
while an extension westwards must have been completed before 1616, and the two
small arches to the west of the latter portion are much later. The other bridge (No. 591)
is a 17th-century structure bearing the arms of Abercromby, then laird of Tullibody.
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FIFE
difficulty to analyse the building accurately.
The roof has entirely disappeared, and the walls
are in places thickly clad with ivy, the west
window being entirely hidden.
The building, which measures 92£ by 24t feet
externally, is of ashlar, and has been divided
externally into bays by shallow, staged buttresses with tabled tops and splayed bases.
The narrow lancet-windows in the side-walls are
all original, but the three in the east gable (Fig.
353), which form a group of three lights with obtusely pointed heads and pointed rear-arches,
appear to have undergone some alteration, since
the arch of each is formed externally in large
stones. There are three entrances to the nave
in the south wall. On the west is a porch, opening through a 'de, heavily chamfered archway
and having a stone bench on either side and a
plain lintelled doorway of the 17th century at the
inner end. The middle door is also of late date,
while that on the east is the" priest's door," a
small entrance with an equilateral pointed head,
simply chamfered and protected by a hoodmould formed by a string-course, which also
ran along each wall between the buttresses but
is now hardly traceable except at the eastern
end of the building. On the east gable, the
finial cross and seat with the skews and their
gableted terminations are modern, as is also the
wall-head cornice of the side walls. Within the
church, at the south end of the east wall, is a
roughly formed locker, possibly a credence. A
corbel on each of the side walls may indicate the
position of the rood-beam.
The aisle is used as the burial place of the
Balfours of Denmylne, and the arms of Sir
Robert Balfour- On a chevron between three

ABDIE.
ECCLESI ASTICAL BUILDING.

I®
Old Parish Church, Abdie.-This church
was consecrated on 5th September 1242 by
David de Bernham, Bishop of St . Andrews, and
continued to be used until 1827, when it ceased
to be a place of worship. Its ruins (Fig. 353),
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FIG. 6S .- Old Church, Abdie (No. I) .

surrounded by the churchyard, stand on the
western shore of Lindores Loch, 500 yards southeast of the modern parish church. It was
originally a narrow single-chambered structure,
but in the 17th century a transeptal aisle was
added on the north, as well as the belfry, the
south porch with the three buttresses beside it,
and a buttress on the north, certain of the
southern windows being at the same time enlarged. As the remains were repaired and considerably restored in 1856, nearly thirty years
after its abandonment, it is a matter of some
I

I

I
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trefoils an otter's head erased-appear on a
panel above the entrance with his initials
[S.] R.B. and the date 166r. The building is of
rubble and is oblong on plan, measuring 29 by
21£ feet. The entrance is on the west; the east
gable is crow-stepped and contains a window,
chamfered on jamb and lintel. To the south is
an archway opening into the nave. On the
walls are a number of memorial panels. One
outhe north wall, now almost entirely decayed,
commemorates Michael Balfour and his wife
K[ATHERINE] N[APIER].
Their arms appear
impaled: dexter, Balfour; sinister, a saltire
engrailed between four roses, for Napier. One
panel on the east wall is wholly obliterated;
it has contained an h eraldic achievement now
quite illegible.
The inscriptions on the other panels on the
same wall are as follows :
D.O.M.S.
D(OMINO)
MICHJELI BALFOVRIO A DENMIL
EQVITI AVRATO AVO PR.lESTANTISS(IMO) PIETATE
IN SIGNI I IN PATRIAM FIDE SPECTATO IN AVLAM
IMPERIALEM EXCELLENTISS(IMI) CAROLI II scol
TI.lE
ANGLlJE
FRANCI.lE
&
HIBERNlJE
MONARCH.lE
CELSISS(IMI)
T[R] IVM
REGNI
ORDINVM I STATVTO OB SVMMAM PRVDENTIAM
COOPTATO ET EIVSDEM CONTRAROTVLATOR(I)
PRONVNTIATO SENIO M[O]RBOQVE CONFECTO IIII
FEB AN (NO) MDCLII .lETAT(IS) LXXII I D(OMINAE)
IOANNJE
DVRHAME.lE
AVI.lE
PAT(ERNAE)
DIGNISS(IMAE) RELIGIONE IN DEVM CHARITATE
IN I EGENOS CLARISS(IMAE) VT AMARANTINA
FRV(E)RETVR GLORI.lE CORONA IMMATVRE I EXTINCT.lE 10 NOVEMB AN(NO) MDCXL .lETAT(IS) LIX.

[ABDIE.

59th year, to enjoy an everlasting crown of
glory. ")
D.O.M.S.
D(OMINO) IACOBO BALFOVRIO A DENMIL MILITI
BARONET(TO) LEONI ARMORVM REGI I PATRI
[DE]SIDERATISS(IMO)
VERO
HONORIS
ET
PROBITATIS EXEMPLO LITERARVM I OMNIVM CVM
GRA VIORVM TVM POLITIORVM PERITISS(IMO)
PENITIORIS ANTIQVITATIS I NON MINVS CERTO
QVAM INDAGATORI CVRIOSO MVSARVM ET
GRATIARVM
COR/CVLO
ET
OCELLO ORBI
ADEMPTO XlIII FEB. AN(NO) MDCLVII .lETAT(IS)
LIII D(OMIN.lE) MARGARIT.lE ARNOT.lE MATRI
CHARISS(IMAE) VIRTVTE ET FORMA VLTRA SEXVM
I EXIMI.lE IN IPSO IVVENTVTIS FLORE VT SVPERIS
ASSOCIARETVR TERRIS I EREPT.lE XV DECEMB.
AN(NO) MDCLIII .lETAT(IS) XXV I
D(OMINVS) ROBERTVS BALFOVRIVS A DENMIL
MILES BARONET(TVS) FILIVS .lETAT(IS) 10 CVRA
ET I AVTHORITATE MICHJELIS BALFOVRII A
rITMEDIN TESTAMENTO PATRIS TVTORIS I DATI
EX
PRESENTIBVS
FVTVRA
PROSPICIENS
MAVSOLEVM HOC M(ATRI) S(VAE) & P(ATRI)
F(ACIENDVM) C(VRAVIT) AN (NO) MDC/LXI
(" TO THE GLORY OF GOD. In memory of a
beloved father, James Balfour of Denmiln,
Knight-baronet, Lyon King of Arms, a true
exemplar of honour and uprightness, skilled in
all learning whether serious or polite, a student
of the distant past* as accurate as he was eager,
the darling and apple of the eye of the Muses
and the Graces, departed this life 14th Feb.,
1657, in his 53rd year.
Also the dearest of mothers, Lady Margaret
Arnot, fairest and most virtuous among women,
snatched away in the very flower of her youth
on 15th Dec., 1653, in her 25th year, to join the
fellowship above.
Their son, Sir Robert Balfour of Denmiln,
Knight-baronet, in the loth year of his age,
looking beyond this present to the future, had
this tomb erected for his mother and father in
1661, under the charge and authority of
Michael Balfour of ~itmedden, appointed his
guardian under his father's will.")

e

TO THE GLORY OF GOD. In memory of my
grandfather, Sir Michael Balfour of Denmiln,
Knight, a most excellent man, conspicuous
for his lofty sense of duty and held in high
regard for his patriotism, chosen by a decree
of the Three Estates of the Realm, because
of the excellence of his judgment, to be
a member of the Royal Household of His
Gracious Majesty Charles II, King of Scotland,
England, France and Ireland, and nominated
its Comptroller, died of old age and disease
4th F eb., 1652, in his 72nd year.
Also my father's mother, Lady Joan Durham,
a . most worthy lady, distinguished for her piety
and noted for her kindness to the poor, all too
soon taken away on loth November, 1640, in h er

EFFIGY.-A very worn effigy found on the
neighbouring estate of Inchrye is set up within

* Author of The Annales of Scotland. and several
treatises in MS., also, according to Sir Robert Sibbald
(Memoria Balfouriana) , of a volume of Latin and Scots
poems, now lost .
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behind, it has the appearance of being less commodious than it really is. It is cruciform on plan.
The main block, 41i by 24 feet, lies north-west
and south-east; a rectangular stair-wing projects
on the north-east, while a smaller projection on
the south-west is solid at the foot and contains
a lobby on each of its upper floors. There have
been three storeys below the wall-head, but the
stair-wing rises a storey higher to give access to
a parapet-walk, which did not extend beyond
the southern gable and the part of the northeast wall between the wing and the gable. The
walk here is merely a pleasant sheltered gallery
without any defensive purpose, an arrangement
similar to that obtaining at Creich Castle (No.
141). Its parapet has been borne on heavy
triple-membered corbels, above which are seen
the water-spouts that drained the walk. The
masonry is whinstone rubble with dressings of
freestone, red and gray. The entrance, which
has a simple and boldly moulded architrave, is
in the north-western face of the wing; and a
door jamb attached to the north-eastern face
is sufficient to indicate that there was a courtyard attached to the house. The approach is
covered by two gunloops, and there are two
others facing southward. The entrance opens
at the stairfoot, whence two doorways, set side
by side, open into two vaulted cellars, divided
by a stout parpen-wall. The double chambers
with their separate doorways reappear on each
storey, but there are nowhere any openings in
the parpen-wall, so that intercommunication
must have been maintained through the lobbies
in the south-west projection, which may incidentally have been close garderobes. The
chambers on the upper floors are good habitable
rooms with fireplaces in the gables. None of
the fireplaces, however, suggests a kitchen.
DOVECOT.-A roofless rectangular dovecot,
18 by 15 feet with crow-stepped flanks, stands
only 16 feet distant from the house. It is built
of rubble and has been harled. The lintel of the
entrance is dated 1706 and bears the initials
S.M.B. and D.M.M., for Sir Michael Balfour
and Dame Marjory Moncrieff (of Reidie).
INSCRIBED AND CARVED STONES.-(I) In the
rockery of the farmhouse garden is a carved
stone, 2 feet I inch by I foot 7 inches by 9 inches,
supposed to be a sundial but in reality the top
of a large Gothic niche of late 15th- or early
16th-century date. The front and sides are

the east ern end of the church. It represents an
ecclesiastic, clad apparently in a cassock and
amice . The hands are in the attitude of
prayer. The bottom portion has been broken off,
the total length of the two parts being now 6 feet
7 inches and the average breadth 2 feet 2 inches.
TOMBSTONE.-At the western end of the north
choir-wall is a grave-slab, probably of the 14th
century, measuring 5i by 2! feet, on which is
incised a cross rising from a base of four steps
to a head formed of eight fleurs-de-Iys; on
either side of the shaft is an uncarved shield.
BELL.-The belfry is covered with ivy and
is inaccessible. It is understood, however, that
the bell has been recast, and that it bears the
inscription: JOANNES BURGHERHUYS ME FECIT
1671.
SOLI DEO GLORIA. MR. ALEXANDER
BALFOUR MINISTER THERE OF THE PARISH OF
EBDE.l
INSCRIBED LINTELS, ABDIE MANsE.- The
lintel of the lower garden door is dated 1622,
and that of the barn door is inscribed M.A.B.
(Master Alexander Balfour) 1632.
1 New Stat. Acct., ix, p. 54.
vi S.E. 25 March 1930.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
£.l nenmYlne Castle.-Denmylne Castle (Fig.
W,a late 16th-century 'house a mile south-east
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70.- Denmylne Castle (No.2).

of Newburgh, is now completely ruinous. Lying
as it does in a hollow and with high ground
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enriched with tabernacle-work, the soffit being
wrought to resemble rib-vaults meeting at a
central boss.
(z) Over the doorway at the head of a forestair in the steading is a lintel inscribed, M.B.
LD. 1625, for Michael Balfour and his wife,
Joan or Jean Durham. 1 Another lintel similarly
inscribed is built in above a loft window.
(3) The same initials occur above and below
a scrolled cartouche inserted over the cart-shed.
The cartouche bears a shield: Parted per pale :
dexter, [on] a chevron [an otter's head], in base
a rose, for Balfour; sinister, a crescent, in chief
three mullets, for Durham.
(4) A lintel built in above the garden entrance
is inscribed: HIC ARGUS NON BRIARIUS- F 1679.2

[ABDIE.

mill" were set in feu-farm to Robert Arnot, the
previous tenant, in 1509.2
.
1 The
House of Arnot, by James Arnott,
M.D., p. lOr. 2 Exchequer Rolls, xiii, pp. 616,
618.
vi S.E. 23 June 1925.
Q Dovecot near Kinnaird.-Between the main
rWand the railway, about zt miles east of
Newburgh, is a dovecot, roofless and otherwise ruinous. It is built of rubble and is
oblong on plan, measuring 18 feet 2 inches by
16 feet 5 inches with a present height of 16 feet.
A loose stone within the doorway is dated 1705
in incised figures.
vi S.E. (unnoted). 9 June 1925:

NOTE.-Denmylne and WoodOmillHISTORICAL
(No.3) were royal mills. The "mill of

DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.

3

~ Fort,

Dene " was set in feu-farm to John Balfour, the
previous tenant, in 1509.4 In 1541 the King
granted in feu-farm "to Patrick Balfour, son
and heir of the late John Balfour of Denmyln,
the mill called Denmylne with the mill lands
etc." The vill of Auld Lindores was bound to
use this mill. Part of the reddenda was the
building of a "Hall" (Aulam) and other
"necessary policies" (politias necessarias). 5
For the Sir Michael Balfour of 1625 and his son
Sir James Balfour,6 Lyon King of Arms, see
No. I.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a. 1631, No. 1712. Cf. Art,
No, 1. 2 A lintel of a garden entrance at
Craighall (No. 99) is said to have been inscribed,
ARGUS SED NON BRIAREUS ESTO, i.e. "Better a
hundred eyes (A rgus) than a hundred hands
(Briareus)." Swan's History of Fife, ii, p. 52I.
3 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a. 1541, No. 2408.
4 Exchequer Rolls, xiii, pp. 615, 618. 5 Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. 2408. 6 Annales of Scotland.
i, p. xxx. d. No. I.
vi S.E. 23 June 1925.

ClatchardCraig.-This fort, which
overlooks the ruined Abbey of Lindores and
commands a view over a wide stretch of the
Tay valley, lies on the crest of a high rocky
precipic'e, 300 feet above sea-level and about
one mile south-east of the town of Newburgh.
It may be roughly described as oval or, rather,
kidney-shaped on plan, and the surface within
the ramparts is rocky and uneven.
The fort is remarkable for the extent and
complicated character of its defences, skilfully
arranged on the slopes of all sides save the
north, where nature had provided' sufficient
protection.
The total area measures approximately 555 by 340 feet, and the immense
amount of labour bestowed on the lay-out
suggests that, like the great fort on Norman's
Law (No. 193) in the adjoining parish of Dunbog, this had been a place of more than ordinary
importance. In detail, however, there is little
or no resemblance between the two. Here the
summit is occupied by an inner enclosure which
is bounded on the north by the precipitous face
of the hill and on the south by a rampart-now
low but with a spread of about 9 or 10 feetrunning along the edge of a steep scarp 15 feet
high. Farther dDwn, a second rampart, abutting
at either end on the precipitous face, and having
a deep bend outwards on the south-west, swings
round the hill to form an outer enclosure .
Within the latter, at the north-west corner, is
a rocky depression known as "The Bluidy
Well", and in rear of the rampart about the

~ Woodmill

House.-In the steading of
farm, which lies 6QO yards south of
Lindores Loch, are the fragmentary remains of
a rubble-built house, south of which. is an old
walled garden. The garden entrance has a
lintel inscribed LA. 1662 A.W., for James
Arnot and Anne Windram or Winram, his
wife. 1
"Wodmylne with lands, woods, lochs, and

~dmill

4
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middle of its length, where it is for a short
distance somewhat narrower and lower, there
is a curious hollow, as shown on the' plan. The
two enclosures probably represent the areas of

[ABDIE

adapted to the configuration of the ground and
separated from one another by intervals of
varying width.
The ramparts are apparently of earth and
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FIG. 7r.-Fort, Clatchard Craig (No, 5).

stone. In one of them, at a depth of I foot to
I foot 6 inches from the surface, there were
observed the charred or decayed remains of
beams, lying horizontally but pointing in various
directions. The position of these (which may be

occupation, the outworks being purely defensive. The precise disposition of these can best
be understood from ~he plan. Generally, however, they may be described as consisting of
five more or less cotnplete lines of rampart,

5
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the relics of a palisade) is lllarked on the plan. · merge in the higher one. It is isolated on three
The entrance has been on the south, where sides, is circular on plan, and measures 51t feet
there is a noticeable, though gradual, turning-in in diameter at base. It was formerly surrounded
of the defences on bo.th sides of a distinct .break,
38 feet wide, in the outer of the two main lines,
The gap is not, however, so clearly defined in
the inner line, but this is definitely reduced in
height for a space corresponding to the break
in the outer line.
vi S.E. 22 June 1925.
FIG . 72.-Mote-Hill, Inchrye (No.7).
by a ditch, 5 to 10 feet in breadth, now filled in.
The summit, 19 feet in diameter, is 8t feet above
the present level of the filled-in ditch and 26t
feet above the haugh from which the kaim rises.
vi S.E. 25 June 1925.

MISCELLANEOUS .

\~Sculptured

Stone at Lindores Village.sculptured with im,ised symbols on
one face, is built into a dry rubble dike at the
west end of the garden of the first cottage in
Lindores village, on the north side of the public
. SITES.
road from Newburgh. Formerly it stood on the
crest of the adjoining ridge, known as the Kaim
Fragment, Inchrye Abbey.-Within the
Hill, but it was removed to its present position modem mansion of Inchrye Abbey is preserved
when the ridge was brought under cultivation. It the seating of a 13th-century buttress finial.
is a nearly rectangular block, rounded at the top, It is gableted at the sides, while a modem cira~d measures 4 feet in height by I foot 10 inches
cular basin has been wrought in the upper
in breadth. On the upper part of the face, and surface.
occupying almost the entire width of the stone,
vi S.E. 25 June 1925.
the triple disc and cross-bar symbol is · very
distinct, the large central disc measuring I2t
The O.S. map records sites as under:
inches and the two smaller discs 3t inches in
9. Macduff's Castle.
diameter. The central disc has been converted
into a sundial, the details of which are shown X 10. Lindores Castle.
in lighter incisions. A marginal band, It inches
1 I. Cave.
in breadth, running across the face of the stone,
bears indistinct lettering, probably representing
Roman numerals associated with the sundial. j 12. Abbot's Well.
vi S.E.
Below this marginal band . the stone is further
carved with a representation of the crescent . :x(
13'. Monk's Well.
and V-shaped rod symbol, intersected here and
vi
S.W.
there by other curved and ornamental incised
lines, but the centre of the design is defaced
by an O.S. bench-mark (Fig. 351).
ABERDOUR.
vi S.E. 28 May 1925.

1n.~!stone,

i 8.

eX

.x

@ Mote-Hill, Inchrye.-On the north-eastern

ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.

)\14. Inchcolm Abbey.-The island of Inchcolm, less than 20 acres in extent, lies in the
Firth of Forth at a distance of five furlongs
from the coast of Fife. On ~t are the extensive
remains of an Augustinian abbey (Fig. 68),
Owing to the isolated situation they are unusually complete, notwithstanding that a partial
demolition took place in 1581, when the Town

shore of Lindores Loch, but now separated from
the water by tne high road, is a small mote-hill
lying 300 yards south-west of the mansion of
Inchrye Abbey. At one time surrounded on all
sides by lochs, of which only that just mentioned
remains, the site has been singularly secure.
The mount has been raised where the lower of
two kairns, running roughly in echelon, turns to
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FIG. 73.-Cell from the South.

1-'hotos,' H.lII. Office of W orks.

FIG. 74.-Dortcr Ran ge and Chapter-house from th e East (No. 14).
I)JCHCOLM ABBEY (No . 14).
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Council of Edinburgh, for the purpose of re- to 3 feet 6 inches in thickness. Centred in
building the Tolbooth,1 purchased the ashlar the east gable is a roughly formed window,
and "thack stanes" of the Abbey, evidently measuring I foot I inch in width and 2 feet
I inch in height, which is built with ( upstart'
- those of the east end of the church.
The ruins (Fig. 69), which are now under the jambs and with a projecting drip - stone .
guardianship of H.M. Office of Works, occupy In the south wall is a small locker I foot wide,
a sheltered narrow isthmus connecting the high I foot 4 inches deep, and I foot 3 inches in
eastern promontory with the main part of the height . The entrance, which is at the western
island. As the result of successive reconstruc- end of the same wall, has a corbelled lintel.
tions, the plan is intricate, while it also presents Along the inside of the west wall is a stone
some unusual features. In Vol. Ix' (1925-6) of -bench. The roof is formed by a pointed barrelvault, which h as, from the outside, a superficial
resemblance to the covering of certain early
chapels in Ireland. In the 17th century the
cell is referred to as the "Deid House" or
mortuary.
Of the remains of the Abbey buildings the
earliest are those of the church, the original part
of which dates from the 12th century and has
considerable resemblance to the parish church
on the mainland (No. IS) . As first laid out, it
was a simple, inornate structure consisting of a
nave and a chancel or choir, both rectangular,
the latter division being probably vaulted. It
built of cubical ashlar with heavy mortar
10
5
0
IOFEE.T was
beds, the only adornments being a small chamfered basement-course and a trigonal wall-head
III
I
Frump/a n by 1I. /kf. O.l-V.
course of typical Romanesque section. Centred
in
the west gable are slight remains of the prinFIG. n.-Cell, Inchcolm Abbey (No . 14).
cipal door. This was built in two recessed orders,
the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of both of which were unmoulded. The outer
Scotland is a detailed analysis by Mr. J. Wilson order contained at each side a nook-shaft with
Paterson of the development of the buildings, a moulded base, flatly sectioned and provided .
accompanied by historical ground-plans based wi th griffes, the earliest occurrence of this
on investigation by H.M. Office of Works. Free feature hitherto recorded in these Inventories.
use has been made of that account in the The capital is cubical, and the rectangular
abacus returns to form the impost of the arch.
preparation of this article.
What is generally considered to be the At the west end there were two other doorways,
earliest structure on the island is the small, one in each of the north and south walls.
Before the close of the 12th century a new
rudely built cell (Fig. 73) to the west of the
Abbey. ThIS, however, is apparently not choir was constructed at the east end. It was
earlier in date than the 16th century. It is wider than the original choir but, like it, was
mortar-built throughout, mainly of free-stone square-ended. Its two southern windows are
rubble, which is roughly coursed and pinned up still traceable. During the same period the first
with oyster shells. It was approached from the cloister took shape. It is represented now only
south by a lintelled passage, which has been by scattered fonndations, and by evidence of
traced for a length of some 13 or 14 feet. The the rebuilding of the south wall of the original
.
cell lies east and west and is not quite rect- choir in alignment with the nave.
angular, being wider at the eastern end, where
The 13th century witnessed a substantial r e'also the angles are obtuse. Internally it construction and a great expansion of the Abbey.
measures, on the average, 16 feet by 5 feet The level of the cloister walk was lowered about
6 inches. The walls vary from 2 feet 2 inches II) inches and a new cloister laid out. The
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latter ext ended farther east than the original
cloister, which seems to have been retained while
the new work was in progress. But only the

[ABERDOUR.

In the nave, the original Romanesque windows
appear to have been replaced by lancets, and
the lower part of the south wall stiffened ex-
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chapter-house (Fig. 74) and its attachment to the
church date from this period, the other buildings
of the cloister not being erect ed till the century
following. The choir, too, was again lengthened.

t ern ally by the addition of an offset ext ending
upward from the new level of the cloister. The
existing t ower was erect ed over what had been
the original choir, the old north wall of the choir

8
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being retained but the south wall being rebuilt
for the second time, in alignment with the south
wall of the nave. At the east end of this wall
was formed a handsome processional doorway
(Fig. 84) opening to the cloister but subsequently filled in. The jambs are in two
recessed orders, the outer fitted with nookshafts having circular bell-capitals and moulded
bases. The undercroft of the tower formed a
retro-choir, enclosed on the west by a roodscreen and on the east by a pulpitum, both
having arcades in their upper parts. The lower
parts, in which the doorways were situated,
have been entirely altered and the arcades have
been infilled. Enough remains of the arcade
above the rood-screen to show that there were
two archways grouped within an obtuse-pointed
arch. The jambs and central pier are triplemembered, the inner member having a fillet.
The capital of the central pier is foliated, but
those of the jambs are plain bell-capitals. The
arcade of the pulpitum (Fig. 75) was triple
and its capitals (Fig. 8I) were foliated.
The tower (Fig. 75), which rises two storeys
above the church, is surmounted by a parapet of
slight projection, carried on moulded corbels of
early I3th-century section. Its windows are
lancets either grouped or single. It is clear that,
when it was built, transepts were not contemplated. At a slightly later time a north transept
with a western aisle was constructed, but this
was subsequently demolished.
The choir, as now extended, was much
longer than the nave, having a total internal
length of 60 feet. Little of it, however, is left
except the foundations. The eastern part has
been elevated. Of the high altar nothing
remains in situ, but, when the work of conservation was in progress, the mensa or altar
top, on which are incised five crosses symbolising
the five wounds of Christ, was unearthed in the
later Lady Chapel, where it had been used as
a tombstone. A search for the sedilia resulted
in an important discovery in the south wall of
the I3th-century choir. A recess, I8 inches deep,
which had been infilled in the I4th or I5th
century, was opened up. The .back was found
to be plastered and to bear a mural painting of
the I3th century (Fig. 88). Unfortunately
the painting was incomplete but, even so, it is
the most noteworthy example of mediaeval
decoration left in Scotland. A detailed descrip-
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tion is given below. The infilling masonry
·contained two portions' of a slab on which had
been painted the figure of a recumbent mitred
ecclesiastic. In the north wall was a cavity.
5 feet 8 inches long by 2 feet wide and 8 inches
deep, the purpose of which is unknown. The
heart of Bishop Richard of Dunkeld (d. HISTORICAL NOTE), who died in I272, was buried in
the choir at or near the north wall, but the
proportions of the recess do not suggest that it
was constructed for a heart-burial.
Of the I3th-century building the part which
is at once the most complete and the finest in
architectural design, is the chapter-house (Fig.
74). It is octagonal on plan, and except at
the points of junction between the north and
the north-eastern and north-western sides
(where the support of a small lean-to building
was available) and again at the points of
attachment to the cloister, there are angle
buttresses with gableted tops. A heavy basement-course, interrupted only where the lean-to
stood, continues round the walls. There are
windows to north-east, east, south-east, south,
and south-west, the south-west window being
unusual in having the daylight, a traceried
circle, on the inner side of the chamber. A
possible explanation of this peculiarity may be
that the window formed an open communication
with the cloister buildings, through which the
deliberations of the chapter might be audible
in the dormitory. The entrance is from the
cloister through a round-arched doorway, the
inner side of which is shown on Fig. 85. The
apartment is covered with a fine rib-vault, the
ribs, which are here and there slightly distorted,
rising from wall-shafts, set in the angles of the
chamber to meet in a central foliaceous boss.
The construction of the chapter-house was
followed by a cessation of activity, and, when
work was resumed in the I4th century, a
simpler and less elaborate treatment was
adopted for the remainder of the claustral
buildings. The arrangement of these is unusual,
the main departure from normal practice being
that the covered walks or galleries were provided
by the undercrofts of the new buildings, except
on the north side, where the old nave and the
original choir were subdivided vertically by the
insertion of an intermediate floor resting on a
vault, while the undercrofts so formed became
the north gallery of the cloister. To carry the
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vault the side walls of the old church were access to the west gallery of the cloister. At
thickened internally. As the new west range · the same time an extension of the west range
abutted against the door which had led through across part of the west front of the church
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FIG. 79.- Incbcolm Abbey (No. 14).

the south wall of the church into the old
cloister, a · new door was opened farth er east,
while another was formed between the original
door and the west gable of the church to give

blocked the door there (Fig. 80). The old
retro-choir with its screens was also thrown out
of use, and a new retro-choir and pulp-itum
were · constructed farther east in what had pre-
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viously been the choir, the new choir being
reduced in length accordingly. A lean-to was
built on the north side of the retro-choir.
The reason for adopting the novel arrangement for the covered walks seems clear. The
size of a cloister is largely conditioned by the
extent of the church wall that forms one side.
Here only a short extent of walling was available, as the eastern limit was already fixed
by the chapter-house. The cloister is correspondingly small, about a quarter of the usual
area, and it was evidently considered undesirable
to encroach further upon the open space by
building the usual form of cloister gallery. The
arrangement had one obvious defect: there
were no store-cellars. This, however, was
remedied in the I5th century, when the north
gallery formed from the first nave and choir
was devoted to storage, and a new covered
gallery built, which is now represented mainly
by foundations.
The cloister buildings are two-storeyed, as is
usual. The entrance is from the east through
a round-headed doorway, simply chamfered
(Fig. 74). The galleries are ceiled with round
barrel-vaults and the only lighting is from the
central court by simple round-headed windows.
At the south-east angle is a cresset. The
stair to the frater is in the south-west part of
the cloister; its windows are lancets with
heads slightly ogival. The upper floor of each
range is ceiled with a pointed barrel-vault.
That on the east was the dorter, a long hall,
reached from the new retro-choir by the nightstair. Off it lies the warming-house, forming
an upper chamber to the chapter house, and
at its farther end is the rere-dorter, which at
first stood detached but was doubtless connected
with the dorter by a wooden bridge. The drain
was flushed by the sea.
The warming-house is octagonal on plan and
is ceiled with a pointed barrel-vault. The
access is awkward-a steep, irregularly formed
stair from the dorter emerging from the floor of
the chamber. In the north wall is the fireplace
and almost opposite are two windows, the
eastern one of which has some resemblance to
the upper windows of the tower of the church.
Immediately in the centre the floor is pierced,
evidently for the suspension of a lamp to light
the chapter-house beneath. The walls are
plastered, and on the east side is a painting of a
II
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pot of lilies, once probably part of a picture of
the Annunciation.
Near the fireplace are the remains of two lines
of a painted inscription. Most of the lettering
is gone, so that there are many blanks, while of
some letters only portions are left. Sufficient
exists, however, to show that the inscription has
consisted of at least four gnomic sayings or
sentent£ae, the short concluding space being now
occupied by only the upper parts of two letters.
Of these sayings three can be restored by comparison with the mediaeval sources. In the following readings the expansion of abbreviations is
indicated by round brackets, while the missing
words or letters are in square brackets. No. I
is textually complete: STULTU(M) E(ST) TIMERE
Q(UO)D VITARI NO(N) P(OTEST), (" It is foolish
to fear what cannot be avoided "). This
occurs in Pseudo-Seneca de M oribus and elsewhere. No. II runs: TUTISSI(M)[A] [R]ES E(ST)
NIL TIMERE P(RAE)TER DE(UM), (" The safest
thing is to fear nothing but God"). This
saying, though it has other forms, can be
found, in the source indicated below, as it
is on the inscription. Of No. III only a small
portion remains, and the passage has not yet
been identified. Of No. IV there is just as
little, but it has been traced as follows:
[SUPERAT CONSCIENTIA] QUI[CQUID] MALI FINXERIT L [ INr,UA], (" Conscience overcomes what-

ever evil the tongue has composed "). The saying,
with CONFINXERIT and the change of MALI to
MALA, for" an evil tongue," appears among the
Sententiae of Caecilius Balbus, and elsewhere.
The passages given will be found in Syri
Sententiae, Otto Friedrich, (I) pp. 88, 107;
(II) p. 280, d. p. 95; (IV) p. 259, d. p. 85·
The warming-house is of the I4th century and
the fine, careful Gothic lettering may quite well
be of the same period.
The upper floor of the south range is entered
from the day-stair and contains the frater with
the kitchen at the western end. Although
to-day there is no structural division between
these parts, they would originally be separated
by the 'screens,' a transverse partition, or
possibly a passage, in line with the door of the
day-stair. The eastern part of the frater is
elevated, and at the end the positions of the
dais and canopy and of wall-panelling can be
traced on the plastered walls. There is an
aumbry on the north side of the dais. In the
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south wall is the pulpit, which is enclosed in
an external projection borne on two piers and
an arch (Fig. 76), and is raised some 21 feet
above the level of the dais. The round-headed
pulpit window has a hood of cavetto section
but lacks its inner member. The two windows
to the west have been restored to their original
form, as ascertained from the third window,
now obscured by a later staircase. The window
to the east, which lights the dais end of the
frater, is singularly in ornate for its position,
being merely chamfered on jambs and lintel.
The upper part was half-glazed, which would
suggest that the existing window is not
original.
The western end of the south range was
originally lighted by a circular window, now
traceable mainly from its hood-moulding,
which is similar to that of the pulpit light. At
this end was the kitchen, and it has been
suggested that the fire was at first in the centre
of the floor, since the present fireplace, built
against the window in the gable, is undoubtedly
not original, while an opening such as would
serve for a smoke outlet was found in the
vault. In the south wall are the remains of a
slop sink. In the north wall is a service hatch
communicating with the adjoining chamber in
the west range.
This latter chamber was the guest-hall,
which was entered from the cloister by the daystair and had an exit by an outside stair into
a garden on the west side of the cloister buildings. The exit door had evidently been fitted
with a wooden porch at the stair-head. There
were originally two windows on the east and
two on the west. There was at first no fireplace;
the one which is to be seen now is a later, though
still a 14th-century, insertion. At the northwest corner was the entrance to a lobby containing a garderobe . and giying access to a
chamber occupying the upper part of the old
nave. Adjoining the latter (which is conjectured to have been the Abbot's camera) and
entered directly from it, was a chamber which
had been formed within the tower by filling in
the arcade of the rood screen and the arcade
of the pulpitum so as to convert them into
walls.
In the floor of this was a circular
opening, through which the bells had been
hoisted.
There is a certain anomaly in the 14th-
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century development of the buildings as just
described. The church had been extended
twice previously; now it was reduced to the
size of the first nave, while at the same time
the domestic buildings were greatly increased.
A large guest-hall was provided, but there was
no specific accommodation for lay worshippers.
The anomaly becomes more apparent in the
later 14th century when a new rere-dorter was
constructed 19 feet farther south and the size
of the dorter increased by one half, for the
change was not accompanied by a corresponding
enlargement of the monastic choir, so that
there was apparently no addition to the number
of canons. It may be noted, however, that an
explanation other than the necessity for
increased living-accommodation has been proposed for the extension of the dorter. As has
already been stated, the drain of the rere-dorter
was flushed by the tide, and it has been
suggested that, after the rere-dorter was built,
either silting took place or the level of highwater mark had sunk so that the tide failed to
reach the drain, with the result that the reredorter had to be extended farther south to
secure effective cleansing.
This may be
accepted as a probable enough way of accounting for the provision of a new rere-dorter, but
it is less convincing as a reason for the extension
of the dorter.
When the rere-dorter was rebuilt, the existing
open passage beneath the timber bridge was
filled in as a vaulted pend, with a cellar opening
off the south side, while its place as an east and
west passage at ground-level was taken by the
space between the first and second rere-dorters,
which was left open and provided with a large
archway at either end. As the barrel-vaults
which carried the floor and formed the roofs
of the new rere-dorter sprang north and south,
the roofs of the two buildings were at right
angles to one another, thus leaving space for a
large window in the new south gable of the
dorter. The dorter extension was also lit by
three lintelled windows looking west and probably by the same number on the east. Another
change that may be assigned to this period was
the insertion of a washing-trough (Fig. 87) in
the south gallery of the cloister. It was placed
in what had been a doorway in the south wall
between the southern wing and the pulpit projection, and it discharged into the main drain
12
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which ran along the western side of the southern its arrangement is unusual. The lower of the
extension.
two floors of the main block, heavily buttressed
In the 15th century the church was enlarged on the southern or shore side, is divided into
and became virtually a new building, cruciform two unequal chambers, which open into one
on plan, including part of the 14th-cent.!lry another, and have their floor levels below the
choir but extending farther eastward than the general ground-level, for the ground rises on the
limits fixed in the 13th century. The only north or landward side. The western and
substantial part that survives is the southern smaller of these communicated both with the
transept, little else being left save foundations. passage beneath the rere-dorter and with the
The west wall of the new church was reared on entrance pend, the latter of which was reached
the base of the 14th-century pulpitum, i.e. east from a turnpike and passage projecting on the
of the dorter range, so that the existing night- north. The eastern and larger chamber could
stair no longer provided a covered access to the also be entered from the east. In it is an oven
church, while the former retro-choir into which which projects northwards at the north-east
it had emerged seems to have been stripped of corner of the range. On the upper floor a single
its roof and left open as a courtyard. At all chamber lying above the western chamber conevents, a new night-stair was provided, the tains a fireplace and what has possibly been a
window in the north-east corner of the dorter basin. It communicates with the chamber
being converted into a doorway, from which a below, with the dorter extension, and also with
stair (Fig. 75) with a lean-to roof led into the the rere-dorter. On the other hand, there is no
church, where it emerged either in a new retro- communication with the eastern part of the
choir or in a vestibule.
range, which on this floor consists of three
The transepts were equal in width and pro- chambers en suite and a fourth above the oven,
jection. As indicated above, the north transept the last being entered directly through a door
has completely disappeared. The south tran- in the east wall. The outermost of the other
sept (Fig. 82) was vaulted. In its south wall chambers has also been entered from the east,
are a credence recess and a piscina, the niche while the room en suite with it, which contains,
of the latter having a trefoil-arched head. In on the north, an oven, a cupboard-recess, and
the east wall is a second piscina, apparently a a built-up window, has a separate entrance from
later insertion, set between the remains of two the north. Here the ground dips, and there
altars; the ret abIes of these altars have left has been some alteration of floor levels.
traces of their position on the plaster of the
The same period witnessed a slight alteration
walls. In the seating of the southern altar are in the cloister. It was now that the north gallery
incorporated moulded details, either capitals or was transformed into a store-house, the eastern
bases, removed from an arcade of probably the end being closed and replaced by a new gallery,
13th century. The transept archway has .which was built as a lean-to within the cloister
chamfered and rebated jambs, with a semi- and was entered from semi-circular archways
shaft as mid-member. The bases of these are formed in the old walls at either end. Changes
high but project only slightly.
were also made in the tower. Three additional
The 15th-century work in the claustral vaults, all lofty and pointed, were inserted, and
buildings includes a new fireplace formed in the the chamber on the thir'd floor was converted
frater kitchen against the west gable, where into a dovecot, its south window being altered.
it blocked up the gable window and the while the east and west windows were closed.
service hatch in the north wall. The latter was As the addition of the vaults threatened its statherefore replaced by a doorway farther east. bility, the tower seems to have been buttressed
A new range (Fig. 69) with its major axis lying by the erection of a two-storeyed structure
east and west was also built on the shore on on its north side on the site of the 13th-century
the east side of the rere-dorter and so beyond transept. This at least is suggested by the
the former outer wall of the whole. This method of construction and is partly confirmed
structure, it has been suggested, was the by the fact that the tower has a northward
Infirmary, and it is possible that part of it at inclination of 12 inches. The addition, however,
least was devoted to that purpose. In any case may well be later than the vaults, for its detail
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suggests early 16th-century work. Both its
storeys are vaulted, and the upper one has a
garderobe.
It was certainly in the 16th century that
there was added at the south-east angle of the
tower the turnpike stair, which gave direct
access to the chambers north of the cloister as
well as to a timber gallery which projected from
the east wall of the tower. The area immediately to the east, which was occupied in the 13th
century by the choir, and in the 14th by a
retro-choir, seems, as already stated, to have
been an open court in the 16th century.
Finally, the access to the frater was improved
by erecting against the south wall a spacious
projection for a turnpike, with a chamber
above it. This projection is rectangular externally, and was originally surmounted by a
parapet borne on separate corbels, the present
finish being modern.
In post-Reformation times a portion of the
dorter extension was removed, a wall walk
being formed at floor-level and the east side
crowned with battlements. The part remaining
was converted into a house. Some subsidiary
buildings have been erected on various parts
of the site, but these are of late date.
MURAL PAINTING.-The position of this is
described on p. 9. The upper part is broken
away just above the elbows of the figures. These
are all in processional or choir vestments of
cope and alb, the latter with a continuous
" apparel" or embroidery at the foot. Four
figures in single file are seen on the dexter side
approaching three similarly arranged on the
sinister. Of the dexter row the one on the outside holds horizontally what may be intended
either for a long-handled "asperge" (i.e. a
holy-water sprinkler) or for a candle, except
that, if it be the latter, the flame also is represented as horizontal; the next swings a censer ;
and the inmost one grasps what is probably a
cross-shaft, only the lower portion of which 'is
visible. Immediately in front of the last, but
turned slightly inwards, stands the inmost of the
sinister row, who seems to have been an abbot;
the lower part of his crozier may be traced and
he holds his right hand horizontally, palm
upwards, in the gesture of benediction. The
figure behind him is swinging a censer and there
are indications of the third figure at the back.
The colours used thrcughout are yellow, blue,
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red, white, black and grey. The censers with
their cupola-shaped upper part are of Romanesque type and therefore of a date not later
than 12th-13th century.
The painting is probably to be interpreted in
direct connection with the recumbent figure,
also painted, which was described above and
which must have occupied the shelf of the tomb
recess. If so, it represents a funeral procession.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Most of our information
about Inchcolm comes from Walter Bower, who
was Abbot of Inchcolm and who continued and
amplified the earlier historical work of John of
Fordun. Bower died in 1449. According to
him 2 "the monastery of St . Columba of the
island of Aemonia near Inverkeithing" was
founded" about II23 " by Alexander 1. That
King while crossing the firth at Queensferry
was caught in a sudden south-westerly gale,
so that he and his company, narrowly escaping
with their lives, had to put into the island then
called Aemonia. On the island lived a hermit
" devoted to the cult of St. Columba" (servitio
Sancti Columbae deditus) , who had a small
chapel (capeUulam) and supported himself on
the milk of one cow with shell-fish, &c. On this
fare the King and his companions had to subsist for the three days during which they were
confined to the island by the storm. When the
company had been in great peril at sea, the
King had vowed to Saint Columba that; should
he come safely to the island, he would place on
it in his honour a memorial which would be a
haven of safety for sailors and shipwrecked
men. Accordingly he founded a monastery of
Augustinian canons, additional reasons being
that from his youth he had held St. Columba in
special veneration, further that for some years
his parents had had no children until by
prayers to the Saint they secured the offspring
they had anxiously desired. In view of the fact
that Alexander I was the fifth son of Malcolm
III and Queen Margaret, the last statement
seems odd. Bower wrote at least 300 years after
the event, and there might well be some uncertainty as to the precise reason for the
foundation. Alexander I died in II24. A papal
bull of II783 confirms the privileges and
possessions of the priory, the latter including
the churches of Dalgety (No. 180), Rosyth, and
Auchtertool.
According to Sibbald, "the register of the
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Abbey remarks" that in 1216 Sir Alan de was ordered by the Privy Council to be cast
Mortimer, lord of Aberdour, granted to the down. There is no trace of it now, any more
monks of the island of St. Columba half his than of the dovecot which once stood to the
lands of Aberdour, in return for the right of north-west of the monastery.
burial within the church for himself and his
A Lady Chapel, which was vaulted, was
successors. 4 This supposed accession of wealth founded in 1402 " close to (contigue) the south
is believed to have. prompted the extension of part of the choir."IO
the buildings' in that century. But the existing
In the Act of 1581 confirming the feuing of
transcript of the Abbey Register has no such the abbey and island to Sir James Stewart of
entry, while the papal bull of II78 declares the Doune, Earl of Moray and Commendator, it is
right of sepulture there to be open to all who explained that at divers times the place had
desired it, if not under excommunication. It been seized by the English whom it served as a
is usually said, too, that the eastern division or fortalice, while after being left waste at the
struCtural choir of the church was erected in Reformation it had been "receptakle to
1265 by Richard, Bishop of Dunkeld. But the Pirates."
record is that in the year mentioned the Bishop .
1 Extracts from the Records of the Burgh of
constructed at his own expense "a new choir
Edinburgh,
1573-1589, pp. 204, 210; 2 Scotichr,
in the church" (in ecclesia).5 It wouJd appear,
lib.
v,
cap.
xxxvii; 3 Registrum Coenobii de
then, that the structure iri question was a
Inch-colm,
MS.
transcript of 1739 in National
" choir" in the stricter sense of the term, the
wooden enclosure occupied by the clergy while Library, MS. 35.2.5; 4 Sibbald's History of Fife,
" singing" the service. An abbot of Inchcolm Etc. (ed. 1803), p. 92; 5 Scotichr., lib. x, cap. xx.
had provided such a " choir of wood " (chorum Bishop Richard's heart was buried in 1272 " in
ligneum) in the church of Dollar some time the choir . . . at or near the north wall" (in
before 1336, when English marauders, impressed choro . . . apud parietem versus Aqttilonem) ,
by the beauty of its work, took it to pieces and ibid., lib. XI, cap. xxx, Cf. p. 9; 6 Ibid., lib.
conveyed the sections aboard their ship, which XIII, cap. xxxvii; 7 Ibid., lib. IX, cap. xliii;
on its passage homewards miraculously sank 8 Ibid., lib. XIV, cap. xviii; 9 Ibid., lib. xv,
cap. xxxviii; 10 Ibid., lib. xv, cap xiii.
opposite Inchcolm. 6
In 1224 Inchcolm was still only a priory, as
xliv N.W. 3 August 1928.
Bower records,7 but a deed of 1233 in the
Register specifies its head as an Abbot, a title
15. st. Fillan's Church, Aberdour.-This old
which he always subsequently held.
parish church (Fig. 95), for long disused and
In 1385 English invaders from a fleet plun- ruinous but recently restored for worship, stands
dered the church and tried to burn it. On the within its churchyard at the eastern end of the
north side of it was a lean-to erection (domus village beside the Castle (No. 17). The approach
obliqua), " commonly called by most people a to it passes through the remains of a 17thTolall," which was roofed with brushwood. century structure, evidently part of the Castle
It was this erection, then, and not, as has been property. The church is a Romanesque building
assuined, the Abbot's lodging on the first floor of two divisions, consisting of nave and chancel,
of the old nave and the tower that was set on both square-ended. It was considerably altered
fire, the expectation being that the sparks would in the 16th century when the nave was enlarged
attack the roof of the church, which, however, by the addition of a south aisle entered through
was saved by a miraculous change of wind, a south porch, while in the 17th century a low
brought about by the prayers to Columba of transeptal aisle was added on the north side.
spectators on both shores of the firth. 8
The earliest masonry is cubical ashlar. The
Bower notes the existence of defences chancel is low-set and is mainly original, but
(munitiones) on the island as new in his time, the south door dates only from the 17th century.
c. 1447. Before this provision was made, the There is one window to the north and a second
inmates, "for fear of the English" had to to the east and two others (which have been
retire to the mainland during the summer and considerably restored) to the south, all being
autumn. 9 In 1550 the "fort" on the island narrow lights with semi-circular heads chamfered
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at the arris. In the nave the eastern window
of the north wall is original, but the western
window is formed from a doorway of about the
16th century, by the insertion of a glazed case;
a window above the doorway is a 17th-century
insertion. The transeptal aisle is mainly built
of ashlar. In its gable lie the entrance and a
window. A moulded string-course, running
above the former, abuts on the moulded margin
of the latter, above which is a triangular pedi-
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demolished and was replaced by a doorway
intended to give admission to an internal
gallery at the west end of the church. With the
removal of the gallery, however, this doorway
was built up. The south porch is slightly lat er
than the aisle. Its gable, containing the arched
outer entrance, is mainly original and the
lintelled entrance in the church wall is entirely
so. On the east ern side of the latter a roughlyformed benatura was constructed when the
porch was added.
W~i2Tr?a [Jj 12'2!CENT. •
I~!!! (ENT.~LAT[R)
The interior of the church (Fig. 93) is plain.
B ib!!! ·,
~ 1"7I!:' ..
There is some evidence to suggest that the floor
of the nave was at one time at a higher level than
lIT] LATER & MODERN.
at present, and sufficient evidence to prove that
the aisle arcade has been inserted in a pre-existing Romanesque wall. The arcade is three bays
NAVE::
in length and stops short of the west gable. Its
piers are circular and have simply-moulded
capitals and bases. The arches are built in a
single order and are chamfered. The grooving
AISLE
on the south side of the Romanesque masonry
adjoining the west ern respond may indicate the
position of the original entrance to the church.
The western end of the nave was at one time
occupied by a low burial-vault, and, when this
10
5
0
10
20
30
40FECT
was removed, Romanesque masonry was ex-tilIltillit
I lit
I Itt
I It-I- --+I--+I-----lI- -+1 C~T.c..
ED CONSE.CRAT.ION
CROSS
posed be,neath the sill of the west window,
showing that the nave had not been lengthened.
FIG. 90.-St. F illan 's Church (No. I S).
Above the vault lay the gallery previously
ment bearing two monograms of initials which mentioned, an outer entrance to which had to
are, apparently, D.P.C.M., with the date 1608, be made in the west wall of the aisle, a door
which is now filled in having to be opened from
the family being that of Phin of Whitehill.1
Both gables of the nave were raised in the the aisle to give access. The transeptal aisle
16th century, for the roof of that time, like the is vaulted and opens to the nave through an
modern one, was set at a steeper pitch than the archway, the sill being some 3 feet 6 inches
'R omanesque roof, and the west gable was above the floor of the nave and at the same
further altered by the insertion of a 16th-century level as the sills of the late doorway on its west
two-light Gothic window. So much masonry side and of a Romanesque doorway, of which
had then to be removed that the upper part of only part remains, on the east. The Romanthe gable has virtually been rebuilt ; the lower esque windows are widely splayed internally and
part, however, as seen from the inside, is have semi-circular rear-arches and stepped
original. The gable is surmounted by a belfry breasts.
dated 1588, in which hangs the bell of Dalgety
The chancel arch is semi-circular and is built
Church (No. 180). The walls of the south in two unmoulded orders enclosed towards the
aisle, except the east gable which was rebuilt nave by a trigonal hood-mould. The jambs
in the 17th century, date from the 16th century, also are in two orders, the inner being a semibut they include, like the porch, a considerable shaft. Abacus and capital, respectively rectamount of modern work, these parts having angular and chamfered, are continued as an
been greatly destroyed prior to restoration. impost. The bases are missing, but there are
The aisle had a western window of the 16th remains of a chamfered sur-base. The floor of
century, which in the 17th century was partly the chancel is elevated above that of the nave
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while that of the sanctuary is higher still.
Beneath the north window a locker has been
inserted. It bears on the lintel the date 1670
and initials, apparently M.W.A. The fragment
of dog-tooth ornament lying at present in the
locker was brought recently from Iona.
FONT.-An octagonal basin of stone, measuring 2' feet It inches in diameter by I foot t inch
in height, was unearthed during the restoration
of the church and has been erected on a modern
shaft.
CONSECRATION CRoss.-On the north wall of
the sanctuary, west of the window, is a consecration cross with a diameter of I foot 2!
inches.
~
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTs.- On the outside of
the south wall of the aisle is a mural tablet to
Robert Blair, minister at St. Andrews and at
one time chaplain to Charles I, who died in
1666. Another stone, lying near the west
wall of the churchyard, commemorates Major
Francis Cooke WHO WAS A MARTIAL MAN FOR
THE SPACE OF 26 YEIRS AND DECEASED THE 10
DECEMB(E)R 1646 BEING OF THE AGE OF 42
YEIRS. The lower part of this stone bears a
shield with a sword above it and the scabbard
below. The shield bears: A chevron between
three combs of six teeth, all within seven roses.
Flanking it are the initials F.[CJ., M.C., I, and
M.S.. On the right side of the shield is a later
inscription.
Beneath the west window is an incomplete
slab, apparently of the 17th century, which
bears the following lines: PANS* . 0 . PILGRIM /
THAT. PASSITH . BY. THIS. WAY /VPON . THYN .
END /AND. THOV . SAL. FEAR. TO . SIN/AND .
THINK. ALSO/VPON . THE. LATTER. DAY/WHEN.
THOV.TO.GOD.MANt·COVNT/THEN.BEST.THOV
. NOW. BEGIN.
1 Aberdour and Inchcolme, by Wm. Ross,
LL.D., p. 32.
xl S.W. I I June 1928.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
16. Aberdour House.-This house (Fig. 97),
known originally as Cuttlehill House, stands
on the right bank of the Dour Burn to the west
of the Castle and is a good late 17th-century

* That is,

t
2

"Meditate (Fr. pense).
That is, "must."
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building, reconditioned and enlarged in 1715.1
It is oblong on plan with a short wing projecting
eastward at each end. Its over-all measurements are 67 by 4It feet, excluding the kitchen
premises, which are grouped round a small
court to the north. The house is two storeys
and an attic in height. The masonry is harled
rubble with exposed dressings. The principal
front is on the west, and there the window
margins are back-set and the quoins channelled.
The centre part, in which lies the entrance, is
set forward and is surmounted by a pediment.
Internally the rooms are well proportioned, and
in several the original panelling and fireplaces
remain.
SUNDIAL.-On the lawn to the east of the
house is a late 16th-century pedestal dial (Fig.
47), which resembles another at Pitfirrane
(No. '205). The pedestal rests on four stone
globes and has on one side a cartouche, surmounted by a cherub's head and charged with
a heart, for Douglas, Earl of Morton, and on
another side a cartouche within the Garter,
ensigned with a coronet, and bearing a cross
surmounted by a cushion at fess. The two
other sides bear respectively terminal figures
and an empty cartouche. The total height of
the dial is 4 feet 2t inches, and the top is 2 feet
square .
1 Aberdour and lnchcolme, Wm. Ross, LL.D.,
P·25·
xl S.W. 19 July 1928 .

Xr.

7. Aberdour Castle.-The castle stands on a
plateau on the left bank of the Dour Burn overlooking the harbour. The site is on the same
level as the neighbouring ground on the east,
but in other directions there is a more or less
rapid descent, the south side in particular being
protected by a ravine formed by the burn. Its
western end is occupied by a connected series
of buildings, for the most part ruinous and
incomplete, which may be dated to various
periods from the 14th to the 17th century.
Expansion to the east has been restricted by
the church (No. IS) and its graveyard. The
earliest stage is represented by the ruinous
tower at the north-west, which has been a selfcontained house of probably the 14th century,
but which was altered in the second half of the
15th century and supplemented by an out17
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building. In the late 16th century the latter
part was almost entirely destroyed and its
remains were included in the western part of
the present south range, the whole being linked
to the old tower by a spacious turnpike-tower
while a new range of offices was constructed at
some distance west of the old tower. In the
early 17th century a third range, which included a long gallery on the upper floor, was
run out eastwards from the south-east corner
of the south range. Contemporaneously with
the building of the last addition, an extensive
walled garden was laid out on the eastern side
of the castle and to the north of the church,
for in that direction alone was there ground
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FIG. 9r.- Site Plan, Aberdour (No. 17).

available. The eastern entrance to the garden
bears in the pediment an Earl's coronet and the
date 1632 with a cartouche, on which are represented in monogram the initials of William,
seventh Earl of Morton, and his Countess, Lady
Anne Keith.
On the south of the castle a broad terrace,
enclosed by a parapet wall with moulded cope,
runs east and west. At its eastern end a doorway, in the pediment of which is a cartouche
bearing the Douglas heart, opens into the churchyard, and a flight of steps descends to a lower
terrace. At this lower level a broader terrace
runs southward, which was the "bowling
green" referred to in Kirk's Tour of 1677.
Little more than the ground floor of the old
tower remains, but part of the south wall still
stands to the wall-head. The masses of masonry,

18
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which lie in confusion on the west and south,
indicate the tenacity of the mortar. A complete
analysis of the remains cannot be given until
the site has been excavated. But on plan the
tower is a pal'allelogram, with a slight projection for a newel-stair at the south-eastern
angle. The external measurements are from
north to south 36 feet and from east to west
51 feet 3 inches. The masonry is ashlar, the
lower part being very markedly cubical and
laid in courses about 9t inches in height, while
the upper part-the division is emphasised by
an intake at the level of the second-floor windowsills-is built in courses I I to 14 inches in height
with stones from I foot 8 inches to 2 feet 3
inches in length. This upper part seems to have
been rebuilt in the late 15th century during a
reconstruction which will b~ referred to later.
In the south wall, on the ground floor, there
are three narrow loop-holes; the daylight of
one of these is still entire, having been preserved
by the erection of a parpen-wall in the interior.
This window is 3t inches in width and 3 feet
st inches in height. The head is rounded and
bears a narrow chamfer. The original entrance
lay between this window and the newel-stair,
but was blocked by the construction of the
16th-century turnpike. In the 15th century
the tower had been linked up to the outbuilding
on the south, so that the original entrance was
enclosed. A new entrance was therefore formed
in the east wall situated, like its predecessor,
conveniently beside the newel-stair. Of this
entrance one jamb remains.
At the first-floor level there is another
entrance in the south wall immediately above
that on the ground floor, and to the west there
was, until part of this wall collapsed, an original
lancet-doublet, both lights being grouped
beneath a semi-circular hood-mould. Search
among the debris has revealed the head of this
old window, and it is interesting to find
that the lancet heads had been built up and
pinned with oyster shells about the 16th century.
The wall-head of the south wall terminated in
a parapet-walk, having an external projection
borne on heavy triple-membered corbels and
also an internal projection borne on corbels of
a single member. Since the 15th century .the
roof of the tower has been flat or at most
slightly pitched.
No details can be given of the internal
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arrangement of the tower in its first phase, for
the 15th-century rebuilding was extensive.
Barrel-vaults were then introduced, and the
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was divided by a heavy parpen-wall running
from north to south, and to the east of this a
passage was formed beside the original and the
_
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FIG. g8.- Aberdour Castle (No. 17).

floor levels were altered, which necessitated a
partial rebuilding of the old staircase; there
was apparently some doubt as to the stability
of the south-eastern angle, for this was heavily
buttressed. At that date, too, the ground-floor

later entrances. The passage was vaulted, and
to the north of it lay a small vaulted apartment
now almo')t entirely filled with debris. Over
both apartment and passage there seems to
have been a single vaulted chamber on the

19

ABERDOUR.]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

floor above . On the western side of the parpenwall is a large vaulted apartment, over which
was an entre sol chamber beneath the vault;
the entrances through the parpen-wall to these
two apartments have obtusely pointed heads and
are heavily chamfered. High up in the north
wall may be traced an original window with
seats in the jambs. This has been built up at
the time of the alterations, as the new vault
swept across the top of it. In the south wall
two of the three original windows of the ground
floor remain, although in an incomplete state .
Above the level of the vaults there is little left
but a part of the south wall, and what remains
is overgrown with vegetation.
The structure south of the tower, which as
we have seen was added in the 15th century,
has been almost entirely obliterated, but the
foundation courses of the west wall of the 16thcentury turnpike, and its continuation farther
south, are probably part of this structure,
while the north wall of the 16th-century south
range contains traces of work older than that
date.
The 16th-century addition comprised the
turnpike built against the tower, a long passage
to the south, and the south range. It is not
quite certain that the passage had an outlet at
the east end as there has been some alteration
at that part. It is divided by a transverse
partition and has been ceiled, for it has had
an upper floor containing passage rooms giving
access to the upper chambers of the south range,
which is three storeys and an attic in height .
The principal entrance to this range was a
doorway in the east wall of the turnpike, now
built up and covered by a late lean-to structure .
There was another access at the western end of
the passage, but this too is infilled. The first
floor could also be reached directly from the
terrace on the south. The present south
entrance, however, which opens into the lowest
floor is not original. On the ground floor there
is a vaulted apartment at the east end and a
vaulted kitchen to the west, the latter containing an oven which has been inserfed within
the original fireplace. The main rooms on the
upper floors have been large and well-lit and ·
are provided with close garderobes. Above the
stair leading down to the terrace lay a small
chamber, reached from a stair which rose from
the western room on the first floor.
20
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The masonry of this addition is random
rubble with ashlar quoins. The windows are
protected by relieving arches and are embellished with a quirked edge-roll. The second
floor has been lit by dormers. The two
remaining windows facing east are enriched with
pilasters, and both have .had pediments with
finials, which in detail resemble the work on
Morton's Gateway in Edinburgh Castle. In
places the walls are enriched with moulded
string-courses.
The most westerly building of the castle is so
fragmentary that its arrangement can only be
conjectured. On the lowest floor there have
been three chambers and a rounded projection
on the north. This projection may have contained an oven or ovens, as the two north
chambers have large kitchen or bake-house
fireplaces.
The 17th-century addition built by the
seventh Earl of Morton abuts on the east gable
of the 16th-century south range and communicates with it on the upper floor. It takes
the form of an oblong main block terminating
at the south-eastern angle in a wing (Fig. 92).
The southern re-entrant angle thus formed contained a turnpike, but, as an afterthought, a
second turnpike was added on the north side of
the main block, matching a projection already
existing on that wall farther west. Immediately to the west of this projection a transe
passes from north to south beneath the main
block, dividing the ground floor into two
unequal parts. In the western and smaller
part there must have been three storeys, for the
ground floor has had either an entre sol or a loft
above it. The eastern part is two-storeyed, but
the South wing is again three-storeyed. The
first floor of the main block forms a long gallery
measuring 63 feet 3 inches by IS feet, which is
entered from the north and south staircases and
communicates with the eastern chamber of the
16th-century addition.
The 17th-century work is mainly roughly
coursed masonry with pinnings, but the south
wing and the adjoining staircase are more
regularly built . The window margins bear a
roll~and-hollow moulding, but in the case of the
uppermost windows, which were dormers, the
moulding is double. The eastern window of the
gallery is large and has pilasters and a pediment,
the latter bearing the initials E.W.M., for
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William, seventh Earl of Morton (1606-48). On
the south-west angle of the wing is a recess for a
sundial. The dial is tabular and bears the
initials E.[W.]M. and C.A.M., for the same Earl
and his Countess Anne.
The property is now entered from the west
near the station, where stands a Renaissance
gateway of the 17th century protected on each
side by a small gun-loop. In 1715 part of the
castle, which was still inhabited, was destroyed
by fire.
.
Although the 17th-century addition is in use
and in a fair state of repair, the other parts of
the building are in an unsatisfactory condition.
DOVECOT.-At the south-western angle of the
, bowling-green," which lies on the south of the
castle, is a fine circular dovecot of the 16th
century (Fig. 55). It rises in four stages each
being defined by a string-course. The entrance
is to the north and is protected by a weathertable supported on corbels. The walls are built
in rings, which converge as they rise to a circular
opening in the roof. The nests are small, and
the spaces between them are unusually wide.
The foundation for the potence is visible on the
floor. The internal diameter is 16! feet, and the
height some 30 feet.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The barony of Aberdour
was conferred by Robert the - Bruce upon
Thomas Randolph, Earl of Moray, its previous
possessor having incurred forfeiture. 1 John
Randolph, the third Earl, granted it in February
1341 /2 to Sir William Douglas of Liddesdale,2
who in 1351 transferred the property to his
nephew Sir James Douglas of Dalkeith. 3

X19. Tower, Hillside.-All that is left of this
tower is the circular projection containing the
newel staircase, which has been preserved as a
look-out. The tower has evidently been a house
of the 17th century with later extensions. In
the courtyard, which lies to the east of the ruin,
is an armorial stone. The shield is enclosed by
the initials M.I.P. and B.H. with the date 1632,
and bears two mullets in chief and a crane, the
arms being those of Master John Phin and
Beatrice Hamilton his wife (Rev. Mr. Johnstone).
DOVEcoT.-Immediately south-east of the
ruined tower is a fine circular dovecot in three
stages, defined by string-courses, and measuring
some 19 feet in external diameter. It dates
from the late 16th century.
xl S.W. 12 June 1928.

.'i. 20.

Dovecot, Old Whitehil1.-This rectangular
2ibvecot, now roofle~s, measures 1St by 20 feet
and dates from the late 17th century.
xxxix N.E. (unnoted). 23 July 1928.

Dovecot,Balram.- This is another ruinous
rectangular dovecot, measuring 15 by 20t feet.
A panel above the entrance, now much decayed,
bears the date 1688 and a monogram, apparently
W.S.M.O.
xl N.W. (unnoted). 23 July 1928.

- \ 2 I.
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1 Reg. Mag. Sig., i, App. ii, No. 212.
2 Registrum Honoris de Morton (Bannatyne Club), ii,
No. 64. 3 Reg. Mag. Sig., i, No. 252. Cf. also
Cast. and Dam. Arch., ii, p. 468.

xl S.W.

19 July 1928.

House, Balram.-While this farm-house
is probably not earlier than the 18th century,
its masonry includes a number of older stones
re-used. Among these is a 17th-century tabular
sundial, with three faces, built into the southwestern angle of the house. A projecting wing
on the east of the house, now very ruinous, may
date from the 16th century, since it contains a
loophole of early type.
xl N.W. 23 July 1928.
MISCELLANEOUS.

18. Dovecot,

Wester Aberdour.-A sm-a ll
rectangular dovecot stands at the western end
of the village on the south side of the road to
Inverkeithing. It dates from the late 17th or
-early 18th century and measures 12 feet I I
inches by 9 feet 10 inches externally. The
masonry is of rubble, harled, and the roof is
covered with pantiles.
- xl S.W.
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23. Hog-Backed Monument, Inchcolm.-On
the crest of the rising knoll immediately to the
west of the ruined Abbey is an interesting hogbacked monument of sandstone (Fig. 86), lying
with its main axis due north and south. The
stone, which is of the usual shape, measures 5
feet in length by I foot 9 inches high at the
middle and I foot in greatest width. It is

v

31 July 1928.
21

ABERDOUR.] HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION. [ANSTRUTHER EASTER.
rudely sculptured with zoomorphic ends and has
five rows of more or less circular scaling on the
sloping sides of the top, to imitate shingles,
while in the middle of the vertical east face is
a somewhat obliterated representation of a
human figure with arms upraised in the ancient
attitude of prayer. See also Froc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., ii (1854-7), p. 496; xix (1884-5), p. 417 ;
Allen's Early Christian Monts., pp. 366-7;
Anderson's Scotland in Early Christian Times,
2nd Series, p. 72.
xliv N.W. 26 August 1925.

x..

24. Sculptured Fragment, Inchcolm.-This

coffin being exactly in the centre of the base,
from which, to the circumference, it measures
twenty paces. The height cannot now be
ascertained. There have been found in the same
cairn several earthen vessels, containing human
bones. The vessels were fiat, narrower at the
bottom than top, and without any covering.
The farmer digging in the same field, in another
place, found such a quantity of human bones,
that he was obliged to desist."
ANSTRUTHER EASTER.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

interesting fragment, sculptured on the front
with a portion of a panel of a diagonal keypattern and on one of its sides with interlaced
work terminating in a knot, is part of wh?-t was
formerly a nearly rectangular slab of sandstone,
2 feet 2t inches high by I foot wide and 4 inches
thick. During the late war, when the island
was occupied by the military, the stone was
broken into three portions. See also Allen's
Early Christian Monts., p. 366; and Stuart's
Sculptured Stones, i, pI. 125.
xliv N.W. 26 August 1925.

27 Parish Church.- This church, which is an
ob ong barn-like structure with two north
aisles, was built on the partition of the parish of
Kilrenny. The date of the partition is usually
given as 1636,1 but the south doorway of the
building is dated 1634. The west gable is
surmounted .by a lofty bell tower, the lower
part of which, up to and including the doublet
window, was built at the same time as the
church, while the upper part was added ten
years later. The masonry is coursed rubble,
harled except on the southern side. In the
Mote-hill (supposed), near Hillside.-A
south wall there are four groups of three-light
short distance to the east-south-east of the
windows with round heads and back-set and
mansion house of Hillside, and just outside the
chamfered margins. Doublet-windows of the
policies, at a distance of about 250 yards north
~ame type appear on three faces of the tower.
of the ruined castle (No. 17), there is a promiThere are three doorways in the south wall, all
nent hillock, possibly a mote-hill.
contemporary. The western one has a round
xl S.W. (unnoted). , 5 November 1929.
head and is built up. In the infilling is a panel,
dated 1675, with a second panel inscribed:
ENTER YE 'IN /AT THE STRAIT/GATE FOR WID IS
SITE.
THE GAT AND B /ROAD IS THE WAY /THAT LEADETH
26. Cairn, near Aberdour.-The Statistical /TO DESTRVCTION. The central doorway, which
Account, vol. iv, p. 334, records: "Not far is likewise built up, is lintelled, and the lintel is
from the village of Aberdour, on a fiat on the dated 1634. Only the eastern door, lintelled
top of a hill, there is one of those cairns or also, is still open. In the east gable is a threetumuli so frequently met with in Scotland. light window, similar in detail to the south
The farmer on whose farm it is situated, when windows but larger in size and provided with
carrying away stones some years ago, discovered . transoms. In the west gable is a large central
a stone coffin in which were found the skeleton doorway, with arched head, beside which is a
of a man, the head of a spear made of copper, small door giving access to the stair of the tower.
with the copper nails by which it had been Above the central doorway is a built-up threefixed to the shaft, and a piece of clear substance, light window with lintelled head, mullions, and
like amber, supposed to have been an amulet. transoms.
Originally the tower was square on plan, the
The coffin, with a great part of the cairn still
remain. The tumulus has been conical, the projection-to contain the stair dating from the

h 5.

22

ANSTRUTHER EASTER.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

period when the upper part was added. Each
of the upper stages oversails on a corbel-course,
and the balustrade which surmounts the whole
is set forward on a moulded cor~e. The central
pedestal on the south side of this balustrade
bears the device of the burgh, a.n anchor, and
the date 1644. The cOlTesponding pedestal on
the east side shows a device like an arrowhead
reversed, which may be meant for an earlier
type of anchor. Within the balustrade the
stair terminates in a cap-house, and at the top
is a stone spire with smalllucarnes.
BELL.-In the belfry hangs a handsome bell,
which was cast in a Swedish foundry. It
measures 17 inches in height from skirt to
crown and 26! inches in diameter at the soundbow. The six canons are complete. On the
shoulder, bordered by crest-work and a band of
foliaceous enrichment, is the inscription:
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO ET IN TERRA PAX IN
HOMINIBUS BONA<: VOLUNTATIS (" Glory to God
in the highest and on earth peace among men
of good will "). Below the enrichment is a
medallion containing a portrait bust, presumably
of the donor, who is identified by the inscription: ANDROV STRANG BOUGT THIS BELL WITH
OWNE MONEYES, which flanks his coat of arms
set opposite the medallion. The helm is
mantled and wreathed; the crest is five keys.
The shield bears: A chevron, ensigned with a
cross patty between three lozenges, for Strang
of Balcaskie. The sound-bow is enriched with
annulets and an ornamented band, and beneath
the latter is the inscription: ANNO 1641 FIERI
FECIT ET DONO DEDIT ANDREAS STRANG BALIUUS
DE ANSTRUTHER M: IURGEN PUTENSEN ME
FECIT HOLMIA<: (" Andrew Strang bailie of
Anstruther had (me) made and presented (me)
as a gift. Master George Putensen made me at
Stockholm "). On Putensen see p~ 224.
SEPULCHRAL
MONUMENTS.- Within
the
church, on the south wall, is a 17th-century
Renaissance monument. The triangular pediment contains two roses, flanking a circular
garland in which are in monogram the initials
M.D.I.
The churchyard memorials of the 17th
century are mainly table-stones, coped at sides
and ends and bearing in relief the usual funeral
emblems. . Certain stones also bear armorials,
and of these the following may be noted: (I)
beside the west door of the church the table-
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stone of ISOBEL GIBSON (d. 1640) SOVMTIME
SPOVS TO WILLIAM LAVE (Law) SKIPPER IN
ANSTRVTHER. On one side is a cartouche
initialled W.L. and I.G. and flanked by two
shields, the dexter shield bearing: A bend
between a mullet in sinister chief and a cock in
dexter base, for Law; the sinister shield, two
keys bar-wise and a star in pale, for Gibson.
(2) Beside the last stone is a similar memorial
to William Black, died 163[?7], but the arms
are illegible. (3) At the south-west corner of
the churchyard a stone dated 1642 shows a
shield bearing: A chevron between two stars
and a cross-crosslet fitchy issuing from a
crescent, in chief two-(indecipherable). A
second shield bears a bend sinister between
three mullets. The inscriptions are illegible,
but a variant of the first 'blazon is found on
monument (4) which is built into the wall of the
churchyard near the south-west angle. On
this is recorded the interment in 1674 of Janet
Garioch, spouse to Andrew Walker, the date
and the initials of husband . and wife being
repeated on finials above the cornice. The
pediment contains a shield surmounted by the
husband's initials in monogram and bearing a
fantastic blazon consisting of two tadpoles in
chief, a cross on a tripod between two stars, and
other elements. No. (5) is a stone built upside
down into the south wall of the churchyard.
On it are the initials I.M. and the date 1789,
both additions, as well as a shield parted per
pale: dexter, a chevron between three crescents;
sinister, three leaves, possibly for Marshall.
1 Stat. Acct., xvi, p. 243.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 22 June 1927.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
28 Commercial Hotel, Anstruther Easter.Tlii building, which stands on the left bank of
the Dreel Burn at its entrance to the harbour,
dates from the late 16th or early 17th century.
It has been almost entirely modernised but
retains a stair-tower, circled on the lower part
but corbelled out to the square above first-floor
level.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 23 June 1927

X~.

Guthrie's House, Cairds Wynd, Anstruther
Easter.- In Cairds Wynd is a three-storeyed
harled house of the late 16th century. The
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or fifteen chalders of lime. 1 The house was thus
his own property and was sold by his grandson
to Sir William Anstruther. But in 1713, Sir
John 'Anstruther made an exchange with the
Town Council, and the house again became the
manse. 2

western gable, crow-stepped at the top, is intaken at the lower part of the north-west angle
beneath an elaborate corbelling so as to increase
the passage way. On the south wall a small
turret-stair is corbelled out. Internally the
house has been modernised.
xxii S.E., _xxx N.E.

23 June 1927.

o The Manse.-The building of the manse
(Fig. 102) in Anstruther Easter was undertaken
at Whitsunday in the year 1590, and by the
following March the minister, Mr. James Melville,
was resident therein. 1 It cost rather more than
35 00 merks . . On plan it consists of an oblong
main block, lying approximately east and west
and measuring externally 21 feet by 62 feet
8 inches, the 17 feet ~t the western end bei~g a
l~th-cen;ury extenSlOn . . O~ the {outh IS a
wmg 1~4 feet broad, proJe~tmg 10 2 f~et froI?
~he mam wall, and contammg a !urnplke-stalr
m the lo~er part and chambers m the upper.
The turnpIke does not go farther than the first
floor, and t~e upper chambers .are entered from
a turret-staIr corbelled out wlthm the eastern
re-entrant angle. The main block is threestoreyed and contains on the ground floor,
within the original portion, three vaulted
chambers and a passage and, within the extension, an unvaulted chamber. On the first floor
there are two rooms above the vaults, and this
arrangement is repeated on the upper floor, at
which level there is a contemporary fireplace in
the gable. The turret-stair is gutted.
The elevations are plain. The walls are of
rubble, haded. The voids are exposed and have
dressed margins rounded at the arris. Some of
the windows have been enlarged. The upper
part of the south wing oversails on a continuous
corbel-course. The gable of the wing bears, high
up, a panel inscribed, THE WATCH TOWR (sic).
DOVECOT.-At the north-east corner of the
.site is a rectangular dovecot, measuring externally II! feet by 12 feet and dating from the 17th
century.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-At the date of building,
Anstruther Easter was still part of the parish
of Kilrenny (see No. 27), at which place was the
church, though the minister resided in the
former town. Melville himself provided the
money for the manse, the parish contributing
only about 3000 " sleds" of stones and fourteen
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1 Autobiography and Diary of James Melville
(Wodrow Society), p. 6. 2 East Neuk of Fife,
P·3 63·
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 23 June 1927.

~ 31. Dreel Castle and Castle Wynd.-At the

. t'mg mOle
. t tl
en 0f Castle W yn d the roc k proJec
creek at the mouth of the Dreel Burn is pointed
out as the site of Dreel Castle, which may have
been the same building as Anstruther Castle.
The wall at the lower part of the wynd on the
west side dates from the 16th century and bears
traces of many alterations. At the southern end
~'s a loophole of " dumb-bell" shape. On the
east side of the wynd is a 17th-century house,
the entrance to which has a bolection-moulded
architrave .
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xxii S.E. and xxx N.E.

29 June 1927.

MISCELLANEOUS.
32. Iron Yett.-In the modern Town Hall is
preserved part of an iron yett repaired at the
top and at one edge, and measuring over all
2 feet 7 inches by 4 feet 8 inches. It is provided
with two large rings and two bolts.

xxii S.E., xxx N.E.

23 June I927.

~33. Door Pediment, Anstruther Easter.-This
pediment is built into the front of a modern
building on the north side of the High Street.
It is circled at the top and is divided vertically
by a semi-balu~ter, ending in a roundel enclosing
a monogram of the initials RA.G.A. for Robert
Alexander, baillie of Anstruther, and his wife
G. Anstruther. In the dexter side of the pediment is a shield flanked by the initials RA. and
bearing: A chevron between two mullets in
chief and a buckle in base. The shield on the
sinister side, flanked by the initials G.A., bears:
Three piles issuing from a fess, in chief a helmet.
Below the shields is the date 1631.

xxii S.E., xxx N.E.

23 June 1927.
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34· Fireplace Pediment.- This pediment came
from a house in Cairds Wynd, now demolished,
and is at present stored in the weigh-house on
the quay. It is roughly triangular and contains
a shield parted per pale: dexter, a sheaf of
arrows; sinister, a bow. The shield is flanked
by the initials I.R. and G.W., and below is the
date 1642.
xxii S.E., xxx N .E. 23 June 1927.
35. Pediment.-In High Terrace is a triangular
pediment dated 1690 and containing a shield
flanked by the initials P.A. and bearing three
piles, for Anstruther.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 23 June 1927.

J(

36. Carved Stone, East Green.- In the front
of a house in East Green is inserted a stone
carved with a representation of coopers' tools,
which may date from the late 17th century.
xxii "S.E., xxx N.E. 23 June 1927.

37. Burgh Cross, Anstruther Easter.- The
t ~ cross stands at the harbour side. Only
the shaft is original. It is some 8i feet in height,
the section being 14 inches square with angles
chamfered. At the top is the date 1677. On
each side is a shield, the eastern one now
indecipherable, that on the north bearing a
thistle, the southern one a fleur-de-Iys with an
anchor above the shield, and the western one a
star.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 23 June 1927.

ANSTRUTHER WESTER.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.
38 Parish Church.- The church, which stands
WI in its graveyard beside the harbour, consists of nave and west tower. The nave has
been entirely modernised, but the tower
remains a good example of a 16th-century
bell-tower. It is built of rubble, harled, and
contains four storeys. In each face of the bellchamber is a doublet-window with segmental
outer arch and foiled head. The parapet is of
ashlar and is borne on a . series of projecting
corbels of two members each; in places it is
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pierced to form an open balustrade. The spire
is of timber, slated.
INSCRIPTIONs.- On the south wall of the
church, outside are two inserted panels. The
upper one reads: ANNO I598 /MY HOVS IS THE /
HOVS OF PRAYER. The lower has the legend:
ENTER.IN.AT /YE.STRAIT.GE/T.IT.IS. YEo VYD.GET.
YAT.LEDS/TO.PERDITION, and bears a representation of the two gates in the upper part.
STONE COFFIN.- In the churchyard, on the
south side of the church, is a stone coffin
measuring 6 feet 2t inches by I foot 9i inches
by I foot; a recess is formed for the head.
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS.-Several 17th-century table-stones lie in the churchyard, and four
of these are of some interest: The first bears
the initials A.K. and the date 1667. The name
is illegible, but the word" MERCHANDE " can be
. deciphered. The second commemorates NORMAND FAIRFVL, a former bailie who died in
1661. The third shows the names of John
Oliphant, who died in 1644, and of Peter
Oliphant, the date of whose decease is left
uncarved. The fourth is dated 1626 and
displays the usual funereal devices of skull,
cross bones, and Bible. The name is illegible,
out on the lower part of the stone are the initials
M.I.F. and a shield charged with three papingoes
or parrots, apparently for Fairfowl or Fairful.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 29 June 1927.

.Q. "

Chapel" (Ruins of), Isle of May.-The
r¥.?ous structure (Fig. 101) thus indicated on the
O.S. map stands on a plateau at the southern end
of the island, where it is sheltered from the west
by rising ground and rocky outcrops. It is the
sole surviving portion of the Augustinian Priory
of the May and Pittenweem, as it was before its
transference to the mainland (d. No. 444).
The ruin is the shell of an oblong buirding, lying
roughly north and south, in which the only
features with an ecclesiastical appearance are
two lancet windows towards the west and the
remains of a third in the northern gable, all of
them dating from . about the 13th century.
The windows are in the northern end of the
building, which was originally separated from
the southern end by a partition wall, and may
have been the Priory Church or chapel. In the
16th century the structure was put to domestic
uses. Against the north gable there has been a
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building of two storeys, both vaulted, the upper
storey communicating with a storey inserted
in the main building. The insertion of this
upper storey involved an alteration on the end
lancet-window in order to provide a garderobe.
On the south there has been another outbuilding,
while a circular tower, loopholed to north and
east, has been added to the south-west angle.
The entrance, an arched doorway contemporary
with the lancets, has been in the south wall,
but it has been blocked by the construction of a
fireplace on its inner side and an oven on its
outer one. In the wall-face, east of the entrance,
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is an opening, in shape like a bar-hole, but really
the mouth of a square channel, which is continued through the. walling at a slight angle and
with a downwar j 'run until it reaches an arched
recess in the e, ~t Wall (Fig. 101). This may be
a water inlet. The present entrance has been
broken through the south end of the east wall.
No other openings can be traced, but the
evidence on this point is doubtful as the wall
has been reduced in height and extensively
patched. In each chamber of the building there
is an aumbry in the west wall. The southern
chamber contains a small square window, not
original and now infilled. At the southern end
of the main building are indefinite foundations
as indicated on the plan. The masonry is local
rubble with dressings of red and white freestone,
which has been imported.
FONT(?).--In a field to the south-east lies a
roughly shaped octagonal block of freestone,
I~ feet in diameter and 10 inches in height, the
upper surface being hollowed as a bowl 10
inches in diameter and 5 inches in depth.
-J KITCHEN - MIDDEN.--Less than 50 yards
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south of the chapel is an extensive late mediaeval _
kitchen-midden containing pottery, charcoal,
and bones.
HISTORICAL N OTE.--The tradition recorded
by Wyntoun is to the effect that t. Adrian
with many of his company of Christian missionaries from Hungary who had settled in the
island, were slain by " Haldane," or Halfdane,
and his Danes, an episode which can be dated
to about 875 A.D.1 This martyrdom established
the sanctity of the place, and in the 12th century
there was a priory on the island, which David I
conferred upon the Cluniac monks of Reading
in England. 2 All abbot of Reading disposed of
the priory to William, Bishop of St. Andrews
(1273-9).3 This abbot's successor tried to upset
the transaction, and the case became one of
those for which John Balliol was summoned to
answer before Edward 1. In the end the priory
remained in the possession of St. Andrews, and
thus passed from Cluniacs to Austin Canons.
Subsequently, however, owing to the inadequacy
of provisions on the island and its exposure to
English attack, the priory proper was transferred to Pittenweem (q.v.), and only a single
" priest" or "hermit "4 was left on the May.
In 1549 /50 the island was granted by "the
prior of the monastery of Pittenweem" to
Patrick Learmonth of Dairsie in the hope that
it would be again brought under cultivation. 5
1 Orygynale Cronykil, Bk. VI, chap. viii.
Cf.
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, s.a., 875. 2 Lawrie's
Early Scottish Charters, p. 387; Records of the
Priory of the Isle of May, Appendix, p. lxxxvi.
3 Records, &c., App., p. xc. 4 Accounts of Lord
High Treasurer, s.a., 1505, 1506. 5 Records, &c.
App., p. xcvii .
xxxi N.E. 16 August 1927.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
40 Dovecot, Marsfield, Anstruther Wester.-

rectangUlar dovecot of the late 17th century
stands in the garden. It measures 13£ by I4t
feet externally. The south-west angle is chamfered. The flanks are crow-stepped, and there
are circled finials on the back wall. The entrance
faces south, and there is an opening for the
birds on the same side above the string-course
The nests are of stone .
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 18 July 1927 .
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C\4I. Houses, Anstruther Wester.-On the
north side of the High Street is a three-storeyed
harled house, on which is a panel, just below
the eaves, bearing the initials A.R. and the
date 1640. The window margins are rounded.
The entrance, which has been inserted, has a
bolection-moulded, lugged architrave with a
key-stone initialled (?) H.B.L. and dated (1)702.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 29 June 1927.

~2. O1d Lighthouse, Isle of May.-In 1636 the
building of a lighthouse on the island was
entrusted to James Maxwell of Innerwick,
Alexander Cunningham of Barnes, and John
Cunningham his son, who was feuar ofthe island. 1
From the initials given below it may be inferred
that it was erected by Alexander Cunningham.
The lower half of the structure still stands on
the summit of the rocky hillock immediately
east of the modern lighthouse. It is a tower,
24 feet 5 inches square, built of local rubble
with freestone quoins and rising to a height of
20 feet. Originally it rose to 40 feet and
provision was made on the top for a fire of coals, 2
but the present roof and battlement date from
1886. The entrance and the only window face
south, the former showing traces of a lugged
and moulded architrave, the latter of margins
with chamfered arrises. Above the eI)trance is
a large moulded panel-space surmounted by a
cornice, but the panel itself is missing and has
been replaced by part of a pediment bearing a
sun in glory and the date 1636, with which are
also the two portions of an angle water-spout
in the form of a lion supporting a shield.
Internally, the tower contains a single barrelvaulted chamber, which is L-shaped on plan on
account of a projection within the south-west
corner forming a little lobby, into which the
entrance opens, and from which a newel-stair
rises to the upper part. The north wall of the
chamber has a fireplace with plane jambs, a
scrolled frieze, and a mould-ed cornice. In the
middle of the frieze is a cartouche flanked by the
initials A.C., and bearing: A shake-fork with a
mullet between the prongs, for Cunningham.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 500, and 1644,
No. 1575. 2 Sibbald's History of Fife, etc. (ed.
1803), p. 100

J'Xxi N.E. 15 July 1931.
-::. )
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Carved Stones, Anstruther Bridge.-The
which crosses the Dreel Burn near the
harbour unites the burghs of Easter and Wester
Anstruther. It was rebuilt in 1795. On one
side of the bridge is a shield parted per pale :
dexter, three piles, for Anstruther; sinister,
three bars wavy, an anchor fessways in chief.
Flanking the shield are the initials A.E. and the
date 1630. The date is repeat ed on another
panel, flanking a triquetra of three fish, the
burgh arms.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 23 June 1927.

bhclt~

SITES.

4.y Chesterhill Mound.-The site is at the
west end of the town and is now occupied by
buildings. The Statistical Account records that,
on digging in the sides of the mound, two
skeletons were found enclosed in coffins consisting of large stones set on end.
xxii, S.E. 9 July 1925.
AUCHTERDERRAN.
SECULAR BUILDING.

5. Carden Tower.-All that remains of this
to..wer is a right-angled fr?gment of walling
standing on the precipitous rig,q.t bank of the
Gelly Burn overlooking CardeI?j~n, one mile
south-east of Cardenden Station. The building
has been a small 16th-century house, probably
oblong on plan and containing at least three
storeys, the lowest of which may have been
vaulted. The only feature of any interest
remaining is a ruinous' round' at the southwest angle which is borne on a continuous
corbelling of four members; the round has been
provided with shot-holes pointing downwards.
The masonry is rubble, 4t and 41 feet thick, but
the round and its corbel are of ashlar. The
tower has been 13t feet wide internally, but Its
length is indeterminate. The masonry has been
re-pointed within recent years.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1482 John" Mertyne"
or Martin of Midhope, West Lothian, granted
the land of " Cardwan," in the constabulary of
Kinghorn, to his son Henry.! The direct line
of the Martins of Midhope came to an end, and

AUCHTER-J

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

in 1582 the King conferred on George "Martene"
the lands of "Cardoun" with tower, manorplace, &c., which had been in the royal hands
for about fifty years.2 The tower had thus been
erected subsequently to 1482 and before 1532.
These Martins also failed, and in 1623 David
Wemyss was served heir to his father in the
lands and barony of " Cardowan."3
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 436.
2 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 1556. 3 Inquis. Spec., Fife, No. 334.
xxxv N.W. 26 May 1925.
SITES.

.x

46. Stone Cists, Powgild.- The farm of
Powgild lies about a quarter of a mile almost
due north of the site of the tumulus near
Lochend (No. 47). Stone cists are recorded on
the O.S. map as having been found close to the
farm buildings, but there is no trace of any
mound or construction.
xxxv N.W. 20 August 1925.

f,, 47. Tumulus, near Lochend, Loch Gelly.There are now no traces of this tumulus. The
remains have apparently been obliterated by
cultivation. The site lies at an elevation of 400
feet above sea-level.
xxxv N.W. 20 August 1925.
48 Tumulus, Little Raith.- No traces remain
of e tumulus which formerly existed on this
site at an elevation of 400 feet above sea~level.
It adjoined the farm-house at Little Raith,
which is itself built on a large knoll.
xxxv S.W. 20 August 1925.
AUCHTERMUCHTY.
SECULAR BUILDING.

.(~9. Myres Castle.- The mansion house of
Myres stands on low-lying and level ground
within 600 yards of Auchtermuchty, close to the
railway station. Mainly modern, it has grown
from the small 16th-century house of three
storeys and an attic, which now forms its southeast corner. This consists of an oblong main
block, measuring externally 32 by 24 feet, with
a stair-tower projecting from the north-west
28
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angle, a second tower projecting from the angle
diametrically opposite, and a small turret,
probably intended to contain a service stair,
corbelled out at the north-east angle: Whether
the wing immediately adjoining on the west,
now partly screened by a porch and otherwise
modernised, was part of the original house, is not
certain. It may possibly be a slightly later
addition. It measures some I8t by 21 feet
externally and has a circled tower projecting
from the north-west angle.
Presumably' the entrance lay near the foot
of the main staircase, where it would be covered
by the oval gun-loop still visible in the west wall
of the main block. The lower part of the southeast tower contains two tiers of gun-loops, the
lower oval, the upper rectangular. There is
another gun-loop, circular and probably ornamental, beneath the sill of a window in the upper
part.
The masonry is of haded rubble. Two
unaltered windows looking south at basement
level have heavily chamfered margins. The
windows immediately above these have been
widened and have their margins back-set and
rounded. On the western side the first-floor
window has also been widened and its margins
are back-set; the window above it; as well as
those in the remaining walls, has a roll-andhollow moulding of early 17th-century date.
such as is frequently found in Fife. The crowsteps of the west gable indicate the original
level and show that the wall-head has been
raised. On the south side it bears a moulded
eaves-course and fascia of the later 17th century.
The south-east tower is corbelled out to the
square at second-floor level to support an upper
part which is constructed in ashlar and is an
addition. It terminates in a parapeted look-out
reached from a turret-stair on the western side,
the stair emerging from a cap-house crowned
with a stone spire. Two moulded off-set
courses, the upper of which has borne small
cannon-shaped spo·u ts, now represented by a
single survivor, divide it horizontally. On the
south-east face of the embattled parapet are
two panels bearing shields within garlands.
The dexter shield, which is accompanied by the
initials S.P. and E.M. bears: A fess between
three mullets (?) in chief and three pelicans (?)
feeding their young in base, for Paterson. The
sinister shield, associated with the initials E.M.,

AUCHTERTOOL.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

bears .: Within a bordure three garbs, for
Mure.* On the western side of the parapet, a
garland on a panel encloses a monogram
S.P.E.M. with the date 1612 or 1616. The
initials are those of Stephen Paterson and his
wife Elizabeth Mure. 2
Internally the house has been modernised,
except on the basement floor of the main block.
This is vaulted and contains two chambers with
a passage on the northern side. The inner or
eastern chamber opens into the south-east
tower, which is likewise vaulted; the upper
tiers of loops in this tower have been reached
from a timber floor or staging. The lower flight
of the wheel-stair has been reversed to give
access from the entrance hall, which is situated
in the western wing, to the first floor of the
main block.
HISTORICAL N oTE.-Early in the 16th century
the lands of Myres were in possession of a family
named Scrymgeour, of whom John Scrymgeour
the younger was" master of the King's works
or buildings" and was employed in the erection
and repair of th~ palaces of Falkland (No. 238)
and Holyrood. l But by 16II these lands had
been resigned by James Scrymgeour of Myres
and transferred to Stephen Paterson, notary
public and sheriff-clerk of Fife, and his wife
Elizabeth Mure. 2
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1530 /1, No. 992 and 1541/2,
No. 2568. 2 Ibid., s.a., No. 488. Cf. Nos. 75,
399, &c. Cf. also Cast. and Dom. Arch., v, p. 330.
xii S.E. 4 May 1928.

AUCHTERTOOL.
SECULAR BUILDING.
Hallyards Castle.-Some fragments of
wa ing and a few mounds rising within a
ploughed field represent all that remains of
Hallyards Castle, which has evidently been an
extensive house of the 16th or 17th century,
built round a courtyard measuring 123 by 87
feet over all. A somewhat less ruinous structure
at the nOlih-east corner is possibly of later
date. Part of a gable, still standing at the
south-east corner, indicates that here the build-

* Mure of Rowallan quartered the Comyn garbs
with the Mure mullets.

[AUCHTERTOOL.

ing has been a vaulted ground-floor and at least
two upper floors, with a lean-to structure or
" to-fall."
HISTORICAL NOTE.-" 1653, Jan.-The old
Laird of Halyeards in Fyfe (surnamed Skine),
depairted out of this life att Halyeards, and was
interred ... att Achtertoole church."l
1 The Diary of Mr. john Lamont of Newton,
1649-71 (Maitland Club), p. 52.
xxxv S.W. 26 May 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.
51. Tombstones, &c., at Auchtertool Church.- .
(1) Built into the west gable is a 17th-century
armorial stone bearing a shield accompanied by
the initials M. (Master) W.F. and M. (?) W.
The stone is greatly weatherworn and is placed
at a considerable height from the ground, so
that the armorial bearings cannot be read with
accuracy. The shield seems to be parted per
pale. On the dexter side are what appear to be
two boars' heads couped; on the sinister a tree
surmounted by three bars wavy between two
mullets, in chief a roundel.
(2) A sepulchral slab lying due west of the
west gable of the church has an inscription
illegible through weathering, and a shield
"!?earing, within a bordure, a mullet between
three boars' heads erased. Flanking the shield
are the initials E.S. The stone is dated 1656.
(3) Another similar slab has a marginal
inscription: HEIR.LYIS /ANE.HONEST.MAN.CALLIT
. IAM/ES. BROWNLI!E. WHA. DECESSIT. THE. LAST.
DAY.OF.OCT/OBER.1604. A shield on the slab is
parted per pale: dexter, on a chevron between
two roses in chief and a fleur-de-Iys in base, a
mullet; sinister, a fess between two mullets in
chief and a crescent in base. The shield is
flanked by the initials LB. and B.B., and below
are the initials D.B. On the lower part of the
slab is a small panel with an illegible inscription,
evidently not original, which probably refers to
the initials M.S. above it, flanking a smith's
hammer and tongs, the former emblem being
placed beneath a crown and the two together
forming the badge of the Hammermen's Incorporation.
(4) A third slab to the north of the last bears
on the margin: HEIR. LYIS/THE . HONORABILL .
DAVID . BOISV /ILLE . OF . KIR/KTOVN QVHA
29
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DECESSIT THE /4 DAY OF/IANVAR /1606. In
the middle is a quartered shield bearing 1St and
4th, a lion rampant, 2nd and 3rd, on a fess
three roses. Flanking the shield are the initials
D.B. Below the first is a second shield bearing
a double-headed eagle displayed and flanked by
the initials D.B.
(S) An upright stone 3 feet 8 inches high by 2
feet broad bears a representation of Moses with
the tables of stone and commemorates" Master
James Greive." The date is illegible but is
probably in the early part of the 18th century.
(6) The most interesting slab bears in full
relief the worn effigy of a cleric. On the
margin is the inscription: VIR. PIVS . ET .
PASTOR . FIDVS . DOC /TVSQVE . MAGISTER .
DAVID . MARTINVS . CONDITVR . HIC . TVMVLO .
OBIIT . 2 . SEPTEMBR(IS) . 1636 . AETATIS.
SVAE. AN. 60. /QVI . FVIT. PASTOR. ECCLESIAE .
HVIVS . PER. AN(NOS) . 31 (" Here lies David
Martin, a godly man, a faithful shepherd and a
learned master. He died 2 September 1636 in
the sixtieth year of his age. He was the pastor
of this church for 31 years "). It will be noted
that the first twelve words form an elegiac
couplet. The slab is larger than the others,
measuring 7 feet 9 inches by 3 feet I I inches.
xxxv S.W. 26 May 1925.

BELL.-A belfry of 17th-century type, probably removed from the earlier church, surmounts the west gable. It contains a bell,
measuring 19 inches in diameter and 21 inches
in height, inscribed on the upper part, MALCOLME
OF LOCHORE 1 16S8, with the initials I.H.C. in
monogram beneath. Round the skirt runs the
inscription: FELICES QVOS HAEC BALINGRIA
CIMBALA CRISTI (sic) AD PIA SACRA VOCANT:
PS . 89 . VER IS (" Blessed are they who
know the joyful sound of these church bells of
Ballingry "). 2
1 See HISTORICAL NOTE to No. S4.
2 Information from Rev. J. S. Sievwright,
Ballingry, the bell being inaccessible. In the
monogram I.H.C., which appears more usually
in the form I.R.S., the letters Hand C represent
"the Greek capitals E and S in the name JE(SU)S.
xxvi S.E. I I May 1928.
SECULAR BUILDING.

K54)

Lochore Castle.-Despite its ruinous condi-t-i6n this castle (Fig. lOS) is of special interest,
as it is probably one of the earliest in the county,
and certainly one of the most archaic in arrange-

SITE.
52 Stone Cists found near Colvin's Knowe.-O.S. map records that stone cists have been
found near Colvin's Knowe, but there is no
trace of any mound or tumulus. The site is
situated at an elevation of 400 feet above sealevel.
xxxv S.W. 20 August 1925.
BALLINGRY.

- -- ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
53. Parish Church, Ballingry.-The parish
church is modern, but a two-light window of
Renaissance design, with mullions and transoms and bearing the date 1661, has been built
into a transeptal aisle on the north. On the
keystone is a cherub's head, and on the soffit a
skull; beneath the former is the inscription:
o DEATH WHERE IS THY STING.
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FIG. Ioo. -Lochore Castle (No. 54).

ment. It is situated rather more than a mile
north-west of Lochgelly Railway Station, on a
mound at the east end of what was formerly a
sheet of water, Loch Ore or " Inchgall Loch"
(OS. map), drained at the end of the 18th
century. De Cardonnel and Grose, writing
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respectively in 1788 and 1780, both describe the
site as a peninsula, but it may well be that it
was originally an island, a view supported by
the old Gaelic name of the property, which was
" Inch-gall" or "Isle of the ' Strangers"
(Normans) . Present appearances suggest that
the original castle had been of the mote-andbailey type, and that the mote-hill was reduced
in height before the present tower of stone was
built. The base of the mound has been enclosed
by a barmkin of coursed rubble, now fragmentary
and nowhere more than 10 feet in height but
still traceable all round. At the north-east ern,
north-western, and south-east ern angles there
have been small rounded towers, which seem
to have been added in the 16th century, and
are to-day almost entirely demolished.
The 'entrance to the barmkin-enclosure was
on the north-west through an arched doorway
surmounted, according to De Cardonnel's illustration, by a bretasche set at the wall-head, but
the only indication that is left of its position is
part of the bar-hole formed in the wall. The
enclosure is irregular in shape and m easures
some 90 feet from north to south by II7 feet
from east to west, the wall varying from 3 feet
6 inches to 4 feet in breadth. The tower, dating
probably from the 14th century, stands almost
in the middle. It is square on plan, measuring
341 feet from north to south by 35!- feet from
east to west, and has been at least four storeys
in height, although it is now very ruinous, with
breaches in all four sides. The walls, which are
built of random rubble, are over 9 feet in thickness, and have two external offset courses.
There has been a proj ection on the east face,
apparently at the level of the second and third
floors only.
The ground floor is ,filled with debris and is
inaccessible. On the first floor is the entrance,
which opened from the west into a small lobby
within the thickness of the wall. Beyond lay
the Hall, which measured 15i by 17! feet and
had a mural chamber beside the door. To east
and south are the remains of windows, each
with a mural chamber in the ingoing, while a
recess in the north wall may have been a fireplace. The second floor, like the first, consisted
mainly of a single chamber, which appears to
have had a fireplace on the north, a window to
south, west, and east, and a vaulted chamber
within the east ern projection. All trace of the
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access from the first floor t o the second has
vanished, but remains of a ' st air between the
second and third can be seen at the south-west
angle of the tower. The third floor is entirely
demolished. Except in the small chamber on
the second floor, there is no vaulting anywhere.
To north and west of the tower lie the foundations of lat er outbuildings.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-InI255 David de Lochore
is one of the Scottish magnates.! Later on, the
lands came, through an heiress, to the family of
Valence (de Valoniis), which also ended in coheiresses, one of whom became the wife of
" Sir Andrew Wardlaw of Torry, and with her
he got Wester-Lochoreshire, or the parish of
Ballingry, whose church is an old parsonage at
the laird of Lochor's presentation .... Wardlaw of Torrie kept the barony of Lochor (sometimes also called Inchgall) till King Charles I's
time, and their chief mansion was the castle of
Lochor within the loch of Lochor, consisting
of a strong tower and many lower houses, all
inclosed with a wall, that is washed with the
water of the loch."2 In 1662 there is a novodamus charter of the lands of " Inchgall" or
Lochore to J ohn" Malcomb" of Balbedie. (Cf.
No . 53.)
1 Bain's Calendar of Docts., &c., i, No. 2013.
2 Sibbald's History of Fife, etc. (ed. 1803), pp.
375-5. This edition notes that "The Lake of
Lochor is now drained." Cf. The Wardlaws in
Scotland, by John C. Gibson, p. 31.
xxvi S.E. 29 May 1928.
CAIRN.
)(55. Harelaw Cairn, near Milton.-This large
cairn stands at an elevation of over 400 feet
above sea-level on the crest of a knoll overlooking the farm · of Milton, Glencraig, and
about one mile almost due east of the ruined
Castle of Lochore. Its outline has been much
disturbed by excavations undertaken in the
years 1890-1. The full account of these, which
is published in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.; vols. xxv
(1890-1), pp. 69-72; and xxvi (1891-2), pp.
II4-II7, states that three cist s, and two urns
and fragments of others, as well as a strip of
oxidized met al, were recovered, and it is of
interest to not e that one of the cists was carefully daubed at every joint and crevice with
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tough yellow clay. The cairn now measures
approximately 80 feet in diameter.
xxvi S.E. 16 June 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.

r
~ 56. Enclosures, Clune Craig.-These simple
en losures, which are of roughly circular form
and of varying size are surrounded by low but
well-made banks of earth and stone. There are
several small groups of them, at elevations of
from 325 to 350 feet above sea-level, about a
quarter of a mile to the north and north-east of
Clune Plantation, four of the best defined being
on the crests of rocky ridges and one in a narrow
gully. Neither their purpose nor their period
has been determined but they seem to be of
much the same character as those noted at
Drumnod Wood in the parish of Kilmany.
(Cf. No 324.)
The first group, consisting of two very clearly
defined and two or three denuded examples,
may be observed on the south side of the road
leading up the hill westwards from the village
of Glencraig. All lie close together and the two
comp.lete .examples measure approximately 48
feet III dIameter. The surrounding banks in
these, as in other cases, have an average breadth
of about 5 feet and rise to a height of about 18
inches, which is slightly increased towards the
south to suit the slope of the ground. One of
the enclosures has a break of about 9 feet in
width in the bank at its east and west sides
and from the centre of it a trench has at some
recent date been dug to the bank on the south.
About a quarter of a mile to the south-west
is another group of three, averaging about 30
feet in diameter, arranged, like those of Drumnod Wood, in the form of a triangle, with the
banks almost impinging. Farther north are
three other examples at short distances apart.
Two of them are on the crests of separate ridges,
and the third, which is not circular but semicircular, lies in the hollow between. The most
southerly of the three, which is barely distinguishable, measures about 32 feet in diameter,
and appears to have had a gap about 7* feet
wide in the surrounding bank on the east~ Its
fellow on the ridge to the north is the largest of
the whole series. It has a diameter of approximately 59 feet but is not now in such good
preservation as some of the smaller examples,
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much of the rocky surface of the interior being
exposed. Although no very definite entrance
could be identified, there is some appearance of
an opening, 5t feet wide, on the east, where the
natural line of approach is, to some extent,
defined on the south side by a few fairly large
stones set on end.
The semi-circular enclosure in the hollow
measures 73 feet from east to west and 81 feet
from north-west to south-east, but shows no
indication of an entrance. Its bank varies in
height, the maximum being 2 feet on the east
side, while its greatest breadth, about 5 feet 3
inches, is on the north.
These enclosures are not marked on the O.S
maps in Gothic letters as antiquities.
xxxiv N.E. (" Earthworks "). 16 June 1925.
SITES

51)" Roman Camp," near Chapel Farm.- In
.lie tinerarium Septentrionale (1727) by Alexander Gordon, p. 36, there is a description of a
" Roman Camp" in this parish "at a Place
called Lochore" which was "in many Parts
levell'd and defaced ... however there appears
on the West side of it, three Rows of Ditches,
and as many Ramparts of Stone and Earth,
and on the side towards the Loch, is a round
Turret entirely analogous with the Camp at
Burnswork Hill. The total circumference of it
measures 2020 Feet or 444 Paces." The
Statistical Account (1793), vii, p. 315, repeats
these details, saying further that the "camp
... is still remarkably entire," but the New
Statistical Account (1837), ix, p. 446t affirms
that " no vestige remains of the Roman Camp
said to have been in this parish."
xxvi S.E. 16 June 1925.

~

Urn-Field, Tallie HilL-Attention was
first of all drawn to this site in 1927, when
some fragments of urns were found by workmen
engaged on one of the greens of Cowdenbeath
Golf Course. Later finds were reported in
1928, and these have been described in detail in
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxv (1930-31) pp. 261-9.
xxxiv N.E. (unnoted).
The O.S. map records a site as under : Chapel of InchgaII, Chapel Farm.xxvi S.E. 16 June 1925.
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BALMERINO .
ECCLESI ASTICAL BUILDING.

-.\~ Balmerino Abbey.-The abbey of Balmerino stands on rising ground overlooking the
Firth of Tay, 5! miles west of Newport. It was a
Cistercian house, founded by Alexander II and
his mothet Ermengarde in 1226, 1 and was settled
on December 13 (St. Lucy's day) 12291 by a
" convent" (i.e. a group of thirteen monks)
from Melrose, with Alan as abbot. The church
was dedicated to St. Mary and St. Edward 2
(the Confessor) .
As in the mother house, the cloister lay on
the north side of the church. Its remains are
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FIG. Ic6- Site Plan, BaImerino Abbey (No. 60).

incomplete and fragmentary. Of the northern
and western sides nothing is left above ground,
and the eastern range is reduced in height.
Beyond it on the north and east are remains of
the barn and of the Abbot's house.
The church is in even worse case than the
cloister, for only the lower parts of the northern
walls are standing, with little more than the
foundations of the others, as exposed by excavation in I896. It was originally an · unaisled
cruciform building with two eastern chapels in
each transept, like the sister church at Culross,
and, to judge from the scanty detail left, it must
have been built about the second quarter of the

3
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I3th century. The nave walls, originally of
ashlar and subsequently patched with rubble,
have the triple wall-shafts and water-holding
bases of that period. Work was evidently still
going on about 1286, for in that year the
convent received a grant of the quarry at
" Nidyn,"3 and it may have been then that a
south aisle was added to the nave. Although
the walling shows no apparent evidence of
alteration, this aisle is obviously the result of a
deviation from the first plan, since the piers of
the nave arcade are not centred with the older·
wall-shafts. Moreover the crossing piers are
secondary. There are indications that the west
gable may have been rebuilt when the aisle
was constructed, but they are not conclusive .
On the cloister side the nave wqll has a slight
base, which is chamfered, and a heavy base with
a projecting upper member returns round the
west end and the aisle, while a different base
returns on the north transept. The west doorway, which has consisted of a double door with
a moulded central pier, is almost entirely
destroyed. The exit from the north transept
into the cloister, which is better preserved, has
had moulded jambs, while the entry from the
same transept into the adjoining chamber is
fairly complete and bears indications of a late
alteration, the original semi-circular head having
been removed and replaced by a segmental arch
with an opening for light above it. The transeptal arches were built in three orders, to
judge from the detail of the one remaining
respond of the arcade, which has a bold outer
shaft and two smaller inner shafts set in nooks;
its base is water-holding with the lower roll
projecting. In the northern wall of the chapel
adjoining the respond is a large aumbry,
checked to take a door.
The conventual building communicating
directly with the north transept, which is
unusually large for a sacristy, became a kitchen
and brew-house at a later stage. Its east wall,
though reduced to the lowest course, retains
signs of having been broken through later
for a central doorway. The west wall has
been largely rebuilt. On the inside it shows
traces of what was probably an oven, and the
remains of a late newel-stair turret can be seen
on the outer face. The north and south walls
are original, but the former has been subsequently broken through to provide access to
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the adjoining chapter-house. A bench returns
along the south wall, and there were probably
similar benches on the north and east walls.
The chamber is ceiled with a depressed barrelvault, the ashlar courses above the projecting
springer being original and the rubble above
them a renewal.
The chapter-house which was ultimately
converted into a residence, is the finest of
the abbey buildings. It dates mainly from the
I5th century, but probably occupies the same
site as its I3th-century predecessor. If the
surnames of the abbots had been preserved, *
the period of its erection could have been
accurately determined, for a carved shield,
backed by a crozier and bearing within a
bordure a fess between three boars' heads
(?) couped, is to be seen at the north-east
corner. It has been laid out in two portions, a
vestibule on the west and the chapter-house
proper on the east. The former was certainly
completed, but it is more than doubtful whether
the walls of the latter had been carried sufficiently far to receive the vault before it was
transformed into a dwelling-house.
The south wall is built of rubble and retains
no trace of the structure which appears abutting
against it in De Cardonnel's view of I788. The
north and east walls are more interesting. They
are of ashlar and have buttresses with sloping
tops. As shown on the plan, the more southerly
of the three buttresses on the east has been
made broader and larger than the others, in
order to contain a stair, which seems to have
ascended from the outside.
In this wall
(Fig. I09) are two great windows with flat,
cusped heads dating from the 16th century
which have lit the lower of the two storeys.
Only the framework of the northern one remains,
while a doorway with semi-circular head has
been formed within the lower part of the
southern one, the upper part being mullioned
for three lights. The cusps have been removed
to admit a glazing case, and the sill on which
the mullions rest has been renewed. The upper
storey has been lit by two windows with

* We know only that" John Hayles" was abbot of
" Balmorenagh " in 1408, a hostage for the deliverance
of James I in 1424, and ambassador for the same king
to Rome in 1425.-Calendar oj Docts., iv, Nos. 774, 942,
979. He is elsewhere designated" John de Hayles."
Chartulary oj Balmerinoch (Abbotsford Club), App .
No . iv.
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transoms, the mullions of which are missing.
Between them is a panel, apparently uncarved,
and beside the northern one is a water outlet,
an old channel re-used. In the north wall are
two windows lighting the upper floor, the
eastern one being secondary, and above these
the wall-head has oversailed on double corbels,
referred to as a " bartisan " in I789.4
The interior of the vestibule (Fig. lIO) is three
bays in width from north to south and two
in length, but the outer bays of the vault are
missing. The piers are octagonal on plan, with
moulded bases of early 15th-century type and
capitals enriched with stiff foliage. The transverse arches are equilateral. The vault, which
springs from corbels moulded like capitals and
having a rose wrought on the soffit, is quadripartite, with ridge-ribs, transverse and diagonal
ribs, and wall-ribs. Three bosses are left. One
bears a shield backed with a crozier and charged
with what seems to be a ribbon waved on a
bend between other charges, that in the dexter
being apparently a unicorn's head, erased. The
other two bosses bear a rose. At the northwest corner, part of the day-stair to the dorter
remains, with some alteration. There has been
a stone bench on each side-wall. The arcade
separating the vestibule from the inner part has
at some time been infilled, and the middle bay
utilised for the insertion of a kitchen fireplace.
The inner chamber, which was the chapterhouse proper, has a stone bench on the south
and ea~t. The east wall is of ashlar, the lower
four courses being possibly earlier than those
above, which may be contemporary with the
16th-century windows. Internally the sidewalls are of rubble. The vault has been
designed as a tierceron vault, but whether
lierne ribs were also contemplated cannot be •
said. It was intended to spring from a central
pier to the foliaceous corbels which still remain
on the walls, but other corbels of a double
cavetto section have been inserted two courses
above the vaulting corbels to carry the later
floor. The lower part of the north wall has been
subsequently recessed in three places and a
fireplace has been inserted in the northern bay
of the infilled arcade on the west, the lintel
being obtruded into the respond and pier
adjoining. All of the windows have been
grooved for glazing, and those on the upper
floor, with the exception of the more easterly
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one on the north side, have seats on the
jambs.
Immediately adjacent to the chapter house is
a vaulted parlour or covered passage running
east and west and having stone benches along
the side walls. The inner end is built up. In
_
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north lay the rere-dorter, in the floor of which
appear two hatches. The eastern one opens
into a deep, vaulted cell, the floor of which is
about ground level, and which hasa small deeply
embrasured window on the north; the western
one opens into a similar but shallower cell, also

13W CENTURY

1m 15t!!
~ 16t!l

., ,
I

~LATE.R

I

1- -

- -

-

- -

-

- - -

-

-

- -

-

-

-

-

- -

-

-

- --

I

I

E-h,,':\J MODERN

1

PAY-

I

STAIR--:Jo

I

!I!,.!liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii_

1

I
1 I
I I

CHAPTER
HOU5E

II

1 I

1

III

1
1

\!)

I I

c(

I I
I I

z

I

cr

1

1 1

CLOISTER

I 1
I 1

1

I
I
1

I
I

lL

o

1

I
I
I
I

III

I
I

t-

;n

I

,

I
I
1 1

~- ~

l- - - - - - - -

~

it

NORTH
~
TRANSEPT ( j

<{

I

(

" -',

:

I

,I

o

I

I

. -; ___ J

I

t

L - - - - - - ---

' , ,' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - j
~

J

I
1

I

1

I

NAVE.

1

I

I

1

I

1

I

I

()

1

o

I

_ _ _ _ _ _ ...J

AISLE

I""IJJ-~~ ~.::- =- ~ =- -=::: :=..:=..-:::.:::.-=-.-----------.:::. ~-----~ ~.~=-~.:::._=_._=_~. T:~NUS:~T <>
1

I
I

10

0

100 FEE.T

50

~11~11I1~1I1~i1--r-~--r-~~I--J--4--+--+--~1

:
1

: L________ ,. ..

l... _

_

_

I

L _ ___ _ _ _ ____ __ _ J

C . ~ .T. C .

FIG. I07.-Balmerino Abbey (No. 60).

with a north window. Beneath the latter is a
vaulted cellar, which has been entered at
cloister level from the end chamber of the north
range, now completely demolished. The cells
resemble the ordinary type of ' pit' or prison,*

the outer end there is an equilateral archway
without imposts and having foliaceous labelstops, which dates from the 13th century. The
tails of the steps of the day-stair form part of
the southern wall.
That part of the range which lies beyond the
parlour is unusual and of special interest; it is
built of rubble and projects slightly eastward in
order to accommodate the vent of the reredorter and the main sewer beneath. At firstfloor level the space between the church and the
day-stair was occupied by the dorter. To the

* Cf. "Within the Fermery .. was a strong prysone
.. the which was ordeyned for such as weare greate
offenders, as yf any of the Monnckes &c ., . . he should
have syttin ther in prisone for the space of one hole year,
in cheynes, without a ny company excep t the m aster
of the F ermery . . who did let down t here nJeat
thorowgh a trap dour in a corde &c."-Rites of
Durham (Surtees Society, 18 4 2 ) , p . 75 .
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and it is perhaps not without significance that,
in 1789, the adjoining parlour was called "a
pit."5 Against this suggested identification it
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FIG. 108.-Balmerino Abbey (No. 60).

j

should be noted that the cells are without
latrines.
. The upper storey of the range is so reduced
from end to end as to be featureless.
O THE ABBOT'S HousE.-Some 28 yards east
of the chapter house lay a building which is
believed to have been the Abbot's House. All
that is now left of it is the inner of two contiguous vaulted cellars with walls and vault
built of ashlar but repaired in rubble. The floor
is partly cobbled and partly paved with old
tombstones. In the east and west walls are
windows with segmental rear-arches lintelled
externally. These openings have been unglazed.
IE) THE BARN.-The barn, which has been
incorpo:r.ated in the modern farm-buildings, lies
30 yards north of the cloister, and is an oblong
rubble structure considerably rebuilt. The
entrance, which is probably not earlier than the
15th century, lies-in the south wall and has an
arched head form~d in two stones. The west
gable, once crowned with a finial. cross, shows
the pitch of the original roof, below which are
the remains of a dovecot. The north-west skewput bears a shield charged with two bars embattled. The same blazon is borne on another

[BALMERINO.

skew-put, which came from the Abbey Mill and
is now lying on the lawn of the modern farmhouse adjacent, but in the latter coat the bars
are also shown as corbelled below.
ARCHITECTURAL AND CARVED FRAGMENTS.Within the vestibule of the chapter house are
-(I) a panel of freestone, measuring 231- by
21t inches and bearing a rose enclosed within
a symmetrical interlaced pattern, which has
possibly been part of the frontal of an altar or
tomb chest, and (2) the effigy (Fig. 104) of an
angel (c. I6th century) holding a shield which is
charged with a lion rampant, for Crichton of
Naughton. Fragments of two other effigies
have been set up under the old chestnut tree on
the east side of the Abbey enclosure. The first,
2 feet 3 inches in height, is (3) part of the effigy
of an ecclesiastic, clad in a gown, tunic and
single stole (Fig. I04) ; the second, also 2 feet
3 inches high, is (4) the trunk of a figure very
worn but apparently showing a jupon . over
plate-armour with a camail at the throat, and,
in that case, probably of the early I5th century.
Lying on the farmhouse lawn are (5) part of the
front of a small double aumbry formed in a
single stone, each opening being an equilateral
arch about 8 inches wide, checked for a door
and a central bar; (6) a millstone 3 feet in
diameter; and (7) an octagonal chimney head
2 feet 3 inches in diameter. Finally, inserted
into the gable of a cart-shed next the barn is
(8) a dormer pediment, having at the top a cross
above the word DEVS, and lower down a shield,
flanked by the initials A.P. and I.e. and charged
with two chevrons or chevronels. The date
1849 which appears on the shield probably
ri fers to the building of the shed.
DWELL.-A short distance north-east of the
Abbey is the" Monks' Well."
HISTORICAL NOTE.-On 27 December I547,
Thomas Wyndham, commander of the English
ships in the Tay, reported to Somerset: "On
the night of 25th, with 300 men I landed at
Balmuryno, an Abbey beyond Dundee, skirmished with the Scots in the house _ . We
killed 4 of their horsemen, burned the Abbey
and everything in it."6 An obligation by the
Abbot and convent in I555 is signed by the
Abbot R(obert Forrester) and seven monks. 7
In 1588 the Commendator, Henry Kinnear, and
the convent resigned into the King's hands

Ancient and H istorical1V! onwments-Fije, [(inross , and Clachmannan .

FIG. log.- East End of Chapter-b ouse.

I'JG.

IIo.- Jnte rior of Chapter-house.

BAUIERJKO ABBEY (:\0.60).
To face p. 30.

Anc·ient a'Nd Hi storicall\1onurnents- Fife, Kinross , and Clachmannan.

FIG. I I I.- Paintings on Gall ery Front.

FIG . I 12.- Paintings on Gallery Front.

FIG. 1I3.-Magistrate's Pew.
F IG. I14.- Hcraldic Monument in Churchyard.
PAl~ISH CHURCH, BURNTISLAND (No. 68).
To fa ce p. 37.
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" the manor of Balmerinoch, of old called the
monastery of Balmerinoch with the two dovecot s and other (buildings) within the cloister
(clausuram) and precinct of the same, the
garden and orchard of the said monastery with
the place on which the church of the said
mon?-stery was formerly situated .. with the
yard (horto) or unoccupied ground adjacent to
the same called the cemetery of the convent."s
And on the same day the King" considering
that, by the Reformation of religion within our
Kingdom, the buildings of the said monastery
have sustained great damage without repair"
conferred these and other subjects upon John
Kinnear and his heirs. 9
In legal documents dated between 1537 and
1555 the names of monks, including abbots,
vary in number from 15 to 18,10 but these need
not necessarily include the whole convent.
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barmkin, this range incorporating the wall.
Without these drawings it would have been
impossible to determine the arrangement of the
castle and its date, as it is so ruinous. What is
left, however, amply attests the accuracy of the
artist.
A panel is set up at the north-east corner of
the ruins. The two upper corners are occupied
by cherubs' heads flanking a shield charged
with three escutcheons, for Hay, bordered by
the initials P.H. for Peter Hay and M.H. for
Below is the inscription:
Marjory Hay.
PETRVS . HAY. FILIVS. GEO / RGI . HAY / HOC.
EDIFICIVM . EXSTRV /XIT . I625 /DOMINE . FILII SERVORVM / TVORVM . INHABITABVNT (" Peter
Hay, son of George Hay, erected this building,
1625. 0 Lord, the sons of thy servants shall
dwell therein ").
The remains are now incorporated in a garden.
In the part which was unoccupied by building
is a draw-well II feet in depth.

1Archaeol. Assoc. Journal, XXVI, p. 292;
Chronica de Mailros. 2 Charter of certain
DovEcoT.-Some 50 yards west of the castle
lands to the Abbey in 1231: Chartulary of
Balmerino (Abbotsford Club), No. I. 3 Char- site is an oblong double-chambered dovecot
tulary of Balmerino, Nos. 46, 47. 4 Balm-erino with an entrance to each chamber. The lintel
and its Abbey, by Rev. James Campbell, D.D., of the western entrance is inscribed in cursive
p. 639. 5 Ibid., p. 638. 6 Calendar of Scottish characters, A.E. E.G. / 1750 I.M.
Papers, i, No. II5. 7 Chartulary, App. No. vii.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The estate of Naughton
S Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 1608.
9 Balmerino
passed from the Hays, by the marriage of an
and its Abbey, p. 276. 10 Ibid., pp 247-8. Cf heiress, to a Crichton family, who succeeded in
also Eccles. Arch., ii, p. 505.
1513 and apparently were responsible for
building the tower. From the Crichtons the
iii N.E. 20 May 1927.
property returned to the Peter Hay recorded in
the panel. 1
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
1 Balmerino and its Abbey, App., pp. 646-647.
61. Naughton Castle.-The remains of Naughiii N.E. 26 May 1927.
:0uCastle stand on a spine of rock just under a
mile to the east of Balmerino Abbey and beside 6(62. Dovecot, Grange.-At Grange, It miles
the modern Naughton House. The site is one & uth of Balmerino Abbey, is a ruinous rectof great natural strength, the ground rising angular single-chambered dovecot, probably of
precipitously on three sides and only a little less the 17th century. It measures 20 feet 5 inches
steeply on the west, where lay the access . The by 21 feet.
summit has been enclosed by a barmkin wall,
iii S.E. 26 May 1927.
the north and east portions of which have
subsequently been incorporated in buildings.
Drawings, prepared in 1760 by John Kinloch
CAIRN.
and now preserved in the modern house, show
a presumably 16th-century tower on the ). 63. Cairn, Greenhill.-The eminence known
eastern side, with a contemporary circular as Greenhill is situated near the western
tower at the south-east corner of the barmkin, extremity of the parish and rises to an elevation
and a range of lower building, probably of the of about 600 feet. On the summit of the ridge,
17th century, on the northern side of the about t mile north-west from the farm of
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Co ultra , are the remains of a large circular
cairn, in the south-west segment of which, near
the centre, a cist is lying exposed. The cairn
measures 48 feet in diameter from east to west
and 51 feet from north-west to south-east, and
rises to a height of between five and six feet.
It was thoroughly examined in 1899, and a full
account of the excavations and the relics founq.,
with a plan of the construction, was communicated to the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland. See Proceedings, vol. XXXVI (19011902 ), pp. 635- 653.
iii S.E. 26 May 1925.
SITES.
.\ 4. Balmerino Church, Site of.-Apparently
e site of the chapel of St. Ayle (" Sanct Talis
Kirk "), in which the monks of Balmerino were
permitted, by an agreement with the Bishop of
St. Andrews in 1435, t o have a baptismal font
for their servants on these lands and to administer the sacrament s. Thus, after the suppression of the convent, it was for a time used
as the parish church. See Chartulary of
Balmerino, App. No. iv; R eg. Kirk Session of
St. Andrews (S.H.S.), i, pp. 180, 181

BEATH.
SITE.
The O.S. map records a site as under :-

iiiiJ

XXXIV

St. Ma<garet', Well, near La"odie Home.
N.W. '
BURNTISLAND.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.

68. Parish Church, Burntisland.- The present
parish church stands in the town, a position
more convenient than that of Kirkton, where
the original church (No. 69) was situated. It
was bnilt in 1592, with the consent of the

iii N.E .

.x

65. Cairns, Cists and Urns, Battle Law.-In
1873, while a field on Battle Law was being
ploughed, a cist was discovered containing burnt
bones and a food-vessel urn. In 1901 further
investigation of the site revealed the bases of
three cairns, which had been destroyed to the
foundations in the course of farming operations.
Another cist containing two food-vessels was
discovered at this time. A full account of the
investigation was communicated to the Society
of Antiquaries of Scotland. See Proc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., xxxv (1900-1), pp. 301-9.
iii S E. (unnoted).
66. Cist, near Gauldry.-There is nothing to
indicate the site of this discovery. The O.S.
map records "Stone Cists found 1839" close
to and on the east side of the public road,
about 250 yards north-east of the church.
iii S.E. 26 May 1925.
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FIG, IIs.-Parish Church, Burntislan d (No. 68) .

heritors,l and at th e expense of the inhabitants,
apparently as a result of the growing importance
of the town, which had been made a royal
burgh in 1568. It is supposed to have had a
church in Amsterdam as model, 2 and its plan
and method of construction are probably without parallel elsewhere in Scotland. The building
is almost square, measuring 59 feet 5 inches by
59 feet 2 inches within the walls, and is surmounted by a central tower supported on four
piers, which enclose a central area some 21 feet
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square internally. From the piers which are
joined by semi-circular arches, rampant arches
are carried to the four corners of the building,
their thrust being received on external anglebuttresses.
The tower and buttresses are built of ashlar,
the church walls are of rubble, harled. The
windows, south door, and porch are relatively
modern. The four lower courses of the central
tower are original, but all above this level are
later, their period being indicated by the date
1749, which is incised on the sill of the west
window. An entrance, opening into a gallery,
has at some time been added in the east wall of
the church. It is reached from a forestair with
a good moulded balustrade. The entrance is a
moulded doorway, inscribed on the lower
member of the cornice with the words: GODS.
PROVIDENCE. IS . OUR . INHERITANCE. JUNE. 6.
1679, and having an anchor on the cushioned
frieze and a lugged architrave. Above the west
door is an inserted stone bearing the date 1592
and an anchor.
Within the church there is a wooden gallery
on each wall. The fronts of these galleries are
panelled and painted (Figs. III, II2), the painting being considerably restored. The panels
bear at various places _dates (1602, 1622, I7II,
1733), mottoes and representations . of ships,
mariners with nautical instruments, the insignia
of the Baxters' Incorporation represented by a
wheat-sheaf surmounted by the "peel" . or
baker's shovel and" slice" in saltire, a hanging
balance and a merchant's mark, the last being
dated 1723 and incorporating what Seems to be
the monogram A.V.
The I7th-c~ntury pew (Fig. II3), which is
built round three sides of the north-eastern
pier, is an interesting feature. It is made of oak,
inlaid in places with other woods, and has a
canopy supported on moulded and reeded
shafts. The front and back are panelled, two
panels on the back being armorial, while another
bears the date 1606. The first armorial panel,
which the initials S.R.M. appearing on it
connect with Sir Robert Melville, bears: Gules,
a sun argent between three crescents of the
same. The second is parted per pale. On the
dexter side are the Melville arms as above, while
the sinister side carries those of Hamilton:
Gules, a heart or between three cinquefoils
argent. Above the latter panel is a third bearing
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the initials S.R.M. and D.I.H., the latter for
Dame Joanna Hamilton (d. p. 2II).
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS.-(I) Against the
east wall of the churchyard is a Renaissance
mural monument (Fig. II4) dated r"689, commemorating Captain Andrew Watson, his wife
Isobel Boswell, and their son John Watson of
Dunnikeir (d. No. 366) with his wife Euphan
Orrock. The initials of all four appear in
monogram in the tympanum enclosing a shield
parted per pale: dexter, on a fess surmounting
a tree eradicated, a crescent between two stars;
sinister, 2nd grand quarter, 1St and 4th, a lion
rampant, 2nd and 3rd, a rose; 4th grand
quarter, on a chevron erminois, three crescents.
(2) A recumbent slab in front of the last
monument, commemorating David Wedderburn
(d. 1628), bears in addition to inscriptions a
shield enclosed by the initials M.D.W. and A.W.
and bearing the impaled coats of Wedderburn
and Watson thus: dexter, a chevron between
[three roses] ; sinister, on a fess surmounting a
tree eradicated, a crescent between two stars.
1 Statistical
A ccount, ii, p . 431.
Statistical Acct., ix, p. 420.
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v\ 69 · Old Parish Church, Kirkton .-The ruined
church of Parva Kingorn (" Little Kinghorn ")
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FIG. 1I 6.- 01d Parish Church, Kirkton (No. 6g).

said to have been dedicated to St. Serf, stands
at the Kirkton, a quarter of a mile north of
Burntisland. It dates from about the first
quarter of the 13th century and was consecrated
on 19th May 1243 by David de Bernham, Bishop
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of St. Andrews. The masonry is ashlar, fairly
cubical in places, built with pinnings of shell
and slate . The plan shows a rectangular nave
and chancel, the western division having a
south aisle, which is a later addition and to
which is attached on the south-east a vaulted
cell dating from the 13th century. The north
and south walls of the nave are very incomplete,
but the west gable is fairly entire and co~tains a
single lancet -window. The chancel arch (FIg. 103),
which was contracted when the chancel became
a burial-place, is simple, being built in a single
order. The impost is chamfered on the lower
member and the bases of the jambs are splayed.
The north wall of the chancel is a later addition;
the south wall, which stands complete to the
wall-head contains two lancet-windows, both
of which have been closed, and a doorway with
jambs hnd head that are not or~ginal. .T he east
gable, of which a good deal stIll remams, may
have been rebuilt above the four lowest courses,
in which case the old stones have been re-used.
No openings can be traced i~ it~ the out~r
surface being densely covered WIth IVy. But It
has been tabled, and a single skew-put survives
at the north-east angle to show the level of
the "dripping eaves." Internally, the nave
measures 351 by 141 feet and the chancel 24i
by 13 feet
The south aisle had a width of 7! feet. Its
remains are inconsiderable. The cell at the
south-east angle of the aisle is a singl~ chan:ber,
measuring I I by 6 feet internally, celled WIth a
pointed barrel-vault. It is built of ash~ar. The
jambs and lintel of the entrance, whIch faces
west are of 17th-century date, but the original
rybats can be traced on the inside. A recess in
the east gable seems to reP.resent the embrasu~e
of a small window, and m the south wall IS
another window, in which a fireplace has been
inserted. The remains are in urgent need of
conservation.
TOMBSTONE.-Against the outside wall, on
the south of the chancel, stands a headstone
dated 1677 and bearing the initial~ H.A. w~th
the arms of the Andersons of Dowhlll: A saltIre
(? engrailed) between a crescent in chief and
three mullets in the flanks and base. The stone
is much decayed, and the inscription it once
bore is illegible. Cf. Eccles. A rch., ii, p. 269.
xl N.W. 22 May 1928.
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70. Knockdavie Castle.-Knockdavie Castle,
which stands on high broken ground almost
2 miles north-north-west of Burntisland, is now
a complete ruin. It has been a. small 17thcentury house, o~long on plan, lymg east an~
west and measunng externally 67t feet ~y 194
feet with rubble-built walls 2 feet 7 mches
thick. On the north is a semi-circular projection
for a turnpike-stair.
xl N .W. 26 May 1925,

j

71. Houses, Burntisland.-(':l) N? 35 High
Street, a three-storeyed house; IS bUIlt of harl~d
rubble, with a pantiled roof. It presents twm
gables to the street. The pediment of the firstfloor window of the western gable bears the
figures 16, while the dec~de and,year, 26, are
given on the correspondmg pedIment on the
other gable . The western pedir,nent a~so contains the initials R.R. set on eIther SIde of a
shield bearing: Within a bordure, a chevron
cheeky between three water-bougets, for Ross.
The eastern pediment bears on an oval cartouche, flanked by the initials A.M., the wife's
arms' Within a bordure, a saltire between a
mullet in chief and three roundels in flanks and
base.
(b) The tenement of three storeys and. a
garret which stands at the corner of Lothian
Street and High Street dates from the 17th
century, but has been considerably modernised.
The walls are stuccoed and the roof is pantiled.
At first-floor level a turret-stair is corbelled out
on the south. The upper part of the turret has
been removed.
(c) The tenement at the corner of Harbour
Place, though much altered, is the only survivor
of a picturesque group of 17th-century houses
which formerly stood here.
(d) In Somerville Street the outer wall of the
modern meeting-place of a Masonic Lodge bears
a 17th-century panel inscribed: BLISST BE GOD/
FOR AL HIS/ VAGE[IJS. The tenement immediately to the west, a three-storeyed harled house,
dates from the 17th century, while farther east
is No. 20 Somerville Street, also a threestoreyed harled house of the 17th century, with
some good corbelling of late type on the front .
The entrance at the head of the forestair has a
later pediment containing a thistle-slip with the
initials and date LA. S.A. 1720, and the quat-
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rain: 0 LORD THOV ME DEFEND FROM SVB /TILE
SORTS OF THOSE THAT FRIEND/SHIP ME PRETENDS AND ARE MY MORTAL FOES.
xl S.W. 22 May I928.
\

72. Rossend Castle.- This castle is a I6thcentury house, extended, modernised and still
occupied. It stands on the edge of a rocky bluff
overlooking the harbour at the western end of
the town. The original house was L-shaped on

--...
\

FIG. II7.-Rossend Castle (No. 72).

plan and now forms the eastern part of the
whole structure. The main block ran north and
south a~d had t.wo .chambers in its length. A
s~ort wmg, .pro]ectmg westward in alignment
WIt~ the mam north gable, contained a turnpike
on Its low~r floors and a chamber in its upper
part. ThIS type of plan is believed to have
originated about the middle of the I6th century
?- da~e .that is in this case confirmed by th~
m~cnptlOn XXII MAIl I554 which appears in
raised letters on the sill of the I6th-centurv
armorial slab set in the north wall above th~
modern porch. The slab is enclosed within little
shafts, wreathed and banded, and is surmounted
by canopy work. The shield is supported by
men-at-arms and bears three crescents-part of
the arms of Dury* (see HISTORICAL NOTE) but
no other charge is now traceable.
'
The. original re-entrant angle was filled in,
early m the I7th century, with a long wing

* The full blazon was a chevron between three
crescents.
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running westward from the main block and
rectangular to it, but in alignment with the
south wall of the original wing; the northern
re-entrant, formed by the two wings, has been
closed by a modern addition.
The original house and its extension are four
storeys in height. The superstructure of each
has been re-modelled in the I8th century. The
walls are constructed of harled rubble with a
slight, splayed basement-course along th~ eastern
wall of the house and a similar but heavier and
higher course along the south wall of the
extension. Most of the windows have been
altered. High up on the north gable a I7thcentury dormer pediment has been inserted. It
is partly covered with vegetation and further
?~s~ure~ by a rhone, but apparently bears
Illlhais m the pediment, one of which is a W,
probably for Wemyss (see HISTORICAL NOTE).
Above second floor-level, the southern end of
the main block is set forward on corbels but
this may be an alteration, the original elev~tion
having probably had turrets at each angle.
The entrance has not been at the re-entrant
angle but, as at present, on the north face of
the stair-wing and has opened on the foot of the
turnpike. The stair and its accesses have been
altered more than once, and the original arrangement is not clear. It is most likely that at
first a door opened from the well of the stair
into th~ basement of the main building, and
that thIS arrangement was altered to suit the
extension, along the north side of which runs a
passage giving access to its three vaulted compartments. The passage was entered from the
stair-well by a door, now built up. The western
compa~tment is lit from an oval gun-loop, and
the mIddle one seems to have had a similar
pr?,:,ision. Access to the lowest storey of the
ongmal house was then provided at the eastern
end of this passage, which opens into the northern of the two chambers. The door, made of
oak, date~ from the I6th century and is pieced
up to fit Its present position. It has six fluted
panels. !he chamber into which it opens is
the old kItchen and has a large fireplace in the
north gable. The southern chamber was a
storehouse. Both apartments are vaulted.
The arrangement and finish of the first floor
dates from the last quarter of the I7th century
and may have been designed by Sir William
Bruce; the stair, too, is probably of this time,
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although occupying an older stair-well. The
wreathed handrail of mahogany resembles one in
the Palace of Holyroodhouse. This stair rises to
second-floor level, whence the ascent is continued
by a small turnpike contained in the thickness of
the wall. At first-floor level the stair opens into
a Hall, the western of three communicating
chambers in the extension. The Hall forms the
access to the chambers in the main block, which
originally must have been entered from the
well of the stair through the opening in which
a service hatch now operates. The two chambers
of the main block are separated by a partition
borne on the vaults of the lower chambers. The
northern chamber is the larger and is handsomely panelled in oak. The fireplace is
enclosed by fluted pilasters. The architraves
of the door are lugged. The cornice, cushioned
frieze, and architrave of the room are run in
plaster. The southern chamber is known as
" Queen Mary's Room" and is said to have been
occupied by her in I563, but the Memel pine
panelling and general finish is of more than a
century later. In the gable are a large and a
small mural chamber flanking the central
window. The rooms in the extension at this
level are also panelled in Memel pine. The
second and third floors are similarly arranged,
and in several rooms there are late I7thcentury fireplaces and portions of pine panelling.
HISTORICAL N OTE.-" Rossend" is a relatively recent name derived from the adjacent
" Ross" or headland. The land at one time
belonged to' the Abbey of Dunfermline. But in
I552 the Commendator of the Abbey [Abbot
George Dury or DurieJ granted to Peter Dury
[his legitimatised sonJl the lands of " the nether
grange of Kinghorne Wester called the Mains
with the custody of the fortalice." This post
carried with it "the lands of Greiflandis and
Cwnyngerlandis now called Brunteland," and
the previous occupant was Robert Duryof that
ilk. 2 Later the property was in the hands of
Sir Robert Melville of Murdocairnie, who lost it
through forfeiture, after which it was conferred
in I57I on David Dury of that ilk, induding
" the manor, tower, and fortalice of Bryntyland
with the houses, buildings, and gardens."3 Subsequently however, these lands were again in
possession of the Melvilles of Murdocairnie,4
from whom they passed to Sir James Wemyss
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of Caskiebirran, created Lord Burntisland for
life in I672.
1 Reg. Mag . Sig. I543, No. 2963.
2 Reg. de
D~tnfermlyn, p. 399. Cf. No. 554. 3 Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. I983. 4 Reg. de Dunfermlyn,
pp. 485, 49 6.
xl S.W. 30 July I928.
~ 73. Dovecot, Grange. -This dovecot is rectangular on plan, measures I91 by I6t feet over
all, and probably dates from the late 17th
century. Subsequently converted into a dwelling, it is now used as a store.

xl N .W. 22 May I928.

j\74. Dovecot, Walton.-A rectangular dovecot
dating from the late I7th century. No measurements could be taken, the site being under crop
at date of visit.
xl N.W. 22 May I928.
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION .

0.75. Fort, Dunearn Hil1.-This fort lies immediately to the north of Dunearn House an<;i
about two miles to the north-west of the town
of Burntisland, at an elevation of 700 feet above
sea-level, on the crest of the highest eminence in
the district . The position commands a wide
view of the Firth of Forth, but the fort itself,
which appears to have been of roughly circular
form, is in such a ruinous condition that its
general features can scarcely be recognised.
On the south and west, where the ground rises
abruptly and where the steep slopes are
encumbered with outcrops of rock, it is particularly difficult to determine the limits of the
enclosure, except for a short distance on the
south-west. There seems to have been a fairly
high wall on the north, where stronger defences
would be required owing to the configuration
of the ground, but the remains there are now a
mass of debris with no signs of building. On
the east the outline is perhaps a little more
definite, but the foundations are so much spread
and so thickly covered with grass that it is
impossible to obtain accurate measurements or
to lay down a satisfactory plan. This, however,
is the natural line of approach, and a slight gap
with, here and there, indications of outworks of
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in raised Roman lettering surrounded by a
tasselled ribbon, on which is incised a Latin
inscription, CHRISTUS [DJOMUS MEA*, above
which, again in raised Roman lettering, are the
initials A.O. E.W. The pediment, which is
supported by a modern lintel, is 3 feet 6 inches
wide at the base and I foot 8 inches high, while
the triangular apex stone measures I3! inches
in height.
The surname answering to the initial 0 is
doubtless ORROCK.
xl N.W. 6 May 1925.

indefinite character and of no great size, may
possibly mark the entrance.
xl N.W 6 May 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.

J 76.

Bell in Town Hall.- This bell, which once
hung in the Tolbooth, is a large and unusually
g?od casting, measuring 2 feet 6t inches in
dIameter at the skirt and I foot 10 inches in
height from the skirt to the crown. Its canons
are complete and each bears on the outer
surface a cherub's head and leafage. There are
two annulets on the sound-bow, and seven at
the waist. Above the latter are two representations in bas-relief of a full-rigged ship. The
crown is enriched with two lines of crest-work
bordering an inscription in Roman letters, EN
LAN 1595 SOVPLIF SVIS NONSFIFE PARLES
HABITANS DE CLASTRE 1677 BEN YCK WER HER
GOETEN DOR G.H.S.I. The first part of the
inscription is obviously in mutilated French
and it has been suggested 1 that it should read,
EN L'AN[NEEJ 1595, JE SVIS MONTEE PAR LES
HABITAN[TJS DE CLASTRE; the full inscription
~hus ~eing: "lIn the year 1595 I was set up by the
mhabitants of Clastre "- a place not identified.
The letters SOVPL are held to be a misreading
of "sous L" originally intended as an instruction to the founder and meaning that the
date preceding it was to be placed "under the
letter L" of LAN and not in the actual text.
The second part of the inscription is in Dutch
and records a recasting of the bell: "1677 I
was refounded by G.H.S.I." WER HER must be
for WEDER= " again."
1 Proc. Scot. Ant . Soc., xlix (1914-15), pp. 33940. In this description GOETEN appears as
GORTEN.
xl S.W. 14th October I93I.
77. Inscribed Lintel Stones at Orrock.-At
rrock farm, there are indications of old buildings of considerable extent, and a lintel stone
above the d?or~ay ?f one of the farm cottages
~t .Hatto.n IS mscnbed as follows in lightly
IncIsed 3-mch Roman lettering: 1704. AO . IC.
At Orrock farmhouse itself the lintel stone
from above the doorway of the earlier building
has been preserved, and is now built into the
north wall. It is a curvilinear pediment dated
1678. In the tympanum are the initials A.O. S.M
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SITES.

J< 78.

Tumulus and Cinerary Urns.-An urn,
which is now in Kirkcaldy Museum, was found
when digging the foundations of the house
known as "The Binn." "Previous to the
finding of this urn, in building Greenmountanother good site-a number of these urns were
found together. They were much broken in
excavating, but were given to Mr. Paton of
Glasgow Museum. Slabs of stone had covered
the tops, and Miss K. J. Kirke, Hilton, thinks
there were also some flint arrow-heads. I have
seen an old estate map on which the place
where these were found is shown as a conical
tumulus, described as such. On the same map
at the base of the south side of Craigkennochie
there is marked' an artificial cairn probably a
place of sepulture.' "- Young's History oj
Burntisland, pp. 14-15.
.
"The Binn" and Greenmount are in the
north-east neighbourhood of Burntisland.
xl N.E. (unnoted).

v\79. Cairns.-(I) All traces of the cairn or
tumulus which is said to have existed near the
farmhouse of Balbie have now been removedby cultivation: The New Statistical A ccount 1
records the discovery of a cist " containing no
particular relics," and the site is marked on the
O.S. map. The Account adds, " There appears
to have been a number of tumuli in the same
neighbourhood," but all traces of these have
now disappeared.
(2) Dr. Wilson, in Prehistoric Annals oj
Scotland, i, p. 132, records the existence near
Burntisland of a cairn in which was found a cist

.1
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containing a skeleton and "a bronze spearhead." The O.S. map shows "Stone Cist
Found" south of Baspard Hill, which may be
the position.
1

Vol. ix, p. 4 1 4.
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84. Kellie Castle.-Kellie Castle (Figs.1H), 120),
0 miles north of St. Monans, looks southward
across the estuary of the Forth. It is obvious
that the prospect has helped to determine the
t

xl N W . 6 May 1925.
80. Entrenchments, East Broom Hi11.- There
are now no vestiges of these entrenchments, but
at one time there were fortifications on both
East and West Broom Hill, the latter dating
from 1627. Before 1650 there was a second fort
"on the East height," constructed in the first
instance by the Covenanters of Fife. l A plan
of the fort on the "East Head" as it existed in,
1804, is given by Young. 2
1 History of Burntisland, by Andrew Young,
pp. 93, 99. 2 Ibid., p. 102.

xl N.W. 6 May 1925.

•
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:x. 82. Dovecot, Mount Melville.-On this property is a rectangular dovecot of the 17th century,measuring 26 feet 2 inches by 131 feet,
which has been converted into a byre.
-xiv N£-:- 9 May 1928.
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FIG. II8.-Kellie Castle (No. 84).

83. ' Cairn (supposed) Drumcarrow Craig.Small mentions that "on the top of a pretty
high eminence, ... called Drumcarro Craig, ...
there had been also a fort .. and the foundations of it are distinctly visible . . . . Near this,
a thin silver breast-plate was likewise found;
also some stone coffins and urns were discovered." - Interesting Roman A ntiquities in
Fife, p. 248.
xiv N.E. (unnoted) .

choice of the site and also that it has not been
without influence on the lay-out finally adopted.
The house covers a considerable extent of
ground, and the irregu.larity of its plan shows
that it includes units of different periods linked
together in a reconstruction which may be
dated to 1606. There is not sufficient evidence
on which to base a precise analysis of its
development, and. accordingly the building
must be described as it now stands. But it may
at least be said that the north tower probably
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FIG. II 9.-From the North- East.

FIG. 12o.-From the South.
KELLIE CASTLE (No. 84).
To/ace p. H.
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FIG. 12I.- K ellie Castle, Vine R oom (No . 84).

FIG. 123.- Kdlie Castle, the Hall (Ko. 84).
CEILlKGS.

FIG. 122.-K ellie Castle, Library (No. 84).

FIG. 124 ·- Panel, Ea rl s hall (1'\0. 400) .
To lace p. 45·
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ground floor are small, but those on the first
floor are lofty and were specified as a pattern
for the windows of the now demolished
Anstruther House when it was built in 1633.
Between two of the latter on the south is a coat
of arms now illegible. On both sides the uppermost windows have dormer heads, the pediments of those on the south being inscribed or
bearing arms as follows: (I) the initial Land
the date 1606 enclosing three crescents for
Laurence, 5th Lord Oliphant; (2) a fleur-de-Iys
above two roses; (3) three bars wavy, for
Lilias Drummond, wife of the 5th Lord; and
(4), which has been renewed, A. L. 1724. The
western pediment on the north is dated 1606,
but the eastern one has been renewed. On both
north and south the wall-head has a moulded
eaves-course, which returns as a string across
the projection containing the service stair.
In the east face of the south tower is the
principal entrance, a moulded doorway set at
the stair-foot. The inscription above is modern.
The dormer-heads to east and west bear respectively L. [L.]O. for Laurence, Lord Oliphant,
and arms: Three crescents (?) within a bordure
engrailed, for Oliphant. The southern angles of
this tower have turrets with conical slated roofs,
and windows which may originally have had
pediments. In the south-east re-entrant angle,
corbelled out on a squinch arch, is the turretstair already mentioned as continuing the
ascent from the principal staircase.
The three lower storeys of the east tower are
off-set and may be older than the upper part,
on which appear the date and initials M.H.
1573 for Margaret Hay, wife of Laurence, 4th
Lord Oliphant; date and initials, however, are
not necessarily in situ. The south-eastern
skew-put bears a shield charged with three
crescents. While the three lower storeys of the
projection are occupied by the turnpike, the
housing of which was its principal purpose, the
two upper storeys contain chambers, reached,
like the upper part of the tower, from the
turret-stair, which is corbelled out on a squinch
arch. The upper part of this turret has b een
removed and the roofs oversail it. A heavily
moulded string-course on the projection suggests
that it was at one time intended to build on the
west up to the height of this course. Below the
string-course on the east is a fine Renaissance
window set within baluster-shaped pilasters and

represents an early 16th-century tower originally
attached to a barmkin, and that the east tower
was added c. 1573, these two being connected
in 1606 by a main block running east and west
with a third tower projecting from it on the
sout~.
The result is a plan resembling the
letter T, the cross arms being the north and
south towers.
Each part of the house has its own stair, and
only that of the north tower, which is a turnpike, is wholly internal. It is worth noting that
by this arrangement, while communication was
convenient, privacy was secured without the
use of passages on the upper floors. The
principal staircase, which is of the scale-andplatt type, occupies the lowest part of the south
tower, and is entered from the east . It does not
rise beyond the first floor, but the ascent is
continued by a turret-stair in the north~east
corner. The main block has a service stair, a
turnpike entered from the west and housed
within a projection from the north side to serve
the chambers at its eastern end. A second
projection farther east, which is reached from
the south by a passage giving access also to the
kitchen quarters and to the gardens on the
north, contains the turnpike which leads to the
first two floors of the east tower. The rooms
above are served by a turret-stair in the reentrant angle formed by the west wall of the
projection and the north wall of the tower.
The towers have five storeys, as against three
in the main block. The masonry throughout is
of coursed rubble. The north tower originally
terminated in a parapet, indications of which
can still be seen on the west side, but the whole
of the upper portion has evidently been rebuilt in
1606 with crow-stepped gables and with turrets
projecting from the northern angles. The upper
floor was then lit by semi-dormers, round which
there returned a moulded eaves-course similar
to one on the main block. The roof, howe\;er,
now oversails both turrets and dormers.
In the western gable of the main block the
lowest part has the appearance of being older
than the remainder, and may conceivably be a
remnant of the original barmkin. The upper
part which is surmounted by a late type of
chimney-stalk, has, for greater dignity, been
raised above the level actually necessary to
receive the roof. Thp. windows of both gable
and sides have rounded arrises. Those on the
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surmounted by a circled pediment flanked by
" flame-pots," vases with flames issuing from
them.
The main staircase is unusually wide, and its
flat wooden 17th-century balusters are details
not usually found. The wall-panelling of pine
is not all of one time. At the foot of the staircase a passage leads off to the ground floor,
which contains a series of vaulted chambersone in each of the other towers and two in the
main block. The one at the east end of the
main block is the kitchen which is flanked on
each side by a passage . The arrangement is not
usual and can only be the result of a series of
alterations and extensions.
At the head of the stair the principal apartments lie en suite. The Hall (Fig. 123), which is
on the west, has apparently been contrived from
two if not three chambers thrown into one. In
the north-west corner has been an access to the
stair in the north tower, but this is now closed .
The treatment of the room dat es from the last
quarter of the 17th century, but panelling of
the first quarter of the same century has been
incorporat ed, while the fireplaces are not earlier
than the end of the 18th century. The ceiling
has a moulded cornice of plast er and is divided
by shallow-moulded ribs into panels, which in
three places contain coats of arms, also wrought
in plaster. In the centre a square panel contains
a garland in high relief, the date 1676 appearing
in the spandrels, and within the garland is a
blazon, the shield being ensigned with an Earl's
coronet and supported by two griffins rampant.
The helm is mantled and wreathed, and for
crest there is a demi-lion rampant, gardant.
The shield is parted per pale: dexter, quarterly,
1st and 4th, a royal crown within a double
tressure flory-counter-flory, for the Earldom of
Kellie; 2nd and 3rd, a pale, for Erskine;
sinister, within a bordure, a naked man, for
Dalziel. Alexander Erskine, 3rd Earl of Kellie,
married as his second wife, Mary, daughter of
Sir John Dalziel of Glenae. On a label above
the achievement is the motto, DECORI DECUS
ADDIT AVITO, for Kellie. The coats impaled on
the central achievement are repeat ed separat ely
on shields in the east and west panels.
The dining-room lies at the inner end of the
H all. The walls are panelled and the panels
bear romantic landscapes, painted in oil colour
in the 18th - century mode introduced from
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Holland, where the artist, Pynacker (16211673), was one of the principal practitioners of
this form of decoration. The paintings have a
richer quality than those hitherto noted, for the
warmer colours predominate in place of the
usual greens and blues. The fireplace dat es
from the 18th century. The ceiling has moulded
ribs and in the centre a modelled garland
enclosing a shield parted per pale: dexter, 1st
and 4th, a pale, 2nd and 3rd, a royal crown
within a double tressure flory-count er-flory;
sinister, a saltire, on a chief three cushions, for
Kirkpatrick. *
Opening off the dining-room is the library,
which forms the first floor of the east tower.
The ceiling here (Fig 122) has numerous panels,
which are enclosed by broad shallow ribs with
a scroll enrichment on the soffit, and with
the initials T.V.F. for Thomas, Viscount
Fentoun, t and the date 1617 together wfth
decorative portraits and lion-masks, rosettes
and arabesques. The walls are panelled. The
first floor of the north tower communicated
with the Hall and with the internal north-west
turnpike. It is a single vaulted chamber with
traces of 17th-century panelling on the walls.
. At the second-floor level the main block is
divided into three chambers, of which the one
on the west has been modernised. The central
room h as walls panelled in pine and a coved
ceiling with enrichments. In the centre of the
ceiling a square panel dated 1676 encloses an
ensigned shield bearing the same impaled arms
as are represented in the H all below, with the
difference that on the sinister coat the bordure
is omitted, while a crescent appears in the upper
dexter corner. The east ern room has a plain
ceiling with lion-masks and swags in the corners.
In the upper rooms of the south tower are a
17th-century stone fireplace and a 16th-century
door with reeded panels and stiles and Gothic
hinges, all obviously re-used here. The second
floor of the north tower is not vaulted, although
there are vaulted mural chambers at the northwest and north-east angles. The fireplace dates
from the 16th century; but the windows have
been altered. On the third floor the mural
chambers are repeated, while the western

* Alexander, 3rd Earl of Kellie, married Anna Kirkpatrick.
t Sir Thomas Erskine was created Viscount Fentoun
in 1606 and in 1619 1st Earl of Kellie.
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window has stone seats in the embrasure. The
fourth floor, from which level the tiny turret
rooms are entered, has been modernised. The
turnpike in the north tower has been widened
above first-floor level. To the east, above the
dining-room, lies the" Vine Room," so called
from the scroll work on the plaster coving of the
ceiling (Fig. 121). The enrichment is delicately
modelled and should be compared .with the
library ceiling in Fig. 122. In the centre is an
allegorical painting signed by the Dutch artist
De Witt. Ceiling and picture date from the
last quarter of the 17th century.
In the first half of the 19th century the house
fell into disrepair and became almost ruinous,
but in 1878 it was taken on lease by the late
Professor Lorimer, who restored it judiciously.
It is now in occupation. Cf. Cast. and Dom.
Arch., ii, p. 125.
xxii N.W. 20 June 1927.

[CARNBEE.

On plan the house comprises an oblong main
block of three storeys with projecting pavilions
at the four corners, but the space at the sides
between the pavilions has been built up at a
comparatively recent date. The north front of
the main block, which, it is clear, was originally
a storey lower, has a gable at each end, and the
western gable also has 0 bviously been heightened.
The masonry is of rubble. The windows of the
main block are rounded at jamb and lintel. A
Venetian window and a porch are relatively
modern additions. The pavilions have moulded
eaves-courses, back-set and channelled quoins,
and window margins. In each of the screen
walls there is a central doorway with three
niches on either side. The t erminal pavilions
are two-storeyed and provide, on the lower
floors, a laundry on the east and a coach-house
on the west. In detail these two buildings are
very similar to other work of Bruce's at Hopetoun, West Lothian. 2 In the garden front is a
doorway with a pediment, partly
I\~ Ba1caskie House.-The mansion of Bal- central
caskie stands amid pleasant parks, sloping obscured by a modern verandah, bearing a
towards the sea, II miles west of Pittenweem monogram D.I.S., possibly for one of the
Station. Since 1745, the date borne on the Strangs, who preceded the Moncrieffs in the
piers of the entrance gates, there has been an . property. The upper windows here are semiapproach from the east, but the original dormers, and it is possible that the wall-head
approach was from the north-west, where a has been raised on this side also. Below the
straight avenue leads to a forecourt now sills of some of the lower windows are dummy
enclosed in front by a yew hedge, at the back , gun-holes.'
The principal apartments are on the first
by the house (Fig. 358), and at the sides by
curving screen-walls with terminal pavilions floor. On the north is a gallery, and behind it
which house the offices. This was a favourite the library with a modelled plaster ceiling
lay-out of Sir William Bruce, architect to containing a picture panel on canvas, the .
Charles II and the designer of Kinross House dining-room with a modelled ceiling having a
(No. 568), who purchased Balcaskie from the picture panel executed on plaster, and the
Moncrieffs in 1665. At that date there was drawing-room, the ceiling of which has flat
already a house upon the site, which is referred panels save at the oval centre which is in fairly
to in 1647 as the manor-place of Balcaskie,l heavy relief. Above the library is the" globe
and it seems more likely that Bruce altered this room " having a coved ceiling with modelled
older house extensively than that he erected an bands, from which depends a globe bearing the
entirely new building. H e occupied Balcaskie zodiacal signs. A modelled plaster ceiling in a
for nearly twenty years and was probably room to the east of this bears the intertwined
responsible for the laY-Qut of the gardens, which initials of Sir William Bruce and his first wife,
are designed leading down towards the sea, Mary H alkett of Pitfirrane.
Balcaskie is occupied and is in good preservawith the house in the background. The
garden or south front opens on a lawn. tion.
Beneath this, at a lower level, is a terraceHISTORICAL N oTE.-On the Balcaskie families
garden, and still lower the walled garden. A
vista is formed in the wooded parks beyond, see East Ne~tk of Fife, pp. 270-8. Sir Robat
giving a view of the Lothian coast and the Anstruther purchased the estate about 16g8.
Sibbald in 1710 described Balcaskie as " a very
Bass Rock.
47
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On the south face a series of cup-markings and
an impression like a small foot are visible on the
upper portion. The cup-markings vary in
diameter from It to 4 inches and in depth from
a hardly perceptible hollow to Ii inches.

pretty new house, with all modern conveniences
of t erraces, gardens, parks, and planting."3
1 Inquis. SPec. Fife, No. 728 .
2 Inventory,
West Lothian, No. 280. 3 History of Fife, etc.
(ed. 1803), p. 338.
xxii S.W. 27 May 1926.

xxii S.W. 8 July 1929.

86 Dovecot, Carnbee.-A rectangular dovecot
st ds in a field to the north of the Cot House,
Carnbee. It is built of rubble, has probably
been h arled, and may be of lat e 16th-century or
early 17th-century date.

/

CAIRN.

87. Cairn, Kellie Law.-About 600 yards
south-east of the farm of Greenside and on the
crest of K ellie Law, a st eep hill which rises to a
h eight of 800 feet above sea-level, is a large
grass-grown cairn, constructed apparently of
small stones and now slightly hollow on the top.
On the west, where the ground beyond is fairly
level, it has an average height of about 4-t feet .
On the east, where the descent is more rapid,
excavation would be necessary before any
accurat e estimat e of its dimensions could be
arrived at . Its diameter, however, is probably
about 56 feet.
A circular depression, 12 feet in diamet er and
It feet in depth, lying immediately to the west
of the cairn may be the work of a military
survey party who, many years ago, encamped
for some weeks on the hill top.
xxii N.W. 8 July 1925.

r

MISCELLANEOUS.

) 89. Armorial Pediment, Cot House, Carnbee.On the southern gable of the eastern wing of the
Cot Houses at Carnbee is a triangular pediment .
The tympanum bears a shield parted per pale:
dexter, a lion rampant and a chief, for Moncrieff ;
sinister, three mullets within a bordure fiorycounter-fiory, for Murray. On the dexter side
in three raised rings linked together, are in
raised letters, the initials S.I.M. for Sir John
Moncrieff, and similarly, on the sinister side,
are the initials L.M.M. for Lady Mary
Murray, his second wife. A date in raised
figures appears below and must be intended for
1638, although it seems to read 1038; above
the shield, in raised letters in monogram, are
the initials S.I.M. and below this a date 183(8
or 6) has been incised. Sir John succeeded to
the property in 1625. 1
1 East Neuk of Fife, p. 333.
xxii N.E. (unnoted). 16 July 1928.

xxii N .E. (unnoted). 16 July 1928.

SITES.

o. Cairn, Carnbee Law.- Carnbee Law is a
conti uation to the north-east of the same ridge
as K ellie Law; there are now no traces of the
cairn that is supposed to have existed here.
xxii N.W. 8 July 1925.

STANDING STONE .

88. Standing Stone, Easter Pitcorthie.- This
red sandstone block (Fig. 21) stands, between
the 150 and 200 cont ours, about 600 yards northwest of the farm-house. It is set up with its
main axis due east and west and has a n oticeable
inclination towards the east. Nine boulders h ave
been placed round it in a circle at a distance of
about a foot from the base. Its height is 7 feet 9
inches, and it tapers in thickness from 19 inches
at the base on the east side to a thin top, while
its girth of 10 feet 3 inches below is reduced to
7 feet 9 inches above. The surface is very
badly weathered, particularly on the north face.

[CARNBEE .

9 Cairn, Cumner Law.- This site is 500 feet
abe sea-level, but no vestiges of the cairn can
now b e seen.
xxii N.W. 8 July 1925.

X. 92. Earth-House, near Baldutho Craig.- At a
pOl t on the sloping ground close to the east
edge of the quarry at Baldutho Craig, what was
b eliev ed to be an earth-house was discover ed
about the year 1894 or 1895 by a ploughman in
the employment of Mr. Gray, who was then
t enant of the farm. It was clear ed out and
afterwards covered over. But, according to such
48
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information as is available, a low doorway,
facing almost due north and marked by two
side stones, gave access to a single compartment
about 6 feet in height and shaped roughly like
the letter S, but wider at the south end than
at the north.
xxii N.W. (unnoted). 8 July 1925.

CARNOCK.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

~3. Old Parish Church.-The old parish
church, now a ruin, stands in the churchyard
at the northern end of the village. It dates

10

5

0

11111111111

10 FEET
1

FIG. 125.-0ld Parish Church, Carnock (No . 93).

from the 13th century but was partly rebuilt
and otherwise repaired in 1602 by Sir George
Bruce of Carnock, whose initials with this date
and a rose are cut on the south-east skew-put.
The church, which is single-chambered, is oblong
on plan, measuring 42 by I7! feet internally.
The masonry, where unaltered, is fairly cubical
and is built in courses I I inches in height. The
west gable, both doorways, the south porch,
and all of the windows, save those in the east
gable and one in the north wall, are additions.
The original windows are lancets with obtusely
pointed heads, and the rebate for the case is
always external. Above those in the east gable
there has been another window, of which one
jamb. only remains. The inserted windows are
or have been lintelled. The doorways are
round-arched. Within the church, the east
gable is recessed beneath the windows to accom-

4

[CARNOCK.

modate the altar, and on the north or left-hand
side of it, at a height of I foot II! inches above
the floor level, is another recess 2 feet 2 inches
in width, I foot 6t inches deep, and 3 feet 6
inches in height, with a round-arched head.
This second recess has been shelved and provided
with a door, but these features are not original.
Galleries were another later addition.
In the east wall of the porch, near its junction
with the nave wall, is a small sinking with an
ogival head. It measures 6 inches in height by
4t inches in width and has a depth of It inches.
The west gable is surmounted by a I7thcentury belfry.
INSCRIBED STONEs.-On the inner side of the
north wall of the church is a stone inscribed:
MR.W.ROW /PASTOR.ANNO /DO.I638, while a stone
below it is inscribed: GEORGE /BRVCE /OF CARNOK.
SUNDIAL.-At wall-head level, beside the
south-west angle of the church, is inserted a
semi-octagonal sundial dated 1683.
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS.-(I) At the east
end of the church is the burial enclosure of John
Row, the historian and minister of Carnock.
On the back is a panel bearing the inscription,
which has been renewed in places: HIC.IACET.
M.W. ROW. PASTOR. HVIVS. ECCL/ESIAE. FIDELISS.
VIXIT . ACERRIMVS . VERITA/TIS . ET . FOEDERIS.
SCOTICANI . ASSERTOR . HI /ERARCHIAS . PSEVDOEPISCOPALIS . ET. ROM /ANORVM . RITVVM . CORDICITVS . OSOR. IN . FR /EQVENTI . SYMMYSTARVM.
APOSTASIA. CV /m . INSTAR. CONSTANTISS . DVXIT .
GRISEL/IDEM (sic) . FERGVSONAM . CVM . QVA .
ANNIS . 51 / CONIVNCTISSIME . VIXIT . HVIC .
ECCLESI£ / ANNIS. 54 . PRAEFVIT . OBIIT . IVNII .
26.ANNO / DOM.I646.AETATIS.78.0BIIT.ET / ILLA.
IANVARII.30.I659: (" H ere lies Master John
Row, a most faithful pastor of this church. To
the end of his life he was a stout champion of
the truth and of the Scottish Covenant, and
hated from the bottom of his heart the pseudoEpiscopal hierarchy and the rites of Rome; in
the apostacy of many of his fellow-ministers he
firmly stood four-square. He married Grizel
Ferguson, with whom he lived in closest amity
for fifty-one years. This church was his charge
for fifty-four years and he died 26 June 1646 at
the age of seventy-eight. She too died 30
January 1659.")
Above this panel is a raking pediment,
enriched with scrolls and with a thistle-shaped
49
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finial. In the upper part of the tympanum are
two panels bearing in Hebrew the inscription
BETH OLAM, meaning "house of eternity"
(" long home" in Eccles. xii, 5) or " grave."*
In the lower part is a shield, accompanied by
the initials M.I.R. and G.F., which is parted
per pale: dexter, a double-headed eagle displayed between two shake-forks, in chief two
mullets; sinister, between three boars' heads
erased, on a chevron, a mullet. At the foot
of the pediment is a later inscription:
HERE LYES ADAM STOBIE OF WESTER LUSCAR!
BORN 1620 DIED 17II & MARGRAT GIBBON HIS
SPOUSE!GRAND CHILD TO MR IOHN ROW BORN
1630 DIED 1670.
(2) South of the church lies a table-stone
commemorating AND ROW GIBSON BURGES AND
GILD BROTHER OF DUNFARMLINE who died in
1624. His initials and those of his wife G.L.
are cut in a panel on the lower part of the stone,
which also contains a garland enclosing a shield
parted per pale: dexter, a chevron between two
keys fesswise, for Gibson; sinister, a key in fess
between three mullets in chief and a huntinghorn garnished in base.
(3) Lying loose against the inner face of the
north wall of the church is a fragment of an
early memorial, the present dimensions of which
are 2 feet I inch by II inches by 31 inches thick.
The fragment, which has evidently been used
as rubble packing, bears on the upper surface
(a) a spiral, 7! inches in diameter, and (b) part
of what may be a foliaceous ornament, 10 inches
in length, although it has the appearance of a
male human figure with arms upraised and a
triquetra between the legs. One edge of the
stone is moulded.
xxxviii N.W. 22 June 1928.
SECULAR BUILDING.
94. Dovecot, South Pitdinnie.-On the farm
of South Pitdinnie is a tall rectangular dovecot
measuring ext ernally 17 feet 2 inches square.
The lintel bears the date 1799, followed by
initials which are now illegible. There is one
string-course in the wall. The flanks are {;rowstepped and contain entrances for the birds,

* John Row (I), tatller of this J ohn (2), introduced
the study of Hebrew into Scotland, and John Row
(3), son of (2), published the first grammar and dictionary of Hebrew to appear in Scotland.

[CERES.

other entrances being formed in the slated roof.
The dovecot contains a potence or pivoted
ladder.
xxxviii N.E. 7 November 1929.
MISCELLANEOUS.
95. Chair, Parish Church.-A fine chair of the
tIme of Charles II is preserved in the modern
parish church. It is made of oak and is an'armchair with a scrolled top. The back, flanked by
Corinthian shafts, is panelled and arcaded, and
its upper part bears, inlaid, an inscription:
SERMONEM VITAE PR£TENDE. PHIL. 2.16 (" Hold
forth the word of life." Ph1:lippians ii, 16), and
the date 1674. The chair has been considerably repaired.
xxxviii N.W. 22 June 1928.
SITES.

~6. Camp (supposed site), near Isle of Canty,
Gowkhall.-All traces of the supposed camp at
this site have been swept away.
xxxviii N.E. 16 May 1925.

J

97· Camps Bank (supposed site).-There are
now no traces of the supposed "Roman"
encampment near the farm of West Camps.
xxxviii N.E. 16 May 1925.CERES.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
>(98. Scotstarvit Tower.-Scotstarvit, though
unoccupied, is in perfect preservation (Fig. 126) .
It stands on high ground about three miles
south of Cupar. Five storeys and a garret in
height, the building is L-shaped on plan, with a
main block 33! by 27i feet and a wing 6 feet
10 inches by 13 feet 2 inches, the latter containing a continuous newel-stair from ground to
parapet. The masonry is of ashlar, laid in
courses from 9t to 15 inches in height. The
only moulding employed at the voids is a
chamfer. The walls rise unbroken to the par'a pet,
which is borne on moulded corbels of two
members and has a moulded cope returning
round small merlons and wide embrasures; the
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FIG. I26.- Scotstan·it Tower (i\o. 98).
To face p. 50.
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and to the lowest storey. The latter runs the
full extent of the main block and has a narrow
window in each gable; on its siqe-walls are
corbels for the flooring of the entre sol. This
upper storey, which is entered from the stair
and is the same size as the lower chamber, has
also windows in the gables but they are larger
than those below and are provided with seats
in the embrasures; the ceiling is an ashlar
barrel-vault. The first and principal floor seems
to have been divided unequally into two

angles of the parapets are furnished with' gunholes.' Within the parapet of the wing rises a
cap-house, which is surmounted by a little
conical stone spire furnished with lucarnes.
The door at the stair-head, giving access to the
parapet-walk, is surmounted by an armorial
panel (Fig. 128), containing a shield parted per
pale: dexter, on a bend a mullet between two
crescents, for Scott; sinister, three bars wavy,
for Drummond. The shield is flanked by the
initials S.1.S., for Sir John Scot, and D.A.D.

PARAPET

THIRD fLOOR

SECOND fLOOR

5

0

CROSS - SECTION

fiRST fLOOR
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10
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FIG. 129.-Scotstarvit Tower (No. 98).

unvaulted apartments, probably' screens' and
Hall. The inner part or Hall has windows
looking north and south and having seats, and
it had ' a fireplace in the gable, which was subseq~ently reduced in size and latterly built up
entirely. In the outer chamber a window, also
with seats, looks east, and there is a garderobe
at the north-east corner, and a sink beside the
entrance. At the same level is a small mural
chamber entered off the staircase, and having
a lamp recess and a window. The second floor
is a single, vaulted chamber having windows
with sea~s to east and south and a built-up
fireplace III the north wall. The third floor is a
poor room, lit only from the lower part of
windows, the sills of which are at the level of the

for Dame Anne Drummond, his first wife, sister
of Sir William Drummond the poet, while
their initials 1.S. and A.D. are repeated below.
At the bottom of the panel is the date 1627,
and this date appears again, in much later
figures, on the upper face of the moulded
margin. The position of the panel is unusual,
and it seems to be a later insertion. The main
roof rises from the parapet-walk and is covered
with stone slates; the gables are crow-stepped.
The chimneys are slender, which accounts for
the unusual double stalk on the west~rn side.
Within the re-entrant angle, which opens to
the south-west, lies the entrance, a doorway
with a semi-circular roll-moulded head. Here a
little mural lobby gives access to the stair foot
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parapet-walk. There is a fireplace in the west
gable, and on the side walls are corbels to
support the flooring of the garret which seems
to have been by way of contrast a pleasant
chamber, adequately lighted and formerly
containing an ornate fireplace (Fig. 127), now
removed to the present proprietor's mansion of
Hill of Tarvit. Its lintel bears the arms and
initials of Sir John Scot and Dame Anne
Drummond with the motto, SPE EXPECTO, and
on the pediment are their monogram and the
date 1627. It is quite exceptional to find so
elaborate a fireplace in a garret chamber,
and it may be assumed that in this case the
garret was the laird's private room or st~dy,
for which purpose it was not ill-suited, being
removed from the household and having a
pleasant outlook on all sides.
There is no room within the tower which can
be identified as the kitchen; it may have been
in an outbuilding, of which slight traces remain
on the west. The well lies about 50 yards
south of the house.

[CERES.

years before Sir John Scot acquired the lands.
But if it does not refer to the building of the
tower, there does not appear to be any particular reason for the date 1627 above the door
leading to the parapet-walk, unless it be that
certain alteration sand repairs--e.g. the insertion of the ornate fireplace with the same date-·
were carried out in that year.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 588.
2 Ibid.,
No. 747. 3 Ibid., s.a., No. 406. 4 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 2926. Cf. also Cast. and Dom. Arch., 11,
P·40 .
xiii S.E. 8 June 1925.

j.. 99. Craighall Castle.-Behind the farm-house
of Craighall, about three-quarters of a mile
south-east of Ceres, the ruin illustrated in Fig.

t

-" - - --- -- - - - - -------,

I

I
CARVED STONES.-There are two carved
I
I
1
stones in the interior. One, which is underI
I
stood to have been removed from Wemyss Hall,
I
I
now Hill of Tarvit, is dated 1723 and bears the
inscription, A WIGHT MAN NEVER WANTED A
WAPON W.E. (William Balfour); below is a
shield bearing: A chevron between three tadpoles, a crescent and star for difference. The
arms are those of Russell, David Balfour of
Kinloch having married the heiress of Russell of
Bankton and Kingskettle, while William
10 5 0
10
20 FEET
Balfour succeeded his brother David.
-11111t1111t1111t1111t111r+I--+I--+1 C. ~.T. C.
The second stone is a very elaborately carved
FIG. 130.-CraighaU Castle (No. 99).
circular vaulting - boss of early 16th-century
date, 2! feet in diameter. The border is a
garland and encloses a crowned shield bearing 132 stands on a plateau sloping towards the west,
where the entrance gate to the approach lies
the Royal Arms; the lion faces sinister.
amidst farm buildings, some of which date from
HISTORICAL NOTE. - Sir John Scot pur- the 17th century. The entrance has passed
chased "Tarvett" from Alexander Inglis in through a gate tower, which in two places is
16rr,1 and in 1612 his lands in Fife were dated 1657, but which has subsequently underincorporated as the barony of Scotstarvit .2 Sir gone certain modifications. The lower part has
John was Director of the Chancery and the been a transe with a lofty archway at either end,
author of The Staggering State of the Scots the inner being plain, the outer elaborately
Statesmen, &c. Although there is no reference treated with rusticated piers in the Renaissance
10 any building in a charter of 1550,3 a charter of manner. The panel-space above this archway
1579 mentions a tower as existing on the barony is empty.
The house has been built in at least two
of Tarvet. 4 The tower therefore may already
have been in existence for more than thirty periods, but in its present state is fragmentary,
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FIG. 13I.-Str uthers Castle (No. 100).

FIG. 132 .-Cr:1igh a U Castle (No . <)0).
T o face p. 52.
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little more than the front remaining entire.
The plan, in its first stage in the early 17th
century, seems to have included a long oblong
main block with a small projecting wing, set
almost midway on the north, and two symmetrical wings projecting southwards from the
southern ends. Attached to the more westerly
of the latter, and within the re-entrant angle,
is a stair-tower, which also contains the entrance.
These parts are built in rubble and are indicated
in black on the plan. Such windows as remain
have a quirked edge-roll on the dressings and
are provided with relieving arches; at the
southern angles of the east wing turrets project
on conoidal corbels, which have had an enriched
upper member.
In the last decade of the century the recessed
front was partly infilled with a screen having a
t ower of slight projection to match the existing
stair-tower which was then remodelled t o accord
with the new work. In t~e pediment of the
screen is a cartouche, set on a panel, dated 1697
at the top and having the motto, SPERO SUSPIRO
DONEC at the foot. The cartouche bears : A
chevron between three bezants, for Hope. The
new front is agreeably proportioned and was
probably designed by Sir William Bruce. The
lower part of the screen is built of channelled
ashlar and h as a central, arched doorway
flanked by two square windows; above are
two arcades each having three arches, the
lower ones open arches, the upper ones closed by
balustrades. A deep but slightly projecting
entablature, supporting a segmental pedim ent,
surmounts the whole. The rebuilt stair-tower
and the corresponding later tower have also b een
surmounted by a balustrade, of which little .
remains to-day. These towers were probably
roughcast, so that the traces of alteration in the
western tower, now apparent, would be concealed.
The new entrance opened on a vaulted lobby,
at the western end of which lay the old entrance
and the stair, a new and similar stair being
formed at the other end. All the basement
chambers seem to have been vaulted. The
arrangement of the upper floors cannot be
det ermined in the ruinous state of the structure.
In front of the house, where there has been a
courtyard or garden , is a finely carved eagle
holding a leveret in its left talon ; the height
of the sculpture is 2 feet 4~ inches.

[CERES.

HISTORICAL NOTE.-Sir Thomas Hope first
baronet of Craighall, was Lord Advocate from
1626 till his death in 1646. His son Sir John,
the second baronet, was raised to the bench in
1632 as Lord Craighall. Sir John's brother and
successor, Sir Thomas, was also a judge. Sir
Thomas Bruce Hope, sixth baronet, succeeded
to his mother's estate of Kinross (d. No. 568)
and sold Craighall in 1729. Cf. further, Inventory of Monuments, Midlothian, p . xli ; also Cast.
and Dom. Arch., ii, p. 554.
xiv S.W . 31 May 1927.
00. Struthers Castle.-Struthers Castle, situatea on an open plateau four miles south of
Cupar, is represented merely by a few fragments.
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FIG. 135.-Struthers Castle (No. 100).

It has been a large 16th-century house with
outbuildings behind, but incorporates older
work, as the double gable on the east shows,
while there has also been ext ensive alteration,
probably in the early 18th century (Fig. 131).
There is not sufficient evidence to show what
the form of the first building was, but the 16thcentury house may be definitely described as
L-shaped on plan, set with the re-entrant
opening eastward. The gables indicate that
there were three storeys and a ganet .. The south
gable is buttressed externally. The east gable
is densely covered with ivy. At either side of it
are staged piers, which have been surmounted by
turrets, probably roofed; turrets supported on
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piers are not common in Scotland, and their
application to work of this class is extremely
unusual and possibly unique. A buttress staged
like the piers, but with tabled top, now rises
isolated above the foundations of the outbuildings.
The entrance has been in the western wall,
but was built up when the neighbouring 18thcentury windows were inserted. The upper part
of the southern gable has been rebuilt, and
there are numerous 18th-centurv alterations in
the lower part also. Of the outbuildings little
remains but part of fl vaulted cellar.
DOVECOT. - The dovecot is contemporary
with the house and is complete but has a
modern roof. It is an oblong structure, 26t
by 1St feet, with crow-stepped flanks, on
which the string-course breaks upwards. The
entrance, a doorway chamfered at jamb and
lintel, faces south, and there is a small window
in the eastern wall. The nests are of stone.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1392, Sir William
Keith, the Marischal, exchanged with Sir
William Lindsay of the Byres, the lands of
" Uchterutherstruther" and Wester Markinch
in Fife for the barony and castle of Dunnottar,
then belonging to Lindsay who had married
Keith's daughter. Thereafter the former place,
generally in the shortened form of "the
Strother" or "Struthers," was the principal
seat of the Lindsays of Byres, and so became in
time a property of the Earls of Crawford of that
line.-Scots Peerage, Reg. Mag. Sig.
xiii S.E. 8 June 1925.

X

[CERES.

Bridge" after Archbishop Sharp, crosses the
stream known as t he Craighall or Ceres Burn.
It has a single arch with a span of 27 feet and
a width of 8 feet 3 inches at the ~offit. The
road-way, which is very steep, has a width of
6 feet 4 inches between t he parapets, and rises to
a height of 13 feet 6 inches above the water-level.
xiv N.W. 31 May 1927.
Dovecot, North Callange.-In a park
ind the steading of North Callange there is
a circular tower, probably an old windmill,
which has been fitted with stone nests (Fig. 60).
It is some 30 feet high, and the internal diameter
is 91 feet, the wall being 3t feet thick.
103 .

(<5'

xiv N.W. (unnoted) . 9 May 1928 .

r4ter 17
1 0 4 . Dovecot, Newbigging of Ceres.-On this
farm stands a two-chambered rectangular dovecot measuring externally 12 feet 2 inches by
23 feet. On the lintel of one entrance is the
date 1737.
xiv N.W. (unnoted). 9 May 1928.
1 0 5. Hill of Tarvit, formerly Wemyss Hall.ThIS mansion was built in 1696 from plans by
Sir William Bruce of Kinross. 1 It has been
almost completely altered and modernised.
1

Swan, History of Fife (1840), ii, 'p. 39.

xiii N .E. 8 June 1925.
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.

Houses, Ceres.-In the vicinity of the
Bishop Bridge (No. 102) is the Weigh House, a
plain 17th-century tenement with scrolled
skew-puts. At the entrance are a pair of jougs
and a panel representing scales, with a weight
on one side and a bale on the other, and superscribed, GOD BLESS THE JUST. Close at hand is
a 17th-century house having a lintel inscribed,
M.M. 1669. Another house has a lintel inscribed, 1707 A.P. M.B.
101.

xiv N.W. 31 May 1927.
:/:.. 102. "Bishop Bridge." - At the south-east
end of Ceres village a small 17th-century bridge
(Fig. 63), locally known as the "Bishop
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X06. Fort, Scotstarvit Covert.-This fort lies
op the face of a steep hill-side about a quarter
of a mile east from the farm of New Scotstarvit,
at an elevation of 350 feet above sea-level.
The site has at one time been thickly wooded,
and, in cutting down the trees, the ramparts,
which are nowhere more than 3 feet high, have
been much spread and in places broken to
provide a passage. The construction is of a
simple character consisting . of two roughly
circular lines of rampart, lying one within the
other and composed almost entirely of earth.
The inner line is now very much spread and
broken, but it appears to have enclosed an area
about 24 feet in diameter. The outer one is more

CERES.]

INVENTORY OF .MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

clearly defined, although much broken upon
the north-west quadrant. At the west there are
indications of an entrance 12 feet wide. The

[COLLESSIE .

within the churchyard, north-east of the church.
It contains several 17th-century tombstones.
xiv N.W. 31 May 1927.

X I09. Fireplace.-Built into the south-east wall

100 FEET

I

FIG.

I

36.-Fort, Scotstarvit (No. 106) .

fort measures approximately 120 feet by 150
over all.

of an old garden lying t o the south-west of
Ceres Church is a double fireplace of the
17th century with a sculptured frieze panel
measuring 4 feet 2 inches by 2 feet, and representing a cavalry skirmish. At the dexter
side t wo horsemen, one having a pennon, are
issuing from a wood at a canter; towards the
sinister side a horseman with sword erect
gallops over a recumbent figure; in the lower
sinister corner is a hill with a piper marching up
one side and five foot-men marching down the
other. In the upper sinister corner are two
oak trees. The fireplace is incomplete, the
upper part, which apparently contained an
armorial panel, being missing. The panel has
been replaced by a carved effigy, of date not
earlier than the late 18th century, and probably
executed by a local mason, representing a large
Toby jug; on the base is inscribed, PROVOST.
xiv N.W. 31 May 1927.

f~et

xiii S.E. 26 April 1926.
MISCELLANEOUS.

.Y

107. Effigy, Ceres Church.- In the vestibule
of the modern parish church is a I5thcentury recumbent effigy of a knightly figure
(Fig. 155) in a remarkable state of preservation, the only mutilation visible being
a slight flattening of the nose. The figure
measures 5 feet 9 inches by I foot 10 inches
and is clad in plate-armour, the head resting on
a pillow and the feet on a lion. The hands are
crossed on the breast, and each finger bears a
ring. From the elaborat ely decorated swordbelt a dagger is suspended on the right side.
A sword with straight quillons and fan -shaped
pommel lies beneath the left elbow.

SITE.

v\'

110. Urn-field.-An urn-field was discovered
early in the 19th century a little way down
the east side of Scotstarvit Hill. It is said to
have included thirty urns placed in a circle,
with one in the centre having a broad flagstone
covering it. A similar setting has been noted
in the parish of Forgan. (Cf. No. 274). Cf.
Small's Interesting Roman An#quities in Fife,
P·247·

COLLESSIE.
SECULAR BUILDING.
I I 1. Dovecot, Melville House.-Beside the
bac entrance from the Cupar road to Melville
House, and opposite Windmill Cottages, is a
dovecot of unusual form, of further interest as
possessing a potence, that is, a movable access
to the upper nests. It stands on a mound,
obviously artificial, below part of which lies a
vaulted chamber, and is circular, having
apparently been contrived from the remains of

xiv N.W. 31 May 1927.

~

108. Lindsay Vault,
Ceres Church.- The
burial vault of the Lindsay family is a detached
oblong structure of the 17th century, lying
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a windmill. It has an internal diameter of ~~ -tt
CAIRNS.
feet, and the walls, measured over the nests,
Bell-barrow, Cairnfield Muir.-In a
are 3 feet 2 inches thick, tapering to a slated
co
er
of
Cairnfield Muir adjoining the west
roof with crow-stepped flanks (Fig. 58).
side of the cultivated land, close to the railway
xiii N.W. (unnoted) . 25 June 1925.
from Ladybank to Collessie and about a
quarter of a mile north-east from the farmhouse at Cairnfield, is a circular mound of earth
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS.
surrounded by a broad trench and a single
earthen rampart. It lies at an elevation of 150
)<. 112. I Maiden Castle Fort, supposed Site of. f'!et above sea-level and is marked on the O.S.
an elevation of 200 feet above sealevel close to the south side of the highway
from' Collessie to Auchtermuchty, and broken
into on the north by the road, are the remains
of the supposed fort of Maiden Castle. It
has been a rectangular enclosure, lying w,ith
its main axis north and south and measunng
over all 68i feet by 61 feet, but there is
nothing about it to suggest that it has b~en a
position of importance. The rampart IS of
earth and rises only slightly above the surrounding level. At the south-east end two
narrow and not very deep trenches have been
cut through it, as if some tentative examination
had been attempted.
xii N.E. 5 June 1925.

R.

Agabatha Castle (" supposed British
Fort--").-This site is now under cultivation and
no traces of the so-called fort remain. The
position is referred to in the S~atistical.Accounts
of the parish. In the later notIce (vol. IX, p. 28),
it is said that "The east ern fort was called
Agabatha, or marsh-field castle. T~is .name
was appropriat e to its situation, as, wlthm the
last forty years, the fields adjoining the little
eminence called a castle, were a complete marsh,
although now under cultivation. The eminence
itself was surrounded by a ditch or moat,
forming in a remote age the most effective kind
of fortification. Several relics of antiquity have
been found at this place. Among others a
quem or hand-mill of mica slate, a mi~eral not
belonging to Fife. A number of coms also,
belonging t o the reign of Edward I of England,
were here turned up by the plough." Cf. also
Statistical Account (1792), vol. ii, p. 418.
The possibility of the construction having
been a mediaeval mote-hill and not a fort
should not be overlooked.
xii N.E. 5 June 1925.

map as a tumulus, being a well-defined barrow
of "bell" type (Fig. 137). The trench has
had an average depth of about 2 feet, and the
bank varies from I I inches in height above
outside level on the north-west to I foot 3
inches on the north, and rather more on the
east, according to the slight slope of the ground.
The construction is nearly circular, the over-all
measurements being approximately 82 feet
from north to south, 86 feet from east to west,
85 feet from north-west to south-east, and 83
feet from north-east to south-west. The outer
bank averages about 20 feet in width from base
t o base, and the inner mound, which rises about
2 feet 3 inches, is 32 feet in diamet er from north
to south and 30 feet from east to west.
xiii S.W. 29 May 1925.
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Tumuli on Melville Moor.~Three tumuli,
e' ntly of "bell" type, which formerly
existed on Melville Moor to the north of Ladybank, were examined about I870-I under the
direction of Sir H. Dryden, and an account of
the excavation was communicated to the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland by the Rev.
Jas. Brodie, Monimail. See Proc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., ix (I870-2), p. I5I.
xiii N.W. (unnoted).

[CRAIL.

have been other sculpturings, but the surface is
worn and weathered.
xiii N.W. 5 June I925·
MISCELLANEOUS.

.>( IIB

Stone dated 1636.-A stone with the
da e I636, in raised figures of approximately
4 inches in height, is built into the south wall of
one of the steading buildings at Newton of
Collessie, and in the west gable of the same
buildings are several pigeon entrances, which
suggest the former existence of a dovecot.
xiii N.W. (unnoted). 5 June I925·

1I6.) Cairn, Gask Hill, Newton. - The
re cis of this tumulus lie about 200 yards
south-east of the church at Collessie, at an
elevation of 200 ·feet above sea-level and close
to the west side of the roadway. The tumulus
SITES.
was excavated in I876-77, when a number of
relics were recovered, which are now in the Jot 119· Chapel, near Collessie.-A little hillock
National Museum. Full details of the excava- CQye.r d with trees on the north-west side of the
tion are recorded in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xii 'village is said to mark the site of a chapel, but
(I877-78), pp. 439-461. The over-all dimensions no remains can be seen. The name" Chapelof the cairn, as it now exists, are: North to ford" still lingers in association with a passage
south 84 feet, east to west 66 feet, north-west to across the stream on the west side of the railway.
south-east 85 feet 6 inches, north-east to southxii N.E. 5 June I925·
west 80 feet. On the south three stones closely
wedged together appear to be still in their
120. Cairn (?), Braeside. - Small records
original position.
another structure, possibly a cairn, which " had
xiii N.W. (" Tumulus") 5 June I925.
stood on that pointed eminence on the farm of
Braeside, near which a large upright stone yet
stands." - 1 nteresting Roman Antiquities in Fife.
STANDING STONE.
p. 225 . Nothing of it remains.
xii N.E. (unnoted).
Standing Stone, near Newton.-In a field
lands of Melville, about 300 yards northo
east of the farm-house of Newton of Collessie,
and almost on the crest of rising ground, at an
CRAIL.
elevation of 200 feet above sea-level, is the
Standirtg Stone of Newton. It is a tall pillar of
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
sandstone of irregular form, somewhat rounded
12I. Parish Church, Crai1.-The church of
in appearance in the lower portion of its height,
and has apparently been broken, as a block of Crail (Fig. I33), standing within its churchyard
similar material is lying loose at its base. It is at the eastern end of the burgh, is one of the
set with its main axis north-west and south- most interesting buildings of its class in the
east, and rises to a height of 9 feet. The girth county. Although there has been considerable
at base is 7 feet and, at 5 feet up, 7 feet 2 inches. alteration, it is nevertheless clear that the
The stone has been sculptured in at least two building was first laid out in the form of an
places, but the details are now almost inde- unaisled rectangular nave and chancel. The
cipherable. The sculpturings occur high up on only datable feature left on the original
the stone, one being an incised figure of a man masonry is a trigonal string-course, at what had
or huntsman- the lower limbs only remailung been the northern junction of nave and chancel,
distinct- and the other a narrow incised" arch" which suggests a date in the second half of the
with an indefinite design below it. There may I2th century. It is probable, however, that
57
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146, where the original north-east angle of the
nave is indicated by a race-band, marked B-B
on the illustration, and is also defined by a
return on the trigonal string-course. On the
upper part of the east gable of the nave can be
traced the original wall-head with its' dripping
eaves' and that of the chancel with its roof line.
Since then there have been many changes.
The gable has been cut down to suit the present
roof, which is considerably flatter than the one
which it replaced and which continues over the
aisles, formerly provided wIth roofs of their own.

additional evidence of period is afforded by
three architectural fragments, unfortunately
not in situ, which can only be part of an archway
from a local church built in the Romanesque
style of c. II75, presumably the church of Crail.
These are a cushion capital and a triple-rolled
base, both used in the walling of the Tolbooth
(No. 124), and a voussoir bearing traces of a
beak-head, which is now in the possession of a
local resident.
There is no uncertainty as to the next stage
in the development of the church, which, to
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FIG. 138.-Parish Church, Crail (No. 12 1).

judge by the architectural detail, occurred in
the first twenty years of the 13th century. At
that time the original nave was virtually razed,
little but the east gable being left, and was
rebuilt with north and south side-aisles and
with the present western tower, which was
evidently intended to be a storey higher. The
aisles were roofed at a lower level than the nave,
leaving the upper part of the nave wall to
provide a clear-storey; the original roof line of
the south aisle can be traced on its west wall
(A-A on Fig. 147). The chancel arch (Fig. 143)
was remodelled in accordance with the prevailing fashion.
Evidence of this first reconstruction is most clearly seen at the northern
junction of nave and chancel shown on Fig.

The old clearstorey is thus completely obscured,
but an illustration of 1877* reveals it as then
visible and the south aisle as ruinous and unroofed. The chancel has been reduced in length.
The north aisle has been ext ensively patched;
only the three lower courses, which include the
rybats of a small door moulded with a filleted
and quirked edge-roll, can be identified as
13th-century work, although one of the 13thcentury windows - a lancet now infilledremains in the east gable. In the south aisle
the corresponding gable contains a similar
window, but the southern wall has been entirely
rebuilt. In its western gable is a window with

* Register oj the Collegiate Church oj Crail, Grampian
Club, 18 17, p. 5.
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pointed head, brought from elsewhere, from
which the tracery and original mullion have
been removed. Beside this window is a consecration cross, 12 inches in diameter, * and
below it is a much worn stone, on which, it is
said, arrows used to be sharpened.
Apart from a proj ection for a stair at the
north-west corner, the tower (Figs. 133, 134),
which is 63 feet 2 inches from ground to parapet,
measures on plan 19 feet IO inches by 17 feet
4 inches over walls. Round it there runs a
splayed basement-course with a moulded upper
member, which returns on the north aisle,
showing these two parts to be contemporary.
Externally it is divided by string-courses into
six stages, while internally there are three
storeys, the lowest of which is lit by two lancets
to the west and a third facing south. The
middle storey has two lancets opening respectively to the west and south, while the top storey,
which was the bell-chamber, has a pointed
doublet-window in each wall. The parapet and
the spire- the stone staging on the south side of
which is a clock support- date from the 16th
century. The present entrance is relatively
modern. The tower originally opened into the
church through a lofty transitional archway
(Fig. r40), now infilled, which is built in two
orders, each having a quirked angle-roll. The
capitals are foliaceous, bearing a wat erleaf;
the bases are now hidden . Transitional in
design are the corbels intended to carry the
floor of an uppermost or fourth storey, which
has either been removed or never built at all.
The arcade of the nave, which is five bays in
length, has circular pillars with moulded capitals
and wat er-holding bases. The arches are
chamfered and are built in two orders, and in the
spandrels are clearstorey lancet windows, which
have first been enlarged on the inside and then
entirely infilled. The remodelled chancel arch
is obtusely pointed and is in two orders with
roll-and-hollow mouldings. Its jambs have a
bold inner semi-shaft and a small outer shaft,
while their capit als (Fig. 14I) h ave rounded and
moulded abaci and stiff-leaved foliage. As
the bases, which are water-holding, are now
three feet above the level of the nave floor,
it is obvious that the chancel was elevat ed.
The whole interior, however, besides being

[CRAIL.

short ened, has been modernised, and a loft has
been inserted. In the lower part of the north
wall are the remains of a tomb-recess of uncert ain date.
ARMORIAL AND CARVED PANELS .-Some oak
panels are incorporated in the pine wainscot
and seating of the church. The following three
are set on the north side of the church. No. I
bears the initials I.L. on a label above a shield
blazoned: On a chevron three mascles, for
Learmonth; below the shield is the dat e 1594.
NO . 2 has the same initials and the Learmonth
motto SPERO; the shield is blazoned: Quart erly, ISt and 4th for Learmonth, 2nd and 3rd,
on a bend three roses, for Dairsie, the whole
representing Learmonth of Balcomie. No. 3
dat ed 1594 and bearing the motto ADVYSEDL Y
above a shield flanked by the initials D.M. is
blazoned: A chevron between three roundels
for Myrton of Cambo. On the south side of the
church are- No. 4 a 16th-century moulded
panel; NO.5, which bears the motto, SALVS
PER CHRISTVM, above a shield flanked by the
initials A.C. and bearing a shake-fork, a st ar in
chief, for Cunningham; below the shield is the
date 1605 t; and No . 6 which has a shield
flanked by the iniLals K.L. above the date
1598, and bearing: Three st ars in chief and a
fess checky, for Lindsay. A portion of a painted
panel of pine (Fig. 142) lies loose beneath the
chancel loft. It formed part of the " Mariners'
Loft," and shows a navigator t aking an observation.
BELL.-A Dutch bell, 24 inches in height and
18 inches in diameter at skirt, h angs in the
belfry . The canons are complet e. On the
shoulder a crest-work and annulets enclose the
inscription in Roman lettering: PEETER VAN
DE GHEI HEFT MY GHEGOTE
INT IAER
tDcxlm (" Peter Van den Ghein cast me in the
year (I) 614 "). Beneath the inscription are
small reliefs. Among these a cherub with a
trumpet appears twice, once with the date 1614
repeat ed in Arabic numerals beneath, the second
figure being reversed. The other devices are the
burgh arms; a three-masted ship, the name
CRAIL, and male and female . portrait medals,

t This one may refer to Alexander Cunningham,
who was, according to isbet, a bailie of Crail.
t M has been accidentally omitted from the Roman
numerals.

* The church was consecrated by Bishop Bernham
on 21st June 1243.
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the two latter having marginal inscriptions, now
illegible.
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS.- A finely sculptured cross-slab (Fig. 139), which has evidently
been used again in the later 16th century, is built
against the inner face of the wall at the west entrance. The slab is roughly rectangular, standing
6 feet 3 inches above the pavement and measuring 2 feet 6tinchesacrossthe base, 2 feet It inches
across at the top. Except for a panel I I inches
square at the bottom of the dexter side, it is
covered with sculptures in relief. In the centre
is a cross of Celtic design, on the horizontal
arms of which rests a hood or " glory" ornamented with a key pattern. The cross head in
four arms of equal size is ornamented with
interlaced work, but the lower limb is continued
downwards in a narrower shaft, which is
ornamented with a key-pattern and appears to
be supported on the shoulders of a nude human
figure with upraised arms. Below the figure is a
recessed panel of later date, bearing a shield
with a chevron in relief. At the intersection of
the arms of the cross is the head of a longbeaked bird with the body now more or less
obliterated. In each of the upper corners of the
stone is a small serpent, and between the hood
and the intersection a fish-like creature. Below
the arms of the cross are, on the dexter side,
six figures, one below the other, thus: (a) Uncertain; (b) a lamb; (c) an ass; (d) a bird
perched on the back of (e) another animal; and
(1) a winged animal (? dragon) : on the sinister
side, four figures; (a) a harper on a highbacked chair; (b) a horseman; and (c) and (d)
two indecipherable figures of animals. (See
Early Christian Monts., p. 363; and Stuart's
Sculptured Stones, vol. i, pI. 64.)
Another mediaeval slab has been fixed on
the inner side of the chancel gable. It measures
5 feet 7t inches by 2 feet 4 inches ana has an
incised margin containing a six-rayed roundel
in each of the three angles that remain, and a
Latin cross with graduated base; from the
lower edge of the cross arms two incised lines,
ending in lozenges, run downwards and outwards. Beneath the cross is a chalice with a
knob surmounted by a star-shaped wafer. At a
later time the initials D.W. and I.E. have been
cut on either side of the cross-shaft.
Opposite the last is a fragment of a later slab,
the present dimensions of which are 2 feet 7!
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inches in width by 3 feet in height. There has
been a marginal inscription, now missing at the
foot and partially bbliterated at the top, where
the only words legible are: HIC. IACET . VIRGO.
HE ... - -SARNIS . OBIIT . AN[NO]. The centre
of the slab is occupied by a shield flanked by the
initials E.C. and bearing the Cunningham arms,
as represented on the oak panel already described above. Below the shield are inscribed
the words: AL THOH . THE . VORMS . MY . FLESH .
EAT. IN . THIS. PLACE. ZIT . 1. SAL: SE. MY[ GOD]' *
COPED TOMBSTONE.-At the entrance to the
churchyard lies the upper part of a fine coped
tombstone, probably of the later 13th century.
It is I foot 6 inches broad and has a present
length of 2 feet 2 inches. The uppermost
surface is shaped to fit the cross-shaft and
nimbus, which are incised. The shaft has two
incised ribs linked at the top. The nimbus
contains a cross-head with a voided lozengeshaped centre and lozenge-ended limbs. Between each limb is a penannular ornament with
expanded ends. On the dexter side of the tombstone is a sword with depressed quillons and
lozenge-shaped pommel; on the sinister side is .
an open book.
MURAL MONUMENTs.- The churchyard contains an unusually large number of mural
monuments of architectural merit, several of
which have been restored. They are all fully
described in The Churchyard Memorials of
Crail, by Erskine Beveridge, LL.D., Edinburgh,
1893, pp. 64-257. The following are of special
interest:
.
(I) The monument to James Lumsden of
Airdrie (Fig. 144), who died in I598, is the
earliest and most noteworthy in the churchyard. It is interesting to find that, here, at the
end of the 16th century, the little capitals of the
shafts have been copied from early 13th-century
models. In the upper part is an heraldic panel
with helm and mantling. The crest is a hawk
perching on a salmon. The supporters are a
lion and a boar. The shield bears: Within a
bordure a chevron between a wolf's head couped
and a buckle in chief and an escallop in base.
Above the crest is the motto, BE VAR IN TYM,
and below the shield is the date (re-cut) 1598.
On each side of the achievement is a panel.
The dexter panel bears ih monogram " James

* An adaptation of Job,

xix, 26.
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FIG.

144.- Lumsden Tomb.

FIG .

I45 . -Bruce Tomb.

FIG. 146. -Angle of Chancel and Nave.
FIG. I47.- Angle of Tower a nd Nave.
PARISH CHURCH, CRAIL (No. 121)
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Lumsden " and the sinister one the words " of
Airdrie." Each monogram is surmounted in
small lettering by the words which it contains.
The central frieze bears a Latin inscription,
now almost illegible, that on the dexter an
anagram, while on the sinister panel a Latin
inscription records the death of James Lumsden
of Airdrie on 23 August 1598, at the age of 43.
On one return of the frieze is sculptured a male
head, bald and with moustache and beard,
apparently a portrait of the deceased. On the
return opposite is a skull. On the east side of the
frieze is another monogram, I.L.O.A.I.L., for
"James Lumsden of Airdrie," the initials
being repeated for symmetry. On two panels
in the lower part of the monument is an
" Address to the Soul" very much weatherworn.
(2) The monument of William Bruce of
Symbister (Fig. 145), who died in 1630, is
unusual in form, and has probably been
designed from a French engraving. In a niche,
flanked by pilasters enriched with trophies of
arms on one side, and with a series of funeral
emblems on the other, is a life-sized effigy, clad
in plate armour, but wanting the head and
arms. Above the dexter pilaster the frieze is
inscribed, WILLIAM / BRVCE . OF / SYNBASTER
(Symbister, Whalsey, Shetland Isles), and above
the sinister pilaster is an anagram of the
inscription, LOVE. CRIST / Y(E) . LAMBE. B(EW)AR.
OF . SIN. In the pediment is a cartouche,
but the armorial is now illegible. Lying in the
niche is part of a finial bearing a cartouche
with the initial W on the dexter side, the other
initial being missing. The cartouche bears: A
saltire and chief, the latter charged with a
mullet in the dexter point, for Bruce of
Symbister.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The church belonged to
the convent or nunnery of St. Clare, at Haddington. l In 1490, Sir William Myrton was chaplain
of St. Michael the Archangel in the church,
becoming vicar of Lathrisk, now Kingskettle,
in 1509. In 1514 he resigned to the magistrates
and town-council the patronage of St. Michael's
altar, which he had founded. By 1515 four
other chaplainries had been endowed by him in
the parish church-to th~ Virgin Mary, St.
James the Apostle, St. Bartholomew, and St.
Nicholas. Next, on 3 March 1516 /7, Master
Alex. Dunbar, vicar of the church, consented

[CRAIL.

to the erection of the vicarage into a perpetual
provostship, a vicar-pensionary, i.e. a vicar
receiving a fixed stipend (pensio) instead of
teind or tithe, being provided to serve the cure;
the prioress of the nunnery at Haddington
agreed, and Andrew Forman, Archbishop of St.
Andrews, gave apostolic and archiepiscopal
sanction. The parish church was thus made a
collegiate establishment with the chaplainries as
prebends, the bailies and community of the
town transferring to the college their chaplainries of the Holy Rood and Our Lady at the high
altar. The prebends of the college were (I) the
provostry, (2) the aisle of St. Mary the Virgin,
(3) a second portion of St. Mary's aisle, (4) St.
Michael's altar, (5) a second portion of St.
Michael's altar, (6) that of St. James the Apostle,
(7) of St. Nicholas, (8) of St. Bartholomew,
(9) of the Holy Rood, (10) of Our Lady at the
high altar. Later we have mention of altars to
St. Catherine, St. John the Baptist, St. Stephen,
and St. John the Evangelist. The prebendaries were to say the usual daily services and
in addition, on special occasions, prayers for
the welfare of the King and his successors, the
Archbishop and his successors, for themselves,
their benefactors and their predecessors and
successors, and for an the faithful dead. The
royal charter of confirmation and mortification,
sanctioned by Parliament, is dated 1526. A list
survives, undated, of the" ornaments," vestments, vessels, crosses, and books within the
church: the total weight of the silver work was
323 ounces. In connection with the Collegiate
Church, Sir William Myrton also established a
grammar school and school -of music. 2
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., 1458, No. 610. 2 Charters of the Collegiate Church of Crail, passim.
Cf. also Eccles. Arch., iii, p. 263.
xvi S.W . .13 June 1927.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

~. Airdrie.- The house of Airdrie (Fig. 152),
lyin two and three-quarter miles west-northwest of Crail, dates from 1588. It has, however,
undergone considerable alteration, and few
features of special interest remain. On plan it is
an 0 blong two-storeyed block lying east and west
and measuring 78i by 21t feet. A wing, 12t feet
square at base but off-set above, projects on the
southern side at 28 feet west of the east gable.
61
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This originally contained a scale-and-platt stair
and two upper chambers, one above the other,
but the staircase (which led to the first floor of
the main block) has now been removed. A
turret, corbelled out on a squinch arch within
the western re-entrant angle, houses a stair
which serves the upper floors of the main block
and the lower chamber of the wing. Its upper
part is developed to the square and is surmounted by a parapeted look-out reached from
a second turret-stair, corbelled out within the
eastern re-entrant angle and giving access also
to the upper chamber of the wing. This latter
stair terminates in a cap-house with a domed
stone roof, lying within a parapet which is
pierced with quatrefoiled loops to west and
south and has two tiny mock turrets on the
southern side. On the wing, and returning
round the western turret, are two moulded
courses, the lower enriched with a cable ornament. On its eastern face is the lintel of an
upper window bearing a monogram, apparently
M.C.L.O.A., flanked by a lion rampant and a
boar or otter. Over it is an empty panel-space
having a border sculptured with animals on the
upper part and with male figures at the sides.
A little window above is set between finials
dated IS88 and terminating in human heads.
The masonry is harled, the dressings being
exposed. The windows of the main block have
been enlarged, and the roof, skews, and chimneystalks are modern. Internally the house has
been modernised, and a new staircase has been
constructed within the main block.
HISTORICAL NOTE.- John" de Lummysden "
had the barony of Airdrie in 14S0.1 In 160S
Robert Lumsden with consent of his wife
Isob~lle Cor sold the lands and barony to
William Turnbull of Pittencrieff.2 Forty years
later, lands and barony "with the tower and
manor-place" were in possession of John
Preston, eldest son of Sir John Preston of
Pennycook. 3 At the beginning of the 18th
century the place belonged to Mr. Philip
Anstruther.4
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 402. 2 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 60S. 3 Ibid., s.a., No. 1607. 4 Sibbald's
History of Ftfe, Etc. (ed . 1803), p. 360.
xv S.E. 18 June 1927.
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Balcomie Castle.-Out on Fife Ness,
62

within half a mile of the shore, are the remains
of a large mansion of the later 16th century, to
which a modern house with offices and farmsteading has been attached. The old building
formed the southern side of a courtyard and
was apparently laid out on a symmetrical plan,
having a main block lying east and west, with a
wing projecting from each of the southern
corners. The western wing contained a turret-
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stair corbelled out within the eastern re-entrant
angle. But the principal staircase has been a
turnpike projecting externally from the north
wall of the main block, and the main entrance
probably lay at the stair-foot. Subsequently,
however, a projection containing a doorway
was formed at the north end of the east gable
of the main block, and an outbuilding was run
out northwards as far as the gatehouse, which
stood at the eastern end of the enclosure. Of
this extension no traces remain except a vaulted
chamber with an upper floor immediately south
of the gatehouse. In a still later alteration the
space between the 'wings on the southern side
of the house was filled up with a low, vaulted

Ancient and Historical Monuments--Fife , Kinross, and Clackmannan.

FIG. 149.-Balcomie Castle: Gatehouse (No. 123).

FIG. Iso.- Creich Castle (No. I4I ) .

FIG . IS r.--Abbey House, Culross (1'<0. 153)·

To f ace

p. 02.
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FIG. 152.-·-Airdrie (No. 122 ).

FIG . I53.-To1booth, Crail (No. 124).
To fac e p. 63·

CRAIL.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

[CRAIL.

structure. Only the west wing and the western and above the arch are three armorial panels
part of the main block are complete, the other within moulded margins. The central panel,
parts being too fragmentary to admit of which appears to have been an insertion of a
date later than those on either side, bears on
description.
The main block has been four storeys in a label SANS FEINTISE, and for crest two
height, while the west wing has had five floors, clasped hands; the helm is mantled and
the upper one in each being coom-ceiled and lit wreathed, the shield, held by two men, bears:
by semi-dormers. The masonry is of coursed Quarterly, 1st and 4th, on a chevron three
rubble. The window margins are moulded, and mascles (for Learmonth), 2nd and 3rd, on
in some of the breasts are gun-loops. The a bend three roses (for Dairsie), the whole
southern angles of the wing are provided with for Learmonth of Balcomie. At the bottom
two-storeyed turrets, now truncated, carried on of the panel is a label apparently dated
a slightly projecting encorbellment of three A.D. 1602. The dexter panel bears a scroll with
structural members, as against five in the the motto, SANS FEINTISE. The shield, having
a charge similar to that in the centre, is conencorbellment of the stair-turret.
The ground floor has been vaulted and the tained within an encircling garland, and bevaults still stand in the chambers of the wings neath it are the initials [JJ.L. for [James]
and in the surviving western chamber of the Learmonth. The sinister panel bears at the top
main block. On the first floor the hall occupied the motto, ADVYSEDLIE. The shield enclosed by a
the missing eastern part of the main block, but garland is charged with a chevron between three
only one jamb of its fireplace and a jamb of the roundels, for Myrton (Myrtoun); below are the
dais window are left. What remains has been initials E.M. for Elizabeth Myrton, daughter of
an inner chamber, now almost entirely filled by David Myrton of Randerston (No. 356).1 Above
a modern brick erection. In its east and north the grouped panels is the inscription: [EXCEPT]
walls are mural chambers, and windows look to THE. LORD. BVILD . THE. HOVSE . THEY. LABOVR.
south and west. The wing chamber lies en IN. VAINE. THAT. BVILD. IT. On the north side of
suite. Its fireplace has at some time been moved the transe is a vaulted porter's-room with an
to the south-west angle from its original position upper chamber, whicn is reached from a forestair
in the south wall, where a window has been and provided with a fireplace and close gardeinserted. The western window has been altered robe. The chamber above the transe has been
and a press inserted beside it. In the north considerably altered. Within the courtyard is
wall is a close garderobe, and at the north-east a draw-well.
angle is the entrance to the turret-stair, which
GARDEN ENTRANCE.-A walled garden or
ascends to the floor above, for that storey, orchard lies south-east of the castle enclosure .
unlike the others, could not be entered directly The entrance, dating from the late 16th or
from the main block. The three upper floors early 17th century, has a moulded margin
of the wing are similar in arrangement to the quirked upward in the centre of the lintel to
first floor and it will be remarked that the enclose a grotesque mask.
family apartments were thus grouped at one
DOVECoT.-There is a roofless and probably
end of the house.
The gatehouse (Fig. 149) has been altered, late dovecot beside the smithy at Hollowflat,
and a modern building is now attached to it. 600 yards south-south-east of the castle. It is
The masonry is of ash~ar, laid in II-inch courses. almost square on plan, measuring 16 by 161
In the lower part is a transe with loop-holes on feet. The nest s have probably qeen of wood.
each side. This has originally consisted of two
HISTORICAL NOTE.-J ames Learmonth of
divisions, separated by an archway and both Clatto had a grant from the King of the lands
vaulted, the o].lter vault being at the level of the of Balcomie in feu-farm in 1526. Part of the
outer archway, while the inner vault and arch- reddendo was the building of a mansion. 2
way have been lower. The vaults and the inner Eleven years later, the King confirmed a charter
arches have subsequently been removed and by his secretary, Sir Thomas Erskine, now the
windows inserted to west and south. In the superior of these lands, to James Learmonth of
north spandrel of the outer arch is ' a sundial, Dairsie, who had bought the lands of Balcomie,
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and the charter included power to build" folds"
SUNDIAL.-There is a plain angular dial on
for the keeping of beasts and goods. 3 A later ~e south-east angle of the tower.
Sir James Learmonth of Balcomie perished in / ~ \
.
1598 as one of the Fife Adventurers in Lewis, 4 ~ / TOWN CROSS.-The cross has stood smce 1887
and the estate passed to his brother Sir John ~o the e~st o~ ~he -r:olbooth, bUt the. only part of
Learmonth of Birkhill. It is therefore the arms It that IS ongmal IS the shaft, whIch probably
of Sir John that appear on the panel dated 1602. dates from the early 17th century.
His son, Sir James, was President of the Court
SUNDIAL NEAR HARBOUR.-On the promenade
of Session in 1643 and 1647. Robert, son of Sir overlooking the harbour is a pillar sundial, the
James, died without issue, and the property dial being later than the shaft, which is a
passed to his nephew, William Gordon, advocate, roughly circular pillar 3 feet 8! inches in height.
son of the solicitor to James VII. 5
xxiii N.W. and N.E. 20 June 1927 .
. 1 East Neuk of Fife, p. 444.
2 Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. 393. 3 Ibid., No. 1710. 4 Auto<V~ Dovecot, Priory, Crai1.-In a field on the
biography and Diary of James Melville (Wodrow
s~side
of a lane leading from Nethergate
Society), p. 126. 5 Cf. Laing Charters, No.
East
to
the
site of the Priory on the shore, is a
2960. Cf. also Cast. and Dom. Arch., ii, p. 355 .
circular dovecot (Fig. 51), probably of 16thxvi S.E. 15 June 1927.
century date. The internal diameter is I I ! feet,
and the walls are 3 feet in thickness over the
~\124. The Tolbooth.-The tolbooth as it stone nests. The rough rubble walls, converging
existed in 1517 is represented only by the lower as they ascend, are harled without break to
part of its tower, which has been considerably the wall-head, where they terminate in a
altered and has now no features of particular slightly crenellated parapet, within which rises
interest (Fig. 153). The masonry here is rubble, a circular drum containing the entrance for the
and a 12th-century capital and base, presumably birds. The door is on the south.
from the church (d. No. 121), are built into the
xxiii N.W. 20 June 1927.
south side. The circular windows in the upper
part were inserted in 1776. In the eastern
126. Dovecot, Sypsies Farm, Crai1.-0n the
extension of the building, which dates from 1814,
there has been inserted a panel bearing the farm-land of Sypsies, less than a quarter of a
device of the burgh as represented on the mile west-north-west of Crai.l Railway Station,
Common Seal, a ship with a pennon at the mast- is a late dovecot, built of rough rubble and
head, and a crescent moon and six stars. The harled. It is rectangular on plan, with internal
top of the panel shows the date 160[2J, and the measurement of 20 feet by lOt feet between the
stone nests. The walls are 2! feet thick over
name of the town appears at the foot.
the nests, and the gables are stepped. The roofBELL.-In the steeple hangs a bell of Dutch eaves and the door are towards the south, on
origin, measuring I foot I I inches in height and which side are also two modern buttresses
2 feet 2 inches in diameter at skirt. The canons designed to counteract the subsidence indicated
are complete, but a segment is missing .from by a crack in each gable. A string-course runs
the sound-bow. The crown is high and bears round the east, south, and west walls.
three annular fillets. On the shoulder a crestxvi S.W. 13 June 1925.
work borders the inscription, each word being
separated by a fleur-de-lys, IC BEN GHEGOTEN
INT IAER -ONS HEEREN MCCCCCXX (" I was cast ~ Dovecot, Barns.-In a field at Barns,
in the year of our Lord 1520 "). Beneath the three-quarters of a mile south-west of the burgh
inscription are medallions, one containing a of Crail and close to the site of the old house
shield bearing a bordure and three pallets and, or fort alice of Barns, is a rectangular dovecot,
on an inescutcheon at fess, a design which is not probably of the 17th century, which has been
clear. The other medallions bear representa- wholly re-roofed with pantiles and partly retions of the Virgin and Child, and of a Child built. The north and south walls have been
stiffened with buttresses. The dovecot, which
bearing a Cross on its right shoulder.
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.measures 25 feet 9 inches by 16 feet It inches,
is still used.
xxiii N.W. and N.E. (unnoted). 23 June 1927.
STANDING STONE.
128 ) Standing Stone, Sauchope.-This stone
on 'fially stood near the farm of Sauchope on a
small tumulus, now destroyed, about 30 or 40
yards south-east of the public road leading from
Crail in the direction of Fife Ness. A number
of years ago it was moved from the cultivated
land to a position on the southern margin of the
road, and in 1929 it was again taken up and
removed to Victoria Gardens, in the burgh of
Crail. There are traces of a cross on one side
and of sculptures on the other, but the
details are so badly defaced as to be indecipherable. The stone is I foot 9 inches broad with
an average thickness of 7! inches.
Cf. Early Christian Monts., p. 368, and
Stuart's Sculptured Stones, vol. i, plate 59.
xxiii N.W. 6 July 1925.
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about 4 feet in height and averaging about 10
feet 6 inches in width, which can still be
distinctly traced running from the farm of
Craighead in a south-easterly direction right
down to the foreshore. It is believed to have
extended at one time farther to the north-west,
so as to touch the coast again in the neighbourhood of Constantine's Cave (No. 129) and thus
enclose the whole promontory of Fife Ness, but
no traces of any such extension are now visible.
- As it approaches the sea, it comes up against an
abrupt rocky ridge close to the shore, where it
takes a sharp bend to the south and then
gradually diminishes in width until it mingles
with other narrow and low spread ridges of
considerable extent and indefinite character on
the flat ground along the beach. Throughout
it is now almost entirely grass-grown and has a
very insignificant appearance. In its original
state, however, it must have' formed a barrier
of some strength. It is popularly ascribed to
' Danish invaders. See Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.,
vol. iIi (1857-60), pp. 209-2II.
xvi S.E. 6 July 1925.

MISCELLANEOUS.
" 13i. Inscribed Lintels, &c., Crail.-(I) At 23
Ca,stle Street is a l:7·th-century double-doorway.
in the north face of a rocky crag on the shore The lintel is 'inscribed LD LA C.I 1626 with
of Fife Ness, about 300 yards north-west of a rose and thistle as terminals.
Craighead farm. Its mouth is 10 feet wide, its
(2) At 31 High Street the wall towards the
roof approximately 12 feet above floor leyel, street bears a small panel with two shields.
and it extends to a total depth of about 24 feet. The dexter shield is charged: A fess checky
The walls are sculptured with a series of incised between three mullets in chief and a mascle in
crosses and two crude figures of animals. An base, for Lindsay of Wormiston; the sinister
account of the excavations carried out a few shield is charged: Within a bordure, on a bend
years ago, as well as particulars of the relics between two thistle leaves, three buckles-a
recovered, was published in Proc. Soc. '- Ant . . Leslie ·coat. Th~ lower part of the panel bears
Scot., xlix (1914-15), pp. 237-244 and 251-255.
the date and initials 17 H.L. 10.
Stone coffins, which mayor may not have
(3) On tne fronl ot-r6 H-igh.Streei ard~erted
been connected with the occupation, have been two pediments, the lower inscribed : THE LORD
found in the immediate vicinity of the cave.
IS [MY HELPE]R, the upper having on it the
The name attached to the cave is that of initials R.L. and E.C., for Robert Logan and
.Constantine II, King of Alba (903-943), who is Elizabeth Carstairs, with the date 1712.
said to have spent the remaining years of his life
(4) The lintel of the pend in the lower part
.as a" Culdee " at St. Andrews, where he became of the " Custom House" overlooking the harAbbot and died in 947.- Fordun's Chronica bour bears a panel on which is represented a
Gen. Scot., lib. iv, cap. XXIII.
Wyntoun's fishing-smack enclosed by an inscription, now
Orygynale Cronykil, bk. vi, chap. x .
illegible. The south-eastern skew-put shows
the initials RW., for Robert Wood, and H.D.
xvi S.E. 6 July 1.925.
with crossed palm leaves; the south-west skewA 130. Danes Dike, near Craighead.-The Danes put the initials H.P. and an anchor.
(5) A house on the ~ast side of Tolbooth
Dike is the name given to a bank or wall, rising
>(129. " Constantine's Cave."-This is a cave
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Wynd has a pediment inscribed: GODS BLESSING obviously the result of some special design. A
IS MY LAND AND RENT.
line drawn along their ends was nearly due east
j (6) In the wall on the west side of Castle and west, and from this they declined obliquely,
Street is a stone having carved on it a cooper's in the direction of north-east and south-west.
knife and compasses and the initials and date The whole lay parallel, and equidistant from
each other, and in the centre of each of the
LA. LP. 1643.
J (7) A pediment on the west side of Cross- intervening spaces an oblong stone was placed
causeway has the date 1632 and a monogram so as to abut against the sides of the adjacent
composed of the initials T.A.G.S. for Thomas cists."- Wilson's Prehistoric Annals of Scotland,
Alexander and Grizel Scougall.
i, pp. 100-1.
J (8) In the west garden wall of Kirkmay
xvi S.W. (unnoted).
House is a pediment with the initials LM. and
K.P. and the date 1619. In the north wall of the
The O.S. map records sites as under:
house a lintel, which is built in upside down,
bears LM. 1619.
134. Kilminning, Chapel and Graveyard (sup(9) In the public garden near the station is a posed site of).
stone with the initials T.M. LP., the date 1703
xvi S.E.
and a representation of what are perhaps
The following are within the municipal
joiners' tools.
(10) In Shoregate are: at No. 13 a stone boundary of Crail:
dated 1632; at No . 22 a stone with a figure of
135. Nunnery (remains of).
St. Adrian; over the doorway of "The Old
House" near the churchyard the date 1686.
136. Priory.
xxiii N.W. and N.E. 20 June 1927.
137. Castle (remains of).
)( 132. Long Man's Grave, near Whiteness.138. Cunningham's Castle.
Lying on the foreshore at the south-east end of
the Danes Dike is a low, spread heap of very
139. Well.
small stones known as "The Long Man's
Grave," and popularly believed to be the burial
xxiii N.W. and N.E.
place of a Danish hero. It lies with its major
axis north-east and south-west and measures
87 feet in length. It is 32 feet wide at the southCREICH.
west, but only 24 feet 6 inches at the north-east,
and it does not rise to any great height above
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
the surrounding level. It is not marked as an
14 0 St.. Devenic's Church.-The old parish
antiquity on the O.S. maps. On the shore near
by are some curious depressions and indefinite church, WhICh dates from the late 14th century,
foundations, possibly the site of a fishing- stands within the graveyard in an isolated
station, and this collection of stones may have valley some five miles north-west of Cupar. It
is entirely ruinous and is thickly covered with
a similar origin.
ivy,
which completely obscures any details that
xvi S.E. 6 July 1925.
may survive on the outside . On plan the main
building is oblong, measuring internally 59! by
·SITES.
14t feet, and having walls 3 feet thick. But ani
133· Cist Burials.-" In March IB26 a farmer ' the south, and now only a few feet in height, are
on the estate of Wormeston, near Fifeness, in the walls of a chapel, which was founded before
levelling a piece of ground, discovered, at a 1538,1 .and which opened into the church by an .
depth of 10 feet from the surface, thirty cists, archway now built up. Towards the eastern
disposed in two regular rows, at equal distances end of the north wall of the church is the only
apart, and with the heads towards the north- one of the original windows which remains
east. Their arrangement was peculiar, and complete-a lancet with chamfered rybats and
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obtusely-pointed head. There are traces of a
second farther east, but the other windows,
including those placed high up in the gables,
seem to be of later date .2 The entrance, which,
however, is not original, has an obtuselypointed head formed in two stones and chamfered at the arris. It is in the south wall, but a
second entrance has been broken through the
east gable. The north wall of the church
contains two tomb-recesses. The western one,
which dates from about the end of the 16th
century, has a semi-circular head with roll-andhollow mouldings, enriched with two rows of

.

LATE.
14"!!!ClNT

II

II

fBlb"!!!CENT.

~li"!!!CENT.

I
I

&

~~i

LATE.R.

0

10

11111111111

I

10

5

II
I

FIG. 154.-St.

::20

I

.30

I

Devenic's.Church

t
40 FEET

I

c.~.T.c.

(No. 140).

floral paterae. The eastern recess is similar in
form. Its mouldings have been knocked off,
but from an illustration in Pre- Reformation
Churches in Fife and the Lothians, by J.
Russell Walker, it appears that the keystone
bore: A chevron between three crosses patty,
the arms of Barclay of Pearston. Placed within
this latter recess for preservation is a recumbent
slab, 6 feet 6 inches by 2 feet 10 inches, which
is said to have been found in the churchyard.
At the head has been carved rich tabernaclework, and below this are clearly incised the
effigies of a knight in plate-armour and his lady.
The heads and the hands had evidently been
graved in metal plates inset in the matrices
formed in the stone. Between the heads is a
small shield, but any charges it may have borne
are now illegible. There was another shield on
the dexter side of the knight's head, bearing :
On a chevron between three crosses patty, a

[CREICH.

trefoil, for Barclay. On the margin is inscribed
in Gothic lettering: HIC J ACET DAVID BERCLAY
DE LUTER D(OMI)N(U)S DE PRISGYL QUI OBnT
DIE ME(N)SIS . . . ANNO D(OMI)NI MffiOCCCC .
HIC JACET HELENA DE DOUGLAS UXOR PREDICTY
(S1:C) QW OBnT XXIX DIE ME(N)SIS JANOARn (sic)
AN(N)O D(OMI)NI MCCCCXXI.
TOMBSTONES.-Of the stones within the
churchyard, one to the south of the church,
which measures 5 feet II inches by 3 feet It
inches, commemorates, in doggerel rhyme, John
Cairns who died in 1677.
A shield on the stone is parted per pale:
dexter, two mullets below a chevron (reversed) ;
sinister, illegible. On either side of the shield
are the initials I.C. and A.S., and below are
carved an hour-glass, a spade, cross-bones, a
skull, and crossed mattocks.
A fragment of another slab lying near the last
has a shield bearing : A chevron between three
crosses patty, for Barclay; and the initials
D.B. and K.W.
1 "Gilbert Strathauchin (?Strachan) canon
of the churches of Aberdeen and Moray" had
founded a chapel or shrine (sacellum) on the
south side of the parish church of Creich. The
altar was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, the
Blessed Virgin Mary, and St. Andrew the
Apostle, and was served by two chaplains.
Master Gilbert was dead by 1538. Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. 1877. 2 Swan in his History of
Fife, ii, p. 136, says, "on one of the gables is
the date 1621."
iii S.W. 17 June 1925.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

~ I. Creich Castle.-Beside Creich farm-house,
which is 230 yards south-east of the old parish
church (No. 140), is the ruin of a large towerhouse (Fig. 150). Apparently it was enclosed
by a courtyard, for, some 20 yards t o the west,
are the remains of a small rubble-built tower
such as is found at gateways and less frequently
on barmkins.
The tower itself is founded on an outcrop of
rock and is built of whin-and-boulder rubble
with freestone dressings. On plan the building
is L-shaped with a rectangular stair-tower
projecting within the re-entrant angle, which
opens to the south. The main block, 39 feet
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2 inches by 27 feet 8 inches, lies to the north, . PaTish · Ghurch of Creich, but it is now hardly
while the wing, .,some 20 feet square, projects recognisable. It is only with difficulty that the
southward in alignment with the eastern gable. outline of the main enclosure can be traced.
Tpe only features of interest are the heavy and It is oval on plan and lies with its ' major
elaborate cornice at the re-entrant angle, to axis east-north-east and west-south-west. It
carry a parapet-wal~ .and the remains of measures approximately 96 feet from north to
corbelled turrets at the southern angles. south and II3 feet from east to west and is
There have been three storevs in the main bounded by a low much-spread rampart, which
block and four in the wing, "all served by a shows a good deal of stone, and may originally
continuous newel-stair. The entrance is at the have been a wall. There are two entrances, one
stair-foot and has been rebuilt. The ground at the south-west and the ()ther at the southfloor of the main block contained two vaulted east.
compartments, and there was a third vaulted
Appearances suggest that the site has also
compartment within the wing. The upper floOJS been defended by a fairly strong wall running
are inaccessible. The fabric is in bad repair.
along the precipitous rocky scarp on the north
side, but .there is no very clear connection beDOVEcoT.-In the farm steading there is a tween this and the main enclosure. The wall is
double-chambered rectangular dovecot (Fig. 59) in a ruinous condition and its line can be
dated 1723.
identified oniy by fragments of debris between .
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The lands of Creich were natural outcrops of rock-surface.
sold in 1502 by John Liddall of Creich to David
iii S.W. 27 May 1925.
Betoun, son of John Betoun of Balfour. 1 A
confirming charter of 1553 to Robert Betortn of
MISCELLANEOUS.
Creich specifies the lands as "with tower,
fort alice , and manor."2 All the characteristics
Concentric Rings of Upright Stones, near
of the present structure, however, suggest for the Manse.-The two concentric rings of stones
the time of its erection a date rather later than that now ,stand in a small plantation on the
the first half of the 16th century.
crest of rising ground immediately to the north
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 2672. 2 Ibid., s.a.,
of the Parish Church Manse are nqt in their
No. 832.
original position. They were exposed in the
year 1816 during trenching operations on lower
,. 17 June 1925.
ground a little to the south-west of the Manse,
0 4. Parbroath Castle.- This building is and were removed for better preservation to the
&ru sented only by a fragment of a vault present
site, where they were set up " precisely
standing in a field 300 yards south-west of in their original form." The following descripParbroath farm, 3t miles south-west of Cupar.
tion from the New Statistical Account, ix, pp.
vii 1·W. 9 June 1925. .
641-2, is by the parish minister of the time, who
was the only one to make a careful examination
143. Dovecot, Parbroath.--:-:-.A. roofless rect- of the settings as found: "In the centre was
a gular dovecot · with crow-stepped flanks placed, in an upright position, a cylindrical
.stands in a field 250 yards west of Parbroath sandstone, one foot two inches high,' and having
Farm. . It is built of rubble and is harled. the diameter of its base one foot. Around this
There is one string-course, stepped at the flanks. stone, as a centre, at the distance of three feet,
The entrance faces south, and there is a small were sixteen other stones, placed also in an
window looking westward.
upright position, and in the form of a circle .
vii S.W. 9 June 1925.
The stones of which it was composed were of
various sizes, from fifteen to twenty inches in
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.
height; from eight to eighteen in breadth, and
from four to nine in thickness. Due south of
44 . Fort, Greencraig.-This fort is situated the centre, and between it and the inner circle,
600 feet above sea-level, on the crest of a ridge, there were placed in a horizontal position, two
about half a mile north-west from the Old stones containing hieroglyphics in -alto relievo,
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very ,entire. The remaining space between the
centre and the circle was laid with pavement.
At the distance of seven feet and a half from
the same central pillar, there was another circle
of stones, thirty-two in number, placed in an
upright position, and very much resembling
those of the inner circle. The stones in both
circles were placed close together. Between
the circles there was neither pavement nor
stone of any description. Neither were perfect
circles, the diameter of one, from north to south,
being fifteen feet one inch, while its diameter
from east to west was only fourteen feet nine
inches; in the same manner, the diameter of
the other, from east to west, was five feet ten
inches, while from north to south it was six feet
one inch." Beneath the larger of the two carved
stones there were found " burned human bones
and charcoal." It is remarkable that all the
stones of the inner circle were of sandstone,
which is not found nearer than Cupar, seven
miles away, while those of the outer circle were
of the local whinstone.
The monument is unique in Scottish archaeology, but it is said that a somewhat similar
group of stones, discovered in the same neighbourhood a little to the w~st, was destroyed
before its significance was realised. A drawing
of the former monument and of the carved
stones appears in The Scots Magazine, 1817,
p. 425. On the original stones the carvings are
now too much defaced to be identified. Cf.
further Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vii, Pt. ii (1866-8),
pp. 402-4, and Small's Interesting Roman
A ntiquities in Fife, p. 232.
vii N.W. 27 April 1925.
SITES.

.; 146. Urn-Field, near Carphin House.- In July
1845, while workmen were trenching a rocky
knoll about 500 yards to the north-east of
Carphin House, no fewer than twenty-two urns
were discovered . . It was noted that they had
been deposited in a regular setting, and the
details of the discovery have been fully recorded
in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vii (1866-8), pp. 404-6.
vii N.W. (unnoted~.
rn-Fiel~, Craiglog Quarry.-In Novem47 a cemetery of six urns was found
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about 200 yards south of the parish church
manse of Creich on the east side of Craiglog, a
quarry hill on Luthrie. The discovery has been
described in detail in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vii
(1866-8), pp. 406-7.
, vii N .W. (unnoted).
The O.S. map records a site as under:148. Parbroath, Chapel and Graveyard.
vii S.W.

CULROSS.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.

J 149. Old Parish Church.-Within a churchyard half a mile north-west of Culross is the
ruin of the church wh.ich served the parish
before the Reformation. I t has been a plain
oblong building, measuring 70 feet 7 inches by
16 feet I inch, within walls which averaged 2 feet
8 inches in thickness. A mortuary aisle has been
added on the southern side in the 17th century.
The walling of the church has been extensively
rebuilt, the only original feature left being the
lower part of a lancet window on the south side.
When this restoration took place, north and
south doors were formed, and the lintels of these
are old tombstones. The outer lintel above
the south door is a grave-slab with the front
towards , the inside, while the internal lintel
(Fig. 27) is a slab 5 feel 9t inches in length
and tapering from I foot II inches at the head
to I foot 7t inches. This latter slab bears an
incised cross with a circular head containing
eight trefoiled arms. On the sinister side of the
shaft is a sword with straight quillons and
bulbous pommel. Two slabs have been inserted
on the inner side of the north door. The upper,
measuring 5 feet 7 inches in length and tapering
from I foot 7 inches to I foot 2 inches, bears an
incised cross, like that on the inner lintel of the
south door, but with a stepped base; on the
dexter side is what may be intended for a
tradesman's square, and on the sinister side is
a sword with depressed quillons and bulbous
pommel. The lower slab, which measures 3 feet
II inches in length and tapers from I foot 6t
inches to I foot 3 inches, bears a sword with
depressed quillons and bulbous pommel, also a
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small axe. On the outer side of the doorway is
part of a coped stone, the present length of
which is 2 feet I inch, the width of each side
being 8 inches. One side bears a sword with
straight quillons and triangular pommel, the
other a hunting horn with its string.
Within the church three weatherworn I6thcentury tombstones, each measuring about 6
fe~t 4 inches by 2 feet 6 inches, have been placed
against the east gable. On the centre stone
can be traced a shield flanked by the initials
C.S. The shield is parted per pale. The dexter
coat is illegible, but the sinister represents three
buckles on a bend, for Stirling. Above the
shield can be deciphered AETATIS [SVAEJ and
below it OBEIT (sic) 9 FEBRVARII 1592. Fragments of 17th-century heraldic stones are built
into the south wall of the church, above the
entran<;e to the aisle, and on one of these is a
shield surmounted by a shell and bearing: A
saltire, on a chief three mullets, for Bruce. Of
the memorials in the churchyard the most
interesting stones are those of John Callender
(diedI664), and of his wife, Margaret He[ndersJon
(died I662). On each of these is a shield parted
per pale and bearing : dexter, a bend between
six billets, for Callerider; sinister, between
three buckles in chief and three mullets in base,
five piles, for Henderson .
HISTORICAL N oTE.-An Act of Parliament in
1633 states that" the kirk callit the paroche kirk
of Culrois is ane old kirk quhairine seruice is
not nor hes not beine vsit since memorie of
man, and is altogether rwinous, decayit, and
falline downe in divers pairts." The cure of the
parish was therefore transferred to the abbey
church (No. 150), which was" to be callit in all
tyme coming the paroche kirk of Culrois."
xxxvii N.E. 19 March 1928.
150. CuIross Abbey.- The Cistercian Abbey of
CuIross (" Culenross "), founded , by' Malcolm,
Earl of Fife, in 1217, and dedicated to St. Mary
and St. Serf, is situated north of the burgh on
high ground which falls sharply southwards to
shore-level. The parts remaining are the
eastern portion of the abbey church, which has
served as the Parish Church (cf. No. 149) since
1633, the incomplete southern wall of its nave,
and portions of the cloister buildings. The
parish church was restored in 1905; the other
part's are in the custody of H.M. Office of Works.
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On the south and east of the cloister hardly
anything is left save the greatly reduced remains
of the underbuilding, which was necessary to
secure a normal arrangement of the conventual
buildings on such a site. It is possible, however,
to fix the position of the chapter-house, as part
of the entry to it has survived at the cloister
level (Fig. 161). On the north of the cloister is
the church; on the east lay the south transept
and the dorter range; the southern side was
presumably enclosed by the frater and its
offices; while, on the west, are remains of the
cellarittm, the accommodation for conversi or lay
brothers, which includes their frater, the daystair to their dorter, and the parlour, which ,
was used as a transe between the outer court
and the cloister (Fig. 159).
The plan presents two special features. The
church is unaisled, like that of Balmerino (No.
60), and , the monastic frater apparently lay
parallel to it-archaic planning in a Cistercian
house, but possibly to be explained by the sharp
drop in the ground to the south, which would
have made extension in that direction difficult. '
THE CHURcH.-Originally the church had no
tower, but was a plain inornate structure with
a span varying in internal measurement from
22t feet, .west of the transepts, to 23 feet 10
inches at the extreme east end, and having a
total length of approximately 180 feet, divided
by the screens into two portions of almost equal
length. These divisions represent the eastern
part of the church, in which was the monastic
choir, and the western part, which contained
the choir of the conversi or lay-brothers.
The church had transepts two bays in length,
with eastern chapels; all of these divisions have
undergone considerable alteration, but the
extent of the original work is indicated in black
on the plan (Fig. 165). Of that part of the nave
containing the choir of the conversi there remains
little more than the south wall (Figs. 157, 160),
which is built of ashlar, roughly cubica,l. It terminates at the western end in a buttress with a
bold angle-roll having a water-holding base ;. the
lower part of the buttress has been off-set all
round. At the western end of the building,
there have been two doorways, both now built
up. The more westerly has a semi-circular head
chamfered at the arris and was the processional
door used on Sunday mornings; the other has a
segmental head and is the exit of the night-stair
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from the dorter of the conversi or lay-brothers'
dormitory. These doors seem to have opened
into a vestibule or retro-choir and not into
the actual nave. The nave measures 77 feet
in length, and between the western screen and
retro-choir it was divided into four bays by
chamfered wall-shafts. In the side walls there
has been a single row of lancet windows, and
traces of these windows remain at the ·eastern
end. The northern window had not been altered,
but the southern was at some time rebuilt.
Beneath the southern window, which is set high
up to clear the roof of the cloister pent-house,
is a credence recess, originally double but later
turned into a single locker, giblet-checked and
fitted with a grill. This division terminated
eastwards in the rood-screen, part of which still
remains, though considerably altered (Fig. 160),
in the present west front (d. p. 73). The screen
is not original but dates from the last quarter of
the 13th century and probably replaced one of
wood. It was clearly not contemplated in the
first lay-out, for it covers a chamfered wall
shaft on the south.
At either side of the rood-screen was a doorway, arch-headed and deeply chamfered, but
closed in a later alteration. Between these doors
lay the rood altar, long since removed, although
the piscina for its service still remains within a
foiled arched recess. Where the altar stood, a
new entrance was broken through between 1498
and 1513, and the present doorway (Fig . 160),
apparently the framework of the original
early 13th-century west door, was inserted.
Above the doorway a niche with semi-circular
head was formed, probably to shelter a sculptured tympanum taken from another part,
but now entirely removed. On either side of
the niche a door-shaped recess has been cut
back in the screen; a built-up doorway between
the niche and the more southerly of these two
recesses belongs to the 16th-century alteration.
At the western end of the monastic choir is
the pulpitum or eastern screen, largely rebuilt
about 1500. In the choir the walls appear
to be all of one date. On these there were
no wall-shafts such as appear on the south
wall of the choir of the conversi, but on the
contrary the exterior surfaces have been
buttressed. The existing windows are not earlier
than the 15th century. The archways leading
to the transepts differ in detail. The northern
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one has jambs with a ·broadly filleted centre
roll, which are probably a renewal of not
earlier than the end of the 13th century. The
moulded capitals and bases appear to be original
but are awkwardly adjusted to the jamb
section. The arch is in two orders. The jambs
of the south transept archway have keelshaped members. The bas2s are of waterholding type. The eastern capital (Fig. 170),
bears a stiff-leaved foliage of the early 13th
century. The western capital has been renewed,
and the original capital is probably the one
lying outside and to the north of the present
west door. The arch is in two orders, and its
detail suggests a reconstruction at the end of
the 13th century.
The eastern end of the presbytery is elevated.
In the south wall the remains of a piscina can
be traced, and beside it the wall bears slight
indications of painted decoration with in scrip··
tions in black Gothic lettering, probably of the
16th century.
The two eastern chapels of the north transept
have been altered, in the first instance to
accommodate the mid-15th-century tomb of
John Stewart of Innermeath; with the building of the tomb an eastern window was
formed to light it. The external label-stop on
the southern side of the window seems to
represent a pelican feeding her young, which is
one crest of a branch of the Stewarts. These
chapels were ruinous or reduced in size some
time before 1642. ' The chapels of the southern
transept were in existence in 1718, but like
those of the north transept were fragmentary at the time of restoration in 1905; they
were then rebuilt. The wall between choir
and south transept was pierced about 1500
for the insertion of the screen tomb (p. 73),
and this change involved the building up of
one of the windows, the rere-arch or inner arch
of which can still be traced.
Andrew Masoun, Abbot from 1498 until 1513,
appears to have been responsible for the largest
alteration on the fabric. This included the
abandonment of the choir of the conversi and
the restriction of the church to the portion east
of the rood-screen. That screen was built in,
and the walls of the vestibule between it and
the pulpitum were strengthened so as to support
a tower above. It was then that the side
passages of the screen were closed, and, as the
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screen was now merged in the western wall, a
new central doorway was formed, into which
was fitted an older door-piece, apparently, as
already stated, from the former west door of
the nave.
The tower (Fig. 158), contains four storeys,
reached from a newel-stair at the north-west
angle. The battlemented top is modern. The
lowest storey of the tower is rib-vaulted, and in
the vault is a central aperture, through which the
bells were hoisted. Above the rere-arch of the
entrance is the armorial panel of " Sir" Andrew
Masoun, * Abbot from 1498 to 1513. At the top
of the panel is a carved band representing a
vine-scroll and birds, the scroll issuing from the
mouth of men's heads. The shield, backed by a
pastoral staff and supported by an angel, is
flanked by the initials A.M. and is charged with
three fraises on a fess between three mason's
mallets.
The provision of a weather-table on the face
of the tower, as if for a western roof, suggests
that at some time the reconstruction of the
choir of the conversi as a nave was at least
contemplated. It may be inferred that it had
meanwhile gone out of use and probably h ad
fallen into disrepair. As its function in a
Cistercian church was to provide a choir for the
conversi, and as conversi, by this time, had
practically disappeared from Cistercian houses, t
the reason for its neglect is clear. There were
no conversi, therefore the nave was superfluous,
save so far as it could provide space for altars
or other minor uses. Although it was always
available for that purpose, the occasion for
restoring it to the fabric never arose.
With the building of the tower the entrance
from the cloister to the vestibule was reconstructed, as also was the greater part of the
pulpitum. The old stair of the pulpitum is still
used for a modern organ-loft, but the lower part
has been restored. At the same time a parallel

* 1498, "Schir Andro Masoun, abbote of Culros"
(Reg Sec. Sig., i, No. 182). "Sir" signifies that he
was in holy ord ers but without a Master's degree.
Winzet wrote to John Knox in reference to his ordina tion as a priest: " be the quhilk sometyme ye war
calli t Schir J ohne. "
t In Kinloss, the mother-house, in the time of the
Abbacy of Thomas Chrystal (1504-35), there was but
one" tonsured layman:;' whom they call a canversus,"
a nd he appears to have been introduced during this
p articular Abbot's time.--Ferrerius, H istaria Abbatum
de Kinlass, &c. (Bannatyne Club), p. 70.
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aisle, running eastwards from the stair-tower,
was added to the north side of the church, but
its full ext ent cannot now be determined, nor
is it certain that it was ever completed.
The next alterations to be traced on the fabric
are the addition of the burial vault of the Bruces
of Carnock and the rebuilding of the north
transept adjoining. Above the entrance t o the
transept is the inscription, GEORGE BRVCE/OF
CARNOK 1642, repeat ed on the aisle as SIR
GEORGE BRVCE OF CARNOK KNIGHT 1642. The
apex of the west gable of the aisle is inscribed:
MAN GO /ETH TO HIS /LONG HOME.
TOMBS.-(I) The northern of the two screen
tombs, already described as within "he church,
has flanking buttresses and an ogival head,
formerly crocketed on the side facing the choir.
The base-mould is bell-shaped . On the shelf lie
two life-sized effigies of husband and wife (Fig.
r73). The lower part of the male effigy is missing, the remaining part is 4 feet in length. The
head, which is mutilated, rests on a double
pillow. The throat is protect ed by a cam ail and
the arms by plate armour laminated at the
joints. The body is clad in a mail hauberk,
above .which is a tabard, carved as though of
leather, on which is represent ed at the breast
an armorial coat, viz.: 1st and 4th, a fess
checky and in chief a garb; 2nd and 3rd, a
lymphad with flames of fire issuing out of the
top of the mast. The coat is that of John
Stewart of Innermeath, Lord of Lorn, who died
in 1445 .* At the hips is an ornate bossed
sword-belt, below which appear traces of the
hauberk. On the left side of the belt is the
sword hilt, and on the right may be traced the
remains of the dagger.
The female figure wears a t ightly fitting
bodice with a band of embroidery running down
the front seams from the neck and returning
round the hips below an embroidered belt.
The skirt falls in folds to the feet. The overmantle is fastened by a cord at the breast and
has an embroidered hem. The head, which is
mutilated, is veiled and rests on a double pillow.
(2) The southern tomb has an equilat eral
arch. On the southern side of the head are two
shields; the sinister is uncarved, while the
dexter bears seven mascles for De Quincey.
The effigies of this t omb are missing.

*

Cf. Nisbet's H eraldry, p. 50.
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(3) The Bruce of Carnock vault (1642) contains the important Renaissance mural monument shown in Fig. 166. It is signed
IOHN MERCER FECIT. At the top, within a strapworked pediment, is a blazon. The shield,
supported by 'wodehouses' or wild men, is
surmounted by helm and mantling and bears: A
saltire, on a chief three mullets; a label below
the shield is inscribed, SIR GEORGE BRVCE, and
his initials appear on the central console beneath
the main cornice. In the centre part of the
monument are two shields, of which the dexter
is charged for Bruce, while the sinister shield
bears: On a fess three mullets between three
primroses in chief and a primrose in base, for
his wife Margaret Primrose. These shields
depend from swags and enclose a panel inscribed:
THIS. IS. SIR. GEORGE. BRVCE . OF. CARNOCK/HIS.
LADY. HIS. THREE. SONS. AND . FIVE. DAVG /HTERS.
THIS.TOMB.WAS.PROVIDED.BY.GEORG/E.BRVCE.OF
CARNOCK.HlS.ELDEST.SON. Sir George Bruce died
in 1625. The parents are represented by life-sized
recumbent effigies of alabaster set in a niche in
the lower part of the tomb (Fig. 172). Above the
niche are the inscriptions: SI MORTVI NON
RESVRGVNT / NEQVE CRISTVS RESVREXIT:
RESVREXIT AVTEM ET FACTVS / EST PRIMItIJE
OBDORMIENTIVM (It If the dead rise not, then is
not Christ raised. But now is Christ risen from
the dead, and become the firstfruits of them
that slept." I Corinthians, xv, 16, 20.) The
niche h as been slightly cut away to admit the
male figure, and it is most probable that Mercer
was not responsible for the figure work* but
only for its setting. In front of the tomb are
half-sized figures of the family, also of alabaster,
who are represented as kneeling on cushions
(Figs. 167,168, 169, 171). The effigies, which are
obviously portraits, are of high artistic merit
and afford a most valuable guide to the costume of the period. The children were George
(of Carnock) , Alexander (of Alva), Robert (a Lord
of Session, and therefore not in armour), Anne,
Magdalene, Christian, Nicholas, Margaret.
The figures are actually movable and not
fixed down.

* Mrs . Esdaile considers the figures to be " exactly
like the work of Edward Marshall" (1578-1675). For
this English sculptor, who became Master Mason t o
Charles II, see her book on English Monumental
Sculpture since the Renaissance. She also holds that
originally "the figures would have knelt in profile,
sons and daughters separate, and facing each other."
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(4) Against the south wall of the Bruce vault
is a sepulchral slab, originally recumbent,
which measures 3 feet 1 inch by 5 feet lIt inches.
In the upper part is a shield with the Bruce
coat, surmounted and flanked by the initials
M.E.B., for Master Edward Bruce of Easter
Kennet (Clackmannanshire), and the inscription: HIC. SITVS . EST / M . ED(WAR)DVS/BRVCE.
QVOND /AM . DOMIN(V) /S . EASTER. KE /NNED
QVI/ OBIIT . MEN(SE) . DEC(EMBRIS) /1565 . AETA/
TIS . VERO 60. In the lower part of the
stone is a shield, very worn, which has borne
the quartered coat of Hamilton. Only the
second and third quarters, a lymphad with her
sails furled up, can now be deciphered. Enclosing the shield is the inscription: HIC.ETIAM.
MAR/GARITA . HAMILT(ON) I CONIVNX . ROBERTI /
BRVCE . D(OM)INI / BLAIR HAL . QVAE . OBIIT xv.
DECEM(BRIS) . 1614 . AET /ATIS . VERO 60.
(5) Outside the church and be§ide the towerstair is the massive base of an early cross-shaft.
It is of sandstone and measures 3 feet 6 inches
by 1 foot I I inches by 2 feet 4t inches in height ;
the upper surface has a chamfered margin,
which bears a knotwork enrichment, and the
outer angles have a bead moulding.
(6) Within the socket of the last, but otherwise unrelated to it, lies the fragment of a crossshaft illustrated in Fig. 160; it measures 71
inches across the sides by 1 foot 5 inches on face
and is 2 feet 7 inches in height. The sides bear
panels with fret and scroll ornament. Back
and front have been so seriously damaged that
no ornament is visible.
(7) A stone which is also apparently a fragment of a cross-shaft is embedded in the ground
to border the steps at the north-east corner of
the graveyard.
STONE COFFINS.-Within the retro-choir lie
two stone coffins. The upper is closed with its
cover slab, but the lower coffin has no cover.
A portion of a third stone coffin lies within the
north walk of the cloister.
BELLs. -There are two bells in the bellchamber of the tower. The smaller is an
Edinburgh casting of 1785. The larger is a
Dutch bell measuring 2 feet 5 inches to the
crown, above which the canons project 6 inches.
At skirt the diameter is 2 feet I I inches. Above
the waist are two lines of inscription. The
upper reads: CORNELIS. IAN SEN . OUDEROGGE .
FECIT. ROTTERDAM. ANNO.DOMINI.1659.S0LI.DEO.
74
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FIG .

I66 .- Monument to Sir George Bruce.
CULROSS ABBEY (No. 150).
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FIG. 167.- Statuettes of Daughters.

FIG. 168 .- Statu ettes of Sons.

BRUCE MON1;MENT, CULROSS ABBEY (No. 15c)
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GLORIA,; the lower, THIS. BELL. MADE. FOR. THE.
CHVRCH.OF.CVLROS.OCTOBER.22.1659. Above and
below the inscription is crest-work. ,
CONVENTUAL BUILDINGs.-The cloister was
an oblong, measunng 96 feet from north to
south by 100 feet from east to west. - The
ground on which it stood has obviously been
levelled up, particularly at the southern end,
where there is a depth of some 13 feet of forced
soil, and there is reason to believe that this
forced soil may conceal remains of buildings
beneath the inner court. The suggestion is to
some extent supported both by the unusual
thickness of the west wall of the east ra:nge,
and by there being a borrowed light in the same
wall beneath the floor of the chapter-house,
and at a considerable height above the floor of
its undercroft. There is no uncertainty as to
the more recent alterations on the claustral
buildings.
.
The northern end of the cellarium has been
removed for the erection of the Manse, which
dates from the 17th century but has been largely
reconstructed. On the east side of the cloister
the transept has been almost entirely rebuilt, but
the doorway of the night-stair leading from the
monastic dorter to the church can be traced on
the gable. The outer court also has been
levelled up, and there too the forced soil conceals
structural remains.
The east range was built before that on the
south, though both may be regarded as the
work of a single building-period. Next the
transept, at cloister level, lay until 1905 a
small chamber, probably a sacristy or library.
The chamber farther south was the chapterhouse; all that remains is the fragment of the
entry and flanking window shown on Fig. 161.
The openings have had shafted jambs with
moulded capitals and overhanging bases of
water-holding type. The arch mouldings were
built in three orders, chamfered towards the
interior and moulded with pointed rolls and
hollows on the external surfaces. The hoodmould has- borne a bold -dog-tooth enrichment .
On either side of the windows were corbels
which supported the wall standards of the penthouse roof.
The undercroft of the eastern range was
floored 18 feet 7 inches below the threshold of
the chapter-house door. It consists of an oblong,
pillared hall, two bays in width, with two east75
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ward projections one bay wider; the northern
projection lies beneath the eastern end of the
chapter-house, the southern in line with the
south range beneath the end of the rere-dorter.
The method of access to the undercroft from
the cloister level is not known; there are two
doorways in its east or inner wall, but neither
is original. Down its centre ran a series of
seven octagonal piers, the bases of the two more
southerly of which have at some time been
raised by the addition of an upper member
2 feet and half an inch in height, a change the
reason for which is not obvious. The pier and
responds of the northern projection are unaltered. All the original bases are merely
chamfered in planes, as though built in before
completion.
The wall responds are all
keel-shaped except those of the northern
projection, which are semi-octagona:l on plan. _
The northern end of the undercroft is not easy
to interpret. When first laid out, it seems to
have terminated in a wall, marked Won Fig. 165,
and the pillared building appears to have been
a modification of the original design. Further,
when the vaulting of the undercroft was
executed, provision was made for a third
alteration, for it was obviously intended . to
ext end the undercroft northwards up to the
transept gable; the springers for this extension
of the vault were actually built, but the project
was abandoned, doubtless because it threatened
to endanger the stability of the transept gable.
The southern or frater undercroft is represented only by its northern or cloister wall and
by a: fragment of the western return-wall, the
south end of the cellarium. Excavation during
the work of conservation by H.M. Office of
Works failed to yield traces of the outer wall ;
but the width of the range can be gauged from
the vault centres, and there is evidence to show
that it originally consisted of two main apartments, both rib-vaulted, but that the rib-vaults
we're subsequently replaced by barrel-vaults.
The eastern chamber, above which presumably
lay the warming-house, was' two bays in length,
while the western chamber was a hall seven bays
long. Towards the western end of this hall,
the north wall contains a vertical rain-water
conductor, which falls into an earlier horizontal
drain. At the end of the wall, at cloister level,
there remains the outlet from a late latrine.
The foundations of late cross-walls indicate that

•
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the frater undercroft had finally been divided
into three compartments.
What is left of the western or cellarium range
(Fig. 162) includes part ofthe sunk floor or undercroft and a part of the floor at cloister level,
above which lay the dorter of the conversi or laybrothers, the last being reached from a day-stair
entered from the outer court. This range has
extended southwards beyond the cloister and
the monastic frater, but its southern limits are
not exactly known, those indicated on Fig. 165
being based partly on illustrations of the later
18th century, at which time the gable was still
standing, and partly on the existing vaulting.
Two buildings which have entirely disappeared
once abutted on the western side of the range.
The northern, * which formed the south-east
angle of the outer court, appears in Slezer's
views of Culross, but the only indication of its
existence now left is a borrowed light, set in the
west wall of the range below cloister level and
similar in detail to the borrowed light previously
spoken of as beneath the chapter-house. This
building originally did not rise above the present
level .of the outer court. As the southern
building covered part of the original drainage
system, it was probably a later addition, or at
least was not contem pIa ted in the originallay-ou t.
Leading from the outer court to the cloister
is a transe, the outer parlourf, communicating
originally with a chamber on the north, out of
which a stair led downward, past the borrowed
light, already mentione<;l, on one side and the
entrance to a vaulted cellar on the other, to the
undercroft, to which it was apparently the only
access. The lower part of the stair emerges in a
ruinous chamber, which may at one time have
been the kitchen, since on the western side is a
slop sink. Near the sink a stepped angular
passage leads to a little vaulted chamber,
probably a latrine, for the main sewer passes
under the floor. The kitchen has originally been
ceiled with quadripartite vaulting, as vaulting
corbels remain at the centre of the north wall
and at the north-east angle; but the rib-

* Probably" that laigh house (domum injeriorem) "
of 1617, in which the bailie's court was held. See
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lx. (1925-6), p. 94.
t One of the boundaries of the" laigh house" was
"the Parlor hill," now Parley Hill (Cf. No. 154).
immediately to the west of the church. The outer
parlour was the place in which the monks could meet
their relatives and other outsiders.
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vaulting has afterwards been superseded by a
barrel-vault, part of which survives.
Above the kitchen and extending up to the
transe are the remains of a long hall, which
may have been, in the first lay-out, the frater
of the lay-brothers or conversi. With the
disappearance of the conversi it would, no doubt,
be put to other uses. It was entered originally
from the outer court through the door illustrated
in Fig. 159, but, in the course of a re-arrangement, this door was closed, and a new access
formed in the wall of the transe. The original
entrance to the frater stands side by side with
that of the stair ascending to the dorter of the
lay-brothers and the wall above is off-set to
form a framework; both doors were sheltered
beneath the pent-house roof. Beneath the
stair, as will be seen in Fig. 159, the outer wall is
intaken.
This £rater of the conversi was both narrOWer
and shorter than that of the monks. It was
ceiled with a quadripartite vault springing from
moulded corbels, and the two northern springers
seem to have been removed from another part
of the building and re-used here. The dorterstair projects within the chamber, and beneath
the stair soffit is an arched recess; there is
another but higher recess in the wall opposite.
The present opening between stair and frater is
comparatively modern. The position of the
windows cannot be determined as none of them
remains. The masonry of the west range now
nowhere rises above the floor-level of the dorter,
and the only feature traceable at that level is a
doorway, evidently inserted to give access to an
upper floor of the southern of the two additions
on the west.
GATEHOUsE.-Chapel Barn Lodge, one of the
entrances to the Abbey House, which lies northwest of the church, has been contrived from one
of the monastic outbuildings, perhaps a gatehouse with a transe in the lowest part. Only
the west gable is original. It contains part of a
vaulting respond and a vault springer as well
as an aumbry. The present surface of the road
is about five feet below the former level.
HISTORICAL N OTE.-Culross was colonised
from Kinloss Abbey, Morayshire, wherefore it is
referred to in a charter of 1540 as " subject to
the monastery of Kinloss."2 In 1538-9 the
. Abbot and convent were pledging lands in
return for a heavy loan " for the repair of, the
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72- Effigies, Sir George Bruce and Spouse.

73.- Effigies, J ohn Stewart of Innermeath, and Spouse.
CULROSS ABBEY (No. ISO).
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175.- Gableted Windows.

176.- North Building, Early 17th Century.
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monastery and the houses of the monks
(regularium) , which were tottering and ruinous
(caducarum et ruinosarum), and for relief of the
abbot at the hands of his creditors."3 Another
grant of 1545-6 also follows on a loan " for the
repair and upkeep of the monastery and the
decayed and ruinous houses of the regulars."4
The charter of 1540 is signed by the C::>mmendator, William [Colville], the Abbot, John
Colville, and sixteen monks; that of 1546 by
the same Commendator and Abbot and thirteen
rr:onks, all of whom are among those signing
SIX years before. A charter of 1525 gives
fifteen monks as signatories, while one of 1567-8
has nine. 5 Analysis of the names indicates that
these numbers cannot represent the full total of
inmates at anyone time, while four names
which appear on the document of 1525 are
found also on that of 1567-8, more than forty
years later. Nevertheless those signing the
charters probably represent a major proportion
of the household, the "whole convent" including the Abbot-postulate having numbered
just twenty in 15I!.6 At the mother-house of
Kinloss, Abbot Chrystal (1504-35) is credited
with having increased the number of monks
from fourteen to twenty or more,7 of whom
seventeen sign a charter of 1537. 8 The general
impression for Culross is that in the first half
of the 16th century, the house was in a decayed
condition, the material evidence being the contraction of the church and the extreme disrepair
of the domestic buildings.
In 1589 it is stated that there had been within
the abbey" in all tyme bygane" a grammarschool, "in the quhilk the youth of the burgh
and land of Culross wer instructit in grammer
and trainit up in vertew and lettres." 9
On the appropriation of the Abbey church
to parochial use·, see HISTORICAL NOTE to
No. 149.
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9 Reg. Sec. Sig., lix fl., II6-17, cited in Hay
Fleming's Reformation in Scotland, p. 516.
Cf. also Eccles. Arch., ii, p. 23I.
xxxvii N.E. 31 August 1927.

V IS!. St. Mungo's Chape1.-The main road
from CuIross to Low Valleyfield passes through
the remains of this chapel, which is situated
below sharply rising ground a quarter of a mile
east of Culross. The southern side of the
building. has in fact been removed to make way
for a hIgh boundary wall. Until 1926 little
was visible, for the site was silted up, but in the
latter part of that year excavation exposed the

FIG. 177.-St. Mungo's Chapel, Culross (No. 151).

ground plan shown in Fig. 177. The building
has been two-chambered, while the semioctagonal apse of the sanctuary and such
architectural detail as is left are typical of the
close of the 15th century, the approximate time
of erection. 1 The internal dimensions have
been 20 feet from north to south by 55 feet 10
inches from east to west, within walls 2 feet 8
inches in thickness. At the east end is the base
of the altar which is raised two steps above the
general level of the floor paving. Both steps
have a quirked edge-roll. Traces of other altars,
set against the screen-wall separating nave and
chancel, were found in excavation but, through
a fall of debris, they are not at present visible.
The entrance, chamfered and rebated at the
arris, is centred in the west gable. The north
wall of the nave bears the under part of a stone
bench. The external masonry is of ashlar, and
the basement course has been a simple splay;
the internal masonry is of coursed rubble.
STONE BowL.-Within the chancel lies a bowl
of stone, roughly circular on plan, measuring
16t inches in diameter by 12t inches in height.

1 Chronica de M ailros;
Scotichr., lib. ix,
cap. xxxi. Cf. Earl Malcolm's Charter in Proc.
Soc. Ant. Scot., Ix (1925-6), p. 69. 2 Laing
Charters, No. 442. 3 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No.
1923. 4 Laing Charters, No. 507. ·5 Ibid., Nos.
350, 818. 6 Mar and Kellie MSS., Historical
Manuscripts Commission, Supplementary Report (1930), p. 20. 7 Ferrerius, Historia Abbatum de Kynlos, &c. (Bannatyne Club), p. 70.
8 Records of the Monastery of Kinloss, p. 149.
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The basin is IO! by II inches deep. The workmanship is crude. It cannot definitely be said
to be a font, the alternative explanation being
that it is a "knockin' stane" or mortar for
husking grain.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., 1503, No. 2723:
In
1503, Robert Blackadder, the first archbishop
of Glasgow, founded a chapel in "the church of
St. Kentigern" (St. Mungo), which he himself
had built near the monastery of Culross. Blackadder occupied the diocese 1484-1508.
xxxvii S.E. 19 March 1928.

j

SECULAR BUILDINGS.

152. The Palace, Culross.-This house which
is sometimes called" the Colonel's Clos~ " was
built between 1597 and I6II by George' Bruce
of Culross, lat er of Carnock. Despite its present
rather dilapidat ed condition it is one of the most
interesting domestic buildings in Fife. Situated
less than fifty yards to the west of the Town
House, it faces the street and the filled-in harbour formerly known as the Sandhaven, * and
runs back to an ext ensive garden on the hillside
that confines the greater part of the burgh to the
sh~re . .The garden ~s t erraced, the lower part
of It bemg forced SOIL The buildings stand on
the northern and western sides of an enclosure
a?d on. their southern and eastern sides respec~
hvely IS an outer courtyard, which probably
assumed its present dimensions when a neighbouring property was acquired. They surround
an inner courtyard near the north-west ern
corner of the main enclosure.
The Palace (Fig. 174) h as grown by stages,
the oldest part being the central wing on the
west side of the out er courtyard. Whether this
represents the whole of the original house is not
quite certain, but its plan undoubtedly suggests
that it has been in the first instance selfcontained and that it lay fronting a small
courtyard on the south, which had a smaller
building, perhaps a lodge or a st able at the southeast corner. In the early 17th century there
was a radical reconstruction. On the north an
extension was erect ed, housing a turnpike and

* "When Captain Kerr succeeded to the Colonel's
Close, he found it designated in the title-deeds as the
Palace or Great Lodging in the Sand Haven of Culross."-Culross and TulliaUan, by David Beveridge,
vol. ii, p. 303.
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providing additional offices on the lower floor
while a long gallery, the northern end of which
covered part of the original structure, was run
out towards the south. A further addition
which can be dated to I6II, is the large is'Olated
bl~ck on the ?orth of the outer courtyard
(FIg. I76), mamly domestic but includin:g a
stable and byre at the ,eastern end. The last
addition was a wing thrown out on the north
side of the oldest part beside the turnpike.
These changes reflect the rise in circumstances
of the owner, Sir George Bruce, a commercial
magnate of the time. Third son of Edward
Bruce of Blairhall, he engaged in commerce and
worked collieries and salt-pans to such profit
that he was enabled to acquire the estate of
Carnock, embracing the greater part of the
parishes of CuIross and Carnock. He was
knighted, by James VI and died in 1625 (d.
P. 74)·
The outer courtyard was entered from the
s~uth between a pair of modest 17th-century
pIers, only one of which remains. This courtyard measures 73 feet 6 inches from north to
south and 54 feet from east to west. On the
western side a forestair now rises westwards to
a la?~ing on which is the door that gives
admlsslOn to the gallery, the platt being supported on two almost straight arches. Immediately beyond the landing lies what was the
original house, three-storeyed a nd rubble-built.
Its windows are small, and have the arrises of
their margins rounded. Three of them are
dormers facing south and having pediments
enriched as shown on Fig, 175 . The central
pe.d~ment contains a shield, flanked , by the
ml~la~s G.B. and the date 1597, and bearing:
Wlthm a bordure a saltire and chief, for Bruce.
A fourth donner on the north has been done
away. with when the extensIon adjoining the
turnpIke was added; its position, however, is
shown by the roof trimming.
There is nothing to show how admission was
had t o the ground floor of the original house.
But aft er the reconstruction it was entered from
the inner court on the north and also from a door
set at the southern end of a passage which runs
through its centre. This passage is flanked by
two unvaulted chambers, the eastern one of
which was the earliest kitchen. The northern
ext ensions contained a vaulted chamber on
either side of the turnpike, the one on the west
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being the new kitchen, behind which lies the
bake-house, also vaulted. A feature of some
interest is the water inlet which enters the
kitchen beside the fireplace and is continued in
a channel into the bake-house. The well in the
inner court may not be original. There are two
flues in the bake-house, the east ern designed to
heat the oven.
The built-up entrance to the first floor of the
eriginal house can be seen at the north end of the
landing. Beside it, also built up, is what has

[CULROSS.

was mainly from the west, where there are four
large windows breaking upward into the roof,
but there were also similar windows, now built
up, to the east and in the south gable. The
gallery is subdivided, but this subdivision
and the present finishings must be assigned t o
the lat e 17th or early 18th century, when much
of the joiner-work appears to have been renewed.
A door near the south end of the long gallery
opens into the first floor of the little southeastern" lodge," a single chamber which can
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FIG. 178.-The Palace. CuIross (No. 152).

been an entrance to the long gallery, the
inference being that these doors opened from
the landing of an earlier forestair running north,
and that the existing arrangement dat es only
ftom the later 17th century. Direct access to
the original house from the south had of course
been superfluous ever since the erection of the
turnpike. The gallery, which was originally a
single apartment, had a length of 46 feet 8
inches and a breadth of 13 feet 9 inches. At
either end is a fireplace, the northern h aving a
garderobe with soil-vent alongside. The ceiling
was of pine boards decorated with conventional
patterns in distemper, executed about the first
quarter of the 17th century. The painted
boards have been taken down and are stored
at the northern end of the gallery. The lighting

also be reached directly from the landing of the
forestair. Beneath it is a living-room, an
arrangement which is not earlier than the 17th
century, while the space beneath the gallery
itself is filled by a single long unvaulted apartment . The door at the north end of the gallery
leads into a small panelled room in the eastern
part of the original house. A lobby, partitioned
off the west side of this room, communicates
with the turnpike, while a door on the north
leads into one of the most interesting chambers
in the palace-an early safe or strong-room.
Elaborate precautions have been taken to make
it fireproof, for it has a vaulted ceiling, and the
floor, which is tiled, lies above a vaulted chamber, while the entrance is massively constructed
in stone and is fitted both with a wooden door
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and with an inner door of sheet-iron. The fireplace, s.et in the gable, was originally larger.
Above It are bookshelves, and the side walls
have been partly wood-lined. There are two
windows to the east. Beyond the lobby on the
west, and above the kitchen premises, lay two
chambers en suite. Only the more southerly of
these remains, a living-room of fair size with a
low ceiling.
On the second floor there are garrets above
the ~itchen block and above the strong-room,
but III the eastern part of the original house
there is a living-room with a remarkable coved
ceiling painted in distemper (Figs. 180-186).
The ceiling is divided into sixteen panels, all
treated in the same style. It is considerably
dilapidated and only some of the panels are
decipherable. They bear inscriptions, a Latin
text or maxim at the top of each picture and an
English couplet along the foot, similar in tenor
to those illustrated. Thirteen of the inscriptions-some imperfect-appear in Proc. Soc.
Ant. Scot., ii (1854-7), pp. 340-1.
The isolated block to the north of the outer
courtyard consists mainly of living-rooms, but
has no kitchen provision, so that it must have
been served from the already existing offices.
The block contains three storeys, the first floor
being level with the lowest terrace of the garden
behind. The masonry is of rubble, with the
dressings of the voids rounded at the arris.
The top windows are dormers with triangular
pediments containing respectively, three roses,
a conventionalised fleur-de-lys, the initials
S.G.B., for Sir George Bruce, grouped round a
rosette, and a quatrefoil with the date 1611.
The ground floor contains a chamber to the
west and another to the east, the latter subsequently adapted for use as a byre. Between
these a straight stair rises to the first floor and
gives access to the garden. The chambers on
the first floor are living-rooms, one lying on
either side of the stair and a third, which also
served as a passage, over its lower end. All
these are wood-lined, and the lining has borne
a painted decoration now almost destroyed.
The passage-room contains a fitted dresser.
The top floor is inaccessible, as the wooden
newel-stair leading to it is unsafe.
The stable building is two-storeyed, the upper
floor being the hay-loft.
The palace is uninhabited, but the roofs and
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walls are kept weatherproof. The floors, however, are in a bad state, several being unsafe.
PEDIMENTS IN GARDEN.-In the revetment
wall at the back of the garden are three 17thcentury pediments. The one in the centre bears
the Crown and Hammer of the Incorporation
of Hammermen, the western one is uninscribed
while the eastern one bears an illegible device. '
See Introd., p. Ivii.
xxxvii S.E. 21 March 1928.
J 153. The Abbey House.-This three-storeyed
mansion (Fig. 151), which has been partly dismantled, stands immediately east of the Abbey
Church. It dates from 1608, but the greater part
was pulled down and reconstructed in 1830. On
plan it consists of an oblong main block running
east and west with rectangular towers, which
terminate in ogival slated roofs, projecting
from the southern corners, and a wing which
projects northward in alignment with the west
gable. The pediments of the first floor windows
contain alternately the initials L.E.B. and
D.M.B. commemorating the first builder, Lord
Edward Bruce of Kinloss, and his wife, Dame
Magdalene Clerk (d. No. 162), or Bruce. The
initials of Sir Robert Preston, who carried out
the 19th-century reconstruction, and those of
his wife, Dame Elizabeth Preston, with the date
1830, are recorded on the east gable, which
also bears the dates 1608 and 1670.
xxxvii N.E. 19 March 1928.
154. Parleyhill House.-A two-storeyed house
with curvilinear gables stands at the top of
Parley Hill (cf. note on p. 76) immediately west
of the Abbey Church. It dates from the early
18th century and is oblong on plan. The walls
are of rubble, harled. The windows and corners
are back-set. The eaves-course is moulded.
The skew-puts are scrolled. The entrance,
centred in the south wall, is moulded and has
heavy trusses at the sides to carry the cornice.
xxxvii N.E. 22 May 1930.

J 155· The Manse.-This building occupies the
site of the northern end of the cellarium of the
Abbey (see p. 75). It has a 17th-century core,
but has been largely modernised. A dormer
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pediment rebuilt into the west wall is inscribed
MJ 1 762 JI DJ 1637·
xxxvii N.E. 22 May 1930.
) 156. Old House, Balgownie.-Immediately
east of the present Balgownie House, which
lies at the western extremity of the town of
Culross, is the ruin of an eadier building, only
the south wall of which still rises to a height of
two storeys. A circled projection on this wall
houses a turnpike, which is entered from the
eastern side through a door with a roll-andhollow moulding of a common 17th-century
type. The masonry is rough rubble, haded.
INSCRIBED STONE.-A stone, inserted in the
west gable of the stables, which are situated
about 150 yards west of Balgownie House,
contains in a sunk panel the initials G.W.
within the date 1666.
xxxvii S.E. (nnnoted). 22 March 1928.

\

J 157. Hospital, Culross.-Immediatelyopposite
Culross Railway Station is a ruinous building,
the remains of an hospital founded and endowed
in 1637 by Thomas, Earl of Elgin, for the maintenance of twelve aged persons of the burgh and
parish of Culross.l The structure, which has
been two storeys and a garret high, is of rubble
and is oblong on plan, measuring 24 feet I I
inches by 68 feet, over the walls. The lower
part contained the common rooms and staircase, while in the upper floor were at least ten
small separate chambers. The entrance, now
built up, lies in the south wall. The gables are
crow-stepped, the voids have back-set and
slightly chamfered margins. The larger openings
on the south are probably not original. I
1 Stat. Acct., x, p. 140.
xxxvii S.E. 19 March 1928.
tI 158. Houses, Armorial Panels, etc., in the
Town of Culross.- The following houses are
numbered as in the block plan, Fig. 179.
j (I) A 17th-century house, two storeys and a
garret in height, but now much altered and
modernised, retains two dormer windows in situ
on its eastern face. The north pediment, which
is triangular, has moulded rakes with projecting
scrolls and a round finial on which is a star;
in the tympanum, over the date 1636, are the
initials P.K. M.B. . Above these, on the dexter
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side, is a merchant's mark, formed of the letters
P.K., and a cross, and on the sinister, a mullet;
below the apex is a device based on the fleur-delys. The south pediment, also triangular, bears
a reeded pattern; on either rake is a scroll and,
on the top, a thistle finial.
J (2) A stone, bearing the initials I.H. M.B.
and the date 1614, is inserted in the west gable
of this modernised two-storeyed house.
(3) Culross Palace, "The Colonel's Close."
See No. 152.
V (4) This rubble-built house probably dates
from the 17th century. Originally it has had
two storeys and an attic, but it has subsequently been altered and raised to three
storeys. It is oblong on plan, measuring 32t
feet by 21 feet, with a turnpike housed in a
projection on the north. The projection is
circular beneath, but is developed to the square
at the top; its doorway has edge-roll mouldings.
On the ground-floor three original windows,
now built up, can be traced in the south wall,
while a door and two windows have been inserted
there. On the first floor in the same wall there
are three windows with rounded arrises, which
may be either original or enlarged. As already
stated, the second floor, with its three windows,
is an addition.
./ (5) This three-storeyed house, which is built
of rough rubble, haded, and is crow-stepped, is
entered through a moulded doorway, lying in a
re-entrant angle on the west side and leading to
a turnpike. In the south wall, between the
westmost and the central window of the first
floor, there is a small, plain, square sundial.
The building may date from the 17th century
with subsequent alterations .
\) (6) Attached to the northern end of (5) are
two rubble-built houses bf -two -storeys. They
have been much altered and are now in a very
ruinous condition and used as sheds. The
windows, with their rounded arrises, suggest a
17th-century date.
v (7) TOWN HOUsE.-The Town House (Fig.
187), looks south-westwards on to a common.
Oblong on plan, it measures 52! feet in length and
241 feet in breadth over walls, and consists of
two storeys and a garret which may at one time
have had dormer windows. Presumably it was
originally erected in 1626, as this date, with the
words ANNO DOMINI, appears on a lintel lying
above the lintel of an inserted doorway, later
8~
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converted into a window, in the "west end of the
south wall. But it was not until the late I8th
century (Ij83) that the elevation assumed its
present form of a sYmmetrically disposed ashlar
front, with an open two-way forestair, and a
clock-and-bell tower " carried up on partition
walls, 2! to 21 feet thick: There are no windows
at " all 'in the gables. On the ground floor,
however,. which contained the cells, a window
with a door beyond 'it ' has at some time been

[CULROSS.

beside a riewel~stair,- is' a built-up door, with
roll-and-hollow mouldings, which was probably
the original entrance on that side. This stair,
partly built in the thickness of the north wall and partly projecting into the vestibule, shows
signs of alteration at the foot and may probably
have once risen from the ground floor. It is lit
by a small window and leads up to the garret,
which is now lit entirely by two small windows
under the south eaves, a third window under

JL

1

FIRTH
OF

FORTH

0

100

I

I

I

~OOFEET

I

FIG. I 79.-Culross : Plan showing position of Buildings (No. 158).

inserted on each side of the forestair, and, as the tower having been built up. Three corbels
already indicated, the more westerly of these on the north side have probably supported the
two doors has afterwards been converted into a runner for a lean-to roof. The east gable is
window. The rybats of all four openings have tabled, while the west gable is crow-stepped and
rounded arrises. In the east end of the north carries a belfry which may have replaced an
wall there is on the same floor a fourth window, earlier one. Th~ roof is slated. A sm~ll bell,
which is also an insertion.
undated but bearing the initials T.L., lies in the
The present main entrance, which may be a garret.
window cut down, is centred in the south front
ARMORIAL PANELs.-(a) Hanging in the
at the first-floor level and opens into a vestibule, vestibule is ,a framed wooden panel, 3 feet 8t
on either side of which lies a single chambe'r, inches in length and 3 feet 5 inches in width,
having two windows to the south and a fire- blazoned in oils with the Royal Arms of Scotland
place in the gable. The door and window the second grand quarter quartering the arms of
openings have been repaired or restored, and France and England, all within a garter surall have roll-and-hollow moulded jambs and mounted by a crown. The letters C. and R.
lintels. The doors which now lead from the (Carolus Rex) are in the top comers, the date
vestibule to the chambers appear , to be later I637 appears below the garter, and under all
insertions, but in the partition-wall on the east, is the motto VNIONVM VNIO. Though cracked,
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FIG. 182.-Panel.
PAINTED CEILING, THE PALACE, CULROSS (KO .I5 2 l.
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FIG .. 184.-Panel.

Photo by B. C. Clayton.
FIG. 18s.- Panel.
FIG. 186.- Panel.
PAINTED CEILING, THE PALACE, CULROSS (Ko. 15 2).
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the panel is otherwise in good condition, and
the colouring is well preserved.
(b) An armorial panel, measuring 3 feet II
inches by 3 feet 3t inches over the moulded
and enriched border, is inserted in the gable of
the eastmost chamber on the first floor. The
shield, supported by two' wodehouses,' is surmounted by a helmet with mantling and wreath.
The crest is a demi-lion rampant ann a label bears
the motto FVIMVS. The shield bears: Within
a bordure a saltire and three mullets in chief.
A panel beneath the shield, surmounted by a
thistle, is inscribed, SIR GEORGE BRVCE. (c) A
broken triangular pediment with raking scrolls
is built into the west wall near the stair. The
margin is inscribed: (SI)GILLVM BVRGI DE CV
(LROSS). The sculptured tympanum is defaced but a church with two birds on the ridge
and with east and west towers can be made out.
v (8) A pediment with raking scrolls is inserted
above a window in the western gable of a house
in the Sandhaven. The tympanum bears a
device based on the fleur-de-Iys, which is
repeated at the basic angles and as a finial on
the apex.
Over a doorway in the re-entrant angle of
this block of buildings, there is inserted another
dormer pediment with side scrolls and a rose
finial. The tympanum contains the initials
W.S. and E.G. below a rose, while the date 1612
is in a sunk panel on the frieze.
/ (9) Beside the door of this house there is
inserted a shield bearing in monogram the
letters (I. or J.)M.G.C. under the date 1676.
I (10) A range of five houses on the western
side of the Back Causeway, probably dates from
the late 17th century. The only feature indicative of a date is an edge-roll moulding on the
door-jambs of the second house from the south.
Windows arid doors in most of these houses are
apparently later insertions.
.j (II) On the western side of the Mid Causeway,
a three-storeyed house, altered and possibly
heightened, retains an old doorway on the
ground floor, facing the street. The jambs are
pilastered, and on the head is a heavy moulding,
which returns round a small central panel on
the lintel. This panel bears in relief a monogram, depending from two or three links of a
chain and consisting of the letters R.B.H.,
flanked by the date 1671, which is incised.
(12) BISHOP LEIGHTON'·S HOusE.-On the
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eastern side of the Mid Causeway is a harled
and crow-stepped house of two storeys, occupied
at one time, it is said, by Bishop Leighton of
Dunkeld. It may originally have included the
neighbouring house at its southern end, but it
has been remodelled and is now split into
different tenements. It contains a scale-andplatt stair and, on the first floor towards the
south, a panelled room. The panelling is simple,
but the fireplace has a lugged Renaissance
mantelpiece with a moulded shelf of the usual
section. The woodwork is of late I7th- or early
18th-century date.
V (13) Built into the northern gable of the
Dundonald Arms Hotel, which is modern, is
part of a lintel from the house which formerly
occupied the site. It is inscribed with the date
1661, and the initials W.A. and S.C., for Walter
Adam and Sarah Cousin, the original owners.
V (14) On the gable of a house facing the
market cross, at the head of the Back Causeway,
the southern bottom crow-step has the date
I577 above the letters A.G. and M.R. It is
probably not in situ.
~(I5) "THE STuDY."-The building known as
'The Study" (Figs. 188, 189), stands in a
picturesque corner of the town beside the
Market Cross. On plan it is L-shaped and consists of a main block of two storeys and attics,
with crow-stepped gables, while a stair-wing
projecting from the southern wall, in alignment
with the west gable, is carried up a storey higher
and has a crow-stepped gabled roof free from
the main roof. Only part of the house is
occupied, the rest being bare and dilapidated.
In the re-entrant angle is a door with rolland-hollow moulded jambs and lintel, which
has now no discoverable connection with the
ground floor of the main block, but which leads
to a turnpike, giving access to the floors above.
The doorway on the first floor has an edge-roll,
and that on the second floor has rounded arrises
like those on the windows. At the head of the
stair, a small turret-stair is corbelled out on the
western wall and leads to a chamber on the top
of the wing. This apartment is traditionally
called" The Study," in the old sense of a small
private room, and from it the whole house takes
its name.
The room off the stair on the first floor was
handsomely panelled in oak. The panelling is
now stripped from the walls, but a portion of it,
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preserved in the Royal Scottish Museum, Edin- row of houses on the east side of the Tanhouse
burgh, consists of three bays in three horizontal Brae is a ruinous one-storeyed structure, rubbledivisions (Fig. r97). The lowest division, prob- built and crow-stepped. On the lintel of the
ably of later date, is a range of lockers with lids southmost window in the front wall appear the
forming a bench. The middle division is initials T.C. and M.C. flanked by the date r682.
arcaded, the semi-circular arched heads having / (20) A door lintel of an altered house on the
scalloped inner edges, and being separated east side of the Tanhouse Brae bears the initials
from one another by fluted Renaissance pilasters H.H. and B.D. with the date r669.
above which is a rail, inlaid with holly wood and .; (2r) A house on the east side of the Little
bog oak, bearing the letters I.A. and A.P. in Causeway behind the Stephen Memorial Hall,
monogram, with the date r633, both inlaid in has a carved panel inserted over a window beside
holly wood. The uppermost division is a plain the forestair in the re-entrant angle. From a
panelled frieze, separated also by fluted pilasters. central human head at ' the top marginal
On the upper panels of a door in this chamber wreaths curve round the sides to the bottom,
were carved the initials I.A. and A.P., and the on which are three rosettes. In the centre is a
date as above (d. Details of Scottish Domestic panel, divided vertically by a cord and bearing
Architecture, ed. James Gillespie, p. r7 and on the dexter side the date r669 above the
PI. .66).
initials R.D. and A.H., and, on the sinister,
The building itself is probably somewhat a butcher's equipment as in (r8).
(22) At the corner of Mid Causeway and
earlier than the panelling, being of a type common about the end of the r6th century and the .; Little Causeway is a building called "The
beginning of the r7th. In the south wall at Ark," now a mere shell but probably of r7thstreet level, a door, which may be an insertion, century date.
bears the date r633 between the initials I.A. v (23) The House in the Little Causeway next
and A.P. worked in cement on the cemented "The Ark" is of two storeys with crow-stepped
lintel. None of the dormer windows are now gables. A door and three windows of the
pedimented, nor are any of the floors vaulted. eastern gable have rounded arrises, but another
The masonry is rubble, probably once harled, door, which has a moulded edge-roll, is probably
but now cemented.
the original entrance. The lintel of the more
(r6) The house attached to " The Study" at northerly of the upper two windows is inscribed
the northern end is modernised and is also with the initials A.G. and I.C. over the date
cemented. It has a street door similar to that r609. Below the sills of these windows, and
of "The Study" and bears the date r67r in running the whole width of the gable, is a
cement on the lintel. In a semi-octagonal moulded string-course returned at the ends.
projection at the eastern end of the south wall Harling on the walls conceals any traces of
is what was once a doorway but is now a window, insertions, but the house is probably a r7thwith roll-and-hollow moulded jambs and lintel. century building.
On the lintel is a Greek inscription-" God / (24) Adjoining No. 23 on the south side is an
L-shaped structure with a forestair. On a skewprovides and will provide."
(r7) MARKET CRoss.-All that remains of the pu~ is carve~ a female face ",:~th a head-cove~~ng.
original Market Cross is the octagonal base of ThIS house IS locally called The Nunnery.
four steps, on which a modern shaft has been / (25) THE HAVEN, MAIN STREET.- This is an
erect ed (Fig. r89). .
L-shaped house of two storeys and an attic
.1
(r8) On a two-storeyed house on the east with a projecting wheel-stair in the. re-entrant
" side of the street at the foot of the Tanhouse angle, the stair starting from the first floor.
Brae is a dated stone. The house may be of late The wing which has probably been added also
r7th~century date, but the stone is probably
contains a stair, the whole house being cominsert ed. It is a sunk-moulded double panel, pletely modernised. On the north-west skewhaving in the dexter field the initials I.S. and put of the present gable which was originally a
I.L. ·above the date r664, and, in the sinister, mid-partition are the letters ANNO and the date
a spring-balance and a butcher's cleaver.
r623.
j (r9) The second house from the top of the
/ (26) A pediment with scrolled rakes, and
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with crescents at basic angles and apex, is
. built into' the south face of a dike opposite the
entrance to the building marked "Manor" on
the O.S. map. Within an ogival tympanum
is a shield bearing: A saltire and chief within
a bordure, for Bruce. Outside the shield are
carved in relief the initials R.B. and the
date 1622.
V
(27) A Renaissance vase-finial of the 17th
century, measuring I foot 5 inches in height,
by I foot 2 inches in diameter has been ' built
upside down on top of the pier of the entrance
gate at Orchard View. It is roughly carved
with what may have been human heads and
with floral ornaments, and has a fluted cavettomoulding at what was originally the necking.
xxxvii S.E. 21, 23, 27 March 1928.

/ 159. Bordie Tower and Dovecot.-In the farrristeading of Bordie, two miles north-north-west
of Culross; are the remains of an L-shaped
house of the 17th century, which has been three
storeys and an attic in height. The part still
standing has evidently been the wing, while on
the west can be traced a fragment of the west
gable of the main block, containing one jamb of
the entrance. In the east wall is one small
window which has back-set margins and a
triangular pediment. To the east of the ruin is
a barn, the fabric of which dates from the I/th
century.
.
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longer aXis north-west and south-east, from
ground that must always have been more or
less swampy. Round its margin, and enclosing
an area of fully an acre, runs a scarp such as
may once have been surmounted by a palisade,
and outside of this is a shallow but fairly welldefined ditch, beyond which again, and representing at least part of its upcast, is a mound of
earth with a height varying from 2 to 3 feet,
and an average "spread" of about 20 feet.
The dimensions of the ditch are far from
uniform. On the north-east segment it is only
about 20 feet wide, while on a line drawn due
east and west at the intersection of the axes it
is some 10 or 12 feet wider. H ere and there,
where it is widest, particularly on the southwest segment, there are indications of a third
mound, lying about 20 feet out from its inner
lip and perhaps intended to support additional
palisading. The ground is largely overgrown
with trees and bracken, so that the outline of
the whole is difficult to make out. There are
no traces of an entrance.
xxxvii N.E. 22 April 1925.

DOVECOT.-Within 100 yards to the south of
the steading is a rectangular two-chambered
dovecot of 17th-century date, measuring 22 feet
I inch by 18 feet over all. In each flank is an
entrance and a landing platt for the birds.
xxxvii N.E. 20 March 1928.
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS.
1/ 160. Fort on Margin of Moor Dam, Keir
Plantation.-This fort, known locally as " The
Roman Camp" or "The Trench Knowe," lies
between the 100- and 200-feet contour lines, at a
point about 600 yards to the north-east of Moor
Cottage. It is so close to the Moor Dam that
the segment of it immediately adjacent to this
artificial pond has been seriously encroached
. upon by the processes of banking-up and pathmaking. The actual site is a low and roughly
pear-shaped elevation which rises, with its
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FIG. 192.- Fort. Castlehill Wood (No. 16r) .

west of Bogside Railway Station, and at an
elevation of 200 feet above sea-level, is a small
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plateau of very regular oval form with its major
axis north-west and south-east. It is surrounded by a single ditch, the well-marked
enclosure thus produc~d having a maximum
measurement of 185 by 135 ·feet. At the southeast the ditch has been left uncut in order to
provide a passage for entrance. This passage
has been about 20 feet wide, and at its inner
end there are on either side faint traces of a low
mound, which in all probability once ran right
round the edge of the enclosure and which may
have been palisaded.
xxxii S.E. 23 April I925.

elevation of 200 feet above sea-level, is a flat
natural outcrop of rock with two oblong
cavities, 13 inches apart, cut on its surface, in a
line due north and south. The cavity on the
north measures 19t by II! by II inches and
that on the south 14 by II! by 10 inches. The
stone is known as the Bordie Standard Stone,
and the cavities are popularly said to have been
formed as supports for standards used at a
battle foright in the immediate neighbourhood.
xxxvii N.E. 21 July 19;Z5 .
SITE.

-J 165· Dunimarl Castle, remains of.-Fully half
a mile west of Culross, on the north side of the
road to Kincardine-on-Forth, the site of Dunimarl Castle shows only the remains of a western
wall, probably a curtain, with a vaulted tower,
now ruinous, at its northern end . .
xxxvii S.E. 22 March 1928.

MISCELLANEOUS.

J

162. Armorial Stones, Pond Cottage, Culross.
- Above the inner side of the entrance to the
garden are two lintel stones bearing coats-ofarms. On the dexter one is a shield enclosed
by the initials M.E.B. and bearing: On a
salt ire a lion rampant, for Bruce. The sinister
lintel bears a shield flanked by the initials
M.C. and the date 1599; the shield is parted
. per pale and bears: dexter, A salt ire and chief,
for Bruce; sinister, a fess checky, in chief a
crescent between two mullets and in base a
boar's head couped, for Clerk. The initials and
arms are apparently those of Master Edward
Bruce, second son of Edward Bruce of Blairhall,
created first Lord Kinloss in 1601, and his wife,
Magdalene Clerk of Balbirnie.
xxxvii S.E. I9 March I928.
Ii

[CULTS.

CULTS .
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.

16~ Fort, Lady Mary's Wood.-This fort,
w 'ch stands on the crest of a ridge about 400.
yards north-east of Walton Cottages, at an

t

163. Borestone, near Moor Cottage.-The
sandstone boulder known as " The Borestone,"
lies on the sloping left bank of a small streaman outlet from the Moor Dam-at a distance of
about a quarter of a mile from the modern
Tulliallan Castle. The actual spot is within the
shrubbery about 250 yards to the north-west
of the keeper's cottage and near a small bridge
or culvert, which carries the drive to the castle
over the stream. It rises to a height of about
2 feet 9 inches above ground and is 3 feet 10
inches long. It is said to mark a point on the
boundary between the parishes of Tulliallan
and CuIross.
xxxvii N.W. 23 April 1925.

J 164. Standard Stone, Bordie Moor.-About
600 yards north-west from Bordie Farm, at an

FIG. 193.-Fort, Lady Mary's Wood (No. 166).
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elevation of rather more than 250 feet above
sea-level, is now much destroyed, particularly
on the east side, where the defences have been
almost entirely obliterated. The site is thinly
planted with trees, and a portion of the enclosure
is occupied by the vault of the Crawford family.
The outline of the fort has apparently been
defined by a scarp and seems to have been
roughly oval or pear-shaped in form, the major
axis lying north-east and south-west. The
interior area has been defined on the west by
a low glacis, below which it has been girt by
two concentric ramparts. Owing to the steepness with which the ground rises, the top of the
glacis is about 4t feet higher than that of the
inner rampart, while the top of the innet rampart is in turn 4t feet higher than that of the
outer one. There are also clear indications of a
ditch outside, but the position of the entrance
is uncertain, although it was probably at the
north-west, as suggested on the plan. On the
north, where only one line of rampart, probably
the outer one, can now be clearly followed, there
is a mound (which is possibly not original) at
about the place where the inner rampart would
be looked for. Over all, the fort measures about
420 by 375 feet.
"Many urns and bones," says the New
Statistical Account, ix, p. 565, "have been dug
up on and near this hill."
xiii S.E. 8 June 1925.
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Prior of St. Andrews at some distance from the
earlier building (cf. No. 174), which lay on the
north side of the burgh.l The" new" building
was 133 feet long by 54 feet in breadth and
consisted of a long narrow nave with two sideaisles, extending its whole length, and a western
tower. It had a barrel-roof of wood, " painted
in the taste of the times." The tower, which
then stood at the western end of the north aisle,
was built" up to the battlement." By 1785,
however, the fabric as a whole was in " a state
of total decay" and, with the exception of the
tower, was pulled down to make room for its
successor.2 What is left of the 15th-century
structure is the tower with part of the west wall
of the nave, and the three western bays of its
north arcade, these last being built up as part
of the south wall of a flat-roofed vestry or
session-house erected in the space between the
old tower and the west gable of the present
church.
The tower (Fig. 190) is a handsome fourstoreyed structure measuring 69 feet from
ground to parapet, and 18 by 22! feet over walls
3! feet thick. The masonry is of ashlar in
courses lot to 15 inches in height. A stringcourse, enriched with paterae, forms a sillcourse to the west window of the nave, and is
continued all the way along the west gable of
the tower. Three courses above this level is a
narrow window with lozenge-shaped head,
lighting the lowest storey of the tower. In the
167~ Symbol Stone, ·Walton.-This broken next storey are small windows to north and
sl b-of red sandstone was originally found on east, while a third on the south side has been
the farm of Walton Hill, which is situated at an built up. Below this last is an opening with
elevation of 200 feet above sea-level about one ogiV'al head, giblet-checked, which is below the
and a half miles south-east of Springfield wall-pead of the nave roof, and so may have
Station. It is now preserved at Crawford formed an access for repair and for cleaning the
Priory, a mansion house in the same parish. high west window. The third storey of the tower
It measures about one foot square and is from was the original bell-chamber and has on each
four to five inches thick. On one face are face an opening with pointed head.
incised the eagle sY1Jlbol and the mirror symbol..
The fine Renaissance spire was built in 1620
The stone is fully described in Early Christian by the Rev. Wm. Scott at his own expense. At
Monuments, p. 344, and in Froc. Soc Ant. Scot., the same date the storey beneath the parapet
vol. xxviii (1893-4)' p. ~.
was rebuilt, the division between the earlier
"Z.I
and later work being indicated on the outside
xiii S.E. 27 April 192 .
by a string-course; this storey now became the
bell-chamber, lit by a pair of lancet windows
CUPAR.
on each face. The spire rises to a height of 44
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
feet above the parapet-walk and has a gallery
168. St. Michael's Church.- In 1415 a " .new half-way up, above and below which are tiers
pa ish church" was founded in Cupar, by the of lucarnes. The parapet-walk projects . on
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moulded corbels and is protected by a balus- corselet bears in relief three lions' heads erased.
trade with finials midway in the length and at The hands are bare and clasped on the breast ;
the corners. In the centre of the eastern there are rings on the right index and little
balustrade is a panel dated I620 and bearing: fingers as well as on the left index finger.
Three garlands, the arms of the burgh, beneath
TOMBSTONEs.--Against the east gable of the
a crown.
parish church stands a memorial slab, 3 feet
The tower opened to nave and aisle through 7 inches by 6 feet 7 inches by 7 inches, which is
archways, now infilled, the pier at its south- unusual in respect of the profusion of its heraldic
east angle being hexagonal, while the other achievements (Fig. I9I); not only are those of
piers of the arcade are cylindrical. The arches the deceased recorded, but also those of his
are of two orders with chamfered edges and collaterals. The marginal inscription encloses a
rest on moulded capitals. Within the tower panel and reads: HEIR. LYIS . BVRIED . ANE /
a newel-stair ascends to the second storey, HONORABLE . MAN . THOMAS. CRICHTONE . / OF .
from which level ladders lead to the bell- BODVMCRAlG . SONE . TO . VMVHYLE . / M. JAMES.
carriage.
CRICHTONE . OF . CRANSTOVN-RIDDELL . / WHO.
The lowest storey of the tower has a lofty DECESSED. THE. 3. DAY. /OF . FEBRV. [Y]EERE. OF./
barrel-vault pierced with a circular opening, GOD. I6I9 . [AGED] 44 . YEERIS. A helm and
through which to hoist the bells. The storey mantling occupy the centre of the panel and are
above is also vaulted, and is provided with a flanked by two labels, the dexter illegible, but
hatch. It is divided into two parts, the eastern presumably inscribed, ON. THE. FATHERS. SYD,
one containing the stair and a vestibule, the since the sinister bears, ON . THE. MOTHERS. SYD.
western one a little chamber. On the third Crichton's arms, a lion rampant, are imfloor, which as we have seen was the earlier mediately beneath the helm, and the shield is
bell-chamber, are the corbels which supported flanked by his initials. On the" father's side"
the original bell-carriage. Within the later bell- are four shields. The uppermost bears a lion
chamber hang two bells, both of which have rampant, probably for Crichton of Cranstounbeen re-founded. The larger was originally cast Riddell. The next shield has a chevron between
in I485, the smaller in I689.
three hunting horns, which a label above
with THE LAIRD CORSTARPHIN [OF]
identifies
HERALDIC CARVING.-The second pier from
THAT
[ILK].
The shield below shows a fess
the west of the nave arcade has borne beneath
three
hunting horns, for Forrester;
between
the capital an heraldic carving, of which
the
inscription
on the label is illegible. The
the supporters, two lions rampant, alone
lowest
shield
appears
to bear a bend. On the
remaIn.
" mother's side" are likewise four shields. The
EFFIGY.-Rebuilt into the west wall of the uppermost, as the label testifies, represents THE
present church is a good I5th-century tomb ERLE OF BVCKCLVCHE, and bears: On a bend,
recess, with a segmental arch enriched with a mullet between two crescents. The shield
paterae. It contains a knightly effigy (Fig. I56) , below denotes THE LAIRD OF CR!CHE (Beaton) :
clad in plate armour of the time and in an un- Quarterly, Ist and 4th, a chevron; 2nd and 3rd.
usually fine state of preservation. The figure a mascle below two mascles in chief. The next
represents a member of the family of Fernie, shield bears: A buck's head erased beneath a
who were hereditary constables of Crail and chevron, for Kerr, while the label is considerably
foresters of Falkland. 3 On a shield above the defaced and only [R]OKISBRVCHE (Roxburgh) is
tomb are the Fernie arms: Gules, a fess, legible. The lowest shield records THE ER~E OF
wreathed gules and or, between three lions' ARROLE with three escutcheons, for Hay.
heads erased, or. The figure, 51 feet in length,
Near the south boundary wall of the churchlies on ' a coped stone shaped like a coffin-lid yard is an upright slab, 3 feet I inch by 4 feet
with a cushion beneath the head. At the feet, I inch by 6 inches thick, commemorating three
which are spurred, is a lion preying on a ram, victims of the Covenanting times. The slab has
and at the side is a sword with fan-shaped a scrolled top, and in the centre of the upper
pommel and straight quillons, the scabbard part is a hand, to dexter a head in profile, to
having a midrib and enriched chape. The sinister another head in full face. One side is
88
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inscribed: HERE LIES INTERRED THE HEADS OF
lAUR(EN)CE HAY/AND ANDREW PITULLOCH WHO/
SUFFERED MARTYRDOM AT EDINR. JULY 13TH
1681 / FOR ADHERING TO THE WORD OF GOD &
SCOTLANDS / COVENANTED WORK OF REFORMATION AND ALSO ONE OF THE HANDS OF DAVID
HACKSTON / OF RATHILLOT WHO WAS MOST
CRUELLY MURDERED / AT EDINR. JULY 30TH
1680 / FOR THE SAME CAUSE. The other
side bears the date 1680 and the following
verses:

[CUPAR.

which bears the date 1590 and the initials of
George Clephane of Carslogie and of his spouse
Katherine Orme. 2 The internal arrangement,
however, would suggest a rather later period.

Our persecuters fill'd with rage
Their brutish fury to aswage
Took heads and hands of martvrs off
That they might be the people;s scoff
They H ackston's body cutt asunder
And set it up a world's wonder
In several places to proclaim,
These monsters gloryd in their shame.
RE-ERECTED
JULY 13TH 1792.

10

0

10

I

.20 FEET

I

;:
,

c.!>T.C

FIG. 194 .-Carslogie House (No. 16)l).

There are, it is true, many indications of an
extensive alteration: but these, so far as they
can be dated, are of the 18th century. The
cart-shed ISO yards to the north-east contains
a lintel inscribed, 17 DC IC 10, for David Clephane and his wife Joanna Colville. This
probably came from the house.
The entrance is centred in the north wall,
and within the wall-thickness on the left hand
an 18th-century stair leads to the first floor.
The lowest storey is vaulted in ashlar and
comprises four store-rooms, grouped in pairs on
either side of a central passage; a fifth compartment has subsequently been contrived by
enclosing the farther end of the passage. The
store-rooms are fitted with aumbries and are lit
from narrow windows. Their doorways are
rounded and quirked at the architraves. The
upper floor has apparently been divided by a
partition, each chamber having a fireplace,
which was afterwards contracted. With two
exceptions none of the windows seems to be
original. The west ern chamber was provided
with a close garderobe ent ered from the
embrasure of a window. In the jamb on the
opposite side of the same window is an ogivalheaded and giblet-checke·d aumbry. The floor
above has been similarly subdivided, but the
two chambers, each of which had a close garderobe, must have at first been on different levels,
since the eastern floor has obviously been raised.
Fireplaces and windows here are mainly of the

1 Book of Paisley (New Club), s.a.
The
church of Cupar belonged to St. Andrews.
Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., 1471, No. 1039. 2 Stat.
Acct., xvii, pp. 140-1. The church is shown on
a plan of 1642 by Gordon of Rothi~ay.
3 Sheriff Court Book of Fife (S.H .S.), p. 3.
Cf. also Eccles. Arch., iii, p. 547.

xiii N.E. 8 June 1925.

e
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SECULAR BUILDINGS.

Carslogie Ho~se.-This ruin stands 200
yards east of the farm house of Carslogie and
one and a half miles west of Cupar. Although
the house was occupied down to last century,
its remains are in a bad state and in parts
dangerous. The plan shows an 0blong, measuring
491 feet from east to west by 291 feet, while on
the north there has been a projecting wing,
apparently a later erection, now removed. The
building has been at least three storeys and an
attic in height and has had on the west an
enclosure, the gateway of which can still be
traced. The masonry throughout is of rubble
with freestone dressings.
The house has been ascribed to the 16th
century, mainly on the evidence of a dormer
pediment, now lying within the ground floor,
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·18th century, but there are traces of the earlier
ones.
DOVECOT.-A short distance to the west of the
farmhouse is a single-chambered rectangular
dovecot with crow-stepped gables, measuring
23t by 18 feet externally. There is one stringcourse, stepped at the flanks. The nests are of
stone.
HISTORICAL N OTE.-There is a family charter
by Duncan, Earl of Fife, in the reign of Robert I,
confirming to John Clephane the lands of
Carslogie (" Clesclogie "), which had been held
by his predecessors. 1 In 1582 George "Clepane" of Carslogie disposed of these lands to
George" Clepane" junior and his wife Katherine
Orme, the latter having in life-rent the dominical
lands "with their fortalice."2 In Sibbald's
time (1710) Carslogie was the seat of Mr.
David Clephane. 1
1 Sibbald's History oFFife, Etc. (ed. 1803),
p. 394- 2 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 420.
xiiiN.E. I I June 1925.

old as 1623, and are probably three-quarters of
a century later. There are no further features
of interest . other than a simple Renaissance
gateway at the northern end of the garden, just
in front of the Moat Hill.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-This was the Town
House of Preston of Airdrie, in the parish of
Crail (d. p. 62). In 1660, "The Laird of
Airdrie in Fyfe, depairted out of this life at his
own house in Cupar." A sister of Preston of
Airdrie was married in 1662, and" the marriage
feast stood in hir brothers house at Cuper."Lamont's Diary, pp. 123, 143.
xiii N.E. I I June 1925:
. MISCELLANEOUS.

V.

171 Cupar Cross.-In 1817 the market cross
w removed from Cupar to Wemyss Hall Hill,
but in 1897 it was replaced on the present site,
at the junction of Crossgate, Bonnygate, and
St. Catherine Street. On the pedestal, which is
either modern or re-dressed, is an oval cartouche
bearing three garlands, two and one, for the
burgh of Cupar, with the motto, UNITAS on a
label below. The supporters are angels, and
the crest is a lion rampant. A circular shaft
dated 1683 rises from the pedestal, and on this
the motto is repeated. The capital is modern,
but is surmounted by the original unicorn,
which is ,gorged and chained and supports a
shield bearing : On a saltire, a thistle slipped.

I 170· Preston Lodge, Cupar.-This large 17thcentury house stands in the Bonnygate, fronting
the street. It is roughly square on plan with
two little wings projecting southward. It is
now four storeys in height. The roof, however,
has been raised and is not original. There
seems indeed to have been a good deal of
alteration, but as the walls are clad with creepers
a thorough examination is impossible. The
older entrance is in the north wall at the top
of a short flight of steps. It is a Renaissance
doorway of the late 17th century, and above it
is a space for an armorial panel. On the west
wall of the house is a triangular pediment
bearing the date 1623, a merchant's mark, and
the motto: SAT. CITO / SI . SAT. BENE.
Within the house is a fine old scale-andplatt staircase of oak, the balusters of which
are square-sectioned, while the lower part
of the newel posts is pedestal-shaped, the
upper part a delicate shaft. The doors and
finishings at the first-floor landing are elaborately moulded and carved. The principal room
on the first floor; which is the dining-room, is
panelled in oak. The fireplace is set between
two pillars, but these are renewals, rendered
necessary by the raising of the ceiling. Staircase, doors, and panelling are obviously not as

[CUPAR.

xiii N.E. 24 June 1925.
SITES.

~§ The

Moat Hill, Cupar.- In a loop of the
River Eden within the burgh is an eminence
known as the Moat Hill. It is a natural' kame'
now featureless. On the pictorial plan of the
town by Gordon of Rothiemay (1642), it is
named the" Mute Hill," and is therefore the
Mons Placiti or " Court Hill" of 1497.- Reg.
Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 2360.
vii S.E. I I June 1925.

173. he Castle Hill, Cupar.- This is merely a
site.A- d is now occupied by the buildings of the
Bell Baxter School. "In levelling a piece of
ground, in order to form the turnpike road that
leads from Cupar to the east, there
, were lately
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found, in the vicinity of the Castle-hill, several thick, is treated in the Gothic manner. The
stone coffins containing human skeletons. The walls are divided into bays by simple butcoffins were adorned with the figures of warriors, tresses, and in each bay is an arched window
rudely sculptured, and covered with unknown . infilled with a " plate" form of tracery. The
characters. Englisp. and French coins, of con- principal entrance, ' a Renaissance door-piece
siderable antiquity, have been dug up in dated 1621, is at the western end. Above it is a
removing the rubbish from the ground where the panel-space containing a scrolled cartouche with
a shield flanked by bunches of fruit and bearing :
castle once stood."-Stat. Acct., xviii, p. 158.
On a chevron three oak trees eradicated, a boar's
vii S.E. I I June 1925.
head couped, for Spottiswood; below the shield
The O.S. map records sites as under :are the initials 1.S. in metal, and a text, also in
j
IEHOVAH . DILEXI. DE /COREM. DOMVS . TV.£
metal,
/I 174. Cupar Church and Graveyard.-This is
th . e of the " church or chapel of St. Chris- (" J ehovah, I have loved the beauty of thy
topher situated in the old cemetery of the burgh house"). There is a second doorway in the
and" called the Old Church."l "The founda- south wall. The sill-course of the windows
tions of this ancient building were removed by returns as a string round the walls and buttresses,
breaking upward round the doorways. The
the present proprietor in 1759."2
roof
has been renewed. Originally it was a flat
1 Reg. Sec. Sig., ii, Nos. 1510, 4314.
2 Stat.
lead
roof within a little parapet, now missing,
Acct., xvii, p. 140.
and provision has beel! made in each bay for
vii S.E.
the escape of roof-water through outlets in the
form of grotesque masks. The belfry is borne
on corbelling ingeniously planned to suit the
piers below. The turret, which is octagonal and
surmounted by a stone spire rising within a
balustraded coronal, contains a newel-stair
projecting within the building. The oak door
at the entrance to the stair is original.
Internally the church has been modernised.

175. Church, east of the town.
xiii N.E.
DAIRSIE.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
176. Parish .Church.- The church of Dairsie
(.
98), was built by Archbishop Spottiswood
in 1621 and still serves the parish. It is a

TOMBSTONE.-Against the external south wall
lies the t ombstone of DAVID RUSSEL IN DAIRSIE,
who died in 1648. It measures 5 feet 10 inches
by 3 feet 5 inches and contains a circular panel
bearing: A chevron between three tadpoles, for
Russell. Cf. Cast. and Dom. Arch., v, p. 153.
viii S.W. I June 1927.
SECULAR BUILDING .
.Kr 77. Dairsie Castle.-Dairsie Castle stands on
high...ground overlooking the River Eden about
fifty yards south-south-west of the parish church.
It dates from the 16th century and the plan has
been that of an oblong main block, three storeys
in height, with two circular towers projecting
from diagonally opposite angles. All that is
now left, however, is a mere shell, thicklyovergrown in places with ivy. The masonry of the
main block is rubble with heavily chamfered
ashlar dressings, while the towers have been
entirely ashlar-faced. The southern tower and

simple oblong building, lying north-east and
south-west, with a belfry turret rising from the
southern angle; under the eastern end is a
burial vault, now used as a heating chamber.
The masonry is ashlar. Although erected at
such a late date, the building, which measures
77! feet by 31 feet over walls 3 feet 9 inches
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the south wall are the most complete portions.
The former has gun-loops in the lower part, and
its topmost storey has been corbelled out to a
rectangular plan. The entrance seems to have
been on the north, where the ground rises to a
height that would admit of direct access to the
first floor, and the wall on this side contains an
empty panel-space. The stair ascending from
the first floor lies within the northern tower,
r------

,
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HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1537 Dairsie b elonged
to the family of Learmonth, and in that year
James Learmonth of Dairsie purchas ~ d the
lands of Balcomie (d. No. 123).1 In 1616 there
is a royal confirmation of a charter of the lands
of Dairsie with the manor-place, by Sir John
Learmonth of Balcomie to John Spottiswood,
eldest son of Archbishop Spottiswood, the son
to hold in feu-farm of the father. 2 But before
1647 the lands had passed to Sir George Morison,
who in that year had a charter of novodamus of
these lands as resigned by John Spottiswood of
Dairsie. Morison's lands were also erected into
a fre~ barony with the tower and manor-place
of Dairsie as head messuage or residence. 3 The
Spottiswoods had been concerned in the rising
under Montrose, and two of the family had been
Morison of Prestongrange, who
executed.
bought the est at e, was the father-in-law of Sir
Robert Spottiswood, lord-president of the Court
of Session, one of those who suffered. 4
1 R eg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 1710. 2 Ibid. , s.a.,
No. 1432. 3 Ibid., s.a., No. 1837. 4 Millar's
Fife, Pictorial and H istorical, i, p . 166.
viii S.W. 2 June 1927.

~Dairsie Bridge.-

Within 200 yards of the
the Eden is spanned by a fine
mediaeval bridge (Fig. 61) of three arches, each
with four stout, chamfered ribs· on the soffit.
The bridge has a length of 97 feet 10 inches, and
the roadway is I I feet 4 inches in width, the
soffit measuring 14 feet I inch in width; on the
piers are projecting cut-waters, one being carried
upwards as a refuge. The parapets and the
approach at either end have been renewed, but
otherwise the bridge seems unalfered. On the
north-eastern side is a panel with a trefoiled
hood containing a shield, behind which appears
an archiepiscopal staff with trefoiled arms set
between what may be the initials I.E. From
the river bank the arms cannot be deciphered,
but they have been identified1 as those of J ames
Beaton, Archbishop of St. Andrews, 1522-1538.
His arms appear on his seal as: Quarterly,
1St and 4th, a fess between three mascles ; 2nd
and 3rd, on a chevron an otter's .head erased;
on the cross-staff behind the shield the arms
have bulbous ends .
1 Northern Notes and Queries, IV, p. 17.
viii S:W . 2 June 1927.

~ church,

FIG. Ig6.-Dairsie Castle (No. 177).

but it is uncert ain how the ground-floor storey
was entered.
On the ground floor were two vaulted
chambers, the inner or east ern one obviously
the kitchen, as is indicated by the remains of a
large fireplace in the east gable and by a slop
sink and water inlet set respectively t o south
and north. The upper floors also contained two
chambers, the larger on the first floor being the
hall, where the lofty window looking south,
which has an edge-roll margin and a locker in
the ingoing, probably lit the dais. The second
floor of the main block is fragmentary. The
upper part of the southern tower h as been
altered for use as a dovecot.
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FIG.

198.- Dairsie Parish Church (No. 176).
T o face p. 92.
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FIG.

I99.- West end, St . Bridget's Church (No . ISO).

FIG.

FIG .

200 .- D onibristle: Gates (No. IS3 ).

20I.- Laircl's Loft, St. B rid get's Church (No. ISO).
To face p . 93·
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clad, and it h as been so greatly altered that there
is now little which can be definitely identified
179. Cist Buria1.-In July 1886, a cist burial with the fabric consecrated in 1244.
wa: .scovered at Dairsie, on a slightly elevated
The original church has been a singleknoll overlooking the valley of the Eden. The chambered structure, measuring 55 feet 8 inches
following detailed description of the find was by 16t feet within walls 2 feet 10 inches in
contributed to the Society of Antiquaries of thickness. But on the flanks post-Reformation
Scotland in December of the same year. 1 "The ' aisles have been added and at the western end
cist, which was about 2 feet 6 inches under the
_ 1 3~ CENTURY?
r-=--m~-:
~1 6!!!
present surface, lay nearly ncirth and south,
:
: ~----,
~1'1T "
and measured 3 feet 6 inches in length internally,
Eilll LAT[R
by I foot 10 inches in width. It was formed of
large and massive slabs of the sandstone of the
district,. and, when cleared of the infiltrated sand
was found to be paved at a depth of about 2 feet
with rounded wat~r-worn pebbles. The interment was unburnt, but the bones of the skeleton
were sorely wasted, only the more solid portions
FIRST FLOOR
of the shafts of the long bones and a part of the
skull . remaining undecayed . The skull was
found at the south end of the cist, and beside
it and close to the east side of the cist the fragments of the bottom part of the urn. On the
same side of the cist, but near the north end,
and close to where the feet would have been,
BUR IAL VAULT
CHURCH
were four arrow-heads of flint. . .. They lay
close together, with the points towards the north
end of the cist, as if the four arrow-shafts had
GROUND FLOOR
been laid alongside of the body. The urn was
of the t all thin-lipped form, with bulging sides,
and finely ornamented with a rather uncommon
10
0
10
120
30
40
50
60 FEET
combination of bands of zigzags and chequers.
1II IIIIIIiI
1
1
I
I
I
I C.!o.T.C..
It measures 7 inches in height and 51 inches in
FIG. 202 .-St. Bridget's Church (No. 180).
diameter at the mouth" (Figs. 5, 14).
The relics are now preserved in the National a Z-planned building of the 17th centUl;y
Museum.
(Fig. 199), comprising burial vaults on the
1 Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxi (1886-7), pp. 132-3.
ground floor, and a laird's loft and retiring
room on the upper floor. According to the
Statistical Account (xv, p. 267), the room was
DALGETY .
used as a residence for about t wenty years-by
Andrew Donaldson, the incumbent, who had
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.
been forced to retire on the restoration of
Episcopacy in 1661, but lived to resume his
180. St. Bridget's Church.-The ruins of this
charge. Towards the close of the 17th century
church, enclosed by its churchyard, lie within lofts were inserted at the ends of the original
the Donibristle estate on the shore of Dalgety nave, the western one being entered apparently
Bay. The situation is one of great natural through the laird's loft, the eastern one from a
beauty, but it proved inconvenient for the wide forestair built against the east gable .
parishioners, the majority of whom reside in
The masonry of the nave is of rubble, latterly
the landward part of the parish. The modern harled, and the windows and doors have exposed
church has therefore been built half a mile dressings, which are chamfered at the arris,
to the north. The building is roofless and ivy- and in the latest examples also back-set. A
MISCELLANEOUS.

It

I
I
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buttress at the south-east angle, the only
buttress on the structure, is in three stages, and
may be 13th-century work, although it cannot
be definitely dated as such. The south door
towards the western end, which has an arched
head formed in two stones, res~mbles I6thcentury work, but here again precision of dating
is impossible. The other doors and windows
are of the 17th century. The only pre-Reformation feature left within the church is a piscina,
which is placed at the east end of the south wall
and has a mutilated stone bowl with apparently
a credence-recess behind. Two of the mortuary
aisles are ruinous, but the aisle of Inglis of
Otterston, which projects from the north wall
of the church and was built in the first half of
the 17th century, is complete. It opens out of
the nave through an archway, which has
panelled jambs with moulded imposts and bases,
and its roof is a pointed barrel-vault covered
with modem stone slabs. In its west wall are
five panels, the earliest recording the demise of
Elizabeth Heriot, "spouse to Williame Ingls (sic)
of Otterstoune," who died in I62I. The adjoining panel was prepared for her husband, but the
dates have not been filled in. The outside
entrance to the aisle bears in the pediment the
initials of William Inglis, with E.S. It is now
built up.
The western addition is more interesting.
Though small in extent, it is a fine piece of
architecture, proportions and detail being exceptionally good. The walls are built of ashlar
in lot inch courses having an average depth of
10 inches. Lighting the vaults are narrow slits
with 4-inch chamfers, while the upper v\'i.ndows,
2! by 4t feet daylight size, have moulded
margins, slightly back-set. The skews are
tabled. The main west gable is surmounted by
a bell-cote, and the gable of the wing has a
crescent as a finial. The entrance to the vaults
is closed, but the door has had a moulded
margin, and above is a panel bearing traces of a
painted inscription. A tllrnpike, contained
within a semi-octagonal projection at the northeast angle, leads to the upper floor. The stair
rises one flight only. The main roof was continued to cover the turret, not a very common
arrangement. The laird's loft, which occupies
the main block, is a handsome and well proportioned chamber having a wide opening to the
interior of the church; the walls are panelled
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in stone between the windows and a moulded
stone cornice returns at wall-head level (Fig. 201).
The ceiling was elliptical in form, constructed in
lath and plaster. The little retiring-room is in
the wing and has windows in each outer wall
and a fireplace in the north gable.
The ruin, though at present fairly sound, is
not in good repair.
BELL.-Within the bell-cote used to hang a
small bell, now transferred to St. Fillan's Church,
Aberdour (No. IS). It is some 14 inches in
height and lIt inches in diameter at the skirt ;
a band of crested ornament appears beneath
the crown, and beneath this the inscription in
Gothic lettering, 0 MATER DEI MEMENTO MEl,
the words being separated by scrolls shaped like
the letter S (see Pre-Reformation Churches in
Fife and the Lothians, J. Russell Walker, vol. i).
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS.-(I) The most
interesting of these is a fine slab (Fig. 46).
built into the north wall of the nave inside the
church. It measures just over 6 by 3 feet and
in the centre is a shield bearing: Quarterly,
1st and 4th, a lion rampant debruised by a
ribbon, for Abernethy; 2nd and 3rd, on a
chevron between three escallops a boar's head
erased between two mullets, for Moultrie of
Seafield. The marginal inscription is boldly
carved and reads: HEIR LYIS ANE HONORABIL
MAN CAjLIT VILLIAjM ABERNETHE OF DAGATI
QVHILKj DEIT YISj ZER OFj GODjIS40. Flanking
the shield are the initials W.A. The slab has
been protected with a modem roof, which is
now destroyed and should be renewed.
(2) Also within the church, but built against
the south wall, is a Renaissance mural monument with the following inscription:
IN MEMORIAM DOMINAE A MENSTRE / FATIS
COMESSAE PRID. CAL. DEC./
CORPUS HIC CLARAE PIETATIS ALMAE
FlLIAE CRAMUND DOMINAEQUE MENSTRAE
VITA DUM IN TERRIS FUIT !LLA PRUDENS
NUNC ET IN ALTIS
ET SIBI CHRISTUM BONITAS AMICUM
LIBERAE CURlS SINE LABE FAMAM
AEQUITAS FECIT CANET HALLELUJA
JAM SIBI CAELIS
ALIUD

t

After

ALIUD

understand

t
EPITAPHIUM.

Ancient and H istorical Monuments-Fije, I<inross, and Clackmannan.

FIG'. 203.- Donibristle (No. 1S3 ).

PIG. 2o+- Chape l, Fordell (Ko. lSI).

Ancient and H istorica! J',[onurnents-Fife, I<inross, and Clackrnannan.

FIC 205 .- From the v.·est.

F IG. 206.- Frolll the North-East.

FIG. 207.-From the So uth-East.
FORDELL CASTL E (No. 182).
To face p. 95.
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HANC NE TRANSIRET MORTALIS/ CULMEN HONORIS/
REX SUPERUM GREMIO/CONDIDIT IPSE SUO

I68I
(" In memory of the Lady of Menstrie, *
snatched away by Death on November 30th.
Here lies the body of one known to many as
the devoted daughter of the Laird of Cramond
~nd wife of the Laird of Menstrie. During her
hfe upon earth she followed wisdom. Now, too,
on high, where she is free from worldly cares,
her .goodness has w~n for her the friendship of
ChrIst, and glory wIthout spot has been given
her by Eternal Justice. H enceforward she
will sing her Hallelujah in the Heavens.
A second [epitaph]
Lest this lady should win honour tuo great
for a mortal, God Almighty has taken her to
His own bosom ").
The first epitaph is in the unusual form of
, Sapphic' verses, the second is an elegiac
couplet. Within the pediment is a shield,
beneath helm and mantling, parted per pale:
dexter, quarterly, ISt and 4th, an orle; 2nd and
3rd, a fess couped between three crescents, for
Holborne of Menstrie; sinister, a lion saliant,
on a chief three mullets, for Inglis of Cramond.
A label below the shield has the motto, DECUS
SUMMUM VIRTUS, and is flanked by the date I68I.
(3) The monument of Robert Meikle, who
died in I68S, is built against the west wall of
t~e . I7th-century extension.
It is roughly
SImIlar to No.2, and has in the pediment a
shield bearing: A chevron between three
hunting-knives, points downward, and a crescent in chief. These arms occur again on a
tombstone at the east end of the churchyard
with the initials D.C. and LM. and the date I737.
(4) The only mediaeval monument is a fragment of a probably I3th-century slab (Fig. II)
built into the entrance jamb of the small watch~0':lse against the west wall of the churchyard;
It IS now I foot S inches in greatest breadth
and I fo.ot Sf inches in length. Cf. Proc. Soc.
Ant. Scot., xxxiii (I8g8-g), p. 344, and lxii
(Ig27- 8), pp. 99-IO I.
xxxix S.E. 6 May Ig2S.

J

181.

Fordell Chapel.-Within the gardens of

*

Janet, daughter of John Inglis of Cramond,
marned -J ames Holborne of Menstrie. The wife of a
Laird in Scotland was, by courtesy, called" Lady."

[DALGETY.

Fordell, about So yards south-west of the Castle
is a mortuary chapel built by Sir John Hender~
son of Fordell in I6so. It is an oblong structure
~eas':lring 44t by 20t feet over walls 2t feet
III thIckness.
The . elevations are balanced in
the Renaissance manner, but the windows are
late Gothic in fashion with traceried heads
(Fig .. 204). :~~ windows are flanked by panels
bearIng the InItIals S.LH., for Sir John Henderson the builder, D.M.H. for ' Dame Margaret
Hamiltoun his wife, LH. and LM., for John
Henderson and Jean Murray, his wife, and
S.LH. and D.A.B., for Sir John Henderson and,
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11111111111
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I
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I

C.S.T.C .

FIG. 208.-Fordell Chapel (No. 181).

appa~ently, Dame Agnes Bruce, * whose graveslab IS on the floor and who died in I6S6.
The entrance to the chapel is in the south
wall through a Renaissance doorway, above the
cornice of which is an armorial panel within
a moulded border. The shield is parted per pale :
dexter, three piles issuing out of the dexter side,
a crescent between two ermine dots in chief
for Henderson of Fordell; sinister, a bend
checky between six buckles, for Monteath.
Below the shield is a label inscribed, I. HENDER~ON and M. MONTEATH, the initials being repeated
III monogram at the centre.
The shield is
supported by animals with beards and horses'
tails, has a crude mantling with close helm and,
as crest, a hand holding a mullet with a crescent
above. At the ' top of the panel is a label
inscribed, SOLA VIRTVS I6so NOBILITAT (" Virtue
alone ennobles "). On the west gable is a belfry,
embattled and having a tiny slated spire
which may be modern. The chapel wa~
re.stored some years ago, when a burial vault,
WIth an access from within the building, was

* She was wife of John Murray of Drumphine.
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formed in the steep bank to the south. The
roof is modern, but the windows of German and
Flemish painted glass contain a collection of
roundels and panels, in some cases armorial,
dating from the 16th century onwards. Within
the chapel are tablets commemorating various
members of the family, and their initials and
date of decease appear on the flags of the floor.
The building is said to occupy the site of the
old chapel of St. " Therotus "lor" Theoretus."2
1 Reg. Mag. Sig. (15II), No. 3570. 2 Inquis .
SPec. Fife (1625), No. 363.
xxxix S.E. 3 August 1925.
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now be deciphered; it bears the initials I.M.
for J ean Murray of Tullibardine, the wife of the
builder .
The plan is that of two L-shaped houses
placed end to end, forming an oblong main
block, four storeys high, running east and west
and measuring 54 by 241 feet, with stair-wings
10

5

0

10

20 FEET

-1-111+111+1-11++-1111+111--+-1---1-1

SECULAR BUILDINGS.

J

182. Fordell Castle.-This fine 16th-century
mansion (Figs. 205-207), rises within gardens of
great beauty on a fairly level site, enclosed on
three sides by the deep course of the F ordell
Burn, about 2! miles west of Aberdour. It now
stands empty, having been superseded by a
modern house built near by, but is carefully maintained by the proprietrix, by whose ancestor,
James Henderson of Fordell, it was built in 1580,
the date which appears both on the door lintels
and on the north-east skew-put. There had
been an earlier residence,1 in all probability on
the same site. To this, " ane howse of ane gret
quantite "2 was being added in 1567, but in the
following year, "both the old work and the
new "3 were burned down. The house was
thoroughly repaired last century. To this
period may be ascribed the bold water-spout on
the north front, made of iron in form of a dragon,
and covered apparently with a thin coat of
cement, as well as the collection of a pair of
stocks and a set of branks and jougs. The
beacon on the roof ridge is also modern.
Externally, Fordell remains pretty much as it
was when first built, a simply treated, dignified
dwelling, on which corbelled turrets and projections, happily grouped, relieve the plane
wall-surfaces below. The masonry is squared
rubble of excellent quality, probably from a
local quarry. The windows have a chamfer at
the arris, slight in the basement windows and
unusually heavy in those above. There are
dormers on the south wall only. These last
have very weatherworn triangular pediments, all
of which seem to have been inscribed although
only on the central pediment can the markings

GROUND fLOOR
c..S.T.C.

FIG. 209 .-Fordell Castle (No. 182).

projecting from the north-west and south-east
angles and circular turrets corbelled out from
the two remaining angles. The stair-wings,
which contain turnpikes. are carried above the
general wall-head and in the upper part of each
is a chamber reached by a turret-stair.
The stair-wing on the south rises unbroken
to the main wall-head, but above that level it
oversails on a slight, moulded corbel-course, and
terminates in crow-stepped gables. Its north
face bears corbels and a weather-table for tljJ.e
roof of a projecting structure which at one time
stood within the east re-entrant angle, and
immediately above these is a corbelled projection containing the turret-stair. The lintel
of the entrance is inscribed: I.H., in monogram
(for James Henderson), 25 MCR (March) A.D.
1580, markings which may be either an ornament
or an initial, and finally R.

96

DALGETy.J

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

The stair-wing on the north seems to have
been slightly altered in the 17th century, when
it was raised in height. The existing entrance
is of that date, but into the wall above it has
been built the fragmentary lintel of an earlier
one . This is inscribed I.H. and I.M., for
James Henderson and Jean Murray (see supra),
with the date 158[oJ ; a crescent separates the
first two letters, a mullet the next two. Higher
up is an armorial panel with a vine-scroll border
at the sides and head, and panelled spaces at the
foot; on the space in the centre is the date
1567 (see s~tpra), on the dexter space are initials,
apparently A.!, and RE., linked by a cord,
and on the sinister space the initials I.H. The
armorial panel itself has a scrolled cartouche
with the Henderson arms-three piles issuing
from the dexter side, a crescent between two
ermine dots in chief; below the cartouche the
initials I.H . and I.M. again appear, in monogram. The cartouche is supported by two
bearded animals and is surmounted with a
thistle-scroll mantling and esquire's helm, the
latter having as crest a hand holding a mullet.
The motto, SOLA VIRTVS NOBILITAT, is borne on
a scroll above, and over all, breaking into the
border, is a small shield parted per pale: dexter,
fo r Henderson; sinister, three stars within a
double tressure flory-counter-flory, for Murray
of Tullibardine. Above this panel, but forming
no part of it, is a late Gothic finial, flanked by the
initials I.H., round which a moulded stringcourse breaks and returns along the north face
of the wing; from this string rises the corbelling
of the stair-turret. Where the main stair
terminates and the turret-stair commences, the
tower is corbelled out on a bold continuous
encorbellment of three members (Fig. 205), and
rises one storey to a moulded cornice. The
superstructure shows signs of a 17th-century
alteration, the walls being intaken between the
cornice and an oversailing crenellated parapet,
which encloses a look-out. The massive twisted
water-spouts that drain the platform at the top
of the wing are modern. The higher part of the
main north wall next the stair-turret contains
the flue for the hall fireplace, a not unusual
piece of design in late 16th-century work.
The principal entrance is from the north at
the foot of the main turnpike, the north-west
stair (Fig. 206). A short straight flight of steps
leads hence to a vaulted passage which runs

7
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along the north wall of the lowest floor, giving
access to three vaulted chambers. The most
easterly of these chambers was the kitchen,
which could also be reached from the foot of
the south-east stair, the latter access, however,
not being original. The buttress in the west
chamber and also the piers in the passage are
modern. From the west chamber a narrow
mural stair rises to the hall above.
The first floor was divided, as at present, into
two chambers of unequal size, the western,
which was the larger, being presumably the
hall. The smaller room, which would be a
withdrawing room, lay en suite and communicated directly with the outside by means
of the south-eastern stair. The floor of the
storey above has been removed, and a gallery
substituted. Modem windows and a fireplace
have been inserted, and a wide archway has
been formed in the mid - partition, greatly
altering the appearance of the first and second
floors. The close garderobes, one at first-floor
level in the north-east angle and the other at
second-floor level in the south wall, are original.
A small carved panel of the I7th century,
representing a woman seated on a stool holding
her right foot in her left hand, h as been built
into the north wall of the hall.
The north-west staircase rises to the first-floor
level, while the south-east stair goes one storey
higher; ascent from the stair-heads is continued
by the turret-stairs. The first landing of the
north turret-stair gives access to a small chamber,
known as " Queen Mary's Room," situated in
the wing above the main turnpike. This room
is vaulted and the walls are- panelle-d, but the
panelling, although of a I7th-century type,
appears to be fairly modem. The fireplace, with
moulded and coved jambs, dates from about
1620. Three steps higher is the entrance to the
main third floor. This comprises two rooms
en suite, which were fully panelled in the I7th
century, although the panelling has now almost
disappeared. Into these rooms open circular
rooms contained in the turrets. The latter have
an inward projection and the corbelling is seen
internally at the ceiling of the second floor;
the windows are small and there are shot-holes
in the sills. The doors and architraves date
with the panelling, and one door has at the
bottom a small circular opening, once furnished
with a shutter. The stair-wings each contain
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1 Kirk's. Tour, &c., p. 16.
2 J. Sbrkie
Gardner in Victoria and Albert Museum Hand~
book: I ronwork, iii, p. 76.
xxxix S.E. 31 July 1928.

one room above the main third floor level. In
the case of the northern wing this chamber is
vaulted to carry the look-out, which forms an
upper termination.
1 The barony of Fordell had been acquired
by James "Henrisoun" or Henderson, Lord
Justice-Clerk, and, on his resignation, had been
regranted and re-erected into a free barony in
15Il, " Westertoun of Fordell" to be the head
messuage . -Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 3570.
2 Laing Charters, No. 825.
3 Birrel's Diary.
Cf. also Cast. and Dom. Arch., ii, 237.
xxxix S.E. 3 August 1925.
183. Donibristle.-The house of Donibristle
(Fig. 203), situated within fifty yards of the shore
of the Firth of Forth and immediately west of
Dalgety Bay, has been three times destroyed by
fire. All that now remains are the two front
service-wings, which are still inhabited, and the
connecting subterranean passage. These must
have been built about 1720, as the architectural
detail is similar to that on the adjacent stables,
which bear the date 1723 and the initials of
Charles, sixth Earl of Moray, and his Countess,
Anne, daughter of Archibald, ninth Earl of
Argyll. According to a plan of 1768, preserved
at Donibristle, the design of the main house,
which stood on the high lawn north of the wings,
resembled . the letter H. The angles a,re now
marked on the turf. On the lawn stands a
bronze figure, described by Thomas Kirk in
16771 as pay;t of a fountain "in the middle
whereof stands a Mercury, with one foot on the
back of Po tortoise which turns up its neck and
spouts water up to a great height, and washes
the Black's skin." As Kirk does not mention
it, the iron screenwork between the wings, and
therefore the wings themselves, must b~ later
than his visit. It includes in monogram the
initials C.A.M. (supra). Of this screenwork,
which is illustrated in Fig. 200, an authority on
the subj ect says: "The most stately array of
ironwork in Scotland, ... is that to the terraces
and steps at Donibristle, . .. the central feature
being a large arch of latticed and trellised iron
with leaf clusters, rising from stone piers, and
surmounted by a high lantern-like structure
sheltering an "M" under a coronet between
leonine masks. Crowning this is a fine finial of
tulips, also repeated over the stone piers."2
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vA184. Otterston Castle.-The present mansion
stands on rising ground about 2i miles
north-east of Inverkeithing, overlooking the
little loch of Otterston. It is a large composite
structure, the ' earliest part being the L-shaped
central portion, or main block, which lies
roughly east and west, with the wing projecting
from its western end. This was the original
house, built towards the close of the 16th century. The barmkin attached to the eastern
wall of the wing and running northwards was
probably an afterthought. Two of the towers
which stood upon the barmkin still survive,
and close to the more northerly of these is the
entrance t o the enclosure . In the 17th century
two new wings were added within the barmkin,
one as a westward continuation of the main
block and the other as a prolongation of the
original wing. Within modern times extensive
additions were made on both sides of the old
house, and these involved considerable internal
alterations, among which was the gutting of the
lower floors of the original wing to make room
for a new staircase.
The entrance to the original house lies within
the re-entrant angle. It is heavily moulded
and bears on the lintel the date 1589 and what
seem to be D.M. and L.M. in monogram, with
the greeting, WELCVM FREINDIS . Just within
the entrance is a good scale-staircase, which rises
against the east wall of the main block to firstfloor level, from which the ascent is continued
by a turret-stair corbelled out from the eastern
gable; on the upper floors there is a passage
above the scale - stair. This arrangement of
communication is very interesting and at first
sight appears to be an innovation and an
improvement on the more usual plan of the
time, but on examination it proves to be a
reproduction of an arrangement common in
15th-century work.
Above the entrance is a heavy stone corbelling
which returns at the re-entrant angle along the
eastern face of the wing. There are three floors
within the main block and these are served by
the two sets of stairs mentioned above; the
wing has a fourth storey which is reached from
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a second turret-stair corbelled out within the
re-entrant angle. The 17th-century prolongation of the wing is two-storeyed, while that of
the main block is three-storeyed. From the
latter may have come the armorial panel now
inserted high up in the modern gable adjoining.
It is surmounted by a helm and mantling;
the shield is very weatherworn, the arms being
entirely illegible, and is flanked by initials,
which may be G.L. or B.B. or S.-., and a date,
which is either 1636 or 1686.
The ground floor of the old house is vaulted.
On the first floor are two rooms. One, within
the wing, had a 17th-century panelled ceiling in
plaster; the other, within the main block, was a
stately chamber, 30i- by 16t feet, which was
heavily panelled in a late 17th-century mode,
but little of this finishing remains. Elsewhere
the house has been entirely modernised.
HISTORICAL NOTE.- The lands of Otterston
since the 15th century were often sub-divided
and passed through many hands, so that it is
not, so far, possible to allot any of the initials
given above to proprietors at the gillen date.
xxxix S.E. 29 June 1925.
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185. Couston Castle.-On the eastern bank of
Otters ton Loch, less than 12 yards from the
water, is a fragment of a 17th-century house,
thickly covered with ivy. It has been L-shaped
on plan, and part of it has been three storeys
and an attic in height, although the major
portion of the main block has been twostoreyed only, an unusual arrangement. The
masonry is of coursed rubble, the windows
having their jambs and lintels rounded at the
arris. The entrance, which is in the re-entrant
angle and faces eastward, is a good 17th-century
door-piece, opening on the foot of a scale-andplatt stair, which rises to the first floor. The
present extent of the ruin is 35t feet by 18i- feet.
HISTORICAL NOTE.- At the beginning of the
17th century Couston belonged to the family of
Logan; in 1619 the .King confirmed a charter
of James Logan 9f Couston, son and heir of the
lat e John Logan of Couston. l
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 2013.
xxxix S.E. 6 May 1925.

I

186. Upper Mill, Fordell.-This mill, now
reduced to a mere shell, stands on the left bank

[DALGETY.

of Fordell Burn, close to a bridge, a quarter of
a mile south of Fordell Castle. It is a twostoreyed building, rlsing to 14t feet at the eaves
and measuring externally 38 feet in length by
20i feet in breadth. At one time, however, it
extended -farther north, while against the west
wall is a lean-to of one storey. In the south
gable is the principal entrance, which has a
segmental-arch head. Above it is a panel, lIt
teet high by Ii- feet wide, on which are three
lines of inscription-at the top, the letters I.H.
separated by a crescent, for John Henderson of
Fordell (d. No. 182); below, I.M., flanking a
mullet, for Jean Murray his wife; and at the
bottom the date 1585. This stone has apparently been t aken from some older building and
inserted here, as the present structure would
seem to date mainly from the 18th century, the
upper storey of the main building and the leanto being of later construction than the rest.
xxxix S.E. 23 October 1930.

>entrance
187. Dovecot, Donibristle.-Beside the east
to Dalgety Gardens on the estate of
Donibristle, there is a rectangular dovecot,
probably dating from the 18th century. It
measures 17 by 14t feet externally. The
masonry is of rubble, harled. In each flank, as
well as in the roof, are entrances for the birds.
The back wall is surmounted by three finials.
xxxix S.E. 31 July 1928.

A

188. The Monk's Cave.-On Charles Hill, a
promontory between Barnhill and Braefoot bays opposite Inchcolm, is the structure known
as the Monk's Cave. It is entirely artificial and
is really the lower storey of a building, which
was probably a ferry-house and warehouse in
connection with Inchcolm Monastery. Braefoot Bay provides a sheltered landing for small
boats and still contains the remains of a boatslip.
The building stands on the edge of a low cliff,
which has been partly excavated to accommodate it, and the entrance faces seaward.
The doorway, J~ feet wide and fitted for outer
and inner doors, dates from the late 15th
century; the head is semi-circular, and its
joints are joggled.
The entrance opens into a vaulted cellar,
measuring 15 by 251 feet, which is lit only
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from a small oval window set high up on .the
west of the entrance. The upper storey has
been reduced to the level of the upper surface
of the vault supporting it, which is at the
general level of the site. No details can be given
other . than the over-all . dimensions of the
structure, 69 by 261 feet.

lower dexter shields bear: A cross engrailed
between four roses, for Aiton of that ilk. The
upper sinister shield is illegible but probably
has four lions rampant, for Wemyss; the lower
sinister shield bears: A fess checky, on a chief
engrailed three mullets-a Lindsay coat.
vii N.W. I I June 1925.

xxxix S.E. 23 July 1928.

SECULAR BUILDINGS.

STANDING STONE .
Ii
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189· Standing Stone, Fordell South Lodge.-

On the crest of a rising ground immediately
to the north of the railway bridge at Fordell
South Lodge, and about 100 yards to the west
of the Lodge gates, is a roughly rectangular block
of sandstone. It is rudely weathered on the
upper portions of its sides into a series of deep
grooves, in the same manner as the cup-marked
standing stone at Torryburn (No. 526). It has
been set up without any apparent base-packing,
at an elevation between the 100 'and 150 feet
contours and with its main axis due north and
south. It is 6 feet 6 inches high above ground
and has a girth of 8 feet 5 inches at the base,
expap.ding to 9 feet 10 inches at the middle
and then diminishing to approximately 6 . feet
at the much weath~red top.
xxxix S.E. 4 August 1925.
DUNBOG.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
;,J 190. Ayton Chape1.-In a wooded enclosure
200 far.ds west of Ayton farm-house are the
ruins of a 17th-century chapel. The building
is oblong on plan and measures internally
42 feet 7 inches by 15 feet 10 inches, the walls
being 2 feet thick. At the sides the wall-heads
are now only 6 feet in height, but the gables are
fairly well preserved. There are two small
windows in the south wall and one high up in
each gable. The entrance, which is incomplete,
is in the north wall.
Built into the east gable, where it has been
protected by a shelter of brick and timber, is a
panel with a moulded border on which is cut,
rather roughly, the date 1683. The panel is
divided lengthwise by a plain band, above and
below which are two shields. The upper and

19I. Denmuir Farm.-The barn and granary
o his farm, which stand 600 yards north of
Ayton Farm, represent the remains of a twostoreyed house of the late 17th century, formerly
known as Dunmore. An angular projection
contains the entrance, which is back-set . and
chamfered at jamb and lintel; above is a panelspace, into which has been inserted a small 17thcentury armorial panel of oak (Fig. 45). It has a
moulded border. Above the shield is a helm and
mantling, the helm bearing, for crest, a hand
grasping a rose. The shield bears: Three
pelicans feeding their young, for Paterson of
Dunmore (1672-7). Below the shield are the
letters . . . MUS, all that is left of the motto,
HUC TENDIMUS OMNES.
On the upper floor of the building there is a
simply moulded 17th-century fireplace, inserted
within a still older and wider fireplace, above
which the plastered wall has been painted with
a bold flowing design in red, black, and green.
DovEcoT.-Immediately east of the farmhouse is a two-chambered dovecot, built of
rubble and oblong on plan, measuring 29 by
15! feet. The gables are crow-stepped, and
there is one string-course, stepped at the gables. J
Each compartment has an entrance of its own. I J
The eastern lintel is dated 1724, the western
I
has initials G.P. (Paterson) and R.S. or R.B.
separated by two hearts. The nests are entire
and are still used.
vii N.W. I I June 1925.
192 Collairnie Castle.- The steading of
C Hairnie farm, which is four miles north-west
of Cupar, includes in its buildings the remains
of Collairnie Castle (Fig. 210), a 16th-century
tower of unusual design and of special interest
because of its painted ceilings. It is L-shaped
on plan with the main block on the west and
the re-entrant angle, in which the turnpike
rises, opening to the south-east. The main
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FIG. 216.-Collairnie Castle (No. 192).

ror

C.S:T.C.

DUNBOG.]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

[DUNBOG.

block has been reduced in height, re-roofed and space, from which the original panel has been
partly rebuilt for use as a hay-barn, so that removed and replaced by a triangular pediment
little evidence remains on which to form an taken from elsewhere (Fig. 44). The pediment
opinion as to its date and original arrangement, carries a shield bearing: On a chevron an
although the indications on the mutual gable otter's head erased, for Balfour, with a cinquepoint to there having been three storeys and foil in base for difference; another cinquefoil
perhaps a garret. The length is indeterminate; placed above the shield is merely decorative.
the width, taken internally, is 18 feet 10 inches. Flanking the shield are the initials H.B. for
The wing, four storeys and an attic in height, Henry Balfour and the date 1607.
is dated 1581 and, with the turnpike in the
Measured externally, the wing is 22 feet
re-entrant angle, may be later than the rest of square on plan. The basement floor seems
the building. Its roof has been gabled at a originally to have consisted of two cellars
considerably higher level than the gable of the opening from a passage. The western cellar,
wall on which it abuts, so that its upper storey which is vaulted, remains, but the eastern one
must have been free-standing. On what has has been thrown into the passage, and its vault,
been the mutual gable are the remains of a if it was ever vaulted, has been removed. The
gutter formed of slabs, with cannon-shaped out- western end of the passage opened into the
lets at either end, which must have carried off main block. The stair is unusual, ascending in a
the water from the roof of the main block. *
direction opposite to that in which the hands
Both in wing and in main block the masonry of a clock move, an arrangement probably due
is of rubble with freestone dressings; a bold to alteration. At the first-floor landing the
cable-moulding runs along the front and round present access to the wing chamber is of later
the turnpike at first-floor level. The windows date, but the original entrance, now boarded up,
have rounded or boldly roll-and-hollow moulded lies just beyond, beside a door which opens to
margins, and those of the three lower floors the main block, and has a dog-tooth ornament
have gun-loops in the breasts, while other gun- on the architrave. At this level the chamber
loops beside the entrance cover the approach. in the wing measures I4t by 14 feet. Internally
There has been no parapet-walk, but turrets, it has been completely remodelled in the 18th
borne on a moulded encorbellment of four century. The walls have then been panelled or
members, project from the eastern angles of the lined; the plaster cornice and a fireplace in the
wing. These turrets are oversailed by a modern west wall remain, though in bad condition. A
roof, lower by two courses of masonry than second door, which has an architrave enriched
the roof which it replaced. The latter has with the dog-tooth ornament opens into the
had dormers on north and south, and there may main block through the west wall.
have been a third in the head of the turnpike.
Above this room, on the second and third
At ground-level are two entrances. One, floors respectively, are two other chambers, the
which may be of later date, is a simply moulded ceilings of which are painted in tempera with
doorway in the turnpike, and opens at the the heraldic decorations (Figs. 2II, 212, 213) destair-foot, through which there has been access scribed below. The fourth floor consists of an
to the basement of the main block. The other attic, with a modern roof, and has little circular
is more ornate. Set beside the turnpike, where chambers, known as" studies," contained withapparently it has always stood, it gives access in the turrets. These are provided with small
merely to the cellarage. Its architrave is oblong loops for observation, and each seems also
moulded, the outer member being fretted, and to have had a window.
the lintel has the date 1581 between D.B.
Collairnie is in bad repair, although the roof
and M.W., for David Balfour and his wife. is sound. The painted ceilings are decaying
Above the door and enclosed by a border fast and are in danger of being completely
enriched with a bold dog-tooth, is ' a panel- destroyed.

* In Swan's History of Fife (1840), ii, p. 93, is an
illustration showing a main block of usual proportions.
The house occupies the north-west corner of a barmkin
enclosure which has, apparently, two circular towers
on the south.

TEMPERA-PAINTED

HERALDIC

CEILINGS.-

These ceilings are formed of grooved and
tongued flooring-boards, I inch thick and 12
inches broad, carried on cross-joists averaging

102

'"

o

.",.

'"

;;

~

'"

>-J

Photos by B. C. Clayton.

FIG. 217.- \\·est Doorway .

FIG. 218.- East Processional Doorway.
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S inches by 5. Bands on the sides of the joists,
painted yellow with red lining, form panels
which are lettered in Gothic with wise saws
such as: Flie ye compeny oj a lier but thow must
neides keip compeny w . . . t him bewar yat in
na wayes thow trow him. In the middle of each
side the bands are looped and in the circular
space so formed are the initials H.B. (see p. IOZ),
in white on a blue ground. The soffits of the
joists bear a light-coloured arabesque or scrollwork on a red or black ground. In each bay
of the boarding between the joists are blazoned
four shields. The blazons are not in all cases
those registered in the Herald office, nor do
they always agree with those described in
Nisbet's Heraldry, the differences appearing
mainly in the tinctures and metals; further, or
and argent are now indistinguishable, the former
being bleached to a white ground.
The space between the shields is occupied by
a floriated design in colour, which has been
surmounted by an inscribed label identifying
the coat depicted below, but the labels are now
for the most part illegible or nearly so. The
lower ceiling bears the following achievements,
beginning on each floor at the north bay and
reading downwards:1. Argent, an eagle displayed sable, with a
rose gules on its breast : RAMSAY OF DAIRSIE. *
2. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent, a lion
rampant gules; znd and 3rd, argent, a lion
rampant sable: Wemyss of that Ilk.
3. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent, a bend
azure; znd and 3rd, argent, a chief azure, a
heart proper in base: Sandilands of St. Monans.
4. Azure, a chevron argent between two
rriascles in chief and a trefoil slipped in base,
within a bordure wavy argent: Traill of BIebo.
5. Azure, a lion rampant argent and a chief
ermine : Moncrieff of that Ilk.
6. Gules, three cross crosslets fitchy issuing
out of as many crescents argent: [M]ONYPENY
OF PIT[MELIE] (Fig. ZIZ).
7. Argent, a sun azure issuing out of three
crescents sable: MELVELL OF CAIRNY (Fig. ZI2).
S. Argent, on a chevron sable three mascles
of the field: LEARMONTH OF DAIRSIE.
9. Sable, three piles argent: probably Halket
of Pitfirrane. (Cf. p . IZ5 .)

* Capital letters signify that the name has been
read from the scroll above the shield; in the other
cases the identification has been supplied.

[DUNBOG.

10. Sable, three piles argent issuing out of the
sinister side, on a chief of the last a crescent
gules betwixt two ermine spots: HEN[D]ERSON
OF FORDELL (Fig. ZIZ), but in that coat, the
crescent is azure, according to Nisbet. *
II. Argent, a lion rampant azure, on a chief
of the same three mullets of the field: INGLES
OF TARVATT (Fig. 212).
12. Quarterly, 1St and 4th, argent, three
mullets azure; znd and 3rd gules, three
crescents or: KINA YRD IN THE CARS.
13. Gules, a lion rampant argent: WALLACE.
14. Quarterly, 1st and 4th argent, a cross
moline sable; znd and 3rd, gules a fess checky
sable (? azure) and argent (FIg. ZII): Colville of
Cleish.
15. Argent, a fess azure between three lions'
heads erased gules: [FER]NY OF THAT ILK
(Fig. ZII).
16. Argent, three hunting horns sable, garnished gules: FORRESTER OF CARDEN (Fig.2II).
17. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, gules a fess
between three mascles argent; 2nd and 3rd,
argent, on a chevron sable an otter's head erased
of the field, in base a rose proper: Bethune
(of Balfour).
IS. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, gules, a fess
checky, azure and argent, between three mascles
of the last; znd and 3rd, argent, on a chevron
sable an otter's head erased of the field:
[BJETHUNE OF BALFO[URJ (Fig. ZII).
The fess
checky comes from a Lindsay marriage.
19. Quarterly, 1st and 4th gules, a fess argent
between three mas les of the same; znd and
3rd, argent, on a chevron sable an otter's head
erased of the field (Fig. ZII): Balfour.
ZO. Quarterly, 1st, argent, a lion rampant
sable; znd, argent, on a fess sable three quatrefoils of the field. The rest is gone.
Z1. Argent, (On) a chevron sable (an otter's
head erased of the field) : Balfour of Grange.
ZZ. Argent, on a chevron sable an otter's
head erased of the field, a cinquefoil gules in
base : Balfour.
z3. Sable, on a chevron argent an otter's head
erased of the field between three otters' heads
of the second: Balfour.
24. Sable, on a chevron argent an otter's
head erased of the field between two otters'
heads erased in chief, and a fleur-de-lys in base,
all of the second : [13ALF]OUR OF CORSTOUN.
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25. Azure, a chevron argent (?or) between
three crosses patty argent: Barclay of Collairnie.
26. As 25 : probably for Barclay of Rippo
without the bordure for difference.
27. Azure, a chevron argent (?or) between
two crosses patty in chief and a mascle in base
argent: Barclay of Towy.
28. Azure, three crosses patty argent: Duguid
of Auchenheuf (Auchinhove, Aberdeenshire).
The blazons of the upper ceiling are as follows :
*1. Argent, a lion rampant gules within a
bordure invected.
*2. Gules [? a fess between] three crescents
argent.
3. Argent, a lion rampant gules surmounted
by an inescutcheon azure charged with a mullet
argent.
4. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent, a fess
checky azure and of the field; 2nd and 3rd,
argent, a ship sable.
5. Argent, three piles gules: Wishart of
Pit arrow and Clushden.
6. Gules, a boar's or lion's head erased argent.
7. Argent, a fess checky azure and of the
field between three boars' heads erased sable.
8. Argent, on a bend azure, three crescentst
ofthe first, [TOWERS] OF INERLEITH.
*9. Azure, on an inescutcheon argent a cross
engrailed sable between four ships of the
second: Sinclair of Caithness.
10. Argent, three cushions gules, each charged
with a crescent of the field: Melville.
II. Ermine-but only base left.
12. Argent, on a bend sable three escallops
of the field : perhaps Dishington of Ardross.
*13. Argent, an eagle displayedsa ble : Ramsay.
14. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent, three
pallets gules surmounted by a bend azure
charged with three billets of the field; 2nd and
3rd, argent, a cross moline sable: Schevez.
15. Argent, a chevron sable between three
mascles of the same : Strang of Balcaskie (or
Pitcorthy) .
16. Argent, an engrailed cross gules between
four roses of the same: Aiton of that Ilk.
*17. Argent, a cross moline azure: Sibbald
of Balgonie.

* Entries marked thus are now destroyed . They
have been supplied from the painted transcript of Mr.
A. W. Lyons, reproduced, without colour, in Proc.
Soc. A nt . Scot., xxxviii (1903-4)' pp. 156, 157.
t But in Nisbet these are mullets. T he change in
the charge may be to differentiate a cadet branch.

[DUNBOG.

18. Argent, three crescents gules with a mullet
sable at fess for difference, all within a double
tressure fiory-counter-fiory: Seton of Parbroath.
.
19. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent, a cross
moline sable: 2nd and 3rd gules, a fess checky,
argent and azure: COLVELL OF ESTER WE[MYSS]
(Fig. 213) .
20. Paly of six, argent and gules, over all on
a bend azure three cushions argent: [LUNDY]
OF THAT [ILK].
2I. Argent, a chevron sable between three
crescents gules.
22. Azure, a cross patty between three
mullets argent within a double tressure fiorycounter-fiory argent (? or): Murray of Glendoick.
23. Azure, three mascles argent: WA[RDLAW
OF PITREAVIE] (Fig. 213).
24. Argent, three lions' heads erased gules:
Scott of Balweary.
25. Argent, a pheon azure between three
lions' h eads erased gules: Scott of Abbotshall.
26. Argent, three crescents sable.
27. Argent, a fess checky, azure and of the
field, a bordure gules charged with eight buckles
of the first: Stewart of Rosyth.
28 . Gules, two roundels (or crescents) in
chief argent, and a mullet in base of the same.
vii S.W. 16 June 1925.
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.
193. Fort, Norman's Law.- Occupying the
s m It of the hill at an elevation of 936 feet
above sea-level, this fort, despite its great size,
does not exhibit the complexity or constructive
skill that is so conspicuously in evidence on
other large fortified sites in the county, such as
Clatchard Craig (No.5), and the East Lomond
(No. 244). It is nevertheless remarkable for the
extent and strength of its walled defences,
which h ave been weI] adapted to the broken
and rugged character of the hill-side. The name
" Dun-more" or "the great fort," frequently
applied to it, is well deserved. In common with
many other prehistoric structures in the county,
it has been much destroyed and the walls are
scattered to the foundations, except for a mere
fragment, showing only two courses, which
remains at the north-east corner. The enclosure,
which is kidney-shaped, lies with its major axis
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almo'st due east and west, and measures approximately 180 by 100 feet. It has been protected
by a massive wall, varying in thickness from an
average of 9 or .10 feet to a maximum of 16 feet
at the entrance, which is at the north-east
corner and is IO feet wide. The ground within
is broken and uneven, inclining sharply downwards to the south and east, where there is a
somewhat sheltered hollow, covered with inde-

[DUNBOG.

corner and is without artificial protection on the
north except at the eastern extremity, where
there is a short return of the wall that bounds
it on the east and south. Outside of the whole
is yet another wall, which seems to start near
the north-east corner of the plateau, but stops
abruptly after making a rapid approach to the
wall of the annexe . Resuming its course ISO
feet farther on, it sweeps southwards, west-

finite remains and debris, which according to wards (with a gap of 20 feet for entrance), and
Small was the position of a well. l
finally northwards until it is lost against the
Reference to the plan will show that, except face of a rocky hillock. The enclosure which it
. on the north, where its wall follows the natural . forms is thus incomplete, but it is considerably
contour of a steep and rocky scarp rising larger than the second and third t aken together.
abruptly from lands now under cultivation, the It should be added that all of the walls, except
main fort is compktely surrounded by a second those of the main fort, are in such a ruinous
enclosure, of which it might almost be regarded condition that it is impossible to determine
as the citadel. Like the main fort itself, this their details with precision. It cannot even be
second enclosure is e tered close to its north- said with any confidence that they were coneast corner, where the continuity of the sur- temporaneous (Fig. II) .
rounding wall is broken by a gap IS feet wide:
1 Cf. Interesting Roman Antiquities of Fife ,
Adjoining it on the east is a third and slightly
larger enclosure, which can best be described P·23I.
as an annexe. It is entered at the south-west
vii N.W. 19 May I926 .
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SITES.

The O.S. map records sites as under : 194. Church, remains of, Dunbog House.
vi N.E.

G9s

Dunbog House, on the site of the Preceptdry of Gadvan. The lands of Gadvan with
a manse, a chapel, and meadow belonged to the
Abbey of Balmerino. Some other lands in the
parish were held of the abbey and" the Preceptors of the Place of Gadven."- Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a .. 1603, No. 1492.
viN.E.
DUNFERMLINE.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.
196. Rosyth Church.- This ruined church
st
s within the churchyard beside the shore,
half a mile south-east of Limekilns. Only the
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FIG. '2'23.-Rosyth Church (No. 196).

east gable and part of the north wall remain.
The former, with the adjoining 20t feet of the
latter, h as belonged to an early I3th-century
chancel, while the rest of the north wall

represents part of a nave dating from the late
16th or the 17th century. The original masonry
is of fairly cubical ashlar, the later is coursed
rubble.
Internally the junction between the two has
been covered by the chancel-screen wall. . The
church, when complete, has been rectangular
on plan, measuring internally 15 feet in width
and over 50 feet in length. The walls are 2 feet
3 inches in thickness. In the east gable are
two lancet windows, checked for outer cases
and provided with semi-circular rear-arches.
Above the windows the gable is intaken. At
the east end of the north wall is 'a locker,
rebated for a frame, which is a later insertion.
In the north wall of the nave is the entrance,
a doorway with jambs and lintel chamfered,
the latter being apparently an old tombstone
re-used. Within the nave, east of the entrance,
is a small locker, the lintel of which is the re-used
head of a free-standing cross. The early masonry
requires attention, particularly that of the north
wall, which has a perceptible inclination and
distortion.
xxxviii S.E. & xlii N.E. 23 March 1928 .
.j 197. Dunfermline Abbey.- The Benedictine
Abbey of Dunfermline (Figs. 214, 215) stands on
an eminence which falls steeply on the south and
west to the course of the Tower Burn. The
church, which is the most northerly of the
buildings, lies on the highest part of the site
and is superimposed upon th e remains of an
earlier church, dedicated to the Holy Trinity
and founded by Queen Margaret soon after her
marriage with Malcolm III, 1 an event which is
variously dated between 1067 and 1070.
The foundations of the older building were
discovered beneath the existing nave by the
late Dr. Macgregor Chalmers in 1916, and were
planned by H.M. Office of Works in the following
year. Fig. 228 has been prepared from the
survey then made. The outline of Queen
Margaret's church is now traced on the floor of
the nave, where certain parts of its foundations
can be seen through gratings. On plan it had
consisted of a nave with a square western tower,
and an oblong choir ending in an apse. Choir
and apse were evidently an addition to nave
and tower, for the axial lines do not coincide,
and the foundations of the choir are not uniform
with those of the nave. Further, the provision
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of an archway between choir and apse points
rather to Roman than to Celtic church-building
practice. During the excavations three graves
were exposed within the chancel and two others
within the apsidal sanctuary.
The great monastic church, dedicated in
II50,2 was commenced iil II28,3 when David I
brought Geoffrey, the Prior, from Canterbury
to be the first Abbot of Dunfermline. 4 It was a
fully developed cruciform structure with north
and south aisles, western towers, and a tower
at the crossing. It measured internally some
212 feet from east to west by 107 feet b etween
the gables of the transepts. Nothing is now
left of it except the nave, but this, although
incomplete and to some extent modified, is one
of the finest surviving examples of ScotoNorman monastic architecture . In detail and
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choir beyond the high altar (in choro supra
magno altare) "6 in the following year, the date
1250 may be taken as that of the completion of
the church. The chief vicissitudes which it has
since undergone are as follows.
In the 14th century the choir was extended
in a north aisle, probably the Lady Aisle, which
was afterwards demolished, while on the north
side of the nave three of the aisle windows and
all of the triforium windows were transformed
from Romanesque into Gothic, the wall-head
of the aisle being at the same time lowered.
Towards the end of the same century, or
possibly somewhat later, the west gable was
reconstructed from above the doorway. The
subsequent rebuilding of the north-west tower,
as well as of the two adjoining bays of the navearcade and of the vaults of the corresponding
bays of the north aisle, and the addition of a
r ---- ------- - - ---- -- ------ -,
porch in front of the Romanesque north door
ir;---~I~---~------~:
-c
~===-::-~!. .,r--b'.,~
OJ
c:g--o
"', \ 0,\ can all be ascribed with certainty to Richard de
- r- -____ .1S: __~
1'", 0
:
~
:~ Ia Bothwell, Abbot from 1446 to 1482, since the
: I
I
~
!• ~,:9
f!? p,
,,}
arms of Bothwell of Hallbank appear on one of
@@
'-----7
:
---~o Lrr---- ~ I
I_--"\._ ..... ",/
the
tower buttresses, on the north porch, and on
P
~- -G -~- "'t.---.---.-.--.,.- r-.. ..
:. ______________ ...r-----------T-- J
.n.
J
the vault of the aisle. The upper part of the
REMAINS OF FIRST CHURCH
... -- ---- ~~;E-R-- ~;;E~~ION-----tower, however, as it now exists, with its
I
I
II
I
I
I
I
bartizan and spire, appears to be the work of
William Shaw, who was appointed Master of
FIG. 228 .-Early Church, Dunfermline (No. I97).
Works to James VI in 1583, and died in 1602. 7
lay-out it closely resembles Durham, which was The body of the church was in an unsafe conbegun in 1093 and finished by 11:28. . As at dition in 1563,8 and repair of the nave was begun
Durham, the east end was "parallel-apsed" in 1570.9 In 1620 the vault of the south aisle
and the nave arcades were eight bays in length, was rebuilt (see p. III), and in that year and in
with the western bays opening into the under- 1625 the walls of the nave aisles were strengthened by the heavy buttresses which still support
crofts of the western towers.
In the 13th century David's Church was them (see p. 109). The eastern part of the choir
"enlarged by the construction of a nobler and the Lady Chapel were blown down in 1672,
building (per nobilioris structurae fabricam and the crossing-tower fell in 1716. The southfuerit augmentata)." So extensive indeed were west tower was seriously damaged by lightning
the changes that the question arose whether in 1807 and rebuilt in 1810. What was left of
there ought not to be a new consecration. The the choir and transepts was removed in 1819 to
Papal decision, however, was that this was make way for the present parish church, to
unnecessary, seeing that" the old walls, for the which the ancient nave now serves as a vestibule.
greater part remained in their original state ."5
On the west gable of David's Church the most
The " old walls " were the existing walls of the interesting feature is the west doorway (Fig. 217).
nave, the improving and" augmenting" of the A porch advances from the plane of the gable
fabric being the reconstruction of the eastern to accommodate the deeply recessed arch and
part and the addition of the chapel of St. jambs, each of five orders, and now t erminates
Margaret at the east end. The date of the Papal in a sloping top. The arched lintel is missing.
pronouncement is August 1249. As the remains The jambs are enriched with much restored
of Queen Margaret and Malcolm Canmore were nook-shafts, alternately octagonal and round .
transferred to their new resting-place "in the The original bases have two members of
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elliptical section. The capitals are scalloped,
and the middle capital on each jamb has a
rudimentary foliaceous volute. The abaci,
which are rectangular and are enriched with a
star pattern, are returned round the projection
of the doorway as a string . The hood-moulding
is trigonal in section, terminates in stops, and
bears a shallow-cut enrichment. In the outer
order of the arch-head each alternate voussoir
projects and is carved with a grotesque mask,
while the others bear each an ornament, such
as an interlaced pattern, a floral design, a
triquetra, and, in one instance, what may be a
winged figure with wind-blown drapery. The
voussoirs of the second, fourth, and fifth orders
bear a chevron enrichment, those of the third
order two rows of chip-carved foliage . Above
the arch there has been a slight · string-course
enriched with damlers, but it survives only on
the north side of the porch projection. The
Romanesque towers must have been recessed,
for on each side of the gable, and seemingly
rising from the porch, are the remains of a
pilaster strip with a roll-moulding, most clearly
traceable on the south side. As in most Romanesque churches, a large west window has been
inserted above the west door. At a higher level
is a circular window, above which is a third
window, having four lights with trefoiled heads,
and there is a quatrefoiled light near the apex
of the gable. If Grose's view of 1791 can be
trusted, the two upper sets of openings were at
that date incomplete and ruinous, but the mason
work of the four-light window has all the
appearance of late 15th-century work. The
apex of the gable is modern.
The only Romanesque work on the western
towers is the upper part of a Romanesque
buttress at the south-eastern angle of the south
tower and part of the east wall of that tower,
which is otherwise entirely modern (see p. 107).
The bell-chamber of the north tower, which is
the storey immediately bE-low the bartizan, has
a round-headed opening, chamfered and rebated, in each wall. The bartizan is carried on
corbels of three members. Within the parapet
rises an octagonal spire of stone enriched with
string-courses and provided with lucarnes in the
upper part.
The outer walls of nave and aisle are divided
into bays by Romanesque pilaster strips, partly
hidden at the aisles by the heavy many-staged
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buttresses, one of which on the north is dated
1625, and another on the south 1620. In each
bay there is an aisle window, a triforium window,
and a clearstorey window. Except for three on
the north, which are secondary, the aisle windows
are the original Romanesque lights with nookshafts and semi-circular heads. They are set
sufficiently high in the wall to clear the roof of
the cloister pent-house, and the arch-heads
are built in three orders, the innermost undecorated, the middle one bearing a chevron,
the outer a billet ornament. Both the hoodmoulds and the trigonal string, which forms a
sill-course and has been returned round the
pilaster strips, are enriched with shallow-cut
ornament. The wall-head of the south aisle
appears to have been raised since Grose;s view
of 1791 was drawn. The triforium windows on
the south, which are modern, have been copied
from the two most easterly windows of the
north triforium. The latter were originally
normal Romanesque round-arched windows
built in two orders, the outer order being supported by nook-shafts with cushion capitals and
moulded bases, but, when the wall-head was
lowered in the 14th century (see p. 107), their
arches were removed, and replaced by inclined
lintels, while the insertion of a mullion made
each window of two lights. The rest of the
windows of the north triforium are now lancets.
That they, too, were Qriginally Romanesque is
clear from the bases of the original nook-shafts
which are still traceable on either side of every
one of them. The clearstorey windows are all
Romanesque (Fig. 214), save the two most
westerly on the north side. These have segmental arches on which there is a roll terminating in little stops representing human heads.
They and the adjoining masonry date from
the 15th century.
On the north side, at the western end of the
north aisle, is a second Romanesque door (Fig.
225) through which the parishioners had access to
their altar in the nave (d. p. xlvii). Now partly
obscured by a 15th-century porch (Fig. 224), it
has been built in four orders. The jambs have
nook-shafts, one of which on either side is
octagonal in section, while all have cubical
capitals with rectangular abaci and rollsectioned bases . The lintel is cambered and
jointed. Above it a modern inscription in
Latin records that the church was dedicated in
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Each order of the arch-head bears a
chevron enrichment. Above the roof of the
porch and resting on a trigonal string, probably
once enriched, is an arcade, the arches of which
are round-headed and without decoration, while
the supporting shafts have cubical capitals and
rectangular abaci. The doorway has a slop:ng
top terminating just below the aisle wall-head.
The porch in front is set between two buttresses with niches, the western buttress bearing on its niche-base the arms of Abbot
Richard de Bothwell (I446-82). The shield
has a crozier behind it and is upheld by
angel figures. It bears: A chevron between
two mallets in chief and an oakleaf or trefoil
slip in base, the arms of Bothwell of Hallbank. 10
The archway leading into the porch shows a
revived Romanesque influence not out of
keeping with the original work. Above it is a
niche. The porch itself is ceiled with a stellar
vault having ridge-ribs and tierceron-ribs . The
bosses which cover the intersection of the former
bear coats of arms, the outer one showing a
shield supported by an angel and charged for
Abbot Richard de Bothwell, while the shield on
the inner boss bears: A cross-flory between
five martlets, the arms assigned to Queen
Margaret, after heraldry had become a recognised
science. They were adopted from those attributed to Edward the Confessor. Four of the
bosses at the intersection of the tierceron-ribs
with the ridge-ribs bear heads of ecclesiastics,
and the other four show a floral enrichment.
The vaulting ribs spring from corbels wrought to
represent grotesque heads. On each side of the
porch there has been a bench, as well as a niche
or aumbry, which is not, however, original. An
I8th-century doorway in the north aisle is now
permanently closed.
On the south side of the nave, in the second
bay from the west, is the west processional
doorway from the cloister as reconstructed in
the · I4th century; it has chamfered and
rebated jambs, on which the members of the
arch merge in a discontinuous impost. The
pent-house of the cloister here was evidently
vaulted, as the springer of a vault rib remains
above the door. A bold hood-moulding on the
inside t erminates in stops moulded like corbels.
In the second bay from the east is a third
Romanesque doorway (Fig. 2I8) which is in an
unusually perfect state of preservation, having
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been built up and only recently exposed. It
was the eastern processional doorway to the
cloister. It is round-headed and is without a
tympanum. The arch is built in four orders,
the outenr,ost decorated with paterae, the
others with a chevron enrichment. The jambs
contain a nook-shaft on each side, and there are
engaged shafts linked by an angle fillet on the
ingoing. The capitals and abaci of all the
shafts as well as the neckings of the nookshafts (Figs. 220, 22I) are elaborately enriched.
At the extreme east end of the church is the
chapel in which Queen Margaret and her
husband were ultimately interred (d. p . I07).
It is now represented only by the lower part of
its south-eastern angle, the walls that remain
rising no higher than a stone bench, enriched
with a nail-head ornament, which returned
along the interior of the walls. In the eastern
bench near its centre is a circular piscina, and
there is another, much more decayed or more
roughly formed, near the south end. There is
a third in the east end of the southern bench,
behind which six bases of the wall arcade, with
one of the vaulting shafts, are still visible. The
bases are of water-holding type with overhanging
lower rolls proj ecting over a rectangular plinth .
On the outside of the south wall runs what
is left of a heavy, splayed basement-course.
The burial-place or shrine of Queen Margaret
is incomplete, the western end and the upper
part being missing. It is built of marble on a
freestone foundation. The chest is oblong and
is set on a step and on the upper surface can
be seen the bases for the shafts which have
supported the canopy.
Internally the nave, which was not vaulted,
is dignified and impressive in appearance. The
aisle walls are arcaded beneath the windows.
The bay design is horizontal in treatment, each
part- nave-arcade, triforium, and clearstoreybeing treated as a separate storey defined by
string-courses. Except at the western end of
the north side, where there has been an alteration (Fig. 227), the pier-arcade bears a close
resemblance to that of Durham, the arches,
built in three orders and enriched on the outer
member with a billet ornament, being almost
identical in section. The massive piers are
cylinqrical and have multi-cubical capitals
(Fig. 230). Those of the eastern bay are enriched
with a chevron and a twisted-band ornament

IIO
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(Figs. 226) ,otherpointsof similaritywith Durham. reaches a third stair in the south-east angle,
The enrichment is very bold, and an interest- which rises -to the parapet. The south-western
.
ing feature is the architectural refinement of the tower is open to the roof.
At the eastern end of the nave is the base of
execution. The arch which opens into the
south-western tower is built in three orders and the rood-screen. The nave, as far as the roodis stilted; the corresponding side of the opposite screen, was known as the "outer kirk" (extower, together with the adjoining pier of the terior ecclesia; "wtyr kirk ") and the rest of
nave-arcade, its arch, and the triforium opening the building as the "inner kirk" or "conabove it, was entirely rebuilt in the 15th ventual kirk."ll In the nave was the" parish
century, and the archway was then omitted. choir (qveir),"12 for the parochial services, as
The pier bears a shield charged with a bull's distinguished from the conventual choir of the
head cabossed, which may be for Turnbull, or monks, which extended eastwards from the
may represent the Fleshers' Incorporation. The first bay west of the crossing.
Not more than twenty-six altars, including
original triforium openings are round-headed
and are built in two orders, the outer plain, the the High Altar and the" parish altar," are on
inner having shafts with cubical capitals and record, but these need not have been all. One
moulded arch-members (Fig. 233). The clear- only of the minor altars can be definitely
storey openings are also plain, round arches, located, that of "the image of the crucified
but they are built in a single order and rise Jesus and Saint Mary of Pity" near the
from nook-shafts with cubical capitals. The dormitory stair, that is, in the south transept.
abaci return along the walls as a string-course. For a list of the altars and other relevant
The triforium and clearstorey passages origin- material see The Burgh Records of Dunfermline,
ally returned across the west gable, but were pp. xxiv-xxvi (Erskine Beveridge) and xxxix-xlv
removed on the insertion of the present west (F. C. Eeles).
window (d. p. 109).
MAGISTRATES' PEw.-The magistrates' pew
The aisles are vaulted. The vaults of the south originally stood in the nave of the old church.
aisle (Fig. 231) have been rebuilt, apparently The front of it has been re-erected, with exin 1620 and 1621, to judge from the dates tensions, above the north-transept entrance of
carved on two of the bosses. In the rebuilding the modern church. It is elaborately panelled
the old ribs, except those of the transverse and enriched. The central panel bears the
arches, appear to have been re-used. The vaults Royal Arms within the order of the Thistle and
of what are now the four eastern bays of the is ensigned with a Royal Crown, the Arms of
north aisle seem to be original, and the most Scotland occupying the first and fourth grand
easterly of them shows traces of a scroll-work, quarters, those of France quartered with Engpainted in black and red on the vault-web and land the second, those of Ireland the third. The
of a chevron pattern, similarly coloured, on the panel is initialled I.R. (Jacobus Rex) and A.R.
ribs. The remaining vaults of this aisle and (Anna Regina) and is dated 1610. In the lower
that of the north-western tower date from corners of the panel are a thistle and a rose.
between 1446 and 1482, the time of Abbot
VAULTS, STONE COFFINS, AND SEPULCHRAL
Bothwell. The vault of the tower has a MEMORIALS.-(I) The 17th-century burialcircular opening in the middle, through which vault beside the Romanesque south doorway
the bells were raised. The vault of the next was reduced to its present dimensions when
bay, the bay into which the north door opens, the doorway was discovered in Ig05. Above
has a shield on the central boss charged for the entrance, which was then set back, is
Queen Margaret (see p. IIO), while the boss of a pediment inscribed MEME TO MORL A
the bay adjoining bears the coat of Abbot central panel, dated 1616, contains a shield
Bothwell (see p. IIO).
within the initials S.H.W., for Sir Henry
Within the north-west tower (Fig: 215) a Wardlaw, bearing:
On a fess between
modern stair rises to the triforium level, whence three mascles, a mullet, for \Vardlaw. A
a 15th-century stair at the north-eastern angle second panel beneath the shield is inscribed :
of the tower leads to the floor above. Passing ANNA . REGINA . MAGNAE . BRITANIAE / AC.
along a vaulted passage in the east wall, one DOMINA . DOMINI! . DE . DVNFERM /ELINE .
III
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DOMINO. HENRICO. WARDLA / W. DE. PITTRAVE
MILITI . ET . SVIS / POSTERIS . HVNC . LOCVM .
IN . SEPVLCRAM . DEDIT (" Anne, Queen of

Great Britain and Lady of the lordship of
Dunfermline, gave this as a burial-place to
Sir Henry Wardlaw of Pitreavie and his
descendants.") On each side of the panel are
incised a skull and cross-bones, and two sunk
panels below bear the inscription, VLTIMA DOMVS
(" Man's long home ").
(2) A panel inserted in the pilaster strip
immediately east of the 14th-century doorway
in the south aisle has the date 1607 and a shield
bearing an earl's coronet surmounting a
cinquefoil in a crescent, for Alexander, Lord
Seton, Earl of Dunfermline.
(3) Within the undercroft of the north-west
tower is the ornate Renaissance mural monument of William Shaw. In the lower part is a
panel with the inscription: D.O.M. / HVMILIS.
HAEC . LAPIDVM . STRVCTVRA . TEGIT . VIRVM /
EXCELLENTI . PERITIA . PROBITATE . EXIMIA .
SINGVLARI / VITA<: . INTEGRITATE . SVMMIS .
VIRTVTIBVS . ORNATVM
GVLIELMVM
SCHAW.
REGIIS . OPERIBVS . PRA<:FECTVM . SACRIS / CA<:REMONIIS . PR.£POSITVM . REGINA<: . QVAESTOREM
EXTREMVM . IS . DIEM. OBIIT 18. APRILIS . 1602 /
MORTALES . INTER. VIXIT. ANNOS. QVINQVAGINTA .
DVOS / GALLI AS . MVLTAQVE . ALIA. REGNA . EXCOLENDI . ANNIMI [sic] STVDIO / PERAGRAVIT .
NVLLA . LIBERALI . DISCIPLINA . NON. IMBVTVS
ARCHITECTVRA<: . PERITISSIMVS . PRINCIPIBVS .
IMPRIMIS . VIRIS / EGREGIIS . DOTIBVS . COMMENDATVS . LABORIBVS . ET . NEGOTIIS / NON.
/ INDEFESSVS . MODO . ET . INSVPERABILIS •
SED . ASSIDVE / STRENVVS . ET . INTEGJ!:R •
NVLLI. BONO. NON. CARISSIMVS CVI . / NOTVS . AD .
OFFICIA . ET . DEMERENDOS . HOMINVM . ANIMOS .
NATVS / NVNC . INTER . SVPEROS . A<:TERNVM .
VIVIT.
ANNA REGINA. NE . VIRTVS . A<:TERNA . COMMENDATIONE / DIGNA . MEMBRORVM . MORTALITATE. TABESCERET . OPTIMI / INTEGERRIMIQVE .
VIRI . MEMORIA<: . MONVMENTVM . PONI. MANDAVIT .
(" TO GOD MOST HOLY AND MOST HIGH. Beneath

I

I

I

this lowly pile of stones lies a man illustrious for
his rare experience, his admirable rectitude,
his unmatched integrity of life, and his consummate qualities, William Shaw, the King's

*

The property of the Abbey was in 1589 conferred
as a temporal lordsh~ upon Queen Anne. Henry
Wardlaw was her chamberlain. (Cf. No . 204 .)
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Master of Works, Master of the Ceremonies, and
Chamberlain to the Queen. He died 18 April
1602, having sojourned among men for two and
fifty years. In his eagerness to improve his
mind he travelled through France and many
other kingdoms. Accomplished in every liberal
art, he excelled in architecture. Princes in
particular esteemed him for his conspicuous
gifts. Alike in his professional work and in
affairs he was not merely tireless and indomitable but consistently earnest and upright. His
innate capacity for service and for laying others
under an obligation won for him the warm
affection of every good man who knew him.
Now he dwells in Heaven for ever.
Queen Anne ordered a monument to be set
up to the memory of a most admirable and
most upright man lest the recollection of his
high character, which deserves to be honoured
for all time, should fade as his body crumbles
into dust ").
The keystone, which is of marble, is inscribed
WILLIAM SCHAV in full and in monogram.
In
the upper part of the monument is a panel
inscribed, in letters which still bear traces of
gilding, with the elegaic couplet:
VIVE . INTER. SVPEROS. AETERNVMQVE. / OPTIME.
VIVE. /
HAEC. TIBI. VITA. LABOR. MORS. /FVIT . ALTA.
QVIES. /

with INTEGERRIMO AMICO GVLIELMO / SCHAW /
above and ALEXANDER SETONIVS* D.F. beneath.
(" Live in Heaven and live for ever, thou best
of men. To thee this life was toil, death was
deep repose. In honour of his true-hearted
friend, William Shaw. Alexander Seton, Earl
of Dunfermline.") The pediment contains a
shield flanked by the initials W .S. and bearing:
A mullet between three covered cups, for Shaw.
The monument, on almost every stone of which
is a mason's mark, originally stood in the north
aisle.
(4) In the eastern bay of the north aisle is the
Renaissance monument of Robert Pitcairn,
Commendator of Dunfermline (1560-1584). It
is inscribed with three elegiac couplets, followed
by a line giving the date of his death and his age.

* Alexander Seton, who afterwards became Earl of
Dunfermline, was in 1593 appointed by Queen Anne
(d. p. 120), heritable bailie of her lordship of
Dunfermline.
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HIC . SITVS . EST. HEROS. MODICA. RO / BERTVS .
IN. VRNA /
PITCARNVS . PATRLE . / SPES . COLVMENQ LVE]
SV£ /
QVEM. / VIRTVS. GRAVITAS . GENEROSO / PECTORE.
DIGNA /
\
ORNANT . ET . VERA. CVM. PIE TATE . FIDES. /
POST. VARIOS . VITAE. FLVCTVS . lAM . / MOLE .
RELICTA /
CORPORIS . EL YSIVM . / PERGIT . IN . VMBRA .
NEMVS /
OBIIT. / ANNO. 1584.18. OCTOB[RIS] . £TATIS. 64.
(" Here in a humble tomb lies Robert Pitcairn,
the hope and pillar of his country, a man distinguished for loftiness of character, dignity
becoming a noble heart, and faith with genuine
piety. After life's vicissitudes his spirit has laid
aside the burden of this flesh, and passes to the
Elysian fields "). In the upper part of the
monument is a shield enclosed by the initials
M.R.P. and four paterae copied from Romanesque work. The shield is conventionalised,
but it seems to represent a quartered coat:
Within a bordure, 1st and 4th, a mascle, and,
2nd and 3rd, an eagle displayed. Below the
arms is the inscription: D. ROBERTO. PITCARNIO. /
ABBATI. FERMILODVNI . / ARCHIDECANO. S . ANDRE-!
,£ . LEGATO. REGIO . EIVSQ(VE) . /MAIESTATI . A .
SECRETIS. (" To Sir Robert Pitcairn, Abbot of
of Dunfermline, Archdeacon of St. Andrews,
Royal Legate, and Privy Councillor to His
Majesty.") In the wall on the dexter side of
the inscribed panel is a triangular stone bearing
a thistle, and on the sinister side a similar
piece having a rose above the letters POSI/TVM.
These seem to be intruded fragments of another
slab.
(5) Also in the north aisle is part of a tombstone commemorating Henry Durie, probably
the son of the last pre-Reformation abbot.* It
bears within a panel a shield bordered by the
initials H.D., M.M. Below the shield are the
initials .. D R. V D. I D. The shield bears:
A chevron between three crescents What is left
of the marginal inscription runs: HIC . IACET .
HONORABILIS . /VIR . HENRICVS . DVRI[E] I [AETJATIS. SVAE .63.
(6) Within the church, at the threshold of the
Romanesque south door, lies a matri?, stone for
a brass, measuring 4 feet by 5 feet 7t inches.

* R eg. Mag.
8

Sig., 1543, No. 2963.
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(7) STONE COFFINS.-Four stone coffins, two
of which still retain their coped covers, are
preserved inside the church at the west end.
(8) INCISED CRoss.-Roughly incised on the
Romanesque wall-shaft to the west of the
Pitcairn tomb is a cross measuring 7t by 8!
inches.
(9) WELL.- In the south aisle there is a
well about 4 feet 6 inches deep. It is lined with
ashlar and appears to be of the same date as
the nave.
CONVENTUAL BUILDINGS AND PALAcE.-The
origin of the Benedictine convent is involved
in some obscurity. According to the Scotichronicon, David I " introduced to Dunfermline
thirteen monks, that is to say a convent, from
Canterbury. "13 The statement, however, does
not appear in Fordun's original narrative, nor
does he name Dunfermline in his list of David's
foundations. But in II28 David, as noted on
p. 107, did secure the Prior of Canterbury to
be the first Abbot at Dunfermline. Eight years
earlier, in II20, Eadmer had been brought from
Canterbury by Alexander I to be Bishop of St.
Andrews, an office which he demitted in the
following year. In his account of the episode
Eadmer says that the deputation who came to
ask for his transference included" one who was
a monk and prior of the church of Dunfermline, Peter by name. "14 This indicates that an
earlier and smaller foundation under a Prior
had been in existence before the time of David
1. Possibly to this stage may be attributed the
extension of the original church (d. p. 106).
Monks from Canterbury, indeed, had visited
Queen Margaret some time after her marriage, IS
as a result of her appeal to Archbishop Lanfranc.
In 1245 the Pope, at the request of the King
of Scotland, granted to the Abbot and his
successors the right to wear the mitre and other
pontifical insignia; and in the same year the
whole convent was given permission to wear
caps suitable to their order " seeing that they
live in a cold country,"16 a concession also made
in the case of Lindores Abbey (No . 434). When
the 14th century opened, Dunfermline had
become one of the two most renowned abbeys
in Scotland, the other being Arbroath. At
that time the precinct was said to enclose an area
of three ploughlands (tres carucatas), or about
three hundred and sixty acres; and within

II3

Royal r;;;n.~m

& 1(1, ILlmswi

-

.. ..

DUNFERMLINE. ]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

were "many palaces almost royal in character" (palatia quasi regia . .. multa). Its
size made the place a favourite rallying-point of
the Scottish barons during the earlier part of
the War of Independence, and in 1303 it Was
totally destroyed by Edward I, what would not
burn being levelled t o the ground -of the
" chambers (antra), wails, palaces," he left not

can now be identified, although fragments of
Romanesque detail recently unearthed in the
undercroft of the 14th-century frater seem
to furnish a clue to the ext ent of the original
cloister.
Restoration must have been in progress in
1329, as in that year there was a royal contribution towards the erection of the refectory
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one stone upon another (funditus dissipavit).
Only the church was spared and a few rooms
for the monks, who then numbered 200.*17 In
the circumstances it is hardly surprising that
no part of the Romanesque claustral buildings

* The acreage within the precincts and the number
of monks are much exaggerated. Cf. Introd. p. xlvii.
On the" palaces" see Introd. , p. Ivi.

or frater.ls Whenever it may have been begun,
the conventual buildings as a whole may be
regarded as the work of a single period covering
about a century and a half. No conjecture can
be offered as t o the significance of the heavily
buttressed wall of a structure of 14th- or 15thcentury dat e, which still st ands in Pittencrieff
Glen to the north-west of the church. Other-
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wise, however, the existing remains all lie to
the south of the modern graveyard, the graveyard itself extending over the site of the cloister
as well as over that of the larger part of the
range which adjoined it on the east. They
consist almost entirely of the underbuildings
made necessary by the rapid fall of the ground
in this direction. Next to the graveyard are
the undercrofts of the dorter and the reredorter, which formed the southern end of the
east range, and to the west of these, also close
to the graveyard, is the frater or refectory with
its undercrofts, running parallel to the church.
All of these are of the early 14th century (d.,
however, p. II7). On the south they were
divided by a terrace (now th e public road called
Monastery Street) from the kitchens, with
their undercrofts, and the guest-house. These
are likewise of 14th-century date, although in
the late 16th or early 17th century the latter
was raised in height, substantially altered, and
transformed into a royal palace. Communication between the blocks on opposite sides of
the t errace was maintained by more than one
transverse passage through the gatehouse
which is known as "the Pends." This gatehouse seems to be mainly of lat e 14th-century
date, but there is some evidence to suggest that
a gatehouse at or about this point was contemplated when the frater was originally built .
EXTERNAL ApPEARANcE. -The best view of
the conventual buildings from the outside is to
be had from Monastery Street (Figs. 236, 237).
The buttressed gable on the east is that of th e
undercroft of the rere-dorter. This h as but a
single bay, with two lancet windows above the
heavy basement-course which runs along the
lower part of the wall. On the west, in alignment with it but detached, and therefore
doubtless once connect ed with it by a bridge,
is the dorter undercroft with its gable. Here
there are three buttresses, each of the two bays
so formed containing two lancet windows. The
wall that runs northward from the western end
of the gable, to join the southern wall of the
frater, is divided into three bays, and has two
lancet s in the southern bay and one in the middle
bay. On the floor immediately above the undercroft are traces of a single lancet in both the
northern and southern bays and of two lancets
in the middle bay. These would suggest a 13thcentury date for this portion, as if it had

[DUNFERMLINE.

survived the destruction of 1303, and it will be
remembered that on that occasion some part of
the residential buildings of the monks was
spared (d. p. II4). This may have been the
east or dormitory range, a suggestion which
receives some support from the fact that there
is a junction in the masonry where the dorter
building links with the frater, as if the frater of
the 14th century were a later addition. The
vaulting of the undercroft, too, is sexpartite at
the windows, which, as explained on p. II7,
would point to a 13th-century date, though, for
Scotland, this may not necessarily be the case.
It is fair, however,'to point out that the same
masons' marks appear in both buildings, which
may mean either that the two are contemporary,
or that the dorter was erected only a little
earlier than the frater of 1329.
As already indicat ed, the frater building
(Fig. 237), stands back from those just described.
It has had three storeys, the uppermost, which
was the frater-hall proper, b eing at a rather
higher level than the cloister. The south side
is divided into eight bays by lofty buttresses,
round which return the basement- and sillcourses. The most westerly buttress has been
incorporat ed in the gatehouse; the lower part,
which is exposed beneath an archway, has an
image-bracket on the west side. In the most
easterly bay a fine doorway with chamfered
and rebated jambs and a profusely moulded
head leads into a lobby at the end of the
undercroft . At one time there has been a
porch projecting above it . The wide window
higher up is one of those that lit the first floor.
Originally it has had mullions and a traceried
head, but subsequently it seems to have been
used as an access to a projecting feature, perhaps
an oriel, provision for supporting which is seen
on the adjoining buttress. Higher up still is
the dais window of the frater hall, which h as
been of three lights and has had a traceried
head. The next bay contains a single lancet ,
lighting the undercroft, and two grouped lancets,
lighting the first floor. At the frater level,
however, the wall is set forward on a foiled arch,
thrown between the buttresses, and is pierced by
two grouped windows with traceriedheads, which
have been considerably rest ored. Within was
the frater pulpit. Each of the next four bays has
a single lancet - of which four have been widened
- in the first and in the second storey and a
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traceried two-light window in the third. The
seventh bay contains an entrance to the undercroft, an arched doorway with chamfered jambs,
having on either side a nook-shaft to carry the
outer order. The arch is built in three orders
elaborately moulded, two members being scrollmoulded, a characteristically I4th - century
feature. Above the archway, at the first-floor
level, is a hanging passage, borne upon arches
and extending right across this bay and the
next as far as the gatehouse, into which one
could then pass from the second storey of the
frater building (Fig. 238). The arches in the
more east erly of the two bays seem originally
t o have been higher than they are now. The
windows lighting the passage are lancet s, not
unlike the other lancet windows but smaller.
The gat ehouse (Fig. 242), contains a vaulted
transe at the street level, and two upper
storeys. At one time both of the lower storeys
could be reached from the middle storey of the
frater building. The gatehouse was crowned by
a bartizan, part of the corbelling of which can
still be seen on the eastern and western walls.
Between it and the west gable of the frater lay
a small walled area, approached through an
archway in the side of the gat eho use. The head
of this opening, which is now used by pedestrians, has lately been heightened for head-room,
as the ground level has risen.
At the north-west ern angle of the west gable
of the frater (Fig. 242), is a semi-octagonal
projection containing a turnpike, which t erminates at the level of the bartizan in a caphouse surmounted by a stone spire. The great
west window of the frater is well designed. It
has seven lights, and the. head is filled with
geometrical tracery of the type known as
" Kentish," of which there are examples in and
near Canterbury. This unusual treatment is
possibly a result of the Cant erbury connection.
The tracery is in an exceptionally good state of
preservation, and its surfaces are delicat ely
moulded. Beneath this window are two lancet
windows, which light the middle floor. The
stair windows, and those of the lower lobby,
are narrow, lintelled openings, chamfered and
rebated.
Fig. 244 shows the ext ent of the buildings on
the south side of Monastery Street. They are
extremely ruinous at the level of the street, but
their undercrofts are in better case. The

kitchen abuts on the gatehouse and at the same
time serves as a terminal to the guest-hall,
which returns from it in a north-westerly
direction for a distance of some 95 feet: from
that point a building, lower in height, has
extended farther westward. Owing to the fall
of the ground the outer walls are heavily off-set
and buttressed.
The kitchen building has four buttresses;
three on the east, forming two bays, are linked
by arches, on which the upper part of the walls
is carried. The western one has a staircase
inside its upper part . The undercroft, which is
lit only from the south by two lancets and a
narrow, lintelled window, probably lancetheaded originally, is entered from the east
through an arched doorway with an obtusely
pointed head, head and jambs being heavily
chamfered and rebated. This is the only
original entrance from the outside at the lowest
level of the whole group of buildings. On the
north of the doorway there has been a small
projection containing a turnpike.
When the guest-house became part of the
palace, its outer or south-western wall underwent much reconstruction. In the eastern part
the top storey is entirely secondary, while the
m ajority of the lower windows have been altered,
lintelled windows with mullions and transoms
replacing the original pointed-arched windows.
In the western part the later masonry
actually extends from half-way up the lowest
storey to the wall-head. A notable feature in
the elevation is the provision of three oriel
windows on the top floor and one on the floor
below. The last is carried on an arch between
two buttresses and supports an upper oriel.
This whole scheme is evidently of later date, for
it entailed the destruction of an original chimney
flue.
INTERNALARRANGEMENT.- The undercroft of
the rere-dorter has been a vaulted chamber four
bays in length and two in width. The wallshafts are chamfered and have no capitals, the
vault-ribs rising directly from the chamfer
planes. In addition to the two lancet windows
in the gable, there is a single window in the...
west wall, originally a lancet, but subsequently
lintelled. The east wall is greatly reduced, and
no openings are now traceable in it, but the
west wall in the second bay from the south
contains the remains of a fireplace, in which

II6

Ancient and Historical ft1onuments ---Fife , ]{inross, and Clachrnannan.

Photo by H . C. Clayton.

FIG. 24z.- The Fends, and the \'·est \Ya ll of the Frater.

DUNFERMLINE ABBEY (No. 197).

T o fa ce p.

11 6 .

A IIci eul and H istorical Jllol1l1!J1 ellts-F 'ije, 1(illYoss, and Claclllilannall.

[<'IG. 243.- Unclcrcroft of Frater.

1'11010: H.M. Office of W orks .

FIG. 244.- Palacc frolll the South-East.
l)C~FEHl\ lLl .t\E

ABBEY (No. 1(.17) ,
Tof!lCCP·1 17,

DUNFERMLINE.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

an oven has been inserted but afterwards built
up. The entrance to the undercroft, also built
up, lies in the next bay to the north. Arched
externally, the head is formed internally with
jointed incline~ lintels. Outside the east w~ll
IS th~ sewer :vhIch ha~ been flu~hed by a condUIt,
provIded wIth a slUIce, runnmg from east to
west within the north wall. At a later time,
when the vault of the undercroft no longer
existed, a garderobe h aving an entrance from
the undercroft was formed above the conduit.
The undercroft ofthedorter (Fig. 234), has been
a long vaulted hall, two bays in width. Its
original length cannot now be determined
owing to the encroachment of the graveyard,
but three bays are still visible. The system of
vaulting is important, for in the bays in which
the windows occur it has been sexpartite, a
type of vault a bandoned in England about
1250 (d. p. II5). The ribs have been hollowchamfered and rebat ed, the intermediat e
members springing Irom little corbel-stops, the
principal members from wall-shafts, which are of
bowtel section and have a slight fillet. These
wall-shafts have moulded double capitals and
bases of water-holding type. The windows are
widely splayed internally and have rere-vaults
and scontion arches, the latter hollow-chamfered. On each wall there has been a bench.
The frater building, as already stated, lies
parallel to the nave, and the hall, which was on
the second floor, has been some three feet above
the level of the cloister. The entrance must
have been in the north wall, that is, from the
side next the cloister. It probably lay towards
the western end, where one side of an archway
can just be traced. Except at the western
corner, however, the whole of this wall is
missing. The eastern gable, too, is destroyed.
But the south wall and the west gable, which
remain almost to their full height, are sufficient
to show how the frater proper was laid out. It
has been a stately hall oblong on plan and
measuring inside, as far as now ascertainable,
121 feet by 341 feet, the east ern end being
elevat ed as the dais and lit by a special window.
Most of the light came from the other windows
mentioned above, viz. the great west window
and the six south windows, which are widely
splayed. Beyond the most easterly of the latter,
in th e recess formed by the projection thrown
out between the buttresses, is the pUlpit (Fig. 232)
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which has a two-light window at the back and
_ an open arcade towards the interior. The
elaborate tierceron - vault which covers it
is probably later, and the windows also
appear to have been renewed in their upper
parts. The entrance to the pulpit was from the
dais, through a little vaulted lobby, the doorway of which has a pointed, cusped head. From
the north-west corner of the hall one could
reach the turnpike, the doorway having a
" Carnarvon arch" or corbelled lintel, and from
the south-west corner there was an access to the
gatehouse, originally lintelled in the same style.
The roof has not been vaulted.
The first floor, or that immediately below the
frater hall, was divided into two chambers, the
smaller, which was two bays square, occupying
the western end. Both chambers were vaulted,
as is clear from remains which are still fairly
complete on the south wall of the western room,
and from slight traces in the eastern room. The
latter was lit from the south and the former
from the west. Near the north-west corner of
the western room there has been a fireplace in
the north wall, and probably a sink beside it.
At the south-west corner is an exit, opening
into the vaulted passage beneath the gatehouse.
A doorway in its ingoing, however, has led to a
passage now blocked by the vault of the gatehouse, one of several indications of a departure
from the original design. A built-up doorway
in the south wall, in the second bay of vaulting
from the west, has at one time given access to
the hanging passage set between the buttresses.
As there are no windows in this wall, it looks
as if the hanging passage had been contemplated
from the first. It may be noted in passing that
there has been no direct communication between
this floor and either the hall above or the undercroft below.
The undercroft of the frater building consists
of a single chamber, equal in size to the frater
hall less the dais, the remainder of the floor
being occupied by a lobby This chamber is
almost complete except for its vault, which can,
however, be reconstructed from the remains as
a quadripartite vault with ridge- and wall-ribs,
two bays wide and seven bays in length. A
row of stout piers, the intermediate supports of
the vaults, ran down the middle, and the
responds to these are appropriately massive.
Details of the vault-ribs and wall-shafts are
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i llllstrated on Fig . 243, which also shows the
constructional drawing incised on' the north
wall in the second bay from th e east , and with
it some of the numerous masons' marks on the
masonry. There are three entrances. The first
is from the turnpike, which led to the hall on
the second storey, the second is from the terrace,
now Monastery Street, and the third is from the
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the wall opposite the present east wall of the
frater undercroft came to be built, the partition
and a vaulted roof, which it supported on one
side, were removed.
The Pends or gatehouse links the frater to the
kitchen building, which lies, as is usual in
Benedictine houses, outside the cloister. If the
monastic kitch en was, as seems most likely,
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FIG. 245 .- Upper Floors, Conventual B u ildings, Dunfermline (No. 197).

t

lobby on the east. There is a st one bench on the first-floor chamber immediately south of the
each wall, and, at one part of the north wall, gatehollse at the level of Monast ery Street, its
there is a saving arch above the bench, where a communication with the frater must have been
drain passes beneath the building.
both circuitous and inconvenient. Two ways
The lobby must have communicat ed in some of access were possible. The first would lead
way with the cloister, but there are no traces directly from the kitchen across Monastery
left of the . steps which would be necessary Street into the undercroft of the range opposite,
t o reach the cloister level. The main doorway, and thence to the frat er by the turnpike already
now closed, was in the opposite wall and has described. The second would lead directly
opened on to the terrace. In the first instance, from the kitchen into a turnpike on the east,
the lobby has been divided into two parts by a and so t o th e chamber above, where a door
partition running east and west. In the more opens into a passage-room in the gatehouse,
southerly of the compartments so formed is an communicating by stairs with the frat er hall
entrance to the undeI croft of the dorter. When and, through the hanging passage, with the
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floor immediately below it. If, on the other
hand , the monastic kitchen lay on the second
floor, communication with the frater would be
easier, as there would be direct access to the
passage-room. There is, however, no evidence
that the upper chamber has been a kitchen,
whereas the lower chamber contains three large
fireplaces, two of which at least are original.
The passage blocked by the vault of the Pends,
and a straight joint at the western buttress of
the frater, indicate that the gatehouse was not
constructed as originally contemplated.
.. The front of the gatehouse was on the west,
where entrance was through a triple-membered
archway with a double door immediately
behind it. The lowest storey of the gatehouse
is, as we have seen, a transe or passage, the
western half being covered with one bay of
quadripartite vaulting in which the ridge-ribs
are horizontal, the other part with a barrelvault borne on five stout transverse ribs. The
first floor contains two passage - rooms, the
eastern of which, covered with a stellar vault,
communicates on the south with the chamber
above the kitchen, on the north-east with the
hanging passage and through that with the
storey beneath the frater, while on the north
it opens on a small stair and into a lobby where
there is an entrance to the frat er through a
massive relieving arch of two members. This is
lit from the east by a window, from which the
tracery h as been removed. The western chamber
is entered from the lobby. It is irregularly
shaped and is covered with a vault supported
by stout transverse ribs. In the southern wall
is a fireplace and beside it is a doorway of later
date opening to the chamber above the kitchen.
In the western wall is a window, which has been
built up, and on the north is another opening,
now glazed but evidently once a small door that
must have been reached from a forest air.
The outside of the hanging passage is illustrated in Fig. 238. Internally the western part
of it is roofed with vaulting slabs supported on
transverse ribs, but in the east ern part the. ribs
are rampant, running lengthwise, for there was
originally a stair here leading down to the
intermediate floor of the frater. This entrance
is now closed.
The top floor of the gatehouse is a single
chamber ceiled with a fine quadripartite vault,
in which there are level ridge-ribs. Here there

[DUNFERMLINE.

is evidence that at least part of the frater had
been raised to this level before the gatehouse
was built, since on the northern wall can be
traced what is apparently the original southwest angle of the frater. The present entrance
from the floor below is modern; it formerly led
only to a turnpike rising to the bartizan. The
chamber was originally entered from the kitchen
building, and is lit from east, south, and west.
The north wall contains the remains of a fine
hooded fireplace with a moulded cornice and a
lamp bracket, the latter supported on a grotesqu~
human head.
The undercroft of the kitchen building (Fig.
2391 is a fine vaulted hall, still complete, three
bays in length and two bays wide, built of
ashlar. Down the centre runs a row of piers,
octagonal in section and with boldly moulded
capitals, supporting the vaulting. The vaults
are quadripartite with an eke at the western
end to comp ensate for the wall next the guesthall being off-set. The two western vaultingbosses represent human heads. The other
bosses with the exception of one of the two in
the central bays, which is now greatly decayed,
bear roses. The windows look south and are
provided with rere-vaults and pointed scontion
arches. The entrance is in the east wall, and
in the west wall there is an access from the
adjoining structure, the undercroft of the guesthall. Communication with the floor above has
been by a turnpike contained in the projection at
the north-eastern angle, but n\)w hardly traceable. A drain runs beneath the building, and
a secondary access to it has been formed within
the undercroft at the west end of the north
wall. The outlet of a second drain appears at
the east end.
What is taken to be the monastic kitchen
is very ruinous. It has been a vaulted
chamber two bays wide and three in length,
the western bays of the vault displaying the
same irregularity as those below. The archway
built between the western respond and the south
wall was inserted in the r6th century. It
spanned the south-western corner of the kitchen
and so formed a lobby to the little turnpike,
which lies within an external buttress and gave
access to the floor above. Two large fireplaces,
originally hooded, lay in the north wall of the
kitchen, and there has been another fireplace,
still larger and of thp. type more usually found
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in a kitchen, at the south-eastern corner. The
last, however, may be an addition.
The remains of the chamber above the kitchen
are scanty. In the north wall was a fireplace,
to the east of which a doorway opened into the
first floor of the gatehouse. Both these details
are in the origirral walling, but the wall above
them-the outer wall of the gatehouse-is
clearly of later date, and the wall of the kitchen
on which it rests has been reduced in height.
The adjoining guest-house (Fig. 244), has been
in two portions, apparently contemporary and
dating from the I4th century. The western
part, extending to the present limit of the
range, was lower in height than the eastern part,
which contained the hall, but few details of its
original arrangement remain, for the walls were
reduced to the lowest floor and rebuilt to their
present height when the palace was reconstructed for Anne of Denmark, the Queen of
James VI . The undercroft of the western part
was not vaulted originally, while that of the
eastern portion was a vaulted hall, seven bays
in length and two in width. Both undercrofts
were subsequently subdivided and at a still
later time covered with barrel-vaults. The fine
newel-stair on the north is not original and may
date from the time of the internal subdivision.
To the north is an entrance to the eastern
undercroft, possibly earlier than the stair but
not, apparently, the original entrance. The hall
on the first floor of the eastern part of the guesthouse has not been vaulted and was probably
covered with an open timber roof. It was lit by
five handsome Gothic windows looking southward, but these have all been altered, the eastmost, illustrated in Fig. 235, being the least
disturbed. The windows inserted when the
building was reconstructed have segment al
scontion arches, and the fireplaces are of a
common early I6th-century type. The continuous corbel-table, inserted to carry the joists
of the storey added above the hall, is of the
type recorded at Rosyth Castle (No. 277),
Sauchie Tower (No. 589), and other buildings
described in this Inventory.
CARVED STONE.-Built into the soffit of
one of the upper windows is a sculptured
pediment representing the Annunciatio!1.
Above, within a segment representing clouds,
is the head of the Father with a triple crown and
the right hand raised in the gesture of blessing.

A ray of light passes down to the figure of the
Virgin kneeling before a desk, on which is an
open book inscribed ECCE. ANCILLA . D[OMI]NI .
FIAT. MICHl. S[ECVNDVM] . V[ERBVM] . T[VVM] .
On the ray is a descending dove. On the
opposite side the archangel Gabriel holds a
sceptre in one hand and in the other one end of
a scroll inscribed, AVE. GRATIA . PLENA. D[OMI]
N[V]S . TECVM. Between the two figures are a
pot with a lily, and the armorial bearings of
the last Abbot, George Dury or Durie: A
chevron between three crescents, with the
motto, CONFIDO.
ANNE OF DENMARK'S BUILDING. - The
picturesque I7th-century building, illustrated

FIG. 253.- Anne of Denmark's Building (p. I20).

in Fig. 253, which lay above an outer gate and
was attached to the west gable of the church,
has been entirely removed.
MISCELLANEOUS CARVED DETAILS.-Within
the nave, beside the south entrance to the
modern church, lies a much mutilated piece of
sculpture, evidently intended to represent a
lion holding in its forepaws a small shield
bearing: A cross-flory between ·five martlets,
for Queen Margaret. In the lobby between
the undercrofts of the dorter and the frater and
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in the kitchen undercroft are a number of
architectural details, for the most part vaultingribs and small portions of ar~h mouldings.
Other details are preserved in the first floor
of the gatehouse and in the hanging passage
adjoining, together with the following relics.
(I) A fine 16th-century armorial achievement, complete though very weather-worn,
with a Gothic canopy. It represent s t.he impaled
arms of James V and Marie de Lorraine on an
ensigned shield supported by two unicorns,
gorged and chained, each supporting a banner.
(2) A small memorial panel with two cherubs'
heads at the top, flanking a raised panel inscribed, [M]EMENTO [M]ORI. In the central
part of the panel is a shield bearing: Within
a tressure fiory-counter-flory, three stars. Below
the shield is the inscription: HONORABILIS /
VIRI . IACOBI MVR/RAVII . DE . PERDWS / MONVMENTVM . QVI . OBUT . 28 . SEPT . 1592.
(3) The lower part of a recumbent slab,
broken across a shield, which has borne two
impaled coats. The coat on the dexter side
evidently represented Murray as on (2), while
the one on the sinister side is probably for
Lindsay of Kirkforthar (No. 413), or of
Linbank, since it bears a fess checky and a
hunting horn in base; the charges in chief,
probably stars, are missing. Flanking the
shield are the initials I.M. and A.L. The
incomplet e marginal inscription runs [JAC]OBVS .
MORAVIVS / DE . PERDEWIS. FILIVS. QV[O] /NDAM
. D . GVLIELMI . MORA VII . DE ...
(4) A tiny stone coffin. The internal dimensions are I foot 6 inches in length, 5 inches and
3 inches in width, and 3 inches in depth.
(5) Part of a 14th-century screen.
(6) Two gargoyles, probably from the Palace,
in the form of half-length male figures in 16thcentury costume. One is represented as playing
a lute.
(7) Two now headless effigies of saints. These
probably stood in niches; they date from the
15th century.
1 Turgot, Vita Margaretae, cap. vii.
Fordun
attributes the foundation to King Malcolm or
to Malcolm and Margaret (Chronica, V, cap. xx,
xxxiv). In 1290 there was intimated a specified
relaxation of penance to such as visited the
" Church of St. Margaret, Dunfermline, on her
feast." (Calendar of Papal Registers, i, p. 520.)
Locally, too, it was known as " Sant Margretis
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Kyrk." (Burgh Records of Dunfermline, ed.
Erskine Beveridge, No. 45). 2 Chronicon Sanctae
Crucis, p. 30. 3 Cf. Reg. de Dunfermelyn, No. 18.
4 John
of Worcester, a contemporary, in
Chronicon ex Chronic is (E.H.S.), vol. ii, p. 90.
5 Reg. de Dunfermelyn, No. 288.
6 Scotichronicon, X, cap. iii. 7 A nnals of Dunfermline,
H enderson, p. 258. 8 Reg. Privy Council, i,
pp. 246-8. Pitscottie (XXII, chap. xxxii) says
that in March 1560 the reforming lords on their
way to Stirling "caist doune the Abbay of
Dunfermling." 9 Annals, etc., p. 216. 10 Stoddart's Scottish Arms, vol. i, plate 94. 11 Scotichronicon, X, cap. iii; Burgh Records of Dunf ermline, Nos. 45, 293, 139, &c. 12 B~trgh
Records, No. 165. 13 Scotichronicon, V, cap.
xlviii. 14 Historia Novorum (RS.), p. 279.
15 Lawrie's
Early Scottish Charters, No. ix.
16 Calendar of Papal Registers, i, p. 215.
Reg.
de D~mf., No. 279. 17 Flores Historiarum (RS.),
iii, pp. 3II-12. 18 Exchequer Rolls, i, p. 215.
Cf. also Eccles. Arch., i, p. 230; and Introd.,
p. xlvi.
xxxviii N.E. March 1929.
198. Gateway.-At the south end of St.
Margaret Street, opposite Priory Lane, are the
slight remains of a large 14th-century gateway,
evidently the southern gate of the Abbey.
Only the west jamb is left. It is chamfered and
rebated, and the arch-head has seemingly been
received on a discontinuous impost .
xxxix N.W. 14 August 1928.

1

SECULAR BUILDINGS.
/ 199, The Abbot's House, Dunfermline.-Two
adjacent tenements, No. 21 Maygate and No. II
Abbot Street, lying to the north of the churchyard are together known as the Abbot's House.
They were built in the late 16th century and
originally formed a single structure which consisted of a long rectangular main block, three
main storeys in height, running east and west,
with a stair-tower projecting near the centre of
the north side and another from the southeast ern angle; turret stairs corbelled out
within two of the re-entrant angles gave access
to chambers in the upper part of the towers.
Towards the close of the 17th century there
was some alteration and extension. The space
on each side of the northern stair-tower was
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filled in and the present entrance to 21 Maygate
formed in the tower itself with a large lintel
above it bearing the couplet: SEN . VORD . IS .
THRALL. AND. THOCHT . IS. FRE / KElP. VEILL . THY
TONGE. I . COINSELL . THE.
The south-eastern

stair-tower was made to serve as the abutment
of a new wing.
Internal alterations made then included the
removal of the vaulting in the chamber immediately opposite the new entrance and the
insertion of fireplaces there and in the kitchen
adjoining. At the same time there was some
reconstruction of the top storey and probably
also of the dormers looking southward. Both
the original house and the additions have to
some extent been modernised. The final stage
was its division into two.
The masonry is of rubble, harled. Most of the
windows have been enlarged. Towards the
garden is the south-western re-entrant angle
with the stair-turret and its corbelling. In the
stair wall is a small loop aligned along the
main south wall.
The basement~floor of the main block contained four chambers. All of them were
originally vaulted, but, as already stated, the
vaulting has in one case been removed. The
eastern chamber is part of the eastern house.
There are four chambers on each of the upper
floors, but the only features of interest remaining
are the moulded stone fireplaces on the top
floor. Within the eastern house in the secondary
east wing is a good scale-and-platt staircase with
solid newel. It rises to the first floor only.
xxxviii N .E.

15 April 1929.

J

200. Malcolm
Canmore's Tower.-As the
Tower Burn winds through Pittencrieff Glen, a
public park lying immediately west of Dunfermline Abbey, it makes at one point a loop to the
west, skirting on three sides the rocky eminence
known as the Tower Hill. On this, at a height
of some 70 feet above the stream, are the ruins
of the building which has given both burn and
hill a name. They consist of the core of the
west and south walls of a rectangular structure,
which has measured some 33 feet by 12t feet
within walls about 10 feet in thickness. The
facing stones have been removed, and there is
nothing to give any indication of date.

xxxviii N.E.

21 August 1928.
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J 201. Pittencrieff House.- The old mansion of
Pittencrieff, which stands in Pittencrieff Glen,
has been conserved and adapted for use as a
museum. It consists of an oblong main block,
lying east and west, with an oblong stair-wing
projecting from the middle of the south side.
When built by Sir Alexander Clerk in 1610, it
was three storeys in height. In 1731, however,
if we may judge from the date carved beneath
the south-east skew-put, the roof was raised
and another storey added. The masonry is
harled, the window margins and other dressings
being exposed. The second-floor window on
the west gable has a broken pediment with a
fleur-de-lys as finial, and in the tympanum a
shield enclosed by the initials S.A.C., for Sir
Alexander Clerk, and bearing: A fess checky
and in chief a mullet between two crescents,
in base a boar's head erased. A corresponding
pediment on the other gable bears as a decorative device a star or mullet within a crescent,
while a pediment on the stair-wing bears a thistleslip.
The entrance, a moulded doorway, lies at
the stair-foot in the west wall of the wing, and is
surmounted by a little cornice, beneath which,
prefaced by an index hand, is the inscription:
PRAISED. BE. GOD. FOR. AL. HIS. GIFTES. Above is
a panel with enriched border, which bears a
cartouche with Sir Alexander Clerk's arms and
initials. The inside of the house h as been gutted,
but the modelled plaster ceilings are copied
from one of the original ceilings.
xxxviii N.E. 14 August 1928.

J 202. Seventeenth-Century Tenement, Cross
Wynd, Dunfermline.-A tenement dating from
the late 17th century stands at the head of the
Cross Wynd on the western side. It is a plain,
harled structure comprising a "laich" floor
and two upper storeys. The gables are crowstepped. On the side facing the Wynd is a
panel within an enriched border. This contains
a shield bearing: A tree eradicated, lying
f€sswise, between three pheons for Dalgleish,
accompanied by the initials M.R.D. and the
quotation from Psalm cxxvii, NISI DOMINVS
FRVSTRA .
Above and below the shield are
Latin inscriptions, for the most part illegible,
At the back of the house a dormer p ediment
from elsewhere has been inserted. It bears a
cartouche charged with what is probably
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intended for the Dalgleish arms as above.
The cartouche has been flanked by initials.
That on the dexter side has been erased, but
that on the sinister side is D., for Dalgleish.
Another pediment has been inserted in the wall
of the property adjoining. It contains a
cartouche bearing: A salt ire engrailed between
four roses (?), for Macfarlane (?) and is flanked
by the initials I.M.

[DUNFERMLINE .

early I7th-century costume, it may be a
portrait (cf. HISTORICAL NOTE) . Between the
windows t o which those pediments belong is a
panel with the inscription, "The Lord hath
chosen them that fear him," in Hebrew. A
third pediment on the south wall of the stair
tower contains an oval cartouche enclosing
three buckles, two and one, and is flanked by
the initials W.M., the surname being Monteith.
The windows on the other faces of the house
xxxviii N.E. 8 April I929.
have back-set margins. The entrance was in
the south wall of the stair-tower, but the
vi 203. Hill House.-A 17th-century house (Fig. moulded
doorway has now been removed to an
249) with some interesting ornament crowns
inner
wall
and screened by a mo.dern addItion.
the summit of a hillock on the southern outAbove the position where it originally stood,
the stair-wall contains a scrolled panel dated
I623, and beneath it a scrolled cartouche
divided by a vertical bar. On the dexter
side is a quotation from Jeremiah xxii, I3, in
Hebrew characters and on the sinister side the
same quotation in Latin: V.JE JEDIFI/CANTI
DOM /VM SVAM INI /VSTITIA (I< Woe unto him
that buildeth his house by unrighteousness ").
On the south-east face of the tower is an empty
panel-space, and at the top, in place of the usual
balustrade, a parapet of pierced letters, which
read, NI DEVS JED IFICET DOMVM (" Except the
FIRST FLOOR Lord build the house "). On a panelled stone
10FEET
10
5
0
connecting two long chimney-stalks I< within
111I1I11111
I
the bartizan "1 is an inscription in H ebrew with
its equivalent in Latin: ECC. C . 2 .22 (2I) /HOC
FIG. 259 .-Hillhouse (No. 203).
QVO /QVE VAN/ITAS EST ET MA/LVM MAGNVM
skirts of Dunfermline, about 200 feet above (I< This also is vanity and a great evil ").
The house has been modernised internally.
sea-level. "It consists of an oblong main block
running roughly east and west, a wing projecting In the course of a restoration which it undersouthward in alignment with the eastern gable, went some years ago, certain fireplaces removed
and a stair tower within the re-entrant angle; from I7th-century buildings in Culross are
a second tower which proj ects eastward from understood to have been inserted. Only two
the wing, though probably an afterthought, is of these can be identified with certainty;
apparently contemporary with the other parts. the first is in the drawing-room (Fig. 248) and
The front is faced with ashlar, the sides and bears the inscription ANNO I669 H.I., while the
back are built of rubble. The front windows second is a plainer fireplace in the modern
and those of the east tower have architraves dining-room . It is, however, possible that
enriched with a roll-and-hollow moulding of a some of the other fireplaces were inserted at
type common in Fife from the close of the I6th the same time.
century. Those of the staircase are enriched in
The ground floor is not vaulted, and its
places with carv d ornament and, like the other only feature of interest is the . wide kitchenfront windows, have pediments. ~ Some of the fireplace in the east gable. The first floor conpediments are defaced, but two in the main block t ains the principal apartments, all of which are
(Fig. 247) bear, respectively, a seated figure, modernised. The second floor, where the main
playing a harp, and th e upper part of a bearded stair terminates, is devoted to bedrooms. Above
man holding a book open. As the latter is in the south wing and cast tower is an attic floor
I23
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reached by a small stair on the mid-wall, which
also gives access to a tiny chamber above the
main staircase.
WINDMILL (?).-Less than 50 yards to the
east of the house is a circular tower some 16 feet
in diameter and 15 feet in height, resting on a
vaulted compartment measuring internally 17
feet 10 inches by 10 feet 5 inches. The entrance
has a 17th-century chamfer. A similar structure
at Melville House (No. III), has been a windmill.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-': The initials W.M. surmounted by the fleur-de-lis ... appear to be
those of William Monteith of Randieford, who
acquired the lands of Hill in 1621, and obtained
a charter for them in 1624, and who, it may be
presumed, erected this mansion in 1623, the
date below the front window: . He was an elder
in this parish in 1640."1
1 Historical and Statistical Account of Dunfermline, by Rev. Peter Chalmers (1844), p. 326.
xxxix S.W. 4 April 1928.
204. Pitreavie House.-.:'.The lands of Pitreavie,
which lie on the southern outskirts of Dunfermline, were bought in 16081 by Henry Wardlaw
of Balmule, who had succeeded William Shaw
(see p. III) as Chamberlain to the Queen, Anne
of Denmark. H e was knighted in 1613 and
created a baronet of Nova Scotia in 1631. As
a royal official he was one of those employed in
·making a survey of the royal residences 2 and in
the administration of the funds expended upon
them. In 1614, when his lands were erected into
a barony, the new,grant specifies the" manor
place."3 The original house was thus most
probably built by him. It was of four storeys,
the ground floor being vaulted. Comprising as
it does a main block running east and west, with
wings at either end returning northward in
alignment with the gables and with a turnpike
in each of the re-entrant angles, the plan closely
resembles that of the slightly later house of
Baberton in Midlothian. * This arrangement
existed until 1885, when extensive alterations
were made. The two lower storeys of the main
block were then carried farthe:r: south, while at
the same time the southern gables of the wings
were advanced and provided with bay windows.
A porch was built at the north end of the east

/

* See
TO.

66.

Inventory, Midlothian

and West Lothian,

wing and a new wing was added on the eastern
side of the house. Internally the house was
modernised. The vaulting was removed, and
the main staircase transferred from the west
wing to the east. The north front is virtually
unchanged, although certain windows have been
closed and others altered.
The masonry is of fine ashlar-work coursed,
and the windows have broad margins slightly
back-set. The lowest part of the turrets is lit
from narrow slits with small circular gun-loops
in the sills; above the ground-floor the turrets
are enlarged by means of an elaborate encorbellment, the upper member of which continued
as a string over the whole front and may also
have returned along the flanks. A panel on
the upper part of the front, containing the
Wardlaw arms, seems to be modern. On the
inner face of each of the original wings a close
garderobe is corbelled out at second-floor level.
The old entrance, behind which hangs an iron
" yett," is a fine Renaissance doorway with a
triangular pediment having a star for finial and
bearing between two garlands the initials S.H.W.
linked with a ribbon, for Sir H enry Wardlaw.
It opened through the inner face of the west
wing into a small lobby giving access on the
south to the kitchen, which was the westmost
chamber of the main block, and through the
well of the western turnpike to a passage, while
directly in front was the main stair, which rose
to the first floor.
On the basement floor, where the only detail
of interest left is the arch of the old kitchen
fireplace, the main block contained two large
chambers of the full width of the block, one
at each end, and three intermediate chambers
shorter than the others by the width of the
passage from which they were entered. In the
east wing was a storeroom, originally unconnected with any other part of the house but
approached through a doorway in the inner wall.
This doorway, which resembled that of the main
entrance, in relation to which it was symmetrically placed, has been removed. Whether
the eastern turnpike ever descended to groundlevel is uncertain, but the western turnpike
evidently did not. On the upper floors there
were three chambers within the main block and
one in each of the wings. Beneath the upper
landing of the main stair was an arched and
seated recess.
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ENTRANCE GATE. - The approach seems
originally to have been from the west, where
there is an avenue of fine old beeches . Rebuilt
across the present approach is an arched gateway 10 feet wide. Its original position is unknown. In the upper part is included a scrolled
dormer-pediment bearing a small cherub's head
and the initials D.E.W.linked by a cord. These
are for Dame Elizabeth Wilson, wife of the first
Sir Henry Wardlaw. 4
SUNDIAL.-Behind the house stands a sundial
of "lectern" type on an octagonal step (Fig. 48).
The square pedestal, like that of the dial at Aberdour House (No. 16), is borne on four stone spheres
and has a cartouche on each side. The northern
face shows a lozenge-shaped escutcheon bearing
a fess checky between three mascles, for
Wardlaw. The southern one bears: A fess and
in base a mascle, for Beaton of Balfour.* The
eastern one bears the initials S.H.W., while the
western one has a heart-shaped centre with the
date 1644. The dial proper rises from a moulded
capital. The total height, measured from the
step, is 6 feet 3 inches. The date and initials
indicate that the sundial was erected by the
second Sir Henry Wardlaw (1637-53), whose
wife wa~ Margaret Beaton of Balfour.
1 The Wardlaws in Scotland, by John C.
Gibson, p. II9. 2 Reg. Pro Co., xi, p. 45, and
passim; 2nd Series, iii, p. lOI. 3 Reg. Mag.
Sig., .s.a., No. lO45. 4 The Wardlaws in Scotland
p. 126. Cf. also Cast, and Dam. Arch, ii, p.
537·
xxxix S.W. 7 August 1928.
Pitfirrane Castle.- The castle (Fig. 252)
lies within its policies some two miles west of Dunfern1line. It is a composite structure, the oldest
part of which is not earlier than the 15th century, when the lands belonged to the family of
Halket,1 and it is still inhabited by descendants
of the builders. The 15th-century house was an
oblong tower, measuring externally 301 feet
from north to south by 53 feet from east to
west over walls 51 to 91 feet in thickness, and
containing a ground floor with a vaulted entre sol
above it and at least two upper floors. On each
floor there appear to have been two chambers,
the western ones being the smaller. The entrance

r/ 205·

* This should properly be a fess between three
mascles.
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lay in the south wall and opened into a small
lobby giving direct access to the larger groundfloor chamber and to two mural stairs which
rose to the first floor; from the western of these
the entresollevel was reached.
Internally this part of the house has been
considerably modernised. In the interval,
however, there had been a good deal of alteration. In 1583 the wall-head was removed,
and the tower heightened by the addition of a
storey with turrets corbelled out at its western
angles. A new wing was also built, projecting
southwards in alignment with the west gable.
It contained a spacious turnpike approached
from the west and ascending to the second floor,
above which were chambers reached from a
turret-stair corbelled out within the re-entrant
angle, the lowest member of the corbelling
representing a grotesque head. Above the
new entrance thus provided there was placed
an armorial panel, still in situ (Fig. 246) . It has
a chamfered margin enriched with roses, and
bears on the lintel, in raised figures, the date 1583.
The sculpture is in high relief and shows a shield
with mantled helm affronty and a falcon's head
erased for crest; the shield is supported by two
falcons and bears: rhree.piles conjoined in point,
on a chief a lion passant, for Halket. Above
is a label with the motto, FIDES SVFICIT (sic).
Higher up on· the same wall is a double coat of
arms (Fig. 246). In its upper part are the Royal
Arms of Scotland with supporters, and in its
lower part the arms of Halket, as given above, impaling Hepburn: On a chev.ron, a rose between
two lions combatant, and in base three martlets,
two and one. The dext er supporter is a falcon
jessed and belled, and the sinister a unicorn.
The helm is mantled and the crest is that of
Halket, while above it,on a label, are the mottoes
of the two families, FIDES SVFICIT and GO TILL IT.
Below the shield are the initials G.H. and I.H.,
for George Halket and Isabel Hepburn of
Waughton. 2
The 16th-century work is in fine ashlar, and
the windows have a quirked edge-roll wrought
on jambs and lintels. Internally, however, the
extension , like the old tower, has undergone
considerable alteration. The space in front of
the entrance of that period has been roofed over
and converted into a gallery, into which the
lower steps of the main staircase have been
diverted. In the later 17th century a further
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large addition, four storeys in height, was made
on the east of tower and wing. It also has been
modernised internally. The dormer on its
eastern side, which bears in the pediment the
date 1626 and the motto, SVSTINE ET ABSTINE,
was inserted comparatively recently.

was apparently a forestair rising to the pointedarched doorway which is still to be seen in the
west gable. The upper floor is covered with a
pointed barrel-vault. It also is a single compartment, and it appears to have communicated
with an upper floor or floors by means of a
turnpike set at the north-east angle.
xxxviii S.E. & xlii N.E. 12 June 1928.

IRON YETT.-A fine iron "yett," probably
dating from 1583 (Fig. 251), has been set up
across the path leading to the gardens.

DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.

SUNDIAL.-On the lawn to the south-west of
the mansion is a lat e 16th-century sundial (Fig.
250) standing on a base of three steps . The dialstone is modern and surmounts a lion sejant
holding in its paws a shield charged for Halket,
apparently with a bordure for difference.

~ 207-: Fort, Castle Craigs, Craigluscar HilI.About 250 yards north of the farn1 of Glassiebarns and a little over 600 yards north-west of

1 William "Haket" of "Pitfurane" is on
record in 1477. Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 1347.
2 Ibid., 1580, No. 73; 1598/9, No. 867.
Cf
Douglas's Baronage of Scotland. Cf. also Cast.
and Dom. Arch, iii, p. 572.

xxxviii S.E. & xlii N.E. 10 August 1928.
206.

The

King's

Cellar,

Limekilns.-This

buildihg, which stands in a court on the north
side of the main-street of the village, consists of
the two lower floors of a 16th-century warehouse. It is oblong on plan. The masonry is
fairly cubical, built with pinnings. The ground
in front has risen, having been levelled up so
that it partially covers a pointed-arched doorway, now built up, which was the original
entrance to the basement floor. The contemporary windows on this floor have been narrow
loops, keyhole-shaped. The entrance to the
upper floor, which is centred in the south front
above a forestair, and the upper windows have
back-set margins and are insertions of the 17th
century. A triangular pediment, containing a
shield and the date 1581, has been placed above
this upper entrance . The shield is parted per
pale and bears: dexter, Quarterly, within a
bordure charged with eight mascles, 1st and 4th,
a mascle, 2nd and 3rd, an eagle displayed;
sinister, within a bordure (?) charged with
mascles, three mullets. The lower floor is a
single compartment which is covered with a
semi-circular barrel-vault and measures 55!
feet in length by 161 feet in breadth. There was
no internal communication between it and the
upper floor, and the original access to the latter

C:l T (.ALDER

FIG. 262.-Fort, Craigluscar (No. 207).

Craigluscar i? a prominent ridge with a precipitous rocky scar facing to the south-west. On
the top of this there is an interesting fort. The
ridge on which it has been built rises abruptly
on the south and south-west from the 500 to the
700 feet level, and the crest is difficult of approach
on all sides. Access to the fort is easiest from
the east, along the highest part of the ridge,
and here there is a well-defined entrance 10 feet
wide. The construction is now largely obliterated. Enough, however, remains to indicate
that it has consisted of three strong lines of
walling, very skilfully adapted to the natural
configuration of the ground and terminating at
either end on the edge of the cliff. The triple
circumvallation appears to have been complete,
except for a short distance between the entrance
and the rocky face at the south-east, where
the outcrops provide a natural obstruction and
where therefore the outermost of the three
walls seems to have been omitted. Some very
indefinite indications of a break at the west may
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possibly mark the position of a second entrance.
In the centre of the main enclosure there are
slight traces of a low platform. Nothing now
remains of the walls but slight foundations.
Thus, while their outline can still be followed,
it is only at certain points that any satisfactory
estimate of their original width can be formed.
The innermost of the three has been the
strongest, with an average thickness of 14 feet;
the second has been, on an average, 10 feet thick
and the third or outermost 8 feet. Near the
edge of the precipice are the remains of a small
square building of modern masonry. The
dimensions of the innermost enclosed area are
ISO feet from east-north-east to west-south-west
by II2 feet from north-north-west to southsouth-east.
xxxiii S.E. (" Fort, Supposed site "). 22 July
I9 2 S·

.

STANDING STONES.

r/

208. Standing Stone, near Easter Pitcorthie.About 200 yards north of the farm of Easter
Pitcorthie, in a field adjoining the north
side of the roadway from Dunfermline to
Burntisland, stands a roughly rectangular
block of sandstone, which presents the appearance of having been subjected to fire or heat.
It is set with its main axis due north and south
on the crest of slightly rising ground at an
elevation between the 200 and 2S0 feet contours.
There are some indications that it has been
packed at the base, but what appears to be
packing may be no more than a collection of
loose stones which have accumulated round it
during the years in which the surrounding area
has been cultivated. It rises to a height of
S feet 10 inches above the ground level,
but shows no traces of any sculpturings. At
3 feet from the ground its girth is II feet 10
inches.
xxxix N.W. (unnoted). 20 August 1925.
209. Holed Stone at Craigs Farm.:-Between
twenty and thirty years ago it was decided to
remove a block of sandstone which was obstructing the cultivation of a field about a quarter of
a mile south of Craigs Farm. When the
covering earth was cleared away, th e slab,
which was in a recumbent position and only
slightly imbedded, was found to be of fairly

[DUNFERMLINE.

large dimensions and to be perforated at one
point. No interest appears to have been taken
in it at the time, for it was broken up to
facilitate removal. A careful search along the
boundary of the field, from which it was said to
have bee n dug up, resulted in the discovery of
what was apparently a portion of the stone, as
it showed the segment of a perforation. The
fragment, which measures approximately IS
inches square by 4 inches thick, is now in the
Pittencrieff Museum, Dunfem1line.
xxxviii S.E.; xlii N.E. 7 September 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.
Inscribed Pediments.- Three inscribed
pediments evidently belonging to an earlier
school-building had been inserted into the wall
of the old High School of Dunfermline. When
this was pulled down in 1902, they were transferred to the Post Office which took its place,
and they are now to be seen in the wall facing
Queen Anne Kirk. One shows the burgh arms,
re-cut, with the inscription: FAVE MIHI MI DEVS
1625 (" Shew me Thy favour, oh my God ").
Another bears the words: SEP(E) / DOCE ET /
CASTIGA VT / VIVAT PVER (" Be diligent in
instruction and spare not the rod, lest the child
be spoiled "); and the third: x / DISCE / ET
PATE /RE SIC TE BEAB /IT DEVS TVVS (" Learn
and endure, so shall thy God bless thee ").
xxxviii N.E. 8 April 1929.

\/'210.

( 2II.

Tolbooth Bell, Dunfermline.-This relic
is preserved within the Municipal Buildings.
It is a delicate casting, measuring I4! inches in
diameter at the skirt and Ioi inches in height,
the canons, which are complete , being unusually
small. The crown bears a crest work and the
inscription: HENRICK TER HORST ME FECIT
DAVENTRIiE ANNO 1654, the words being
separat ed by rosettes. On the crown and at
the waist are three annulets.
xxxviii N.E. 14 July 1931.
212. Perdieus (O.s. Perdiens) Mount.-A
little to the south of the town, in a low-lying
field near to Lady MiU Toll and close to the
west bank of the Lyne Burn, is a large earthen
mound, which stands at an elevation of 150 feet
above sea-level and is approximately 15 feet
high. It is now in a neglected state, and, owing

.;

127

r

<

r

DUNFERMLINE.]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

to the rank growth and the accumulation of
rubbish, accurate measurements are impossible.
The lands of" Perdew" (1526) or " Perdewis"
(1557-85) or " Perdeweis" (1610) alias Broomhill (" Brumhill ") were described as lying on
the south side of lower Dunfermline (ex australi
parte i1'ljerioris ville ejusdem), on both sides of
the" lyn " or Lyne Burn, and at the dates cited
was feued by perhaps a family of the name of
Murray.l "Perdiens" on the O.S. map is a
misprint for "Perdieus,"2 and the mound is
perhaps a mote-hill. Originally" Pardusin "
was Abbey land. 3
lSee p. 121(2), Registrum de Dunfermelyn, pp.
381, 492, 504. 2" Pardieus" in Stat. Acct.,
xiii, p. 453 (note). 3 Registrum, No. I.
xxxix N.W. 20 August 1925.

~15.

214· "St. Margaret's Stone."-This stone is
set up on a modern support within a stone-built
recess on the west side of the public road from
Dunfermline at a distance of about t mile north
of Rosyth Halt. It stands with its main axis due
north and south and measures 8 feet 6 inches
by 4 feet 7 inches by I foot 6 inches. On one
side the entire surface is cup-marked, the
markings varying in size from It inches to 3t
inches and having an average depth of from
1 to i inch.
The original position of the stone is unknown,
but it is popularly associated with Queen
Margaret and bears an incised panel on whit.::h is
cut " St. Margaret's Stone" in letters 3 inches
high. The following inscription has been added
on the modern support: ACCORDING TO TRADITION MARGARET AFTERWARDS QUEEN OF MALCOLM CANMORE RESTED ON THE ABOVE STONE
A.D. 1069 WHEN ON HER WAY TO DUNFERMLINE.
xxxix S.W. 7 September 1925.
J

SITES.

Tumulus, Calais Muir.-The remains of
this tumulus are situated, at an elevation of 300
feet above sea-level, within the northern fringe
of Calais Muir Wood and at a distance of 100
yards south-east of Muirhouses. The site is
thickly covered with trees and is much broken
up as the result of excavations carried out in
r886.-See Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vol. xx
(188 5-6), pp. 244-252.
xxxix N.W. 7 September 1925.
/ 216. Cairn, near Craigs.-This site lies at an
elevation of 150 feet above sea level and about
100 yards to the north-west of Craigs Farmhouse. The ground has been under cultivation
for many years, and the only indication of the
former existence of a cairn is the stony character
of a knoll. No relics are known to have been
found on or about the spot.
xxxviii S.E. 7 September 1925.

J 213. Witches' Stone.-Lying in a cultivated
field about 100 yards from the roadway between
Dunfermline and Cairneyhill, on its north side,
and about 1 mile south-east from Pitconochie
farm, is a huge irregularly shaped sandstone
boulder known as "The Witches' Stone." It
lies with its main axis east and west and rises
at its highest point to a height of 5 feet above
the surrounding level. The boulder, which has
a basic girth of 57 feet, shows no traces of any
sculpturings.
xxxviii N.E. 21 July 1925.

[DUNINO.

oJ 217. Groups of Short Cist Burials.- (I)
Towards the end of the year 1922 a small group
of three slab-lined graves was discovered in
Ferniehill sandpit, which lies on Primrose Farm,
about 1 mile east of the hamlet of Pettymuir
and about 2t miles south-south-east of Dunfermline. The site is on the summit of a sandy ridge
a little above the 100 feet contour line. See
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lvii (1922-3), p. 299·
.j (2) About half a mile north-east of (I), on
the estate of Pitreavie and" close to the intersection of the road to Inverkeithing by the
Dunfermline and Queensferry Railway ... neal
the summit of a gentle rising ground a'b out IOC
yards south of the railway line," a group of siJl
short cists was discovered in 1885. They an
described in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xx (1885-6) ,
pp. 240-244.
xxxix S.W. (unnoted).

DUNINO

G.

SECULAR BUILDING

Pittarthie Castle.-The ruins of Pittatthie Castle stand on high ground at the
southern end of the parish, 4t miles north of St.
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.Ninians. While the outer walls are fairly complete, they are insecure and are covered with
ivy. The building, which dates from the close
of the 16th century, has been a house of fair
size, three storeys in height, resembling in plan
the smaller contemporary house of Randerston
(No. 356). It faces south, the wing projecting
from the south-west angle in a manner that
permitted of the main block being more
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FIG. 263.-Pittarthie Castle (No. 218).

adequately lighted than would have been
possible with an L-shaped plan. The entrance
is at the foot of the staircase, which is centrally
situated within the southern re-entrant angle.
The masonry is rubble, but the stones are
large and brought to courses. Two angles of
the building are rounded off, as shown on the
plan, and the north-west angle of the wing
is circled. The window dressings are sometimes
rounded at the arris, sometimes hollow-chamfered. There are numerous gun-holes placed
usually in the window breasts. A small turretstair, apparently an addition, projects from
the north wall on a corbelling of three members
and gives access from the first to the upper
floors. On the south front of th e main block is a
panel, surmounted by a cherub. The inscription
on it is now indecipherable, but the workmanship recalls that of early 17th-century tombstones.
9
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The ground floor, which is vaulted, is only
partially accessible as the vaults have fallen in
places. But there have been at least three
chambers, two of which lay in the wing, and it is
obvious that the southern room there has been
the kitchen, since it has had a water inlet in
the west wall and a large fireplace, with an oven
of later date, in the north wall. The arrangement of the main block at this level is doubtful.
On the first floor, the part of the wing overlying the kitchen is a living-room, which is
entered from the main stair and is provided
with a mural chamber and a close garderobe
with lamp recess. In the main block there were
latterly, if not originally, two apartments, that
on the west being the Hall. Here the fireplace,
now incomplete, immediately adjoins the stair,
a position it frequently occupies in late 16thcentury work. A basin with outlet is fitted in
the embrasure of the west window, and there
is a buffet with moulded margin in the north
wall. The Hall communicates with a small
chamber in the north part of the wing, possibly
a servery, from which a narrow service-stair,
similar to one at Randerston, descends to the
ground floor. The room to the east of the Hall
has undergone some alteration, and the ceiling
has apparently been lowered. The fireplace
lies in the gable, and on the north is the entrance
to a turret-stair leading to the second floor.
On the second floor the wing chamber opens
into a small chamber above the service rOOIll,
and there have been three chambers in the main
block. Above the main stair, which terminates
on the second floor, there is a small chamber,
which is reached from a turret-stair partly
corbelled out in the south wall.
HISTORICAL NOTE.- In 1598 the King confirmed to Andrew Logan of Easter Granton and
his heirs the lands of Pittarthie with certain
others, including the fortalice, manor-place,
&c., which had formerly been held of the
Archbishop of St. Andrews by J ames Monypenny of Pitmelie and had been resigned by
him in favour of the said Andrew. 1 But in 1654
William Bruce was returned heir to his father,
Andrew Bruce of Pittairthie, in these lands,2
and in 1700 there still were Bruces in Pittairthie. 3
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a. No. 7 20 . 2 Inquis .
Spec., Fife, No . 832. 3 Ibid., No. 1442.
xv S.W. 24 June 1927.
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Pot Hole, Dunino Den.-In Dunino Den,
a -ut 100 yards to the north-west of the
churchyard, is what is called "The Pot Hole."
It consists of a circular depression worked in the
rock surface, 4 feet 6 inches in diameter, and
approximately 3 feet deep. It lies on the top of
a flat rocky projection, known locally as the
Bell Craig, from which a flight of steps, hewn
out of the rock and probably of late construction, leads downwards to the stream. The
hole was cleared out by the late Rev. C.
Rodgers, and the process of clearing was continued for a time at irregular intervals as it
became silted up. It is popularly supposed to
have been associated with pagan worship.
xv S.E. (unnoted). 8 July 1925.
Sculptured Stone in Churchyard.-This
sf ne is set with its axis north and south and
stands with a distinct inclination to the north.
It is 2 feet 6 inches in height, I foot II inches
in width across its broad faces, and averages
I foot 3 inches in thickness.
There has been
sculpturing on the east and west faces, but the
design cannot now be identified owin g to the
weathered condition of the surface. The top
of the stone has been converted into a sundial
bearing the date 1698 in incised figures, the
first two of which are Ii inches in height and
the others 2l inches. Cf. Early Christian Monts.,
p. 374. Another sculptured stone from Dunino
is in the Cathedral Museum, St. Andrews (No.
45 6).
xv S.E. 8 July 1925.
220.

SITES.

;21.

r
Stone Circle.-The stone circle that
formerly existed near the church at Dunino
has now been entirely destroyed, but what are
believed to be portions of some of the original
stones are built into the dike on the north side
of the roadway at the south-west of the churchyard, about 100 yards east of its junction with
the main thoroughfare to St. Andrews.
xv S.E. 8 July 1925.
222. Cist, Beley Farm.-A few years ago a
short cist, containing a fine food-vessel urn, was
accidentally discovered during ploughing on

[DYSART.

the farm of Beley, a little to the west of Dunino
Churchyard, but there does not appear to
have been any superimposed structure on the
site. The urn is now preserved in the National
Museum.1
1 Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., Ix (1925-6), p. 21.
xv S.E. (unnoted). 8 July 1925.
The O.S. map also records a site as under :

8

Stravithie Castle.
xv N.E.
DYSART.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

, 224. St. Serf's Church.-The ruins of thIS
church stand close to the sea, not far from
Dysart harbour, and may be identified from a
considerable distance by the great western tower
(Fig. 254), which rises 74 feet in height from
ground to parapet. The church dates mainly,
if not entirely, from the early 16th century
and has been an oblong of 141! by 50 feet,
comprising a central nave with north and south
aisles. The north aisle has been removed, and
a road runs over its site, while the nave and
south aisle are fragmentary. The western
tower is built out from the south aisle, which is
unusual but not exceptional, for at St. Giles,
Edinburgh, and at St. Michael's, Cupar, (No.
167) there were towers similarly placed.
The tower is in alignment with the west
gable of the church and there is no discontinuity in the ashlar masonry. It is divided
into three unequal stages by string-courses.
Externally it measures 29 by 22! feet. In all
there are seven floors, each of a single chamber.
The two lower floors are vaulted, and the
uppermost, which is at the level of the parapetwalk, is now a dovecot, while the floor immediately below it is the bell-chamber and has
a large pointed-arch window in each wall;
on the inner sides of two of these windows are
corbels to support the bell-carriages. As the
stair-a turnpike at the south-west angle-is
narrow, hatches have been formed in the vaults,
through which the bells were hoisted. The
parapet is borne on separate double-corbels.
The turnpike terminates in a cap-house from

130

DYSART.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

which there are .two exits to the walk, an
unusual provision but probably necessary here
on account of wind. The tower has been
thoroughly repaired and is in good order.
A porch is fitted in the external angle between
tower and aisle. This porch, apparently an
addition, is vaulted and is provided with a
stone bench on east and south. Above the
entrance arch is a late-Gothic niche, evidently
intended to contain a figure of the Virgin, since

[DYSART.

when a tomb was inserted within the eastern
end of the church, and of the east window
merely a portion of one jamb remains. The
nave arcade is peculiar in having circular piers
set between oblong piers with semicircular
responds. The arches are in two orders,
checked and chamfered. Some of the pier
capitals are moulded and others are bellshaped; the latter were intended to be carved.
The moulded capitals bear some resemblance
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FIG. 264.-St. Serf's Church, Dysart (No. 224).

the "pot of lilies" is represented on the corbelled base. Above the entrance to the church
is another niche, with an ogival head and a
corbelled base, the latter bearing a cherub's head.
Within the church on the east of the entrance
are the remains of a benatura.
The church has been I35t feet long. The
nave and chancel, without the aisles, were
20t feet wide.
The whole was covered
with a timber roof. In the west gable is
a door with a semicircular chamfered head,
and above this is the west window, lacking sill and tracery; the gable is crowstepped. The east gable was largely rebuilt

to the 13th-century capitals of the north transept
of CuIrass Abbey Church (No. ISO). The south
aisle wall is a patchwork, but traces still remain
of windows and doors and these are indicated
on the plan.
Near to and south of the old church once
stood the chapel of " St. Dennis," on which see
New Statistical Account, ix. p. 134.
Cf. also Eccles. Arch., iii, p. 437.
xxxvi N .W. 28 May 1925.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

V 225. Houses in Dysart.-This little seaport
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contains a number of houses of the late I6th and
the I7th century (Fig. 254). Pan tiled and haded,
colour-washed or painted, they give a distinctive note to the town. Many have been
altered and are now featureless, but others
retain something of their original character,
the following being of particular interest.
J (I) On the foreshore between St. Serf's
tower and the sea, is a very picturesque harled
tenement covered with a pan tiled roof (Fig.
254). It forms the front of a small court, the
rear of which is a structure of the warehouse
, type. The entrance to the court is boldly
moulded and bears on the lintel: MY HOIP IS
IN THE LORD I583. There has been an inner
court, probably a stable court, behind the warehouse, and the entrance to it is an ashlar
archway of I7th-century date . The front
portion is an unpretentious dwelling, two
storeys and a garret in height, but its crowstepped gables and heavy chimney-stalks, set
at either end and corbelled out on the seaward
wall, give it a character of its own. The skewputs are original and bear on north-east and
south-west a male head, with moustache and
beard, covered with a close bonnet and wearing
a ruff; on south-east a female head with ode,
wimple, and ruff. The rooms on the upper
floor have been panelled and lined with pine
in the I7th-century mode.
(2) A small L-planned house, IOO yards
~ast of St. Serf's Tower, has haded walls, slated
roof, and crow-stepped gables with some good
corbelling on the north gable beneath a stalk.
Above a door on that face there has been
inserted a panel containing a shield bearing
three fleurs-de-lis and the date I582.
.J (3) "The Towers," East Port, is a tall
haded house comprising a main block and wing,
the latter projecting eastward to the street and
containing the entrance. A panel above the
entrance is initialled, apparently, C.R and RL.
and dated I589 (Fig. 257).
(4) Above the entrance to a modern house
in Main Street is a pediment with side scrolls
inscribed, GIF . THANKIS. WNTO. THE. LORD. The
scrolls converge to a fleur-de-lis finial and
enclose a square-petalled flower above a
hammer, with tongs below; beneath the tongs
is a fleur-de-lis flanked by the initials I.W. and
I.K. above the date I585.
(5) TOLBOOTH.-Contemporary with the above is

[DYSART.

the t ower of the Tolbooth (Fig. 255) dating, as a
panel on the front testifies, from I576. The tower
is roughly square, with a stair-turret projecting
from the north-east angle and has a forestair
built against the south side . The forestair is an
addition and on the parapet is a panel with a
shield bearing a palm tree; below the shield is
the date I6I7. The upper part of the tower
has been reconstructed in the I8th century
and provided with an ashlar bell-chamber,
covered with an ogival roof in stone.
xxxvi N.W. 28 May I925 .

j

226. Dovecot, Dysart House.- Within the
policies of Dysart House, and built on a projecting portion of the cliffs about 500 yards
north-east of Ravenscraig Castle (No. 364), is a
circular rubble-built dovecot, which probably
dates from the late I6th century. It is about
20 feet high and I 9t feet in external diameter.
The entrance looks westward. There are three
unmoulded string-courses. The top, which is
flat and probably incomplete, contains a
circular aperture for the birds' entrance. The
nests are of stone and less than half of them
remain. The dovecot has been pointed externally but is ruinous within.
xxxvi N.W. 29 May I 925·
227. Dovecot.-Beside what was formedy
St. Serf's U.F. Church is a rectangular dovecot
I6 feet square, rubble-built and with crowstepped flanks. The roof, now ruinous, has
been slated. The nests are of stone. The
entrance is in front. At the back, where the
ground rises, is a string-course to prevent rats
from climbing the wall.
•
xxxvi N.W. (unnoted). 28 May I925 .

STANDING STONE.

J 228. Standing Stone, Near Bogleys.-This
standing stone is situated at an elevation of
about 250 feet above sea level, in a field on the
east side of the road from Kirkcaldy t o Leslie
and about! mile to the south-west of Bogleys
farm. It is a roughly rectangular block of
sandstone set up in a vertical position by b::ing
more or less packed round the base with small
stones, and having its broad faces, which
expand in width · from the base upwards,
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directed towards east and west. High up
in the north angle of the west face there is a
small cavity very suggestive of a cup mark,
but other markings lower down on the same
face and on the east face, are undoubtedly
weatherings. The stone measures 6 feet I inch
in height; 2 feet lIt inches in breadth at the
base of the west face, but expanding to 3 feet
6 inches at the top; 2 feet IO inches at the
base of the east face, increasing to 3 feet 5
inches at the top; I foot 8 inches across the
middle of the north side and I foot 6 inches
across the middle of the south side. The girth
at base is 8 feet 6 inches, at middle 9 feet 4
inches, and at top 10 feet 6 inches. The stone
is remarkable in having its broad end set uppermost.
xxxvi N.W. 12 May 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.

I 229·

Inscribed PaneL-Built high up in the
wall above the doorway of a dwelling-house in
Rosslyn Street, Galatown, is a small square
sunk panel bearing the date 1688 below initials
which are not now decipherable.
xxxvi N.W. 12 May 1925.

[ELIE.

North Berwick, but occasionally Dirleton. As
was often the case at important crossings, there
was an hospice with a chapel on either side.
For such remains at North Berwick, see
Inventory, East Lothian, p. 58. There was a
high road from Earlsferry to Cupar, which
passed between the "place" of Inglistarvit,
later known as Scotstarvit (No. 98), and its
barns, stables, &c. On this account Alexander
Inglis had a licence from James V to remove the
road to the east side of his house, making it as
wide as it had been before; and this permission
was renewed to Sir John Scot of Scotstarvit in
1621. 2 Mr. James Melville crossed" the Ferrie
of Northe Berwik" to "the Alie" (Elie) in
September 1586, when several travellers and
two horses had to use a "mikle coll-bott,"
badly equipped for the journey,3 which suggests
that the ferry was then not much in use. By
the end of the 17th century it was apparently
quite given up, the regular crossings having
been established farther up the Firth. 4
1 Bain's Calendar of Docts., iv (1303-4), p. 461.
2 Acts Parl. Scot ., iv, p. 679.
3 Autobiography
and Diary of Mr. James Melvill (Wodrow
Society), pp. 251-3. 4 Scot. Hist. Rev., ii, p. 29.
xxx N.W. 21 July 1927.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

ELIE.
V 23;: Kincraig.- The farm-house of Kincraig,
which stands on the bare north-west shoulder
of Kincraig hill, is a two-storeyed house
/ ";30 Chapel, Earlsferry.-At the point of the erected about 1680. 1 It is built of harled
pro ontory on the western side of Earlsferry rubble with rusticated quoins and a moulded
are the remains of a featureless oblong building, eaves-c'ourse. The window margins are backlying almost due east and west and measuring set. The plan shows a central oblong block,
externally 18 feet I I inches by 43 feet 2 inches. running north-west and south-east between
Only the eastern gable (2 feet 9 inches thick) return-wings or pavilions. A circled stairand the earlier end of the south wall (2 feet 4t- tower projects from the centre of the southern
inches thick) remain, the other walls being side. On the front is a pediment containing a
reduced to the foundations. There seems to coat of arms, probably for Gourlay of Kinhave been a small enclosure on the northern craig,2 whose arms were an eagle displayed,
side. A modern panel inset in the gable states with a demi-eagle for crest. The present
that the chapel was built by Macduff, Earl of entrance is at the side on the north-west. The
Fife, in 1093 and repaired in 1830.
doorway has a bolection-moulded surround,
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Earlsferry (Passagium up-curved at the lintel.
DOVECOT, KINCRAIG.-A late rectangular
Comitis)l, at the mouth of the Firth of Forth
was apparently instituted by an Earl of Fife, dovecot, measuring 22 feet 4 inches by 13 feet
as Queensferry in West Lothian was by Queen 2 inches, stands in the farm-steading of KinMargaret. Its port on the south shore was craig. The entrance faces south, and in the
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roof above it is a dormer with entrances for the
birds. The flanks are crow-stepped, and there
is one string-course.
1 East Neuk of Fife, Wood, p. 181. 2 Thomas
Gourlay of Kincraig is on record 1593-16II
(Laing Charters, p. 748). But the Gourlays have
been in Kincraig since the latter part of the
14th century at least. Cf. Introd., p. xlii.
xxix N.E. 13 April 1928.

.,......

J 232.

Elie House.-This mansion is mainly
rrlodern, but it evidently incorporates older
building, traceable only on the south side. The
masonry of the south wall is coursed rubble,
and certain of the windows in it appear to date
from the late 16th or early 17th century.
xxx N.W. 18 June 1928.

J 233·Castle
Ardross Castle.- The remains of Ardstand one mile eastward of Elie on
ross
the raised beach, which at this part is some
40 feet above the present shore. They consist
mainly of two very ruinous rectangular structures contiguous to each other. The northern
structure, which is the earlier of the two, has
been excavated, revealing the lower part of the
ground floor of a small tower of possibly the
15th century, which · measures 28i feet from
north to south by 36£ feet from ·east to west,
over walls 6 feet 3 inches to 6 feet 10 inches in
thickness. The entrance, which had a broad
splay on the jambs, is in the southern gable.
It forms a mural lobby with a mural staircase
on the western or left-hand side. The lowest
steps of the stair are straight, but the upper
part is a turnpike, possibly an insertion.
Proceeding northwards through the lobby, one
finds oneself in what has been a vaulted chamber,
measuring 161 by 23t feet, with a window looking eastward and only 5t inches in width. The
scontions of this window converge as they rise,
to suit a short lintel. There has been another
window in the northern gable at a higher level.
Each gable contains an aumbry. On the west
are the remains of a service-stair which presumably rose from ground-floor to Hall. A small
building with a heavy north wall has been
reared against the north gable. The second
structure, which measures 78 feet from north
to south by 19 feet from east to west within
walls about 6 feet in thickness, lies to the south

[ELIE.

of the tower and is attached to it by the remains
of a short wall. It has not been vaulted. There
appear to have been six openings towards the
sea, but it is no longer possible to say whether
they have been windows or doors. At the
south-east angle there may have been a circled
stair-tower.
DOVECOT. Beside the high road, 100 yards
north-west of the Castle, is a 17th-century dovecot oblong on plan, built of rubble, harled, and
measuring 13 feet 10 inches by 24t feet .
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1402 the king granted
to Thomas de Dischington the lands of the
barony of Ardross, which his father William de
This family
Dischington had resigned. 1
possessed Ardross for the next two hundred
years. But in 1607, Thomas Dischington sold
to William Scot of Elie and his heirs " the lands
and barony of Ardross with the fortalice and
manor-place."2 Towards the close of the 17th
century the lands were acquired by Sir William
Anstruther of that ilk.
1 R eg. Mag. Sig., s.a., p. 651.
2 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 1899.
xxx N.W. 21 July
1927.
,

J 234. Houses in South Street, Elie.- The threestoreyed harled house, Duddingston Hall, dates
from the late 17th century, and the house
adjoining it on the east probably from the 18th
century. On the opposite side of the street are
Nos. 2, 3, and 4 South Street, all two-storeyed
houses, probably dating from the 17th century.
Farther west on the same side of the street is the
"Castle," a large house of the same period.
xxx N.W. 3 April 1928.
235./ Architectural Details, Houses in Elie.e undernoted houses have been modernised,
but retain some old details.
(1) 26 SOUTH STREET, ELIE.-This house has
a Renaissance door-piece following the Doric
order. The frieze bears in monogram the initials
A.G. and C.S. with the date 1682 in Arabic
numerals, repeated as MDCLXXXII. The pediment contains a shield bearing: A chevron
between three roses slipped, for Gillespie. The
finial of the pediment is a hollowed dial.
(2) 25 HIGH STREET, ELIE.- Above the
entrance is a small pediment containing a
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Photo by B. C. Clayton.
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FALKLAND PALACE (No. 238).
To face p. 135.
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cherub's head in the upper part and, in the
lower, a globe, four stars, and a crescent moon.
(3) 21 HIGH STREET, ELIE.-The entrance is
a 17th-century door-piece with carved jambs
and frieze, the latter now very weatherworn.
xxx N.W. 21 July 1927.
MISCELLANEOUS.
236. Sepulchral Monuments, Elie Churchyard.
-Beside the entrance to the churchyard is the
monument of Alexander Gillespie, who died in
1635. In the pediment is a coat of arms. The
crest is an anchor, and the motto inscribed on
the label is, TV CERTA SALVTIS ANCHORA. The
shield bears ~ chevron wavy between three roses
slipped, for Gillespie of Newtoun (d. No. 235-1)
The motto is that of the Gillespies of Mountquhanie (No. 319), whose arms were an anchor
proper. South of the church lies a table-stone,
bearing the date 13 November 1641 and three
shields, only one of which is decipherable. It
shows a chevron between two mascles in chief
and a crescent in base (? for Mitchell). A particularly fine slab, commemorating Thomas
Turnbull of "Bogmil," is built into the east
wall of the church. A Renaissance vine-scroll
borders a central panel with scrolled sides,
containing in the upper part a cherub's head
and in the lower a shield parted per pale:
dexter, a bull's head erased, for Turnbull;
sim'ster, a chevron with a crescent in base,
apparently for Arnot. Flanking the shield are
the initials T.T. and I.A. The slab of Elizabeth
Turnbull, died 1650, which is built into the east
wall of the eastern vestibule, has a fluted border
enclosing a representation of a skeleton, surmounted by an hour-glass and winged at the
head, emerging from a coffin, on which is a
shield charged with a bull's head erased.
On the south side of the churchyard gate is
the recumbent slab of Jacob Rogers, who
" FINIIT "1650. A lozenge-shaped shield on the
upper surface, flanked by the initials I.I., bears:
A chief and a lion rampant, probably for Inglis.
xxx N.W. 21 July 1927.

[FALKLAND.

400 yards to the north-west of Ardross farmhouse, an earth-house was opened in or just
before the year 1878, when a report of the discovery was submitted to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland (Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vol.
xii (1871-8), pp. 626-7). The site was reexamined in 1905, and a full description, with
plan of the construction, was published in the
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vol. xl (1905-6), pp. 355-7.
The site is now covered over and no remains are
visible.
xxx N.W. 23 July 1925.
FALKLAND.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

, ~Falkland Palace.-The Palace of Falk-

r~Figs. 260, 266), stands within the little

burgh of Falkland, which lies in a sheltered
position beneath the northern flanks of the hill
known as the East Lomond. The lower slopes
are fringed by low-lying ground, formerly
swampy, but into this there protrudes a higher
tongue of land with a rocky base. At the farther
or northern end of the hillock so formed, foundations of an early castle still remain exposed
(Fig. 271) as the result of an excavation carried
out some thirty years ago. They evidently
represent what is referred to as the" Tower of
Falkland" in 1337, when it was "levelled to the
ground" by English invaders.1 It must have
been replaced before 1401, when the Duke of
Rothesay was confined in a "tower" here,2
but the existing remains are undoubtedly of
13th-century date. The foundations of the
13th-century structure include the base of a
circular well-tower to the east, ashlar-built and
having a triple chamfered ground-course. This
was connected by a stout curtain wall with a
second circular tower on the north, now very
fragmentary. In the latter is a mural flue,
while southward from the well-tower the curtain
is pierced by a sewer. At least as early as the
15th century there was a steading on the
southern part of the site.
By the forfeiture of the Earl of Atholl in
SITE.
1437 "the manor or castle" became the proj 237. Earth House, near Ardross.-In a field perty of the Crown and with the earldom of
known as East Cairn Park, on the summit of a Fife was conferred by James II in 1451 on his
ridge about 100 feet above sea-level and about queen, Mary of Gueldres,3 who nine years later
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upon repairs and additions, the "tower,"
however, being still an important feature. 4
About 1530 a new phase opened, when a great
quadrangular structure, of which the buildings
now standing formed a part, was begun on the
area hitherto occupied by the steading and its
adjuncts. The old castle was gradually abandoned as the new work neared completion, a
consummation reached in 1541. 5
An angled terrace in front of the 13th-century
towers gives the outline of a 17th-century
structure which has otherwise entirely disappeared. This was the building recorded by
Sibbald (1710): "T-here is hard by the palace
to the north, a fair large house built by David
Murray, Viscount Stormont, then Stewart of
Fife, the very spot where (some think) stood the
old castle." To it may have belonged certain
dormer pediments preserved in the south cellars.
Other foundations no longer visible are indicated
on Fig. 271 from a record plan of the excavations.
After the Union of the Crowns in 1603 the
palace went out of use as a royal residence, and
in time it became partly ruinous, since Slezer in
1685 shows most of the upper part of the east
range as unroofed and in decay. Of the north
" quarter" or range* nothing is left save the
foundations, although we know that in 1538 it
included the King's bed-chamber and closet, a
projecting room and a gallery. The west side
of the quadrangle was occupied by a wall,
against or close to which stood a building
referred to in old records as "the wester
lodging," which has been entirely removed.
To-day only the south range and the gatehouse
are complete. In 1840, however, these portions
underwent a restoration, of which no . record is
extant, while fifty years later there was .a
second restoration, which .a ppears to have been
even more extensive. The following account
of the buildings is necessarily subject to the
difficulties and limitations which these changes
involve. Such details as fireplaces, doors, and
other openings may therefore no-/; always be
original, even although so indicated on the
plans.
The entrance to the palace courtyard or
quadrangle is by a pend passing under a gate-

was building Ravenscraig (No. 364). As a
result, Falkland had its housing accommodation
much extended during the second half of the
15th century; there is a continuous expenditure .
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house between two towers at the west end of
the south front (Fig. I). The pend is furnished
with a stone seat on each side and has been
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accounts for the year 1537-8. On either side is
a porter's lodge. The one on the west communicated with the chamber in the adjoining
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closed with large double-doors at either end,
two at the outer, and one at the inner ; outlay
on the ironwork for these appears in the royal

t ower, apparently a prison having a "pit"
below; while the one on the east, in communica,
tion with the great turnpike"housed in the east
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tower, served as a lobby or vestibule to the
upper part of the gatehouse, which was an
independent unit, apparently the keeper's or
captain's quarters (cf. infra). Each of the
three storeys above the pend is subdivided by a
parpen wall into two large chambers, the
western one in each case communicating, like
the porter's lodge beneath, with a little angular
room in the adjoining tower, while the east
rooms communicate with the turnpike. The
Treasurer's Accounts for 1539-41 record payment to the master mason, John Brounhill, and
to Henry Bawte for completing the masonwork
of the upper part of the gatehouse (" the foir
entre and towre ") and its" rounds" or towers.
In 1537, when preparation was made for the
erection of the present south range, a gate-tower
and other buildings already stood upon the site,
and such parts of these as were suitable were
incorporated in the new work. While the
original building-line of the south front seems
to have been a continuation of the gatehouse
and of the south wall running thence eastward
to the south turnpike of the east quarter, the
new line was for some reason slightly advanced.
On the inner side, however, the fonner buildingline was maintained, and the present cellarage
and passage in the ground floor are earlier than
1537, although the northern wall itself was
refaced in that year. The western tower of the
existing gate may also incorporate building
older than 1537, since the account for 1539-41
specifically mentions the "new towre to the
capitanis sowtht est cungye (corner) of his foir
chalmer."
The south front as we see it now (Fig. 260)
is of ashlar and is an unusually fine and complete
piece of transitional work; Gothic verticality
and detail linger to harmonise with I<.enaissance
features in plan and design. The windows are
heavily splayed at jambs and lintel, and within
the parapet are dormers with pediments. The
length of the range, divided as it is by buttresses,
is balanced by the tenninal block of the gatehouse, which is unusually placed, its position
being controlled by the site which falls away
eastward. The buttresses bear niches carved
with emblems of the Passion and containing
images known to have been hewn by Peter
Flemishman in 1538. The towers flanking the
entrance rise three storeys to the parapet, above
which they take the form of smaller 'rounds'

[FALKLAND.

capped with conical slated roofs, tenned " prik
ruiffis" in the building account for the year
1539-41. The parapet is carried on an elaborate
continuous encorbellment, enriched with billetcorbels and a cable moulding, and returns on three
sides of the "quarter." Throughout its length
appear spouts, cannon-shaped or grotesque,
while a small grotesque figure is carved at the
mitre of the corbelling east of the turnpike.
The crow-steps of the main roof are gableted.
The south-east skew-put bears a weatherworn
shield, the blazon on which is indecipherable.
In the restoration of 1893-6 the gatehouse was
considerably altered in details.
The back of the south "quarter" (Fig. 261)
is interesting as having on each floor a gallery
or passage towards the courtyard. In this
respect it resembles the south range of Linlithgow Palace, but the Linlithgow galleries are
additions, while those at Falkland are original
and have been allowed for in the underbuilding.
The intention was to continue the gallery screen
across the back of the gatehouse, but only five
bays have been completed, and these are formed
by finely detailed Renaissance buttresses, inscribed variously ANNO 1539 I.R.S.D.G.-MARIA
R.D.G.-I.R.S.D.G.-MARIA R.D.G ., for Jacobus
Rex Scotorum Dei Gratia, and Mary of Guise, Regina Dei Gr.atia. In each bay are two sculptured
roundels containing busts (Figs. 276-81), probably portraits, carved in high relief in the Italian
manner, possibly by the same hand as executed
the two northern busts on the east quarter. The
galleries were fonnerly surmounted by a parapet
with statues set above each buttress. At the
south-east angle of the" close" is a turnpike,
ashlar-built like the gallery and relieved by two
string-courses, the upper one enriched with a
vine scroll represented as stretched by a human
ann.; the great newel is unusual in being hollowed, perhaps for a bell-rope.
The accommodation of this south side includes on the ground floor the six vaulted
cellars, which remained from the earlier structure, with their passage. The original entrance
to the latter, which still survives, was on the
west immediately behind the gate-tower. With
the building of the new range, however, the
ground-levels were altered, and a new entrance
was provided in the turnpike at the south-east
angle of the courtyard. At the same time a
heavy seating of masonry was formed within
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the western cellar to carry the eastern gable of
the new gatehouse. The upper floor is reached
from the quadrangle by the south-east turnpike
and also from a forestair near the gate tower,

[FALKLAND .

standing somewhere on the east quarter) with
its' screens' or vestibule at the west end and
a retiring-room to the east . The entrance is a
finely moulded doorway with Renaissance
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both accesses opening on the gallery as mentioned
above . Off this gallery is a series of habitable
rooms, the" laich chalmers," the most westerly
one being a kitchen to serve the tower.
On the floor above, opening off the upper
gallery or corridor, is the chapel (which replaced
an older chapel, 6 dedicated to St. Thomas,

detail, opening on a vestibule behind the
'screens,' from which there is also communication with the gatehouse. The' screens'
(Fig. 274), which are of oak and in excellent
preservation after judicious repair, are lowceiled to leave room for an organ loft. The
chapel proper is a st ately chamber, 65 by 24
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feet, lit from the south by four doublet-windows. ployed on structural work in the interior, and he
The ceiling is of oak, boarded and divided into may have been responsible for the alterations
compartments by moulded ribs, each compart- on the windows and for the addition of butment bearing in paint a cartouche scroll and tresses, although the latter suggest French
such devices as the thistle, fleur-de-lis slips, and design and workmanship. However this may
the Scottish and English crests with the crowned be, the quarter was virtually re built at that date.
initials of Charles I and Henrietta Maria (Fig. The buttresses, which are inscribed I.R.S.D.G.
268). Except for these devices the oak boards 1537 for] acobus Rex Scotorum Dei Gratia, are
are unpainted, save in the four central panels, shown on Fig. 261 with those of the south
which form a red, gold, and green background range, and it will be noticed that, while the
for an escutcheon fixed at the junction of the whole of the buttresses towards the quadrangle
central ribs and representing the Royal arms, have a general resemblance to one another,
as borne by Charles I, set within the Garter those on the front of the south range are
and surmounted by a crown. Other heraldic entirely different in type, being surmounted by
details on the ceiling are the crosses of Saint Gothic finials, whereas the others terminated in
Andrew and Saint George, the Tudor portcullis, statues, which were still in existence in 1723.
and the badge of Charles, Prince of Wales. On The upper windows of the east range have
the side walls is a timber frieze decorated with Tudor hood-moulds, quite unusual in Scotland,
panels containing thistle designs and mono- and the dormer windows above them have
grams, flanked by cartouches inscribed with transoms, while the jambs are back-set and
texts. On the end wall is a cartouche dated moulded. Inset in each bay (Fig. 267), above
1633, and beneath that level the wall is treated the upper windows, are two roundels carved
with structural objects in the Italian convention, with portrait busts, probably of native workin this case latticed windows represented in manship, except perhaps the two on the north
paint. In 1896 the chapel, which was first (see supra).
ceiled between 1539-41 and must therefore have
This east range was a three-storeyed block,
been re-ceiled in 1633, was carefully restored 187 feet long and 31 feet broad. On the north
where necessary, and from that time it has it abutted on earlier work, the southward
been used for worship. Against the inner wall extension of the older palace. On the outside
is an oak pew, modern but copied from a pew to the east lay the garden, considerably lower
in Scone Church, which incorporates two shafts than the courtyard, and on this side the" crossand pilasters with attached arcading from an house" projected with its turnpike, opening to
old pew at Falkland, the old work showing the garden and to a terrace. At a later date a
traces of gilding. Opposite, set between the one-storeyed extension, with latrine flues in its
two eastern windows, is a plain oak pulpit with outer walls, was run out from the main wall
sounding board, much restored, while the jamb . eastwards on both sides of the" cross-house."
of the east window next it is roughly inscribed The accommodation of the block comprised a
on the plaster with, apparently, MAR(IA) IEsv(s) vaulted cellarage, a first floor, containing three
? w. The inscription is protected by a glass large chambers en suite, and an upper floor,
plate. Behind the modern altar is a panelled the arrangement of .which cannot now be
screen of oak, considerably restored, which is determined. Communication between the floors
set forward sufficiently far from the parpen wall was maintained by a turnpike on the northto form a passage. Through this passage the west, which was entered from the courtyard.
eastern chamber of the floor, at present used as The upper part of this turnpike was rebuilt in
the sacristy, communicates with the chapel. 1537, and about 1840 a dovecot was formed in
Above the chapel is a loft in the roof timber.
the roof. Another turnpike, set in a tower at
In 1516 the eastern range, with an outward the south-west corner, gave access from the
projection called the "croce hous" (cross- first floor to the one above. Prior to the last
house) was recent enough to be known as the restorat~on, all that remained above ground was
" new work," but in 1537 it is referred to as the the wall on the side of the quadrangle and the
" old luging on the est quarter." In the latter two western turnpikes with the turnpike of the
year John Merlioun, master mason, was em- "cross-house ." The parpen and outer walls
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were, however, traced by excavation, and, from
the evidence of these remains, the range has
been rebuilt.
Such parts of the Palace as survive are care-

[FALKLAND.

temporary term, CAICHPULE or KACHEPEL, *
begun in I538 (Fig. 273). It is an oblong
enclosure with timber t. to-falls" or penthouses
on two sides which are of course reproductions.
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fully conserved by the proprietor. In addition
to the domestic s,tructures already described,
there is a stable-building standing in the low
ground to the north (Fig. 265), which is possibly
the new stable built in I53I-2. Attached to
this is an exceedingly interesting structure,
probably the only example of the kind in
Scotland, the tennis court or, to use the con-

There were similar courts at St. Andrews, Linlithgow, Edinburgh, and Stirling, all belonging
to the King. 7
1 Scotichronicon, lib. XIII, cap. xxxix. 2 Ibid
lib. XV, cap. xii. 3 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No.
462 . 4 Cf. Exchequer Rolls, vi, p. 565 and subsequent volumes passim. 5 Statements as to
* Dutch kaatsspel, game of tennis or tennis-court.

FALKLAND.]

work in 1531-2 and 1539-41 from MS. Accounts
of King's Master Masons in H.M. Register
House. 6 Cf. Exchequer Rolls, xiv, p. 175.
7 Reg. Mag. Sig., ii, No. 3394.
Cf. also Cast.
and Dam. Arch., i, p. 50I.
xix N.E. 12 October 1925.
..; ~ Seventeenth Century House, Falkland.InWe'village of Falkland, opposite the entrance
to the Palace, is a good three-storeyed house with
a front of ashlar. The window margins and the
eaves-course are moulded. The lintel of the
entrance is inscribed N.M. A.O. 1610. The first
two initials must be those of Nicoll Moncrief, as
an inscribed panel, on another part of the front,
bears: AL. PRAISE. TO . GOD. AND /THANKIS . TO .
THE. MOST/EXCELLENT. MONARCHE [OFJ/GREAT.
BRITANE. OF WH/OSE . PRINCELIE. LIBERA/LITIE.
THIS. IS . MY . POR/TIOVNE . DEO . LAVS / ESTO.
FIDVS / ADEST . MERCES / NICOLL . MONCREIF /
1610. (" Praise be to God. Be faithful.
Reward is at hand.")
Two pediments from this building are built
into a projecting wing at the back of the
adjoining property, which is at present used as
a tea-room. Both are inscribed N.M. A.O., and
one is dated 161I.
xix N.E. (unnoted). II May 1928.
.---

~o. Dovecot?, Newtown of Falkland.-At

Newtown of Falkland there is a fragment of a
small square building, which is locally said to
have been a dovecot.
xix N.E. (unnoted). II May 1928.

J (241. Dovecot, Drums Farm.- In front of the
farm house is a late 17th-century oblong dovecot.
xix N.E. (unnoted). 9 June 1927.
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS.
/
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242. Fort, " Maiden Castle," Bracks, Lomond
Hills.-A little over half a mile to the southwest of the Tyndall Bruce Monument, at an
elevation of 900 feet above sea-level, a grassy
hillock known as "Maiden Castle" (Fig. 12)
rises steeply from amidst the rougher ground
between two low spurs of the Lomond Hills.
The knoll is elliptical in outline, with the major
axis almost due east and west, and the some-

what flattened summit measures roughly 461
feet in length by II4 feet in greatest width.
Apart from a single earthen rampart with
a ditch on the inner side (Fig. 341), which
lies along the base of the hillock on the north
and south sides, it shows little evidence of
adaptation as a defensive site. There are,
however, some slight indications of terracing
about midway up the steeply sloping scarps at
the west-south-west and east-north-east. Even
so, the knoll, as a defensive site, could have

FIG. 284.-" Maiden Castle"

(No.

242).

derived little advantage from its position unless,
as seems probable. it was at one time mostly
surrounded by water or marshy ground. Towards the south-east the ditch shows a welldefined traverse 18 feet in breadth. Rampart
and ditch both die out to the west on either side
of an approach, which has an average width of
16 feet and which curves up the slope of the
knoll in a north-easterly direction. They are
broken again at the opposite end by an entrance
20 feet wide, opening from a natural ridge
which gives easy access from the east.
xix N.W. 12 June 1925.
~

Fort, Dunshelt Plantation.-This fort
above sea-level,
about 100 yards south-east of Dunshelt Tile
Works, and on low-lying ground which was
originally marshy but, at a later time, was
drained and planted. The trees were subsequently cleared away and, as the result of
such operations, the fort, which is circular on
plan, has been entirely destroyed on the
northern arc. When complete, it measured
315 feet in diameter over all from north-east
to south-west. It consists of a main enclosure
surrounded by four well-defined ramparts with
intervening ditches. The enceinte lies with its
243

at an elevation of 150 feet
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244. ort, The East Lomond.-This large and
i .
ar.t defensive work (Fig. 13) occupies an
unusually commanding position on the summit of
the East Lomond, which rises abruptly to a
height of 1471 feet above sea-level. In the con-

longer axis north-west and south-east and
measures 141 feet by 120 feet. Within ther~ is
a small enclosure of circular form, measunng
45 feet in diameter and surrounded by a low,
widely-spread ridge or bank without any ~reak.
This last feature is unusual, but occurs III one
other instance in the county of Fife (No. 106),
and it has been noted at Peace Knowe, West
Lothian (Cf. No. 357 in Inventory, Midlothian
and West Lothian).
The entrance to the fort is carried over the
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FIG. 285.- Fort, Dunshelt (No. 243).

ditches, on unexcavated ground, from the eastsouth-east and narrows gradually from 34 feet
wide at the outermost rampart to 18 feet wide
at the main enclosure. The two inner ditches
are narrow, being simply the hollows between
the three inner ramparts, which are concentric
and closely set. The outer ditch presents a
distinct contrast. It is flat-bottomed and has
an average width of over 30 feet, while its
appearance suggests that it was originally wet.
The ramparts, which vary in breadth at base
from 18 feet to 29 feet, have been constructed
entirely of earth, and rise to an average height
of about 4t feet. The outermost rampart has
been broken for a short distance on the eastnorth-east in a search for clay for tile-making.
xii S.E.

II

June 1925.
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FIG. 286.- Fort, East Lomond (No. 244).

struction of the fort the lines and character of
the defences have been skilfully adapted to
the natural configuration of the hill-top. The
summit enclosure, which is pear-shaped, lies
with its major axis north-w est and south-east.
It is relatively small for the amount and extent
of the surrounding defensive works, measuring
only 200 feet in length by about 100 feet. in
average width. It is surrounded by the remams
of a rickle-wall of loose stones and shows
evidence of much surface-disturbance, due, in
all likelihood to the construction of platforms
on which to build the bonfires that have been
frequently erected on the site in modern times.
On the north and north-east slopes, where
the hill falls away steeply and affords only a
precarious foothold, there is a combination of
ramparts and artificial t erraces with a strongly
defined traverse connecting two of these t erraces,
as appears on the plan. Two lines of terracing
well down the hill-side are not shown.
The purpose of so much defensive work on
this the strongest side of the hill is not easy to
understand, but it may be noted that the
traverse h as been constructed at a point where
the bare rocky ground begins to merge into the
grassy slopes.
Along the south and more accessible side of
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the hill the defences have been stronger and
rather more complicated. They comprise an
intricate series of rickIe-wall defences, a massive
rampart of earth and stone, and an outside
ditch. These wall defences are now so much
broken up and scattered that it is impossible to
exhibit them with clearness on the plan and
only the more definite features in relation to the
slopes have been depicted. The ditch and
rampart are features of much interest. 1 They
extend from the rocky face at the south-west
corner of the site to more than half-way along
the fortifications on the south side, but towards
the south-east they are broken by an entrance
gap, 49 feet in width. Thereafter the ditch
disappears and the rampart is much reduced.
The line of approach from the south-east can be
followed for a considerable distance and the
entrance to the fort has apparently been continued in a north-westerly direction through the
inner defences.
On the west side of the hill the steep rocky
face served as a sufficient protection, and there
are no artificial works.
Within the fort on the slopes of the hill
towards the south-west there is distinct evidence
from the occurrence of scoriae of the existence
of a bloomery in former times. The exact
position is indicated on the plan.
A spindle-whorl, two hollow glass beads, and
a mould for casting small ingots of metal were
picked up among the stony debris when the site
was inspected . The slab bearing an incised bull
(No . 248) was also found within the precincts
of the fort in 1905.
1 Cf. Stat. Ace., iv (1792), p. 440 and New Stat.
Ace., ix, p. 930.
xix N.E. 28 July 1925 and 4 May 1931.
MISCELLANEOUS.
~ Cup-and-Ring-marked Stone from Glasslie.-T is stone (Fig. 25) was found in Novembef 1890 built into the march dike of Glasslie
Farm on Falkland Hill and was removed for
better preservation to Falkland Palace. It is
of irregular form, measuring roughly 16 inches
in length, 10 inches in breadth, and about
6 inches in thickness, and it bears on one face
three cups and two cup-and-ring designs. The
latter have gutters leading to a wider channel.
xix N.W. I I June 1925.
xix N .E.

[FALKLAND.

46 Inscribed Stones, Falkland.-

I

(I) STAG INN.-A lintel above the doorway
carries, in a sunk panel, the initials I.L. and
E.F., a heart, and the date 1680.

(2) THE PALACE RESTAURANT.- A square
panel over the doorway is incised with the
letters I.L. and K.T. and the date 1696, flanking
a tradesman's mark under a label. The mark
incorporates a pair of scales with a leaf attached
to each pan.

J (3) HOUSE IN CROSSWYND.-A sunk panel in
a door lintel contains in relief the inscription,
16 G.B. M.H. 86.
(4) BLACKSMITH'S SHoP.- Above the entrance
a lintel, said to have been brought from Scone
Palace, bears the incised inscription R.T. E.M.,
a star, and the date 1672.
(5) THE BRUCE ARMs.-The following stones
are built into the modern front of the hotel:
(a) A pediment is inscribed: I(ACOBUS) R(EX)61
GOD. SAIF. YE. KIN /G. OF. GRIT. BRITAIN I FRANCE.
AND . IRLAND I OVR . SOVERAN . FOR . OF I HIS .
LIBERALITY . THIS. Ha l VS. DID . I. EDIFY. (b) A
panel encloses a shield suspended by a cord and
surmounted by the initials B.W., with the date
1607. The shield apparently bears: A demiotter issuing out of a bar wavy, on a chief a
crescent between two mullets. (c) A second
panel, built in beside (b), contains a label with
the inscription CONTENTMENT IS GREAT RICHES,
which encloses a shield, surmounted by the
initials M.S. and bearing either a stag tripping,
for Strachan, or a hart springing, for Strathallan.
xix N.E. (unnoted).

II

May 1928.

i!47.)

Trenches, Chancefield Wood.- These
trenc es, which are five-in number, are situated
ROADWAY

FIG. 287.-Trenches, Ch a n cefield Wood (No . 297).

between the 300 and 350 feet contours and
adjoin the south side of the roadway from
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Falkland to Chance field Kennels. They run for
a distance of approximately 240 yards, in a line
north-west and south-east, roughly parallel to
one another and varying in depth from about
10 to 15 feet. They are somewhat broken away
on the north-west and die out more or less
abruptly on the south-east. The crests of the
intervening ridges have a variation in width of
from 21 to 58 feet at their broad ends, and taper
gradually to lower and somewhat pointed
extremities, the broad and the narrow ends
alternating. The whole construction is of earth,
but the purpose for which it has been designed
cannot now be satisfactorily detenuined.
xix N.W. I I June I925.

I

248. Slab with Incised Bull from the East
Lomond.-This stone was discovered within
the south side of the fort on the summit of the
East Lomond (No. 244), and has been presented
by the finder to the National Museum of
Antiquities. It is an irregularly-shaped slab of
yellow sandstone, measuring at most I7 inches
by I2 inches and 3 inches thick, bearing
on the upper part the incised figure of a hull
walking. The action of the animal is spirited
and is naturalistically rendered. The sculpture
has been executed by pecking-in the outline of
the figure. It differs in detail from the wellknown examples from Burghead and Inverness.
Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vol. Ix (I925-6), pp.
32 -4.
xix N.E. I I June I925.
SITES.

The O.S. map records sites as under : 249. Chapel (supposed site of).
250. Lady Well (covered).
251. St. John's Well, near" Templelands."
These three are in the neighbourhood of the
Manse of Falkland.
252. Stone Cists Found, about half a mile
south of the East Lomond.
xix N.E.
253. Kilgour, Church and Burial Ground.

xix N.W.
IO

[FERRY PORT ON CRAIG.

FERRY PORT ON CRAIG.
SECULAR BUILDING.
~ 54. Dovecot, Scotscraig.-There is a large,
ana presumably late, oblong rubble-built dovecot beside the home farm.
i S.E. IO August I927.

MISCELLANEOUS.

~55: Gates and Sundial, Scotscraig.-About
200 yards west of Scotscraig Mains is a pair
of Renaissance gate-piers, with globular finials
and the date I620. Close at hand are the old
walled gardens, the entrance to which is a
Renaissance archway bearing a cartouche,
enclosed by the initials A.I.S. for James Sharp,
Archbishop of St. Andrews, and the date I667.
I t bears: A fess between two cross crosslets
fitchy in chief and a mullet in base, the Archbishop's arms. Within the gardens is a crossshaped dial on a chamfered base, the whole
about 6 feet high. It is known as" Archbishop
Sharp'S sundial," but the stone is surprisingly
fresh, and the dial may therefore be of considerably later date.
i S.E. IO August I927.
256. Armorial Stones, &c., Parish Church.-·A lintel bearing two coats of anus is built into
the west face of the tower of the modern parish
church. The dexter shield, accompanied by the
initials S.M.H. bears: Within a bordure (?) a
chevron, in chief a crescent between two mullets.
The sinister shield, flanked by the initials LB ..
bears: Within a double tressure, flory-counterflory, a lion rampant, for Buchanan. Two
annorial panels have been inserted in the wall
beneath the lintel. In the dexter panel, the
shield, flanked by the date I644, is parted per
pale: dexter, within a single tressure flory a lion
rampant, for Buchanan; sinister, a chevron, in
chief a crescent between two mullets. The
shield of the sinister panel, flanked by the date
I64-, is parted per pale: dexter, Quarterly, Ist
and 4th, a bend between two cross crosslets
fitchy, 2nd and 3rd, a billet? ; sinister, within
a single tressure flory a lion rampant, for
Buchanan.
Built into the north gable of the church is a
stone bearing the date I607.
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To the east of the church lies a worn recumbent tombstone of the 17th century bearing two
shields. The dexter shield, flanked by the
initials I.F., bears: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, and
2nd and 3rd, three mullets. The sinister shield,
flanked by the initials A.P., bears: Within a
bordure, three pelicans vulned, and in chief, a
bezant between two crescents, for Paterson .
i S.E. 10 August 1927.

[FLISK.

better preserved, analysis of their plan has been
made difficult by the demolition, towards the
end of the 16th century, of a large and elaborate
building, which formed part of them and
material from which has been used as packing
in later walls.
In the first stage, so far as can be ascertained,
the main enclosure was bounded by ranges of
building on at least three sides. The northern
range, fronting the water, was only two storeys
'V 257·
Kitchen Middens, Tents Moor.- The in height and, owing to the slope, even its upper
remains of numerous kitchen middens can be floor lay rather lower than the level of the ground
observed on the sandy area known as Tents behind. On the west was a second range,
Moor in the parishes of Ferry Port on Craig and whose height is uncertain, but which ran almost
Leuchars, and a large number of relics of the entire length of the present west wall. At
varying periods, have from time to time been its southern end it abutted on a third range,
found on th ese sites. Cf. P roc. Soc. Ant. Scot., two storeys high, which ran at right angles to it
xxxix (1904-5), pp. 345-349.
". in an easterly direction, but did not extend the
. NE
M
full width of the courtyard, leaving the enclosure
IV
. . 25
ay 1925.
' SI'de to be completed by a screen wall.
on t h IS
This screen wall-in which was the original
SITE.
entrance, a wide, arched gateway- was in
alignment with the inner wall of the range, the
-J r;sB; Castle, Tayport.-lt An old castle, in rooms
of which, therefore, projected southwards
wIllcn' there are several vaults quite entire."
beyond
it. The eastern side of the courtyard
Stat. Acct., viii, p. 467. The site, said to be
also
was
a screen wall. For the greater part of
nearly opposite the gas-works, is now below
th e latter ran parallel to the west
its
length
high-water mark.
range, trending westwards, however, as it
i S.E. (unnoted). 10 August 1927.
neared the north-eastern corner and so giving
the angle there the obliquity already referred to.
These early buildings may be dated to the 14th
century, but they underwent extensive alteraFLISK.
tion and repair. The north range was first
/
SECULAR BUILDING.
raised in height and then demolished, when its
__
inner wall became what it is now, one of the
~ 259. \Balmbreich Castle.- In a plantation on
outer walls of the castle. In the north-western
tile Seabraes, th e · steep southern shore of the angle of the enclosure are traces of an archway,
Firth of Tay, 21 miles north-east of Newburgh, built in two chamfered orders. This is usually
is the ruin of an ext ensive castle, now a mere described as the original entrance, but its
shell in a dangerous st ate of disrepair (Fig. 292). position and architectural features negative the
The site is level with the land behind it, but slopes suggestion. It was obviously the access to a
gradually downwards on the north, terminating chamber on the upper floor of the missing north
abruptly on th e raised beach in a cliff 20 feet range, and this must have been a room of some
above the water. It is defined on the east by dignity, to judge from the arch details. In the
the deeply worn course of a little burn, and there northern half of the west range two built-up
windows and a garderobe with a projecting flue
are traces of another burn on the western side.
The buildings form an enclosure, oblong in may also be regarded as original, while a builtshape, except at the north-east angle which is up archway lying behind a lat er projection for
oblique . As will be pointed out presently, a chimney in the southern part of the range is
some slight remains to the east seem to indi- probably of the same time.
cate an outer courtyard of relatively late date.
The south range contains more of the original
Although the structures within the enclosure are building. but in a greatly altered condition.
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The lower floor here was a cellarage. The upper
one was a chapel, and in its east gable are the
remains of a large Gothic window, which has
probably been of three lights with a traceried
head. In the south wall are the upper parts of
three sedilia (Fig. 291), s ~emingly of 14thcentury date, as well as the back of a piscina or
credence and the remains of two long Gothic
windows, the arch-heads of which appear to
have died out on the jambs in discontinuous
imposts. Towards the end of the 15th century
the chapel was transformed into a living-room
and covered with a pointed barrel-vault, the
floor level being lowered. The fact that the
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FIG. 2S9.-Chapel, Balmbreich Castle (259).

sedilia were concealed by the haunch of this
vault accounts for their preservation. An
aumbry in the south wall, with curvilinear
head (Fig. 291), is probably part of the chapel
furnishings, reinserted at a convenient height
above the new floor. At the same time the
upper part of the east gable was taken down
and replaced by a parapet borne on flatly
sectioned corbels, while what remained of the
window beneath was filled in and a chimney
built behind it.
At the beginning of the"· 16th century, by
which time the western range also had been
reconstructed. further changes took place. A
range was now added on the north side of the
courtyard, its outer wall being raised on what
was left of the inner wall of the original north
range, which, as already stated, had been
demolished some time before, while the fact
that there is a staircase of the 16th century
projecting from the east wall of the courtyard

[FLISK.

is sufficient to show that a range was built on
this side also.
Only a small part of the early 16th-century
work has survived the radical alteration and
extension carried out some seventy or eighty
years later. The old entrance on the south
was then closed, and a new one made on the
east, opening into a vaulted transe beneath
the range which now bounded the enclosure on
this side, incorporating the older screen wall.
The change just described was rend~red
necessary by the erection on the south of a new
building, at first only three storeys high, filling
up the awkward re-entrant angle between the
east end of the south range and the screen wall
which adjoined it. This new building had on
its outer side a cylindrical tower, provided with
tiers of gun-loops, masking its junction with
the old south range, and there were other gunloops, facing south and east, in its own walls. It
did not stop at the south-east corner, but was
continued eastwards beyond the limits of the
enclosure, at a height, however, of only two
storeys, apparently to form the southern
boundary of a new courtyard, the northern side
of which may possibly be represented by the
indefinite foundations north of the east stair.
The door leading from the west into the upper
of these two floors was permanently closed in
the 17th century, when a chimney was formed
behind it. It is possible that the whole of the
projecting portion of the new building then fell
out of use, for an attic storey was added to the
remainder. The four storeys, of which the
latter now consisted, communicated with the
rest of the castle as follows-the vaulted groundfloor with the cylindrical tower, the first floor
not only with this tower and with the old south
range but also with the east range, the second
floor both with the east range and with the
tower, and the attic with the east range only.
Between the last quarter of the 16th century
and the early part of the 17th century the
castle _buildings assumed their present form .
In the first place, part of the early 16th-century
masonry at the southern end of the west range
was taken down. The stones, with some still
older details, including parts of three stones
bearing consecration crosses which obviously
came from the chapel, were re-used in building a
new house against the west wall of the enclosure.
But the old house there was not entirely
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demolished, and, although its central part was
wholly rebuilt towards the courtyard, the leanto roof rested on the old outer wall, in which a
kitchen fireplace with an external projection
was formed. As now reconstructed, the range
had three storeys, the vaulted ground-floor
containing the kitchen and offices, but the
ends were carried higher. At the northern end
the wall towards the courtyard was left, but
new windows were formed in it, while two upper
storeys were added and a stair-tower was
erected in the old re-entrant angle formed by
the west and north ranges. The southern
end of the west range, on the other hand, was
entirely rebuilt as a structure of four storeys.
It included the main staircase, which projected into the courtyard to correspond with
the northern stair. In the south range which
now communicated with the main staircase, a
storey was added and the southern windows
were enlarged.
The masonry of the earlier periods includes
hoth ashlar and rubble, but in the work
of the last period polished ashlar is almost exclusively used. The design and construction of
the latest work is unusually good, and attention
may be drawn to the great arch carrying a cross
wall over the west range, a constructional device
used at a rather earlier date in Linlithgow
Palace.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-A charter of entail in
1390 confirms to Norman Leslie the lands of the
barony of "Balnebrech," which he already
possessed, the life-rent being reserved to his
father. l I Thereafter the property continues in
the line of the Leslies, Earls of Rothes. A
charter of 1517 to George, fourth Earl of Rothes,
specifies in the grant " the barony and castle of
Ballenbreich."2 It is said that about 1835 " an
iron plate, apparently part of the outer door
of the castle, was in existence, bearing the
initials and date A.E.R. 1572, which was
supposed to refer to Andrew, Earl of Rothes."3
The date would agree with that suggested for
certain parts cf the building, but a relic of this
character is unusual. In 1680 the seventh
Earl of Rothes was created Duke of Rothes,
"Marquess of Bambreich," &c., the latter
spelling representing the local pronunciation of
the name.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 808. 2 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 148. 3 Millar's Fife, Pictorial and His-
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torical, ii, p. 324. Cf. also Cast. and Dom. Arch.,
ii, p. 411.
vi N.E. 25 March 1930.
MISCELLANEOUS.
260. Tombstones, Flisk Church.-Within the
churchyard of the present church, lying near or
against the southern wall, are four 17th-century
tombstones. These are recumbent slabs, coped
and carved with the usual funeral emblems.
The only one which is inscribed reads: HERE.
LYES . THE . REVEREND . MR . IOHN . MAKGILL .
SON / TO . THE . LAIRD . OF . RANKILOVR . AND /
MINISTER . AT . FLISK . WHO. LABOVRED . IN /
THAT . CHARGE . 50 . YEARES . HE . DIED. IN .
THE.YEAR.I659·MARCH.22.0F.HIS.AGE·77·
The second stone bears a sword on one side
and has at the foot a shield charged with a
mullet between three cocks, for Cockburn of
Henderland ; beside the shield the initial C. can
be deciphered.
The third stone bears a shield parted per pale :
dexter, a chevron between three boars' heads
couped; sinister, a chevron between three
boars' heads erased; above the shield are the
initia1s RB.
The fourth stone is a recumbent slab, now in
two portions. It is very worn, but appears to
have a quartered shield at each corner and a
marginal inscription, which may possibly be of
the 16th century . .
iii S.W. 17 June 1925.

SITES.
261. Chapel, Flisk Wood.-At the southern
end of Flisk Wood, on a hillock beside a burn
100 yards north of the cottage on the outskirts.
are the foundations of a chapel, which has been
oblong on plan, measuring 461 by 191 feet over
walls 3 and 3! feet thick. The structure
apparently stood within a circular enclosure,
but is now little more than a site.
iii S.W. 17 June 1925.

./

Tumulus, near Balhelvie.-The tumulus
marked near Balhelvie on the O.S. map has
now been removed by cultivation. Not a
vestige remains to indicate its former position.
Sir Daniel Wilson records: "In 1855 a large
\ 262.
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clay urn was dug up on the farm of Belhelvie. complete to the wall-head but are so densely
It measured eighteen inches in greatest diameter covered with ivy th at no details are visible.
and when perfect must have stood nearly two The aisle and the east end have at one time been
feet high. "1 A stone cist was found in I892 fitted with galleries. The opening into the
a short distance to the north-east of the site former is a wide semi-circular arch with imposts,
probably dating from the late 16th or early
shown on the map.
17th century.
1 Prehistoric Annals of Scotland, i . p. 4I7.
Fig. 74.
TOMBSTONES.-(I) A stone lying half buried
iii S.W. 27 May I92S.
") '44-- within the chancel has, in the upper part, a
death's head within a roundel, and below a
. "
~63 Cairns, North of Green Craig.-About shield bearing: A fess between two mascles in
l~o c,,( ~
~200 1ards farther north than the site of No. J:45> chief and a trefoil slipped in base. 2
()oJ _ J .
in Creich Parish, and, says Small,l " on the other
(2) Outside of the church, on the south, is a
'-rO'lv:"
side of the old road from Dundee," a mound stone, measuring 6 feet I I inches by 3 feet 4
o.--..;..)y
~(V\.R .
known as "the Hundred Headed Know" inches, with a shield flanked by the initials
f
i~
SS-v)/s"sc
L
seems
to have marked the site of a prehistoric D.W. for David Wilson, surmounted by a
(
I
structure-possibly a cairn. "About a gunshot wreath and bearing: A saltire between three
west from this," Small continues, "there has cinquefoils and a boar's head erased in base.
lately been a large flat cairn or cemetery partly
(3) A third stone, measuring 3 feet 2 inches
opened, and several Roman urns found in it, by 6 feet S inches, lies to the east of (2) . It
two of which I saw; and though considerably bears the initials G.T. and E.S. flanking a shield
less than those in general found, ... and though parted per pale: dexter, a rose, on a chief three
of coarse manufacture and sculpture, being only hearts; sinister, a cinquefoil, on a chief three
done with the nail of the thumb, yet they are roses.
of the same materials with the other Roman
1 "The parish church of St. Philans or Forgun,
urns."
that was one of the kirks of the priory of St.
1 Interesting Roman Antiquities in Fife, pp.
Andrews."-Sibbald's History of F1Je (ed. 1803),
pp. 4I8-I<). 2 The stone is referred to in the
23S-6.
county list as that of Mrs. Catherine Trai 11 ,
iii S.\V. (unnoted).
IS78, but the Traill arms bear a chevron, &c.
iv N.E. 26 May I927.
Tl}e O.S. map records sites as under:
(204. Stone Cists and Urns Found A.D. I826,
soo yards south-south-east of East Flisk Farm.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
/
iii S.W.
Kirkton House.- This is a ruin standing
WI hin 90 yards of the old church of Forgan
265. Chapel, near Balmbreich Castle.
(No. 266). Nothing remains except the north
vi N.E.
wall with part of the return walls, all thickly
covered with ivy. The house, which dates from
the I6th century, has been three-storeyed and
FORGAN.
oblong on plan, lying east and west and having
a circular tower, containing chambers, proECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
jecting from the north-west angle; behind it
has been a courtyard, entered through a semi66. St. FiIIan'sl or Forgan Church.-The circular archway, which is still to be seen on the
ruins of this church lie within a graveyard two north. The entrance to the house is centred in
miles south-east of Newport. The building is the north wall. The only surviving features of
oblong, measuring internally 66 feet 8 inches interest are a few fireplace-surrounds-some
from east to west by I9 feet 4 inches, with an not earlier than the I8th century-and a gunaisle, I7 feet 8 inches by I6 feet 2 inches, loop set in the western re-entrant angle-beside
projecting on the north. The walls stand almost the tower. T.q.e lintel of the hall fireplace has

267.
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been removed and rebuilt into the gable of the
barn of the adjacent farm at Kirkton Barns.
It is 9 feet 5 inches in length and is moulded
with a filleted angle-roll. In the centre is a
panel containing a shield flanked by the initials
D.B., for David Balfour,l and C.C., for his wife
Catherine Crichton, with the date 1585. The
sl(lield is parted per pale: dexter, on a chevron an
ofter's head erased and in base a cinquefoil, for
Balfour; sinister, a lion rampant, for Crichton.
DOVECoT.-North of the house lies an oblong, rubble-built, single-chambered dovecot,
measuring 18 by 15 feet. The stone nests are
complete, but the roof is ruinous.
1 Laing Charters, No. 1278:
Charter by
David Balfour of Balledmouth, "dated at
Kirktoun, 20th May 1594."
iv N.E. 26 May 1927.
j (26'8) Morton.-At the eastern extremity of
the parish, on the fringe of Tents Moor and If
miles south of Tayport, stands a small oblong
house of two storeys with rubble walls, harled
( ) and whitewashed. The south-west skew-put
)
bears the initials P.H. and E.R. with two roses.
I)
1'\
The door lintel is inscribed I.H.I750, the date
being spaced out with a device shaped like a
yoke. Above the entrance is a 17th-century
panel, containing a shield parted per pale:
dexter, three escutcheons, for Hay; sinister, an
eagle displayed, for Ramsay. These coats
correspond with the initials borne on the skewput, and the dated entrance is therefore an
insertion. At the top of the panel is a label
inscribed, FEARE . GOD . AND. DOVT * . SHAME.
PEDIMENT.-Within 150 yards of the house
is an enclosure, originally a family burial-ground.
The entrance is surmounted by a triangular
pediment bearing in the upper part the initials
H.H. and the date 1648. The lower part is
bordered by funeral emblems, and in the middle
part are two shields. The dexter shield bears
the Hay arms and is flanked by the initials
H.H. The sinister shield, flanked by the
initials E.P., bears: Three pelicans vulned, on a
chief three roses, probably for a Paterson
family. Within the enclosure lies the I7thcentury tombstone of "Andro Hay," bearing
his initials and coat of arms.
iv N.E. 26 May 1927.

*

Put out or extinguish (=do-out).

[FORGAN.

DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.
Fort, North Corner of Links Wood, near
fort, commonly called the
"Danes' Camp," is situated within a wooded
area at the extreme west end of the parish, at an
elevation of 75-TOO feet above. sea-level, and
a distance of about half a mile to the south-east
of the farm of Flass. It is of oval form, with
its major axis lying north-west and south-east,
1

Q
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FIG. 29S.-Fort. Links Wood (No. 269).

and consists of a series of ramparts enclosing
a plateau, measuring roughly 300 by 120 feet.
The ramparts, which rise one above the other
at an average distance of 32 feet from crest to
crest, are constructed almost entirely of earth.
Although much broken down, they · are still
easily traceable except on the north side, where
they fade out suddenly on the steep slope of the
ridge. They vary in height, being highest at
the north-west corner. On the east and west
there are gaps for entrances, which measure
approximately 30 feet across at the outside, but
contract to about half that width as they pass
inwards.
iv N.W. 25 May 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.
~70. Tomb, Boulterhall.- In a field to the
south of Links Wood, and 600 yards north-east
of St. Fort Station, are the remains of a burial
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place, roughly enclosed by a dike. Above the
entrance to the tomb is a pediment, no longer
complete, but containing in the upper part a
shield bearing: On a chaplet five mullets
counterchanged, for Nairne. Flanking the
shield are the initials A.N., for Alexander
Nairne of Sandfuird,l and at the foot of the
pediment is the date 1647. A sententious
rhymed inscription on a panel-space within the
pediment is now too worn to be legible, but a
reading is given in Millar's Fife, Pictorial and
Historical, ii, p. 282.

Laing Charters, No. 1997.
iv N.W. 26 May 1927.
1

271. Inscription, Chapel House, Newport.- A
stone built into the wall of Chapel House is
inscribed:
A . COTTAGE. IS . MY / VVLGARE . NAME.
1. STAND. NOT. HERE. FOR. PRYDE/OR. FAME.
BOT. TO . INLODGE . A . VANDERING . GUEST.
DELYTES . ON . PRIVACE . TO . FEAST.
AND. WHO. SHAL . PLEAS. TO . ENTER / HERE .
MOST. TAKE. KYND . WELCOME. FOR. GOOD.
CHEER.

SITES.
Ii ~ Cairn, Northfield.-The site of this cairn v
occupies a conspicuous position on the crest of
the ridge to the south of Northfield farm. The
structure has been described as
composed
of earth, with a cairn of stones in the centre, in
the middle of which a stone coffin was got
containing a great quantity of bones. The coffin
was of large size, made of roughly polished
yellow sandstone." Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.,
vi (1865-6), Pt. ii, p. 392.
_ i S.W. (unnoted). 25 May 1925.
It

Ii 274) Urn-Field at Westwood.-About the end /
of ctober 1865 an urn-field with the urns
apparently set out regularly in the form of a
ring, was discovered at Westwood, near Newport, in the line of the road or carriage drive to
the house. The find was described in detail at
the time to the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland. See Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vi (1865-6),
Pt. ii, pp. 388-94, with . plan. A somewhat
similar setting is recorded from the parish of
Ceres (d. No. IIO) .
i S.W. (unnoted).

i S.W. 27 May 1927.
/

27-;: Armorial Panel and Vault, Newton Farm.
-This panel is built into the gable on the west
side of the cart-shed. It is divided into two
parts. In the upper is a shield, surmounted by
mantling and a helm with a demi-griffin
segreant for crest, all beneath a label with the
motto, GRIP FAST. The shield is supported by
griffins and bears: Quarterly, 1st and 4th,
three buckles on a bend, for Leslie; 2nd and
3rd, a lion rampant, for Abernethy-the whole
representing Leslie of that ilk. In the lower
portion of the panel is a shield supported by
t wodehouses'
and bearing: A chevron between three crescents, probably for Dury.
Below the shield is a very weatherworn label,
bearing what seem to be the initials D.L. and
V.D.
In another part of the steading stands a small
vaulted chamber measuring internally 9 feet
4 inches by 8 feet II inches, the only surviving
fragment of a small 17th-century house, which
has been L-shaped on plan.
iv N.W. 26 May 1927.

INVERKEITHING.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.
275. Parish Church, Inverkeithing.-In 1825
the parish church, dedicated to St. Peter, was
destroyed by fire, the only part that survived
entire being the west tower. When the church
was rebuilt on the foundations of the nave in
the following year, this tower was retained in
its original position (Fig. 299). The body of it
dates from the 14th century, though the parapet
is not earlier than the 16th. It is square on plan
and at each of the western angles has two
rectangularly disposed buttresses of two stages
with tabled tops. A fifth buttress covers the
junction of tower and church on the north,
while an oblique projection at the south-east
angle contains a wheel-stair. There are two
string-courses on the wall. The tower was
entered originally from the two pointed archways still to be seen inside the lowest storey.
The first of these, which is in the north wall, is
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complete but for its inner member, and gives
access to a modem session-house built against
the tower, while the second, which lies in the
south wall opposite, is filled in. The present
entrance is on the ground floor and like the spire
is modern. The two storeys immediately above
it are lit by lancets, some of which have been
restored, while the third storey, which is the
bell-chamber, has a two-light decorated window
with later transoms in each wall, but the
window facing east is now covered by the nave
roof. The parapet is low and is borne on
separate corbels, each of two members. The
masonry is rubble.
BELL.-In the bell-chamber hangs a bell
measuring 2 feet 4 inches in diameter and I foot
lot inches in height; the canons are complete.
A floral crestwork beneath the crown surmounts
the inscription: MICHAEL BVRGHERHVYS ME
FECIT ANNO 1641 SOLI DEO GLORIA.
FONT.-A fine font (Figs. 293-4) stands in the
church. It was found in two portions- the support within the churchyard, the bowl within the
tower. The bowl, which dates from the 16th century, is hexagonal on plan and measures 3 feet 7
inches in greatest breadth. On the six sides are six
panels each containing a shield held by an angel,
which bear arms thus: (I) A lion rampant within
a double tressure flory-counter-tlory, the Royal
arms. (2) The same as (I), impaling five bars
wavy, for Robert III and his wife Annabella
Drummond (d. No. 285). (3) A fess checky
(4)
between three crescents, for Stewart. l
Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three bay leaves, for
Foulis of Colinton (?), 2nd and 3rd, a saltire and
chief, wavy, for Bruce of Balcaskie (?).* (5) A
fess between three crescents, for Melville of
(6) An eagle displayed surGlenbervie. 2
mounted by a bend charged with three crescents,
for Ramsay of Denoune, Forfarshire. 3 The font
has a total height of 4 feet 2 inches. The support for the bowl dates from the late 14th
century ' and consists of clustered shafts with
fillets. The capitals, now much destroyed, have
been enriched with foliage, while the bases are
moulded.
TOMBsToNE.- In a burial enclosure, erected
on the foundation of the old choir at the east
end of the modern church, is a recumbent slab

* These are uncertain as no connection with the
burgh can be traced to either family.
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measuring 6 feet by 2 feet 7t inches. An
inscription running round the margin and
terminating in the upper part of the slab reads:
HIC IACET / IOHANNES HALIDA Y DE TVLLIBOLL /
ADVOCATVS / QVI SVMMO OMNIVM CVM MOERORE
/ OBlIT 19 SEPT / 1606 AETATIS / SVAE 57.
(" Here lies John Halliday of Tnllibole who, to
the great grief of all, died 19 Sept. 1606, aged
57 years.") In the middle of the slab, between
the initials I.H. and E.H., for John Halliday
and Elizabeth Hay, is a shield parted per pale:
dexter, a chevron between three cinquefoils,
sinister, three escutcheons. Beneath the shield
is the inscription: QVI IN CHR/ISTO MORIT /VR
MINIME MORITVR (" He does not die at all who
dies in Christ ").
1 Robert Stewart of Innermeath and his heirs
had in 1386 a grant of 20 merks sterling from
the great customs of Inverkeithing. Reg. Mag.
Sig., i, No. 773. 2 In the late 14th century
Melville held the Pittadro lands, part of the
local barony.
Information from Rev. W.
Stephen, B.D., Inllerkeithing. 3 The Ramsays
were burgesses of Inverkeithing. Ibid.
Cf. also Cast. and Dom. Arch., ii, p. 547.
xxxix S.W. 12 June 1928.
./

276. " The Palace" or Hospitium of the Grey
Friars.-This building (Figs. 298, 301), on the
east side of Queen Street has the appearance of
a late 17th-century tenement but, on examination, its walls were found to represent part of
the western range of the cloister buildings of the
Grey Friars and to date mainly from the 14th
century. The range had originally extended
farther to the south, while at the opposite end
it ran as far as the north gable of the house now
standing on the north of "the Palace." What
is left is three storeys in height and is L-shaped
on plan, with the wing projecting eastward in
alignment with the south gable. In the 17th
century the main block was remodelled, while
the western half of the wing from the first floor
upwards was entirely rebuilt. To snit the
rearrangement, two forestairs were added facing
the street, while a newel-stair was built at the
back within the re-entrant angle.
The newel-stair covers the inner end of a
vaulted transe passing through the ground
floor of the main block. Of the outer archwav
of the transe only the rear-arch remains, bu't
the inner archway, with its rear-arch, is com-
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plete. The wing contains two vaulted cellars,
both originally entered from the transe, but
now from outside. Each cellar has a hatch in
the ceiling. The east vault may be secondary.
Within the main block a long cellar, ceiled
with a lofty, pointed barrel-vault occupies the
space on the north side of the transe. It is
entered directly from the street through a
modern doorway. At the north-western corner

[INVERKEITHING.

level. On the other hand, the upper floors of
the wing, although partly rebuilt, have been
less complet ely altered. At first-floor level
the vaulted chamber at the east end is mainly
original, but th e windows are modern. It has
a built-up fireplace i.n the east gable, while the
north wall shows the top of the original door
below. Above this chamber is another, which
has been modernised.
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FIG. 296.- " The Palace" or "Hospitium", Inverkeithing (No. 27 6 ).

there seems to have been a small newel-stair.
The cellar has latterly been subdivided, and an
entresol floor, approached by a wooden staircase, has been inserted within the southern
division. Its north gable contains a wide, arched
fireplace with a cupboard on each side. The
windows and doors are comparatively modern.
The upper floors of th e main block have been
so extensively remodelled that the only feature
of special interest now tracea ble i.s a built-up
lancet window i.n the west wall at first-floor

On the east side of " the P alace" lay a court,
the size of which is indet erminate, since of the
buildings that enclosed it on the three other
sides there remain but three vaulted cellars to
the north, clearly part of the undercroft of a
north range . These apartments are mainly of
the I4th century, but have been to some ext ent
reconstruct ed, since th eir vaults are badly
adjust ed t o the back wall. The most east erly
of them seems to have had a st aircase passing
through the haunch of the -vault at the south-
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eastern corner and a flue at the corner diagonally opposite, while there is a similar flue
in the cellar adjoining'.
The ground plan shows the area mainly
occupied by the Friary, but there were
evidently other buildings in the orchard that
extended eastward to the shore. On the plan the
remains of the original structures are coloured
black, such parts as have been rebuilt being
indicated by hatching or stippling.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-This house can be determined to be that described in a charter of 1605
as "the hospitium of Inverkeithing with the
gardens ... which formerly belonged to the
Friars of the Order of St. Francis in Inverkeithing. "1 In 1384 the house of the Grey or
Minorite Friars in Inverkeithing was made free
of all secular burdens whatsoever. 2 The contributor to the Statistical Account (1793) 3 refers
to the fact that both Dominican* and Franciscan Friars had convents in the town, and
continues: "There is a house called the Inns,
which still has peculiar privileges and exemptions, not being within the jurisdiction of the
magistrates, and appears to have been one of
them, from its fonn, vaults, high garden walls,
and other buildings." In the article on the
parish in the New Statistical Account (1836) 4
it is stated that "An old tenement, named
, the Inns' is said to have been the residence of
Annabella Drummond, Queen of Robert III.
... The house is exempted from burghjmisdiction, though in the middle of the town."
Mr. W. Moir Bryce writes that" there is good
reason to believe that an ancient building known
as the Palace now stands on the old friary
demesne, if it does not enclose a part of its
buildings, because the boundaries of the area
occupied by the Palace, from the street on the
north to the foreshore on the south, correspond
in general terms to those contained in the old
title deeds of the Friary. 5 It is clear, however,
that in the "Palace" we have the actual
hospitium of the Grey Friars. Part of the
domestic buildings of the Black Friars at St.
Andrews was known, while it still existed, as
"the Palace." 6 A similar usage is noted in
connection with the Priory at Pittenweem
(No. 444). For other cases see Introd. p. lvii.
The name of " Inns " for an hospitium also has
II

* But the Dominicans or Black Friars had no house
in Inverkeithing.

[INVERKEITHING.

a parallel in St. Andrews (No. 458). From the
name of a late 17th··century proprietor the
present building was known as "Rotmell's
Inn." For the history of the ownership of the
house and lands after the Reformation reference
may be made to the History of Inverkeithing
and Rosyth by the Rev. Wm. Stephen, pp. 302-7.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a .. No. 1626.
2 Exch.
Rolls, iii, p. 127. 3 x, p. 5II note. 4 ix, p. 240.
5 The Scottish Grey Friars, i, pp. 248-9.
6 Hay
Fleming, Handbook to St. Andrews, p. 13. Cf.
also Introd., p. lvii.
xliii N.W. 16 October 1930.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
277. Rosyth Castle.-Until recent years this
castle stood on a small island, little more than
an outcrop of rock accessible at low tide, on
the foreshore of St. Margaret's Hope. The
reclamation of land in connection with the
Admiralty Dockyard, has, however, brought
the site well inland. The existing remains are
those of a rectangular enclosure of 16th- and
17th-century date abutting at the north-east
angle on a late 15th-century tower, which,
though slightly altered, is complete and in much
better condition than the rest of the buildings.
The tower had originally been attached to an
unusually lofty barmkin, 40 to 50 feet in height,
which was demolished, probably to gain light
and air, when the walls of the later enclosure
were erected with a series of lower structures
resting against their inner sides. The south
range is entirely destroyed, while the east and
west ranges are represented at their southern
ends merely by foundations, and are elsewhere
extremely ruinous. Of the north range, however, sufficient is left to indicate that it comprised a vaulted ground-floor and two upper
floors and was surmounted by a parapet-walk,
terminating at the north-west angle in a round
and at the eastern end against the tower. The.
enclosed area has measured 60 feet from north
to south by 72 feet from east to west.
The entrance (Fig. 303) is in the north range
and opened into a transe, which was in all
likelihood once vaulted. The gateway is set
forward and may be rather later than the walling
behind. In the angles of the projection are
gun-loops, while other gun-loops are set in the
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lower part of the outer wall of the enclosure.
Above the gate are two armorial panels. The
lower, enclosed by a plain moulded border. is
wholly illegible. The upper, more elaborately
framed, contains within a garland, flanked by
the initials M(ARIA) R(EGINA), each b~low a
crown, the Royal Arms of Scotland ensigned
with a crown, beside which is the date I56r.
Below the garland is a unicorn couchant. At
the level of the panels, beside the old tower,
are the remains of a turret-stair, which rose
from the" first to the upper floor, the former
being probably reached by a forestair within

[INVERKEITHING .

is returned round the building, except on the
gable and west wall of the wing. On the
walls there still remain traces of the original
barmkin. These are at a higher level on the
western face, where its parapet-walk communicated with the second floor of the tower,
than on the southern one where it simply
abutted on the wing.
The entrance is in the angle at the north-east
corner of the courtyard. The doorway has a
chamfered segmental head and is fitted for two
doors, both opening inwards into a small lobby.
On the right of the lobby is the staircase to the
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FIG. 297.-Rosyth Castle (No. 277).

the enclosure . In the I7th century a turnpike,
rising from the ground, was built against the
east gable of the south range, but only portions
of its foundations have survived. On the east
side of the entrance is a small chamber and
there are three chambers to the west, all mainly
of the I6th century, but a fourth chamber on
the western side of the courtyard is of 171hcentury date.
The old tower (Fig. 300), standing to a height
of 58 feet, measures 4I feet 6 inches by 48 feet
3 inches over walls which are IO feet thick,
while a small wing projects southwards from the
south-east angle to give additional room for a
spacious turnpike . The masonry is ashlar of
excellent quality, in contrast to the I6th-century
building, and has weathered well. The windows,
where unaltered, are narrow and are chamfered
at jamb and lintel. The parapet, which has a
slight overhang but no moulded corbel-course,

upper floors and immediately in front is the
main apartment of the ground floor, above
which there is an entresol. This apartment has
been ceiled in wood, as is shown by the corbels
for the joists on the side walls, and at first the
only light seems to have come from the door,
as the small window beside the door has been
inserted later. Clearly it must have been a
storeroom. The entresol, which was also used
as a storeroom, was reached originally by a
ladder, but latterly by a service-stair descending
from the hall above it. It is ceiled with a
segmental barrel-vault and is lit from each
gable.
The hall is entered from the main staircase,
and since the I7th century it has been a lofty
chamber with a barrel-vaulted ceiling. Previously there had been an entresol below the vault.
At that time the windows were small, as can be
seen from an example which remains in the
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north wall, though the seats in the embrasure 53) stands on the mainland north of the castle.
have been removed. Beside this window is a It is square on plan, measuring 20 feet externally,
wall press. The removal of the entre sol in the is built of rubble, and has gableted and crow17th century allowed of a tall window with stepped gables; the skew-puts are carved with
mullion and transoms being inserted in each human heads. The south gable has a tabled
gable to replace the original lights. The lower off-set, on the front of which is an empty panel
divisions of these windows were shuttered, the space. The entrance, which faces north, has a
upper ones glazed. On the outside face of the quirked edge-roll at the arris, and on the lintel
lowest transom on the west is the inscription, is a label bearing an inscription now wholly
I.S. M.N. 1635, for James Stewart of Rosyth illegible. The roof is a barrel-vault covered
and Margaret Napier, his wife. In the south with flagstones.
wall is the fireplace, which was enlarged in the
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1428 the King granted
17th century and has a locker in th,e west ja.mb. and confirmed to Sir David Stewart his barony
A mural chamber on ~he sa!lle slde pr~v1ded of Rosyth which Stewart had resigned along
the necessary connection w1th the sta1rcase.
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1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. lI5. 2 Prefatio,
filled in which communicated with the first
by Walter Goodall to edition . of 1759, p. iii.
floor of the 16th-century buildings.
The main stair formerly rose from the ground Cf. also Cast. and Dom. Arch., 1, p. 28 9.
to the top of the tower. On the way up, at
xliii N.W. 8 June 1928.
about the level of the higher of the two entresols,
278. Rosebery House, Inverkeithing.-This
there is a garderobe in the east gable, provided
with a seat and a basin with outlet. Beyond house of three storeys and a garret is a much
the first floor the steps have disappeared, and altered dwelling of the 16th century. It seems
the ascent has to be continued by a ladder. On originally to have consisted of an oblong main
the second floor is a solar lit from north, south block, facing the street, with a pend that gave
and east, the eastern window having a three- access to a courtyard behind. In the 17th
sided rear-arch. The solar is entered through a century the house was partly rebuilt, while
window embrasure, in the breast of which is a between 1705, when it was purchased by the
fitted basin. At the north-west angle of the Earl of Rosebery, and 17lI a wing, described
room, near the fireplace, is a vaulted mural in the latter year as "the new jamm," was
chamber, which once gave access to the parapet- added at the back. Further alteratio'ns were
walk of the original barmkin. In the north-east made in the 18th century. The roof is unusual,
angle is a garderobe. In the south wall is being of a lean-to type, whence the old name of the
another mural chamber which was entered house was the" Toofall" (sic) . Both main block
from the staircase, but did not communicate an<j. wing are vaulted on the ground floor. The
with the main apartment. The ceiling of the first floor of the former has a large kitchensolar has been of timber, and the side walls bear fireplace at the north-west angle and a mural
a heavy continuous corbel-course of a type chamber at the south-east angle. A ruinous
which has not been noticed in previous Inven- garden-house at the end of the garden bears on
tories, although a similar construction is found the lintel of the entrance 17 J.D.B.F.17., for
in the Palace at Dunfermline (p. 120). Above John Dundas and Beatrice Ferguson, his wife.
lay a garret, evidently a habitable room when The Earl of Rosebery, whose name is attached
entire, though now roofless. The parapet-walks to the house, disponed it to Dundas in 1711.1
In the courtyard is a draw-well.
have the unusual widtl~ of 7 feet.
1 History of Inverkeithing and Rosyth, by
DOVECOT.-A fine 16th-century dovecot (Fig.
157
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Rev. William Stephen, pp. 28-9, citing" Writs
of Rosebery House."
xxxix S.W. 12 June 1928.
279. House of the Holbournes of Menstrie,
Inverkeithing.-On the south side of the tower
of the parish church is a much-altered house
(Fig. 2.99), which once belonged to the Holbourne~ of Menstrie (No. 602).
The present
forestaIr probably occupies the place of an
earlier one, and such ancient features of the
building as can be ascertained suggest a I7thcentury date.
xxxix S.W. 12 June 1928.
280. Fordell's Lodging, Inve~keithing.-This
tenement, No. 18 Church Street (Fig. 30S),
stand~ on the wes.t side of the street immediately
OpposIte the pansh church and is used as the
church hall, for which purpose it has recently
been remodelled internally. It dates from the
17th <;:entury, having been built as a town house
by Sir John Henderson of Fordell l (No. 182)
between 1666, when he acquired the pre-existing
property, and .1671 when the building is first
desIgnated by ItS present name. 2 On plan it is
L-shaped, the wing lying at the back in alignment with the south gable. From the northeast angle o~ t~e m~in block a two-storeyed
turret, termmatmg m a conical slated roof
projects on a corbel of five moulded members:
The hous~ is ~hree stor~ys in height, the upper
storey bemg ht by semI-dormers. It is entered
a~ first-floor level through the wing.
The
wmdows of the first floor have back-set margins,
and those of the basement have chamfered
margins. A moulded plaster panel representing
the Arms of Charles II has been removed from
above a fireplace on the first floor and inserted
for preservation in the inner face of the north
wall. The masonry is of rubble, prepared for
harling; the dressings were intended to be
exposed.
1 Reg: lv!ag. Sig., 1664, No. 62I.
2 Stephen's
Inverke~thmg and Rosyth, pp. 31-2, citing
" Burgh Records," etc.
xxxix S.W. 16 October 1930.
281. Houses in Inverkeithing. (I) The tenement at the north end of High Street on the
east side, though considerably altered, dates

[INVERKEITHING.

from the late 17th century. The windows
have back-set and moulded margins, and
the entrance is a moulded doorway with an
entablature, bearing on the frieze the date 1688
and the inscription: GODS PROVIDENCE IS MY
INHERITANCE. On the keystone of the door are
the initials I.B. for Isobel Bairdie, who erected
the tenement,l and above the cornice is an oval
garland enclosing an uncarved shield.
(2) The large three-storeyed tenement, Nos.
39-40 High Street, dates from the same period.
The only notable features it possesses are the
heavy chimney-stalks set in each gable and 011
the internal walls.
(3) No. S4 High Street is a three-storeyed
house built of harled rubble. The windows
have back-set margins, and the lintel of the
northern window on the first floor is dated 1682.
On the lintel of an outhouse are the letters,
equally spaced, TV IDE M·I 0·, probably
four pairs of initials.
(4) On the lintel of a garden gate at 79 High
Street are the initials W.B., I.B. and the date
1618.
(S) No. 87 High Street is rather earlier than
any of the foregoing and dates possibly from
the late 16th century. It is a house of three
storeys. The basement is entered from an
archway set at the north end, while the first
floor is entered from a forestair at the other end.
(6) No. 97 High Street is modernised, but the
forestair in front is of late 17th-century type. In
the back of the tenement are two inserted
pediments, one of which has the date 1679 and
the initials R.F., B.D. for Robert Ferguson, a
bailie, and his wife Beatrice Douglas. 2
(7) NO·4 Bank Street, which is opposite the
cross, consisted originally of a two-storeyed
oblong main block with a stair-wing at the southwest end, these parts forming the back and one
end of a two-storeyed lean-to, to which a third
storey has been added. The entrance is at the
stair-foot through a moulded doorway with a
pediment (Fig. 304), enriched with scrolls and
thistle-shaped finials, which contains a shield,
uncarved, surmounted by a merchant's mark
and flanked by the initials I.T. and B.T.,
possibly for John Thomson, a burgess of Inverkeithing, and his wife Bessie Thomsoun. 3 Below
the shield is the quotation: EXCEPT . THE/
LORD. BVLD (sic) . THE. HOVS . THEY / LABOVR .
IN. VAINE . THAT. BVILD/ IT. The reference has
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been erased and also part of the date, which was
apparently [I6JI7. Above the central window
of the main block is a panel inscribed: CAIR.
BOT . CAIR . NOT. IN I ORDINARUE* . FOR. AL .
VL (sic) .1 AS . VTHERIS . AND. VTHI ERIS . VIL .
BE . ETC (sic).
(8) There are several featureless houses of the
late 17th century in King Street, while from
another. recently demolished, a panel inscribed:
THE LOhD IS I ONLY MY DEL /IVERER BuisT BE
YE LORD, has been removed and rebuilt for
preservation into the front of the house which
now occupies the site.
1 Stephen's Inverkeithing and Rosyth, p. 38.
2 Ibid., p. 43.
3 History of Inverkeithing and
Rosyth, by Rev. William Stephen, p. 30.
xxxix S.W. and xliii N.W. 12 June 1928.
282. Dovecots, Inverkeithing.- In the burgh
there are three rectangular dovecots dating
from the late 17th century. Two stand in the
gardens between the houses and the railway,
while the third lies to the north-east in what was
formerly the orchard of Rosebery House (No.
27 8).
xxxix S.W. and xliii N.W. (unnoted). 12 June
1928 .
283. Dovecot, Fordell.-A dovecot, measuring
externally 1St feet long by I3! feet wide, stands
in the west side of Crowhill Plantation about
200 yards west of Fordell Castle. It is built of
rubble with dressed quoins, has crow-stepped
flanks finished with ball finials, a slated roof
with moulded eaves-course to the south, and
on the flanks a stepped string-course. The
entrance, which faces south, has rybats backset and chamfered, while above it, as also in
each side wall, there is a circular opening. The
dovecot probably dates from the late 17th or
early 18th century.
xxxix (unnoted). 23 October 1930.

MISCELLANEOUS.
284. Burgh Arms, Town Hall.-The Town
Hall dates from 1770, but the Renaissance belltower at the western end, containing in its

* "Beyond ordinary" or excessively, as in the
adjective" inordinary." .
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pediment a representation of the burgh arms,
dates from the 17th century. On the dexter
side of the armorial panel is St. Peter, wearing
a tiara and bearing a key in one hand and a
church in the other, while the sinister side shows
a ship with sails furled.
xxxix S.W. 12 June 1928.
285. Market Cross, Inverkeithing.-The market cross (Fig. 306), dating from the 16th century, stands in Townhall Street. It was moved
from the north end of the High Street to this position in 1799. 1 The shaft is octagonal in section
and rises from a graduated base. The capital is
moulded and is enriched with roses. On the
sides are four shields bearing arms as under
(d. also No. 27S): (I) and (2) A lion rampant
within a tressure flory-counter-flory, the Royal
arms; (3) A heart, on a chief three stars, for
Douglas; (4) Parted per pale: dexter, the
Royal arms; sinister, five bars wavy, apparently
for Robert III and his queen Annabella Drummond. Above the capital is a cubical sundial,
on which sits a unicorn supporting a shield
bearing a saltire. The unicorn was placed on the
cross in 1688, and the sundial is of the same time.
HISTORICAL N OTE.-The special connection
of Robert III and Annabella Drummond with
Inverkeithing (d. No. 275), has not been
satisfactorily explained. A charter of 6 January
1399 in possession of the burgh2 provides for the
payment to that queen of an annual revenue of
100 shillings due to the Crown, but she had
revenues also from many other burghs. Their
eldest son, David, Duke of Rothesay, married
in 1400 a daughter of the third Earl of Douglas.
1 Stephen's Inverkeithing and Rosyth, pp. 23-4.
2 Ibid., p. 33 8.
xxxix S.W. (unnoted). 12 June 1928.
286. Dormer Pediments, &c., Inverkeithing.Two 17th-century dormer pediments are inserted in the schoolhouse in Church Street.
On one is St. Peter holding a key in one hand
and a church in the other, while the second
pediment bears a ship. On the front of the
adjoining property, No. 28 Church Street, is
inserted a carved panel, representing a ship, in
which is a figure of St. Peter bearing the
crossed keys.
xxxix S.W. 12 June 1928.
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287. Upright Cross-slab.-" In the north part
of the parish," says the New Statistical Account, 1
" there is a stone 10 feet high, 2t broad, and I
thick, with rude figures of men and horses cut
upon it, but now much defaced." The stone,
which seems to have been lost, has been
described and illustrated in Stuart's Sculptured
Stones of Scotland, vol. i, pI. 13I.
1 Vol. ix (1836), p. 239.

MISCELLANEOUS.

29I. Effigy, Kemback House.- In a wood,
fa e y a graveyard, 2S0 yards to the northwest of the house is a weatherworn effigy of a
female figure dating from the ISth century;
it measures S feet lot inches in length and is
fractured at the neck and waist. The head
rests on a pillow, and the hands are clasped on
the breast.

viii S.W.

SITE.

The O.S. map records a site as under : 288. East Port.
xxxix S.W.

[KENNOWAY.

2 June 1927.

292. Short-Cist Burials, Rumgally, Kemback.-Two interesting short-cist burials were
recently discovered near Rumgally, Kemback.
One grave contained human remains, a foodvessel urn, and a flint scraper, while the other
contained a flint knife but no human remains.
The relics are now in the National Museum.
Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxvi (1931-2) pp.67-8.

KEMBACK.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

~~ Church, Ruins of.-The ruins of the postRe ormation church stand within the graveyard 200 yards south-west of the modern church.
The walls are fairly complete, but are densely
covered with ivy. On plan the building has been
oblong, me-asuring internally 4S feet S inches by
IS feet 7 inches, but there may have been a
cross-aisle on the north. The entrance, a
lintelled doorway at the west end of the south
wall, is dated IS82, but a second doorway was
inserted farther eastward in 1760. There are
three windows in the south wall and a transomed window in the west gable. Another
transomed window in the east gable has been
built up.
viii S.W. 2 June 1927.
SECULAR BUILDING.

290. Dovecot, Pitscottie.- A ruinous twochambered dovecot stands in a park less than
half a mile north-east of the hamlet of Pitscottie.
It is built of rubble and is rectangular on plan,
measuring 29 by IS feet over all. On the lintel
above the entrance to one , chamber are the
initials W.H., while the lintel of the other
entrance is dated 1749, evidently the date of
Erection.
xiv N.W. (unnoted). 9 May 1928.

~W.

ca- SW ~

(unnoted).

KENNOWAY.
SECULAR BUILDING.

293. Seventeenth-century House, Kennoway.
-Beside the cemetery at the top of the old
village street is a two-storeyed house of probably the last quarter of the 17th century.
It is oblong on plan but has a straight staircase in a projection from the southern side.
The masonry is of haded rubble, the gables are
crow-stepped, and the chimney-stacks have
dressed margins and haded panels. The lower
storey is partly derelict, but the upper floor
is still inhabited, a.nd there the staircase emerges
in a passage giving access to a chamber at each
end and to a small intermediate room. The
walls of the three chambers have been panelled
in pine, but in none of them is the panelling
complete.
The fireplaces are elaborately
moulded. The western chamber has a coved
ceiling with a guilloche enrichment round the
margin and a central roundel with a floral
enrichment.

160

xx S.E. 23 April 1931.·

KETTLE.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.
MISCELLANEOUS.

294. Bell.- The old bell of the Parish Church
is now at Borthwick Hall, Midlothian. It has
a diameter of I foot It inches at skirt and a
height of lol inches up to the crown. Between
two lines of crest-work is the inscription: FOR
THE KIRK OF KENNOQUHIE 1653 I.M., the
initials probably representing James Monteith,
the Edinburgh founder, who in 1642 cast the
bell now in St. Andrew's Church, North
Berwick. 1 On the skirt are three fillets, and
there are other fillets on the crown. The
canon and stock are complete.
" Kennoquhy " or " Kennochie " was the old
name of the parish.-Laing Charters, No. 809,
etc.
1 Inventory, East Lothian, No. II7.
SITE.
295. Chapel, Chapel Brae,
House.
xx S.E. 12 August 1927.

near

Kilmux

KETTLE.
SECULAR BUILDINGS

J

( 29
Lathrisk House. - This mansion, I!
rrlii:lnorth-east of Falkland, has been greatly
modernised, the only features of interest left
being two parallel vaulted chambers on the
ground floor. Sibbald in 1710 referred to it
as " the seat of Mr. Patrick Seaton, a cadet of
the Earls of Winton: a predecessor of his got
these lands by marrying the heiress, of the same
name with the lands-Lathrisk."l
1 History of Fife and Kinross (ed. 1803),

P·3 8S·
xii S.E.

II

May 1928.

297. The Vault, Downfield.-This building,
m ch overgrown with grass and badly mutilated,
stands in the field adjoining Downfield Farm
on the north-east. It consists of a single
chamber, measuring 33t feet in length by 1St
feet in breadth within walls of rough rubble
from 3! to 4 feet in thickness. The entrance,
whichh as been in the middle of the south wall,
II

[KETTLE.

is broken down, but the vaulted ceiling is still
intact. Four window slits, measuring from
4 to 6 inches outside and splayed internally,
serve for light, one on either side of the doorway
and one in each gable. The vault is of uncertain
antiquity but may be of 17th-century date.
xx N.E. 12 August 1927.
298. House, East Forthar.-Beside the farm
cottages of East F orthar farm are the remains
of a house of indeterminate date. It has been
at least two storeys in height. On plan it has
originally been oblong, measuring 22 feet
from north to south by 44 feet 2 inches from
east to west over walls 2 feet 2 inches thick.
An extension has been added at the south-east
angle.
xx N.W. II May 1928.
299. Dovecot, East Forthar.-The shell of a
dovecot, probably dating from the 18th
century, stands beside the farm-steading. It is
rectangular on plan, measuring I2t feet by I9!
feet.
xx N.W. (unnoted). I I May 1928.
~ Dovecot, Lathrisk Home Farm.-A late
I th-century dovecot of haded rubble stands
near the home farm. It is oblong on plan,
measuring 18 by 24 feet externally. Above
the entrance is an empty panel-space.
xix N.E. (unnoted). I I May 1928.
301. Dovecot, Orkie.-The dovecot at Orkie
farm has been reduced in height and turned into
a hen-house. It is rectangular on plan, measuring I9i feet by 13 feet.
xx N.W. (unnoted). I I May 1928.

DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS.

~ Fort, Bowden Hil1.-Cultivation has
entirely obliterated all traces of any defensive
work on the crest of this hill, which rises
abruptly from the roadway on the west, and
slopes away in a gradual descent towards the
east and to the farm of Fronthill at the southeast. Only the steeply rising slope shows
slight evidence of having been al tificially
strengthened by a rather indefinite circumvallation or terrace, which extends round the
161
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the plan (Fig. 302). Cutting the slopes in front
of the entrance a well~de fine d ditch swings
round the site in the form of a crescent. It is
best preserved at its southern extremity but
averages about 3 feet in depth. Midway in its
length a natural bastion in front of the entrance
has in turn been additionally defended at a
still lower level by a similar combination of
rampart and ditch, the latter being cut at one
place by a narrow traverse. Where ramparts
have been thrown up, they appear to have been
constructed of earth and stone, and they have a
spread of from 12 to 15 feet. A flat area,
which adjoins the fort on the south, is separated
from the adjacent cultivated lands by a
sharply rising rocky bank, which appears
to be natural.
xx N .E. 8 June 1925 .

spur of the hill for somewhere between two
and three hundred yards. The site commands
an extensive view of the strath of the Eden.
xx N.W 8 June 1925.
303 Fort, Down Law.-This fort lies about
h :.;( mile to the east of the construction on
Bowden Hill (No. 302), and about 350 yards
south of the farm of Downfield. Occupying
an elevat ed plateau on the crest of the highest
hill in the parish (793 feet), it commands a
view of an extensive stretch of country. The
fort, which is heater-shaped on plan, lies with
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FIG . 302.- F ort. Down L aw (No . 303).

its main axis east and west with the broad end
towards the west, the over-all dimensions
being approximately 400 by ZI6 feet. Approach
is not easy from any direction, but it is rather
remarkable that along the north side, where the
gradient is easiest, no artificial strengthening
can now be det ected. Stockading may have
been resorted to as the sole artificial defence
on this side, but the possibility of other elements
of a protective character having been destroyed
by cultivation must not be overlooked. The
defences which survive are a combination of
rampart and ditch, confined entirely to the
lower levels at the south-west corner, but only
in parts are they clearly defined. They were
evidently so placed to provide protection for an
entrance to the main enclosure, but the exact
line of approach is uncertain, the entrance itself
having been, to some extent, obscured by a
secondary excavation which lies across its inner
extremity.
The arrangen~ent and character of these
defences can best be followed by reference to

[KETTLE.

MISCELLANEOUS.
304. Tombstone, Kettle Churchyard.-A fine .
recumbent slab commemorating Walter Heriot
of Ramornie was unearthed about t en years
ago. I t shows in the centre a shield flanked by
the initials G.H., for Gualter H eriot, and E .S,
for Elizabeth Scott his wife, and bearing two
impaled coats: dexter, a bird on top of a tree
(? much worn; not known as a H eriot charge) ;
sinister, three lions' heads erased, contourny,
for Scott of Balwearie.
The margin and the spaces above and
below the shield are occupied by the inscription: NOBILl HEROI REL / IGIONI[S MAEJCENATI
GVALTERO HE /RRET DOMINO / QVONDAM DE
RAMORNIE VITA EXC / /EDENTI ANNO lE /TATIS
SVlE 68 AP jRILIS 6 HOC MO/NVMENTVM S(T)R /VCT
[VM EST 158]9 /[HIC] SITVS EST /HEROS INS(I)GN(IS)
/RELlGIONIS / MlECENAS/ PATRIlE KAI BA jl:IAEI
PYLADES: "This monument was erected to an
illustrious and distinguish ed man, a generous
friend of religion, Walter H eriot late laird of
Ramornie, who departed this life in the 68th
year of his age 6 April 1589. Here lies a
distinguished man, a generous friend of religion,
devotedly attached to country and King. "
",.-

I

SITES.

( 305. 'Church, Site of.- Marked in the lmmediate vicinity of Lathrisk H ouse on the
O.s. map. No trace remains.
xii S.E.
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(§' Clatto Castle.
xx N.E. 12 August 1927.
Cist-Burial and Barrows.- " The Knock
of~fathe is a beautiful hill, rising smoothly
without any appearance of fortifications. A
regular coffin, of six stones, was found here
some time ago, by men who were digging for
gravel. Within it were human bones, and
several trinkets; among which was the brass
head of a spear, now in the possession of the
Earl 9f Leven. There are at least 8 barrows
in the parish, 3 of which have names: Pandler's
Know, and Lowrie's Know, in Forthar ground;
and Liquorich Stone l in Kettle ground. Bones
have been found in the rest."
30

lIULCONQUHAR.

KILCONQUHAR.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.

~ Old Parish Church, Kilconquhar.- All
tfut---'r emains of the old parish church is a
fragment of the nave arcade, which stands in
the churchyard to the east of the modern church.
It consists of three arches of indeterminate
date, each some 12 feet in width. The piers
and responds are round on plan, as are the
bases and capitals, which are respectively
chamfered and hollow-chamfered, while the
arches are chamfered and rebated. One of
the corbels, which carried the beam supporting
the roof of the aisle survives, at the east ' end.
The arcade is incorporated in a burial enclosure,
part of the back wall of which may have
" The barrow in Forthar is said to have been a ' belonged to the aisle and, if so, indicates its
regular place of burial, and to have had a church extent.
or chapel near it. But of this no vestiges are
RECUMBENT SLAB.-This slab lies to the
nowext.ant ."-Statistical Account, vol. i (1791),
south
of the fragment just described. It is 2
p. 3 8 r.
feet 2 inches in breadth and has a present
1 See Introd., p. xxxi.
length of 5 feet 5 inches. On it is carved a
xxN.E.
male figure in plate armour, wearing a conical
helmet, lying with his head on a pillow, his
(3<>8. rn-Field, Drummy Wood.-In October hands crossed on his breast. There seems to be
189.8 n urn-field, in which several urns were a sword belt at the hips. The monument is
round, was discovered on a very slightly elevated incomplete, the lower part of each leg being
knoll in the wood of Drummy about four miles broken off.
from Balbirnie House. The discovery has been
xxii S.W. 18 August 1927.
described in detail in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.,
xiii (1878-9), pp. 107-10.
311. Balcarres Chapel.-The roofless walls
o
his Renaissance chapel stand within the
xx N.W. (unnoted).
grounds of Balcarres House about 130 yards
north-east of the mansion. The building lies
309. Cinerary Urns, Kingskettle.-In 1920
east and west, is oblong on plan, and has been
five urns, lone of them containing two firesingle-chambered. The masonry is of rubble.
fractured arrowheads, were discovered in a
At each external angle a circled shaft, diagonally
small field called the Ryfaud, which lies
disposed and rising from a pedestal with chambetween Kingskettle railway station and the
fered angles, projects as a buttress. The
former United Free Church. The exact site
pedestals have moulded bases and a cornice
of the deposit was about 85 yards from the
mould, the latter set at the sill-level of the
north-western corner of the field, and about 65
western windows. Immediately below the
yards from a point in the eastern boundary
cornice each pedestal is carved with · funeral
wall opposite th~ church door. There was no
emblems, a 'deid bell' appearing in one
indication that any cairn or mound had ever
place, while in another is the admonition,
marked the spot which, however, is on the
MEMENTO MaRl. The circled shafts rise above
highest part of a slight undulation in what is
the wall-head and terminate in circular-moulded
very flat country.
capitals surmounted by finials. In each of the
1 Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., Iv (1920-1), p. 37 ff.
side walls are late Gothic two-light windows.
The gables are tabled not crow-stepped.
xx N.W. (unnoted).
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The western one is surmounted by a graceful
belfry with an embattled top and a finial. In
this gable lies the entrance, a semi-circular
doorway, flanked by shafts with composite
capitals surmounted by globular finials. On
each side of it is a window similar to those in
the side walls. Above is a much weather-worn
cartouche on which the date of erection, 1635,
can just be deciphered. Over this, again, is a
heavy panel-mould, enriched on the upper
part with an egg-and-dart ornament, and having
carved stops at the extremities of the sides.
The enclosed panel is a later insertion. It
contains in the top corners the initials L. /D.B.
L. /S.B., apparently for David, Lord Balcarres,
and Sophia, Lady Balcarres-an unusual
arrangement of initial letters. A label surmounting a helmet bears the motto, ASTRA
CASTRA. The shield is supported on the dexter
side by a lion, on the sinister side by a horse,
and is parted per pale: dexter, Quarterly, 1st
and 4th, a fess checky, three stars in chief;
2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant de bruised of a
ribbon; sinister: Quarterly, 1st and 4th,
within a double tressure flory-counter-flory
three crescents; 2nd and 3rd, on a fess three
cinquefoils. The dexter coat is for Lindsay of
Balcarres, the sinister for Seton, Earl of Dunfermline. David, first Lord Lindsay of Balcarres, married in 1612 Lady Sophia Seton,
daughter of the Earl of Dunfermline . Below
the shield is a cartouche with a cherub's head,
but any inscription it may have borne is now
illegible. Above this second panel is another
bearing a floriated design. At the top is the
motto, ASTRA CASTRA, and at the bottom the
motto, IVSTVS SEMPER VIVIT. In the centre is a
monogram of the letters D.L.B.S., for David,
Lord Balcarres, and Sophia, Lady Balcarres:
The east gable -has also a finial and a two-light
Gothic window. Above the latter is a small
circ1:1lar light filled with a triple vesica piscis.
Inside the building the only features of
interest are two lat e-Gothic aumbries set at the
east ern ends of the side walls. They are similar in
character, but the southern one (Fig. 41) has a
garland issuing from a cartouche carved on either
jamb. For a considerable time these aumbries
shelter ed two contemporary carvings, which ha ve
been removed to Balcarres House. One represents a Madonna and Child, the upper edge of the
stone being scrolled and the shroudlike drapery

arranged to produce a niche-like effect; the
feet of the principal figure rest on a volute,
while to the left is a sheep's skull set on another
volute, and to the right what appears to be an
animal, probably intended for a lion. The
second sculpture represents an angel kneeling
on a cushion and holding a book.
At the sides of the entrance to the chapel are
two oval stones, with tenon-like projections
at the bottom, which have been removed from
one of the gates. Each bears in bold relief a
Tudor rose. Their purpose and period are
uncertain.
xxi S.E. 17 August 1927.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
Balcarres House. - The mansion is
m .} modern, but incorporates the remains
of a late 16th-century house, which was apparently Z-shaped on plan, having a small
newel-staircase projecting as a turret from
the north-west re-entrant angle. The groundfloor is vaulted. The hall, which occupies the
first floor of the main block, lies north-east and
south-west and has a fine panelled plaster
ceiling of the 17th century, with the Royal
Arms in the central compartment. Some years
ago, in the course of minor alterations, a painted
ceiling, presumably of the 16th century, was
found behind the plaster ceiling.
DOWER HOUSE.- Adjoining the mansion and
to the east of it is the dower house, a plain
L-shaped building of the later 17th or early
18th century. It is now two-storeyed, but
originally rose at least one storey higher. The
wing is occupied by a handsome scale-andplatt staircase with a solid newel, shafted at the
outer ends. The entrance door, which lies at
the stair foot, is fitted with an old 'tirling
pin.' The interior has been modernis~d.
SUNDIAL.-The fine 17th~century dial illustrated in Fig. 49, now on the south-west lawn
at Balcarres, was brought from Leuchars
Castle (No. 401). The base and steps are
modern.
HISTORICAL NOTE.- The original house was
built in 1595 by John Lindsay, Lord Menmuir. 1
1 Lives of the Lindsays, by Lord Lindsay,
vol. i, p. 376.
xxi S.E. 17 August 1927.
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313 Kilconquhar House. - The southern
c m r of Kilconquhar House is a late I6thcentury building, but it is So hemmed in by
modein extensions that only on the west is there
a clear view of the older part from ground to
roof. The upper portion of it near the re-entrant
angle is, however, visible above the modern
buildings in the stable court. The old house
has been entirely modernised internally, and it
has also been considerably altered externally.
It has five storeys. The plan is L-shaped, the
main block running north-west and south-east,
while the wing extends north-east in alignment
with the southern wall, thus leaving the reentrant angle open to the north. On the south
is a stair-tower of the 18th century, which must
occupy very much the same site as the original
staircase, since an original turret-stair, which
is corbelled out in the south-east re-entrant
angle, gives access from the fourth floor to its
roof. Towards the wall-head the three angles
of the main block expand into squat turrets
containing • studies,' while the eastern angles
of the wing are similarly provided with smaller
turrets. The older masonry is of rubble but
that of the turrets is ashlar, and except in the
turrets the windows have all been renewed.
The upper storey of the wing is set forward on a
string-course which is in alignment with the
upper member of the wing turrets. The
chimney-stalks, the cornice, and the balustrade
of the stair tower are modern.

Sir John Scot of Scotstarvit. Cf. Inventory of
Monuments in Midlothian, No. 101.
xxii S.W. 18 August 1927.
MISCELLANEOUS.
~4. Niche, East Newton Lodge.-An aumbry,
repu ed to have been removed from Rires
Chapel (No. 317), is built into the entrance hall
of East Newton Lodge, which lies ! of a mile
north-west of Colinsburgh. The recess is I foot
10 inche<; broad, I foot 8 inches deep, and 2 feet
3 inches in height. A bold quirked edge-roll is
wrought on jambs and head, the latter of which
springs above the lintel into an ogival shape.
The date is probably the late 16th or early 17th
century.
xxi S.E. 18 August 1927.

SITES.
Q

Cist-Burials, Balcarres.-In 1870, when
lodge of Balcarres was being built, a
number of burials in long cists were discovered.
In 1907 several short-cist burials were exposed
on the" Craigs," a rocky eminence less than a
quarter of a mile east of Balcarres House, at a
part now known as .. Coffin Walk."
xxii S.W. (unnoted).
The O.S. map records sites as under :-

th~th

3 I 6. Rires Castle.

DOVECOT.-About 300 yards north-northwest of the house is an oblong dovecot of the
late 17th century, which measures externally
141 by 23t feet. The walls are of harled rubble
with exposed rusticated quoins. The entrance
faces south; .above the string-course, which is
stepped, both flanks have exits for the birds.
HISTORICAL NOTE.--At the date of the
original building the lands of Kilconquhar
belonged to Sir John Bellenden or Ballenden,
Lord Justice-Clerk in 1547, who also acquired
the baronies of Broughton and Woodhouselee
in Midlothian. He left Kilconquhar to the
eldest son of his third marriage, who was
. succeeded by his uncle Adam Bellenden,
bishop of Dunblane. On the suppression of the
bishops in 1640 Adam Bellenden sold the lands
to Sir John Carstairs.l
1 Staggering State of the Scots Statesmen, by

[KILMANY.
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Chapel.

318. Bicker Tree.

xxi S.E.
KILMANY.

L

SECULAR BUILDINGS.

~.
C~;;~

Mountquhanie Castle.-Mountquhanie
is an ivy-clad ruin standing beside the
home farm, 4t miles north-north-west of Cupar.
It has been an oblong tower of the 16th century, *

* Macgibbon and Ross in Castellated and Domestic
A rchitecture, vol. iv, p. 269, record a Balfour armorial
stone, dated 1597, built upside down into an outbuilding . This is not now visible and may be concealed
by the ivy.
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measuring externally 43t feet by 26 feet, and
has had three storeys beneath the wall-head.
The lowest storey is vaulted. The masonry
is whin rubble with freestone dressings. The
windows are unusually small, and one on the
first floor, looking southward, has a broad
chamfered margin and has been heightened.
At each of the angles there is a turret supported
on a corbel of four members. The parapet has
only a slight projection over the wall face and
is borne on small corbels, each of two members.
The tower has been considerably altered, but
full examination is at present impossible owing
to the growth of ivy, which threatens the
stability of the walls. West of the tower there
has been a small courtyard open to the north.
The western buildings are two-storeyed and
have, at the south-west angle, a circular tower,
the upper part of which is used as a dovecot.
Although the southern buildings have been
removed, the entrance remains, and its lintel is
inscribed HIC ... PONS ESTO I.C· M.L 1682, which
presumably records the date of the extension.
The first pair of initials are for James Crawford, .
for whom see HISTORICAL NOTE. The entrance
to the castle has been from the north, whe:ce
part of a transe, dated 1683, is incorporated in
the farm buildings.

[KILMANY.

been ceiled and the upper floor -vaulted. The
masonry has been rubble, built with pinnings.
ivS.W. ("Kinnear, Remainsof"). 27 May 1927.
---..,

Rathillet.-The dovecot at
R'ktliillet probably dates from the 18th century.
It is oblong on plan, measuring I9t feet by
141 feet, and has tabled skews, the western
skew-put bearing a cubical sundial with iron
gnomon.
vii N.E. (unnoted). i June 1927.
/
322. Dovecot, Lochmalony.-This is a I7thce
ry dovecot, square on plan, measuring
IS feet I inch by IS feet 2t inches, built of
harled rubble, and having crow-stepped gables.
vii N.E. (unnoted). I June 1927.
· ::,...1
323 ) Dovecot, Starr.-A nth-century dovec , ecently re-roofed, stands in a park southwest of the buildings at the farm of Starr. It is
oblong on plan, measuring 20! feet by lsi feet .
externally, and is built of rubble originally
.harled. The flanks are crow-stepped and there
is one string-course. The entrance faces south
and there have been small windows in the side
walls above the string-course, but these are now
built up. The nests are of stone.
HISTORICAL N oTE.-George Balfour was in
vii N.E. 25 March 1930.
" Munquhane" i.n 1459.1 In 1493 these
Balfour lands were erected into a free barony
MISCELLANEOUS.
in favour of Michael Balfour. 2 A charter 'of
1547/8 specifies
the tower, fortalice, and
324. Stone Circles in Drumnod Wood.manor-house." The Balfours continued till
constructions, although designated
the beginning of the 17th century, but in 1668 T es
James Lumsden of Montquhanny was returned "Stone Circles" on the O.S. map, are more
heir in these lands to his father General-Major accurately described as circular enclosures with
Robert Lumsden of Montquhanny.3 Towards defining ridges of stone. They closely resemble
the close of the century the lands came into in size, setting, and other characteristics the
enigmatical enclosures that have been noted
possession of James Crawford. 4
near Clune Craig in Ballin&TY parish (No. 56).
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 701.
2 Ibid., s.a.,
The Drumnod examples are situated on the
No. 2149. 3 Inquis. Spec., Fife, No. 1034. crest of a high knoll about 300 yards south of
4 Sibbald's Hist. of Fife, etc. (ed. 1803), p. 411.
Hazelton smithy and at an elevation of 500
iii S.E. I June 1927.
feet above sea-level. They form a group of
three, and the outline of the one on the south
( 320. Tower, Easter Kinnear. - On the farm remains clearly marked by a wall foundaof Easter Kinnear, 3! miles west-north-west of tion, having an average width of 4t feet and
Leuchars, beside some cot - houses, is the rising slightly above the immediate surroundfragment of a tower. Only the north-east ings. The other two enclosures, which impinge
angle remains, standing to a height of 17 feet on the north and east sides of the better defined
and indicating that the basement floor had example, are considerably broken up and can
II
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only be indistinctly traced at intervals by
remains of similar wall foundations and the
configuration of the internal dip. An excavation of the first of the three has been attempted.
This investigation, it is believed, was carried out
, by the late Dr. Laing of Newburgh, but it is
understood that the results were negative. No
clear traces of entrance gaps are discernible
in any of the enclosures, which vary from an
oval to a circular form with an average diameter
of 40 feet.
iii ~E. 26 May 1925.
325. Cup-Marked Boulder, Lochmaloney.hi?stone is hidden in a heavy growth of whin
bushes in a covert lying at an elevation of 400
feet above sea-level, about three quarters of a
mile to the north-east of Lochmaloney House.
It is a somewhat hog-backed boulder, measuring
roughly 7! feet by 4 feet I I inches by 3 feet high,
and the upper surface shows a scattered group
of cup-marks, which vary from It to 2t inches
in diameter and t to 1 of an inch in depth. The
stone lies with its main axis north-west and
south-east.
vii N.,E. (unnoted). 26 April 1925.
SITE.
326. Tumulus near Mountquhanie House.- No
tumulus is visible at the point marked on the
O.S. map about 600 yards to the south-west of
Mountquhanie House, between the 200 and 250
feet contours, but a heap of stones, collected
from the fields and used as a base for a haystack, is lying quite close to the position noted,
and may have been mistaken for something
more ancient. There is now no knowledge in
the neighbourhood of a tumulus ever having
existed on the site.
vii N ,E. 26 May 1925.

KILRENNY.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

~7' Tower, Parish Church.- The parish
cRurch, an oblong building dating from 1808,
abuts at its north-west angle on a bell-tower,

[KILRENNY.

the only remnant of the former church, which
extended farther west than the present structure.
The tower has always been a north-west tower,
like that of St. Michael's Church, Cupar, which
was erect ed in 1415, and the two probably
belong to about the same time.
It is built of coursed rubble and measures
externally 191 by 14t feet. While the north
window at ground-floor level is an insertion, the
lancet doublets in each wall of the bell chamber
are original. The parapet, borne on separate
moulded corbels of two members, dates from the
16th century, and the slated spire is probably,
but not certainly, contemporary. The tower
has opened on to the nave by an archway which,
though built up, can still be traced, and on to
the north aisle by a second archway, apparently
lat er and also filled in. The capitals of these
archways are boldly moulded. The lower storey
has at one time been vaulted. A turnpike,
ascending to the parapet, has been inserted in
the north-west angle. The roof-raggle on the
outer face of the south wall does not appear to
be original.
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS. - The Beaton
burial-enclosure at the east end of the church
dates from the lat er 17th century. The front,
which faces east, is enriched with Ionic shafts
at the ends and on either side of the entrance.
In the back wall is placed an armorial panel,
now very weather-worn, enclosed by a bolectionmoulded surround. The helm has for crest an
otter's head erased. The supporters are otters.
The shield bears: Quarterly, 1St and 4th, a
fess between three lozenges; 2nd and 3rd, on a
chevron an otter's head erased. A label below
the shield bears the motto, DE[B]ONN[AIRE]. A
cartouche beneath bears initials, two of which
may be read as M.B., while the others are
totally illegible.
At the vestry door lies a tombstone, measuring
5 feet 6 inches by 2 feet 4 inches, which is dated
1592, and bears on a shield-shaped panel the
initials T.S. and ,A.S. Near the forest air on the
north of the church is the table-stone of Robert
Ford who died in 1672. It measures 6 feet 2
inches by 3 feet 3 inches, and has on the upper
part representations of a ship, an astrolabe, and
a quarterstaff.
NOTE.-The church tower was used as a
landmark by fishermen, who called it "St.
Irnie."l It has been suggested that the name is
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a corruption of that of St. Irenaeus, Bishop of
Lyons. Others would connect it with Ringan
(i.e. St. Ninian) or with St. Ethernan. Possibly
there is no saint's name in question at all. The
word may be merely the old Gaelic form
irnaidhe (Mod. Gaelic urnuigh) "a prayer,"
formerly also used in the sense of " oratory."2
I Stat. Acct., i (1791), p. 409; Wood's East
Neuk of Fife, p. 368. 2 Watson's Celtic Place
Names of Scotland, pp. 519-20.

xxii N.E. 21 June 1927.

[KILRENNY.

I Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 1266.
2 Laing
Charters, No. 2408. 3 East Neuk of Fife, p. 383.
xxii N.E. 19 July 1927.

329. Dovecot, Caiplie.-On the south of the
A
ther-Crail road, 21; miles south-west of
Crail, is an oblong 17th-century dovecot built of
rubble and harled. The flanks are stepped, and
the door, which faces south, is giblet-checked.
xxiii N.W. and N.E. 20 June 1927.

3~Dovecot,

Renniehill.-This dovecot lies
·t.hin 50 yards of another on the adjoining
property of Innergellie (No. 328). It is rectangular with stepped flanks and measure~
externally 25t by 14l feet. It probably dates
from the 17th century but has been considerably
renewed a century later. On the back wall,
above the string-course, there is a circular gunloop, about 6 inches in diameter. The west
skew-put seems to bear a fragmentary date
[16J25, and that on the east the letters D.l.
xxii N.E. 18 July 1927.

SECULAR BUILDINGS.

328. Innergellie.-The present mansion was
built in 1740 and the stables in 1746. Above
the entrance, however, is inserted an armorial
panel, doubtless from an earlier house. It is
dated 1650 and initialled S.l.L., for Sir James
Lumsden, and D.C.R., for Dame Christian
Rutherford, his wife. The helm is mantled and
wreathed; the crest is a right hand holding a
sword. On a label above the shield is the
motto: VIRTVTE ORTA OCCIDVNT RARIVS. The
STANDING STONES.
shield is parted per pale: dexter, on a chevron
three mullets between a wolf's head couped and
331. Skeith Stone.-Standing in a field about
a buckle in chief, and an escallop in base, for
·60
ards south-west of Rennyhill Farm, and
Lumsden of Innergellie; sinister, three martlets
about 700 yards north of the public highway
or swallows between a star in chief and an orle
in base, for Rutherford. On the lawn is a from Anstruther to Crail, is a roughly rectfragment of a 17th-century sundial, and on the angular boulder of sandstone known as the
terrace are fragments of carvings representing Skeith Stone. It is set with its main axis
north-north-west and south-south-east and
animals.
has on the east face a double-ringed wheel
DOVECOT. - The dovecot is rectangular, design in incised sculpture, ! inch in depth,
measuring 13t by 28 feet and dating from the the wheel having eight petal-shaped spokes,
late 17th century. The masonry is rubble, averaging 13 inches in length and 3 inches
harled. The flanks are stepped, and there is one in greatest breadth. The boulder is 3 feet
string-course in the wall.
8 inches in height, 3 feet 4 inches in width,
and averages I foot in thickness.
It inHISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1642 Colonel Sir clines with a very decided slope towards the
James Lumsden of Invergellie had a charter north-north-west, and has been wedged up
de novo of the various portions of the Invergellie behind with a piece of sandstone, to prevent it
lands, including the tenandry which had formerly from falling backwards. The west face is badly
belonged to his father, the late James Lumsden weathered. Investigations carried out in the ·
of Airdrie, and the part "with the mansion" neighbourhood of the stone in 1868 satisfied the
which had formerly belonged to David Archibald excavators that it did not mark a burial site. l
of Blackhall, &c. &c. l In 1650 he is " General- It is not noted as an antiquity on the O.S. map.
Major James Lumsdane of Invergellie, knight,
I Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., viii (1868-70), pp.
then (1643) designed Colonel Sir James Lums6
5
-7.
dane. "2 Dame Christian Rutherford had been ·
infeft in 1635 in an annuity from Invergellie. 3
xxii S.E. 7 July 1925.
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~ Standing Stone, West Pitcorthie.- This
~stands in a cultivated field about midway
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336. Renniehill, Pediment and Inscriptions.In the boundary wall of the policy, opposite
the farm-steading, is inserted a small dormerpediment with a circular hole 10 inches in
diamet er, below which is the date 1638. The
house bears on the north side a fragrr.;;nt of a
panel dated 1706, and an old sill , which has
been inserted and is inscribed, G.S. E.B. 1644,
for George Strang and Elizabeth Bothwell.
On a pediment built into the west gable the
initials G.S. and E.B. appear below a shield
parted per pale: dexter, a chevron ensigned with
a cross betweeI). three mascles, for Strang or
Strange; sinister, a chevron b etween three
trefoils slipped, for Bothwell.

between .the farms of East and West Pitcorthie,
and at an elevation of about 200 feet above sealevel. It is a roughly rectangular boulder of red
sandstone, set with its main axis due north and
south and having a marked inclination towards
the south. There is nothing to suggest that it
has been packed at the base. It is badly
weathered on the north and south sides, while
the east face shows a series of cup-like hollows,
probably also weatherings. It stands 7 feet
I inch in height, measures 3 feet 8 inches across
at the base and 4 feet I inch at the top, and
gradually diminishes in thickness from I foot
4 inches at the base to slightly over I foot at the
HISTORICAL NOTE.-George Strang, portioner
top. The girth is 9 feet 9 inches at the base,
10 feet at the middle, a nd 10 feet 2 inches at the of Kilrennv, was served heir in cert ain lands to
top.
. his grandfather Robert Strang, portioner of
Kilrenny, in 1621. 1 His wife was Elizabeth
xxii N.E. 7 July 1925.
Bothwell. 2
1 Inqu-is. Spec., Fife, No. 317.
of F ife, p. 380.

MISCELLANEOUS.
333. Pediment.-In the forestair of a 17thcentury cottage west of the church is inserted
a triangular pediment, which has a fleur-delys finial, and bears the initials I.A. and the
date 1621. The initials are repeated on the
eastern skew-put, while the western skew-put
has the initials [E.]B.

xxii N.E. 21 June 1927.
334. Armorial Pane1.-Built into the middle
of the east gable of a cottage t o the west of the
churchyard of Kilrenny is a panel representing
the arms of Archbishop Schevez of St. Andrews
(1478-96). At each angle of the oblong panel
is a roundel or rose. The shield, backed by the
archiepiscopal staff, bears: Quarterly, 1st and
4th, three cat-a-mountains passant; 2nd and
3rd, a crQss.

xxii N.E. 16 July 1928.
/..
.
( 335. Cross, Cellardyke.-Clamped to the wall
oU:ellardyke Town Hall is the shaft of a market
cross, a pillar about 12 feet in height and I I
inches in diameter. The angles are chamfered
off. At the top of the shaft is the date 1642 ;
the cap bears an egg-and-dart enrichment.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 23 June 1927.

2

East Neuk

xxii N.E. 18 July 1927.
337 Caiplie Cave.-This cave is situated on
th f ' reshore about three-quarters of a mile
north-east of Caiplie Farm. It appears t o
have been a natural cove on the rock face,
which was artificially enlarged for use as a cell
or dwelling place. The mouth, I2t feet wide
and approximately 16 feet in height, has at one
time been protected by a slightly curved wall of
masonry, of which only a few foundation stones
now remain in situ. The wall stops short at a
distance of 4 feet from the south-west corner to
afford admission. The cave lies with its axis
north-west and south-east, and the interior,
which penetrates the rocky crag to an average
depth of about 50 feet , is somewhat irregularly
shaped. In the middle of its length it increases
to a width of 16 feet , but decreases in height
from the centre towards the back, where it is
only 9 feet. The walls a re sculptured with a
series of incised and punched crosses, most of
the sculpturings being on the north-east side.
An arched doorway, 3 feet 6 inches in width
and 5 feet in height, has been cut through the
. south-west wall t o provide an entrance to an
adjoining cave, and about 4 feet from the
m outh, at a height of 4t feet from the floor,
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a rectangular recess has been hewn out on the
same side.
xxiii N.W. (unnoted). 9 July I925·
SITE.

Q.;

Cist Burials, Corn Ceres.-In the spring
of '-1.926, two short cists, lying not far apart,
were accidentally uncovered in a field about
300 yards to the south of the farm of Corn
Ceres, and were ruthlessly torn out. The grave
to the westward yielded two urns of food-vessel
type and the other grave a single highlyornamented food-vessel. Two of the vessels
were unfortunately broken up at the time of the
discovery, but the third and most complete is
now preserved in the University Museum, St.
Andrews.
.
xxiii N.W. (unnoted).

KINGHORN.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
339. Old Parish Church, Kinghorn.-At the
east end of the modern building are the ruins
of an older church, probably that dedicated by
David de Bernham, Bishop of St. Andrews, on
17th May 1243. The remains represent part of
a rectangular east end, aisled on the southern
side. The chancel has a present internal length
of 26t feet and was I9t feet wide. The length
and width of the aisle are indeterminate. The
gable has an intake course on the outside and
still stands to a height of some 30 feet, while
the north wall remains to a height of St feet.
The latter contains a small window at the
eastern end and the jamb of another but wider
window near the western end. Against the
exterior of the gable lie several portions of
circular piers, I6 inches in diameter, with
moulded capitals. These hav~ been part of the
aisle arcade.
xl N.E. and xli N.W. IS May 1925.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
( 340. Balmuto.- The mansion of Balmuto
stands in the western part of the parish, 3t
miles north-west of Kinghorn. It includes a
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I5th-century tower, two I6th-century additions,
and sundry modern extensions. The earlier
parts have been modernised internally, but with
one exception such vaulted ceilings as existed
have been allowed to remain.
The tower is best seen from the north,
for in other directions it is enclosed by
the later buildings. It is oblong on plan,
measuring externally 241 feet from north to
south by 3zt feet from east to west over walls
about 6 feet in thickness. It contains three
storeys beneath the wall-head, the lowest being
vaulted. The masonry is of coursed rubble.
The wall-head is surmounted by a cavetto
cornice enriched with small corbels, based on
transitional work and resembling those on the
window stops of the tower of Dunfermline
Abbey. The battlemented parapet is modern.
On the south side of the tower there were
two entrances. The lower one, which has been
conslderably restored, opens into a small mural
lobby giving access on the north to the ground
floor and on the east to a mural staircase,
now closed. The upper entrance, which led
directly to the first floor, was widened in the
r6th century but finally blocked up in the
r7th, when a small window was inserted in the
filling, only to be closed in its turn in similar
fashion. Above this doorway two of the original
windows, one of which was a lancet light, can
still be traced, although built up. The windows
in use to-day, when they are not modern, were
inserted in the I7th century. There are three
such windows in the north wall, two of them
having inscribed pediments. In the lower
pediment are the initials of David Boswell and
the date I6So; the upper pediment bears in
monogram the initials of David Boswell and
his wife Margaret Paterson of Dunmuir. In
the so.uth wall there are two similar windows,
the lower of which bears in its pediment a panel
with the inscription DEVM . TIMETE / REGEM .
HONOR(ATE) . MDCLXXX (" Fear God, honour the
King "). The upper pediment also has been
inscribed, but the letters are now illegible.
Of the two earlier additions, both now
drastically modernised, . that on the west,
immediately adjoining the tower, consists of a
vaulted ground-floor and two upper storeys.
That on the south, parallel to the tower, consists of a ground floor, vaulted, except at the
eastern end where there has ~een an alteration,

I7°

KINGHORN.J

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.

and of an upper floor. The moulding on its
windows is similar to that on an old doorway
which has been inserted in the stable buildings,
at a little distance from the house. The lintel
of this doorway bears a panel inscribed I.B.
I.S. I594, for John Boswell of Balmuto, who
succeeded in I582 and died in I6IO, and his
wife Isabella Sandilands. * The south addition
may therefore be attributed to the time of this
John Boswell, which on other grounds it would
suit. It is less likely to have been the work 'of
his successor, also John Boswell, whose wife
was Janet Scott. A fragment of another lintel,
inscribed [I5J-3 E.M., is built into the walling
of the forestair leading to the stable loft. The
initials are for Elizabeth Moncrieff, wife of
David Boswell, who was served heir to his
father in I5I3 and died in I582. It is not
certain whence this lintel came, but, if it
originally belonged to the west wing, that wing
must be earlier than the wing on the south.
On the other hand, the building on the west
appears to be later in style than its southern
neighbour. This, however, may be the result
of subsequent alterations, at the time when a
new entrance to the ground floor was inserted
on the west side, and a stair of the I8th century
constructed in place of the earlier stair on the
side towards the courtyard. The symmetrical
set of windows on the west front is also an
insertion.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The Boswells acquired
part of the Balmuto lands by marriage with a
co-heiress of John Glen in the early part of the
I5th century.l In February I439 /40 the King
confirmed a grant by Sir Andrew Ogilvy to
David Boswell of Craigencat of his lands of
Balmuto, namely the third part" with the castle
and head manor."2 Apparently, then, the
tower was built by the Glens, who acquired the
property in the time of King Robert the Bruce. 3
1 Douglas's Baronage.
2 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a.,
No. 2I7. 3 Reg. Mag. Sig., I, App. ii, No. 633.
xxxv S.W. I August I928.
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34 1 • Balwearie Castle.-Balwearie has b~en an
oblong I5th-century tower (Fig. 3I2) standing

* Douglas in his Baronage of Scotland gives her
name as Elizabeth, and she, is so styled in a charter of
1587. But in charters of 1592 and subsequent dates
she is" Isobella Sandilandis."- R eg. Mag. Sig. (158093), Nos. 1379, 2016, 2173; (1593-1608), No. 109.
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about z! miles north-west of Kinghorn on the
flattened side of an extensive ridge, which rises
as it runs westward but falls sharply on the
flanks to north and south. The north gable
and east wall, as well as part of the south wall,
still stand fairly complete to their wall-heads,
about 45 feet above the ground, showing the
tower to have been 43 feet long and at least
28 feet broad, measured over walls averaging
6 feet in thickness. The masonry is ashlar,
built in courses IO to I2 inches in height with
very tenacious shell-lime, and is fairly cubical
towards the base of the walls. The voids are
chamfered externally. A parapet-walk, borne
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C. S.T.c.
341).

on separate corbels of two members, has
returned round the walls.
The accommodation comprised a ground
floor, with an entresol beneath its vault, and
three upper storeys. The entrance has been on
the entre sol level at the north end of the west
wall, and the turnpike stair may be traced
almost immediately over it, rising within the
western angle from the entresol level and projecting into the apartments. The ground-floor
vault is of ashlar, and the corbels for the timbers
of the entre sol floor can still be seen beneath it
in the east wall. The windows on the ground
and entresol floors are narrpw, and only the
entresol windows are furnished with stone seats.
There is a garderobe with lamp recess and vent
in the north wall of the entresol floor. The
hall on the first floor has a garderobe in the
north wall and windows with seats to north,
east, and south. The southern window, with a
delicate moulding on the jamb that remains,

I7 I
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has resembled a window at Tulliallan Castle
(No. 529), and has been provided with a mullion
and transom; a locker in the east jamb is
giblet-checked. The fireplace on this floor is
an insertion. The second floor seems to have
h !;en divided into two rooms of unequal size.
The southern room, which is the larger, contains
traces of an unusually 'ample fireplace with
jambs hollow-chamfered and furnished with
moulded capitals and bases. The same room
has a large southern window. The smaller
chamber had a garderobe on the north, and a
window with seats to the east, beside which is a
fireplace that has been rebuilt. On the third
floor the fireplace lintel has been supported on
corbels, while the windows have been small in
size and set between the corbels of the parapet.
On the south-east angle of the tower, tusking
up to a height of I I feet suggests that a barmkin
ext ended to the south and west.
A freestone ball, 10 inches in diameter, lies
about 20 yards north-east of the tower.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Sir Michael Scot is noted
in 1280 as heir of Sir Richard of Balwearie. 1
On 23 February 1463 /4 James III granted to
William Scot of Balwearie free faculty and
special licence to erect a castle or fortalice on
his lands of Balwearie. 2
1 Reg.
D~tnf., No. 228.
2 The Melvilles,
Earls of Melville, &c., Sir William Fraser, lll,
P·46 .
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W. 5 June 1925.
-,

342. Pitteadie Castle.-The remains of this

cas-tle (Fig. 313), are pleasantly situated on a
steep grassy slope looking southwards towards
Kinghorn, It miles distant . They are . in a
bad state, the upper works being in a dangerous condition. The castle is a free-standing
oblong tower, originally built probably to\:Vards
the end of the 15th century but considerably
altered two centuries later and that in a manner
which is largely responsible for its present ruinous condition.
The tower is built of rubble, with dressings at
the voids, and measures 33t by 27t feet over
the main block, the stair-wing having a projection of only 4 feet. There are three storeys
beneath the wall-head, and there is evidence of
an attic and garret within the roof. The projection which contained the stair was from a

gable, as at Seafield Tower (No. 343) and
Whittinghame (Inventory of Monuments in East
Lothian, No. 213), and not from a lateral wall,
as is more usual. It was at the south-east angle,
and the re-entrant therefore opened to the
north-east but is now filled in with later
building. The south-east angle is carried up as
a two-storeyed cap-house, and there is a turretstair within the re-entrant. At the north-eastern and south-western angles were 'rounds,'
only the corbelling for which survives. The
original entrance, which was at first-floor level,
may still be traced on the south wall in the
remains of an arched doorway with corbels for a
wooden landing. It opened into the hall, close
to the narrow newel-stair which rOSe to the upper
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FIG. 309.-Pjtteadie Castle (No . 342).

floors and descended to the ground floor. The
earliest alteration that can be detected was a
lowering of the stair descending to the ground
floor, to suit a new entrance there, and an increase
in its width . . In the more important alterations
of the 17th century an entrance was formed at
the ground level, the former entrance being
built up. As the walls at the first-floor level
were thinned in places and were virtually
rebuilt from the second-floor level upwards, the
greater part of the structure must be of the 17th
century.
The ground floor is vaulted and is lit from
east and west; there is no fireplace. The first
floor has a window looking north, a mural
chamber at the north-west corner, and what may
be a second at the east end of the north wall.
These, as well as a large fireplace in the east
gable, are all original features, but the large
south windows and the fireplace with moulded
jambs set in the west gable are insertions of the
17th century. The second floor was divided
into two roomS in the 17th century. In its
east gable there are traces of the 15th-century
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fireplace with a 17th-century window broken
out through the back of it, while a 17th-century
fireplace has been inserted in the Same gable
and another in the gable opposite. The mural
chamber at the north-east angle is original, but
the whole of the windows are of later date.
The castle is surrounded by the walls of a
17th-century park with a simple Renaissance
gateway on th e east side. On the pediment of
this is an armorial panel with helm, mantling
and shield, the latter bearing: A (palm) tree
surmounted by a saltire, on a chief three mullets,
the arms of William Calderwood of Pitteadie,
apothecary, and burgess of Edinburgh. On
either side of the shield are his initials and below
is the date 1686. The crest is a hand grasping
a quill pen, and above it is a label with a motto,
unfortunately illegible. The date and initials
are repeated on the west entrance to the garden.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1519 John Vallance
(" Wallangis") was served heir to his father
David in Easter and Wester Pitteadie, as
separate holdings in the barony of Easter
Kinghorn.l The original tower was apparently
built by this family. " Subsequently the lands
were in possession of a family named Sandilands,
but in 1612 they were erected into a barony in
favour of John Boswell, 2 " the fort alice of Wester
Pitteadie to be the principal messuage." To the
Boswells may be attributed the 17th-century
reconstructions. In 1710 Pitteadie belonged to
a " gentleman of the name of Calderwood,"3 a
descendant of the Calderwood mentioned above.
1 Sheriff Court Book of Fife (S.H.S.), pp.
140-1, 158. 2 R eg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 722.
3 Sibbald's History of Fife, etc. (ed. 1803), p. 317.
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W. 5 June 1925.
343. Seafield Tower.-Seafield Tower, built on
a rock on the foreshore, beside a burn, a mile
northward of Kinghorn, is now a mere shell.
The rock has been cut in places to a vertical
face, as much to provide building material as
for protection, and is surmounted by the remains of a boundary wall, forming an enclosure
which has a salient circular tower at the northern angle. The survey prepared in 1774 and
reproduced in Fig. 310 shows the ext ent of the
castle at that date, while Fig. 3II represents
its present condition.
The tower itself stands free from the boundary

[KINGHORN.

walls and is L-shaped on plan, comprising a
main block 301 by 251 feet and a wing lOt by
12i feet, the latter being an addition to contain
the staircase. Apparently the addition replaced
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a smaller stair-wing, the dimensions of which
cannot now be ascertained. I ts building blocked
up the original entrance t o the ground floor,
and a new entrance had to be formed in the
eastern wall. The masonry is rubble, very
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3 I r.- Seafi eld Tower (No. 34 3).

weather-worn but regularly coursed and heavily
grouted; the only moulding noted is the chamfer.
The present height of the t ower is almost that
of the original wall-head, but no trace is left of
parapet or walk. The ground floor is vaulted
and h as had an entre sol floor of wood inserted
at the springing-level. The lower part has been
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subdivided. At its south-west corner the remains
of a hatch through the vault can be traced, and
a small fireplace at the same corner seems to
have been inserted; the two narrow windows
looking northward, which light the upper and
lower part of the ground floor, are original. The
first floor was a single chamber with a large
fireplace in the north gable and windows to east
and south, the latter provided with windowseats in the deep embrasures. At the southern
corners of the room are ruinous mural chambers,
the western probably a garderobe, the eastern
a lobby served by the original ~tair. Above are
two upper floors, in which the arrangement has
been roughly similar.
This tower probably dates from the early
16th century. It is in bad repair.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Sibbald refers to this
house as " the ancient Seat of the Moutrays."l
John "Multrare of Seyfield" is on record in
1514,2 and John "Multray" of Seafield in
1543. 3
1 History of Fife etc.
(ed. 1803), p. 314.
, 2 Sheriff Court Book of Fife (S.H.S.), p. 6.
3 Laing Charters, No. 476.
I,
xl S.E. and xli N.W. 29 May 1925.
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STANDING STONES.
346. Standing Stones, N. Glassmount.-Situ~
ated on the summit of a slightly rising ground
on the north side of the public road, at a distance
of about 400 yards south-west of N. Glassmount,
are two roughly quadrilateral boulders, which
have been set up vertically, 19 feet apart, in a
line lying almost due east and west, the
measurement being taken between the middle
of the inner faces of the stones at ground-level.
Both have been packed at the base with loose
stones, and there are indications that both have
been mutilated, as large blocks of material
similar to the stones themselves are lying in
close proximity to them on the south.
The one on the west, which is of a quartzgrained material, measureS 6 feet It inches in
height, 4 feet 4 inches across the west side, and
4 feet 2 inches across the east side, while the
north and south faces are irregular. The girth
at the base is 10 feet 9 inches, and at the middle
12 feet 7 inches.
The one on the east, which is of whinstone,
is 5 feet 6! inches in height and averages at the
middle 4 feet 3 inches across the west face,
4 feet 2 inches across the east face, 2 feet 2
inches across the south side, and I foot II inches
across the north face. The girth at the base is
12 feet 9 inches and at the middle 12 feet 4
inches. Several small cup-shaped hollows are
undoubtedly weatherings. See Proc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., xl (1905-6), pp. 291-3.
xl N.E. and xli N.W. 6 May 1925.

344. Houses in Town.-Kinghorn is mainly
modern, but a few of the houses in the High
Street 'and Nethergate date from the 18th
century. The tenement at 26 Nethergate dates
from the 17th century, and was originally the
wing of a still older house that has been almost
entirely demolished. It is built of rubble and
is three storeys in height . . The entrance faces
east, and the lintel is inscribed and dated 16
MISCELLANEOUS.
H.S. BN. 38; above it, in what had been a
small window, there has been inserted an
347. Sixteenth-Century Fortification, Incharmorial panel, now quite illegible.
INSCRIBED LINTEL.-Built into the side wall keith.-A fort waS constructed upon Inchkeith
of the Ship Tavern at the head of South by the English during their occupation of the
1549, but, as it was
Overgate is a lintel inscribed and dated 16 R.B. island in the early part of
l it can have been only
raised
within
a
fortnight,
E.W.68.
a temporary structure of timber and earth.
xl N.E. and xli N.W. 18 May 1928.
After the recovery of the island, however, it was
again fortified in 1550 on behalf of the Scots,2
345. Dovecot, Grange - Farm.-A roofless, probably by their allies the French, who were
ruinous dovecot, rectangular on plan and prob- still in garrison there in 1558.3 A description
ably dating from the early 18th century, stands of the fort in 1560 speaks of the wall as " 30 foot
·south-west of the farmhouse. The site was thick, i.e. 14 foot of stone and 16 of earth.'"
under crop at date of visit.
The Parliament of 1567 ordered the demolition of
xl N.E. and xli N.W. 18 May 1928.
the place,5 but much of it still existed in 1773. 6
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In 1803, however, most of this was removed,
when a lighthouse was erected on the site.
What remains is a stretch of rubble masonry
50 yards in length, and averaging 5! feet thick,
which was part of the outer wall on the northeast side. Piers of squared stones, built out-andin band, are placed in the rubble work about
I2 feet apart from centre to centre, their purpose
being apparently to stiffen the wall. Within a
short re-entrant is a gun embrasure, 2 feet 2
inches wide, which has a semicircular head of
Continental type and was probably the work of
a foreign engineer. Beneath the signal tower is
a core of rubble, which may be the base of a
16th-century structure . .
An armorial panel bearing the Royal arms
has been inserted over the entrance to the courtyard of the lighthouse. The shield seems to be
enclosed within an Order, and beneath it are
painted the initials of M(aria) R(egina), while
lower down is the date 1564, carved in relief
and also painted.
1 Histoire de la
Guerre d'Ecosse, 1548-9,
Jea!! de Beaugue (Maitland Club), pp. I28,
134; Calderwood's History of the 'Kirk of
Scotland (Wodrow Soc.), i, pp. 260-1. 2 Reg.
Privy Co., i, p. 90. 3 Calendar of Scottish
Papers, i, p. 206. 4 Ibid., p. 365. 5 Acts Pari.
Scot., iii, p. 33. 6 Johnson's Journey to the
Western -Islands, ed. 1791, p. 3.
xli S.W. & xlv N.W. 12 November 1928.
SITES.
348. Tumulus.-Sir Daniel Wilson records
and illustrates a bronze relic, possibly a tanged
chisel, which was recovered from a barrow near
Pettycur in this parish in 1810.1
1 Wilson's Prehistoric Annals of Scotland, I,
P·3 86 .
xl N.E. and xli N.W. (unnoted).
349. Urn Burial.-An urn, measuring 13 by
inches, now in the National Museum, was
found near Abden House, in this parish, in
1848 by workmen engaged in cutting through
the rocks on the sea-shore, preparatory to the
formation of the railway. When discovered it lay
in an inverted position on the fiat surface of the
rock, at a depth of five feet, and was full of
ashes and burnt bones.
xl N.~. and xli N.W. (unnoted).
II
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SITES.
350. Chapel (supposed site of), Chapelflat, N.
Glassmount.-A highly cultivated field lying
about a mile to the north-east of N. Glassmount
is known locally as the" Chapelfiat," but all
vestiges of the chapel, which is said to have
existed here, are now obliterated.
xl N.E. and xli N.W. 6 May 1925.
The O.S. map records sites as under :351. Eglise Marie.
xl N.E. and xli N.W.
352. Glammis Castle.
xl N.E. and xli N.W.
KINGLASSIE.
SECULAR BUILDING.
@
fialbedie.-The old house of Balbedie,
part-if of late 17th-century date and partly
more recent, stands at the western extremity
of the parish but is now ruinous. It consists
of a long two-storeyed main block, running
north-east and south-west, with two wings
projecting towards the north-west, the more
southerly of these being mainly of later date
than the rest of the building and having a
moulded ' entrance of late type. The original
entrance, bolection-moulded, is centred in the
western wall of the main block. The masonry
is of rubble, harled; the windows are backset and the gables crow-stepped, while the
chimney-stalks have dressed margins. The
gable of the southern wing is part of an older
structure that originally stood detached from,
and westward of, the main block. Internally
the only feature of interest that remains is part
of a 17th-century moulded door-piece.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The lands of Balbedie
were of old separately possessed as a " sunny T,
(solaris) half and a "shady" (umbralis) half,
belonging as a whole to the family of Colville
of Balbedie. But in 1646 both parts passed
into the hands of John Malcolm, chamberlain
of the royal lands in Fife, and were erected
into the barony of Balbedie, the manor-place
of the eastern half to be the principal messuage. 1
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In I662 he acquired the lands of Lochore
(" Inchgall "), &c., which were incorporated
in the barony of Lochorshire, with the manorhouse of Lochore as chief messuage. 2 In
Sibbald's day (I7IO) Balbedy " a pleasant house
with gardens and inclosures," was " one of the
seats of Michael Malcolm, second son of John
Malcolm of Balbedy."3

[KINGSBARNS.

trated by Stuart in his Sculptured Stones of
Scotland, vol. i, pIs. 53 and 54.
xxvii S.W. (" Standing Stone "). I2 May I925.

KINGSBARNS.

1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. I686. 2 Ibid., s.a.,
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
No. 305. 3 History of Fifo, etc. (ed. I803),
P·373·
r35?""")ariSh Church, Kingsbarns.-Centred in
xxvii N.W. I I May I928.
'th~';-outh wall of the modern parish church is a
small bell-tower, the lower part of which dates
from the I7th century. It measures I61 feet
MISCELLANEOUS.
in width and projects I I ! feet from the church.
/- 35~~ross-Shaft, Dogton.--About IOO yards In front a' Renaissance archway frames a
to Wsouth of Dogton farm-house, at an lintelled door-piece, the arch-mould, impost,
elevation between the 300 and 350 feet con- and architrave of which are boldly moulded.
tours, on the face of a sloping hill and set in a The tower does not open into the church.
gap of a dyke, are the remains of a mu?h
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENT.- The east wall of the
mutilated free-standing cross, erect on Its churchyard incorporates a I7th-century tomb,
ancient base. It is known as "The Dogton the detail of which is a copy of Romanesque
Stone," and it has now been placed under work (Fig. 43). In the lower part are two ~n
the guardianship of H .M. Office of Works and scribed panels, now illegible. Above the cor~Ice
enclosed within a metal railing. The cross, are two armorial panels, supported by SIde
which reaches a height of 4 feet IO inches, trusses. The dexter panel contains a shield
stands on a base measuring 3i by 21 by It feet. bearing: Three cinquefoils on a fess between
It is sculptured on its four sides, but the design two boars' heads erased in chief and a huntingand ornamentation are much defaced by horn garnished in base. In the upper and lower
mineral stains and weathering, except on the corners of the panel are the raised initials W.C.,
south side. The top portion is badly mutilated, while an initial C., also raised, lies on the
and the arms are missing. It is set with its dexter side of the shield. Between the two
main axis almost due north and south, and its lower initials are incised the initials C.c.,
broad faces measure I foot 8 inches in width. possibly of later date. The shield in the
The sculptures, as far as they can now be sinister panel bears : A horse's head couped
identified, are as follows : between two cinquefoils in chief and a crescent
West side :-A combination of interlaced in base . In the upper corners of the panel are
work and key-pattern panels side by side, but the initials E.H. in relief, and in the lower,
all very indistinct.
.
M.H ., while the initial C. flanks this shield also.
East side :-A large circular boss In the centre There are three roundels in the pediment, the
of the head, with two panels below-the upper uppermost bearing a panel dated I63~,. the
one showing a horseman with a spear, and dexter W.C.E.H., in monogr.....9JIl..,-a-rul-the SinIster
the lower having a very .badly defaced repre- W. C.M.H. William Corstorphine was portioner
sentation of what seem to be animals.
of Kingsbarns, and Elizabeth Horsburgh his
North side :-Entirely defaced, with the wife.
exception of a small portion of a panel-margin
The parish of Kingsbarns was. dis~ociated
at the t op.
"
from that of Crail in I63I,1 at whIch hme the
South side: - Two serpents With bodIes original church was built .
entwined at three intervals so as to form a kind
1 Stat. Acct., iv, p . 254.
of interlaced work.
xvi N.W. 2I June I927.
The stone has been described and fully illusI7 6
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(356':) Randerston. - The farmhouse of Rande?iro"n, lying three-quarters of a mile north of
Crail, was built in the latter part of the 16th
century, superseding "the castle of Randelston," mentioned in 1S28,1 which stood on the
shore rather more than half a mile eastward.
It is a laird's house of modest dimensions with a
vaulted ground floor, two upper floors, and a
garret. The plan is a variant of the L-plan,
the wing not being in alignment with, but in
advance of, the gable of the main block and
thus forming two re-entrant angles. In the
western re-entrant (Fig. 314) is the stair-tower.
(
\.

. 10

0

11111111111

PLAN

'" \

FIG. 317.-Randerston (No. 356).

It is circled below and provided . with gunloops to protect the original entrance, which was
situated at the stair-foot but is corbelled out
to rectangular form in the upper part, where
there is a little chamber. The lower part of
the southern gable and of the stair-tower are
masked by a modern addition. Turrets are
corbelled out on two angles of the building;
the upper part of each has been removed, and
the main roofs oversail them . The masonry is
of haded rubble with exposed dressings. The
gables are crow-stepped . On the ground floor
of the wing there is a vaulted chamber, which
was entered at the stair-foot. The main block
contains two vaulted chambers, the smaller
having a passage on one Side, which also
opened to the stair-foot, and including a service
stair which gives ·direct access to the chamber

12
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above. The upper floors have been modernised.
The lintel of the garden entrance is inscribed
M.B. M.H. 1678.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1429 James I granted
to Thomas de Myrtoun, dean of Glasgow, for
his good services, the lands of " Randalstoun "
and Ladylands in the constabulary of Crail,
which Sir John Sibbald (of Balcomie) had
resigned. 2 The lands remained with Myrtouns
(Mortouns) till the first quarter of the 17th
century, 3 when they were purchased by a brother
of Moncrieffe, laird of Balcaskie. From his
heirs the property, including the "tower,
fortalice and manor-place," was bought in 1663
by Michael Balfour of Pitmedden,4 second son
of Balfour of Denmiln,5 with whose descendants
it continued.
1 Register of the Collegiate Church of Crail,
No. 9S. 2 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 130. 3 See
R.eg. Coll. Church of Crail, p. 49. 4 Reg. Mag.
S~g., s.a., No. soS. 5 Lamont's Diary, p. 167.
xvi S.W. 18 June 1927.

357. House, Kingsbarns.-A disused 17thcentury house presents its gable to the street,
130 yards south-east of the parish church. It is
~)Uilt ?f rubble and is two storeys and a garret
111 heIght.
The plan is an oblong, measuring
71 by 20! feet. The north-east angle is chamfered. On the western side a projection houses
a scale-and-platt staircase, the entrance to the
upper floor lying at the stair-foot and that to
the lower floor in the main wall beside it. The
doorpieces are ashlar with bolection-moulded
architraves and a moulded cornice. West of
the staircase, where there has been a courtyard
is a draw-well.
'
xvi N.W. 21 June 1927.
. 358. Dovecot, Kippo.-The dovecot at Kippo
rectangular on plan, measuring 2S feet II
inches by 14t feet, and dates from the late
17th century. It is built of rubble, and the
roof is pantiled. The entrance faces south,
and above it is an opening for the birds.
xvi S.W. (unnoted). 9 May 1928.
IS

359. Dovecot, Kilduncan.-On this farm
stands a partly ruinous rectangular dovecot of
the 17th century, measuring 20! by 1St feet.
xvi N.W. (unnoted). 9 May 1928.
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inscription in Latin, recording the burghal
services of the. husband and surmounting a
shield flanked by the initials of husband (Q for
Quhite) and wife. The shield is parted per jess.
In the upper half are the husband's arms:
Within a bordure, a martlet displayed between
three quatrefoils, on a chief as many quatrefoils. The lower half of the shield bears the
complementary portions of the wife's blazon:
Within a bordure, 3rd quarter, a boar's head
erased between three crescents, and, 4th
quarter, a star between three crescents. Below
the shield is the motto, VIRTUTE PARTA.
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W. I June I928.

SITES.
360 Cist Burials at Milton and Pitmilly
La .-In I867 a cist, measuring about 4 feet
by 2 feet by 21 feet, was discovered at Milton,
about 4 miles from St. Andrews, on the Crail
road. It contained a beautifully ornamented
urn. In the following year a group of cists,
one of which was of a two-storeyed type, was
discovered in a rising ground known as Pitmilly Law. The cists varied from 41 feet to 6
feet in length. Details of these discoveries are
given in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vii (I866-8),
p. 256, and viii (r868-70), pp. 56-7.
xv N.E. (unnoted).
361. Chapel, Chesterhill, d. Proc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., vii (I866-8), p. 256.
xvi N.W. (unnoted).
The O.S. map records a site as under : 362. Kingsbarns Castle.
xvi N.W.
KIRKCALDY.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
.
36~ :J Parish Church, Kirkcaldy.-Although
the nurch itself is modern, its western tower
dates from the r6th century. It is oblong
on plan, measuring externally 25t feet by 231
feet, and its lowest storey opened into the
church through a segmental archway. The
masonry is of ashlar, and shows one stringcourse, defining the bell-chamber. At the
level of the string-course there is a central
lancet-light in each wall, with a modern void
beneath. The wall-head is surmounted by a
parapet, borne on corbels of two members and
reached by a newel-stair. Within the parapet is
a later superstructure, in which hangs the bell,
cast in r553, renewed in r7 07, and recast in
I9 r6 .
MURAL MONUMENT.-In the south wall of
the churchyard is the mural monument of
Robert White of Pourane (d. I667) and his wife
Janet Tennant (d. r670). The husband's
initials appear in the pediment of the monument.
In the lOWEr part is a large panel with an
~
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SECULAR BUIL];)INGS.
364. Ravenscraig Castle.-This castle, which
was begun in r460, occupies a very bold and
exposed site (Figs. 3I5, 3I6) . The rocky promontory on which it stands juts out into Kirkcaldy
Bay, rising sheer on the western side to a
maximum height of some 80 feet above the
sands, and falling to the eastern shore in a
series of steep terraces. At the seaward end
ascent has originally been possible, though
difficult, and accordingly at certain places the
upper part of the rock has been scarped to a
perpendicular face, to prevent access . The
site is considerably lower than the ground to
landward, from which it has been separated
on the eastern side by a gully. From the point
where this natural defence ends, a ditch, which
is cut through the emerging rock as it nears the
western flank, has been carried right across.. It
has been spanned by a permanent bridge,
supported on a segment of rock left for the
purpose in front of the entrance . At some
time or other a low outbuildmg, pOSSibly a
stable, was built in front of the castle, partly on
this platform of rock.
The lay-out of the castle has been adapted to
its site, the principal buildings being placed
along the landward base of the promontory
and the domestic offices etc. disposed along its
eastern side and outer end. On the western
side was a wall completing the enclosure of the
courtyard. The front forms an oblong block
flanked by semi-circular terminal towers. Owing
to irregularities of the surface, the towers are
founded at different levels. The western one
is the higher, but the two were probably intended
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to be roughly similar, for it is obvious that the
castle has not been completed to the original
design. This tower is set back from the cliff
edge and has been built as a unit, although
there is nothing to suggest that it is either
earlier or later than the other, and the original
work on it seems to have stopped at the wallhead, leaving everything above that to be
completed in the 16th or 17th century. The
main block and the eastern tower have been
begun together and carried up one storey above
the general level of the site, where a temporary
roof was inserted in the tower pending its completion. After a considerable interval, operations were resumed, and the front wall of the
main block was raised in a slightly thinner wall
to the height originally intended, merely, however, to serve as a screen, for the other walls of
the main block do not seem to have been raised.
Some time in the 17th century, the eastern
tower was complet ed with a parapet and walk
at a lower height than the wall-head of the
front wall of the main block.
On the east side the buildings dip low and are
accommodated to the varying levels of the site,
an adaptation which involved so much underbuilding that at a later date, when that side
came to be continued, the buildings were
placed farther inwards on the rock.
The stone employed has been partly quarried
on the site and partly obtained from the
neighbouring cliffs, the western tower being
a hard greyish freestone, which has withstood
the weather much better than the lightercoloured material used for the rest of the
building. The masonry of the main buildings
is ashlar in 13-inch courses, mainly cubical,
and little difference can be seen between the
original and the later masonry. The walls of
the towers are unusually thick, while those of
the courtyard are thin and of rubble . On the
front of the m ain block and also on the
towers are two splayed intake-courses, all at
different levels. The principal entrance, which
h as a semicircular head, heavily chamfered like
the jambs, is in the centre. There has been no
drawbridge and no portcullis. On either side
of the entrance are narrow lights, keyholeshaped, and there are similar lights in the
towers and in the lower part of the west wall of
the courtyard. The original masonry of the
front stops four courses above the head of the

[KIRKCALDY.

entrance; the upper part of the front contains
embrasures for small guns; the wall-head has
had no parapet but terminates in a cavettoed cornice borne on corbels. From where
this wall-head abuts on the west tower,
the tower wall is set very slightly inward, a
change the reason for which is not clear. The
wall-head of the west tower is tabled for protection from the weather, the superstructures
rising on the inner face of the walls. The
windows of this tower to west and south are
fairly large and are chamfered on jambs and
lintels; there are, of course, no windows to the
east, as this side would have been covered by the
main block, had it been completed.
At the entrance to the castle are two doors,
the outer of which has a bar-hole. These open
into a barrel-vaulted transe or arched passage,
on the east side of which, just within, is a
porter's room, a vaulted chamber with a
fireplace and cupboard. Directly ahead the
courtyard is approached through an arched
doorway with semicircular head and a single
door. Within the courtyard on either side of
the doorway is the entrance to a vaulted storehouse. In its eastern corner is the entrance to
the east tower, a vaulted passage, off which a
straight stair descends on the right to the lower
part, comprising two storeys below the courtyard level. The higher of these is a single
chamber, which has had a fireplace in the north
gable, windows looking east, set in . deep
embrasures furnished with seats, and a garderobe at the south-east corner. The lower storey
is a vaulted cellar containing the well, which
has been cut through the rock and is now filled
in. At the inner end of the vaulted passage , one
doorway gives access to the second floor, and
another to a turnpike rising to the third floor
and parapet walk, both constructed in the 17th
century.
The upper part of the frontal block, between
the towers, h as been entered from the same
turnpike and is a mere platform (Fig. 316), but,
if the original intention had been ·realised, this
would have been a suitable position for the
Hall. The embrasures in which the gun-loops
are set are widely splayed and have each a little
aumbry on one side, while in the breasts provision is made for a gun-mounting, as on the
fore-building of Dunnottar Castle, Kincardineshire.
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The west tower is four storeys and an attic
in height. The entrance lies within a little
courtyard, formed apparently to screen the
latrines, when these, about the 17th century,
were placed at the north-west angle of the
courtyard. The ground floor opens directly off
the courtyard, and is a single chamber covered
with a barrel-vault. To east and west are
narrow lights, reduced in size some years ago,
when the apartment was used as an ammunition
store. The main entrance to the tower, which
is on the first floor, is reached from a forestair,
at one time roofed but now ruinous. It opens
on the foot of a turnpike, situated in the southeast corner, which gives direct access to all the
upper floors. Each floor contains a single
chamber lit from south and west, the windows
having deep embrasures provided with seats.
In the thick walls to north and east are mural
chambers, and on each floor there are garderobes at the south-west corner. The fireplaces,
which are large but unusually plain, are either
in the north or in the east wall.
The fragments of detached buildings at the
seaward end of the courtyard represent the
kitchens and other offices.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Ravenscraig or Ravensheugh Castle was built originally for Mary of
Gueldres, the Queen of James II. The lands
including the site were acquired by the Queen
in March 1460, their original possessors receiving an equivalent in lands belonging to her
elsewhere. 1 The master of works for the building was David Boys and to him or his assistant, a chaplain named Robert Spanky, sums
amounting to £600 are recorded to have been
paid. 2 Fourteen great timbers called" geistis "
(joists) were supplied for the building from
the woods on the banks of Allan Water. 3 In
1461 the structure was sufficiently advanced to
accommodate the Queen's Steward and other
servants, who stayed there for 25 days.4 Queen
Mary died on I December 1463, and seven
years later (12 September 1470) King James III
granted the castle with the neighbouring lands
to William, Earl of Caithness and Lord St.
Clair, in partial recompense for the castle of
Kirkwall and the earldom of Orkney. 5
1 Reg.
Mag. Sig., s.a., Nos. 746, 747.
2 Exchequer Rolls, vii, pp. 59, 77, &c.
3 Ibid.,
pp. 59, 63. 4 Ibid., pp. 78, 82. 5 Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. 996.
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Cf. also Cast. and Dam. Arch., i, p. 538.
xxxvi N.W. 12 May 1925.

(f~ };ladn~y House.~T~is once fine 17thcentury manSIOn, standmg m an alley entered
from Bute Wynd, is at present occupied as a
lodging house and is scheduled for demolition with other slum property. On plan it
consists of an oblong main block of three
storeys, lying east and west, with terminal
wings of four storeys projecting southward at
either side of the front, which is recessed
between fluted pilasters and surmounted by
a full entablature and raking pediment. The
entrance, which is centred in the front, is
obscured by a modern porch. The windows
have moulded architraves, those of the first
floor having also cornices. A plain moulded
cornice returns at the wall-head round the
remainder of the building. The gables have
originally had a curvilinear finish, now seen
only on the north-west gable. On the western
wall there is a projection, corbelled out from the
wall-head, to carry some detail that has been
removed.
This house was a residence of the architect
William Adam and the birthplace of his more
famous architect sons, Robert and James
Adam.
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W. (unnoted). 2
June 1928.
366. Dunnikeir House.-This tenement, also
known as "the old manse," stands on the north
side of Nether Street and is a large three-storeyed
building dating from 1692. On plan it consists
of a main block lying east and west, with a
wing projecting southwards to the street, in
alignment with the west gable, , and enclosing
a tower for the turnpike in the re-entrant angle.
A second and smaller wing projects northward
from the centre of the north wall. The gables
are skewed and have scrolled skew-puts. The
windows have margins, back-set and chamfered. The uppermost windows are dormers
with scrolled pediments. The eastern pediment
on the south wall is dated 1692; the central
pediment bears the initials E.O., for Euphan
Orrock, and the western pediment I.W., for
John Watson of Dunnikeir. The south wing
has two dormers with pediments, the eastern
pediment initialled E.O. and the western I.W.,
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and these initials are repeat ed in monogram
on the moulded door-piece of the entrance,
which lies in the south wall of the main block.
The house has been gutted and modernised
internally, and the turnpike-stair has been
removed.
SUNDIAL.-On the south-west angle of the
south wing is a t abular sundial.
1 See Mural Monument in Burntisland churchyard (No. 69 (I)).
xxxvi N.W. (unnoted). I June 1928.
367 Raith House.- The mansion of Raith
st ands rather less than I t miles west of Kirkcaldy st ation on a plateau commanding the
estuary of the Forth. It was built between
1692 and 1694 by Alexander, Lord Raith,
treasurer-depute of Scotland l and eldest son of
George, 1st Earl of Melville, and the work of
that time is represented by the central portion
of the present house, oblong on plan. The old
house has been substantially altered, but the
vaulting of the gro:und floor still remains, while
other contemporary features of interest are the
fine wrought-iron balustrade of th e stair (Fig.
480) and the heavily moulded plaster ceiling of
what was the entrance hall. The ext ernal
treatment is simple, the walls being harled but
the dressings left exposed. On the front the
central part is slightly set forward and is
surmounted by a pediment heavily carved.
Beneath a baron's coronet on the iron balustrade
just mentioned is a monogram of the letters
A.M. and B.D., for Alexander Melville and his
wife Barbara Dundas, which is repeated on a
panel on the south wall of the house with the
date 1694.
1 Sibbald's History of Fife, etc. (ed. 1803)'
P·3 I 5·
xxxv S.E. 26 May 1925.
368. Kirkcaldy Houses.-(I) 34 KIRK WYND.Into the wing of this hou'se, towards the street,
is inserted a pediment bearing a cartouche
surmounted by the initials M.A. and M.L. with
the date 1637. The cartouche is parted per
pale and bears: dexter, a salt ire between two
mullets and a crescent in base, for Anderson;
and, sinister, a bend, a boar's (?) head couped
in sinister chief. The house containing the
pediment is modernised.
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(2) 227 HIGH STREET.-This three-storeyed
house is almost entirely modernised. but the
entrance has a moulded door-piece dated 1672
on the pediment .
On the first floor are two moulded plaster ceilings. The smaller one, which is still complet e,
has compartments formed by simple moulded
ribs. The larger one, which now covers a livingroom and its adjoining passage and lavatory,
all contrived within what has evidently been
originally a single large apartment, has ribs
modelled in relief with garlands of fruit and
flowers, and includes a central panel with a head
in relief labelled ALEXANDER. The living-room
had been panelled in pine in the early 18th
century, and one of the passage walls bears a
short stretch of similar panelling.
(3) 165 HIGH STREET.-This large fourstoreyed tenement appears to have been rebuilt
in the I.8th century and has since been modernised. A pediment, set between the two uppermost central windows, contains a shield dated
1680 and, in later characters, 1722.
(4) MALCOLM'S WYND.-Facing the harbour
at the corner of Malcolm's Wynd are two
contiguous 17th-century houses. Both are
built of harled rubble, and each presents a
gable of three main storeys to the street. The
more easterly has tabled skews with scrolled
skew-puts. Two string-courses cross the gable,
and there is a corbelled proj ection at the
staircas.e beside the entrance, which opens from
the wynd. One chamber contains traces of an
enriched ceiling and a stone panel with the
Royal Arms and the date I66(?)2. The western
house is derelict. Its gable is crow-stepped and
is offset on corbels at the level of the first floor.
(5) ARMORIAL STONE, 20 JAMES GROVE.During the demolition of old Dunnikeir House
this stone was found covering a conduit and
was then rebuilt for preservation into the
top of the back gable at the address given.
It was originally part of a pediment and
exhibits a shield with a bordure cheeky,
parted per pale and bearing: dexter, a chevron
between three crosses patty, for Barclay of
Touch; and sinister, a chevron between two
mullets in chief and what may be a hound
in base, but this coat cannot be identified.
Above the shield are a mantling and helm,
the latter wreathed and having for crest a
hand and fore-arm (?) . Over all is a label,
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but any motto this may have. borne is now
entirely obliterated.
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W. (unnoted). I and
2 June 1928; 5 Dec. 1931.
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fabric were found adhering to the leather.
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W. -r Y.:. () ~ V

LARGO.
369. Lochty Bridge.-At the northern end of
Thornton village the high road to Markinch is
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
carried across the Lochty Burn on a bridge of a , /
single arch, which replaces a bridge of two arches
~ Parish Church.-The parish church is
built, according to Sibbald,l by James Beaton,
m~ftl1
modern, but the chancel and tower date
Archbishop of St. Andrews. The present
17th century, the tower being dated
from
the
structure, although mainly modern and con1628
and
the chancel bearing on the east gable
siderably wider than the original bridge, appears
with
a plain shield flanked by the
a
panel
to embody the core of the old masonry. The
voussoirs of the arch are at least as old as the initials P.B., for Peter Black of Largo (d. No.
376), surmounted by the motto FEAR GOD and
17th century.
set above the date 1623.
1 History of Fife, etc. (ed. 1803), p. 376:
BELL.-In the tower hangs a small bell, the
xxviii S.W. 12 June 1929.
canons of which have been removed. It
measures 20 inches in diameter at skirt and is
SITES.
15 inches high from crown to skirt. Just below
the crown is a cresting surmounting the inscripThe O.S. map records sites as under :tion: MICHAEL. BVRGERHVYS. ME. F[ECIT] . 1636.
SOLI. DEO . GLORIA. The usual fillets encircle the
370. Abbots Hall.
sound-bow.
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W.
xxi S.W. 3 August 1927.

~. Tumulus, Raith Tower.-" On Cormie
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
Hill, or that eminence on which the Raith
Tower stands, there have been found, at differ37 . Pitcruivie Castle.-This ruined tower
ent places, several rude stone coffins. . .. s
as high above the Keil Burn, on the left
Some urns have also been dug up containing bank, It miles north of Largo Station. It has
human bones. On the part where the Tower features which suggest that it has at some time
stands, there was a small artificial mound, on been reconstructed. But the differences in the
removing which it evidently appeared to have .style of building are so slight, the secondary
been a burnt mould and many fragments of work pointing to about 1500 and the original
deers-horns were found in it." 1
work to a date only a little earlier, that the
1 New Statistical Account, ix (1836), p. 150.
alterations may possibly represent no more than
xxxv S.E. and xxxvi S.W.
the result of changes decided upon while the
work was still in progress. On plan the tower
372. Short Cist Burials, Kirkcaldy.-During is an oblong, lying east and west and measuring
excavations in connection with the erection of externally 25i by 381 feet, with the remains of a
a new slaughter-house at Oriel Road, Kirkcaldy, small stair-wing, which has been inserted, proin the early spring of 1931, two short-cist burials jecting from the north-west angle. At the
of more than usual interest were laid bare. One opposite or south-east angle there appears to
ofthe graves contained a beaker urn, a flint flake, have been a corresponding but earlier projectwelve buttons and a bead of jet, a small bronze tion, which may have been designed to contain
knife with remains of wooden haft, and a the original stair, as a built-up access to the
fragment of a pin or awl of bronze. The other tower can be seen at the first-floor level.
In any event it is at this level that the tower
grave contained human "remains and portions
of a leather covering with a bone-hafted bronze has always been entered. The lowest storey,
knife in its sheath. Small fragments of woven the sole access to which seems to have been
183
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a hatch, comprises two intercommunicating raised. The fireplace, now fragmentary, is
vaulted chambers each lit by a narrow window centred in the east gable. In each of the side
in the north wall. The more easterly of these walls there has been a window with seats.
two windows has been built up. The rear
The second floor is inaccessible . The floor
arches of both are of ashlar, and the daylights, joists were carried on heavy corbels set in the
which have been chamfered, have been only side walls, and some 5 or 6 feet above are other
3 to 4 inches in width. The hatch is in the corbels, apparently for the original joists of the
ceiling of the western cellar.
third floor, which again points to an alteration
On the first floor, which has been the hall, in floor levels.
the entrance, an arched doorway with semiExternally there are traces of alteration at
circular head, is centred in the west wall, and the lower part of the south-west angle, while
has a bar-hole in the south jamb. Some four the greater part of the south wall at that level
feet inside of it stood the' screens,' in front of seems to have been renewed. The masonry is
of rubble. The voids are chamfered at the
arris.
FIRST
The fabric of the building, although free
from vegetation, is in bad repair.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-At the time of the
erection of the tower Pitcruivie belonged to
Lindsay of the Byres. Sir John Lindsay,
eldest son of Patrick, 4th Lord Lindsay, is
designated" of Pitcruvie " in 15IIl and 1524.2
1 Laing Charters, No. 282. 2 Reg. Mag. Sig .,
s·a., No. 265.
Cf. also Cast. and Dam. Arch., iii, p. 247.

xxi S.W. 3 August 1927.
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FIG. 323.-Pitcruivie Castle (No. 374).

which was the hatch admitting to the floor
below. Above them was a loft, lit by a small
window over the entrance . The position of the
, screens' and loft can be traced on the side
walls. At the south end of the 'screens'
is a later basin contained within a small
arched recess, and at the north end is the
entrance to the later stair-now a mere fragment-which led from the first to the upper
floors. Including the 'screens' the hall has
measured 27! by 14! feet. It is ceiled with a
barrel-vault, evidently an after-thought, since
the wall on which it rests on the south is IO! inches
in advance of the wall containing the built-up
doorway for the original stair. The east gable,
too, has been thickened on the inner side, for it
helps to block this doorway, and there are
indications that the floor levels have been

37 . Lundin Tower.-Rather less than half a
ml'le-north-north-west of Lundin Links Station
is a lofty rubble-built tower, once a part
of old Lundin House which was demolished in
1876. Its main purpose was to contain the
stairs, but there are chambers on the two upper
floors. There is a parapeted look-out at the
top, and the southern angles are turreted. A
vaulted chamber adjoins the tower at the groundfloor level on the west. The tower itself has
been greatly altered; the present staircase is
modern, but the stair contained in the eastern
turret and leading to the upper floors is
original. There is no apparent access to the
other turret. To judge by the existing detail,
the fragment in its original state dates from the
close of the 16th or the beginning of the 17th
century.
The house belonged to the family of Lundin
. or Lundy of that ilk. Some details of the house
proper as it was in 1662, when new work was
being done, are given in Lamont's Diary, p. J39.
xxi S.W. 3 August 1927.
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;376) Largo Tower.-This structure stands to
t~rth of Largo House, and has obviously
formed part of a more extensive building which
had consisted of a rectangular main block,
lying east and west, with the tower (Fig. 32I)
at the south-west corner. While most of the
main block has been removed, some idea of its
size and character can be gathered from the
remnant of its southern wall, which has been
adapted to serve as part of the garden enclosure.
It is of rubble with traces of older building in
its foundations, and extends from the tower
for a distance of 63 feet eastwards, at which
point the original south-eastern quoins appear.
The tower is of rubble, haded, and has an
external diameter of I6! feet with walls 3! feet
thick on the ground floor and 2 feet IO inches
thick on the first floor. It still stands to a
height of four storeys with a single chamber on
each floor. The chamber on the first floor is
round and is lit on the south by a small window
with a quatrefoiled gun-hole in the breast;
there is another similar opening below a
window facing north-west. A mural closet
exists in the north-east and has a chamfered
loop of inverted key-hole pattern, partly
grooved for glass. The two upper floors
are inaccessible, and the topmost is now a
dovecot; each has been lit by two larger
windows, one facing east and the other west.
Only the ground floor is vaulted. It has been
entered by a door from the south, but an
opening in the north, now built up, may have
been a door communicating with the ground
floor of the main house. Windows and door are
treated with roll-and-hollow mouldings, suggesting a date in the late 16th or, more probably,
the early 17th century. Above the south door
of the tower a panel, inserted in modern times,
records that" these are the remains of the royal
residence granted with the lands of Largo by
James III in the year MCCCCLXXXII to his
Admiral Sir Andrew Wood"; also that" Sir
Alex. Durham, Lord Lion King at Arms,
acquired the Estate of Largo MDCLXr." (See,
however, HISTORICAL NOTE.)
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The lands of Largo were
granted in feu-farm to Andrew Wood in March
1482-3, and in 1491 a re-grant included a licence
to build a "tower or fortalice," Wood having
already erected such a building as a protection
against piratical descents.l The present tower,
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however, is at least a hundred years later, as its
detail clearly shows. In 15I3 the lands were
erected into a barony in favour of Andrew
Wood, when the principal messuage was
ordained to be " the Hall-wallis" with the lands
to north and south of it.2 Whether this
description implies the erection of the main
buildi.ng, of which so little now remains, cannot
be said. The plan, however, and its relation to
the tower, suggest a much later date, and it
will be remembered that th e foundations of the
south wall contain traces of a yet older building.
In 16I8 the lands passed to Pet er Black, 3 whose
initials are on the church tower (No. 373), and
this date would suit the present tower. Black
resigned the property in 1633 in favQur of
Alexander Gibson, junior, of Dury, and from
the Gibsons it came in 1663 to Sir Alexander
Durham, Lyon King of Arms. 4
1 Reg. Mag. Sig.,s.a., Nos. I563, 2040. 2 Ibid.,
s.a., No. 3880. 3 Ibid. , s.a., No. 19I6. 4 Ibid .,
s.a., Nos. 2222, 342.
xxi S.W. 3 August 1929.
377. Dovecot.-At the home farm of Largo
Ho se is an oblong I7th-century dovecot,
measuring externally 251 by 16§ feet, with
crow-stepped flanks, built of rubble and haded.
The entrance faces south, and there is one
string-course.
xxi S.W. 3 August 1927.
CAIRNS.
(37V,Tumulus, Norrie's Law.-The tumulus on
NbTrie's Law stands on the summit of a ridge
about 500 yards north-west of the farm of
Bonnyton, at an elevation of 600 feet above
sea-level, a situation that commands an extensive view. The original construction has been
much destroyed by the excavations which have
taken place at different periods, but from the
descriptions given it appears to ha,ve been a
mound, 53 feet in diameter, surrounded by a
circular trench, 16 feet wide, inside of which
was a rude wall of boulder stones, and imide
that again a second and concentric walling of
stones, the space between these being fill ~ d
with earth. Within the second wall the body
of the mound proved to be a cairn of stones.
Several stone cists, from which burnt bones
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and a small urn were recovered, were found in
the tumulus when it was opened up, but its
main interest lies in a remarkable series of
discoveries made in 1819-22. These included
silver orpaments and mutilated pieces of thin
silver plate. The relics have attracted a considerable amount of attention and' have been
frequently illustrated and described (Figs. 30-32) .
See Stuart's Sculptured Stones of Scotland, vol. ii,
App. to Preface, p. 83; Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.,
vi (1864-6), p. 7, and xviii (1883-4), p. 240;
Allen's Early Christian Monts., pp. 368-9;
Anderson's Scotland in Early Christian Times,
2nd series, p. 38; Wilson's Prehistoric Annals,
vol. ii, p. 250.
In its present condition, the tumulus rises to
a height of approximately 12 feet from the
surrounding level of the much destroyed trench
on the north and north-west, and is spread to a
diameter of 60 feet. On the north-east a small
segment of the walling remains, but the construction is apparently much broken.
xxi N.W. 18 August 1925.
STANDING STONES.

79. Standing Stones, Lundin Links.-On the
no
side of the roadway about 400 yards north
of the railway station at Lundin Links, on a
slightly elevated plateau, which forms part of
a golf course, are three tall, unsculptured, and
irregularly shaped pillars of red sandstone
known as the Standing Stones of Lundin (Fig.
18). The New Statistical Accountl records that
"ancient sepukhres are found near them,"
and they are sOIlfetimes spoken of as the burial
stones of Danish chiefs. The three surviving
stones-for a fourth is known to have been in
existence towards the close of the 18th century
-are set in the form of a triangle, the angles
of which would fall very evenly upon the
circumference of a circle with a diameter of 54
feet. In all probability, therefore, they are
the remains of a Stone tircle. Each of them
has been packed at the base with a: setting of
small stones. Although it is not the highest,
the one on the south-east, which stands with a
slight inclination towards the north and the
east, presents the most massive appearance.
The girth at the base is 12 feet 8 inches, but
measurements taken at 5 feet from the ground
give the following dimensions :-north face,
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5 feet 2 inches; south face, 5 feet; east face,
I foot I I inches; west face, 2 feet 2 inches ;
girth, 14 feet 3 inches; and the stone becomes
even wider as its height increases, until near the
top where it again shrinks to a very slightly
rounded extremity. The height is approximately 13 feet 6 inches. The surface is pitted
by the action of the weather and shows greatest
traces of decay on the east, where a crack has
developed. The south stone is set with a
decided inclination towards the south. It is of
very irregular form with a girth at the base of
9 feet 4 inches, expanding to 10 feet at 5 feet
higher up, and suddenly becoming greatly
attenuated at the top. The stone, which does
not exhibit the same noticeable traces of
weathering as the one first described, is approximately 17 feet high. The north stone, which is
set with a slight inclination towards the west,
appears to be still taller. It rises to a height
estimated at 18 feet and has a sharply pointed
top. It shows evidence of weathering at the
north-west corner. Like the others, it increases
in bulk from the base upwards to the middle of
its height, the girth being 9 feet 6 inches at the
base, and 10 feet 2 inches at 5 feet up. See
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxxvii (1902-3), pp. 212-15.
1 Vol. ix, p. 438, 1837.
xxi S.W. 18 August 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Gri!Sculptured Stone.-Thissculpturedstone,
o¥nally found. on the south of Largo estate in
1839, when one portion of it was serving as a
drain-cover, a mile away from the other, was
set up in the grounds at Largo House by
General James Durham, the proprietor. On
the sale of the estate, it was removed to
Arniston, Midlothian, but it has recently been
returned to Largo parish, where it stands in a
roofed and grilled enclosure immediately within
the gateway of the Parish Church. In view of
its history, it is not surprising that it has
suffered much from exposure.
It is an upright slab of red sandstone,
measuring 6 feet 6 inches by 2 feet 6 inches by
5l inches, and of nearly rectangular form but
with a rounded top. On the front is sculptured
in relief, about It inches high, a cross of Celtic
design with double-square hollow angles at the
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intersection of the limbs and a connecting ring
at the outer extremities (Early Christian
Monuments, p. 50, Type 99A). The lower limb
springs directly from a shaft which rests upon a
base I foot 3t inches high by I foot 9 inches
broad . . Base, shaft and cross occupy the
whole length of the stone. There are still
indistinct traces of ornamentation on the ring
and of a flat circular boss at the intersection,
while the arms have apparently been decorated
with an interlaced pattern, now faintly discernible only on the lower arm. There are also
some indications of a spiral or interlaced design
on the shaft, on the sinister side of which a pair
of sea-horses, twisted together, is sculptured in
relief about i inch high.
On the reverse the full face is occupied by
figure and symbol subjects, consisting of three
horsemen, one above the other, accompanied
by two dogs and perhaps an indistinct figure to
the rear of the lowest horseman. The double
disc and Z-shaped rod, placed vertically, are
said to appear in front of the two bottom horsemen, but the design is now very much defaced.
Below the horsemen is a representation, in
double outline, of the elephant symbol, and at
the bottom are two animals resembling deer,
one of which, on the dexter side, has its head
turned backwards.
xxi S.W. 18 August 1925.
381. Canal, Track of, near Largo House.TIt emains of this canal track, about a quarter
of a mile in length, can still be traced in the
field immediately behind Largo home farm
on the north-east side. It is believed to
have been constructed by a former proprietor
of Largo estate, Sir Andrew Wood, so that, on
retiring from active sea-faring life, he could
sail from his mansion house to the parish church
of Largo.
xxi S.W. 18 August 1925.
382. Roman Coins, Norrie's Law.-There is
now in the National Museum" a second brass
of Antonia Augusta struck by the Emperor
Claudius," said to have been found in a sand-pit
at Norrie's Law. It is not, however, a genuine
Roman coin, but a contemporary imitation.
Two silver coins of late date, a Valens, and a
Constantius II are reported to have been found

[LESLIE.

on the same spot. Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.,
Iii (1917-18), pp. 238, 266.
SITES.

~Earth-house, Hatton Law.-Cf. Small's

~ Antiquities in Fife, pp. II3-I4.
xxi S.W.

The O.S. map records sites as under : 384. Gold Armlets found, Temple Hill, 1848.
xxi S.W.
385. Silver Coins found, 1877.
xx N.E.
LESLIE.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

~trathendry Castle.-Behind Strathendry
H~I, a mile and a half west of Leslie, is a good
late 16th-century tower (Fig. 322), which has
been restored and is still occupied. It is oblong
on plan, measuring 39 by 26 feet externally, and
contains three storeys and an attic. The stairtower, which projects I3t feet from the middle
of the north wall, probably replaces an original
but smaller stair in the same position. The
masonry is of rubble with dressings at quoins
and voids. Most of the windows have at
some time or other been enlarged. The eastern
gable is surmounted by a bartizan, with open
rounds at the angles, set forward on a corbel
table of later 16th-century type. The gables
are crow-stepped.
There are two entrances, one from the north
and the other from the south. The latter, which
is obviously not original, is surmounted by a
panel, halved horizontally and containing
in the upper part, as a charge, three hunting horns flanked by the initials T. and F.,
the latter for Forrester; the lower part contains a shield, the under part of which is
indented and bears: On a chevron(?) three
buckles, while the upper part shows the initials
I.L., the latter probably for Lumsden. This
arrangement no doubt represents a marriage.
The northern entrance, set in the western side
of the stair tower, displays a monogram of the
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initials S.E.D., probably for Sir E. Douglas, a ground floor of store-houses and kitchens,
younger son of Douglas of Kirkness, who which survived the fire; above lay a long gallery,
married the Forrester heiress and so- acquired which measured 157 by 23 feet. _ On the south
the property. The monogram is flanked by the a rock garden has been contrived from sundry
fragments of the old south wing.
date 1699.
"'
The basement floor has been a single vaulted
ARMORIAL PANEL, LESLIE HOUSE, ENTRANCE
chamber, but has latterly been divided into LODGE.-Into the modern lodge standing at the
three parts, while the vault above the central east end of the High Street is inserted a 17thdivision has been removed. The western century armorial panel bearing the arms of the
division shows traces of two original windows- Earl of Rothes impaled with a Lindsay coat.
mere slits, while in the eastern gable there seems John, seventh Earl of Rothes (1641-1681),
to have been a kitchen fireplace. On each of married Anne daughter of John, Earl of Crawthe upper floors-save the third which has been ford and Lindsay.
thrown into a single chamber-are two rooms,
1 A charter of 1606 specifies "The Lordship
both modernised, the only features of interest
and
barony of Leslie with the palace." Reg. Mag.
left being a moulded fireplace of stone and a
Sig.,
s.a.; No. 1805. 2 Stat. Acct., vi (1793), p. 53.
wooden moulded mantelshelf, both of which
xxvii
N.E. and xix S.E. 5 August 1927.
date from the end of the 17th century.
DRAW-WELL.-In the courtyard on the
(388) Pitcairn House.-This has been an oblong
southern side of the tower is a draw-well.
ho¥e of the 17th century, measuring 32t feet
J DOVEcOT.-An oblong late 17th-century dove- by 54 feet externally. The east gable, which is
cot, built of rubble, stands 100 yards north-east the only one that remains, indicates that there
of the tower. It measures 20i by 14 feet were at least three storeys in the height; the
externally.
lowest was probably vaulted. The masonry has
HISTORICAL NOTE.-" Strathendry an old been of boulder rubble with dressed quoins.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-There were Pitcairns of
building, the possession antiently of the Strathenries of that Ilk. Then anno 1496, Forrester, that ilk as early at lea.st as the 15th century.
a son of Carden's married the heiress, and it In 1426 the King granted to Henry de Pitcairn
continued in the name of Forrester, till King the lands of the same which his father had
Charles II's time, that a younger son of Kirkness resigned;I and in 1495 a deed involving Henry
married the heiress and got the estate: and his Pitcairn of that ilk was completed "at the
son Mr. John Douglass is the present possessor. "1 principal messuage of Pitcarne."2 In 1609
Thomas Forrester of "Strathanrye" is on . Henry Pitcairn of that ilk is a witness to a
charter. 3
record in 1516 as sheriff-depute of Fife. 2
1 Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. 80. 2 Laing
1 Sibbald's History of Fife, etc. (ed. 1803), pp.
372-3. 2 Sheriff Court Book of Fife (S.H.S.), Charters, No. 223. 3 Ibid., No. 1543.
xix S.E. 9 June 1927P·40 .
xxvii N.W. 10 June 1927.
389 Auchmuir Bridge.-A relatively modern
387. Leslie House.-The original "palace "1 b id e crosses the River Leven at Auchmuir at
of Leslie, which was built round a quadrangle the western extremity of the county. On the
immediately east of the, town of Leslie, was east side is inserted a panel containing a
destroyed by fire in 1763, but the western wing scrolled cartouche bearing: A salt ire (?)
was reconstructed in 1767 by John, Earl of between four unicorns' heads couped; below
Rothes, 2 to form the present mansion. So far the cartouche are a label and what seems to be
as the walls are concerned, the earlier work can a 17th-century date. The cartouche i~ surbe traced only on the east side, where it extends mounted .by a second label. On the west side
for a distance of 63 feet up to a height of two of the bridge another panel has been inserted,
storeys. On the north, however, partly incor- apparently inscribed but indecipherable from
porated in the present .building and partly the river bank.
extending eastward beyond it, is a vaulted
xxvii N.W. TO June 1927.
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STANDING STONE.

t39o:l Standing

Stone

near

Strathendry.-

Ab~tJ100 yards west of the lodge of Strathen-

dry House, on the south side of the roadway
from Leslie to Scotlandwell, a large irregularly
shaped block of sandstone, 5 feet in height at
its highest point, has been utilised to form part
of the dike. It stands with its main axis almost
due east and west, and has a slight inclination
towards the north. It tapers from the base
upwards to a rounded and somewhat pointed
top, its broad flat face to the north measuring
5 feet 7 inches across at 2 feet from the ground.
There are no sculpturings. The girth at the base
is approximately 16t feet and at 3 feet from the
ground II feet 9 inches. The Statistical Account 1
speaks of four large stones, but the others have
been removed . . A stone coffin and urn, says the
same Account, were found beside one of these
stones in 1760.
1 Vol. vi (1793) , p. 52, footnote.
xxvii N.W. 17 June 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.

~ Gallant

Knowe, near Strathendry Castle,

BI~field.-This site is now under cultivation,

and no remains can be traced. The Statistical
Account 1 records that the "round hillock,
called the Gallant Know-being supposed to
consist only of gravel," was made use of to
repair the roads, and that there were discovered
" in the centre a piece of pavement, surrounded
with large stones, containing some bones, and
two spear-heads of copper, the one like the head
of an officer's spontoon, and the other, in the
upper part, like a mason's chisel." The
standing stone No. 390 is between four an<l five
hundred yards to the north-east.
1 Vol. vi (1793), p. 52.
xxvii N.W. 17 June 1925.
392. Cross, near Ingri.-The farm of Ingri is
reputed to be the site of a chapel, but no vestiges
of the building now remain. A cross is recorded
in the New Statistical Account! as having formerly stood immediately below the old farm
steading, and the site is marked on the O.S.
map. The cross itself · has disappeared, but a
base, socketed for the reception of a shaft or

[LESLIE.

pillar, is still to be seen built into the dike on
the north side of the public road, about 600
yards south-east of the farmhouse. It is a
roughly dressed rectangular block of sandstone,
2 feet 7 inches in height and tapering somewhat
from the base upwards, with a socketed recess
on the top measuring IIi inches long by lot
broad by 31 deep. Its north and south faces
measure 2 feet 6 inches across, and its east and
west faces 2 feet 3 inches. The stone is known
to have been removed from the farm, and is, in
all probability, the base of the missing cross.
1 Vol. ix, p. III, footnote.
xix S.E. 17 June 1925.
393. Leslie Church. (I) ROTHES VAUL T.-The
church is modern, but detached from it on the
>'.Grth is the Rothes burial-vault, a featureless
Ijth-century oblong structure built of rubble.
The gables are crow-stepped, and the steps on
the south have been renewed. In the north
gable a door and window can be traced, though
built up.
(2) ARMORIAL PEDIMENT.-A triangular pediment is built into the west boundary wall of the
churchyard. Flanked by a flat-iron and shears,
and surmounting the initials and date I.B.
1636 M.L., is a scrolled cartouche parted per
pale: dexter, a chevron between three fleursde-lis, for Broun of Fordell; sinister, a fess
cheeky and three mullets in chief, for Lindsay.
(3) SUNDIAL.-A plain 17th- or early 18thcentury tabular dial has been built as rubble
into the north-east angle of the church.
xxvii N.E. 10 June 1928.
394. Inscribed Lintels, Leslie.-The small twostoreyed 17th-century house at No. 14 High
Street has a lintel on an upper window dated
and initialled 1675 T.B. I.B., the initials being
separated by a heart . Flanking the inscription
are a spade and what seems to be a faggot. A
house on the north side of the village green has
a door lintel inscribed, I.Z. I.H. 1668, and a
window lintel inscribed, - - A.G.A.R. 40, as well
as a plain tabular sundial.
xxvii N.E. 10 June 1928.

95. The Bull Stone, Leslie.-A relic of the
rura pastime of bull-baiting stands on the town
green. It is a roughly shaped granite boulder
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to which the animal was secured, and its. lower
part is deeply grooved by ropes. l It measures
3! feet in height and is 12 inches in diameter
at the top and 2! feet square at base.
1 New Stat. Acct., ix (1836), p. lIS .
xxvii N.E. 10 June 1928.

[LEUCHARS.

and is diagonally axe-dressed in the interior,
except for such details as shafts, which are
vertically axed. As was usual in buildings of
the type, the wall-heads are stepped, that of the
chancel being lower than that of the nave but
higher than that of the apse. There being
CONSECRATION CROSS Ell

S ITES.

396. Tumulus, near Pitcairn House.- This
tumulus, says the Statistical Account,l was
removed about 1770. In it were discovered
" a stone chest full of human bones," and, at
the east end, "two urns of bluish clay" full of
calcined bones.
1 Vol. vi (1793), p. 52.
xix S.E. 17 June 1925.

The O.S. map records a site as under :397. Christ Church.

PLAN AT WINDOW LE.VE.L

xix S.E.

t

LEUCHARS.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

398. Parish Church, Leuchars.-Though the
CHANC EL.'
rest of it is modern, the chancel and apse
of the parish church of Leuchars (Fig. 324),
which stands on a knoll to the east of the village,
must be reckoned among the best of the few
examples of Romanesque buildings in Scotland.
The "church of Lochres " appears among the
GROUND PLAN
possessions of the Priory of St. Andrews in a
10
5
0
10
20 FEET
+1+1+-1+-1IHI-+I+1+-1+-111-----+1-----1-1 C.5:r.C .
papal confirmation of lI87, but has no place
in one of lI83.l The possible period of erection
FIG. 326.-Parish Church, L euchars (No. 398).
would thus seem to be within the period lI83-87,
and this date accords with the features of the neither parapet nor gutter, the wall-heads are
structure. While still in its original condition, brought forward on corbels wrought with heads
it was dedicated by Bishop Bernham in 1244, of oxen, rams, and monsters, and with human
but the record does not 'give the name of the .' grotesques. The walling is broken by a trigonal
saint, who is usually said to have been Ather- string-course, sculptured on the outer surface
with fine scroll-work where it passes along the
naise or Ethernise.
The chancel is almost square. The apse is chancel, and with a saw-tooth on the apse.
stilted and is ceiled with a vault, the timber The continuation on the nave seems to have
roof above which was removed in the 17th borne a damier pattern. Above and below the
century and replaced by a bell-turret. The string-course the walls are arcaded, the lower
original masonry is of cubical ashlar, built in arcade of the chancel being interlaced but plain,
courses sometimes as much as 14 inches high, while the arches of the upper arcade are not
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interlaced but have a cable enrichment. On
the apse the whole of the arches are richly
ornamented with billet, chevron, and pearl
ornaments. The shafts in the lower arcade of
the apse are coursed. Elsewhere they are pillars. *
Their bases are simply moulded and are of three
patterns. Their capitals have square-edged
abaci and are of cushion type, some being
enriched with slightly voluted foliage . The
windows, of which there are three in the chancel
and three in the apse, are all in the upper arcade.
They are narrow, with semi-circular heads, but
are widely splayed internally.
The bell-turret abuts directly on the gable of
the chancel and is borne on the vault of the
apse. Its lower part is set back from the face
of the apse wall while the upper part, which is
octagonal on plan, is set back from that below.
It is built of ashlar, with back-set margins at the
belfry openings, and terminates in a domed stone
roof, surmounted by a weathercock, apparently
of lead.
As regards the interior, the chancel arch is
lofty and narrow, being only 8 feet rot inches
wide, and both it and its piers are in recessed
orders, the arch itself being enriched with a
damier pattern, a small 'chip carved' band,
and a simple chevron. A moulded course,
enriched on the upper and outer surfaces with
a lozenge pattern, runs along the walls of the
chancel at the level of the window sills. The
windows, slightly bonnet-shaped, are provided
with nook-shafts, and their arches have a
cabled hood. The sanCtuary arch, 8 feet 5
inches wide, has a billet enrichment, which is
not common in Scotland, and its hood and inner
orders are embellished with a chevron. Although
perhaps less successful than that used in similar
circumstances at Dalmeny (see Inventory,
Midlothian and West Lothian, No. 322), the
method of vaulting the apse is interesting. At
the true diameter on plan a semi-circular
transverse arch springs from wall-shafts, which
rise from the decorated sill-course. The area
thus defined is covered in three . webs,'
supported on stout ribs, simply moulded on
three faces, which run as half arches up to the
transverse arch. The remainder 'of the apse
roof is an ordinary barrel-vault.
INCISED MARKINGs.-On the western face of
the north side of the sanctuary arch a cross,

* Several of them have been restored.

[LEUCHARS.

probably a consecration cross, is incised within
a circle 8 inches in diameter. On the same face
of the south side are two small crosses, 4t inches
and 3 inches in diameter, which are not likely
to have been consecration crosses, while on the
central member of the north jamb is cut a fourpointed star. In addition to these carvings
there are numerous masons' marks.
TOMBsToNEs.-In front of the chancel arch '
is a tombstone 6 feet r inch by 2 feet III inches.
It is inscribed in late Lombardic lettering: HOC.
TEGITV /R.LAPIDE.COR /PVS.PROBI.VIR/I. ROBERTI.
CAR /NEGY. DE . KYN /NARD. MILITI/S. SENATORII/
ORDINIS. QVI.OBIIT. IN . CAS/TRO. DE. LVTH/ERS.
QVINTO/DIE. MENSIS / IANVARII. A/NNO. D VI (sic)
r565 / ET.AETATIS.SV /AE.ANNO.55 (" Under this
stone lies the body of the worthy Sir Robert
Carnegie of Kinnaird Lord of Session, * who
died in the castle of Leuchars on 5 January
1565 and in the 55th year of his age ").
Three other tombstones have lately been
built into the south wall within the church.
The eastern stone, 7 feet Ii inches by 3 feet
II inches, has a marginal inscription with a
hand to mark the beginning: HIC.IACET.VIR.
PROBVS.AC.OMNI.MEMORIA t .DIGNVS.D( OMI)N(V)S .
GVILLIELMVS.BRVCEVS.DE.E /RLISHAL.MILES. QVI.
OBIIT.28.DIE. / MENSIS.IANVARII.ANNO.D(OMI)NI.
I584.ANNOQVE.SVE.AETATIS. / 98. Within the
inscription are three panels. The upper, flan~ed
at each side by an eagle, bears a skull and thIgh
bone with the motto MORS.OMNIVM.EST.FINIS.
(" D~ath is the end of all ") . . The central pane~,
set within a scrolled fohaceous border, IS
armorial and contains the Bruce arms with a
mullet in the dexter chief for difference, supporters and crest; it is flanked by the initials
W.B. and surmounted by the motto BE TREV.
The third panel, flanked at either side by an
angel, is inscribed with the rhyming couplet:
HEIR.LYIS.OF.AL / PIETE.ANE.LA /NTERN.BRYCHT.
'/SCHIR.VILLZAM. /BRVCE.OF.ERLISH/AL.KNY(C)HT.
The second stone, originally recumbent,
measures 6 feet 4 inches by I foot 6 inches, and
on it four niches are carved in low relief. In
the outer niches are, respectively, a skull and
thigh bone, the inscription VAILAT (sic ?VALEAT)
GLORIA MVNDI (" Farewell, the glory of the

* Senator of the College of Justice is the formal
title of a Lord of Session.
t Originally spelt MEMOMRIA and corrected by
chiselling off the superfluous M.
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world "), a skeleton, and, apparently, MEMENTO.
TE.MEI. while the central shields are inscribed
with the rhyming couplet: THIS / SEPVLTVR /
THAT ZE / HEIR SE / FOR ERLISHAL / AND HIS /
POSTERETE.
The third stone, 7 feet It inches by 3 feet
5 inches, has a marginal inscription: D. AGNES
LYNDESA Y LADYTO WILLIAM BRVCE OF ERLISHALL
WHO IN HER LIFE WAS CHARITABL/E TO THE
POORE AND PROFITAB/LE TO THAT HOVSE DYED
1635 OF HER AGE 68 AND WAITETH HEERE / IN
HOPE. Within the inscription is incised an
effigy of Dame Agnes in the costume of the
period with her initials; on a shield are the
Lindsay arms: A fess checky between three
stars in chief and a hunting horn in base.
I Reg. Prior. S. And., p. 63; d. p. 56 fi.
Cf. Eccles. Arch., i, p. 309.
iv S.E. 18 September 1925.
/

[LEUCHARS.

of the main stair, beyond which is the doorway
leading into the ground floor. The stair does
not rise beyond the first floor. Above this,

SECULAR BUILDINGS.

399--: ;Pitcullo Castle.-On a small rocky mound
be iere the modern mansion of Pitcullo, 2! miles
south-west of Leuchars village, is the ruin of a
late 16th-century house (Fig. 258), which has
been three storeys high with an undercroft at its
eastern end. Originally it has consisted of a
single block with a wing projecting southwards
from its south-west angle to house the main
stair. A second wing was subsequently added
at the south-east. Had it been attached to
either of the walls in the ordinary way, it would
have interfered too seriously with the existing
windows. It was accordingly so placed against
the angle that the latter projected into it for
some distance, giving it the shape of the letter L.
The masonry is of rubble, harled, with the
dressings exposed. Although the northern
angles are rounded, they too are formed in
rubble, as is a small rounded tower which
projects on the north to contain the service
stair. The only string-course is one on the front
wall of the second wing. On the south the
comers of both wings are broadly chamfered
towards the ground, while each of the outer
comers has been furnished with a turret borne
on corbelling. The western turret, which alone
remains complete, is unusual both in design
and in detail (Fig. 256).
The entrance (Fig. 258), protected by a gunloop, opens within the original wing at the foot
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FIG. 327.-Pitcullo Castle (No. 399).

however, the wing has two floors, each containing a small room reached by a turret-stair
corbelled out within the re-entrant angle. This
turret, as well as the small stair-tower on the
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north side, is developed from the round to a
rectangular plan about wall-head level.
Besides small mural chambers behind both
stairs, the ground floor contains two vaulted
apartments, which are divided unequally by a
parpen wall. The one on the west, which is lit
from north and south, has been the kitchen and
has in the gable a large fireplace with an oven
in one jamb and a window in the other. Opposite
the fireplace a central door, built up in the 18th
century, opened into the inner chamber, while
a doorway farther north in the same wall leads
to the service stair and also to a stair giving
access to the undercroft. After the blocking of
the approach through the kitchen, this inner
chamber was entered through what had been a
window in its southern wall but was converted
into a door. It is lit from the east and has had
a fireplace inserted in the gable. The L-shaped
apartment to which it gave access has no fireplace and was obviously not a living-room. It
is lit from the south, and is provided with a gunloop of unusual design in the south-west angle.
The undercroft is an unvaulted cellar, lit from
a low south window, with an entrance for stores
in the gable and aumbries in each wall.
On the first floor the two principal rooms,
which are of the same size as those beneath
have mural closets. Each has in its easter~
. wall a 16th-century fireplace, which has been
reduced in size in the century following, and
the parpen wall has been made sufficiently
thick in the middle to carry the flues of the
western room.
The top floor of the main block is represented
only by part of the eastern room. The two
little chambers, one above another, in the
original wing were panelled in the 18th century
with wooden stiles and plaster panels. The
panelling of the upper one has been covered
at a later time with a decoration of natural
shells.
HISTORICAL NOTE. - David Balfour of
" Petcullo " was dead before January 1514/5.1
" In King James Ill's reign it was the Sybbald's,
afterwards the Balfour's, and of late it is the
Trents."2
1 Sheriff Court Book of Fife (S.H.S.), p. 4.
2 Sibbald's History of Fife, etc. (ed. 1803), p. 416.
viii N.W. 16 September 1925.
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Earlshall.-Earlshall (Fig. 325), which
st :nds three-quarters of a mile east of Leuchars
village, was in a ruinous state about 1890, but has
since then been judiciously and carefullyrestored.
The house forms the northern side and northwest angle of a courtyard, which is now enclosed on the south by a range of outbuilding,
on the west by a screen wall, and on the east
by a modern balustrade opening to the topiary
garden. In the original lay-out of 1546, when
Earlshall was built by Sir William Bruce, the
western side of the courtyard was occupied
by a range of outbuilding which terminated in
the little tower, still to be seen at the southwest corner, while on the south and east sides
were screen walls. The screen walls were mbsequently replaced by the present south range
and by a range on the east, which has long since
been demolished. It was possibly at that time
that the west range of the original lay-out was
pulled down, only its outer wall being left to
form the present screen.
The entrance to the courtyard, which is still
on the west, is protected by a gun-loop on its
south side. It is an archway, 5 feet 4t inches
wide, heavily splayed at the arris and having a
semicircular head. In the walling above is a
panel, now covered by a growth of creeper,
which is understood to bear Sir William's
coat of arms. Above this again are the remains
of a battlement corbelled out in a semicircular
projection above the entrance. To the south
of the archway is the little tower already
referred to. It is L-shaped on plan, and contains three storeys, the two lower of which are
vaulted; its stair gives access to the parapetwalk which passes over the entrance. At the
north end of the screen wall is the gable of the
stair-wing with its five storeys, the uppermost
an attic with a dormer window, in the pediment
of which are the initials W.B. and A.L. for
William Bruce and Agnes Lindsay (see p. I92).
The house consists of a main block, 59 by 27i
feet, with a rectangular wing 18 by 191 feet,
projecting southwards at its west end; in the
re-entrant angle is a rounded stair-tower,
while at the north-east corner there is a large
oval t9wer, 16 feet in diameter, between
which and the east wall of the main block a
turret staircase is corbelled out. The main
block contains four storeys, the uppermost
being a garret, and the stair-tower is sur-
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a sea-otter and a mullet for difference. The
initials flanking the shield seem t o be M.M., for
Margaret Meldrum. On a larger panel above,
which is in good preservation, are the Bruce
arms, flanked by the initials W.B. The door
opens into a passage, from which one can enter
in turn each of a series of three vaulted
chambers which occupy the full extent of the
ground floor. A door in the eastmost of these
leads to a similar chamber in the north-east

mounted by a look-out within a parapet. The
masonry throughout is of rubble with freestone
dressings. The wall-head cornice returns downward as a sill-course round the upper windows.
These windows, being semi - dormers, have
pediments, the western bearing within a shield
parted per pale: dexter, a saltire and chief, for
Bruce; sinister, a fess cheeky between three
stars in chief and a hunting horn in base, for
Lindsay. Above the shield is a helm with a
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From plans by the late Sir Robert Lorimer.
FIG. 328.-Earlshall (No. 400).
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horse's head for crest. On either side are
• wodehouses' as supporters. The eastern
pediment bears a shield parted per pale:
dexter, a saltire and chief; sinister, a fess
cheeky between three stars in chief and a
hunting hom in base. A third pediment on the
north-east tower has the initials W.B. and D .A.L.
borne on two hearts intertwined, for William
Bruce and Dame Agnes Lindsay (see p. 192).
The lowest windows of this tower are dumbbell shaped.
The entrance is at the stair-foot in the reentrant angle. Above it is a small weatherworn
panel bearing a shield charged apparently with

FEEl

tower. None of the four has been a livingroom. The vaulted apartment in the wing, on
the other hand, has been the original kitchen.
It is now greatly altered but retains some
traces of the fireplace arch and also a sink in the
west wall.
The first floor of the main block is in three
divisions, the central portion being the Hall.
This h as a fireplace 91 feet wide in the south
wall. The lintel bears an armorial panel, on
which the shield, surmounted by a helm with
a horse's head for crest and supported by a
• wodehouse' and a griffin, is parted per pale:
dexter, a saltire and chief, in the collar point a
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fleur-de-Iys, for Bruce; sinister, quarterly, 1st runs as a frieze along . the side walls, are the
and 4th, three buckles on a bend or belt; 2nd mottoes: (1) A . NICE. WYF / AND. A . BACK.
and 3rd, a lion rampant, for Leslie (?). Flanking DOORE / OFT . MAKETH .A . RICH / MAN . POORE.
the shield are the initials A.B. and E.L. The
(2) GIVE. LIBERALYE / TO. NEIDFVL . FOLKE /
walls are panelled in pine. The plaster ceiling DENYE . NANE . OF / THAM . AL . FOR . LITLE /
has a central circular panel with a moulded THOV. KNAVEST. HE/IR. IN. THIS. LYF. QVHA /T.
pediment. The flagged floor is mainly original. CHAVNCE. MAY. THE. BEFALL.
The division east of the Hall, along with the
(3) TRY. AND. THEN / TRVST . EFTER. GVDE /
three rooms in the upper floors of the north- ASSVRANCE /BOT . TRVST . NOT/OR. YE . TRY. FOR.
east tower, appears to have formed a suite of FEAR/OF. REPENTANCE.
private apartments, accessible by the turret
(4) BE. MERRYE . AND / GLAID . HONEST. AND /
staircase adjoining. The western division may VERTEOVS /FOR. THAT. SVFFICETH/THE . ANGER.
have been the 'screens,' and a timber screen OF . THE /INVYOVS.
has been inserted, while the walls have been
The main ·staircase does not go beyond the
panelled. There is an angular recess at the second floor; which is entered through an old
north-west corner, from which a stair descends oak door. The upper room over the stair, and
to the cellar below, while the opposite wall -the look-out above it, are reached from a turretcontains a little garderobe with an entrance stair.
lobby. In the wing is another panelled room,
The southern range (Fig. 330), built in the 17th
opening off the' screens' and also entered from century against the original south-west tower, is
the main staircase. The ceiling is planked and two-storeyed and provided additional kitchen
bears in the centre a painted circular panel, accommodation on the lower storey, with a large
bordered with scroll work, containing the arms kitchen fireplace and flue in the east gable. At
of Bruce impaling Lindsay (Fig. 124) with the the east epd of the range is a little structure,
initials W.B. and D .A.L. (identified above) and _apparently a later addition, which has been
the date 1636.
virtually rebuilt in the restoration.
The small tower and southern range, low-set
In the main block the second floor is devoted
to a Gallery, a noble chamber, 50 feet 8 inches in comparison with the main house opposite,
. by 18 feet 6 inches, remarkable for its fine have been so treated in the restoration that
coved timber ceiling (Fig. 329) decorated in they add greatly to the beauty of the courttempera with coats of arms, animals real or yard. Within the courtyard is a draw-well
fabulous, and initials. It is dated 1620 but with a modern curb.
was restored in 1892,* and is separately deOAK.-PANELs.-Inset in the modern panelling
scribed at the end of the article. In the west of the room on the second floor of the northwall of the gallery the larger of the two fire- east tower, are two oak panels painted in oil,
places has a scrolled panel resting on the cornice which are understood to have been removed
and containing a shield in relief, parted per pale: from Leuchars Church. One bears the arms of
the dexter for Bruce, the sinister-a black demi- Bruce and the other those of Lindsay, the latter
otter crowned gold issuing from a blue fess with the initials A.L., and both are dated 1622.
wavy-for Meldrum. The shield is supported by
TEMPERA-PAINTED CEILING IN GALLERY.'wodehouses' and is flanked by Sir William's The ceiling is formed of boarding, which is
initials D.W.B., while the initials M.M., for carried down the caving and for a short distance
Margaret Meldrum, his wife, occur below it with down the side walls to form a frieze, on which
the motto, CONTEMNO /MENTE / /ET ORNO /MANV. is painted the arcading previously referred to.
In the upper part of the panel is the inscription, There are thirteen longitudinal rows of circular
AEDES. HAS. EXTRVE / BAT. D . W . B. AN. 1546 / or square panels, now numbering 218 in all,
EXTRVXIT . TANDEM / W . B . EIVS . PRO NEPOS / linked by scroll-work and containing devices
ANNO.1617 (" William Bruce began to build in black and white, either heraldic or taken from
this house iI1 1546; it was completed by his the natural history of the time. In the following
great-grandson William Bruce in 1617 "). description the rows are read in success,ion,
Above the .fireplace, in a painted arcade that beginning at the south-east corner, but only
the Scottish blazons are given in detail. The
* Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxxviii (1903-4). p. 160.
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inscriptions and initials in capital letters are as
they appear on the ceiling.
The devices in the first row are obliterated.
Second row: I. KING OF SVADEN. 2. KING of
[E]NGLAND. 3. KING OF NAVERN (Navarre).
4. KING OF ARAGON. 5. KING OF CYPRVS. 6.
[KIN]G OF SPAIN. · 7. THE QVE[EN] OF LORAINE.
8. THE DUK OF tORAINE. 9. THE ERL OF
SVETHERLAND: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three
mullets; 2nd and 3rd, a boar's head couped.
10. THE LIORD OF LORNE: Quarterly, 1st and
4th, a lymphad; 2nd and 3rd, a garb in chief
and a fess cheeky. II. THE ERL OF ANGVS:
Quarterly, 1st, a lion rampant; 2nd, a lion
rampant surmounted by a bend; 3rd, yair, a
chevron, 4th, a fess cheeky surmounted by three
buckles on a bend. 12. THE ERL OF ARGYLL:
Quarterly, 1st and 4th, gyronny of eight; 2nd
and 3rd, a lymphad; over all the motto I BYD
MY TY[M]. 13. THE ERL OF ATHOLE: Quarterly,
1st and 4th, a fess cheeky, 2nd and 3rd, paly of
three, with the motto [F]VRTH FORT[V]N AND
FIL eYE] FETTERS. 14. THE ERL OF AEROLL:
Three escutcheons, two and one, within a
tressure; for motto SERVA IVGVN (i.e. jugum).
15. A representation of a dog(?).
In the third row the six eastmost panels are
obliterated. The remainder contain: 7. COATIMONDl (a Brazilian animal).
8. An alligator(?). 9. A tiger. 10. A lion. II. SHOE-LYON
(she-lion). 12. MOVSE OF ARABIA. 13. CAMELION
(chameleon). 14. A boar(?). 15. CVNING (rabbit).
The. fourth row is heraldic. I. MELCHIOR
KING OF ARABY. 2. BALTHASAR KING OF SABA.
3. GASPAR KING OF THARSE (Thrace ? Tarsus ?).
4. KING OF SWADRIK. 5. KING OF CASTILE. 6.
KING OF NEAPOLIS. 7. THE KING OF BEWME
(Bohemia). 8. Initials E.W., a hound's head
, gorged for crest and two savages for supporters.
The shield is charged: An (oak ?) tree growing,
probably for Watson. 9. Initials E.L.: paly,
three buckles on a bend, for Leslie. 10. C. or
G.R.: paly, a lion rampant. The shield is
supported by two dogs. II. Initials E.L.:
three mullets in chief and a fess cheeky, for
Lindsay. The shield is supported by griffins.
12. Initials W.B. and D.A.L. (see p. 193). 13.
ERL OF ARRANE: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three
cinquefoils; 2nd and 3rd, a galley. The shield
is supported by stags, a tree and hurdle issue
from the coronet as crest, and the motto is
THROVGHT (for "Through "). 14. YE ERL OF

[LEUCHARS.

BVCHOVHANN (i.e . Buchan): Quarterly, 1st and
4th,a fess cheeky; 2nd and 3rd, three garbs.
The shield is supported by cranes; the motto is
IVDGE NOCHT. 15. A dog(?).
In the fifth row the first three panels are
obliterated. NO.4. bears DROMEDARIE, 5.
WOLFE. 6. SPHINX. 7. A hound and a bearded
animal with tusks. 8. GREYHVND. 9. Anasswith
an ape on its back. 10. A bear and a monkey.
II. ELEPHANT. 12. RHINOCEROS. 13. A hound(?) .
14. A crab.
The sixth row starts with the arms of the
EMPEROVR OF ROME. 2. LR. with the royal
arms and the motto IN DEfENCE. 3. KING OF
FRANCE. 4. KING OF HVNGARY. 5. PRINCE OF
ORAGNGE. 6. KING OF GRIE.LAND. 7. THE
D . . . LAVE (Duke of Slavia). 8. Initials
W.B. and the Bruce arms with their motto
BE.TREV and the date 1620. 9. Initials E.R., for
Earl of Rothes : Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three
buckles on a bend; 2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant.
The shield is supported by griffins. 10. Initials
A.S.: A lion rampant grasping a scimitar in
its right paw, for Scrymgeour. The crest is a
scimitar, and the supporters are two hounds.
II. Initials D.M.M. - a heart separating the
latter two: A demi-otter crowned • issuing
from a fess wavy, for Meldrum, with a mullet
for difference in the dexter chief point. 12.
Initials D.E.S.: A fess cheeky surmounted
by three buckles on a bend, for Stewart.
The supporters are lions rampant. 13. LORD
BORTHIK: Three cinquefoils. For crest a
Turk's head, two angels as s,upporters, and the
. motto QVI CONDY (for Qui conduit). 14. LORD
LINDESA Y: a fesschecky and three mullets in chief.
For crest a swan, two griffins for supporters.
Motto, LVFE BOT DREID. 15. A bear(?).
In the seventh row the seven eastern panels
are missing. 8. has initials W.B. and D.A.L.
9. W.B.16D.20A.L. 10. RAM OF ARABIA. II.
OSTRAG (ostrich). 12. A dog(?). 13. HYDRA.
14. An armadillo(?). 15. A turtle.
The eighth row starts with IOSOVA DVKE OF
ISRAEL. 2. ALEXANDER THE CONQVEROR. 3.
IVLIVS CAESAR. 4. KING OF POLE. 5. KING OF
FRIESLAND. 6. EMPRIOVR of IVDEA. 7. THE
DVK OF SPRVSSI (? Prussia). 8. Initials D.A.L.
with three mullets in chief, a fess cheeky and a
hunting horn in base, for Lindsay (see p. 192).
9. Initials E.D.: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a cross
crosslet fitchy issuing from a crescent; 2nd
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and 3rd, a chevron between three mascles. The
supporters are hounds. 10. Initials M.D.: A
chevron between three crescents, for Durie.
The supporters are hounds. II. D.L. with a
star between the letters: Quarterly, 1st and
4th, two mullets in chief; 2nd and 3rd, three
mullets in chief, a hunting horn below. 12.
W.B. and D.A.L. on two hearts intertwined
(see p. 194). 13. THE ERL OF CASSELLIS:
Within a double tressure fiory-counter-fiory a
chevron between three cross crosslets fitchy;
crest, a bird's head; supporters, two cranes;
motto, AVICEE LEYNE (for Avise la fin). 14.
ERL OF CRAVFVRD: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a
fess checky; 2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant;
crest, a swan; motto, ENDVRE FORT. 15. A
kid.
In the ninth row are I. cow. 2. HORSE. 3.
NYLGHAV. 4. THE KNEV MARE. 5. BORE (boar) .
6. SEMI-WLPA (? VVLPA). 7. A winged archer.
8. MVST.KET (for MUSK CAT). 9. A pelican. 10.
A reindeer. II. A baboon. 12. A stork. 13. A
tapir.
The tenth row starts with the armsand label
2. HECTOR PRINCE OF
of IVDAS MACCABEVS.
TROY. 3. DAVID KING OF ISRAEL. 4. KING OF
PORTINGAL. 5. KING OF DENMARK. 6. KING OF
YRLAND. 7. THE ERL OF MARC HE : Quarterly,
1st and 4th grand quarters; quarterly, 1st and
4th, three fieurs-de-lys within a double tressure
fiory-counter-fiory; 2nd and 3rd a fess checky ;
2nd and 3rd grand quarters, within a double
tressure fiory-counter-fiory a lion rampant, on
an inescutcheon at · fess a cross between four
cinquefoils. 8. TEMPERANTIA. 9. CHARITAS.
10. SPES. II. FIDES. 12. LIORD CATHCART:
Three cross crosslets fitchy issuing out of as
many crescents; crest, a hand issuing out of a
wreath holding up a crescent motto, I HOIP TO
SPEED.
13. Unlabelled: Quarterly 1st and
4th, a lion rampant surmounted by a bend or
baton; 2nd and 3rd, three cinquefoils; crest,
a serpent issuing out of a wreath above a
coronet; supporters, two lions; motto, GOD·
SEND GRAICE. 13. ERL OF MONTROSE: Quarterly,
1st and 4th, three escallops; 2nd and 3rd,
three roses .; supporters, an eagle, and a crane;
crest, a heron's head; motto, NON OBLIE (for
N' oubliez). 14. An animal.
The eleventh row shows I. ASSE. 2. ALCE
(elk). 3. PANTHER. 4. HYENA. 5. MEERTRICK
(martin). 6. GENITHA (genetta, a "civet ").

[LEUCHARS.

7. APE OF ARABIA. 8. A female figure probably
representing" Gluttony" or " Intemperance,"
9. A vulture. 10. A wolf. II. RAM. 12. OTTER.
13. PORCAPINE. 14. An armadillo(?).
In the twelfth row: 1. GODFREY DVKE
OF BOVLOGNE. 2. ARTHVR KING OF BRYTYNE.
CHARLES YE MALIGNE.
4. KING OF IERVSALEM.
5. KING OF NORWAy. · 6. KING OF
SILITIA (Silesia).
7. THE DVK OF LENNOX-

3.

Quarterly, 1st and 4th, within a tressure three
fieurs-de-lys; 2nd and 3rd, a fess checky, on
an inescutcheon at fess a saltire between four
cinquefoils. 8. IVSTITIA. 9. FORTITVDO. 10.
PRVDENTIA. II. THE ERL OF PEARTH: Three
wavy bars; crest, a sleuth hound ; motto,
GANGE WARIE and the initials E.I.D. (Earl
James Drummond, . created 1605). 12. THE
ERL OF MAR: Quai"tedy, 1st and 4th, a bend
between six cross crosslets fitchy; 2nd and 3rd,
a pale; crest, a hand grasping a sword. 13.
THE ERL OF MORTOVN. The shield is obliterated
by the heightening of a window. 14. LIORD
CARLEIL:
Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a cross
fiory; 2nd and 3rd, a passion cross; on an
inescutcheon at fess three mullets in chief and
a saltire; supporters, two cranes; motto,
HVMILETIE. 15. An ani~al.
In the thirteenth row some spaces are blank.
The others show: 2. Two hounds. 3. A deer
pierced by an arrow. 4. A hare being chased by
another animal. 6. A porcupine or hedgehog.
7. A fox and goose. 8. A bat . 9. A fish with
bird pecking its back. 10. A crested bird on
water. II. A crocodile or alligator. 12. A
duck. 14. and 15. Sea-monsters.
See Introd., p xliii.
Cf. Cast. and Dom. Arch., ii, p. 282.
iv S.E. 17 September ·I925.

~ Leuchars Castle.-In a low-lying field
beside the railway line, 600 yards north of
Leuchars Church, is a great oval mound with
regularly scarped sides, some 25 feet high and
commanded only from the west, where the
ground rises to the 50 feet contour. It measures
100 yards in length by 60 . yards in breadth
across the level summit, and is now cultivated,
although pieces of stone with mortar, oystershell pinnings, and fragments of glass and tile
can be picked up on the surface, while stones
heaped up on the north-east side bear traces of
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late mediaeval masonwork. It is evidently a
large mote-hill, later utilised as the foundation
of a stone castle, which was occupied at least
as late as 1565,1 and of which part was still
standing at the close of the IBth century. It
. was then described as "part of an old house,
commonly called the castle of Leuchars, built
upon a forced bank of earth, on the edge of
a swamp, surrounded by a deep and broad moat,
inclosing about 3 acres of ground." There was
said to be a "draw-well" on the mound,
communicating by a "covered drain" with
the moat, so that when the moat was drained
the well went dry. 2
In a publication of 1723 the castle is described
as " the Palace of Leuchers formerly belonging
to the Earls of Southesk. . . . There is one
apartment of six rooms, with marble chimneypieces, and wainscoted with oak, curiously
done, may serve any nobleman."3
ENGRAVED PLATE.-In 1923 Dr. Mears,
Leuchars, discovered on the ploughed land
close to and south of the castle mound a thin
bronze plate, which had been rolled up. It was
found to be circular but much frayed and
broken at the edges, with diameters of II! and
lOt inches (Fig. 332). The centre is occupied
by a slightly engraved figure clad in mail and
surcoat, the latter descending below the knees.
The helmet is flat-topped with a central boss,
while the right arm is extended backwards in
the act of swinging a sword, in attack upon a
monster and a triangular shield is held on
the breast. The shield is of medium size
and has a boss, from which radiate triple
decorative lines. The circumference has apparently been filled in with five similar figures of
knight and monster standing outwards, but
only the lower parts remain. At various
parts of the surface are the capital letters,
LR.A.-N.L-V.L, some of which are repeated.
The costume is of a date in the late 12th or the
first half of the 13th century. At some later
time the plate had been patched in places. It
is now in the National Museum.
1 See Tomb of Sir Robert Carnegie in No.
39B. 2 Stat. Acct., xviii (1796), pp. 591-2. 3 A
] ourney Through Scotland, p. 94.
iv S.E. IB September 1925.
402. Dovecot, Leuchars Castle.-A fine 17thc tury dovecot of unusually ornate type

[LEUCHARS·

stands in a field 300 yards south of the farmhouse of Leuchars Castle, and 200 yards east
of the castle site. It is circular on plan, having
a girth of 641 feet, and the walls rise, broken
by two moulded string-courses, to an elaborate
corbelling of four members bearing a pyramidal
slated roof. The entrance faces south-east and
has an arched head dated [16]61. The lower
string-course returns upward above the entrance '
to enclose an armorial panel, now missing. The
four lowest members of the corbelling are
sculptured and bear respectively a male head,
a terminal figure, a female figure from the
waist upwards, and the figure of an angel.
The entrance is fitted with double doors, and
the nests are of stone.
iv S.E. IB September 1925.

.

~Dovecot,

Earlshall.-Some 70 yards
of the courtyard of Earlshall
is a dovecot of unusual type. It is built of
rubble, with a single string-course on the walls,
and is oblong on plan, measuring 16 feet 5
inches by 22 feet 4 inches externally. There
are two stor eys, each with a window, and the
gables are skewed. The entrance to the lower
part has on each side an angled opening with a
stone shelf, through which apparently the
birds entered. A small panel set over the lower
entrance bears initials A.B. and the date 1599.

so~hls~uth-west

iv S.E. 17 September 1925.

~ Dovecot,

South Dron.- In the park

s~est of the farmhouse stands a rectangular
dovecot of the 17th century, which measures
14 by I2! feet. The masonry is rubble, and
there has been a string-course, now removed.
The flanks are crow-stepped.
viii N.W. 9 May I9zB.
405. Guard Bridge. - This fine mediaeval
b .d "' (Fig. 62) crosses the River Eden
3t miles west of St. Andrews. There are
six arches, all unribbed and chamfered at
the arris, the most easterly arch being smaller
and lower than the others. The width of
the soffits is 131 feet, and the roadway is
I2t feet wide. There are three refuges on
each side, but these may be relatively modern,
since the parapets have been rebuilt. Centred
on the northern or down-water side of the
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bridge is a panel bearing a shield flanked by in a sand-pit at Brackmont Mill, one mile
the initials I.B. and with an archiepiscopal staff north-west of Leuchars. Portions of five urns
behind. It bears: Quarterly, ISt and 4th, a have been discovered, one of them . confess between three mascles; 2nd and 3rd, on a taining a smaller vessel, a bone pin, a small
chevron an otter's head erased, all for James naturally curved bone or fibula(?), and some
Beaton, Archbishop of St. Andrews (1522-39). human bones. In another were the bones of
These arms appear to be represented also on a a male adult, which had been subjected to
much decayed panel on the southern or up- great heat.
water side of the bridge, and show that this
iv S.E. (unnoted).
bridge was repaired at the instance of the
Archbishop in the early 16th century.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-" Guard" is a corLOGIE.
ruption of the real name of the bridge, which,
as "Legare (= lie gare)-brig," was built "at
SECULAR BUILDING.
great expense" by Bishop Wardlaw of St.
Castle.-The ruins of Cruivie
Andrews (1404-40), founder of the University.l .
stand beside the steading of South
As "the Gair Bridge" it was among those to be
repaired in 1685 from the revenues of " vacant Straiton Farm. The site is an outcrop of rock,
stipends."2 In Pennant's Tour in Scotland rising some 20 feet above the immediately
(1772) it is the" Gair-bridge."3 As an explanation of the name the Rev. Mr. Lyon suggested
Gare, taking it to be a Gaelic word signifying
" a fishing station."4 But this word is properly
Yare and is English. More probably the word
l
in question is the fairly common Gare or Gaire,
. in its meaning of a triangular piece of ground,
the River Eden here following a Z-shaped
course.
lScotichr., VI, xlvii. 2 Acts Parl. Scot.,
viii, p. 474. 3 Vol. iii, p. 188. 4 Histor.'Y of St.
Andrews, i, p. 212.
viii N .E. 9 May 1928.

~ Cr~ivie

&.:s~li

t
7r

MISCELLANEOUS.

---- Armorial Panel, Pitlethie.- An armorial
406.
panel, dating from about the 17th century, is
built into the east wall of Pitlethie House. The
shield bears: A lion rampant within a double
tressure flory-counter-flory, the bend in the
tail· of the animal being closed by a link. The
supporters are two unicorns gorged and chained
to shackles, and above is a mitre, on which are
three trefoils, the whole surmounted by an orb
and cross.
A " Hunting Lodge" at Pitlethie is marked
as a site on the O.S. map.
iv S.E. 18 September 1925.
406a. Urn-Field, Brackmont Mill.- In Sept.Nov. 1931 a group of cinerary urns was exposed
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FIG. 333.- Cruivie Castle (No. 407).

surrounding levels. The enclosing hollow may
indicate a ditch, or alternatively, the quarry
from which the stone for the fabric was taken.
The masonry is of unusual character for the
locality, being mainly whin-rubble masonry
in large blocks, brought to courseS and built
with pinnings. The building seems to date from
the late 15th or early 16th century. It is
L-shaped on plan, the main block lying north
and south with the re-entrant angle opening .
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to the north-east. The walls, though breached
in places, still stand to a height of over 20 feet,
but many of the dressings, which were of freestone, have been removed. Those that are left
at the voids are chamfered at the arris.
.
The entrance has been at first-floor level
opening directly into the main block near the
southern end of its west wall, and access to the
ground floor has been by a stair against the
south wall. There is no direct communication
between main block and wing at ground-floor
level but a breach in the north wall may
represent an external door. Both main block
and wing were here ceiled in wood and each
part comprised a single cellar.
On the first floor both parts were vaulted,
and again each part comprised a single chamber,
though it is possible that the southern end of
the main block may have been partitioned off
in timber to form the 'screens.' If so, the
inner part of the main block would be the Hall,
which would be lit from north and east, although
it can have had no fireplace. The wall by which
the wing is partitioned off contains a straight
stair ascending to the upper floor, and at the
foot of this stair there has been a door opening
into the first-floor chamber of the wing, a room,
measuring l41 by lot feet, with a garderobe
in the south-east angle, venting externally, a
fireplace in the north wall, and one window looking south. The second floor is ruinous, and its
details cannot be determined.
In the arrangement of this building there are
' certain points to which attention may be
directed :-the entrance is not placed in or
near the re-entrant angle; on the ground
floor there is no communication between main
block and wing; the staircase resembles a stair
at Tulliallan Castle in position and character.
HISTORICAL NOTE. - In l509 Sir James
Sandilands of Calder, Midlothian, granted to his
uncle, James Sandilands, his half of the lands
of Cruivie "with the man~ion,"l and James
Sandilands of " Cruvy " is on record in l526.2
The grandfather of Sir James had married the
heiress of John !Gnloch of Cruivie and died
before l505 . But in l539 /40 the King granted
to Henry Ramsay, son and heir of David
Ramsay of Colluthie, half of the lands and
barony of Cruivie with the tower, &c. s There
was another division later when Margaret
Carnegie, one of the two heiresses of Elizabeth
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Ramsay of Colluthie, sold in February l582/3
one half of her h alf of the lands and barony with
the tower to David Carnegie of Colluthie, her
father. 4 This David Carnegie was the father
of the first Earl of Southesk.
2 Ibid.,
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 3363.
s.a., No. 354. 3 Ibid., s.a., No. 2II4. 4 Ibid.,
s.a., No. 5l6.
iv S.W. 27 May 1927.
SITES.
The O.S. map shows sites as under :408. Cairn near" F.C. Manse."
iv S.W. 9 September 1925.
409. Cairn, Black Laws.
viii N.W. 9 September 1925.

MARKINCH.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.

4iO:- Parish Church. - The parish church
s ds on an eminence overlooking the village.
Although the rest of the building is modern,
the western tower (Fig. 336), dates from the
l2th century. It is square, measuring some l6
feet on each face, and is four storeys in height,
the uppermost storey, which is the belfry,
having a pair of early windows in each wall.
The masonry is of cubical ashlar, built in courses
l4 inches in height, and each storey is defin ed
by a string-course bearing a reticulated enrichment. The present spire and cornice, with the
course of masonry below the latter, are modern
and so, too, is the present entrance, the tower
having originally opened into the church by
an archway. Within the north-west angle is a
newel-stair which ascends from the ground to
the upper floors.
ARMORIAL PANEL.-In the north wall of the
church is an interesting armorial panel of the
l7th century. The helm, resting on an earl's
coronet, is mantled and wreathed; the crest is
missing. The shield is parted per pale: dexter,
Quarterly, lst and 4th, a thistle en signed with
an imperial crown; 2nd and 3rd, on a bend
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three buckles, all for Leslie, Earl of Leven. to his eldest son. 1 David Balfour of "Banedone"
The sinister side is quartered, each quarter is is among the witnesses to a charter of 1580. 2
charged with a lion rampant (for Mowbray)*
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 2404. 2 Ibid., s.a.,
and over all is a label of three points, the whole No. 3019.
probably for Margaret Howard, sister of the
xix S.E. 9 June 1927.
Earl of Carlisle, who married Alexander, 2nd
~arl of L~ven, in 1656. The dexter supporter
413. Kirkforthar House.-Situated just withI~ <l: man m armour holding a banner, and the
I. e northern boundary of the parish, It
s~mster one a crane with a label of three points
at the neck. On a label below is the motto , mIles north of Markinch, is the ruinous shell of
a three-storeyed 17th-century house which was
PRO REGE ET PATRIA.
FOLIACEOUS CAPITAL AND CANOPY.-In the :emodelled in. the 18th century. The plan
front of the session-house are inserted a 13th- mcludes a mam block, measuring 65 feet 10
century foliaceous capital and a niche canopy inches from east to west by 24 feet 6 inches
from north to south, and a wing, 32 feet in
of later date.
. length, projecting 13 feet from the northern wall.
xx S.W. 8 June 1927.
The masonry is of rubble and the windows and
doors have back-set margins.
4II. Chapel, Kirkforthar.-On the summit of
a ow oval mound enclosed by trees, a quarter
DovEc~.-A ruinous dovecot stands 35
of a mile south-east of Kirkforthar farm is the yar s west of the house. It is circular on plan,
ruin of a featureless oblong structure, me~suring having a diameter of 61 feet measured between
28 feet 2 inches from east to west by 14 feet the stone nests. The body of the building dates
8 inches within walls which are 2 feet 2 inches from the 17th century, but the top has been
to 2 feet 10 inches thick and still stand shoulder altered.
high. The entrance which, however, is not
xx S.W. 9 June 1927.
original, is a lintelled doorway centred in the
west wall; no other openings are traceable.
414. Balgonie Castle.-Balgonie Castle (Fig.
xx S.W. 9 June 1927.
331), now ruinous, but nevertheless one of the
most interesting buildings recorded in this
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
Inventory, stands just over a mile south-east of
Markinch
on the steep right bank of the River
412. Bandon Tower.-This ruin stands in a
Leven,
which
originally flowed below the castle
cu vated field 2 miles north-north-west of
Markinch. It represents an oblong tower of the walls. It is an early 15th-century tower, set
16th century, measuring 31 by 22t feet exter- at the north-west angle of a later enclosure, the
nally, to the north-west corner of which a small north and east sides of which consist of ranges
round tower has subsequently been attached. of outbuildings and the entrance to which is
In height there have been three floors and an covered by a banquette and ditch, probably
attic, each containing a single chamber; the not earlier than the 17th century.
The tower is unusually well masoned and
ground floor has been vaulted, but the vault has
finished.
It is oblong on plan, measures 65!
fallen. The walls are breached in places, and
feet
from
ground to parapet, and has four
on the ground floor the interior is filled with
debris. The masonry. is of rubble, roughly storeys beneath the wall-head. A plinth and a
coursed, with dressings at quoins and openings. moulded basement-course return round it at
The parapet has been borne on spaced corbels ground level. The walls are of ashlar, in some
of two members, a few of which remain on each places cubical and elsewhere varying from 13 to
16 inches in height and from 21 to 3 feet in
wall. The corners have no "rounds."
length. The battlements, with a few courses of
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1498 Alan Balfour of the masonry below, have been renewed in the
Bandon (" Ballindone ") conveyed the estate later 16th century. In the absence of any stair
. * The How~rds, Earls of Carlisle, bear the Mowbray connecting the two lower storeys, a separate
hon rampant III one of their quarters.
entrance for each was necessary, and traces of
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these can still be seen in the east wall, though
now much obscured through alteration.
The ground-floor chamber, which measures
27 by I71 feet, had a narrow slit-window of 3
inches daylight to north, south, and west, and a
hatch in the vaulted roof. There is no fireplace.
The first floor, which was also vaulted, was
originally reached by a forestair, and the door
opened into the ' screens,' as is clear from the
IIU

.....
u..
o

C\I

Q

Q

PARAPET

THIRD FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

FIG. 335.-ToweL Balgonie Castle (No. 414).

remains of the partitio'n still discernible on the
side walls. The space enclosed has been 8 feet
broad, and was lit from a window beside the
entrance and from another looking north, the
latter having corbels below the sill to support
some feature that has disappeared. From the
north-east corner a turnpike rose within the
thickness of the two walls to the floor above
and ultimately to the parapet: The opening at
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the stair-foot belongs to a later stage in the
history of the building, having been contrived
to give access to a I7th-century addition.
What lay beyond the' screens' was presumably
the hall. It has no fireplace, but an open
hearth is indicated by two outlets for smoke
that are formed in the gables. The windows
are small, and two of them have open breasts
with seats in the embrasures. All of them have
cusped arched heads, and the one in the south
is built in two orders. The lower part of the
vault is of ashlar, the upper part of rubble,
Some twenty-four years ago, when it was being
repaired, human bones were found within one
of the haunches, but no record appears to have
been kept of the discovery.
The second floor contains a single chamber,
281 by 20l feet, lit by one small window in each
wall. All of these windows except that on the
north have had seats in the embrasures, but
that on the east was converted into a door in
the I7th century, when the staircase which now
adjoins it was constructed. The daylights of
the others have been enlarged by breaking
through the rybats, and it says much for the
excellence of the mason-work that no serious
fractures have resulted. In the centre of the'
north wall is a fireplace with moulded jambs,
which has been reduced in size in the I7th
century, and which is reminiscent of one at
Doune Castle, Perthshire. At the western end
of the same wall is a mural garderobe, the lower
of two which can be seen projecting from the
outer wall. Both vents are circular, as if
designed to be continued downwards in a I2inch pipe. The" third storey" of the tower, in
all likelihood the storey just described, is stated
to have been" repaired and made habitable"
by Lord Balgonie shortly before I800. 1
The third floor has been similar to the floor
below, except that the fireplace is simpler and
lies in the east gable. The means of reaching
it is still the old turnpike which, however,
ceased to be used as a thoroughfare between the
first floor and the second when both it and the
forestair, which originally gave access to the
former, were superseded by the construction of
the I7th-century scale-and-platt stair referred
to above.
The uppermost storey, . which lies partly
within the roof, was reconstructed at the same
time as the parapet. It is lit by one window in
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FIG . 336.-Church Tower, Markinch (No. 4IO).

FIG. 338.- Lordscairnie Castle (No . 433).

FIG. 337.-Fernie Castle (No . 429).

FrG. 339.-Pitcairlie H ouse (No. 435).
T o face p. 204.

A ncient and H istorical Monuments-Fife, K inross, and Clackmannan .

FIG. 34o.- Motc, Maide n Castle, D ll nipace Hill (No . 42T).

FIG . 3_p .- Fort, Ma id e n C;st1e, 'v\'est Lomond (No . 242).
To fa ce p.
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each gable. The fireplace is in the west gable,
and a bove it is a fragmentary armorial panel in
plaster, dating from the first h?-lf of the I7th
century. Above this floor the turnpike opens
on to the parapet-walk, close to a small quatrefoiled gunloop, and is surmounted by a look-out,
which is reached by a little winding stair. The
parapet-walk is unusually wide, measuring 4
feet I inch, and is uninterrupted by chimneystalks, these being taken to the gables. It is
flagged, and the roof water is discharged by
spouts, alternately octagonal and of a twisted
section. At three of the corners are open
, rounds' borne on a triple encorbellment. The
parapet forms a series of alternate merlons
and embrasures, while the moulded coping
resembles that at Scotstarvit (No. 98).
ENCLOSURE.~The first addition to the castle
buildings was the range that forms the north
side of the courtyard, and the two lower storeys
there may represent the work of Sir Robert
Lundie, Lord High Treasurer, who was building
at Balgonie in I496.2 A I7th-century reconstruction is attributed to the first Earl of Leven,
who died in I661. 3 The masonry is of rubble,
the lower part of the north wall being off-set.
At the wall-head is a I6th-century moulded
eaves-course returning round the lower part of
the upper windows, which were semi-dormers.
The quirked edge-roll is the only moulding
used in the original work. The range was at
first kept separate from the tower in order not
to block the existing accesses, and entrance to
its first floor was then given by a timber bridge
or gallery, a prolongation of the timber landing
before the main entrance of the tower. *
, The ground floor was entered from the courtyard. At that level the range contained a long
vaulted chamber, afterwards subdivided, on
the west and a smaller vaulted chamber at the
other end, an arrangement recalling the west
wing of Linlithgow Palace. The larger chamber
has a kitchen fireplace in the west gable and an
ash-shoot ' through the north wall, while in the
vault, near the fireplace, is a hatch. The
present entrance to it is modern, the window
immediately west of it having replaced the old
door. The greater part of the original doorway,
an arch moulded with a quirked edge-roll, has
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been removed and re-used for a door in the
partition wall between the two chambers.
Within the inner chamber the wall on each side
of this arch has a wide recess, the southern one
having a pointed arch-head, whilst that on the
north is round-headed. In the north wall is a
slop sink, and in the gable there is a water inlet.
The vault is penetrated by a hatch.
The entrance to the first floor of the range
lies at the west end of the south wall and was
originally approached from the timber bridge
already described. The doorway has a semicircular head, the outer quirk being returned at
the crown, ogee-wise. It probably opened into
the 'screens.' No trace of any partition, indeed, remains, but in the north wall there is a
drain, either from a basin or from a sink, a
usual provision in the service space. The original
arrangement was in all likelihood 'screens,'
hall, and inner chamber. In the I6th century,
however, the hall was subdivided into two
chambers, each with a fireplace. The breasts
and jambs of these fireplaces, which were
reduced in size in the century following, are
lined with a heat-resisting composition. The
windows, which look north and south, are I7thcentury enlargements or insertions. The inner
chamber is of the same size as the one on the
ground floor beneath it. The fireplace is in the
parpen wall ' and has I6th-century jambs but
has been reduced in size in the I7th century by
the insertion of jambs with a bolection-moulded
section. The windows, too, have been altered in
the I7th century.
In both rooms, however, the most important
changes effected during that period were in the
matter of access. Towards the end of the century an opening was made in the south wall of
the smaller chamber to communicate with the
three-storeyed building which now adjoins it
and which will be described below. Rather
earlier in date are the two openings in the west
wall of the larger chamber. Both must be
contemporaneous with the erection against the
west wall of the tower of the fine scale-andplatt staircase which there has already been
occasion to mention more than once. The one
on the south was in direct communication with
the stair, while the one on the north led through
* For a similar means of approach see Crichton a passage-room formed within the little court
Castle, No. 56 in the Inventory of Monuments, etc., in behind and so to the old turnpike. The staircase itself rose to the second storey of the tower,
Midlothian.
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where it terminated in a lean-to roof with crowstepped flanks. Although it is now entered
from the south, the original entrance was on the
east. Its position is indicated by a built-up
Renaissance doorway, having an empty panelspace above it.
The second floor of the north range, which
was an attic, was either built or rebuilt in the
I6th century, but there is nothing to show
how it was reached before the scale-and-platt
stair was constructed. The western part
contains three chambers, each with a I6thcentury fireplace, which has been reduced in
size in the I7th century. The single room of
which the eastern part consists has also been
altered at that date.
The still occupied building at the south-east
angle of the enclosure is older than the first
half of the I7th century when, however, it was
remodelled. It has had two storeys, each apparently containing two chambers, but the outer
one has been subdivided, while the inner one
remains of the original size. Both of the chambers on the ground floor are vaulted. The
inner room of the upper floor contains an enriched plaster ceiling with an armorial panel in
the central position. The helm is wreathed and
mantled, and for crest there is a griffin's head.
The shield, supported by two griffins, impales
the coats of Leslie and Renton, the dexter side
bearing: Quarterly, Ist and 4th, three buckles
on a bend; 2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant; the
sinister side, three mullets in chief and a lion
rampant. On a label below are the initials
F.S.A.L., for Field-Marshal Sir Alexander Leslie,
and D.A.R., for Dame Agnes Renton of Billie.
They were married c. I6IO, and in I64I Leslie
was created Lord Balgonie and ISt Earl of
Leven; the ceiling must therefore have been
designed between these dates, about I620 to
judge by the detail. The same initials occur in
monogram in the ceiling above the western
window.
This s01:lth-east building seems originally to
have been linked to the north range merely by a
screen wall, but in the I7th century the intervening space was filled by the erection of the
three-storeyed building which still stands there.
It had its own staircase and also communicated
with the first floor of the north range in the
manner explained above. All its chambers are
unvaulted and were living-rooms. It is attri-

buted to David, third Earl of Leven, who married
in I69I and died in I728.4
OAK PANEL.-Within the tower is preserved
a Jacobean overmantel of oak, measuring 4 feet
IO inches by 3 feet 3 inches, removed from
Balfour House (No. 4I5). It displays two
. armorial panels. The dexter panel bears at the
top a label inscribed, SPERO MELIORA. The helm,
mantled and wreathed and surmounted by a
coronet, has for crest a buck's (?) head. The
shield has for supporters, dexter, a wodehouse '
wreathed about the head and middle, sinister,
a lion rampant. It bears: Quarterly, Ist and
4th, within a double tressure flory-counterflory, three stars, for Murray; 2nd and 3rd,
three crosses patty, for Barclay; on an inescutcheon at fess a heart in chief and a crescent,
the whole being the arms, as a lower label
records, of DAVID VICOVNT STORMONT, who was
advanced to this dignity in I62I. He died ten
years later. The sinister panel has an upper
label inscribed, NEC TIMIDE NEC TEMERE. The
helm, mantled, wreathed, and surmounted by a
coronet, has for crest an otter's head. The shield,
supported by two otters, bears: Quarterly, Ist
and 4th, a fess between three mascles; 2nd and
3rd, on a chevron an otter's head erased, the
whole representing the coat of Bethune or
. Betoun. Below the shield is a label inscribed,
DEBONNAIR.*
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In the late I4th century
Balgony belonged to a family named Sibbald. 6
But towards the end of the I5th century the
property came by marriage to a son of Sir
John Lundin or Lundy of that ilk. 6 Thus in
I49I Robert Lundy was in Balgony.7 A charter
of I5II confirms to Sir Andrew Lundy of
Balgonie, Sheriff of Fife, and his heirs the lands
of Over and Nether Balgony, &c. "with the
tower, fortalice and manor."s Between I632
and I635 the estate was acquired by MajorGeneral Sir Alexander Leslie, who in I64I was
created Lord Balgony and Earl of Leven. A
charter de novo of that year gives as the new
reddenda a " quhyt pannasche or quhyt feather"
in the name of blench ferm.9 In I66I " old
Generall Leslie, in Fyffe, the Earl of Leuen,
depairted out of this life in his owne house in
Balgonie, and was interred at Markinshe Church,
I

* Elizabeth, daughter of James Betoun of Creich
(No. I4I), married Sir David Murray, Viscount
Stormont.
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in his own iyle (aisle)." 10 The Earl of Leven
and Melville sold this estate in 1824.
1 General
View of the Agriculture of the
County of Fife, by John Thomson, D.D., 1800,
p. 72. 2 Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer,
i, p. 296. 3 General View, &c., p. 72. 4 Ibid .,
p. 72. 5 Reg. Mag. Sig., i, p. 633(6). 6 Wood,
East Neuk of Fife, p. 46; Sibbald's History of
Fife, etc. (1803), p. 368. 7 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a.,
No. 2088. 8 Ibid., s.a., ' No. 3567. 9 Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. 1031. 10 Lamont's Diary (Maitland
Club), p. 135.
Cf. also Cast. and Dam. Arch., i, p. 377.
x~ N.W. 6 June 1927.
'
415. Balfour.-The mansion of Balfour lies
nearly two miles south-east of Markinch. It
has been developed from a lat e 16th-century
house with an extension of a century later.
The latter lies to the south, the old house being
the eastern end of the mansion. It is L-shaped
on plan, the main block facing south and the
wing projecting northward in alignment with
the old west gable. The wing contains a newel
stair serving all three floors. The lowest flight
has been altered in the 17th century. The
original entrance lay not in the re-entrant angle
but in the west wall C?f the wing, and was built
up when the newel stair, which now crosses
it, was altered. The ground floor of the main
block contains a single vaulted chamber,
measuring 17 by 30 feet within walls 6t and 51
feet thick. There is a large kitchen fireplace
in the west gable. The floors above are
modernised.
The I7th-century extension, which is of the
same width as the original main block, has been
built out on the west. Its ground floor is
modernised. On the first floor is the diningroom, a handsome chamber having a finely
modelled plaster frieze and ceiling which includes
in its detail casts representing Alexander and
David. The walls are panelled in oak, eked out
in pine in the I6th-century fashion, and the oak
panels haye obviously been removed from elsewhere, probably from the original hall which was
once ~n suite with this chamber. The fireplace *

* From above this fireplace came the carved oak
panels at present (1931) on loan in the Royal Scottish
Museum, Edinburgh. It is not known from what
part of the house the oak panel now preserved in
Balgonie Castle (d. p. ,!O6) came. All were originally
in Arbroath Abbey.
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in the west gable has shafted jambs, and on
the lintel is a cartouche parted per pale:
dexter, Quarterly, 1st and 4th a fess between
three mascles; 2nd and 3rd, on a chevron a
boar's head erased, for Bethune or Betoun of
Balfour; and sinister, three men's heads (may
be 'blackamoors ') erased.
Behind the dining-room is a withdrawingroom, panelled with oak in the late 17th-century
fashion. The fireplace has the bolectionmoulding of the time, and the panelling above
is arranged in a carved oak surround.
The upper floor of the extension has been
modernised, but one bedroom above the diningroom has a coved ceiling with moulded ribs, at
the point of junction of which is a cast representing Alexander the Great and enclosed by
fleurs-de-lis.
The outside of the house has been completely
modernised, the windows having been enlarged
and the rubble masonry harled. The southern
turrets are probably contemporaneous with the
16th- and 17th-century buildings to which they
are attached, but they have been extensively
repaired.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The estate of Balfour
originally belonged to a family which took from it
their surname. But about the last quarter of the
14th century it came by marriage to a Bethune
or Betoun or Beaton. In I507 the lands of
Balfour with others were confirmed to " John
Betoun of Balfoure " and erected into a barony.1
Archbishop James Beaton of St. Andrews, his
nephew Cardinal David Beaton, and the
Cardinal's nephew, James Beaton, Archbishop
of Glasgow, were all of this family. The estate
was sold by a Bethune to Charles B. Balfour
of Balgonie in the late 19th century.2
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 3 Il 7. 2 Millar's
Fife, ii, p. 71.
xxviii N.W. 7 June 1927.
416. Cameron Bridge.-This bridge across the
River Leven south of Windygates has been
widened, but the lower part of its eastern side,
although to some extent rebuilt, may be of
17th-century origin. It is built mainly of rubble
and has two large semi-circular arches, with a
smaller arch at the northern end; between each
arch is a cut-water with sloping top.
xxviii N .E. 23 April 1931.
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417. Bridge, Milton of Balgonie.-A bridge of land, about I80 yards south of Balbirnie Lodge,
two arches crosses the River Leven immediately are the remains of a large circular cairn and of
south of Milton of Balgonie. -It has been the setting of standing stones by which it was
widened on the western side, while on the once surrounded (Fig. 23). The spot is about
eastern side it has been entirely rebuilt above 300 feet above sea-level. The circle, which
the arches. These, however, date from the late has had a diameter of some 48 feet, has been
I7th century. * Between them is the lower part · composed of sandstone boulders. Four of
of an armorial panel apparently containing an these are still in place, but one other on
impaled coat with supporters.
the south-east has been slightly displaced,
while against the stone on the north-east
xxviii N.W. 23 April I93I.
lie two large boulders, which apparently
have been transferred to this position. Any
.
CAIRNS.
other stones that may once have existed
Cairn and Stone Circle, Balbirnie.-At have been removed or destroyed. The greatest
the southern end of a small wood on the east height above ground of any of those that survive
is 5 feet 6 inches, while one, which rises no more
than 2 feet, measures in circumference as much
as 9 feet 9 inches at the base. The cairn itself
seems to have been broken into at two points.
No record of these excavations appears to be
extant, but a number of fragments of cinerary
urns from the site are preserved in the National
Museum. These indicate that, as might have
been inferred from its general character, the
monument was sepulchral and dates from the
Bronze Age. The monument is not marked in
Gothic letters on the O.S. map.
xix S.E. 17 June 1925 .

@

•
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419. Cairn, Law Head.-The position of this
cairn is now indicated by a small mound or
hillock which stands within the cemetery of
Markinch at an elevation of 300 feet above sealevel. The mound occupies a conspicuous
position but affords little external evidence of
its real character and purpose. From the
Statistical Account (I794) of the parish, however,
we learn that a great many stone coffins
have at different times been discovered in the
district . ." One, in particular," it is stated,
"was found about seven years ago on the
Headlaw, between Markinch and Balgonie. It
was of a square form, made of four unhewn
slabs of freestone, set edge-ways, and covered
-10 FEET
10 · 5
0
with a broad stone of the same kind, upon which
C5.TC. was laid a large unformed mass of stqne, and
above all, a heap or cairn of small stones. The
F I G . 342.-Cairn a nd Stone Circle, B albirnie (N o. 4I 8).
bones enclosed in it were calcined."l A gardenside of the main road from Kirkcaldy to Falk- seat has been placed on the top of the mound
* "Built by the present E arl of L evin" (Sibbald's and it is understood that the local authorities
H istory of F if e and Kinross (1710) , 2nd Edit. (1803). have made themselves responsible for the care
of the site.
P·3 73) ·

If

'''''1''''1
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1 Vol. xii, p. 553, footnote.
xxviii N.W. 2 July 1925.
STANDING STONES.

420. Standing Stones near Balfarg.- These
t 0 stones stand, 350 feet above sea-level, about
a quarter of a mile south-west from the farmhouse of Balfarg. They are tall boulders of
sandstone, roughly rectangular in shape but
with somewhat pointed tops, and are set up, in
a line running north-west and south-east, at a
distance of 43 feet 8 inches from one another.
Neither shows any trace of markings, nor do
they appear to have been packed at the base.
The measurements are :WEST STONE.

EAST STONE.

Height, 6 feet 7 inches.
5 feet 3 inches.
Girth at base, 9 feet 8 inches. 12 feet 3 inches.
Girth at 4 feet up, II feet.
13 feet 2 inches.
They are not marked in Gothic letters on the
O.S. map.
xix S.E. 17 June 1925.

.

MISCELLANEOUS.

421. Maiden Castle, Dunipace Hill.- At the

eastern extremity of the parish, on a low ridge

[MARKINCR.

running north and south and opposite the bridge
which passes over Kennoway Burn, is a steep
conical knoll of artificial construction known
as the Maiden Castle and evidently a mediaeval
mote-hill (Fig. 340). The summit of the knoll
is planted around the margin with trees, and the
slopes on the west, south-west, and south are
thickly covered with a growth of whins, while
there are two comparatively recent excavations
near the crest on the east. Around the slopes,
especially on the west and south, there are
indications of a slight terracing, and a flattening
of the ridge suggests that there has been an
approach from the south or south-east. The
summit of the knoll is of a roughly circular
form, outlined by a low ridge scarcely rising
above the interior level. In the centre is a
circular depression, approximately 3 feet in
depth and 18 feet in diameter. The site is traditionally associated with "Macduff, Thane of
Fife," Hector Boece describing it as surrounded
by seven ramparts and the same number of
ditches and as the remains of the place where
for a long time lived the descendants of the
" illustrious" Macduff.1
1 Scotorum Historiae, Paris, 1526, lib. x, fo .
ccv verso.
xxviii N .E. 2 July 1925.
( 422. Terraces, Markinch Hill.-These remarkable terraces, lying on the north side of the town
at an elevation of 300 feet above sea-level, have
been the subject of much speculation, but no
conclusive explanation of their origin has, as
yet, been framed. The late Dr. Laing asserted
that they were designed as an arena for spectators to witness the sports and contests of
mediaeval times on the field at their base, which
now forms part of a golf-course and still retains
the old name of "The Playfield."l The New
Statistical Account 2 says: "They overlook a
level field of about twelve acres, which before
being drained, must have formed an impassable
morass. There is no definite tradition why or
when these terraces were formed." They are
six in number and extend for a distance of
approximately 300 yards in a line running northeast and south-west. They have an average
breadth of 20 feet and are from 10 to 12 feet
high, rising one above the other irr regular
gradation. They have now been converted into
a series of public foot-paths, and their original
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outlines are therefore to some extent altered
although the general plan remains unchanged. At
the north-east extremity of the hill the remains
of five terraces are apparent, but two of these
merge into each other about 175 yards towards
the south-west, while a sixth terrace becomes
visible at a higher level. At the south-west end
the terraces are reduced to four in consequence
of the natural fall in the ground.
1 Lindores A bbey and its Burgh of Newburgh,
p. 5, footnote. 2 Vol. ix (1840), p. 663.
xx S.W. I7 June 1925.
423 Stob Cross, Markinch.-Close beside the
Ea t-'Lodge of Balbirnie House, on a knoll 200
feet above sea-level, stands a stone known,
from the nature of its sculpturings, as the" Stob
Cross." It is a somewhat mutilated rectangular
slab, 7 feet 5t inches in height, 2 feet broad at
the base and 6 inches thick, having a plain cross
carved in relief on the east and on the west
face. The cross on the east is now very much
damaged but sufficient remains to indicate
that the arms have been 1 foot wide and that
the shaft has measured I foot 5 inches across
at the intersection. On the west face the design
stands out in relief from I to It inches. The
arms of the cross measure lIt inches in width,
and the upper limb, which tapers slightly to its
extremity, is I2t inches across at the point of
intersection. The shaft measures I foot 2
inches across below the arms and widens
gradually downwards to I foot 8 inches at the
base. In 1790, when the cross was in danger
of falling, the Earl of Leven had the position
faced up with masonry, and the monument now
stands, with its major axis north and south, on
a two-stepped base of modern construction. It
is, however, much obscured by a thick growth
of shrubs and nettles.
xx S.W. 17 June 1925.
SITES.
~ Slab-lined Grave, Balfarg.-This grave
was...cliscovered on 28th March 1883, in a plot of
ground enclosed in a garden at the farm-house.
Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot~, xvii (1882-3), pp. 324-5.
xix S.E. (unnoted).

The O.S. map records : -

[MONIMAIL.

425. Roman Urns and Coins Found.
xxviii N.W.
NOTE.-The earth-house at Rothes, Markinch,
is of comparatively recent date. According to
information privately communicated, it was
built as a replica of the earth-house discovered
in 1868 at Pirnie in the neighbouring parish of
Wemyss (d. No. 545).
MONIMAIL.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
426. onimail Church.-The old parish church
o
imail fell out of use in 1796, and all that
is now left of it is a mere fragment of the
eastern end, repaired and practically rebuilt as
a burial enclosure. There is a tomb-recess in
the north wall and beside it a sacrament house
(Fig. 42). The locker has an ogival head,
crocketed, and has been fitted with a door or
grille. Above are two shields, the dexter
bearing: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three lioncels
passant, gardant; 2nd and 3rd, on a passion
cross either a mullet and cross-crosslet fitchy or
three cross-crosslets in pale. The sinister shield
is surmounted by a crown and bears the Royal
Arms.
Projecting from the north wall of the church
is the aisle of the Melville family, still entire,
having been repaired in 1831. It is an oblong
building of ashlar with a slated roof, and bears
on one gable a panel inscribed in monogram
G.E.M., for George, Earl of Melville, with an
earl's coronet above. The structure is therefore
later than 1690, when George Melville was
created first Earl of Melville. In the east wall
is a panel containing a shield bearing: Quarterly
1st and 4th, a fess between three mascles; 2nd
and 3rd, on a chevron an otter's head erased,
for Bethune of Balfour; on a label beneath the
shield is inscribed, MISERICORDIA. The Balfour
coat appears again, with the initials LB., on a
loose fragment of a triangular pediment lying
near the south-east angle of the aisle. The
aisle, which is now used as a burial vault,
contains a good recumbent stone dated 1594
commemorating in a Latin inscription David
Melville (? of N ewmill). His initials and those
of his wife, Margaret Douglas, appear on either
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side of a shield bearing: Quarterly, Ist and
4th, a mullet between three crescents, for
Melville of Raith; 2nd and 3rd, on a label of
three points two mullets.
xiii N.W. 24 June I925.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

Q

Melville House.-Thismansion (Fig. 344),

st~eVs within its policies some five miles west
of Cupar. It was built in I692 by George, first
Earl of Melville, whose descendants are still in
occupation. Without documentary evidence it
is almost impossible to ascribe any building of
this period to a particular designer, for the work
is that of the schools, and there is' little individuality; Melville House, however, is illustrated
in Vitruvius Britannicus (I7I7), the author of
which, Colin Campbell, himself an accomplished
architect, states definitely in a descriptive note
that James Smith was the architect of Melville
House and" the most experienc'd Architect of
that Kingdom" (Scotland). Pennant, writing
in I77~, speaks of " Melvil, the seat of the Earl
of Leven and Melvil ... a fine house, with nine
windows in front, designed by Mr. J ames Smith,
and built in I692."1 Smith was responsible for
rebuilding Dalkeith Palace in its present form
(d. Inventory, Midlothian, p. xliv), and was
appointed General Supervisor of Royal Castles
and Palaces in Scotland in I707.2
Melville House was laid out in the formal
manner of the time. Originally a straight
stretch of beech avenue, half a mile long, led to
a forecourt, ft.anked at the outer end by gardenhouses and at the inner by low-set pavilions
placed on either side of the house. But the
outer half of the avenue has been diverted, and
the entrance front has been transferred to the
farther side of the house; while wha.t was
formerly the forecourt is now laid out with a
great circular grass platt surrounded by a
herbaceous border, an alteration that adds
much to the appearance of the whole. The
garden - houses (Fig. 345) are little square
buildings of two storeys, capped with slated
ogival roofs surmounted by iron weather-vanes'
pierced to form" M I697." They are linked by
a dwarf wall terminating in sturdy pedestals of
faceted masonry bearing leaden figures of
Mercury and Fame, for which two yew trees,
cunningly planted, form an appropriate back-
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ground. The pavilions, comprising the brewhouse, the coach-house, and the stable to the
east, with the dairy and laundry to the west,
are linked to the house by a niched screen-wall
surmounted by the usual urn~and-ball finials.
On plan the house resembles the letter H.
It contains a ' laich ' ft.oor, three upper storeys
and a garret. The masonry, which is plastered
on the garden front but exposed elsewhere, is
of rubble with freestone dressings, the quoins
being rusticated. An interesting survival is the
provision of a shot-hole in each wing, and there
are others in the pavilions. At the 'laich'
ft.oor the walls are off-set, while the upper
storeys are defined externally by string-courses.
For eaves-course there is a simply moulded
cornice, from which the roof sweeps upward
with a gentle bell-cast. The windows of the
uppermost and lowest ft.oors are square and have
back-set margins, but those of the two intermediate ft.oors are oblong, the height being
equal to twice the width; the margins of the
latter are moulded and shouldered.
The
elevations are symmetrical, and the setting out
of the plan is based on a system of squares, the
internal width of the wings being taken as the
unit of measurement.
On the north or present entrance-front a
modern porch screens the doorway, which opens
on the hall, marble-ft.oored in black and white
squares and containing a handsome scale-andplatt staircase of oak that rises to the ft.oor above.
Hanging in the hall is a wooden panel, containing on a scrolled cartouche a shield parted
per pale: dexter, a sun in its splendour between
three crescents; sinister, a heart between three
cinquefoils. A hound and a unicorn support
the shield, which is surmounted by a helm. On
a label above is the motta, ' DENIQVE CCELVM.
The initials L.R.M., for Robert, second Lord
Melville, and D.I.H., for his second wife Dame
Joanna Hamilton, occur on either side of the
shield and are repeated in monogram on a panel
lower down. Another panel at the side is dated
ANNO I626, while a third gives the month and
day MARC/H I8. On the ground ft.oor, in addition
to the hall, are the library, the dining-room,
and the billiard-room, the last retaining its
original panelling, on which an enrichment is
picked out in paint.
Having been continuously occupied, Melville
. has necessarily undergone some alteration, but
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the second or principal floor has been preserved
intact and is an example, possibly unique, of the
formal apartments and furnishings of a Scottish
nobleman's seat. It may be said that the house
has been planned mainly to secure the effective
disposition of this floor, of which Colin Campbell says, " Here is a very good Salon with two
noble apartments, with two convenient back
stairs." At the head of the main staircase is an
anteroom, oak-panelled, with two walls hung
with contemporary leatherwork of Spanish, or
perhaps Italian, origin. The skins are small and
almost square, sewn together and embossed
with a bold repeating design. The chief motif
is a vine-scroll, and there are figures of Bacchus,
Ceres, and Satyrs, with festoons; on the border
are urns. The ground is painted white, and the
details are sometimes gilt, sometimes painted
green and red. Beyond the anteroom is the
Salon, a stately double-cube room lit by five
great windows which overlook the forecourt.
The walls are oak-panelled, with horizontal
panels below the chair rail and graceful upright
panels above; the moulded and enriched cornice
is particularly well-proportioned. The fireplace,
which is of marble, is centred in the back wall
between two fluted pilasters (Fig. 346). The
oak shelf is elaborately carved and bears the
date 1702; the moulded panel above it is
flanked by carved swags and surmounted by a
scrollwork of rococo design. En suite with the
Salon are the two southern chambers of the
wings, which have apparently been the withdrawing rooms ; both are panelled and they
are now known as the " Wainscot Room " and
the "State Bedroom." The State Bedroom
contains a fine contemporary" lit de parade" * ;
in the style of Daniel Marot. From the tester
hang lambrequins and curtains of red velvet.
On the backboard are worked the Earl's initials
in monogram beneath a coronet; backboard,
soffit, and cornice are elaborately carved and
covered with fabric, white piped with red. The
walls of the room are panelled in oak, two of
them having Mortlake tapestries inset. The
fireplace lies within fluted pilasters. The shelf
is moulded and enriched. The panel above,
also moulded and enriched, is enclosed by a
carved scroll and side-swags, the former containing the Earl's initials in monogram and his

* That is, a ceremonial bed for the reception of a
morning levee, not for sleeping in.
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coronet which is represented as borne by cherubs.
Of the two inner or northern wing-chambers
(which are represented as bedrooms in V itruvius
Britannicus) , that lying behind the State Bedroom is the" Tapestry Room," so called from
the 18th-century Indian tapestries inset in the
panelling. The other rooms on this floor are
more plainly finished. Some of the bedrooms
orr the floor above retain parts of the original
Memel panelling.
SUNDIAL.-Centred in the forecourt of Melville is a fine free-standing sundial (Fig. 50),
which has been brought from Balgonie Castle
(No. 414). On an octagonal graduated base is
a square baluster-shaft having a ~ial on ~ach
side and bearing the date 1677 Wlth a shIeld,
on which the charges are illegible, beneath a
coronet. The shaft supports a multi-dialled
head.
1 A Tour in Scotland, iii, p . 186.
2 The
King's Master Masons, Mylne, p . 245.
xiii N.W. 26 June 1925.
-,

428. Monimail Tower.-Beside the gardens of

M lville House, which occupy a rising slope
some 300 yards north of the mansion, is a tower
ascribed to Cardinal Beaton, Archbishop of St.
Andrews 1539-46. The present building is quite
evidently part of a larger structure, the rest of
which has disappeared. The upper part of it
is dated 1578, but the lower part may possibly
be earlier. Almost square on plan, it is four
storeys in · height. Up to the wall-head the
masonry is rubble with ashlar dressings, but
above that level it is ashlar. The part of the
building which has disappeared, and which
seems to have been three storeys high, abutted
against the eastern and southern faces of the
tower. On the north and west sides, which
stood free, are two string-courses. On the west
the upper string breaks upwards round a windowhead and on the north it forms a sill for an
empty panel-space. The window margins are
moulded with an edge-roll and quirk. The roof
is flat and is enclosed by a parapet borne on a
continuous corbelling, which breaks out into
rounds at three of the corners, the other corner
being occupied by the cap-house, which has had
a Flyramidal stone roof, now reduced in height.
On the north-east and south-east faces of the
cap-house, and on the south-east round, are
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roundels containing sculptured heads, the
northern one representing a man in a skull cap,
the southern a man with a brimmed hat. Such
heads are a 16th-century convention, other
examples of which occur at Falkland Palace
(No. 238), executed in 1537 and 1539, and at
Stirling Palace of the same time. The Monimail
heads are later than. these, for the eastern face

[MONIMAIL.

thickness and contains a newel staircase at the
eastern end. Midway in its length is a kitchen
flue, apparently rising either from ground level
or from the ground floor, which has undergone
alteration as will be seen from the plan.
The lowest storey is partly below the ground
and has been adapted at a later time as an icehouse, the only access to which is a hatch
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FIG. 348. -Monimail Tower (No. 428).

of the parapet bears the date 1578 with the
initials of Sir James Balfour of Pittendreich,
whose arms are carved within another roundel :
On a chevron an otter's head erased, and in
base a rose. Within a similar roundel on the
opposite parapet is the quartered coat of
Bethune of Balfour. The parapet has a continuous moulded cope without crenellations,
and is pierced by a series of small' gun-holes.'
Internally there seems to have been a good deal
of alteration. The north wall is over 6 feet in

I

FLOOR

40FEtT

I

form~d at ground-level within the
descr~bed. Th~ ~oor, which is sloped

c.s.T.c.

flue just
for drainage, IS not ongmal, nor is the vaulted roof.
Indeed the only feature that can be so identified
is a built-up window in the west wall. At
ground-level are three doorways in the north
wall, all relatively modern. The eastern door
gives access to the newel-stair in the northeast angle, the central one opens on the flue and
hatch, and the western one, broken through
the north gable, admits direct to the chamber
21 3
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itself. This has been a passage room, originally
communicating with the main portion of the
structure on south and east. The single window
looks westward. There is a small fireplace on
the south, a close garderobe at the south end
of the east wall, and on the north the old
entrance to the newel-stair, now built up. The
chamber on each of the two floors above is
rather broader than that at ground-level but
is otherwise fairly similar, the uppermost
chamber b eing panelled in pine in the I 8thcentury fashion.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The " palace" of Monimail was a country residence of the Archbishop
of St. Andrews.1 In I564 Archbishop Hamilton
granted the house and lands to J ames Balfour,2
younger son of · Balfour of Mountquhanie
(No. 319), afterwards Sir J ames and a president
of the Court of Session. It was then stated
that the "manor of Monimail was ruinous,
waste and broken down and could not be
repaired except at great cost. " In I592 Sir
James sold the "palice, ludging, and maner
place of Monymeill " to Sir Robert Melville
of Murdocairnie,3 who was second Lord Melville
(d. No. 427) and in I 627 received the dignity
of Lord Monimail.
1 R eg. Mag. Sig., I587, No. 1394. 2 Earls of
Melville, Sir William Fraser, i, p . lI5. 3 I bid.,
iii, No. I08.
xiii N.W. . (" Cardinal Beaton's Tower,"
Rem~ins of Old Palace of Monimail). 26 June
I9 2 5. ) ,

~"')Fernie

Castle.-The castle (Fig. 337),
is a much altered I 6thcentury house standing on low ground some
3! miles west of Cupar. The western end of
the present mansion is the original structure.
It consists of an oblong main block of four
storeys, running east and west, with a rectangular
wing, in which is the main staircase, jutting out
to the south in alignment with the west gable.
A tower, circular b elow and corbelled out to a
rectangular plan at the top st orey, projects
from the north-western angle. The masonry
is harled rubble. The interior has been
modernised, and most of the windows have been
enlarged. On the north and east are relatively
modern extensions.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The family of Fernie

w~s still inhabited,
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h eld the lands as early at least as the I5th
century, Walter Fernie of that ilk being dead
before I496.1 But in March I5IO the King
set to Florentinus Adinulty the lands of
" Ferny" in feu-farm, part of the reddendo or
return b eing the building of an "adequate
mansion (sufjicientem mansionem) of stone and
lime, with hall, chamber, granary, byre, stable,
dovecot, orchards, gardens, and bee-hives, with
h edges and a plantation of oaks."2 N evertheless in I5I7 we have on record Andrew Fernie
of that ilk, h eir to the late William Fernie of
that ilk, 3 and in I527-8 the lands were erected
into the barony of West er-Ferny in favour of this
Andre.w Fernie. 4 . Early in the I7th century an
Arnot of Newton married the h eiress of Balfour
of Burleigh and assumed the name of Balfour ;
their youngest daughter married the last Arnot
of Fernie, but, through failure of this line, the
property came to the (Arnot) Balfours.
1 R eg. Sec. Sig., i, No. 73 . 2 R eg. Mag. Sig.,
s.a., No. 3430. 3 Sheriff Court Book of Fife
(S.H.S.), pp. 73-4. 4 R eg. Mag. Sig., s.a ., No.
549·
vii S.W. 25 June I 925.
430 Dovecots, Letham.- In this little village
ar
ree dovecots. The first, in the farm
buildings in the lower part of the village, is a
small ruinous circular dovecot, m easuring only
4 feet in internal diameter between the nest s and
having a present h eight of 20 feet at most. The
second stands on the st eep lane leading through
the village. It is rectangular on plan, measuring
ext ernally I4 feet 4 inches by I2 feet 5 inches,
and has been considerably altered. The stone
dormer, through which the birds entered,
suggests a late-I7th or early-I 8th century date
for the construction. The third dovecot stands
at the t op of the lane. It also is rectangular
on plan and m easures 23 feet 8 inches by I3
feet I inch ext ernally. The masonry indicates
an I8th-century date.
xiii N .W. 9 May I928.
MISCELLANEOUS.
431. Inscribed Lintel, Letham.-The lintel of
a derelict cottage fronting the steep lane
running through the village is inscribed I6
A.M. 88.
xiii N.W. 9 May I928.
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The O.S. map records the following site :432. Cardinal Beaton's Well.
xiii N.W.

MOONZIE.
SECULAR BUILDING.
433. Lordscairnie Castle.- This has been a
to
house, of the late I5th or early I6th
century, standing within a barmkin on a slight
eminence in an open valley 2t miles north-west
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356.-Lordscairnie Castle (No. 433).

of Cupar. It is now very dilapidated (Fig. 338).
The enclosure has been entered from the northeast, at a point indicated by the remains of a
circular tower, probably one of two set on either
side of the gate. The upper part of this tower
is ruinous, but the lower part contains a small
vaulted chamber, pierced by three gun-loops
covering the approach. At one side is the
beginning of the barmkin wall, and at the other
is one jamb of the gate, . which has evidently
had a semicircular head, heavily moulded.
Gate and tower may be rather later than the
main structure.
The house is L-shaped on plan. The main
block lies east and west, and the wing projects
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from the north-western angle to contain the
staircase. The masonry is a boulder rubble with
freestone dressings. The southern angles have
been surmounted by open rounds, of which part
of the corbelling remains. There have been
four storeys below the wall-head, the lowest of
them vaulted. Windows are few in number and
are chamfered at jamb and lintel. The entrance,
situated at the stair-foot, is in ruins; it has been
covered by a machicolation, as is indicated by
two triple-membered corbels. The stair has
been continuous.
The ground-floor storey has been subdivided
by a parpen-wall into two cellars, which are lit
from north and south. The first flbor seems
to have been a single chamber, the Hall, a
large room 4I by 2I feet, adequately lit from
north, south and west, with seats in the
embrasures of the windows. Traces of the
fireplace are seen in the south wall, and in each
wall is an aumbry. The second and third
floors have each apparently b een subdivided
into two chambers and otherwise only differ
from the Hall in having mural chambers, now
inaccessible but possibly garderobes.
HISTORICAL N OTE.-" Lordscairnie" ,vas so
called to distinguish it from other PN1:illnS of
the same district, such as Hillcairnie, Myrecairnie, &c. In I355 David de Lindsay, lord
of Crawford, made a grant to the church of the
monastery of Lindores from his land of
"Carny."l Thereafter Lordscairnie continued
in possession of the Lindsays, afterwards Earls
of Crawford. 2
The tower is usually said to
have been erected by "Earl Beardie," fourth
Earl of Crawford, in the first half of the I5th
century, but this period seems rather too e,·.Tly.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., i, No. I90.
2 Stat. Acct.,
viii, p. 584.
vii S.E. 9 June I925.

NEWBURGH.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

4~ Lindores Abbey.-The remain~ of Lindores or " Lundors " Abbey stand overlooking
the estuary of the Tay on a sheltered and level
site less than half a mile east of Newburgh.
On north and east flows a little stream, the
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POW of Lindores, which formed the eastern
boundary of the Abbey lands between Lindores
Loch and the Tay. The ruins are fragmentary,
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Founded in the late Izth century by David,
Earl of Huntingdon, grandson of David I, and
munificently endowed by him and by subse-
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357.-Lindores Abbey (No. 434).

the buildings having been freely plundered
for ashlar. But, although no part of the Abbey
has been left entire, the ground plan has been
rl,~fined by excavations carried out about the
middle of last century.

quent benefactors, Lindores was an important
Tironensian house, colonised from Kelso. The
first abbot, Guido, had been a monk of that
house; he is said to have "built the place
from the foundations as well as the greater
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part of the outbuildings proper to it (officinas
competentes) ,"1 monks having been sent to
him from Kelso for the work. 2 While the
extent of Guido's work is conjectural, church
and cloister may safely be ascribed to him, as
these parts bear traces of Transitional detail.
The masonry is executed mainly in red freestone from the quarry of "Hyrneside" or
" Irnsyde," which lay about a mile east from
the Abbey and was the property of the founder,
who granted to his monks of Lindores the right
to take as much stone as they required. 3 The
extent of the precinct cannot be determined.
The Newburgh-Newport road cuts through the
site, the church and cloister lying to the north
of it and fragments of three other buildings in a
meadow to the south.
The lay-out of the cloister is normal. On the
north is the church, on the east are a parlour
and slype (Fig. 352), the chapter-house, and a
long hall. The last may have been the warming-house; within it, at the northern end, is the
day-stair to the dorter on the upper floor of the
range. The dorter communicated with the
church by means of a newel-stair-the nightstair-situated in the south-west angle of the
south transept. On the western side of the
cloister were the store-houses or cellarium,
and on the southern, facing the church, was
the frater, its undercroft having at the eastern
end a passage running southward and, at the
other end, in line with the western range, a
chamber that may have been the kitchen. At
the south-west corner of the site facing the road
is a gateway (Fig. 349), which was attached to
some form of gatehouse. In addition to the
inner cloister, there has been at least one other
enclosure, to the south of the road, where the
most considerable fragment of building has
been part of a barn or granary.
THE CHURCH. - The church, which was
dedicated to St. Mary, St. Andrew, and All
Saints, was planned as an equal-limbed crosschurch, unaisled, but having transeptal chapels.
As an afterthought, a massive bell-tower 4 was
built at the western end of the nave, against the
north wall, and still later the nave was extended
by the addition of a north aisle. These modifications, however, cannot be much later than
the original work, if it be true, as is reported,5
that the aisle piers, no trace of which is now
visible above ground, were found by excavation
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to be similar in section to those of the transepts
and crossing. The choir, transepts, and belltower are heavily buttressed as though for
vaulting, and the transeptal chapels were
certainly covered with low quadripartite vaults
springing from moulded stops. The nave seems
to have been unvaulted originally; there is,
however, some evidence which suggests that a
barrel~vault was subsequently imposed. It will
be noticed from the plan that there is no pier
at the south-west corner of the crossing, a fact
which proves that a central tower was not
contemplated. The 'south wall of the nave
seems to have been arcaded both internally
and externally, and on the outer side there was
a seat facing the sun and sheltered by the penthouse above. This part of the cloister, of
course, was that habitually used by the
occupants. The great west entrance is represented merely by a gap in the masonry, filled in
with modern work, which encloses a single
angle-shaft of the original door. Of the other
entrances three remain. The eastern doorway,
also merely a gap, opens from the south transept,
which is uncommon; close to it is a press for
book-shelves facing the cloister. The two
southern doorways of the nave are likewise
fragmentary, but the one on the south-east
retains the lower courses of the jambs, which
are built in recessed orders with nook-shafts
and are enriched with a dog-tooth ornament.
The windows, of three of which slight traces
remain, have been small and have had jambs
widely splayed to the interior.
The choir and transepts have a uniform
width of 23 feet internally, while the nave has
been 18 inches wider. The arcade and crossingpiers have been composed of keel-shaped
members with bases of the water-holding variety
in which the lower roll has the flattened or
elliptical section characteristic of late Izthcentury work. Of other details not much
remains. In each transept, at the outer western
angle, was a newel-stair leading to the triforium
passage. As already stated, one on the south
served also as the night-stair from the dorter. .
In each gable of the transepts is a tomb recess,
and there is a third recess of similar character
within the choir, beside the north-east pier of
the crossing. The eastern end of the choir is
filled by a mass of debris, which partly obscures
a recess in the south wall, obviously a relic of
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sedilia. The southern chapels of both transepts
are provided with credence niches and double
piscinae (Fig. 350); the northern chapels,
when excavat ed, were found to have been walled
up. Another basin, roughly wrought but
apparently h aving a drain, is set in the south
wall of the nave, at its west ern end, and is
probably not original.
What is left of the bell-tower has b een roofed
in for use as a hen-house. The building has
been square on plan, measuring 19 feet 4 inches
internally. To judge by the external buttressing, a rather elaborate vault had been
contemplated, octopartite with ribs meeting at
a circular opening, through which the bells
were to be hoisted. The upper storeys have
been reached by a newel-st air at the north-east
corner. The base-course of the tower, while
similar in character to that returning on the
west wall and buttresses of the nave, differs
from it in detail.
CLOISTER BUILDINGs.-The cloister measures
feet from north to south by 96t feet from
east to west. No trace of the cloister arcade has
survived, and the only evidence of the penthouse roof is a single corbel above the chapterhouse. The passage beside the south transept
measures 14 by 25t feet and has been covered
with two bays of quadripartite vaulting; the
inner bay still stands. The vault has chamfered
transverse-, diagonal-, and wall-ribs, but no
ridge-ribs; and the webs are rubble-built in the
English fashion.* The ribs spring from welldesigned moulded stops, and the best preserved
of them has a conventional rose on the soffit.
The wall next the cloister no longer exists, and
the opposite wall is incomplet e, although enough
remains to suggest that the exit was a pointedarched door with recessed jambs. The side
walls show the remains of a stone bench. This
passage was the inner parlour, restricted in use
to the occupants of the house. The chapt er
house, an oblong h all 24i by 49 feet, had no
vestibule. It opened from the cloister by a large
central doorway flanked, as usual, by windows.
The whole evidently formed a very elaborate
composition, to judge from a fragment of the
north-window jamb, which is in recessed orders
with nook-shafts. Again as usual, these windows
IOIt

* The French system of infilling gave a straight
joint to the apex; the English system produced a
junction irregular and serrated.
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were unglazed, in order that the deliberations of
the chapter might be audible within the cloister.
The vault has b een lofty and of quadripartite
type, built in four oblong bays. It is not quite
certain that it was ever completed, although
provision for it had been made on the side walls.
A bench runs along the side walls and also on
the east gable, the eastern stretch supporting a
wall arcade of seven bays. It will be noticed
that the basement-course on the south wall is
wrought to a stop, beyond which it is continued
and returned round the east gable. The purpose
of this is not obvious, but it may indicate either
an opening, which would be unusual, or an
extension of the chapter-house, of which no
evidence is to be seen internally. To obtain
adequate lighting there have b een windows in
the east gable at a level 7 feet above the groundcourse, where the walling is slightly recessed
above a moulded sill-course. The day-stair
adjoining the chapter-house has been a good
scale-staircase 6 feet broad. Beyond it is the
southern building of the range, a hall 23 feet
broad and having a present length of 55 feet.
It is buttressed on the east for vaulting, and
between the buttresses are small windows, but
these can have b een of little use latterly, for a
secondary structure has been built against the
east wall.
The south range is represented by a mere
fragment of the wall next the cloister, now
denuded of its ashlar face and featureless, save
for the entrance jamb of the south passage. This
passage has had a bench, so that it may have
been used as an outer parlour. The lower floor
of the west range consisted of six cellars, the
walls of which stand less than five feet in h eight.
Only in the case of the northern cellar is there
any trace of the vault. The outer wall is
buttressed, and one of the cellars has served as
a passage room between the outer court and
the cloister.
The r emains to the south of the road include
the ruin of a small, vaulted, rubble-built
structure, a good deal of the masonry of which
is of later date; the south wall, for instance,
is not vertical and has been partly refaced to a
vertical line. About ioo feet to the south there
has been a large building of rubble. One wall
of this still stands to a considerable height , and
shows a row of corbels to carry joists or roofcouples at 17 feet from the ground. At the
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present north end there has been a cross wall,
on which a fragment of a I3th-century groundcourse is visible.
•
All the buildings are in bad repair.
STONE COFFINs.-The excavations exposed a
number of stone coffins. In the choir were
found two tiny ' coffins, containing infants'
bones, presumably the remains of two of Earl
David's children. 6 An adult's coffin lies inside
the north wall of the north transept, and
another outside the same wall. A fifth coffin,
found near the entrance to the chapter-house,
had a cover slab which displayed in relief
the effigy of an ecclesiastic in mass vestments-alb, chasuble, embroidered stole, and
maniple. The space between the feet was filled
with two oak leaves. The head and one shoulder
are missing. As the figure holds a staff, which
can only have been a crozier, it apparently
represents an abbot, probably of the later I5th
century.
C~RVED PANELs.-Three carved oak panels,
now in private possession, are said to have come
from Lindores Abbey. They are in one piece,
and show a male and a female bust on either
side of the head and shoulders of a skeleton,
while above are scrolls bearing sententious
mottoes. They are illustrated in Lindores Abbey
and its Burgh of Newburgh, by Alexander
Laing, F.S.A.Scot., p. I39. The dress is that of
the first half of the I6th century and a Lindores
inventory of I530 mentions "thre panalls of
carwt werk." (Ibid., p. 490.)

HISTORICAL NOTE.-Guido is stated to have
died on I7th June I219 after nearly twenty-eight
years as abbot. 1 This would date the foundation
to about II9I, but, in an earlier passage of the
same record, Earl David is declared to have
founded the monastery in II78.7 The latter
year is also given in an MS. of the earlier work
of John of Fordun. 8 An immediately succeeding
entry in the same work says that Earl David
. founded Lindores " anew" (a novo). 9 This, taken
along with the statement that Guido built" from
the foundations," suggests that there may have
been a house at Lindores before the arrival of
Guido. If so, it would be a priory and the convent founded by Earl David in II78, which,
about II9I, was amplified into an abbey, as
appears to have been the course of events at
Dunfermline (No. I97). In that case Guido's
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buildings would have . to be new ones on a
grander scale and so could be said to have been
erected "from the foundations." Such an
explanation would account for the discrepancy
in dates. Guido at his death left behind him
twenty-six monks. 1 In I289 the abbot and
convent were granted leave to wear caps suitable
to their order on certain festivals and in processions, because Scotland was a cold country
and the monks had suffered much from cold in
the head.!o Another source of annoyance was
the proximity of wild (sylvestrium), Scots, so
that early in the I5th century the buildings
were said to be ruined and the rents diminished,
on which account the Abbey received a grant
in I4I4 of the parish church 6f Creich.!1 In
September I543 Sir Ralph Sadler, the English
ambassador, reported how a " company of good
Christians, as they call them here ... has
sacked Landorse Abbey."12 In I559 the place
was "reformed" by overthrowing the altars
and burning images, vestments, and massbooks. 13
A charter of I457 gives, in addition to the
Abbot, the names of 24 monks "chapterly
assembled. "14
A lease of I532, granted by the abbot and
convent assembled in chapter, is signed by the
abbot, sub-prior, and 24 monks,15 the establishment being thus of the same number as at the
death of the first abbot in 12I9. Another lease
of I546 is signed by the abbot, sub-prior, and
I8 monks. 16
1 Scotichr., lib. IX, cap. xxvii.
2 Chartulary
of Lindores Abbey (S.H.S.), p. 284. 3 Ibid.,
No. vii. 4" They had ancientlie 'i n this abbey
4 great bells, Michael, and Raphael, Mary bell
and Gabrielle, of which Mary bell was of silver,
the gift of ther first founder." Balfour MS.
in the National Library quoted in Lindores
Abbey, &c., by Alexander Laing, F.S.A.Scot., p.
I32. 5 Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., ix (I870-2), p. 209.
6 Henry, the eldest, who died young is recorded
to have been buried there. Fordun, Gesta
A nnalia, xxx. 7 Scotichr., VIII, xxv. 8 Fordun,
Gesta Annalia, xxix. 9 Ibid., xxx. 10 Theiner,
Vetera Monumenta, No. cccx. 11 Papal Registers, i, p. 60I. 12 Letters and Papers, For. and
Dom., Henry VIII, xviii, Part ii, No. I28 .
. 13 Knox's letter in Calderwood's History of the
Kirk of Scotland (Wodrow Socy.), i, p. 470.
14 Lindores Abbey, p. 479.
15 The Stirlings of
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Keir, Sir W. Fraser, pp. 346-9. 16 Lindores
Abbey, p. 430. Cf. also Eccles. Arch., ii, p. 2I7.
vi N.E. 2I July I925.

~

SECULAR BUILDING.
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The fourth earl bestowed Pitcairlie on his
second son Patrick, who became Lord Lindores.
Patrick Leslie, the second Lord Lindores, died
at " Pitcartey " in I649.1 He had borrowed so
heavily on the estate that after his death it
passed to a creditor.
1 Balfour, A nnales of Scotland, iii, p. 423.
vi S.W. 20 July I925.

435. Pitcairlie House.-The estate of Pitcairlie
lies a the western extremity of the county, on
thePerthshire border, about Z miles south of N ewburgh. The mansion (Fig. 339), which stands
MISCELLANEOUS.
on an eminence, is a composite structure, greatly
altered in the I8th century and again about
G."r.ross,Mugdrum House.-ThismuchmutiI800, but still retaining a late I6th-century la~oss (Fig. 24) stands with its longer axis
basis, the extent and arrangement of which east and west on the crest of a knoll within the
cannot now be accurately determined. All that policies 6f Mugdrum House, immediately north
can be said is that the western part and a of the lodge. It still rests on its original base,
rectangular tower projecting from the southern which has been socketed to receive the pillar,
angle are definitely of the earliest period. The but both base and pillar have a considerable
house is three storeys in height, rubble-built inclination towards the east. The head and
and harled, except at the front, which has been arms .have been broken off and the shaft,
refaced. The tower is surmounted by an ashlar which has been sculptured on all sides, has
parapet with rounds, and has a turret-stair become so badly weathered that the design
corbelled out at second-floor level within the has practically disappeared on the south and
western re-entrant angle. In its lower part, on west, while on the north and east it can be only
the south-west face, are three recesses, 22 inches roughly determined.
high, ZIt inches broad, and 22 inches deep, set
The eastern face is divided into four com5 feet 3 inches from the ground; their purpose partments with borders that are partly plain
is unknown. The present entrance faces north- and partly ornamented, the two highest panels
east and opens into a modernised hall, which being separated from each other by a horizontal
originally formed three apartments; beyond is band which bears what is probably a diagonal
a vaulted passage, from which are entered two key-pattern. The uppermost panel contains
vaulted chambers, the smaller opening into the the figure of a horseman, which on the sinister
lower part of the toweJ;. The stair, which rises side is almost obliterated. The panel beneath
at the western end of the hall, is modern, and also contains .the figure of a horseman who
there is no trace of the original access to the seems to be armed with a spear and to be
upper floors. On the first floor, the drawing- in the act of riding down a smaller figure-a
room, a modernised room, occupies the front representation not unlike that occurring on the
of the house, and on the western side of the Dogton Cross (No. 354). The third panel conpassage are three chambers, the two northern tains two horsemen, the one in front being of
of which were originally one room. The southern smaller size than the one in rear. The bottom
chamber communicates with a chamber in the panel IS very indistinct, but it appears to
tower, which is panelled in Memel pine of the represent a group of animals or a hunting scene.
I8th century, and there are traces of a similar
The sculpture on the upper part of the north
finish in the other rooms. On the second storey side has been entirely defaced, but at the
the tower-room and the smoking-room, which is bottom are two panels showing different kinds
above the drawing-room, are panelled; the of ornamentation. The lower one, which is
other rooms have been modernised, but one abo.u t IO inches in height, bears an indistinct
contains a simply moulded stone fireplace, which key-pattern design, and the upper one a foliated
is original.
scroll-work in four circles, a special characteristic
HISTORICAL NOTE. - Pitcairlie was within of the later group of free-standing crosses. The
the barony of Balmbreich (No. 259), and so shaft and base are both of grey sandstone. The
belonge~ to the family of Leslie, Earl of Rothes.
measurements are: Shaft, ~eight, I I feet 3
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inches; width, 2 feet 4 inches; thickness at
middle, I foot 3 inches; Base, 5 feet 7 inches
by 3 feet 8 inches, and varying from I foot 6
inches to 2 feet in height.
Cf. Early Christian Monuments, .p. 367.
vi N.W. 28 May 1925.

r.437\

Fragment of Cross, Mugdrum House.L~at the base of the Mugdrum Cross (No.

436), is a portion of another monument, the
maximum dimensions of which are 2 feet 3
inches high by I foot 7i inches broad by 7 inches
thick. It has originally been sculptured on
front and back with different Celtic-cross
designs and has been perforated at each of the
four angles which the arms make with the
shaft. These perforations are an interesting
feature as marking the transition to the freestanding cross. Only one of them, however, is
now completely visible, and the stone has otherwise suffered a good deal of mutilation, the
result of its having been utilised as a lintel
stone. In adapting it for that purpose one of
the sides has been dressed down and the date
1610 incised. The cros;; on the face of the slab
is very much worn and defaced, and details of
the ornamentation cannot now be identified, but
on the background two designs--one a narrow
border of incised linear scroll-work, and the
other, two intertwining sea-monsters-have
been arranged alongside the shaft on the sinister
side. On the back what remains of the crossdesign shows a portion of the shaft and one of
the transverse limbs connected by the usual
ring, both sections being highly ornamented
with interlaced work. Beneath the arm, on the
dexter side, is a panel bordered by a narrow
band of interlacement, in which appears the
figure of a deer with head turned backwards,
while below it, and embellished with conventional spirals, is the representation of another
animal, perhaps a horse. The fragment was
brought from Carpow in the parish of Abernet4y, Perthshire.
Cf. Froc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xii (1877-8), p. 462 ;
Early Christian Monuments, pp. 3II-I3.
vi N.W. 28 May 1925.
438 Cup-marked Boulder, ,~ Macduff's Cross."
- n the pass leading to Strathearn, at an
elevation of over 400 feet above sea-level and
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about Ii miles south-west of the town of
Newburgh, is a large sandstone boulder, which
rests on an earthen platform surrounded by a
comparatively modern circular setting of smaller
stones. The boulder measures on an average
3 feet 3 inches high by 3 feet 6 inches wide,
with a girth at base of IS feet 5 inches and at
top of 12 feet 9 inches. It is roughly cubical in
shape, tapering somewhat from the base to a
slightly hollowed top, where it is distinctly cupmarked. 'The cups vary from Ii to 3 inches in
width and from i inch to Ii inches in depth.
The name "Macduff's CTOSS," by which the
stone is now popularly known, does not occur in
local records until 1814, and it is more than
doubtful whether the boulder is really the base
of a cross. There is not the slightest indication
that it has ever been socketed for a shaft, despite
the current story that the cross itself was thrown
down arid destroyed by the Reformers in 1559
on their way from Perth to Cupar. Sir James
Balfour of Denmyln calls it, "Our ancient
Limitt or march stone which devydit this
Countrey [of Fife] from the Countrey palatine of
Stratherne.' '1
1 Denmilne MSS.,
National Library. Cf.
also Laing's Lindores Abbey and its Burgh of
N ewb2trgh, p. 320 ff.
vi N.W. 28 May 1925.
SITES.

~Fort,

"The Ring," Newburgh.-" On

t~ck Cairn, the highest point of the Ochils
behind Newburgh, there is one of these rude
stone entrenchments ... encircling the summit.
... Since the plantation on the Black Cairn has
grown up, the entrenchment around it has
become moss-covered, and it is now scarcely
known; but in the last generation it was
familiarly known by the name of " The Ring"
... and it is so designated (A.D. 1547) in the
charter by the Abbot of Lindores, which confirms ' the possession of it to the burgesses of
Newburgh, to whom it still belongs." The
charter reads, "the stone circle situated on the
ridge of the said hill, which is vulgarly called
the Ring of Blackcarn."-Lindores Abbey and
its Burgh of Newburgh, by Alexander Laing,
F.S.A.Scot., pp. 5-7, and 482.
vi S.W. (" Black Cairn ").
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The O.S. map r ecords a site as under : -

SITE.

440. Nine Wells, Newburgh Common.
vi S.W.

443. Culdees Chapel, Balchrystie.
xxi S.E. 3 August 1927.

NEWBURN.

PITTENWEEM.

ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.

44I. Old Parish Church, Newburn.-At the
so
side of the road close to Little Dumbarnie
ha!f a mile no'rth-west of Balchrystie, st and th~
rums of the old parish church, so densely clad
with ivy that the ext ernal features are not
apparent . The rubble walls rise to a height of
about 12 feet, and there are east and west
gables, th~ latter with a lat e belfry. The church
measures mternally 54 feet 10 inches in length
by 12 feet 4 inches in breadth at the east end
and 14 feet 10 inches at the west end the
widening being all on tile north betwee~ the
west gable an.d a transeptal aisle, which projects
from the mIddle of the north wall and is
a later addition.
The wind~ws, one of which in the west gable
has had a cIrcular head, are now all built up,
and other structural changes have been made.
The original entrance is probably the roundheaded door near the western end of the south
wall, but the porch which covers it is lat er. An
equilateral-headed credence in the north wall
with roll-moulding and outer ch ecks for a doo;
and a sn:all locker-rec.ess beneath, is a preReformatlOn f.eature, as IS also a recessed piscina,
chamfered, wIth a bowl 10 inches in diameter
opposite to it in the south wall. A larger reces~
a! the southern end of the east gable, 2l feet
hIgh by I foot 10 inches wide by I foot 2 inches
deep, now closed by a memorial st one, may also
be early.
xxi S.E'. 3 August 1927.
MISCELLANEOUS.
442.' Lintel and Sundial, Balchrystie.- A lintel,
4 feet long and 10 inches high, and a
sundIal, about a foot square, are built into the
wall of an outhouse. Each bears the initials
LF. and M.M. with the date 1676.
xxi S.E. 3 August 1927.
abou~
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444. ~he Priory.-This house of Augustinian
or
stm Canons stood on the raised beach
overlooking the harbour, near the site of th~
present parish church, which may partly overlie
the foundations of the monastic church. All
that can be identified with certainty as part of
the conventual buildings is the gatehouse (Fig.
35;>), but the encl?sure into which it opened,
eVIdently the clOIster, is bounded on west
(Fig'. 354) and south by buildings which dat e in part from the 15th century.
The gatehouse faces north-east. It is built of
~ours:d rubble, with pinnings, and is two storeys
m h eIght. In the lower part is a central archway, above which, near the wall-head, is an
empty panel-space, flanked ' at a lower level by
two small windows checked for outer shutters.
The wall-head bears a parapet-walk proj ecting
on h eavy machicolated corbels of two m embers
and circled at the eastern angles to carry
, rounds.' The style of the corbels suggests a
15th-century date. There has also been a
parapet on the inner side of the wall, and the
access to its walk was by a stair on the north
gable. The roof of th e upper storey must therefore have been of the lean-to variety. The
c:ntral archway opens into a transe, on either
SIde of , which. is a chamber, the northern one
partly vaulted.
The range of buildings on the south is threestoreyed and may have been h eightened. It
has been considerably modernised, but the
lowest storey, which consists of three cellars
a nd a p end, all vaulted, was in exist ence in the
lat e 16th · century, and is probably of earlier
date.
The western range of buildings is pierced by a
~entral transe. It was almost entirely rebuilt
m the 16th century, with an alteration of the
?riginallevels, and there was further rebuilding
m the 17th. The only surviving details referable
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to the earliest period are a fireplace and a
round-headed doorway in the west wall. Except
at the north gable, against which th ere has been
a two-storeyed pent-house, the structure is
mainly three-storeyed . The masonry is rubble,
probably at one time harled. The east wall has

[PITTENWEEM.

now be traced, these are not earlier than the
17th century.
An armorial panel of the 15th century has
been inserted into the west wall of the Episcopalian Church, which adjoins the property.
The shield is ensigned with a mitre supported
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36S.-The Priory, Pittenweem (No. 444).

two oriel windows and a slight circled proj ection
at a turnpike. The broad northern crow-steps
of the centre part date from the 16th century.
On the west wall, at first-floor level, there has
been a balcony on the centre part of the range,
part of its weather-table, access, and corbels
being still traceable. No part of the range is
vaulted.
On the north there has b een another range of
buildings. To judge by the openings that can

by angel figures, and it bears: A chevron
between three cross-crosslets fitchy within a
double tressure flory-count er-flory, for J ames
K ennedy, Bishop of St . Andrews, who died in
1465. On a scroll below the shield is a now
illegible motto . . The same coat is repeat ed on
the shield built upside down into the south
gable of the Town H all, which was erected in
1821 on the site of an earlier building at the
south end of the present west range. In the
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north wall of the chancel of the Episcopal
church is an armorial stone ensigned with a
mitre and bearing: Quarterly, Ist and 4th, a
chevron engrailed between three - - ; 2nd
and 3rd an eagle's (?) head erased and collared .
CARVED PANELs.-In one of the cellars of the
south range were found six carved panels 0'£
oak, which appear to have been the door of a
cabinet in the Priory. Each bears a headthree male and three female-within a medallion, the rest of the surface being ornamented
with strap-work and foliaceous designs, Renaissance in character. One head wears a crown
and is surmounted by a wreath. This may be
intended for James V (ISI3-IS42), as the work
dates from about his time. The panels are
now in the National Museum and are figured in
Archaeologia Scotica, III, pI. xi, fig. i; d. p.
30 9.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Pittenweem (" Petneweme ") was conferred by David I on the church
and" brethren" of the May.l After the dissociation of the Priory of the May from Reading
(see No. 39), the comparatively superior attractions of Pittenweem over the island brought
about the transference of the convent to the
mainland town. Thereafter the foundation
becomes "the monastery of Pittenweem alias
of the Isle of May,"2 or " the priory of the May
and Pittenweem."3 In a charter of lS40/1 it is
described as a place " of small importance and
dependent on the honest toil (virtuosis laboribus)
of the poor fishermen inhabiting the burgh and
barony of Pittenweem."" Thirty-two years
after the Reformation part at least of the
conventual buildings became the property of
the burgh. The buildings specified are the
"greit hous . . . contenand the channonis or
- monkis frater and dortor ... with the cellaris
beneth and loftis abone the samyn frater and
dortor ... the westries of the said monasterie
vnder and abone ... the chaptour chalmer ...
and cellair beneth the said chalmer," all lying
" on the wast pairt of the inner clois of the said
monasterie betuix the samyn clois on the east,
the new galrie at the eist end of the hall of the
said monasterie on the south, the commoun gait
[road], kirk yaird and houses, &c., on the wast
and the wast gardin of the said monasterie on
the north partis." The character of the frater
and dorter as three-storeyed buildings and their
position, as well as that of the chapter-house,
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in the west range of the cloister, are unusual.
The buildings were to be used for the erection
of a minister's manse, grarrimar-school, tolbooth,
prison, weigh-house, custom-house, &c. 5 Cf. also
. Introd., p. xlviii.
1 Records of the Priory of the Isle of May, p. 3.
2 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., lS26, No. 388. 3 Ibid.,
s.a., IS40/1, No. 2292. "Ibid. 5 Acts Parl.
Scot., iii, p. 552.

xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 30 June 1927.
( 44 . Parish Church.-The church stands at
tee t end of the High Street, probably on the
site of the Priory Church. It has been entirely
restored and is now relatively modern, but the
tower (Fig. 360), which stands at its north-west
corner, dates from 1588. It is square on plan,
with a projection for a turnpike, circled below
and corbelled out to the square at the upper
part. The four lower storeys are built of rubble,
harled. - The top storey, which contains the
clock and two bells, is constructed in ashlar
and oversails on a corbel-course. It is surmounted by a corbel-cornice and balustrade,
forming "the bertisene of the steeple,"l and
terminates in a graceful stone spire provided
with lucarnes. The top storey and spire were
probably not completed until the 17th century.
The central pedestal of the balustrade bears a
spray of three thistles. The northern windows
have gun-loops in the sills. The ground floor
is vaulted.

BELLs.-The larger bell, measuring 2St inches
in diameter by 19~- inches in height, is enriched
with fillets, crest, and scroll-work, and bears
the inscription: HAFVER SIORAN PVTENS EFTER
LATNA ENKA LATITGIVTA AR I663. I.e." Cast
by the late Joran [=George] Putensen's widow
and successor in · the year 1663." Putensen
was C\ Danish bell-founder working in Stockholm and made many fine bells. (Cf. p. 23.)
For the rendering and information we are indebted to Dr. Mats Amark, Upsala, Sweden.
Under the word EFTER is a smp.ll medallion, but
the subject cannot be seen. The other bell,
dating from 1742, has been recast.
CARVED PANEL.-Inserted in the vestry is a
panel of oak, measuring 2St by 1St inches and
representing, in deep relief, the Last Supper,
Fig. 3S9. It came from a house in the High
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Street and is probably of Dutch workmanship.
Originally it was in the Priory.
DATED PANEL.-On the exterior of the south
wall of the church is inserted a panel with the
date 1532.
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTs.-On the north side
of the church is a recumbent slab, 2! feet broad
and with a present length of 4t feet, which
bears in high relief the worn effigy of a man in
17th-century costume, flanked by the initials
I.W. Beside this slab lies the coped stone of
William Watson, sometime bailie, who died in
1657. On the upper surface is a shield bearing:
A cross patty between two crescents in chief
and two stars in base. On the south wall of the
church is the ' mural monument of George
Hamilton of Cairns, sometime minister of
Pittenweem, who died in 1673. At the bottom
is his coat of arms. The crest is an open Bible,
the motto, LEGO CREDO. The shield is parted
per pale: dexter, on a fess, between three cinquefoils, a man's heart, for Hamilton of Cairns;
sinister, four annulets, on a chief three mullets,
and on an inescutcheon at fess a heart. The
north wall of the churchyard contains the
remains of a Renaissance mural monument,
into which have been inserted three stones, not
necessarily related, bearing inscriptions in late
Gothic lettering, now indecipherable.
1 Stat. Acct., iv, p. 376.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 20 July 1927.

-

SECULAR BUILDINGS.

( 446. House, 23 High Street, Pittenweem.- This
late. . l6th-century house (Fig. 361) stands on the
north side of the High Street. It is rubble-built,
and consists of an oblong three-storeyed main
block with a wing projecting to the street and
containing a turnpike in the lower part. The
wall-head of the main block was raised in the
17th century, and the windows have been
enlarged. The southern angles of the wing are
chamfered off, and its upper part, which comprises two chambers entered from a turret-stair
corbelled out in the western re-entrant angle,
oversails on a heavy moulded corbel-course, not
unlike that on the east tower of Kellie Castle
(No. 84). The windows are small and have
margins moulded like certain windows at Kellie
and at Balcomie Castle (No. 123). The gables

IS
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are crow-stepped. The entrance, a moulded
doorpiece, lies at the stair-foot. One room on
the first floor is panelled in Memel pine.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 20 July 1927.

@

Houses in Pittenweem.-(I) No. 18 East
SH()l: , which stands facing the harbour near
the lower end of Cove Wynd, is a late 17thcentury house of three main storeys. It has a
central curvilinear gablet, the upper part of
which contains a dovecot. Above the entrance is
an empty panel-space. (2) At NO.9 West Shore
is a lintel bearing the date 1624 and a monogram, seemingly W.M.G.B. : the lintel is a later
insertion. (3) THE GYLES, a large tenement
at the inner end of the old pier, dates from the
17th century. (4) No. 10 Cove Wynd is a twostoreyed harled house probably of the late 16th
century.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. (unnoted). 3 April 1928.
MISCELLANEOUS.

~ Town Cross, Pittenweem.-Against the
west- face of the tower of the parish church is built the town cross, a shaft of freestone 8 feet
I inch in height and 9t inches in diameter,
octagonal in section in the lower part and circular
in the upper. It probably dates from the 17th
century. Midway on the shaft one face bears
a thistle and another a rose, but some device
on the front and an inscribed label above
have been destroyed. The capital is incomplete
and bears the date May 11 17[3]6.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 20 July 1927.
449· Panelling, 3 1 High Street, Pittenweem.The house and shop at this address date from
the 17th century, but have been modernised,
and the only feature of interest left is some
early 18th-century panelling in a front room on
the first floor. A romantic landscape is painted
on the panel above the mantelpiece.
xxii S.E., xxx N.E. 20 July 1927.
~

r 450. St. Fillan's Cave.r The cave from which

the burgh takes its name 1 has been a natural
hollow in an outcrop of rock, some 80 yards
north of the harbour. It is used as a store and
is entered from Cove Wynd. Across the mouth
of the cave there now runs a wall, in the lower
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part of which is a 17th-century doorway, and
in the upper part a fanlight. The length of the
cave is some 93 feet, divided into two by a
wall which extends ,33 feet 6 inches inward
from the entrance. The average width is 20
feet and height 10 feet. The outer part of the
cave is the wider and higher. It contains a
built vat or shallow tank at each side. The
inner part bifurcates at the farther end. On the
west side is a built staircase, which winds upward and terminates in a vaulted cellar opening
into the Priory grounds. The cave is entirely
a natural formation, save for the walls and stair,
which are not earlier in date than the 17th
century.
1 " Pittenweem" is for Peit na h-uam(h)a,
" Share of the cave."-Watson's Celtic PlaceNames of Scotland, p. 412.
xxii S.E., xxx N .E. (unnoted). 3 April 1928.
SITE.
The O.S. map records a site as under : 451. Abbey Well.
xxii S.E. and xxx N.E.

ST. ANDREWS.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.
~

~ Parish Church, St. . Andrews.-This
c~;-h, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, dates
from 1412 but has been almost entirely rebuilt,
the last reconstruction dating from 1907-9. It
was originally cruciform with an aisled choir
and nave and a tower at the north-west angle.
The tower, as well as the two western arches
and some of the piers of the nave arcade, is
incorporated in the new structure. The archmouldi~gs are r ebat ed chamfers; the piers are
cylindrical with simply moulded bell-shaped
capitals and chamfered bases. The tower,
which has a little wing to contain the staircase,
is built of ashlar. It has one string-course,
forming a sill-course to the windows of the- bellchamber, on three sides of which are doublets
with trefoiled heads, while the north window,
as it lies beside the stair-wing, is smaller and is
divided by only a single mullion. The other
windows of the tower are small round-headed

[ST. ANDREWS'

lights with a double hollow chamfer and check.
The entrance is from the north aisle through a
small round-headed doorway, hollow-chamfered.
The stair ascends as far as the parapet where it
terminates in a stone spir e rising beside, but
clear of, the main spire. Both spires have
lucarnes and were obviously built about the
same time as the spire of St. Salvator's Church,
which dates from the 16th century. The parapet is 74 feet above . ground and is borne on
simple spaced corbels.
STALLs.--In the church are two oak stalls of
the early 16th century.
Mo'NuMENT.--In the east wall of the south
transept is the handsome monument of white
and black marble (Fig. 362) to Archbishop James
Sharp. It was carved in Holland. On the
pedestal is a r epr esentation of the murder of the
Archbishop on Magus Muir (Fig. 364) on 3rd
May 1679. Above is a sarcophagus set between
Corinthian columns and bearing a Latin inscription as follows: D.O.M. / SACRATISSIMI ANTISTITIS
PRUDENTISSIMI SENATORIS SANCTISSIMI MARTYR IS
CINERES PRECIOSISSIMOS / SUBLIME HOC TEGIT
MAUSOLEUM / HIC NAMQ(UE) JACET / QUOD SUB
SOLE RELIQUUM EST REVERENDISSIMI IN XTO*
PATRIS / D.D. JACOBI SHARP S(ANC)TI ANDRE£
ARCHI: EPISCOPI TOTIUS SCOTI£ PRIMATIS &c /
QUEM / PHILOSOPHI£ ET THEOLOGIlE PROFESSOREM ACADEMIA PRESBYTERUM DOCTOREM PR£SULEM ECCLESIA / TUM ECCLESIASTICI TUM CIVILIS
STATUS MINISTRUM PRIMARIUM SCOTIA/SERENISSIMI CAROL[ SECUNDI MONARCHICIQ(UE) IMPERII
RESTITUTIONIS SUASOREM BRITANNIA / EPISCOPALIS ORDINIS IN SCOTIA INSTAURATOREM
CHRISTIANUS ORBIS / PIETA(T)IS EXEMPLUM
PACIS ANGELUM SAPIENTI£ ORACULUM GRAVITATIS IMAGINEM BONI ET FIDELES SUBDITI /
IMPIETATIS PERDUELLIONIS ET SCHISMATIS
HOSTEM ACERRIMUM ! DEI REGIS ET GREGIS
INIMICI VIDERUNT AGNOVERUNT ADMIRABANTUR
/ QUEMQ(UE)/TALISET TANTUS CUM ESSET NOVEM
CONJURATI
PARRICID£ FANATICO FURORE
PERCITI / IN METROPOLITIC£ SUlE CIVITATIS
VICINIO LUCENTE MERIDIANO SOLE CHARISSIMA
FILIA / PRIMOGENITA ET DOMESTICIS FAMULI$
VULNERATIS LACHRIMANTIBUS RECLAMANTIBUS /
IN GENUA UT PRO IPSIS ETIAM ORA RET PROLAPSUM QUAMPLURIMIS VULNERIBUS / CONFOSSUM
SCLOPETIS GLADIIS PUGIONIBUS HOR(R)ENDUM

* For CHRISTO.
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IN MODUM TRUCIDARUNT / 3 0 DIE MAIJ J6 79
JETATIS 'SUJE 61 (" To the Glory of God. This
lofty tomb covers the unspeakably precious dust
of the holiest of bishops, the sagest of statecouncillors, the most saintly of martyrs, for
here lies all that remains beneath the sun of the
Most Reverend Father in Christ, James Sharp,
Doctor of Divinity, Archbishop of St. Andrews,
Primate of all Scotland, etc., whom the University regarded, acknowledged and continually
marvelled at as a professor of theology and
philosophy, the Church as priest, teacher, and
leader, Scotland as its Prime Minister, ecclesiastical and lay, Britain as the advocate of the
restoration of His Most Gracious Majesty,
Charles the "Second, and of the monarchy, the
world of Christianity as the man who reestablished the order of Episcopacy in Scotland,
good and faithful subjects as a model of piety,
an angel of peace, an oracle of wisdom and a
picture of dignity, enemies of God, the King,
and the people as the bitterest foe of irreligion,
treason and schism, and whom · despite his
character and eminence nine sworn assassins,
inspired by fanatical rage, did with pistols,
swords and daggers most foully massacre close
to his metropolitan seat, under the noonday
sun, with his beloved eldest daughter and his
personal attendants bleeding, weeping and
protesting, on May 3rd, 1679, in the sixty-first
year of his age, piercing him with countless
wounds when he had fallen on his knees to pray
even for his murderers.")
On the sarcophagus is a marble figure of the
Archbishop kneeling, while from a white marble
cloud an angel holds out a martyr's crown.
Behind the head of the Archbishop are the
words PRO MITRA painted in gold, this being the
origin of the crest now used by the family, a
gold celestial crown, and the motto, PRO MITRA
CORONAM. On a cartouche on the frieze, b elow
a mitre and backed by crossed crooks, are the
Archbishop's arms: A fess between two crosscrosslets fitchy in chief and a mullet in base,
impaled with a saltire for the See. In the
pediment is a panel in low relief representing
the Archbishop supporting a church.
CONSECRATION CRoss.-On the west side of
the tower is the upper half of a consecration
cross 18t inches in diameter.
ix S.W. 17 July 1926.

,/

[ST. ANDREWS.

453. Church of the Blessed Mary of the Rock.

--->.The ruin of this church, consisting of little
more than foundations, stands on the cliff
overlooking the harbour but outside the abbey
wall, from which it was separated by the Kirk
H eugh, a hollow now levelled up. The remains
are those of a cruciform church. The nave is
believed to be the older part, but its walls are
represented merely by their core, from which,
however, fragments of carved stones were
recovered. The foundation stones were bedded
in clay! (d. No. 454, p. 228). At the north-west
angle are the foundations of a heavy buttress of
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FIG. 369.- St. Mary 's, Kirk H eugh (No. 453)·

Romanesque type and, on the north wall, of a
single intermediate pilaster of slight proj ection.
These data suggest for the nave a 12th-century
date. At the junction with the north transept
are indications of what was apparently an
external stair.
The other parts show 13th-century masonry
of ashlar, into which are built several sections
of semi-shafts. At base there is ext ernally a
splayed ground-course, which also appears internally on the north side of the crossing. Towards
the eastern end of the north wall of the choir
is the entrance to a revestry, of which there is
no other trace. The east gable has contained a
double window. The footings for the altar and
for the sedilia remain. The orientation of the
later part diverges somewhat from that of the
nave.
When the church was cleared in 1860, it was
found that the floor of the eastern division or
choir had been paved with coloured tiles. In
the same place were found also a Celtic crossshaft and a tombstone of c. I4th century. The
latter which has been left in situ, is much
wasted but seems to bear a cross with graduated
base and enriched head; on the sinister side
are shears and on the dexter a short sword.
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To the north of the church lies a cope-shaped
stone with a small transverse stone at the foot
or eastern end.
DOORWAY.-In the wall which encloses the
signal-station south of the ruin is a 15th-century
doorway with a three-sided head like those in
St. Salvator's Church (No. 461).
HISTORICAL NOTE.-This church probably
occupies, or is near to, the site of the house of
the Culdees at St. Andrews: in the list of
" provost~ies" attached to the Scott'chronicon
it is said to have been founded by Constantine
II, who died in 877. Before 1290, however, it
had become a " provostry " or collegiate church
of St. Mary and a royal chapeI.2 It is specified
in presentations of the first half of the 16th
century as " the collegiate church of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of the Rock" or "of the Kirkheuch." Five prebendaries in addition to the
provost are on record. 3 Bishop Leslie states
that in June 1559 the Earl of Argyll and the
Prior of St. Andrews, afterwards Earl of Moray,
" caused ... pull doune" among other buildings the college kirke of Heuche."4
1 Handbook of St. Andrews; D. Hay Fleming,
LL.D'., p. 84. 2 Laing Charters, No. 15. 3 Reg.
Sec. Sig., ii, passim. 4 History of Scotland
(Bannatyne Club), p. 273.
ix S.W. 24 June 1926.

[ST. ANDREWS.

being consecrated either in lI26 or before 17th
July lI27. The 13th-century" Legend of St.
Andrew"4 relates that Bishop Robert after
his consecration "set himself zealously to
accomplish what he had much at heart-the
enlargement of his church and its dedication to
divine worship." The same source states that
for a while the work proceeded slowly through
lack of funds, but that by the time of the appointment of the first prior in lI44 5 the greater part
of the church had been completed and the
cloister was at a stage fit for occupation.
Bishop Robert died in lI59 and is stated in the
Scotichronicon to have been buried in the" old
church of St. Andrews."
St. Rule's consists of a sanctuary and choir with
a lofty western tower (Fig. 367). It is apparent
_1125-44
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454· St. Regulus' or St. Rule's Church.-

as the first church of the Augustinian
Priory, and the immediate predecessor of the
Cathedral, which stands only 38 yards away
(Fig. 366). It is quite the most interesting of
the earlier churches in Scotland, and the date
of its erection has been the subject of considerable discussion. In certain details it so markedly resembles the early 12th-century church of
Wharram-Ie-Streetl in Yorkshire as to force the
conclusipn that some of the workmen employed
had been engaged on both structures. The
evid~nce from comparison is strengthened by an
historic connection between the buildings.
Wharram-le-Street belonged to Nostell Priory
near Pontefract in Yorkshire, and from Nostell
Alexander I brought six canons to found the
Augustinian priory at Scone, 2 the first of its
kind in Scotland. Robert, one of this bpdy,
became the first prior of Scone, and within a
few years was elected bishop of St. Andrews, 3
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that a nave was not at first contemplated, but
that provision for one was made while work was
in progress, probably before the tower had risen
to its full height. So much may be inferred
from the fact that the details of the western
archway indicate that it was an insertion made
not long after the construction of the eastern
arch, and possibly before the completion ()f that
leading to the sanctuary. The seal of the chapter, of which seven reproductions, ranging from
the 12th to the 17th century, are preserved in
the Cathedral Museum, includes a representation of St. Rule's Church which .is shown,
curiously enough, as without an apsidal sanctuary but with a nave, the tower appearing in
the centre of the whole, while a smaller tower
stands at the south-west angle of the nave.
The die-cutting is well done, and the church is
clearly recognisable as a Romanesque building,

228

Ancient and H istorical Monuments-Fife, Kinross, and Clackmannan.

Fig. 37I.- St. Rule's, Arch between Tower a nd
Choir (p. 229).

FIG. 372.- St. Rule's , Sanctuary Arch (p. 230).

FIG. 373.-Cathedral, 'W est Procession al Door (p. 233).

Fig. 374 ·- Catheclral , Pie r of Crossing (p . 232).
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FIG.

375.- South Aisle of Cath edral , Interior (p . 232)

FIG.

376.-Cath ed ral .a nd St. Rule's from the East.
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but it is probable that the cutter worked from
imperfect information.
That a nave was
eventually attached to the building is made
clear by a roof-raggle on the tower. Its pitch,
however, corresponds to that of the lowest of
the three roofs which, as will be noted presently,
successively covered the choir.
The masonry is of a local close-grained grey
sandstone 6 and is excellent . The closely jointed
walls, 3 feet thick at base, are built of ashlar,
out- and in-band, without visible packing. The
three lower courses are of great stones, about
33 inches by 21 inches in dimensions. As they
rise, however, the courses decrease progressively
to about 14 inches in height on the upper part of
the tower. There is an almost entire absence of
the carved decoration which is found on the
other Norman churches in Scotland, and the
characteristic sill-string does not occur, though
it appears on the seals. A slightly chamfered
foundation-course returns round the building,
and at wall-head level of the choir there is a
double-chamfered dripping eaves-course, borne
on hollow corbels, shaped and of slight projection-a characteristic Norman treatment. This
eaves-course returns as a string round the tower
and has been cut into by the western arch.
THE TOWER.-The tower (Fig. 367), is 14i feet
square internally and rises 108 feet 4 inches
above the foundation course. On the west
front there are two slight buttresses rising to
the string-course. These seem to have been
added when the western arch was inserted,
as the original founding-course passes through
them. The archway, which presumably replaces
an earlier and smaller opening, has been twice
contracted, first in the 13th century and for the
second time in the late 16th century, but of the
13th-century opening only the lower courses
remain. Its outer jambs are shafted, and their
capitals develop from the rounded section of the
shaft to a rectangular shape below the abacus,
which is rectangular on plan and has a chamfered
under-surface. Similar capitals appear in the
archways that open into the choir and the '
sanctuary (Figs. 371-2), but are otherwise unknown in Scotland. The necking has the archaic
characteristic of being worked high on the cap
and not at the shaft junction. The arch is slightly
" horseshoe" and is built in two orders, the
outer plane, the inner with roll-and-hollow
mouldings.
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Above the roof-raggle, already referred to, is
one small window with a rounded head cut in
the lintel. The belfry storey is defined by a
string-course, which serves as the sill-course of
a doublet window on each face. These windows
have had nook-shafts and also intermediate
twin shafts which are set back to back and have
together a section like a dumb-bell. The capital
of each pair of intermediate shafts is a single
stone with square abacus and hollow-chamfered
under-member. Here also the necking is set
high on the cap, while the bases have a small
torus above and extend in a hollow below.
The arches, which are semi-circular, are cut in
the lintels and are wrought with a slight rollmoulding. Above each of the doublet windows
is a small doorway with a rounded head, and
towards the angles at this level are putlog holes.
These last were for the support of a projecting
timber-hoarding as a scaffold for repairing the
spire. The spire no longer exists but is shown
on the seals. It is there represented without a
parapet and apparently sat flush on the original
wall-head, which still remains set forward on a
corbel-table like that on the choir below. Later,
probably ' in the 16th century, the wall-head
was raised as a parapet on another corbeltable. It too was surmounted by a spire, but
this rose within the new parapet.
On the eastern face of the tower (Fig. 376)
are the raggles of three successive roofs over
the choir. That in the middle, pitched rather
steeper than 45 degrees, apparently marks the
original roof, and the highest, pitched at 60
degrees, may represent a 13th-century heightening, while the lowest, at 45 degrees, is probably
later, as it was set to suit a guttered parapet,
and may have been formed for the roof constructed by Prior William de Lothian (1340-54).7
The eastern arch (Fig. 371), like the western,
has been built up but, before this was done, it
had been twice contracted. The jambs are
perceptibly inclined. The shafts, bases and one
capital are missing, but part of the northern
capital remains and shows that it has been
similar to those of the western arch. On the
inner face is an impost. The arch, slightly
" horse-shoe" in form, is built in two plane
square-edged orders. The voussoirs do not
radiate correctly from a common centre, and
the outer order springs too far back, as though
the builders were doubtful whether to carry up

229

sT. ANbREWS.]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) ·COMMISSION.

the line of the shaft or the arris of the wall
plane, and had taken a middle course. Above
the archway is a small door, with a head semicircular towards the tower but roughly pointed
towards the choir. This gave access from the
tower to a loft in the choir roof, and may be,
wholly or in part, of a later time.
A doorway, which was used in the I6th
century, has been broken out at a later date
through the south wall, but has since been
filled in. About the same time a staircase was
inserted in the base of the tower, and in I779,
according to a Town Council Minute, the present
newel-stair was carried to the wall-head. The
character of the work, however, suggests that
it may be a century older and that the entry
may refer merely to a repair. The tower walls
have an internal intake below the small western
window.
CHoIR.-The choir measures internally 26
feet by 191 feet. It is lit by two windows in
each of the side walls, their sills being some 14
feet above the ground. They are widely splayed
all round, both internally and externally, and
have been grooved for glazing at a later time.
The heads are rounded. Externally they are
cut out of the lintels, but internally they are
formed in two courses wrought to arch-shape
and provided with a keystone in the upper
course. At the east end of the south wall a
doorway has been inserted subsequently. The
archway between the choir and the sanctuary
(Fig. 372) is at a higher level than the other
archways, the sanctuary having been elevated.
Its jambs have a nook-shaft on either side with
an attached shaft between them. The bases
have been a spreading hollow moulding without
an upper fillet or torus and, on the analogy of
the bases at Wharram-Ie-Street, each probably
terminated in a chamfered member. The
capitals r esemble those of the other archways,
except that the abaci are rounded on plan in
conformity with the shafts below. The arch
head has bold mouldings, but the upper part
with the masonry above it was repaired at the
close of the I8th century.
Of the sanctuary there remain only the lower
beginnings of the side walls. The width
internally is I5 feet 9 inches. In I787 the
length was ascertained to have been 24 feet,
but it is not clear whether the eastern end was
apsidal or square: the latter form is the more
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likely. Against the south wall of the church
there has been a lean-to structure, part perhaps
of the first cloister, although the roof-raggle
does not seem to be original.
Unusual care appears to have been taken in
setting out and constructing this building. A
few years ago the whole area of the church was
found to have been excavated to a depth of six
feet and packed in with boulders, which, for
the upper two feet, were set in clay. The fabric,
after nearly 800 years, is stable and in a
remarkably good state of preservation. It is
now in the custody of H.M. Office of Works.
INCISED CRoss.-On the north wall of the
tower a cross, 9 inches high, having equal limbs
and with a depression in each angle, is roughly
incised at 8 feet from the ground.
1 Cf. Archaeolog1:a, lxxiii (I922-3), pp. 66-72.
2 Scotichronicon, i, p. 3 I6 .
3 Ibid., VI, xxiv.
4 Chronicle of the Picts and Scots, p. I91.
5 Liber
Cart. Prior. S. Andree, pp. 122-3.
6 Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xlvii (I9I2-I3), pp. 426-8.
7 Scotich., lib. VI, cap. Iii.
ix S.W. 9 June I926.
455 The Cathedral and Cloister.-The Cath ea1 urch of St. Andrew (Fig. 366), which was
also the church of the Priory, was founded by
Bishop Arnold and Malcolm IV in rr60 or rr61. 1
Rightly called "the great church," it was an
aisled cruciform structure with a central tower
and a high unaisled sanctuary of the type now
known as the "canons' ending." Originally
there were fourteen bays in the nave arcade, a
greater number than is found in any other
British church, except Norwich Cathedral.
The main dimensions were then 39I feet from
east to west by I68 feet from north to south.
Even after its shortening, the structural nave is
still the longest in Scotland and ranks with. those
of the largest churches across the border. The
foundations of the whole church were laid at one
time, when also the walls were apparently all
carried up a certain height. Progress on the
new building was unusually slow, but the choir
must have been finished by 1238, for in that
year Bishop William Malvoisine was buried
there 2 ; his predecessors had been laid to rest
" in the old church," i.e. St. Rule's.
In the time of Bishop William Wishart
(1273-I279) the west end of the church was
thrown down by a tempest and was handsomely
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FIG.

377 .- Chapter-house, Inner End of Entrance (p. 236).

FIG.

378.- West Entrance (p. 234) .

ST. ANDREvVS CATHEDRAL (Ko. 455).
To face

p. 230.
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FIG.

FIG.

379.- South Aisle, Interior: Change of Window Design (p. 232).

380.- South Aisle, Ex t erior: Change of Window D esign (r. 232).
ST. ANDREWS CATHEDRAL (No. 455).
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(sumptuose) rebuilt. 3 In the reconstruction,
however, the nave was reduced by two bays,
making the present internal length 357 feet.
This was effected by building the new gable
34 feet farther east. It is not properly bonded
into the side walls, on which moreover the wallshafts of the discarded bays can still be seen,
the additional space gained having been at one
time utilised as a porch. Wishart is further
credited with nearly" al the body of the kyrk,"
that is, almost the whole of the nave, and therefore with having completed the edifice-" his
kyrk he endit cathederalle." 4 On the south side
of the west door is the sadly mutilated h ead of
an ecclesiastic wearing a mitre, which in all
probability represents the Bishop himself.
The whole structure was roofed with lead, but
in 1304 Edward I stripped this off to use in the
siege of Stirling, paying for it and providing
material "to cover" the church. 5 The" new
cathedralle" was consecrated by Bishop
Lamberton in July 1318 in the presence of
King Robert the Bruce, seven bishops, fifteen
abbots, and a large company. 6
Sixty years later, in the time of BIshop
William de Laundelys or Landall (1341-85),
the building was sorely damaged by a fire, 7
and the most pressing work of repair took a
little over seven years. The timber work of the
choir and transepts (the" Corskirk " or crosskirk) had to be replaced and these divisions
roofed with lead. Two new piers were made in
each transept aisle, and one" quarter," i.e. side,
of the" stepil of stane " was constructed before
the seven years were finished. In" the body
of the kyrk," or nave, the nine piers on the
south side eastwards of the west door were
rebuilt, and on these were placed the arms of
the different lords who had contributed to the
expense. 8 Prior James Bisset (1393-1416)
supplied the timber work of the nave, completing
the roof and other woodwork as well as fitting
the choir with stalls. 9
In 1409 the gable of the south transept was
thrown down by a great storm, and its stones
crashed through the dormitory roof of the
Priory. 1 0 Meantime the nave, though now
covered in, remained empty and bare till Prior
James Haldenston (1419-1443) equipped it with
windows of glass, as well as with altars, images
and furnishings, and laid it with smooth pavement, which he .further carried over the floors
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of the whole church. He is also said to have
" built from the foundations the east gable with
its vault,"ll but only the window in the gable
and the vaulting, which can still be traced, are
of his time. For the next hundred years the
fabric required only minor repairs. After the
Reformation it was allowed to fall into decay.
THE CHURcH.-The remains of the church are
fragmentary. Although the east gable is fairly
complete, considerably less than half of the
west gable is left; of the choir the southern
wall is at most shoulder-high and the north wall
is reduced to its foundations; of the south
transept the west wall stands almost to the
wall-head but the gable is greatly reduced,
while the north transept has been completely
demolished; the south wall of the nave is
substantially entire, but of the north side little
remains. The walls of all the missing parts
have been traced by excavation and are marked
out on the turf (Fig. 366). Many pieces of
architectural detail have been recovered by
digging and are preserved in the Cathedral
Museum. These include voussoirs boldly carved
with dog-tooth ornament which, to judge
from their size, were apparently part of the
great arches of the crossing.
The masonwork, which is of good ashlar on a
rubble core, is built in courses averaging 15
inches in height. In the side walls a panel system
of construction has been adopted, and round the
exterior is a splayed basement-course with a
bold roll as upper member. The east gable
measures some 66 feet in height to the wallhead. As it now stands (Figs. 368, 376),
it represents the reconstruction by Prior
Haldenston, but can be seen to have been
originally divided by string-murses into three
stages corresponding to the tripartite arrangement of the internal bay design. At the angles
are compacted pilaster-buttresses with angleshafts which terminate in bunched foliaceous
capitals below the wall-heads, the latter being
tabled and over-sailing on hollow-membenid
corbels not very different from those on the
parent church, St. Regulus. At first there were
three tiers of windows in the east gable, all
similarly treated, the arches being ·round and
the jambs set in slightly recessed orders; the
windows of the lowest tier had nook-shafts,
those of the upper tiers had angle rolls. \ Both
the triforium and the clear-storey passage, the
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openings to which are shown in Fig. 368,
originally crossed the gable, but the upper of
these was removed in Haldenston's rebuilding.
Access to the high roof was given at each end
of the gable by a door in a little turret. Internally the lowest part of the gable was originally
arcaded. The arcading, however, was removed,
probably by Prior Haldenston.
The sanctuary at the extreme east end is raised
two steps above the floor level of the choir.
Its side windows, now represented by a single
jamb of the most easterly window and of the
clearstorey arcade in each wall, have resembled
those in the gable, but the clearstorey detail
shows that, by the time that height was reached,
design had progressed from late I2th-century
Transitional work to 13th - century Early
English. The choir piers (Fig. 374), four 1n each
arcade, are symmetrical on plan and consist
each of four sturdy pointed bowtells with
intermediate cylinders. They may be dated
c. 1200, as the base-mouldings have the subtle
elliptical curves of Transitional work and
return round the pier members. The surbase is
rectangular and has a lower chamfered member.
The ritual choir has been enclosed at a later
. stage by dwarf walls set between the piers.
The choir aisles project one bay beyond the
near end of the sanctuary in the manner of the
earlier aisles with apses. Outside, there seems
to have been a lean-to against the wall of the
south aisle.
Of the massive crossing-piers but little remains
above ground. Those on the east are entirely
gone, and those on the west are reduced to their
lower courses; but even so it is evident that at
some time they were reinforced by contracting
the archways opening to the nave and aisles
and by filling in the eastern bays of the nave
arcade on either side, from which it may be
judged that the stability of the central tower
was threatened. The southern pier of the south
aisle archway was set back to give adequate
passage room but was subsequently brought
forward, the archway being then fenced with a
screen. On the eastern side of the south transept, where there were three chapels, all that
remains of the pier arcade is the southern
respond built probably after 1409 (d. p. 23I).
In the south-west angle is the night-stair,
which shows traces of minor alteration. The
western wall is enriched below with an inter- .
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laced arcade and above with a grouped,
stilted arcade which serves as a framework for
the windows. These are round-headed and
have slightly splayed jambs. On the side next
. to the cloister the walls of transept and nave
show their panel construction (Figs. 380, 383),
while the buttresses, distinguished by the slight
projection characteristic of their time, have
quirked rolls on the angles. The windows are
designed for external nook-shafts rising from
the tabled sill-course above the penthouse roof
of the cloister walk. The corbels which bore
that roof are for the most part in situ.
The south aisle of the nave (Fig. 375), from
the transept as far as the western processional
door, was completed within Transitional times.
Each side of its wall is divided into ten bays by
pilaster strips with angle-rolls, and from the
strips on the inner side triple-membered wallshafts project to carry the vaulting. In every
bay is a window, set sufficiently high to clear
the roof of the cloister-walk, and beneath the
window at each end is a processional door. On
the outer side Transitional corbels of " mask"
type support the wall-head, the upper courses
of which are missing.
In the four eastern bays the windows have
round-arched heads built externally and internally in two main orders, the outer of which was
borne by nook-shafts, but all of these shafts
have disappeared, leaving only their capitals,
which are carved with the Transitional waterleaf, and their moulded bases. Internally,
they have high sloping breasts rising from a
string-course that runs across the pilaster-strips
and abuts on the wall-shafts; the rear-arches
are stilted, and the angle-rolls of the pilasterstrips are carried round them. The windows in
the six bays 'farther west were originally of the
same type, but in the I3th century they were
replaced by the wider Gothic windows now seen,
which are probably the work of Bishop Wishart
(I2 73- I2 79)·* Figs. 379 and 380 illustrate for
comparison two of the Transitional windows
and two of the Gothic windows adjoining them.
The later windows have a central mullion and
pointed arch-heads in two main orders, the
outer order being supported by nook-shafts,
most of which remain and show typical late

* The alteration may have been made after the roof
was on. Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xlix (I914-IS),
p. 2I2.
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cloister abutted on them. The wall is, however, relieved by arched recesses, a narrow
arch with an acutely pointed head in the bay
adjoining the western processional door, a
wider arch with an obtusely pointed head in
that beyond it (Fig. 385).
The vaulting of the aisle was designed, though
not completed, in the Transitional period and
was quadripartite in square severies. In the
four eastern bays the wall-shafts previously
mentioned have moulded 1;>ases of Transitional

13th-century moulded capitals and bases. The
angle-rolls of the pilaster-strips, where they
return round the heads of the Transitional
windows, are treated as part of the wall surface,
but in the western bays they are treated as part
of the windows and are accordingly provided
with capitals, on which rests a third order
enclosed by a hood-moulding.
The processional doors are both built up.
The eastern one (Figs. 383) has a segmental
rear-arch and an angle-roll on the head and
)
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FIG. 382.-Nave and Aisle, St . Andrews Cathedral (No. 455).

jambs. On the outside, it projects from the
wall plane and has a semi-circular head built in
three orders, the outer two being borne on
shafts, all of which with their bases are modern,
although the capitals are original. The credence
niche and piscina on the west side of this door
are late insertions. The western doorway
(Fig. 373) was widened in the second quarter
of the 13th century, when the existing segmental rear-arch was formed, partly with the
original voussoirs, while a new pointed doorway
having dog-tooth and nail-head enrichments
was constructed on the outside. The present
east jamb of the latter is mainly a modern
restoration. Before it finally went out of use
this doorway had been reduced in size.
The later part of the south aisle consists of
the two bays at the extreme west. These were
built in the latter part of the 13th century, but
before the present gable was constructed. They
have no windows, as the western range of the

type and capitals carved with tightly curled
crocket foliage, and on the latter rest transverse
and diagonal vault-ribs. In the next six bays
a wall-rib has been brought into use, and the
ribs are received directly on the wall-shafts,
there being no capitals; the shaft-bases are
similar to those just described. In the two
western bays the wall-shafts have a fillet on
the central member and rise to moulded
, double capitals,' from bases of water-holding
type, dating before 1273. Here, too, the vaults
have had wall-, transverse-, and diagonal-ribs,
but their apices were lower than those farther
east. It has already been stated that the church
originally extended farther west and that two
of the wall-shafts, one on each side, have been
exposed in position within the present gable
wall. A second wall-shaft of the original south
aisle exists still farther to the west. All three
have a fillet on the central member, while their
bases are of water-holding type.
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Of the nave piers only four stand above across the west gable was reached from newelground, and these are reduced to the base or stairs in two buttress-turrets which project
footing. They are octagonal on plan with an externally on each side of the west door in
eke towards the nave, obviously designed to alignment with the pier arcades. The northern
carry a wall-shaft, although the nave was never stair is entered from the north aisle at the floor
vaulted. Their responds on the west gable level, but the southern stair seems to have
show the pier plan to have comprised round started originally from the triforium level and
segments separated by pointed segments, the to have been reached from the other stair
outermost member being a hollow enriched with through the arcaded passage previously menthe dog-tooth ornament. In the centre of the tioned. Both stairs were carried sufficiently
nave, in the bay west of the crossing, is a draw- high to give access to the parapets of the nave
well 49 feet 9 inches in depth. The upper 19 roof and to the octagonal bell-chambers above,
feet are lined with masonry, the remainder cut which the surviving example shows to have been
in the rock. There is a well in the nave of gableted on each side and crowned with a little
Dunfermline Abbey Church (p. II3), and in stone spire.
France such wells are very usual. *
As already indicated, the side wall of the
The interior of the west gable is illustrated in north aisle is reduced to a few courses in height.
Fig. 375. The southern end of it is the more Indeed, little more is left than the westmost
complete, the northern one being little more bay. In what had been the -bay adjoining is a
than shoulder high. In the centre is the west small vaulted recess, evidently the lowest part
door with remains of two windows above it, of a mural tomb, which is referred to below.
one at the triforium level and another at the Farther east are the foundations of two massive
clear-storey level. Over the door ran a passaget buttresses, which point to a strengthening of the
which was removed in the 14th century, when wall for some reason unknown. During the
the lower of the surviving windows was built. operations carried out by H.M. Office of Works,
This passage had been reached by a short wall- five moulded stones and a capital were disstair leading from the newel-stair mentioned covered in the more westerly of these. They
below as entered in the south aisle. It had an were all of 13th-century type and had been
open arcade towards the nave and an opening used as rubble.
at either end looking into the aisles, immediately
To judge from the existing fragments, the
below the vaulting. Of these openings, only west fayade (Fig. 378) has been simply treated.
the southern one is left and it bas been built up. The porch, three bays wide and two in depth,
Above it, a sector-shaped window, from which was built before 1279 (d. p. 230) but was
the tracery is missing, lit the roof-space of the removed in the 14th century. Such porches are
aisle. Little is left of the northern respond of usual in France, but uncommon in England.
the nave arcade, but the southern one is com- In Scotland no other example is so far known.
plete with its moulded ' double capital,' while It must be remembered, however, that the side
above it are seen the ends of the triforium and walls and some part of the western wall were
clear-storey.
already in existence as part of the original nave,
The triforium here, unlike that of the choir, when the church was shortened, so that it was
has no passage. Its arcade has been boldly only natural to employ them in the construction
sectioned, having massive flattened. curves of a porch or vestibule. A heavy splayed baseseparated by small rolls; the capitals of the ment-course runs along the whole gable. The
jambs are moulded. No details of the clear- door is rather small in scale for the rest of the
storey arcade have survived, but the end of its front. Its jambs are shafted, the shafts having
passage is to be seen crossing the gable through bases of water-holding type, with a projecting
the embrasure of the upper of the two west lower roll, and bell-shaped capitals, on which
windows. The clear-storey passage as continued remain traces of stiff-leaved foliage. The
arching is multi-membered and has three orders
* Le Due remarks that they were fashioned primarily of dog-tooth enrichment. On each side is the
for the use of the builders.
t On this see Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xlix (1914-15), respond of the central compartment of the porch
and on these also the dog-tooth appears.
P· 20 9·
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Above what had been the side bays of the
porch, the gable is arcaded in two tiers, the
foiled heads being of the undulating type of the
time, not very well executed. The heads of
the upper tier bear the dog-tooth enrichment.
The arcade above the door, which is similar to
the north arcade of the gatehouse or " Pends "
(No. 460, Fig. 393) and to some extent resembles
that in the chapter-house, completed apparently
by 1321, is a later insertion. The detail of the
adjoining windows, which were contemporary
with it, may be dated to the second or third
decade of the 14th century. The lower ones
were twin three-lights with delicately moulded
jambs and with geometric bar-tracery of good
design and execution within the heads; the
upper ones were two-lights, similar in detail.
There was probably a wheel-window in the
uppermost part of the gable.
MONASTIC BUILDINGs.-Like many English
bishoprics, but unlike the normal continental
bishopric, that of St. Andrews was based
on a monastic foundation. In II40 Bishop
Robert brought Robert, Prior of Scone, to
undertake the control "of the priory of the
church of St. Andrews."12 In 1236 Canon John
White became prior, and he during his 22 years
of service built the dormitory, refectory, and
great guest-halll3 as they existed in the time of
Walter Bower, the compiler of the Scotichronican. John de Haddington, who succeeded in
1263, among other praiseworthy works erected
"a great chamber" on the east side of the
monastery near the cemetery,14
Bishop
Lamberton (1297-1328) built a new chapterhouse. 15 In 1340 William of Lothian was
~lected prior, and during his 14 years of office
he did much to improve the monastic buildings.
"He covered the whole dormitory with a
handsome roof of timber below and of lead
above. He also roofed the old church, the east
chamber, the four parts of the cloister, the
south side of the refectory, and many other
buildings."16 These apparently had been among
the places stripped of their lead roofs by Edward
I in 1304 (d. p. 23I). Prior James Bisset, who
succeeded in 1393, also did work on the roofing
of the cloister and had it paved, further
equipping the monastery with many improvements and new buildings, and reconstructing
the granaries, mills, pig-styes, barns and byres.
He completed the guest-hall and its two cham-
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bers with piers and glass windows, and paved
the outer and inner courts of the monastery
with polished stone. I? William de Camera,
while still sub-prior, that is before 1416,
similarly paved the refectory; and another
sub-prior covered the floor of the dormitory
with tiles (lateres) and other paving. IS Prior
James Haldenston, who died in 1443 after a
term of twenty-four years, is credited with
having paved two sides of the cloister and the
outer part of the chapter-house, while he also
erected in the court of the guest-house a beautiful " palace" with an oratory and chamber. 19
The cloister precinct lies on the south side of
the nave of the church. Such buildings as
remain are reduced to the lower storey, but
certain parts, where sufficient evidence existed,
were restored by a recent proprietor, the modern
work being built in red stone. The junction
between the transept and the claustral buildings
is clearly seen in Fig. 383, which also shows the
corbelling for the penthouse roof of the cloisterwalk. In the west wall of the transept are four
presses for books read in the cloister; the four
roughly formed lockers in the south wall of the
church are not original.
The eastern range was prolonged southward
beyond the enclosure to give a dormitory of
sufficient length. As noted above, that apartment which occupies the entire upper floor and
terminates in the rere-dorter at the southern end,
was built between 1236 and 1258. On the
ground-floor and immediately adjoining the
transept is a vaulted passage leading to the
cemetery and probably to the infirmary but
serving also as a 'parlour.'
Its entrance,
which appears on the right in Fig. 377, has a
semi-circular head and shafted jambs, the
shaft capitals having a pearl enrichment.
There has been a bench along one if not both
of the side walls, and on the north side are
traces of a Transitional interlaced arcade. In
the floor is a gutter. Next the passage is
the chapter-house. The entrance to this
has been richly treated. The inner side with
the flanking windows is shown in Fig. 377.
The arch piers are of "southern" type,
that is, they have a cylinder for core and
four detached shafts disposed at the cardinal
points. The capitals are moulded, and the
bases overhang the plinths. The arch-heads
bear a nail-head enrichment. These details
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would appear to indicate a date about 1250, remains are the "vaults" referred to, which,
which the historical evidence confirms. The however, have been restored. At either end of
apartment itself, oblong on plan, was vaulted in the range was a transe opening southward, and
nine bays, three in depth and three in width. off that on the east an eastern "vault" is
Its north wall still carries the remains of seats now entered. In the western wall of this are a
and arcading. Between 1313 and 1321 this wheel-stair, which rose to the room where the
chapter-house was extended eastwards for 50 vestments were kept, and also a doorway
feet, and the new chamber became the chapter- communicating with the western "vault,"
house proper, its predecessor serving as a which is a hall six bays in length having a firevestibule or outer chapter - house (inferius place in the north wall and, at the farther end,
capitulum). Of the extension, however, little a stair leading up to the cloister level of the
more is left than the arcading. It may be cloister walle The underpart of the refectory
observed that while the earlier chapter-house pulpit projects from the south wall.
had aisles and in this respect followed the
Of the western range only the southern portion
Cistercian fashion, the later one reverted to the remains as a series of dilapidated barrel-vaulted
Benedictine type, which was unaisled.
cellars. This part of the range is what is
Immediately south of the chapter-house is a referred to by Martine as "the sub-prior's
vaulted chamber three bays in length. The house," which in his time (1683) was known as
doorway to this and that to the day-stair, which the " senzie-house* a tolerable dwelling. It is
is next to it, are illustrated in Fig. 384. Cut on yet entire, and contains sundrie roomes, as hall
the lintel of the former is a foiled head with and chambers, the charter house, a close stone
bulbous cusp-points, while the stone has also room, a little old chaple, sometimes turned into
been extensively dooked for some form of a stable. The room of old called the senziewooden canopy. It may be that the lintel is . chamber, upon the south end of the house, is
here in secondary use and was originally an arch now very much enlarged, and well rectified,
tympanum. The entrance to the day-stair is being made a large room 80 feet in length 20
more elaborate. The jambs are shafted, the foot in breedth ; ... windows to the west, with
shafts having moulded water-holding bases and a chimney in each end, to be a librarie house to
foliaceous capitals, while the arch head is semi- St Leonard's colledge." The whole of this part
circular. The tympanum is foiled like the was apparently remodelled about the time of
neighbouring lintel but is continuously en- the Reformation. The northern end of the
riched with a dog-tooth ornament. Beyond the range is represented by scant foundations, but
day-stair is a vaulted hall, six bays in length, on the wall of the church some evidence remains
which must have been the warming-house, of a cross wing, which returned westwards
since it has the remains of a large fireplace on almost as far as the original gable and contained
the eastern side. It lies partly within the on the ground floor a vaulted hall, five bays in
southern projection of the range and is separated length, communicating directly with the church
by a passage from the rere-dorter, which is an through a small doorway. Above lay a chamber
oblong wing projecting eastwards at right angles of equal length, the northern wall of which was
arcaded. When the length of the church was
to the rest of the range.
The southern range, according to George reduced (d. p. 231), this wing was also shortened,
Martine,20 who wrote in 1683, comprised" the the contracted lower hall being revaulted in
r efectorie ... a faire large rowme .... The west two bays.
An isolated structure, unfortunately incomgavell of it was entire within these few years,
having a large great light to the west ... the plete, stands 20 yards east of the warmingr efectorie was in length ro8 feet and in breadth house. It now consists of two barrel-vaulted
28 foot and on the east end thereof was a fair chambers, apparently part of a building which
four square rowme for copes and albs, etc., beside originally continued farther north and had a
the common vestiarie. These two rowmes had
Senzie or senyhe = an assembly or council (Wyntoun
vaults under them but for what purpose is not VI,* i;
Knox (ed. 1732), p. 63). Apparently after the
known. They had entrances and lights only to Reformation the chapter used to meet there.- Martine,
the south and nowhere else." What now P·19 2 .
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wing running eastwards at the south end. There
have been -two doors in the west wall, of which
the southern one is represented only by a single
jamb, while the northern one is complete and
has a round head, which with the jambs is
worked in a double hollow chamfer. This
building is commonly spoken of as the " Prior's
House," being identified with the structure
called by this name and described by Martine
(I683) as " south-east of the cathedral church"
(p. I87), but Martine's editor (I797) adds th e
following footnote: "This building is entirely
demolished; and the place where it stood is
now converted into gardens" (p. I88).
TOMBs.- From time to time many tombs
have been unearthed in and about the cathedral.
In this connection, too, J!1ay be not ed the
exposure, between the two most east erly piers
of the choir, of three built socket-holes, the
purpose and date of which cannot be stated.
Details of these will be found in P roc . Soc. Ant.
Scot., xlix (I9I4-I5) , pp. 2I5-20. Three stone
coffins were discovered in I826 behind the high
altar, where they now fie covered by a large
matrix-stone measuring I I feet 4 inches by 7 feet
7t inches. Beside them is a tomb, while another,
unfortunately incomplete, is placed beneath the
eastern arch of the north arcade of the choir.
A third tomb has been formed in the wall of
the north aisle of the nave, in the second bay
from the west; in its construction the ext ernal
masonry has been disturbed and to some ext ent
rebuilt, the buttress shafts having stilted bases
of I4th-century section. This tomb is usually
identified as that of Bishop Landall (d. I385),
but the situation is not as given in the Scotichronicon, where he is said to have been buried" in
the floor (in pavimento) in front of the vestibule
door of the great church. "21
A second matrix-stone lies between two piers
of the southern arcade of the choir, and there
are several tombstones in the south transept,
one being that of Robert Cathall, a canon who
died in I380. Two stone cists were found in the
earlier chapter-house, afterwards the vestibule,
and are conjectured to be the tombs of Prior
John de Hadyngton (d.I304) and Prior John
Machane (d. I3I3), who are recorded to have
been buried h ere close to each other. 22 Five
stone coffins and fragments of two others were
discovered in the later chapter-house. H ere
were buried five priors, John of Forfar I32I,
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who "was the first to be buried in the new
chapt er-house," John of Gowry I340, William
of Lothian I354, Robert of Montrose I 393, and
J am es Bisset I4I6. The cemetery proper lay
somewhere east of the cloist er.
GLAss.-Many pieces of glass have been
found in the course of work about the church,
some of which are shown in the Museum. They
include a greenish glass painted with foliaceous
and diaper patterns in brown enamel pigment,
as well as pieces of a ruby colour, all of which
may be of the I3th century. Other pieces of
greyish-blue, of a ruby in which the colour is
" flash ed" or applied in a thin layer t o clear
glass, and of yellow, are probably of the early
I5th century and may be from the glazing
attributed t o Prior Haldenston (d. p. 23I).
1 Scotichronicon; lib. VI, cap. xxxv.
2 I bid.,
VI, xlii.
3 Ibid .,
VI, xliii.
4 Wyntoun's
Orygynale Chronykil, Bk. VII, chap. x. 5 Bain's
Calendar of Docts., ii, ,Nos. I654, I687 . 6 Wyntoun, Bk. VIII, chap. xx. 7 Scotichron., VI,
xlvi; Wyntoun, IX, v. 8 Wyntoun, I X, v .
9 Scotichron., VI, Iv. 10 Ibid., XV, xxi. 11 Ibid.
VI, lvii. 12 Ibid., VI, 1. 13 Ibid., VI, Ii.
14 Ibid , VI, Ii. 1 5 Ibid., VI, xliii, xliv. 16 I bid.,
VI, Iii. 17 Ibid., VI, Iv. 18 Ibid., VI, lvii.
19 Ibid., VI, lvii.
20 R eliquiae Divi Andreae,
by George Martine, St. Andrews I797. 21 Scotichron., VI, xlvi. 22 Ibid., VI, Ii.
Cf. also Eccles. Arch., ii, p. 5.
ix S.W. I6 June I926.
r-

456~ Carved Stones.- In
the
Cathedral
M't:l.seum have been collected a large number of
carved stones, mostly fragmentary, which have
been found either in the walls of the buildings,
or in the churchyard, or in the immediate
vicinity. The cross-shaft (2) and portions of
cross-slabs such as those illustrated in Figs. 386,
387, were actually built into the base of the east
gable of the Cathedral (d. Proc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., xliii (I908-9), p. 386 and illustration) .
The great majority of the fragments are portions
of erect grave-slabs, the few complete examples,
now fractured, having been about 4 feet high,
I 8 to 20 inches wide and 4 to 6 inches thick.
All h ave been decorated on both faces with a
cross of one or other of four types and with
designs of interlaced, plait, or fret patterns.
Representative examples are shown in Figs. 386,
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387. For further details reference may be made
to Early Christian Monuments, pp. 351-63, and
510-13, to Stuart's Sculptured Stones of Scotland,
and for the later finds to Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.,
vols. xliii (1908-9), xlvii (1912-13), xlix (1914-15),
lii (1917-18), lviii (1923-24), while all the items
have been described and illustrated in Dr. Hay
Fleming's ·St. Andrews Cathedral Museum
(1931). A few are apparently recumbent slabs
and bear only incised crosses. Those described
below are individual examples -of special
interest .
(r) Portions of a sarcophagus or altar-tomb
in the shape of a rectangular box constructed of
eight stone slabs, three of which, however, are
missing. The tomb measures 5 feet 9 inches
long by 2 feet II inches wide by 2 feet 4 inches
high. Each long side has been composed of
three slabs, that in the middle, which is the
largest, fitting into a 'groove cut in each
of the other two. The single slab at either
end is similarly fitted into a groove on the inner
face of the adjoining side-slabs. On the one
side which is complete (Fig. 390 ) the large
central slab is filled mainly with hunting
scenes, the upper left-hand corner having a
background of foliage after a fashion familiar
in such designs in.the East. .In the upper centre
is a man on horseback having a hawk on his
wrist and being attacked by a lion. Bel9w is a
man on foot, armed with spear and shield. To
the right is the figure of David (Early Christian
Monts., p. 35 1), the full height of ·the panel,
wearing a pallium above a tunic and tearing
open the jaws of a lion. Above one shoulder
is a horned sheep, and above the other is a
sitting beast from which the head is broken
away. The slabs to right and left are decorated
with animal forms intertwined in the most
complicated manner. One end is also complete
(Fig. 388). Here the slab has an equal-armed
cross with stepped intersections, the cross and
margins being decorated with a contiriuous
plait-work. In the centre of the cross-head is a
boss of spiral work, and at diagonally opposite
corners are other bosses of interlaced work
developed from the tails of serpents. Each of
the remaining corners is occupied by two seated
. figures in different attitudes. The ends of the
adjoining side-slabs are treated as flanking
panels and are covered with interlaced work.
One of these is the narrow end of the only
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remaining portion of the incomplete side of the
tomb. On the front it shows a diagonal keypattern sunk within borders of interlaced work
and plait-work. A fragment of the other endslab was found near St. Rule's Church and is
preserved in one of the cases. It indicates a
design similar · to that on the end which is
complete; two of the small panels are visible,
in the lower of which are two seated figures
interlocked, while in the upper one is an animal
developed into interlaced work. At this end
the flanking panel, formed of the one side-slab
which is still in situ, is ornamented with a
vertical row of six small sunk crosses on a
background of ten-cord plait.
(2) A cross-shaft irregularly fractured at the
top, but at most 8 feet high and narrowing in
br~adth upwards from 20t to 18t inches (Fig. 39 r ).
Front: at bottom, two figures facing each other
and holding hands, the lower part of the bodies
ending in serpentine intertwined coils; at top,
the lower part of a human figure and some
animals. Back: the lowest panel contains a
key-pattern; the middle one shows two quadrupeds united in a single face with two birds
above; in the top panel is a small human figure
between two taller ones, that on the dexter side
,holding a sword, the other a small round buckler.
Right and Left Sides: foliaceous pattern.
(3) A tapering cross-slab I foot II inches high.
Front: panel with diaper key-pattern above
and two figures facing left below. The smaller
figure is within some sort of frame, and Dr.
Anderson has suggested that the scene represents the Raising of Lazarus (Scotland in Early
Christian Times, 2nd ser., p. ISS)· Key-pattern
on sides.
(4) The lower portion of a cross-slab which
had been built into the precinct wall (No. 460) :-Front: part of the ornamented shaft of a cross,
having to the right a figure, apparently in
chasuble and alb, holding a book, and to the left
a much weathered panel of key-pattern. Bad:
plain shaft with a panel of key-pattern on each
side. Right Side: unusual pattern of lozenge
design. Left Side: a much weathered pattern
of uncertain character.
(5) A recumbent cross-slab' found am-ong
the fragments used as rubble in the heart of
the south wall of the choir of the Cathedral.
On the upper face are three plain impinging
wheel-cross heads with curved intersections.
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(Proc. SOC. A1Zt. Scot., xlix (1914-15), pp. this tomb my tribute of verse to the hero."2
The brother referred to was Henry Balfour, a
23 0 - 1 ).
(6) EFFIGY OF STONEMASON.-This effigy colonel of the Scots companies serving in
(Fig. 404) Was found in the wall of the north- Holland, who was killed in 1580. See further Dr.
east tower of the Abbey wall. "The mason is Hay Fleming's St. Andrews Cathedral Museum,
dressed in gown and hood, a hammer is on his pp. 130 -5.
right side, a square on his left, his feet rest on a
1 Dr. Hay Fleming in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot.,
mason's "mell," or mallet, and his head on xlix (1914-15), p. 221. 2 The translation of the
two cushions, the one lying diagonally above second line presupposes that the otherwise
the other, and having a tassel at each corner. unintelligible SAERE is a stonecutter's mistake
The tapered slab on which the figure lies is 5! for SAEPE, and also that SVA is used for EIVS, a
inches thick, I foot 6! inches broad at the top solecism common enough in late Latin but someand I foot 3i inches at the foot. The sides are what surprising after the Renaissance. The
not quite the same length, the one being 3 feet ARMA VIRVMQVE MEVM of the last line is also
I inch, and the other i of an inch more. The
difficult. But Professor Rose, who has been
head of the figure is 6! inches in relief, and the good enough to help us with one or two of the
" mell" 3i inches. The slab, therefore, has . St. Andrews inscriptions, agrees that the
been practically a foot thick. "1 The figure is rendering given above is perfectly possible
probably of the late 14th or early 15th century. (d. Persius, i, 96). At the same time he points
Some 17th - century carved - tombstones re- out that" I .have set up my coat of arms and
moved from the churchyard are also pre- my man" would be equally so, the allusion
served in the Museum. One example is of being to the Balfour coat displayed above.
particular interest. Round its margin runs the
following inscription in Roman letters: HIC.
457. Tombstones in Graveyard.-Of the later
IACET. RONORAB /ILlS . VIR. D. B. QVONDAM. REGI. tombstones, those of greatest interest have been
GALLE. AB . [E]XC[VBII]S!CORPORIS . CIVITAT[IS] / placed in the Museum for preservation and, as
S . ANDRElE . PRlEFECTVS . QVLOBIT . ANDREAPOLI. they are recorded by Dr. Hay Fleming in his
XXV. FEB. "Here lies an honourable man St. Andrews Cathedral Museum (1931), no
D(uncan) B(alfour), formerly of the Body-Guard detailed description of them need be given here.
of the King of France, Provost of the City of But reference may be made to two small mural
St Andrews, who died at St Andrews on 25th monuments, each of a similar Renaissance
February." On the top panel, between the design with the date 1609, which include the
initials D.B. and the date 1625, is a shield armorial bearings of prominent families in Fife.
bearing: On a chevron an otter's head erased,
The first of ·these, which is built into the
a mullet in base, for Balfour. In the bottom inner face of the Abbey wall a little to the east
panel between the initials c.r. is a shield of Tower NO.2 (d. p. 241), commemorated,
bearing: .A dagger in pale, point upwards, according to a record of the now defaced inscripsurmounted by a saltire, on a chief three tion, Helen Myrton (d. 1608), relict of Colonel
cushions, for Johnston. On the centre panel is Andrew Trail and wife of Sir Robert Dennistoun,
the elegiac quatrain:
and her daughter-in-law, Matilda Melville (d.
VICTIMA. PRO. BAT/AVIS. GERMANVS . M/ORTE. 1608), wife of James Traill, who erected the
LITAVIT
monument. Above the cornice are three shields
SlE /RE. SVA . TAMEN . EST / ROSTIA . ClESA . on cartouches. The dexter shield, surmounted
by the initials A.T. and flanked by the initials
MA /NV
IPSE. REDVX . R/AMVM . REFER[E]NS . P/ACALIS . H.M., bears the arms of Traill of Blebo impaling
OLIVA>
Myrton of Cambo: dexter, a chevron between
AD . TV/MVLVM . STATVI . RVN /C . ARMA . two mascles in chief and a trefoil slipped in
VIRVMQ /VE . MEVM.
base; sinister, three roundels. The middle
" My brother laid down his life as a sacrifice for shield, surmounted by the initialsR.D. and
Holland. Yet many a victim was slain by his flanked by the initials H.M., shows Dennistoun
hand. I myself have returned, bringing back impaling Myrton: dexter, a bend between a
the olive-branch of peace, and have set up at unicorn's head erased in chief and a cross-
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crosslet fitchy in base; sinister, as above. The
sinister shield, surmounted by the initials LT.
and flanked by the initials M.M., represents
Traill impaling Melville, the dexter coat being
as given above, while the sinister bears three
crescents (?), for Melville.
The second memorial is built into the western
face of Tower NO.2 (d. p . 241). The inscription
in its lower part and the two outer shields of the
three in the pediment are quite illegible, but
the central shield is in fair preservation. It is
flanked by the initials of Katherine Clephane
and is charged with a lion rampant.
ix S.W. 16 June 1926.

[ST. ANDREWS.

of the 13th century,l there remains only a
fragment of walling between the entrances of
two buildings in Pends Road belonging to St.
Leonard's School; it bears on one side the
remains of heavy vaulting-ribs and of a built-up
opening.
1 Scotichronicon, lib. VI, cap. Ii.
ix S.W. 24 June 1926.
/
460. Abbey Wall and the Pends.-That the
property of the Priory was enclosed from at
least the 14th century is certain, the gatehouse
known as "The Pends" being of that time.
The present wall of the precinct, however, with
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FIG. 396.-The Pends, St. Andrews (No. 460).

/458. "New Inns" or Hospitium Novum.Of--the Hospitium Novum, which stands on the
southern side of Pends Road, nothing remains
but the gateway, and this was twice taken down
and rebuilt during the 19th century. The archway is semi-circular and is simply moulded.
Above it are three panels. The dexter one is
modern and is uncarved, but that in the centre
bears the Royal Arms, while on the sinister
panel are those of Prior John H epburn with his
initials above the shield flanking his crook, and
under it the almost illegible motto, AD VITAM.
ix S.W. 24 June 19 26 .

its towers dates only from the early 16th century.
Hector Boece, a contemporary writer, states
that, after making sundry improvements and
repairs in the cathedral and priory buildings,
Prior John Hepburn surrounded the whole with
a wall having a great number of towers.1 This
Hepburn died in 1522, but there is evidence also
of at least a contribution to the work by Prior
Patrick Hepburn, his nephew and successor.
On the first wall-tower north of the Mill Port
or "Sea Y ett" (Fig. 395), which is now
enclosed by the buildings of 'the gasworks, is
the inscription: [P]RECESSORI [S] OP: POR: HIC

459. The Guest Hall.-Of this building, which
Prior John White constructed about the middle

Professor Rose suggests that an elegiac couplet
is intended. This seems very probable and the

PAT: HEPBVRN EXCOLIT EGREGIVS ORBE SALVT.
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inscription may then be expanded thus:
PRECESSORIS OPVS PORRO HIC PATRICIVS
HEPBVRN
EXCOLIT EGREGIVS ORBE SALVTIFERO.

As a mural tower is in question, and as a
common Scots term for such is "round,"
(d. Art. No. 469), the word ORB IS may be
taken to have this meaning, so that with
SALVTlFER it would be the equivalent of what
is also a common description, "a tower of
'fens (defence) ." The translation would therefore run: "Here the excellent Patrick Hepburn
in his turn embellishes the work of his
predecessor with a tower of 'fens." The
surname is interrupted by a small shield
backed by a crook and bearing the Hepburn
arms, below which is the motto, EXPECTO.
What now remains of the wall is indicated by a
continuous line on the block plan (Fig. 397),
the course of the missing northern stretch being
shown by a broken line. It starts at the 15thcentury north-eastern buttress of the Cathedral
and runs in a north-easterly direction for a
distance of I I yards up to a round tower,
marked No. 1 on Fig. 397. This stretch is
apparently of later origin than the remainder.
The fact that it has a gate, 9 feet 8 inches wide,
with a broad splay both on the jambs and on the
semicircular head, suggests that, when it was
erected, the precinct had been reduced in area,
the Cathedral itself becoming the northern
boundary. Over the gateway is a niche with
the lower part of a seated effigy, and on either
side is a loop. Above the northern loop is an
armorial panel, probably a later insertion,
bearing the Hepburn arms, the motto AD
VITA[M] being carved below the hood. From
Tower NO.1 the wall originally trended towards
the north-west to enclose what is now part of
the churchyard, but of this stretch nothing is
left but the first nine yards.
From the other side of the tower the wall runs
in a south-easterly direction for a distance of
130 yards, and in this length there are three
towers, Nos. 2-4. From Tower No. 4 the wall
continues almost due south for a distance of
345 yards and has in that length four towers,
Nos. 5-8, the first of these bearing the inscription given above, as well as the" Sea Yett,"
as it was known in pre-Reformation times, or
" Mill Port," as it was called a century later, on
which alre the Hepburn arms below a niche and
I6
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again on a panel at the wall-head. South of this
gate are the blocked-up windows and doors of a
range of buildings facing the quay of the inner
harbour, which were probably warehouses
built on the inner side of the wall, and beyond
them there is an archway near Tower No.8.
From Tower No.8, which was a dovecot, the
wall runs westward for 383 yards. In this
portion is the "Teinds Gate" (Fig. 394),
flanked by Towers Nos. 9 and 10, behind the
first of which lay the "Teinds Barns." The
main archway of the Teinds Gate, has a smaller
archway at one side for pedestrian traffic. The
gatehouse above was lit by six oblong chamfered windows looking south. Beyond are the
Towers Nos. I I and I2. A thinner wall is
continued westward from Tower No. 12 for a
length of 80 yards and then abuts .on the last
tower of the series, No. I3. But from the former
tower the main wall runs northwards for I70
yards, ending at" St. Leonard's House," whence
it must have swung inwards, or towards the
north-east, to meet the main gatehouse, now
known as "The Pends." In all probability,
therefore, the wall west of Tower No. 12
represents an extension at the south-western
corner of the precinct. Tower No. I3, on
wh:.ch one jamb of a gate can be traced, may
thus have been one of the gate-towers, but,
from its position, it was more probably an
intermediate tower. From it a wall ran northwards behind the houses on the east side of
Abbey Street.
If Towers Nos. 8 and 12 be accepted as the
southern limits and if the missing northern
stretch was as is shown, the precinct had an
area of about 30 acres. The wall, which was
almost a mile in length, stands to an average
height of 20 feet and is over 3 feet thick.
Of the sixteen towers counted by Martine
previous to 1683, only thirteen remain. Nos.
2-4 are oblong on plan, while the rest are
round. All are provided with loops and are
decorated with niches, those on Tower No.2,
which is known as the "Haunted Tower,'
having bases formed of carved stones removed
from the Cathedral. On this tower are the
Hepburn arms with the initials [PJ LH., for
Prior John Hepburn, on the protective hood,
while above the hood is a slab carved with a pot
of lilies. As already stated, the Hepburn arms
are repeated both on the " Sea Yett" and on
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FIG. 397.- Precinct, St. Andrews (No. 460).
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Tower NO.5, but they are also found on the
wall between Towers Nos. 10 and I I and in two
places on the stretch between Towers Nos. I I
and 12.
It would appear that access to the top part
of the towers was obtained from a parapet-walk
on the wall. In the case of the "Haunted
Tower" (No.2) an upper room was reached from
a forest air, while the vaulted apartment below
was entered from the ground. The tower next
to it (No.3) was found to contain a stair,
which apparently served only the upper part.
Tower No. 12 also has the remains of a stair.
1 Scotonem Historice (ed. 1527), lib. vi, fo. cix
recto.

ix S.W. 24 July 1926.

i,(6?) St.

Salvator's Church.-In 1450 James

K~edy, Bishop of St. Andrews, founded the

college of St. Salvator and also its church, where
he was buried sixteen years later in a stately
tomb which he had ordered for himself. The
church (Fig. 399), fronting North Street, is all
that now remains. Re-set in the modern
boundary wall is a late Gothic archway (Fig.
402), . the head of which is fiattened and is
contained within an ogival hood, the interspace
bearing Kennedy's arms. * The orb and cross
above the crocket finial are modern.
The church consists of an oblong choir, with
the apsidal eastern end characteristic of the
period, and a lofty south-western tower, which
served the dual purpose of bell-tower and gatehouse, the principal entrance to the college
quadrangle being through its lowest storey.
Tower and church have been built at the same
time, and it will be noticed from the plan that the
lowest part of the south-east angle of the former
is canted to match the diagonal buttress at the
north-west angle of the church. The masonwork is ashlar throughout.
The entrance through the tower is a vaulted
transe, with an arched gateway at either end.
On one side is a consecration cross, 1 foot 4t
inches in diameter, and in the opposite wall is a
locker. Above the outer arch (Fig. 405) is a
richly carved armorial panel, fianked on each

* Patrick Hamilton at the age of twenty-four was
burned for heresy on 1st March 1527-8 "at the gate
of St. Salvator's Colledge."- ]ohn Spotswood, History
of the Church of Scotland, (ed. 1655), p. 63.

[ST. ANDREWS.

side by a canopied niche with a traceried head
and a moulded and enriched margin. The
shield, which is supported by angels and ensigned with a bishop's mitre, bears: Within a
double tressure fiory-counter-fiory a chevron
between three cross-crosslets fitchy, for Kennedy.
On a scroll beneath the shield is a motto, so
weatherworn as to be illegible. In the course
above the niche finials is a grotesque face,
but the stone seems to be merely a 'waster.'
Above the vault there are six storeys, the uppermost being the bell-chamber. The walls rise
unbroken to the continuous sill-course of the
belfry lights, which are tall doublets, set in each
wall, with trefoiled heads and traceried transoms. Above these the parapet projects on
simple spaced corbels. Within the parapet rises
a 16th-century stone spire adorned with strings
and lucarnes, the total height from the ground
being about 125 feet. Within the bell-chamber
the angles of the spire rest on squinch arches
which have apparently been lowered at some
time for stability.
The south wall and the eastern end of the
church have heavy buttresses in three stages
with projecting canopied niches, which in two
examples face one another. * On the niche
corbels the Royal Arms and the Bishop's
arms each occur once. The walls rise from a
heavy moulded ground-course to a parapet
which projects but slightly. With one exception the bays contain provision for rain-water
conductors, the earliest Scottish examples
which can be dated. In each bay of the south
wall and of the apse is a window, but the tracery
in every case is modern. The windows have had
external shutters. In the second bay from the
west the window is set high, to leave room
beneath for the porch covering the principal
entrance to the church (Fig. 401). The doorway
of the porch has a pointed obtuse arch without
impost, and at the apex is a weatherworn shield
en signed with a mitre. Its roof is ceiled with a
pointed barrel-vault having surface-ribs rising
from corbel stops and meeting at a central
circular boss which bears Kennedy's arms and a
mitre. Its side walls are furnished with benches,
and there is a fragmentary benatura at the
north-eastern angle.
The doorway of the church is heavily
moulded and has the semi-octagonal head
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found only in the 15th century. The form is
not common, but there are two other examples
in the north wall, these being the door to the
sacristy and that to St. Catherine's Aisle, both
of which buildings have now disappeared. The
type is found also at the Kirkhill (No. 453), at
Borthwick Castle in Midlothian, * at Huntly
Castle in Aberdeenshire, and at Torphichen
Priory in West Lothian. t The oaken doors are
certainly of considerable age, but they are not
necessarily original, as the panels bearing
Kennedy's arms are inset. The entrance opens
into a vestibule behind the screen, which
though modern is apparently in its original
ED
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this door is the tomb of Bishop Kennedy
(Fig. 363). It is wrought in a grey-coloured
micaceous freestone, but the shelf is of black
marble. Below the shelf there has been a
metal frontal, probably chased and enamelled.
Mutilated though the tomb is, for the top has
been destroyed, it is the finest example of its
dass in Scotland. The designer, if not a Frenchman, was obviously familiar with French
craftsmanship. The niche is a semi-octagon
and is represented as being vaulted. The central
panel contains an inscription now illegible.
Immediately above is a series of small 'radiating
chapels, those at the ends being sculptured in
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FIG. 398.-St. Salvator's Church (No. 461).

position, for there was always a loft above it
and the newel-stair to this loft still exists at the
north-west angle of the church. The loft
admits to the tower, where a stair in the southeast corner rises to the bell-chamber. The
present timber roof of the church is modern,
but, up to the last quarter of the 18th century,
the ceiling was a pointed barrel-vault having
surface ribs springing from wall-shafts and
corbel-stops; one stop remains and exhibits
Kennedy's arms.
In the upper part of the north wall are two
small windows which lit the roof space of the
aisle. The old sacristy entrance in the same
wall has an oak door made up from part of that
of the old College HalL Immediately east of

high relief. The upper part of the monument
is richly treated with tabernacle-work, deeply
undercut. Beside the tomb is a handsome
Sacrament House or tabernacle, above which
have been three shields. The central shield is
defaced, but the one on the dexter side bears
the Royal Arms, and that on the sinister side
those of Kennedy. Below the locker are two
angels holding a monstrance. *
West of the Kennedy tomb is another of more
usual type, having an ogival head. On the
shelf lie two sculptured fragments (Figs. 409,
410) the larger being part of an Annunciation
panel, the smaller a portion ' of a panel representing the Circumcision. In the vestibule is a
pulpit of oak which is popularly associated with

* Inventory, Midlothian and West Lothian, NO.3.

* This Sacrament House is one of the earliest in
Scotland.-The English Chancel, Bond, p. 215.

t Ibid.,. No. 379.
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the name of John Knox (Fig. 400). It is a me the name of Katharine. Dr. James Martin,
composite production and is probably later than Principal of the College, recast me in I60g,
Knox's time, but it is an interesting example of Dr. Alexander Skene, * Principal of the College,
early post-Reformation church furniture. On had me cast a third time. John Meikle cast me
the right side of this pulpit is a wrought-iron at Edinburgh in I686. "). The enrichments on the
bracket for a baptismal basin, while on the left bell are annulets, a floral scroll, cherubs' heads,
side of the precentor's desk is a sand-glass borne and a lion couchant. The skirt is cracked in
on another bracket, also of wrought-iron.
two places.
Fixed on the west wall is a sepulchral slab (Fig.
The smaller bell, I foot 6 inches in diameter
406) with the figure of an ecclesiastic in gown and at the skirt . and I foot 7t inches high, is
cowl, having above his crossed hands a chalice inscribed: ME. ELIZABETHAM . LEONARDINAM .
surmounted by a wafer marked with a cross. ANTE. BIS. CENTVM. ANNOS. GANDAVI. FACTAM.
The stone, which has been repaired by the ET. TEMPORIS. INIVRIA. DILAPSAM. COLLEGE (sic)
insertion of a new piece across the middle, LEONARDINI . IMPENSIS . REFECIT . ROBERTVS .
measures 4 feet IO inches by 2 feet
inches. MAXWELL. ANNO. I724 . EDR. (" I am Elizabeth t
At the bottom of the figure is a shield bearing: of St. Leonard's. Cast at Ghent 200 years before
A lion rampant surmounted by a bend charged and impaired by the ravages of time, I was rewith apparently two buckles between three cast in I724 at Edinburgh by Robert Maxwell
lozenges. The . letters H .S. flank this part. at the charges of St. Leonard's College.") The
The Gothic inscription round the margin of the enrichments on this bell, which obviously once
slab is in parts weathered away and in parts belonged to St. Leonard's, are annulets and a
apparently recut, but can be read to this vine scroll.
extent: HIC. REQ[VIESCIT] . VENERABILIS . ET /
The third bell is in the little b elfry above the
EGREGIVS . VIR. M[A]G[ISTE]R. N[OSTE]R . HVGO. janitor's office and is inscribed: DR: GEO :
SPENS. THEOLOGVS . /EXIM[?IVS] . IN. VTROQVE . PATTULLO: S(ANC)TI : SALVATORIS: PRAEPOSITUS
IVRE . / [PERITVS] . QVI . HVNC . LOCVM . v[ALDE] . ANNO: DOM : I67g. The inscription terminates
DITA VIT . MVNERIBVS. (" Here lies a revered in an orb with cross.
and excellent man our Master, Hugo Spens, a disCONSECRATION CRossEs.-In addition to the
tinguished theologian skilled in both canon and one in the tower transe, eight consecration
civil law ... who greatly enriched this place with crosses are traceable within the church in the
gifts. ") The lettering on the front also has b een positions marked on the plan.
worked over and made obscure, but gives the
SUNDIAL.-On one of the corner stones of the
year of death as IS34 and the day apparently eastern rectangular buttress on the south side
as 2I July. The slab is No. _IO in Lyon's of the church, is incised a semicircular sundial,
Ancient Monuments of St. Andrews (I847).
probably a " mass-clock" (d. Inventory, MidBELLs.-There are three bells. The largest, lothian and West Lothian, No. 32I).
3It inches in diameter at skirt and 22 inches
ix S.W. IS July Igz6.
high, has four canons. It is inscribed: SANCTUS.
/""""
IAC(OBUS) . KENNEDUS . EPISCOPUS . S(ANC)TI .
462. St. Leonard's Church.-A parish church
ANDRAE (sic) . AC . FUNDATOR . COLLEGII . of- St. Leonard is mentioned as early as
S(ANC)TI. SALVATORIS . ME. FECIT. FIERI. ANNO. I4I3,1 but the present building is mainly, if
I460 . KATHARINAM . NOMINANDO . D[OCTOR] . not wholly, subsequent to that date, and
JAC(OBUS) . MARTINUS . EIUSDEM . COLLEGII . r epresents what is left of the chapel of St.
PRAEPOSITUS . ME . REFECIT . AD . I60g - ET .
* Alexander Skene initiated and carried through a
D[OCTOR]* . ALEXR. SKENE. EIUSDEM . COLLEGII .
great scheme for the repair of the College buildings,
PRAEPOSTIUS (sic). ME. TERTIO. FIERI. FECIT- the Church and the steeple in 1683-90, On 22nd
JOHN. MEIKLE. ME . FECIT. EDINBWRCH . ANNO February 1686, a collection was made in the city" to
. I686. (" That holy man, James Kennedy, defray the casting or melting of the Colledge bell
Bishop of St. Andrews and founder of St. called Catherine Kennedy" (Proc. Soc. A nt. Scot .,
liv (1919-20), p. 216 ff.). St. Catherine was a common
Salvator's College had me cast in I604, giving dedication.

st

*. "Dr." on the medal of 1685 attached to the Mace
of the College (p. liii) .

t Elizabeth, as the name of a bell, is a very unusual
dedication.
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Leonard's College founded in 1512 by the efforts
of John Hepburn, Prior of the Convent of St.
Andrews,2 whose arms appear on one of the '
south buttresses, The shield, ensigned with a
mitre and backed by the pastoral staffs, is
flanked by four roses. It bears : On a chevron
a rose between two lions counter-combatant.
The tower shown on the 18th-century print
(Fig. 320) and the parts immediately adjoining
it to east and west have disappeared.
The chapel, as it now stands, is a long narrow
structure measuring 791 by 20t feet internally.
•

·m

The east gable contains two long passages,
one above the other, which communicate with
the sacrist y and are lit by narrow windows
opening into the chapel. As these are grooved
for glazing on the chapel side, this must at one
time have been an outside walL The lower
passage is 6t feet high, the upper one 6 feet,
while each is quite two feet wide. Above the
upper passage the wall is intaken, both on the
outside and on the inside, and is pierced by a
central window. At the south-east angle is the
tusking of a return wall, containing one jamb of
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FIG. 403.-St. Leonard's Church (No . 462).

The side walls are 2! feet thick, but the east
gable, for a reason explained below, has a total
thickness of 4t feet. There are slight indications that the part of the building which ext ends
for 56 feet from the present west gable is earlier
than the portion beyond, which dates from the
16th century. In that case the windows in the
former division must be 16th-century insertions,
The roof was r eplaced In 1910. The west gable
also is modern and stands farther eastwards
than the original one. On the north-east is a
vaulted sacristy, which when entire was evidently two-storeyed, the upper storey having
a small window to the chapel. A doorway
inserted in its west gable has beell partly built
up to form a window.

a window.
The chapel is lit , mainly from the south, by
square-headed windows of English 'perpendicular' type, the two largest of which have
quatrefoiled heads. Internally the sill of the
eastmost window in the south wall forms a
credence shelf, the east end being dished out to
form a shallow piscina, while beside it, but at a
higher level, is an aumbry. On the sides of the
same window are image brackets with canopied
heads. The windows on the north side are
small and are set high in the wall. A doorway
t o the south has been partly closed and formed
into a window. Built into the present west
gable are the following details: (a) a carved
panel with H epburn's arms backed by a crozier;
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404.- Effigy of Stoncll1<lson
(P·239).
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405.- Entrance, St. Salvator's
(p.243)·

FIG.

406.-Spens Slab
(p.2 45 )·

I'lG. 4oS.- Q ueen Mary's House (No . 466).

FIG. 407·- Sundial (p. 249),
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4Io.-The Circumcision, St. Salvator's, St. Andrews (p. 244).

409 .- The Annunciation, St. Salvator's, St. Andrews (p. 244).
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on a hood above are the initials P.I.H. for
Prior John Hepburn, while on a label below is
the motto, AD VITAM: (b) the same arms
repeated on a weatherworn shield set in a niche
above the entrance: (c) sundry architectural
fragments from the cathedral-arch-mouldings,
dog-tooth enrichments, and several parts of
Transitional crocketed caps.
The chapel contains an early piscina, probably
from the cathedral, and several tombstones,
most of which have been very greatly defaced
by exposure to the weather, so that in certain
examples nothing but a stray word or so of the
inscription remains. Drawings of these stones
in a better condition were made by the Rev.
Chas. J. Lyon, M.A., and appear in The Ancient
Monuments of St. Andrews, Edinburgh, r847.
Unfortunately the reproductions and translations are not always very accurate.
.
(r) Against the east end of the north wall is
a mural monument of Renaissance type, in three
tiers above an ashlar base. The first tier is an
empty tomb-recess enclosed by fluted pilasters,
above which is a moulded entablature with two
Latin hexameters in Roman letters on th e
frieze:
IN

[PJORTV / FLVCTVSQVE OMNES CLASSEMQVE
RELINQVO /
ME SPECT/ANS MVNDVMQVE OMNEM FASCESQVE
R[ELIJNQVE.

(" Safe in harbour I put behind me the ocean
and my fleet. Beholding me, put behind you
the whole world and your burdens.") The
second tier has an empty panel-space flanked by
single pilasters supporting a small cornice and
with a scrolled truss at each side. The finial
has similar trusses and a pyramidal top, on
which were formerly the letters RS., for
Robert Stewart, Prior of St . Andrews, while on
the surface below are the words: OBIIT ANNO
[r5J /86 AGV (sic) 29 lETjATIS SVAE 63·
(2) West of this monument is another so
entirely worn away as to make description
impossible and with no trace of lettering. It is
supposed to be that of John Hepburn, founder
of the College, who died in r522.
.
(3) West of the last is another Renaissance
mural monument, having an ashlar base with a
pedestal at each side. Above is a panel with a
square shaft at each side and a cornice. On the
top is a pediment with pilasters, cornice,
triangular head, and scrolled trusses at each
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side. Between the pilasters is a shield bearing:
A fess between a mullet in chief and a crescent
in base, for Wilkie, with the date r6rr below,
and on the plinth in Roman letters the words,
ME'MORliE SACRVM, which are to be continued
into the inscription on the panel as follows:
CLARISS(IMI) VIRI D( OMINI) ROB (ERTI) VILLCHII
ACADEM (IAE) / RECTORIS QVI HVle GYMNASIO
ANN(OS) XX[IJ / SVMMA CVM LAVDE PRiEFVIT
AREAM AB O / CCIDENTE AEDIBVS CLAVSIT AB
ORIENTE A / VXIT TESTAMENTO 4200 MERCAS
PAVP/ ERIB[VJS ALENDIS LEGAVIT OB(IIT) ANN(O)
lETAT(IS) 63/ ANN(O) DOM(INI) r6rr MEN(SIS)
IVN(II) 26 DITAVI EXCOLVI ORNAVI A[VXIJQVE
LYCE[VM]
DOCTRINA
FAMA
S[EDJ/IBVS
AC
OPIBVS [TESJTIS DOCTRINAE EST ACADEM[IA sJ
/COTIiE* A [MiEJ (sic) STANT SED[ES OPIBVS
NJVTRI[O 6 INOPES]. (" Sacred to the memory of

a most eminent man Robert Wilkie, Rector of
the University, who was the distinguished head
of this College for twenty-one years. He completed the quadrangle on the west and extended
it on the east. By his will he left 4,200 merks
for the maintenance of poor students. He died
at the age of 63 on 26 June A.D. r6r1. I have
enriched, enhanced, adorned, and strengthened
the College in learning, reputation, buildings,
and means. The University bears witness to
the learning, Scotland to the reputation: The
buildings are h ere for all to see. My means
maintain six poor students.")
(4) In the north-east corner of the floor is a
recumbent slab bearing in the centre a shield:
A fess wreathed b etween a mullet in chief and
a crescent in base, for Wilkie. Round the shield
in Roman letters are the words: NVLLI VIRTVTE
SECVNDVS INTRAVI EXEO REDIBO. (" In virtue
second to none. I came. I depart. I shall
return.") Above and beneath is the elegiac
couplet:
MORS BREV / IS lETERNlE / CREDENTI IA /NVA
VITiE EST
DISCEDO INTR / ANTI QVA VIA/PRIMA FVIT.

(" To the believer death's brief pang is the
gate to life eternal. I depart by the way along
which I first came.") Round the border of the
stone: M. IACOBO / VILKIE RECTORI ACADEMliE
PRIMARIO L. L. POSITVM/AVG r3 ANNO SALVTIS

* The stone cutter seems to have misread his copy.
The sense obviously requires SCOTIA FAMAE and the
inscription is so translated here. Lyon's rendering is
impossible; the stone is his NO . 4.
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IS90 ..E(T)ATIS SVJE 78 (" Dedicated to Master
James Wilkie, Rector of the University [and]
Principal* ... 13 August A.D. IS90 aged 7B.")
(S) A recumbent slab with a shield bearing a
ram set on end and in the dexter chief a dicebox, round which are the letters M.I.W. for
Master James Winram, the heraldic device
being a pun on the name. The inscription
above the shield and that along the sides, both
partially transcribed by Lyon, are now almost
entirely gone. Below the shield can still be
read in Roman letters: IS82 MVLTA CVM
DE /AMBVLAVERIS j DEMvM RE /DEVNDVM/EST HAC
CON I DITIONE (IN) ITRAVI V(T) 1EXIREM. (" Long
as your pilgrimage has been, you must return
at last. I came on condition that I should
depart .") Some letters and figures on the
dexter flank of the slab give Winram's age as
90 years.
(6) A recumbent slab with the lower part of a
figure in ecclesiastical vestments. Of the Gothic
lettering round the border there remain only
the words PRECES 1MAGNAE DEITATIS AMICE, but
the tomb is probably that of Alexander Young,
the first Principal of whom there is any record. 3
(7) A recumbent slab .with a figure in
ecclesiastical vestments. The Gothic lettering
is all gone with the exception of a few illegible
words. Lyon (No.9) could not find a name,
but it is has been suggested that the tomb is
that of Master Thomas Fyffe, who succeeded
Alexander Young, but died probably before
ISS0.4
(8) A recumbent slab bearing a cross, chamfered at head and arms, standing on a calvary
of five steps, the tombstone of John Archibald
and his wife Margaret. Archibald" seems to
have acted as baillie of the monastery" and
" died probably about the close of IS34."5
(9) In the south-western corner is a recumbent slab with a cro:"s similar to that on (8),
flanked on one side by a chalice and wafer, on
the other by a closed book. Round the border
in Gothic lettering: HIC lACET D(OMI)N(VS) 1
WILL(EL)MVS RVGLYN HVI(VS)
ECCL(ES)IE
CANONIC(VS) AC MAGI(STE)R 1FABRICE Q(VI)
OBIIT 1VIII APRILIS A(N)NO D(OMI)NI MVII.

* James Wilkie was Principal (Primarius) of St.
Leonard's College (Early Records of the University of
St. Andrews, S.H.S., pp. 291, 293), and this name was
probably represented by the defective lettering. The
stone is Lyon's No. 13.
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(" Here lies ·William Ruglyn canon of this
church and master of works who died 8 April
A.D. IS02.")
A side entrance to the church is approached
from Pends Road. It is a 17th-century archway
with semicircular head moulded with a quirked
edge-roll. Above it are two panel-spaces, the
upper empty, the lower containing a panel, now
illegible but said to have borne the coat of the
Duke of Lennox, with the date 1617. Behind
the gate there seems to have been a lodge.
HISTORICAL N OTE.-A hospital belonging to
the Culdees existed at St. Andrews in the 12th
century.2 It was transferred to the bishopric
and in II44 conveyed by Bishop Robert to the
Priory.3 At first known as the Hospital of St.
Andrew, it was subsequently associated with
St. Leonard. 4 Then, owing to the decline of
pilgrimages, the hospital or inn came to be
little patronised and was utilised as a residence
for elderly women. Ultimately in February
IS12 /3 "the hospital and the church of St.
Leonard joined thereto, newly built in a proper
form at the expense of the Church of st.
Andrews" were turned by Archbishop Stewart
and Prior John Hepburn into a college" to be
named the College of Poor. Clerks of the Church
of St. Andrews." 9
1 Lib. Prior. S. Andree, pp. IS-18.
2 The
CoUege of St. Leonard, John Herkless and
Robert Kerr Hannay, p. 17. . 3 Ibid., p. 216.
4 Ibid., pp , 216-17. 5 Ibid., p. 217. 6 Ibid., p. 12.
7 Lib. Pr£or. S.
Andree, pp. S4, 123. 8 The
CoUege of St. Leonard, pp. 8-12. 9 Ibid., pp.
127-44.
ix S.W. 17 July 1926.
463. St. Mary's College.- James Beaton,
Ar
ishop of St. Andrews, founded this
College on 12 February IS37-8. In IS39 French
masons working at Falkland Palace came to
St. Andrews to advise on the new building and
again in IS41 to inspect it (visitandum).l The
final payment for the work to Thomas French,
master of the masons, was made in IS43-4, 2
and this probably marks its completion. What
remains has been subsequently worked over
and considerably modernised. The entrance
is in South Street and passes between the
Library and the Principal'S residence, which
bound the courtyard on the north. The
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residence is part of the early structure. Looking on the street at first-floor level there are
three large windows with moulded shafts on
the surrounds, and two windows with simply
moulded jambs and lintels. The central window
contains a panel with a shield enclosed by a
garland, from which depends the badge of the
order of St. Andrew. The shield bears the
Royal Arms, and on a label below are the
motto and date IN DEFENS AN(N)O D(OMI)NI
1612; the final figure has been altered to 3.
This panel evidently refers to the foundation
of the Library by James VI in 1612. There
has been extensive, if not complete, reconstruction, but a number of old carved stones
have been inserted in the new work. These
include several niche-corbels, one of which
bears the Passion emblems-pierced hands and
feet, heart and crown of thorns-and a Hepburn
coat of arms, probably for Patrick Hepburn,
Prior of St. Andrews 1525-1535, who died in
1573·
Of the college buildings round the quadrangle
only those on the west side (Fig. 420) are
original. A stair-tower in the re-entrant angle
on the north serves the Principal's house, while
another is almost centred in the west range and
rises above the main wall-heads. The chamber
next the street is vaulted, but there is no
vaulting elsewhere. In the walling are several
coats of arms, but only one appears to be in situ,
that above the entrance to the south or College
stair which is the coat of Archbishop Hamilton
(1549-71): Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three
cinquefoils; 2nd and 3rd, a ship with sails
furled. In the east wall of the western range
are -the arms of Master Robert Howie, a Principal of the College, and of Archbishop Beaton,
the founder. In the first mentioned the shield,
enclosed by the initials M.R.H. and the date
1621, bears: A fleur-de-lis(?), a heart in base;
while the Beaton arms are: Quarterly, 1st and
4th, a fess between three mascles, 2nd and 3rd,
on a chevron an otter's head erased. Howie's
arms, accompanied by the date 1615, are
repeated on a door on the west side of the gardens and, undated, on a lower garden door,
while his initials also appear on the rebuilt
gateway opening to the lower garden, where
they are accompanied by the initials and arms
of Henry Wardlaw, Chancellor and Bishop (140340), who bore three mascles on his shield.
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DOVECOT.-At the south end of the lower
garden is a late 17th-century rectangular doveIt
cot, rubble-built with stepped flanks.
measures externally 121 by 161 feet. The door
is on the west, and there are bird entrances in
each side and in the roof, which slopes southward.
SUNDIAL.-In the courtyard stands a cubical
sundial (Fig. 407) dated 1664 and bearing a shield
enclosed by the initials D.W.C. and blazoned:
On a bend [azure, an annulet of the first between
two pheons issuing out the same proper]. The
initials are probably for Dr. (d. p. 245) Walter
Comrie, who was appointed Professor of Divinity
in the College in 1662 and became Principal in
1666. * The arms are registered 1672-7 as those
of Walter Comrie, D.D. The dial is supported
by a circular shaft, some 16 inches in diameter
and 5 feet 8 inches in height, rising from an
octagonal base with moulded cap. .
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In the "new foundation " by Archbishop Hamilton in 1553, it was
provided that 36 persons were to be maintained
in the College, these including 4 "vicarspensionary" (so called because they had a fixed
salary instead of fluctuating teind or tithe) for
the daily church-services, 5 "regents" or
teaching staff, 8 students of theology, 16 " poor
students of philosophy," and 3 servants or
officers. 3
1 Rentale Sancti Andree (S.H.S.), pp. 68, 125.
2 Ibid., p. 198. 3 History of St. Andrews, Rev.
C. J. Lyon, M.A., ii, p. 259.
ix S.W. 10 May 1928.
464 The Blackfriars Chape1.-Within the
grounds of the Madras College and facing South
Street is the ruin of the north aisle of the
Dominican Church, the only part of the building
that has survived. This aisle was built in 1525
(see HISTORICAL NOTE) and is a fairly typical
specimen of late Gothic design. It measures
internally 26 feet from north to south by 21 feet
from east to west. It is apsidal-ended and has
originally had radial buttresses. In each of
the three apse-walls and in the main west wall
is a mullioned window, the tracery of the lights
in the apse being modern. The hoods are
enriched with floral paterae. The roof is a
pointed barrel-vault of ashlar with surface ribs
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west of the Cathedral and the harbour on a
h eadland overlooking the low-water haven
known as the Hfnd Lake. The site is washed by
the sea on its northern and eastern sides, while
elsewhere it has been isolated by a ditch, cut
in places out of the rock. Where the dit ch
debouches on the east <::rn shore, there seems to
have been a natural re-entrant, the cliff being
composed of lqyers of sandstone which dip
st eeply from north to south and present
abruptly broken faces where exposed to erosion.
Westward.:; of this re-entrant the southern
stretch is entirely artificial. I t was cleared out
about 50 years ago. The western stretch, on
the other hand, is completely filled up, but the
top of the escarpment is believed to lie 4 feet
below the present ground-line. The area thus
defined, which is in shape an irregular pentagon,
has been enclosed by buildings. At the angle ·
on the south face is a salient, the Fore Tower,
in which at one period was the entrance. The
" janitor of the outer gat e" is mentioned in the
R entale Sancti Andree (S.H.S.) . in I543-4, and
an illustration of I642 in the Bannatyne Miscellany, vol. iii, p. 24, shows a walled enclosure
west and south of the castle with a forework
and gate on the south.
For the most part the buildings now seen date
only from the I6th century, but they overlie
and incorporate remains of older structures,
mere fragments that bear witness to the
vicissitudes the place underwent and the
thorough nature of the demolitions to which
from time to time it was subjected. The
original castle suffered destruction in the War
of Independence and was rebuilt by two
English lords in I336.1 The earliest work that
can now be traced is in the Fore Tower, where
a race-band or ragged junction occurs in the west
wall 25 feet north of the south-west angle,
suggesting that the outer or southern part of
the tower wall is later than the northern. This
conclusion was confirmed in I926 by excavation
at the inner face, where the junction was again
apparent. Examination further showed that
the existing cross-wall of the tower was mainly
a primary wall containing a large gateway, the
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
jambs of which ' had been first contracted and
~
ultimately removed altogether. The old floor465. The Castle.-The Castle of St. Andrews · level could be traced on the side wall 3 feet I t
wa he residence of the bishop or, lat er, arch- inches above the present level. These fragbishop of the diocese. Its ruins (Fig. 4~3) st and ' ment s, which are tinted black on the plan, are
meeting at a central circular boss having the
form of a shield on which, within a tressure,
are the emblems of the P assion- two hands,
two feet, the heart pierced with a spear, three
nails, and a dice-box . The ribs spring from
corbel-stops and shafts, and three of the corbelstops bear the H epburn arms, probably those
of J ohn H epburn, Prior of the Augustinian
Convent of St. Andrews. The arch .through
which the aisle opened into the church is built
in two chamfered orders, the jambs having
simply moulded imposts and bases. In the
south-east angle is an aumbry, giblet-checked,
with a traceried head. From excavations made
by the St. Andrews Antiquarian Society in
I909 the width of the church was ascertained
to be 25 feet. The necessary st eps to preserve
the aisle have been taken by H.M. Office of
Works, who are now its custodians.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Bishop Wishart (I272I279) founded ana endowed the house of Black
Friars. By the beginning of the I6th century
the revenues h ad so decreased and the buildings
become so dilapidated that the est ablishment
was reduced to a single friar. However, in I5I6,
by using a legacy from Bishop Elphinstone and
appropriating three years later the revenues of
the Convents at Cupar and St. Monans, which
were suppressed, the house' was restored t o its
earlier importance. In I525 Archbishop James
Beaton gave the Friars permission to build the
aisle or chapel, which is now all that remains,
ten feet out upon the street "becauss thair
a wne rowme betwix thair said northe wall and
thair kirk is not sufficient and lairge for the
lenthe of the yle foirsaid." The house of Black
Friars was among those sacked in June I559,
so that, according to one account, "there wes
never inch standing bot bare walls."
" In the earlier part of the I9th century the
western part of the monastic building, known
as the" Old Palace" with its arch ed doors and
wide st airs, served as a dwelling-house, but that
part was cleared away." - H ay Fleming's
Handbook to St. Andrews, pp.I2-I3.
ix S.W. 25 July I926.
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413 .- From the East.

414 .-Courtyard , showing Entrance.
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presumably the remains of the castle rebuilt by
the English in I336. It was demolished by the
Regent Moray in I337. 2
Reconstruction was not taken in hand till
the time of Bishop Traill (I385-I40I), who died
in the castle "which he himself had erected
from the foundations. "3 A curtain wall with a
splayed basement-course was then carried round
the perimeter of the site, enclosing a courtyard.
So much may be inferred froIp the lengths that
still survive, greatly reduced in height, on the
west and south-west sides, hidden in the latter
case behind buildings afterwards erected against
the outer face. In front of and incorporating
what was left of the original gatehouse a new
"Fore Tower" (Fig. 4I5) was built, as is proved
by the race-band which was mentioned above and
which rises as high as the first floor. The original
passage-way was then carried 2I feet forward
to meet the new outer wall; the jambs of
Traill's doorway are still in situ, boldly chamfered, chased for a portcullis, and rebated for a
two-leaved door, while above the entrance is
the remaining rainure of the two which had been
provided for the gaffs from which the drawbridge was suspended. On the outside of the
tower there is a heavy revetment along the base,
the meaning of which will be explained presently,
and above this Bishop Traill's building is
represented by the five lowest quoin stones at
the south-west angle, the fifteen lowest quoins
at the south-east angle, and the corresponding
fifteen courses on the east face. This last
stretch of masonry includes a postern with a
semi-circular head, which was reduced to a
window in the I6th century, when it was
. provided with a gun-loop in the breast. Within
the tower what remains from the same period
is the lower part of the ashlar walls of the
entrance passage. It will be observed, however,
that the southern and western walls of the tower
itself are 5 feet 8 inches thick, while the eastern
wall has a thickness of 8 feet 9 inches, which
suggests that its inner face has ' at some time
been added to. For this no satisfactory
explanation can be offered.
An even more obscure problem is presented
by the levels o"f the entrance. The sill of the
new doorway was 3 -feet I! inches lower than
the sill of the original d06r, which now became
that of an inner door leading through the crosswall. Yet such parts as remain provide no
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evidence of a ramp, while steps would have
been an obstacle for wheeled traffic and horses.
The inner door-sill was subsequently lowered
to the level of that of the entrance, but this
reduction was accompanied by the contraction
of the inner door to a width of 6! feet. The
junction between the two levels is now .concealed, for in the course of a I6th-century
reconstruction the lower part of the tower, save
for the little vaulted cellar shown on the plan,
was filled in with a rough packing of rubble in
mortar. Part of this packing was removed by
H.M. Office of Works in I9I4, exposing the
forepart of Traill's entrance-pend and revealing
in the western wall a I4th-century cross-loop,
which originally looked along the curtain, but
was subsequently obscured by a wall built in
front of it. The tower as rebuilt by Bishop
Traill was destined to suffer grievous damage
by siege a century and a half after its erection.
One may also attribute to Bishop Traill a
buttress-like projection, containing a garderobe
flue, at the south-west angle of the west curtain
wall, a salient turret midway along the same
side, and probably the lowest part of the" Sea
Tower "4 at its north-west corner. This part
of the tower includes a prison, in the floor of
which opens a 'pit' known as the "Bottle
Dungeon" (Fig. 422). The 'pit,' measuring
41 feet in diameter inside the kerb, is excavated
in the rock to a depth of 24 feet and is fashioned
with sloping sides and bottom, but has no
sanitary provision and is without light or ventilation other than what comes through the mouth.
The prison above, which now has an opening in
the north wall, was also originally without
windows, but had in the eastern wall a ventilation flue, which, however, was closed by the
insertion of vaulting at some time in the I5th
century. Traill's work may further have
included the two vaulted cellars which form
the lowest part of the north-east or " Kitchen
Tower "5 as well as the range of buildings which
stood on the eastern side of the enclosure. The
cliff there has, however, fallen a,nd only the
much reduced inner wall rerriains. This wall,
too, shows many signs of alteration and addition, the latest being recognisable as I6thcentury work.
The next rebuilding that can be traced is that
of the I6th century, - The most important change
was the transference of the entrance from the old
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Fore Tower to a position midway along the
south-west curtain (Fig. 416), where it may have
opened into a vaulted pend passing beneath
a range of building erected against the inner
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FIG. 422.-The "Bottle Dungeon" (No. 465).

side of the curtain . The old entrance was then
built up and the ditch deepened, a proceeding
which accounts for the stout revetment already
mentioned as having been built along the base
of the tower. At the outer south-west angle of
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the castle rose a massive circular tower,
furnished with gun-loops, which Knox calls a
"Blokhous."6 It was one of the largest of its
kind in Scotland, being 53 feet in diameter.
Handsome staircases were also inserted at the
southern angles of the courtyard in the fashion
of those at Linlithgow Palace, while the main
part of the Sea Tower above ground level
seems to be contemporary.
From the old Fore Tower a wall, roughly
built and with small openings to the front, was
carried westward in front of and parallel to the
old curtain for a distance of 58 feet, where it has
turned northwards, the corner being traceable
to a height of 5 feet above the present entrancelevel. In an alteration of a later time this wall
was extended to the circular tower, and the
space between it and the old curtain behind
was filled in with a residence.
Cardinal Beaton was engaged in rebuilding
the castle between 1543 and 1546, but no details
remain to indicate his work, which was still
unfinished when he was murdered in it on 29th
May 1546. Thereafter the place was besieged,
when extensive destruction was caused by the
bombardment of July 1547 and the demolition
that followed its capture. According to Knox,
" The castell of St. Andrews was razed to the
ground, the Blokhous thairof cast down, and
the wallis round about demolisched," including
the south-east tower which is referred to by
Knox as "the eist Blokhous," but of which no
trace now remains.
The work of restoration was undertaken by
Beaton's successor, Archbishop Hamilton (1549
or 1550-71). He fashioned the present handsome frontal range west of the Fore Tower
from the wreckage of the old, but made no
attempt to rebuild the south-west round tower,
although he utilised its staircase. This range is
three storeys and an attic in height. As might
be expected, the outer wall contains a curious
mixture of masonry. Centred in it isthe entrance
(Fig. 416), which is corbelled out from the wall
face. There is no provision on the entrance for
a drawbridge, so that the access must have
been of a permanent nature: in Beaton's time,
however, as Knox indicates, there was a drawbridge. Beside it on the east is a small door or
postern for use when the main door was closed.
The entrance has a semi-circular archway with
shafts moulded at capital and base. At either
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side of the projection bold angle-shafts rise
upward and are divided by transverse strings
forming panels, of which those at the secondfloor sill-level contain four boldly carved cinquefoils, for Hamilton, set within circular labels.
Below these is an empty panel-space, and
beneath this, again, the date I555. Both the
main entrance and the postern door are bonded
into older walling. Other insertions are the
upper windows, which bear roll-and-hollow
mouldings at jamb and lintel. Of the dormers
there remain only the dropped sills, which are
shaped and bear seats for side shafts.
The new entrance is at the level of Traill's
gate in the Fore Tower (d. p. 252). It opens on
a vaulted pend with a bench at each side, to
receive which the inner gateway has been cut
into. This gateway may be the outer gate of
ante I546 rebuilt in another position. On either
side of the pend is a vaulted cellar or lodge, the
northern wall of which in each case is the curtain
of Traill's work. In the western cellar appears
one gun-loop of the old south-west round tower,
while a fireplace has been inserted in the southern
wall. The old stair of the round tower was
utilised to reach the first and upper floors of the
frontal range. On the first floor were two rooms,
the eastern one, which was small and at a lower
level than that to the west, giving access to the
interior of the Fore Tower, the rebuilding of
which (Fig. 4I5), four storeys in height to the
wall-head, was also carried out by Hamilton.
The work here seems to have proceeded by
stages, a halt having been made at the wall-head
of the frontal range. Two windows like those
of that range were placed in the front wall and
enclose an armorial panel, now very weatherworn, which appears to bear three cinquefoils
at the top, a tilting helm within a circular label
or garland, and a scroll below; on the sill of
the panel are initials, apparently R.H. The
wall terminates in a handsome corbel-table,
with moulded corbels set chequerwise under a
parapet-walk. The walk does not extend all
the way round but stops on the western side to
leave room for the high roof of the frontal range,
while on the eastern side it terminates opposite
the wall that runs across the interior. The two
rooms divided by this cross-wall communicated
with one another, and the outer or southern one
was reached by steps leading down from the
small room in the east of the new frontal range.
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In the case of both the tower rooms the reconstruction had involved a raising of the level.
A vault was built to support the northern floor,
while the southern one, which was probably of
tiles, was laid on a clay bed, spread on a packing
of rubble, inserted for the purpose (d. p. 252).
The building immediately to the east of the
Fore Tower was the chapel range but is now
fragmentary. On the ground floor there seem
to have been two chambers. The vaulting of
these is not original, and other changes have
been the insertion of windows in the north wall
to open beneath a piazza, of which only the
pier bases remain, and of a fireplace in the
western gable. On the upper floor was the
chapel; a jamb of one window remains,
hollow - chamfered and grooved for glass. *
Against the west gable there was apparently a
gallery, which was reached from the tower
behind. Little can be said of the missing east
range which contained the hall. But it was at
least three storeys in height. The vaults on the
floor corresponding to the courtyard level are
later insertions.
At the north-east angle is the Kitchen Tower
(Fig. 4I3), where, as already explained, the two
vaulted cellars in the lowest floors are of Bishop
Traill's time. The kitchen itself occupied the
first floor and so was level with the hall in the
east range. The fireplace cannot be traced, but
in the east wall are a slop-sink and two lockers.
The outer face of the tower has been reinforced
with a massive revetment of the 16th century,
giving the wall here a total thickness of 12 feet,
and at the top of it appear two vents, probably
from garderobes. A passage, the vaulting of
which is not original, led to the north range;
the opening at its outer end has apparently been
a door to the cliff.
The north range, the windows of which have
a hollow chamfer at jamb and lintel, is represented only by the outer wall which shows two
storeys, the floor which separates them being
borne on corbels. At the eastern end has been
inserted a circular oven with what may be a
smaller oven, or perhaps a fuel hole; beside it.
At the western end was a staircase, which was
rebuilt towards the end of the 16th or in the
17th century.

* In Slezer's engraving (1718) the chapel windows
are of the type constructed about 1512 in the Chapel
of St. Leonard's (No. 462).
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The Sea Tower was largely reconstructed
in the 16th century. The lowest portion,
dating probably from the time of Bishop
Traill, has already been described. The
upper floor is mainly 16th-century work and
comprises two chambers. The outer or east
chamber, which is a passage room and the
floor of which is 14 inches below that of the
inner one, has the remains of a handsome
hooded fireplace of an early type and obviously
here re-used. Communication with the floor
above was by a turret-stair projecting from
the north wall. The inner or western room has
been vaulted, and has had windows to south
and west . On the north is a garderobe,
the flue of which is connected with another
descending from the upper storey. An account
of the siege of 1548 states that the French
artillerymen "schote doune all the battelyne
and caiphouse of the seytowre and the hoyle
[whole] ruffe of the chalmeris upone the partis
of the sey," while" the continuall schoting at
the west partes of the castell spylte [spoiled]
in our cellares and bruehouse one monthes
provisiones."7 Of these western buildings
nothing now appears above ground, but the
level of the courtyard shows a slight elevation
on that side, whiCh suggests that their foundations still remain.
Within the courtyard is a draw-well driven
through the rock to -a depth of 51 feet 7 inches.
It is merely a catch-pit and is not fed by a
spring.
.
The remains of the castle are under the
guardianship of H.M. Office of Works.
SIEGEWORKs.-Siegeworks can seldom be
identified, for commonly they were mounds
hastily thrown up and afterwards easily lev.elled.
At this castle, however, there survives a probably unique specimen of mediaeval siegecraft,
a mine and countermine, tunnelled through the
rock, which date from the siege of 1546-7 and
must have taken some months to execute.
On loth November 1546 it was repo~ted to the
French ambassador in Londons that "the
Governor (i.e. the Earl . of Arran) had mined
almost to the foot of the tower by which he
hoped to capture it, although the defenders
were countermining and showed no great fear."
As on the 26th of the same month the Scottish
Privy Council resolved to ask the King of
France to send hither 24 men skilled in the
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making and taking of fortifications, the mine
and countermine, already in existence, are
apparently of native workmanship.
The besiegers started on the far side of the
ditch, to the south-east of the Fore Tower,
where they were screened by an outer barrier,
and drove a gallery 6 feet wide and 7 feet high
northward towards the Fore Tower. It slopes
downwards so as to pass below the ditch; the
solum is stepped (Fig. 423), and the clearance
is sufficient to allow the employment of ponies
in removing debris. The present length of the
gallery is 62 feet, and if the incline was fairly
uniform it cannot have begun much beyond
the modern wall which closes its outer end.
The tool marks make it clear that the work
proceeded from the south northwards. When
the gallery came below the counterscarp of the
ditch an irregularly shaped chamber was
formed, 27l feet distant from the tower, as the
mine-head from which branches might be run,
but at this juncture the work was abandoned,
for those within the castle had taken counter
measures. They were aware of the work in
progress and of its purpose, though in doubt as
to its course. To ascertain this they sank a
shaft in each of the ground-floor apartments in
the south-west front. Abandoning these when
the direction of the mine was located, they
started a countermine, apparently from a
breach in the east wall of the Fore Tower where
the masonry shows signs of disturbance.
Guided as to level by a thin seam of coal, they
drove their gallery to the south-east corner of
the tower. There they seem to have been in
doubt as to direction, since a branch has been
carried for a short distance eastwards (Fig. 423),
but they abandoned this deviation and continued on their first course, sweeping round the
front of the tower for a distance of 35 feet,
where, on locating the mine precisely, they
changed direction and broke into the roof of the
mine chamber (Fig. 4 1 9). Whether the present
opening in the roof has been enlarged is not
elear, but it is just sufficient to admit the
passage of a single person. The difference in
floor level between the mine and the countermine is 7 feet.
1 Fordun, Gesta Annalia, elv.
2 Scotichronicon, lib. XIII, cap. xliii. 3 Ibid. VI, xlvi.
4 Name from the History of the Reformation,
by John Knox (ed. 1732), p. 65. 5 Name in
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State Papers, Henry VIII, vol. V, part iv, p. 58!.
Knox, p. 77. 7 State Papers, as cited, p. 580.
8 Letters and Papers,
Foreign and Domestic,
Henry VI}I, vol. XXI, part ii, No. 380.
Cf. also Cast. and Dam. Arch., iii, p. 328,
and P,·OC. Soc. Ant. Scot., xlix (I9I4-I5), p. 223.
ix S.W. 31 May I926.
6

;466J Queen Mary's

House.-This is a three-

ste~d tenement on the southern side of

[ST. ANDREWS.

oak of about 1590 and there has been an oak
ceiling in the little study in the oriel. Beside a
projection containing the kitchen flue is a closet
with aumbries on each side and a window
looking south.
Evidence of the alterations which the house
has undergone in the course of time appears in
the building-up and subsequent reopening of
windows and doors in the front and back walls.
The upper part of the wing gable seems to have
been rebuilt in the 17th century, when there was
a good deal of reconstruction.
It is believed that Queen Mary lived in this
house when she visited St. Andrews, and that
Charles II also did so from the 4th to the 6th
July 1650.
ix S.W. 17 July 1926.

South Street, being the second house west of
the" Pends," to which the property originally
extended. The back of the house is to the
street, while the front, which has had a wing
at each end, looks out to a garden on the south.
The main block and the west wing still remain,
but they have been so much altered that · few
features of interest survive, while the eastern
wing is represented by the vaulted lower
467. Dean's Court.-This house, formerly
storey of " Priorsgate," the otherwise modern k OWfl as the" Archdeacon's Inns or Manse,"l
house adjoining. Fig. 408 shows the surviving stands at the south-east corner of North Street,
wing, with its little oriel, and the stair-tower, opposite the western end of the Cathedral. It
surmounted by a cap-house, in the western is a three-storeyed building of the late 16th
re-entrant angle.
century, with a vaulted ground-floor, and is
It is usually stated that the house was built L-shaped on plan. The main block has been
in 1523 by Hugh Scrymgeour, merchant in St. extended westward in the same century or
Andrews, and this statement may be correct so shortly after its close. There was evidently a
far as the house in its original state is con- newel-stair in the re-entrant angle, but this has
cerned. But more than one building-period been removed, while the house has otherwise
may be inferred from the plan, while the been greatly modernised. The first-floor chamcharacter of the architectural detail suggests a ber in the wing was panelled in pine in the late
date not earlier than the last quarter of the 16th 18th century.
century.
The re··entrant angle opens to a courtyard,
The entrance from the street is a transe which has been entered from the street through
running through the main block and emerging the small archway, now built up, beside the
in the eastern re-entrant angle. The house has present entrance. The archway has at the head
been entered from the stair-tower, but the old a moulded label from which two thin shafts
entrance and stair have been removed and a with moulded caps rise to the string-course at
new entrance, screened by an 18th-century the wall-head; between these shafts is an
porch, has been formed at first-floor level. armorial panel set within vine-scrolled shafts
On the ground floor in the main block there which rest on corbels representing human heads.
are - three chambers west of the transe, the The shield is surmounted by a helm and mantling
two eastern ones being vaulted while that and apparently bears: Three piles with a
to the west has also been vaulted originally. crescent in base, a Douglas coat. Flanking the
In the wing is a vaulted kitchen communicating shield are the initials G.D., for the George
with a two-storeyed lean-to building of the same Douglas who had helped Queen Mary to escape
period, which has been considerably rebuilt. from Lochleven Castle and who afterwards
The stair stops at the second floor, and the lived here, an elder in the Parish Church. 2
garret is reached by a turret-stair, which has, The archway may date from the 16th century,
at the stair-head, a protective railing with oak but is more probably of the 17th. The boundary
balusters, for the most part renewed. The wall in TNhich it stands was apparently sursecond-floor chamber of the wing is panelled in mounted by a parapet-walk, reached from the
17
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small stair which rises within the wing of the
house from the first-floor chamber. On the
farther or southern side of the archway there
has been a vaulted cellar of which only one wall
remains, forming part of the boundary wall of
the courtyard. Within the courtyard is a drawwell.
1 Hay Fleming's Handbook oj St. Andrews,
p. 57. 2 Ibid.
ix S.W. 17 July 1926.

~Houses

in St. Andrews.-In addition to

t~ described in separate articles several
other houses deserve to be recorded, although
in each there has been a considerable amount of
alteration.
SOUTH STREET.-(1) NO.3 is a three-storeyed
17th-century house with harled walls, in which
the windows, where original, are moulded with
a heavy edge-roll. (2) No. 40, three storeys
and an attic in height, has windows chamfered
or moulded. The gables have three bold corbelstops to the street. A panel above a secondfloor window displays the arms and initials of
Prior John Hepburn. (3) No. 42 may date
from the close of the 16th century but has been
almost entirely rebuilt. A skew-put towards
the street bears a shield charged with three
crosses flory issuing out of as many crescents,
for Monypenny of Pitmilly. (4) South Court,
which enters from South Street, dates apparently from the 17th century. On the first floor
there is a finely panelled library. (5) No. 46
has been largely rebuilt. It is three storeys in
. height; above a window in the first floor is a
small heraldic panel: On a chevron an otter's
head erased and in base a saltire, for Balfour of
Mountquhanie. Below the shield are the initials
A.B. The Renaissance portico bears in the
pediment an oval cartouche, enclosing a salt ire
engrailed with a crescent between the upper
arms. (6) No. 71, which is vaulted on the
ground floor, is apparently of the 17th century.
In this house was a ceiling painted in tempera,
two portions of which are preserved in the hall
of St. Salvator's College, while another is in the
National Museum of Antiquities. The joists of
oak are 5i by 3 inch scantlings, set at 2 feet 4t
inch centres. Only the boarding, which is of red
pine 9 to 12 inches wide, is decorated, the motifs
being executed in black, yellow, and red on a
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white ground. They comprise scroll-work, an
oval cartouche with the initials E.A., and an
owt;:;a JlerclL~th a tinted canopy above.
(7) f u ROUND'LE\.-This house, forming the
north-east corner of South Street, dates from
the later 16th or the 17th century. It is threestoreyed and has an angle stair-tower surmounted
by a balustrade, said to have been composed of
tomb-balusters removed from the churchyard.
On the east gable is an armorial panel. The
shield, apparently backed by a crook, bears:
On a cross engrailed a crescent, two crosscrosslets fitchy in chief, for Haldenston, apparently the 15th-century prior of that name (d.
P.231) . The stone must have been taken from
some earlier building.
NORTH STREET.-No. 7r, which stands at the
eastern end of St. Salvator's Church and is now
part of the University offices, seems to date
from the early r6th century, but many alterations were made on the fabric in the century
following. It is L-shaped on plan and three
storeys in height. The most interesting feature
left is the little circular tower projecting from
the south-west angle, which was apparently a
stair-tower, since at ground level there is an
external entrance, now built up. In addition to windows, back-set and chamfered, it
has loop-holes of 'keyhole' and 'dumb-bell'
shape. The roof is a little stone spire provided
with lucarnes. On the west wall of the house
there are traces of windows of 16th-century
character, but the windows in the south and
east walls are not earlier than the 17th century.
The western crow-steps are gableted and date
from the r6th century, while those to the east
are at least a century later. Internally the
building has been modernised, but the staircase
descending to the basement is probably of the
late 17th century, while the lowest fireplace in
the west gable is perhaps rather earlier. In one
of the upper rooms is a door of oak. In pre- .
Reformation times this house belonged to the
Hospitallers or Knights of St. John. Traditionally, it is associated with Queen Mary. In
1572 it was acquired by the Protestant archbishop, PatriCk Adamson. l
1 Handbook oj St.
Andrews, Hay Fleming,
p. 50 (note).

ix S.W. 24 June r926.
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/469.--

The West Port, St. Andrews.-One of
til £ew surviving examples of a city gate in
Scotland stands at the west end of South Street
(Fig. 421). The contract for its building, dated
18th May, 1589, and a supplementary contract
of three months later are printed verbatim in the
Transactions of the Edinburgh Architect~tral
Association, vol. ix, p. 130. The contract was
between Master David Russell, Dean of Guild,
and Thomas Robertson, mason in BIebo. The
latter was to erect" the West Port of the Sowth
Geatt of the said citie, with ane sufficient andperfite rownd on ilk syde of the said Port, of
fine ashlar work, conform to the form and
fassoun of the Nathir-bow of Edinburghe."
The Port was to have" ane cumlie and perfite
pend," above which was to be " ane fair and
sufficient battaling .. fra end to end ... with
ane sufficient passage to ascend and pass up."
The two " rownds " or towers, one on each side,
are in the later contract spoken of as "twa
howsses." Above the pend were to be stones
carved with" the Kingis Majesties armes " and
the "comoun townis armes of the said citie
" beneth thame.' )
The Port, however, was "completely renovated" in 1843, when also some structural
alterations were made. It now consists of a
central archway III feet wide, set between two
semi..:octagonal gun-looped turrets and ' two
smaller archways of modern construction. The
" battling," which was specified to extend the
full length of the Port, is confined to the
central portion; it is pierced with little openings
and is borne on a chequered corbelling. A
modern carved panel replaces the coats of arms
specified in the original contract, which in time
had become almost obliterated.
ix S.W. 24 June 1926.
G\Peekie Bridge, Kenly Bum.-Across the

K~Burn near Peekie Mill stands a disused
bridge with a single, slightly pointed arch having
no soffit ribs. The width of the roadway is 10
feet II inches. On the northern side of the
bridge is a panel enclosing a shield, with a crook
behind it, which bears: On a chevron a rose
between two lions counter-combatant, for Hepburn. These arms indicate that this bridge was
built either by John Hepburn, Prior of St.
Andrews, who died in 1522, or by his nephew
and successor, Prior Patrick Hepburn.

[ST. ANDREWS.

xv N.E. 9 May 1928.
For Guard Bridge see No. 405.

r47?

/

Dovecot, Nydie Mains.-On the farm
st~dS a rectangular dovecot measuring 14 feet
2 inches by 26 feet 4 inches, containing two
chambers (Fig. 56). It dates from the late 17th
century, but has been largely rebuilt. The
e'n trances are placed in the flanks, the western
doorway having a back-set margin. The masonry
is of rubble, which has been harled.
viii S.E. 9 May 1928.

~Dovecot, Kenly Green.-At Kenly Green
is \i~Wge ruinous dovecot, built out of the stones
of the " Palace of Inchmartrick " which stood
hard by. It is rectangular on plan measuring
24! by 17 feet. The roof is a coupled one with
tabled skews instead of being of the more usual
lean-to type.
xv N.E. 9 May 1928.
~ Dovecots, Boarhills.-There are two
re ta gular dovecots on the north side of the
village standing within 70 yards of each other.
The western one, measuring 13 feet 5 inches by
-13 feet 10 inches, is ruinous, while the eastern one,
measuring 19 feet 10 inches by 14 feet 6 inches,
is entire and in use (Fig. 54). These dovecots
are built of rubble, harled, and probably date
from the 17th century.
xv N.E. (unnoted). 9 May 1928.
474. Dovecot, Bonnytown.-This is a large
reet gular dovecot probably of the early 18th
century (Fig. 52). It measures 32 by 14!
feet and contains two chambers, each with an
entrance in the north-east wall.
xv N.E. 9 May 1928.
GJJDovecot, Wester Balrymonth.-A ruinolls
reli:..tan ular dovecot measuring 26 by 15! feet
stands on this farm.
xv N.W. 9 May 1928.
476. Dovecot, Bogward.-Beside the farm
bUl dings stands a fine circular dovecot of the
16th century (Fig. 57). It is built of harled
rubble and has three string-courses.
ix S.W. 9 May 1928.
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~.

Dovecot, Denbrae.-On this property
a rectangular dovecot containing two
chambers, which probably dates from the 18th
century.
s't~ds

viii S.E. 9 May 1928.
STANDING STONE.

~

Standing Stone, near Peekie.- About

m~y between the farms of Polduff and Peekie
and on the south side of the Anstruther and
St. Andrews Railway, at an elevation of 200
feet above sea-level, there is a fine block of
red sandstone, which rises to a height of just
over 9 feet above ground (Fig. 20). It averages
4t inches in thickness and measures 2 feet 4
inches wide across the broad faces. The stone
has been set up with the major axis north-east
and south-west and has been well packed round
the base with smaller stones.
xv N.E. (" Stone "). 22 April 1931.
MISCELLANEOUS.

[ST. ANDREWS.

is represented below the shield and under this
is the motto, AD VITAM. The panel is contained
within a foliaceous border.
ix S.W. 17 July 1926.
480. Armorial Panel, Town Hall.- -In the
inner wall of the lower lobby an armorial panel
of stone has been · inserted. The lower part
bears in Gothic lettering the inscription, ANNO
DNI. 1565, while the upper part displays two
achievements set . side by side. The· dexter
shield, which is surmounted by a helmet, is
blazoned: On a chevron three mascles, for Sir
Patrick Learmonth of Dairsie, Provost at that
time; while the sinister shield bears a boar
surmounting an oak tree eradicated, an incomplete version of the Burgh arms.
ix S.W. 17 July 1926.
481. Well of the Grey Friars.-The well is in
the garden of NO.4 Greyfriars Gardens. It is
about 48 feet deep, the upper part being lined
with masonry, while the parapet and iron grille
are modern.
ix S.W. 17 July 1926.

479. Sarcophagus and Cross, St. Leonard's.Two early sepulchral monuments were found
482. Caves.- (I) ST. RULE's ORLADyBuCHAN'S
within the grounds of St. Leonard's School, and
CAVE.-At the base of the sea-cliff 150 yards
are now preserved in the building. One is a
south-east of the Castle are the remains of a
fine shrine-shaped monument wrought from a
cave which has been artificially enlarged. The
single block of freestone. It measures 3 feet
access is from the southern side, where rough
8 inches long by I foot 9 inches in depth and
,steps lead up to the cave proper, which has
I foot in breadth. The sloping sides of the top
been so much eroded at the mouth that the
are wrought to resemble roof-tiles Qr shingles.
interior is expos@d to view. The total area has
On each gable is a Latin cross in relief, the arms
been 2I1 by I I feet, and it has been divided into
being slightly expanded.
two chambers, each provided with a seat. ·
The other monument is a roughly shaped
These features may not be older than 1760-65,
free-standing cross 5 feet 7 inches in height.
when Lady Buchan, who lived in St. Andrews,
The arms are 8 and 9 inches broad and project fitted up the place" as a romantic retreat."l
10 inches. The shaft is 10 inches broad below
(2) KINKELL.-This cave is about 2 miles
the cross-head but expands to ' a width of I foot
7 inches at the base. The only markings on the south-east of St. Andrews. It was examined
stone are an incised line, wrought on both sides in 1913, and the results are described in Proc.
defining the cross shape, with four hollows at Soc. Ant. Scot., xlix (1914-15), pp. 233-7. A
loose slab of sandstone, marked with inscribed
the angles.
.
ARMORIAL PANEL, ST. LEONARD'S.- Built crosses and a human figure, was probably
into .a corridor of the school building is a panel brought from elsewhere. Other crosses were
2
beanng the Hepburn arms. The shield is cut on the walls, and "at one place the
backed by the pastoral staff and is supported figure of an animal, possibly a red deer, has
by two angels. Above and behind the shield been incised on the roof."3 .
appear panels traceried like the windows of
1 Hay Fleming's Handbook of St. Andrews,
St. Leonard's Chapel (No. 462). An ashlar wall p. 88. 2 Stuart's Sculptured Stones of Scotland,
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ST. MONANS.]
ii, lxxxviii.
P·23 6 .
(I) ix S.W.

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN FIFE.
3

Proc. SOC. Ant. Scot., as cited,
(2) ix S.E. 25 June I926.

SITE.
483. Cemetery of Cinerary Urns, Lawhead,
St. Andrews.-See Introd., p. xxix, and Proc.
Soc. Ant. Scot., x (I872-4), pp. 436-7, and xiii
(I878-9), pp. II2- I 3·

ST. MONANS.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.

~. Abercrombie Church.-The ruin of this
cR rch stands on the Balcaskie estate; rather
more than 300 yards south-west of the mansion.
It is a roofless shell without features of special
interest. On plan it is oblong, measuring 46i
feet by 23 feet externally. The masonry is
rubble, the gables are crow-stepped, and the
southern gable is recessed from the wall-head.
The present entrance is in the north wall, and
into its jambs are built fragments of early
tombstones, which are noted in their order thus:
(I) A fragment in the upper part of the
eastern jamb measures I foot 7 inches in height
by I foot 3 inches in breadth and bears a Latin
cross, hollowed at the junction of the arms with
the shaft and enriched with a key pattern.
(2) Below it is a fragment of a cross-shaft,
7 inches thick and with a present height of I
foot 3 inches and a breadth of I foot 3! inches;
the edge has been defined by a bead. The face
bears traces of a key pattern, while the side
appears to have been later cleaned off and
stugged.
(3) A stone below (2) measures I foot 2 inches
in breadth by 6! inches in height and bears a
small knotwork panel.
(4) At the level of (3) is the upper part of a
cross-slab. It measures I foot 7 inches in
height, is I foot 4 inches broad and 7! inches
thick. On the face is the upper part of a Latin
cross, the arms and shaft being defined by
knotwork panels; the side bears a spiral scroll.
(5) Lower down is a stone 3 feet I! inches in
height, I foot 5 inches broad, and 4t inches
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thick. It is built in upside down. The face
only is sculptured and bears a disc-headed cross,
hollowed at the junctions of the arms with the
shaft. On either side of the upper arm is a
panel bearing what appears to be a fret pattern,
and there is a fret pattern on either side of the
shaft towards the base.
(6) The uppermost of the three fragments in
the west jamb measures I foot in length, 9 inches
in height, and 31 inches in thickness. The face
bears a double spiral and a fret pattern wrought
by a series of punching blows and obviously
never finished.
(7) A fragment below (6) measures I foot
7 inches in height, I foot 4 inches broad, and 6
inches in thickness and has evidently belonged
to the same tombstone as (4); on the side is a
scrollwork, while the face bears an incised shaft.
(8) At the lower part of the jamb is a stone
inserted upside down. It measures 3 feet IO~ ~
inches in height, I foot It inches in breadth:
and 5t inches in. thickness. It bears a shaft
with hollowed angles terminating in a mount.
The cross is defined by plain panels.
In addition to these early fragments there are
several late mediaeval stones outside the church.
(I) Against the west gable is the tombstone
of Thomas Abercrombie on which is a shield
flanked by the initials T.A., and bearing: A
chevron between three boars' heads erased, for
Abercrombie.
(2) Lying south of the church is the tablestone of " Alexander Irland I639 " on which is
a shield flanked by the initials A.!, and bearing:
On a fess between three mullets a boar's head.
. A second shield, flanked by the initials M.W.,
bears: An oak-tree eradicated, surmounted by
a fess charged with a crescent between two
mullets, for Watson.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Until I646, the parish
was known as Abercrombie. In that year Sir
James Sandilands of Newark (d. No. 486)
acquired the estate of Abercrombie, while
Newark was in the neighbouring parish of
Kilconquhar. He secured the annexation of
Newark to the parish of Abercrombie, and this
had the effect of bringing the church of St.
Monans into the latter parish. The Act of
Parliament effecting the disjunction is of I649
(d. further No. 485). The parish was then
styled " Abercrombie with St. Monance," but
in course of time the name was reduced to its
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present form, while the church of Abercrombie
was abandoned and allowed" to go into ruin."l
I Stat. Acct., ix, pp. 334-5. Wood's East Neuk
of Fife, p. 254·
xxii S.W. 2I July I927.

10

the sea beside the churchyard gate. The old
road from the village to the church ran by the
shore, and in places the rocks have been cut to
give an easier passage. The site is cramped and
uneven, falling from north to south, with the
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FIG. 428.-Parish Church, St. Monans (No. 485).

48 5. Parish Church, St. Monans. - This
church (Figs. 424, 425), one of the most picturesque in Fife, occupies a site on a rocky bank
above the shore at the south-western end of
the fishing village of St. Monans. To reach it
one has to cross the Inweary Burn, which enters
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rock outcropping on the north side of the
building. In I828 the church was restored,
which makes analysis of the building difficult.
The probability is that the major portion of it
represents the church built by David II in
I362-I370 (see HISTORICAL NOTE). It was laid
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out on an unaisled cruciform plan with a northeasterly orientation. But the nave, although
contemplated, was never built. The crossing is
surmounted by a tower with a parapet, within
which a low stone spire rises from the third
storey. Apparently the tower had a storey
added to it in the 16th century, for the broaches
of an earlier spire are visible in the second storey.
The vestry on the northern side is a restoration,
but it occupies the site of an original revestry.
The masonry is of ashlar, built in II-inch
courses. At ground-level is a chamfered basecourse, double-membered in most places. At
the angles are diagonal buttresses, while rectangular buttresses project from the south wall
of the chancel and from the gables of the chancel
and south transept. The original entrance was
at the west end, in the place now occupied
by the modern heating-chamber and western
window. . The doorways on either side of the
central buttress of the east gable are modern,
replacing the single door which was formed
there in 1692.1 The entrance to the south
transept dates from 1828. The south windows
of the south transept (Fig. 427) with their
plate-tracery and deeply splayed jambs and
head are archaic in appearance. The north
light of the other transept has uncusped bartracery, and the remaining windows of the
church have curvilinear tracery of a type in
fashion in England until about 1360 (Fig. 426).
Between the two east windows, above the
. buttress which separates them, is a small
segmental-headed traceried window, obviously
to light a loft, as at Whitekirk, East Lothian. *
The wall-heads are defined by a cornice enriched with small human heads and corbels of
, buckle' type, that is, corbels producing by
their shadows a resemblance to a human face.
The gables are set back towards the inner side
of the wall, leaving in front a small parapetwalk, which is entered from a loft in the roof.
The west wall of the tower has been considerably altered. The projecting staircase
with its cross-shaped loops dates from the 16th
century, but the present external entrance is
modern, for the stair has originally been entered
from within the crossing.
The appearance of the interior of the church
(Fig. 431) must have been greatly altered in 1828
by the lowering of the floor some 3t feet. Much of

* Inventory of Monuments,

East Lothian, No.

200.
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the moulded work has been repaired in plaster.
On the walls of the chancel are fluted shafts,
from which spring the vault ribs. The chancel
vault is of tierceron type, four bays in length,
and has one peculiarity: the horizontal transverse ridges terminate at a boss covering the
meeting of the tiercerons, while the line of the
ridge is continued in a curved intermediate
tierceron stopping on the wall in a little
moulded capital. The tiercerons do not spring
from the wall shafts but from the upper part of
the tas-de-charge. The vaulting bosses are
cylindrical and bear devices either floral or
armorial: (I)? a palm leaf; (2) a shield bearing
a lion rampant within a tressure flory-counterflory, the Royal Arms; (3) and (4) each a lily;
(5) a flower; (6) a shield bearing a saltire and
fillet, a hand(?) at the collar point, for Bruce;
(7), (8) and (9) each a flower; (10) the Royal
Arms; (II) a quatrefoil within a fret, for
Gardner (?); (12) a shield bearing a heart;
(13) a heart; (14) a shield bearing a heart
and three stars in chief, for Douglas; (IS) a
star.
The south wall of the chancel (Fig. 431) contains a credence niche of 14th-century type, with
foiled head, enclosed within a semi-circular arch;
a hole in the sill is perhaps the drain from a
projecting piscina-bowl, which has been broken
off. South of the niche is a triple set of sedilia,
the divisions of which are not continued to the
bench, but are returned on corbels. The tracery
resembles the window tracery, and the mOUldings
those of the credence niche. In the north wall
is the entrance to the revestry, with chamfered
and checked jambs receiving the arch head on
a discontinuous impost. The only features of
interest within the vestry are the remains of a
piscina and a credence niche. The crossingarches are wrought in chamfer planes; the
jambs have a semi-shaft at the daylight and
two nooked quarter-shafts with an outer hollow
chamfer. The capitals, which are round on
plan, have moulded undercut abaci and a plain
bell. The bases tend towards a bell-shape, but
have no overhang.
The vaults of the south transept (Fig. 432),
which are inaccessible, seem to be of stone, but
ue apparently a restoration, since De Cardonnel
(1788) describes and illustrates both transepts
as roofless.
CONSECRATION CRoss.-On the south wall of
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the chancel, within the church, between the received "a partial reparation." As already
credence and the sedilia, is a consecration cross, stated, it was completely restored in 1828. 9
16 inches in diameter.
I Transactions,
Aberdeen
Ecclesio!ogical
HISTORICAL NOTE.-The "chapel of St. Society, 1897, p. 194. 2 Reg. Mag. Sig. (1306Monan " was" founded anew " and endowed by 1424), No. 304. 3 Scotichr., lib. XIV, cap. iii.
David 11.2 The reason given for this act is that 4 Excheq~ter Rolls, ii, passim. 5 Bull in Transacat the battle of Neville's Cross (1346) the King tions, &c., as cited, p. 199. 6 Reg. Mag. Sig.,
had been wounded with an arrow, the head of 1520, No. 196. ? Transactions, &c., p. 193.
which could not be extracted. He made a 8 Acts Part. Scot., vi, Part ii, pp. 433-4.
pilgrimage.to St. Monans, and, as he stooel in 9 Transactions, &c., p. 196.
prayer in front of the image, the iron arrowCf. also Eccles. Arch, ii, p. 471.
head" leapt" (prosiliit) from his body.3 But
xxx
N.W. 19 July 1927.
David was a prisoner in England as a result of
the battle, and was in Scotland only for two
SECULAR BUILDING.
months in 1352 until his release in 1357. Moreover, work did not begin at St. Monans till
486 Newark Castle.-Almost half a mile to
1362. The story is therefore apocryphal. Sir
William Dishington, steward of the royal tID; south-west of St. Monans a small promonhousehold, was made master of the works, and, tory runs out into the sea. Its western side,
between 1362 and 1370, sums amounting 1:0 which is actually overhanging, stands some 30
£613 7s. were paid to Dishington on account of feet above the shore, though dipping at one
the building, besides £6 13S. 4d. for the car- place to about half that height. The main buildpenter work. 4 Timber was brought from ings of the castle (Fig. 444) stand on the summit
Inverness. When completed, the church was of the promontory and are set on the east ern side
served by two chaplains, whose salaries were a and across the southern end, while on the west
charge upon the customs of Cupar and are is a cliff on which are remnants of walling, the
whole enclosing a small courtyard. Other
regularly entered in the Exchequer Rolls.
Some time before 1477, St. Monans was buildings, now represented merely by fragments
granted to the Friars Preachers or Dominican of vaulted cellars, lay at a lower level towards
Friars and, according to their custom, was known the north-west, access between the two parts
as an oratory' or 'hospice.' In that year being maintained by a newel-stair, still tracePope Sixtus IV ordered, by request, that it . able. At the lower level there was probably a
should rank as a convent, with power to erect a water-gate. The upper buildings, less fragcloister and the appropriate buildings." This mentary but entirely ruinous, show four main
departure does not seem to have been a success: periods of construction. The earliest work is
in 1519 the place is spoken of as " in ruin" and to be found in the three most southerly of the
was incorporated in the establishment of the vaulted cellars in the eastern range. These have
Friars Preachers at St. Andrews, two elderly undergone a certain amount of alteration and
friars being left in residence to carryon the afford no definite indication of date. In the
necessary services. 6 The church was burned by second period, about the early 16th century, the
the English in 1544: "To the present day the block was extended northward and terminated
open space between the groined stone roof of at the north-east angle in a circular tower, with
the choir and the timber roof is called the brunt an entrance gate, facing north, in its western
laft."? In 1649, St. Monans was, by Act of side. Only on the ground floor, however, is
Parliament, disjoined from the parish of it possible to identify any work of this period
Kilconquhar and united to the parish of Aber- apart from the tower, since in the third period,
crombie "the place of meitting for publict which can be tentatively described as the later
worship to be the kirk of St. Monance to be 16th century, a new house, extending northcallit in all tyme coming the kirk of Abir- ward from the southern cellars to the wall of the
crombie." 8 (Cf. No. 484). The condition as to tower and having a stair-tower towards the
the name, however, was disregarded. In 1772 courtyard, was built on the old second-period
the church was in a ruinous condition and ground floor. Late in the 16th century the
t
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cellarage was altered, while it is apparently to
this later period that the buildings at the
southern end of the courtyard, as well as those
on the lower level, ought to be assigned . In
the fourth period, which can be set down as the
later 17th century, a storey was added to the
16th-century house, and the voids, wall-head,
and gables were embellished with contemporary
moulded work. An upper storey was also added
to the tower, and the courtyard was divided by

[ST. MONANS.

gable lit by two side windows. An arched
recess in the west wall may have been for a
bucket. The original entrance to this room is
obscured by a 17th-century doorpiece at the
foot of a turnpike, which gave access to the
floors above. These upper floors are now
fragmentary, but they contain evidence of late
17th-centuqT alterations.
DOVECOT.- A circular dovecot of the 16th
century stands on the cliff 100 yards east of the
REMAIN5 OF
BUILDINGS
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FIG. 429.-Newark Castle (No. 486).

a cross wall which runs northward along the
western cliff to meet the main outer wall.
The entrance has been in the screen wall set
astride the neck of the promontory on the north.
A horizontal gun-loop exists in the surviving
east side and there are similar gun-loops spread
over the three lower floors of the round tower,
which is five storeys in height. The 17thcentury top storey is offset and has a moulded
eaves-course. The 16th-century house immediately behind the tower was originally three
storeys high, and the 17th-century heightening
is clearly indicated on the north gable, which
was then given its present curvilinear finish.
The ground floor was the kitchen, a vaulted
chamber with a fine arched fireplace in the north
265

castle. It measures 14! feet in diameter within
walls 3 feet 8 inches in thickness. There have
been one string-course and one offset course.
The nests have been partly removed. The
stone roof is apparently of later date.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-During the 16th century
these lands belonged to the Sandilands of
Cruivie (d. No. 407), having been acquired,
along with Cruivie, by the marriage of a
Sandilands of Calder with the heiress of their
predecessors, the Kinlochs.
In 1545 the
superior, the Prior of Pittenweem, granted to
James Sandilands of Cruivie "certain acres
belonging to our manor, commonly called the
Newark of St. Monans."l The name was
apparently derived from the "new-wark" o,r
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new building of the castle in its second period,
as defined in the description. In 1645 Sir James
Sandilands of St. Monans, afterwards Lord
Abercrombie, was served heir to his grandfather in these lands "with the' tower and
fortalice of St. Monance called the New-wark."2
Four years later the property was purchased by
General Sir David Leslie,3 who in 1661 was
created Lord Newark and died in 1682.
1 Wood's East Neuk oj FiJe, p. 234. 2 Inquis .
Spec., FiJe, No. 693. 3 Diary oj John Lamont
oj Newton (Maitland Club), p. II.
xxx N.W. 22 July 1927.

[SALINE.

built at different times. The date of the S. or
newest part, which consisted chiefly of one
large room, all arched and very high, was 1592.
That of the other, which probably was a cell or
hermitage, is unknown. The estate on which it
stands is said to have belonged formerly to one
Scot of Balneiry."2 (?" Balueiry "=Balweary).
1 Reg. Sec. Sig., ii, No. 3652. 2 Vol. x (1794),
p·3 12 .
xxxiii S.W. 22 June 1928.
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.
488. Fort, Cowstrandburn.-This fort lies, at
an elevation of 350 feet above sea-level, on the
west side of the public road from Saline to

SALINE.
SECULAR BUILDING.
487. Killernie Castle.-The remains of this
building stand at the western edge of a small
plateau, backed by rising ground, about half a
mile east of Saline village. Although the
structure is mainly represented by foundations,
sufficient is left to indicate that it has been a
tower of the late 16th century, oblong on plan
but having circular towers projecting from the
north-western and south-eastern angles. The
main block has measured 41 feet 10 inches from
east to west by 21 feet 6 inches from north to
south, and the walls have been from 3 feet to
3 feet 3 inches in thickness. The western tower
is ruinous, standing only to the height of the
vault which covers its ground floor. It has a
diameter of 10 feet 7 inches . externally, and
there are three oval gun-loops in the walls.
The eastern tower, 12 feet 7 inches in external
diameter, has contained a turnpike. Its wall
is very incomplete, but at one point is still
standing 15 feet high. Only the three lowest
steps of the stair r emain. This tower also has
had gun-loops. On the south side of the Castle
there appears to have been an enclosure,
heavily revetted on the western side, where the
ground falls.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In 1540 Killernie was
among the lands held on lease by Sir James
Colville of East Wemyss but forfeited by him
and conferred on Robert Dury of that ilk.1
According to the Statistical Account the" tower
... consisted of two parts, called the N. and S.
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FIG. 430.-Fort. Cowstrandburn (No. 488).

Dunfermline, and about 200 yards west of the
houses at Golden Grove. The site is flat and
marshy, and the position cannot have been
naturally strong, unless, as seems probable, it
was at one time surrounded by water. The fort
has been roughly circular on plan, but has been
partly destroyed on the south segment by the
construction of a road. In effect it is simply a
low natural plateau enclosed by two ditches.
For the greater part of their circumference the
line of the ditches can be determined only by
the growth of rushes. They are approximately
32 feet apart on the east and west, 48 feet at
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the north, and 23 feet at the north-east. The
inner one measures 9 feet wide on the west,
contracts to 6j feet at the north, and fades away
to the east; at the north side of the entrance
it expands to 12 feet wide. The other one varies
from 8 to 12 feet across. The entrance, which
runs obliquely in a north-easterly direction, is
on the west side. It measures 26 feet in width
where it crosses the outer ditch and 20 feet in
wicfth at the inner ditch. The construction is
briefly referred to in the Statistical Account, x
(1794), p. 312, footnote.
xxxiii S.W. 16 May 1925.

STANDING STONE.
489. Standing Stone, Bandrum.-On the crest
of rising ground, at an elevation of 700 feet
above sea-level, at the end of a dike near
to the extreme east end of Saline golf course
and about a quarter of a mile due west of
Bandrum farm-house, stands a huge whinstone
boulder of irregular form. It measures 7 feet
10 inches in h eight to the highest point of . a
somewhat rounded top, and has a slight inclination towards the west. Its girth at the base is
13 feet 7 inches, and at the middle 14 feet 10
inches. The broadest faces are to the north
and south. As it is placed at the dividing wall
between two farms on different estates, it may
be intended simply as a march or boundary
stone. At a distance of 162 feet due west, however, there is another large boulder measuring
3 feet 10 inches in height and approximately
10 feet in circumference at the middle, set with
a marked inclination to the east and built into
a continuation of the same dike. The two
together suggest the remains of a stone circle,
the rest of which has been swept away by the
cultivation of the neighbouring fields. There is,
however, no record of other stones having been
removed.
xxxiii S.W. 16 May 1925.
SITE.
490. Kirkland Tower.-Cf. Statistical Account,
x, p. 312, footnote .
xxxiii S.W. (unnoted).

SCOONIE.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
491. Scoonie Church (Remains of).-The
structure thus . indicated on the Ordnance
Survey map stands at the western end of the
churchyard and is now used as a burial enclosure.
It appears to be the remains of the formfr
'"
Session House.
.~

TOMBSTONES.-On the south side of the
above is a recumbent stone commemorating Thomas Gourlay (d. 1641), his parents
Thomas Gourlay and Margaret Stuart, and his
"childring." At the top are the initials T.G.
in monogram and a representation of a skeleton,
and at the foot a cartouche bearing the impaled
arms of the parents and flanked by their
initials. The arms are parted per pale: dexter,
three martlets, for Gourlay; sinister, a fess
cheeky, surmounted by a lion rampant, for
Stewart of Blackhall.
xxix N .W. 10 August 192].
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
( 49-;:' Aithernie Cast1e.-~The castle is reduced
tQ ~gment of rubble building; 1~ miles north
of Leven, in a field on the east side of Aithernie
Den, which was under crop at date of visit.
In the first half of the 17th century the place
belonged to the Rigs,l a branch of the family
at Carberry, Midlothian. 2

Spec., Fife (1644), No. 674.
1 Inquis.
Wood's East Neuk of Fife, p. 40. Cf.
Inventory, Midlothian, No. II7.

2

xx S.E. 10 August 1927.
493. No. 36 High Street, Leven.-This house
faces the main street and is a two-storeyed
building, L-shaped on plan. The lower part
has been modernised, but the upper remains
unaltered. The gables are crow-stepped and
have scrolled skew-puts. The entrance has been
in the east wall and is now built up. It lay
beneath a four-centre arched hood enclosing a
tympanum inscribed I'P A T I R P'I 5.1681.
xxix N.W". (unnoted). 8 June 1927.
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a stem-line. The characters, though rudely cut,
are well marked, but not separat ed from each
other by spaces, or divided into groups which
might seem to represent words. Hence the
reading is doubtful, though the marks are clear.
There may be eight or t en characters, but with
so small a number of letters, which are themselves indeterminable with certainty, it is
manifestly impossible to extract an intelligible
result from the inscription."l
1 Anderson's Scotland in Ea1'lyChristian Times
(2nd Ser.), pp. 201-2; Cf. also Proc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., vol. vi, Pt. ii (1864-66), p. 401 and vol.
xviii (1883-4)' pp. 183-5; Early Christian M onuments, p. 347; Stuart's Sculptured Stones of
Scotland, ii, pI. 12.

STANDING STONE. ·

494 Standing Stone, near Durie House.-On
e orth side of Durie House the ground rises
in a steady incline towards the farm-house of
Balgrummo, and about midway, at an elevation
of slightly over 200 feet above sea-level and
about 500 yards south-east of Balgrummo
farm-house. is a standing stone, set up with its
major axis north-north-west and south-southeast. It is a slab of red sandstone, which rises
to a height of 4 feet 5 inches above ground,
tapers in thickness from lot inches at base to
4 inches at the slightly rounded top. and shows
a variation in girth of from 5i feet at base to
4 feet at top. It is unsculptured and shows no
apparent evidence of having been packed at the
base.
xx S.E. 18 August 1925.

496.

Sundial, Leven.-In 1889 workmen
demolishing a wall in the town came upon some
carved stones, which proved to be portions of a
shaft, bearing dials. This was believed to be
the shaft of the old town cross, which had been
removed in 1767 and lost sight of. On this
inference the feature was conjecturally restored
as a whole and now stands within the grounds
of the Greig Institute. Cf. Official Guide to
Leven and Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxiv (1889-90),
pp. 200-1.
xxix N.W. 8 June 1927.

MISCELLANEO US.

495. Symbol Slab.-This stone was originally
found in the old parish churchyard of Scoonie,
about a quarter of a mile to the north of the
Burgh of Leven, but is now preserved in the
National Museum of Antiquities in Edinburgh,
having been gifted to the Society of Antiquaries
by the Heritors and Kirk-Session of Scoonie in
April 1866. It is an upright cross-slab of sandstone of nearly rectangular form, measuring
3 feet 6 inches by 2 feet 4 inches by 4 inches,
and is sculptured on its two broad faces. ~'On
the obverse it bears the figure of the cross, of
the Celtic form, hollowed into semicircles at the
intersections of the arms with the shaft and
summit. The cross, which extends the whole
length of the stone, is ornamented with interlaced work and fretwork, now partially defaced.
The stone is broken at the top, and the upper
part of the figure of a beast with a scroll-like
ending is broken away. On the reverse of the
stone are figure-subjects and a symbolic subject.
The upper part shows the symbolic beast with
the long jaws and scroll-like feet. Below it is
the chase of a stag, very spiritedly rendered.
The wounded animal, with head thrown back,
and a javelin sticking in its side, is followed by
two dogs and three horsemen. Down the edge
of the stone, and crossing the muzzle and the
forefoot of the stag, is incised an inscription,
the strokes or digits of which are arranged upon

[SCOONIE.

SITE.

497. Tumulus, near Aithernie Den.-There is
no existing indication of a tumulus at this site,
which lies at an elevation of 250 feet above sealevel, at a distance of nearly 500 yards almost
due east of Balgrummo farm-house and at the
north-east extremity of a small wooded area
abutting on the roadway. It is recorded in the
New Stat. Acct.1 that the mound was opened
about the year 1821 to obtain moulding-sand
for a foundry in the neighbourhood, and that
it was found to contain about twenty stone
coffins. The description is as follows: "The·
base of this tumulus was about 40 yards square,
and laid with a coating of clay; and the
cistvaens or coffins were constructed of rude
slabs, placed on edge with a covering stone, and
cemented with clay puddle. Above the coffins
was a cairn of small stones, about three feet in
depth, and over this was spread a composition
of clay and sand, so hard that it required the
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aid of a pick-axe to penetrate it. In two of the
coffins, near the end, was placed a small urn
made of clay and rudely ornamented, and about
six inches in diameter and the same in depth.
These urns contained a blackish substance,
which was covered with oak-bark; but the
bark immediately mouldered down, upon being
exposed to the atmosphere. Five of the coffins
contained each a larger urn of similar materials,
about I4 inches in diameter and 24 in depth.
These were placed with their mouths inverted
upon a square stone, and were filled with
calcined bones. In one coffin, smaller than the
rest, were found a quantity of beads made of
charred wood, and about half an inch in length.
All the coffins, except the five which held the
larger urns, contained human bones; but a
much greater quantity of these relics of
mortality were scattered about the cemetery,
and were protected only by the dry stones
which formed the cairn."
1 ix, p. 268.
xx S.E. I8 August I925.

STRATHMIGLO.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
498. Corston Tower.-The shell of this I6thcentury tower survives in a field on the right
bank of the River Eden and less than half a
mile south-west of Strathmiglo station. The
east wall is still standing to the height of the
third-floor windows, but the remains of the
other walls are inconsiderable. The masonry
is of rubble with ashlar dressings. On plan the
building has been oblong, measuring externally
26! feet from north to south by 2I feet IO inches
from east to west. At the south-west angle is a
rounded projection, which may represent the
lower part of a turnpike. The entrance, one
jamb of which has at some time been renewed,
opens directly into the ground floor-a cellar,
originally vaulted and with an oval gun-loop
facing east. On the first floor tbere was also
a single chamber lit from south and east and
having its fireplace in the north wall. On the
second floor a garderobe occupies the northeast angle. On the third floor the only detail

[STRATHMIGLO.

that has survived is part of a window looking
north.
~
V ~<,.\
DOVECOT.-Some 20 yards to the north-east
of the tower is a fragment of a rectangular
dovecot.
HISTORICAL NOTE. - The lands of Corston
were occupied by Ramsays during the I6th
century, in I540 "with the manor-place," in
I58I /2 " with the tower, cottages, &c."-Reg.
Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 2I84; No. 327.
xii S.W. 5 june I928.
499) ovecot, Ba1canquhal.-This is a recta gular dovecot of the I7th century, measuring
~.It feet by I3 feet 2 inches externally. It is
now roofless.
xi S.E. (unnoted). 5 June I928.

£--

DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.

50~Fort, near Wester Pitlour.- The farm of
Wester Pitlour is situated at an elevation of
350 feet above sea-level, and for a distance of
about 600 yards to the north-west of it the
ground rises steadily to the rocky crest of a
wooded area at the 600 feet contour. H ere
may be traced, though with difficulty, the
outline of a spmewhat pear-shaped fort known
locally as "The Roman Camp." Owing to a
dense growth of nettles and brushwood it is
quite impossible to secure measurements or to
give a detailed description. The situation is a
commanding one, being protected on three sides
by a deep gully and accessible only from' the
north-east. On the south-west side of the hill
there were formerly a considerable number of
artificially constructed terraces, but these were
destroyed over a century ago. Cf. Small's
Interesting Roman Antiqudies in Fife, pp. 59,
I87·
xii S.W. I I June I925.
CAIRNS.
501. Cairn, West Lomond.-This large cairn,
w'
ies on the crest of the West Lomond, at
a height of I7I2 feet above sea-level, overlooks
an extensive stretch of what is now highly
cultivated country. Various attempts to explore
it have been made, but so far the particular
class to which it should be assigned remains

26 9

(~

v..J. 4-

STRATHMIGLO.]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION.

[STRATHMIGLO.

doubtful. As a result of these unsuccessful rounding level. It stands with its major axis
efforts, however, it has been much scattered, north and south and has a slight in<;:lination
and its original overground characteristics have towards the east. ~Near the top, on the south
been destroyed or obliterated. In its present face, are two slight cracks which have become
condition it rises to a height of approximately weathered in such a way as to give the sugges10 feet, while the over-all dimensions are 88 feet tion of a simple incised cross,- The girth at
from north to south and 96 feet from east to . base is 9 feet. The stone is believed to have
west. Small, writing in 1822, says that the . formed part of a circle. The Rev. Andrew
cairn "includes a space of 360 feet round the Small speaks of it as the "only one stone
circle of stones, about two feet thick at the now remaining, out of ten of which it formerly
extremity,- placed in such a way as not to consisted."1 The site of th e cairn is marked on
spread out or scatter-resembling a sunk fence, the 6-inch map immediately to the north of the
and thickening and accumulating along to the st anding stone, but no remains of it are now
centre of the top, where they appear to be visible. Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xl (190S-6),
betwixt 20 and 30 feet thick."1
pp. 29S-6.
The construction is not marked on the O.S.
1 I nteres'tng
t'
R
A tn''tqu't't'teS t·n
. F;r
oman
'tje, p.
map as an antiquity. .
43.
1 Interesting
Roman Antiquities in Fife,
p.l06.
04. Standing Stones, Cowiefauld.-The field
xix N.W. I I June 1925.
in
lch this monument formerly stood is
Tumulus, near Gateside.-About half a marked" Bridge Park" on the Wellfield House
mile to the east of the Standing Stone (No. S03), plan. J:he site, which is 300 feet above seaon the south side of the railway and immediately level and about 400 yards north-east of Gateopposite to Wellfield Lodge, is a tumulus which side House on the north side of the roadway,
has a diameter of about S3 feet and an approxi- has been under cultivation for many years, and
mate height of some 8 or 9 feet. It is situated the stones have long ago been remove<;l and
300 feet above sea-level. Lying near its summit destroyed. Small says that three of the shorter
are two large blocks of sandstone, one of which, ones were utilised as gate-posts in neighbouring
measuring 3t feet by 3i feet and It feet in fields. Ir One early notice of the construction
thickness, is said to have been removed from reads: ' --on the lands of Craigfod ... a vast
the top of the mound, when human bones were cairn of stones had been reared; several stones
found beneath it. The second block, which is of large dimensions were placed on their ends,
of a long, tapering pillar-shape, and measures and from thence called the Standing Stones;
7 feet 2 inches in length by I foot 8 inches in these were lately taken out and below them were,}
width at the base, is said to have stood formerly found ashes, and the fragments of Urns, &C,:"1
outside the mound, towards the south. The Stone coffins and bones have been discovered
tumulus appears to consist largely of stones, in the adjoining field known as Freeland Road
but it is now overgrown. Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Park.
Scot., xl (190S-6), p. 29S.
1 Interesting
Roman Antiquities in Fife,
xii S.W. 10 June 1925.
footnote p. 47, and pp. SO-I.
xi S:E. 10 June 1925.
CAIRNS WITH STANDING STONES.
MISCELLANEOUS.
503. Standing Stone and Site. of Cairn, near
Ga eside.-About 300 yards to the north-east
505. Court Knowe, Gornogrove.-This inof Easter Nether Urquhart and 600 yards to the t resting mound appears to be entirely artificial.
east of Gateside Station, at an elevation between It lies 2S0 feet above sea-level, on the crest of a
the 300 and 3So feet contours, is an irregularly slope which rises gradually on the north of the
shaped block of sandstone, the highest point of public road between Strathmiglo and Gateside,
which rises S feet 2 inches above the sur- and on the east side of the march-wall between
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the estates of Wellfield and Pitlour about 200
yards due east of the farm of Gornogrove. It is
circular, being 141 feet in diameter and approximately 13 feet high, and has been slightly
excavated on the top where now there is a
hollow. A well-defined bank, 3t feet in height,
rises sharply about midway down its south and
south-east sides. The mound is planted with
young trees and, at the time of the visit, it was
covered with a heavy growth. The ruins of
Corston Tower (No. 498) are situated about 600
yards to the south-east.
The mound is clearly a mote-hill, the site of a
castle prece<:iing the adjacent tower. The
banking on the sides and the depression on the
summit are normal features in such constructions.
xii S.W. 9 June 192 5.

~ Earthworks,

West Lomond.-About a

m~the south-west of the cairn, No. 501, and
on the face of the steep scarp overlooking the
burn from the east, there are, at intervals round
the face of the hill, two lines of earthwork
averaging 4 feet in height. The narrow ditches,
caused by the earth being thrown up to form
these lines, run almost parallel to each other.
xviii N.E. I I June 1925.

and Isa Robertson. 1 On another house a lintel
stone bears the initials W.S. and the date 1668.
1 Information from present occupant.
xii S.W. 5 June 1928.
SITES.

( 510; Cairns, Wellfield.-(I) This site lies, 250
feet above sea-level, about 100 yards south-west
of the mansion of Wellfield and on the north
side of the public road from Strathmiglo to
Gateside. The cairn itself was removed many
years ago, but a plan of the estate, dated r884, /2. ~v). lis preserved at the house, and the monument is
there shown as of oval form, and with its major
axis north-west and south-east, the over-all
dimensions being approximately 160 by 100
feet. A large number of urns were discovered
jn it, and some stone coffins a little to the south.
(2) Another cairn, ig which, according to the
O.S. map, two stone cists were discovered in
1825, but of which no traces now remain, lay
immediately west of the Lodge about 200 yards
distant from Cairn (I) in a south-south-east 12. ~ IN . S
direction.
xii S.W. 10 June 1925.

507. Mural . Monument in Churchyard.Against the east wall of the old churchyard in
Strathmiglo stands the Renaissance monument
of FRANCISCVS MORAY and his wife IOANA
BALCANQVAL, which is dated 1646. In the lower
part are two panels, formerly inscribed but now
illegible, flanking the Moray arms: Within ' a
double tressure flory-counter-flory, three stars.
The Moray stars are also shown on the frieze.
xii S.W. 5 June 1928 .
508 . Inscribed Pediment.- Built into the
south wall above the window of the vestry at
Strathmiglo Parish Church is a pediment, with
scrolled rakes, bearing the inscription: IESVS I

I

I

CHRISTVS IS THE DOORE AND HE THAT ENTERES
IN BE HIM SHAL BE SAVED JOHN 10 9 16

I

I

[STRATHMIGLO.

47.

xii S.W. ro June 1925.
509. Inscribed Lintels, Strathmiglo.-On a
lintel built into a house in the High Street is the
inscription P.B.I.R. 1612, for Peter Bontrone
27 1

~ Cairn, Bannety.- Small records "a
large cairn, erected upon the march betwixt
... two lands, straight east from the farmsteading of Bonnety, which stood till about
these twenty years back." Cf. Small's Interesting Roman Antiquities in Fife (1823), p. 34.
xviii N.E. (u'nnoted).

~ Cairn, Easter Gospetry.- The site of
atibtner cairn is recorded by the same writer
(Small) as "still remaining on the east side of
the farm of Easter Gospetrie, a little to the
eastward of a dark fir planting."-Ibid., p. 37.
xviii N.E. (unnoted).
.--.

513. Cairn, Wester Nether Urquhart.- Small,
records also" another cairn that remained, till
of late, upon the west side of the western farm
of Nether Orquharts."-Ibid., p. 37.
xi S.E. (unnoted). ·
514. Cairn, Carmore.-The fields her e are
highly cultivated, and no vestige of the cairn

STRATHMIGLO.]
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can be traced. The 6-inch map shows the site
at an elevation of 500 feet above sea-level.
Small records 1 that a number of large black
beads, similar to those found at Nether Pitlochie (No. 517), were recovered here.
1 Small's Interesting Roman A ntiquities in
Fife, p. 180.
xi S.E. 10 June 1925.
\ SIS. Cairn, East from Westfield.-The situatioIl-of this cairn is described as " a little east
from the house of Westfield" and about half a
mile westward from Nether Pitlochie.-Ibid.;
p.82.
xi S.E. (unnoted) .

520. St. Martin's Church.

xii S.W.
52!. Cairneyflappet Castle.
xii S.W.

xii S.W.

TORRYBURN.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

@.

Tumulus, near Corrinzion.-The site of
tHiuumulus lies in what is known as Craigsfauld Field, at an elevation of slightly over 400
feet above sea-level. The park is under cultivation, and, apart from a large sandy knoll of
considerable size and of no special character,
there are now no indications of a tumulus.
II

The O.S. map records sites as under : -

522. Cash Tower.

I

xi S.E.

[TORRYBURN.

June 1925.

5~ Cairn, Nether Pitlochie.-The ground in
til
'cinity of this site, which lies at an elevation of 300 feet above sea-level, is highly
cultivated, and all traces of the cairn have been
removed. At the time of its destruction a
number of black and amber beads were found.
-Ibid., pp. 82, 180.
xi S.E. 10 June 1925.
18. Tumulus near Corston Mill. - This
tUJ'ffi:'llus, which stood about 500 yards southwest of Corston Mill, on the south side of the
railway, has been completely destroyed.

xii S.W. 10 June 1925.
519. Standing Stone.- " There was a tall
up ight stone which stood till about twenty
years ago ... on the lands of General Balfour."
The site, according to Small's map, lay about
500 or 600 yards to the south-west of Wellfield
House.-Cf. Small's Interesting Roman Antiquities in Fife, p. 83.

xii S.W. (unnoted).
27 2

523. Church, Craigflower Estate, Torryburn.This ruin, situated on an eminence overlooking
Torry Bay, about midway between Torryburn
and Crombie Point, was the parish church of
Crombie before the parishes of Crombie and
Torry were united in the parish of Torryburn
at some date prior to 16231; it is now the burialplace of the farrilly of Colville of Ochiltree.
Oblong on plan, it measures 46 feet in length
and 14l feet in breadth internally, The east
gable, 2 feet 10 inches in thickness, rises to a
height of 9 feet and contains the remains of
triple lancet-windows which suggest a 13thcentury date. Beneath the southern light a
small aumbry has been inserted. The west
gable rises higher but is overgrown with ivy.
The north wall, in which is the present entrance,
has been rebuilt for its entire length, as a dike,
on the old foundations. The south wall is
partially rebuilt, and on its inner face can be
seen two openings, now filled in, of which that
slightly to the east of the middle has probably
been a door.
ARMORIAL PANEL.-Inserted on the inside of
the south wall of the church-near the east end,
is a stone, probably part of a triangular pediment, bearing a shield parted per pale: dexter,
a fess checky between two crosses moline, all
within a bordure engrailed; sinister, a fess
checky, in chief a mullet and the base undy,
all within a bordure engrailed. Above the
shield are the initials R.C. and M.L. for Robert
Colville of Cleish and Margaret Lindsay 0
Dowhill.

TORRYBURN. J
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TOMBSTONES.-(I) A slab, 6t feet long, 3 feet
I inch wide and 6 inches thick, is now lying
against the inside of the west gable. Round the
margin is the inscription: HEI[R LYESJ DOCT lOR
[DAVJID . PHILP' LAIRD' OF . KIPPO' / MEDICINER /
WHO' DEC SIT . (sic)· THE ' 6· OF ' IANAVAR (sic), and
in the upper part of the space thus enclosed the
continuation, 1640 / AND' OF / HIS AGE / 71 ZEIR.
In the middle are the initials D. /D.P. outside a
shield, which bears an upturned hand holding
in the palm a stemmed medicine-vessel, in chief
three pills, all symbolical of the deceased's
profession.
(2) A portion of a slab lies on the inner sill of
the northmost light of the east window. It has
a rebated margin, and on the face is cut in low
relief the head of a cross, probably of I4thcentury date. Within a circle, eight arms radiate
from the centre and pass under a small ring to
terminate in cinquefoiled ends, which touch a
second and larger ring. The stone appears to
have narrowed towards the foot.
(3) A large grave-stone, measuring 6t feet
long by 3~ feet broad, broken at one corner and
fractured at another, lies against the east gable
inside the church. It is probably a 17th-century
slab, but the date, with much of the Latin
inscription with which it has been completely
covered, is now illegible. The inscription
appears to commemorate the excellencies of
a Robert Colvin or Colville.
Stat. Acct., viii, p. 448.
xxxviii S.W. 30 March 1928.

[TORRYBURN.

stair, supported on a corbelling of three courses.
The masonry is of rubble, and the structure is
now reduced in height to one storey, in the
length of which are two intercommunicating
barrel-vaulted cellars. Of these one measures
30 feet 4 inches by 17 feet 2 inches, and the
other 15 feet by 12 feet 10 inches. Doors and
windows are all blocked up. From the eastern
corner of the smaller apartment a door has
opened into a mural passage, which probably
led to the stair.
ARMORIAL PANEL.-Lying beside the effigies
is an armorial panel measuring, outside the
moulded margin, I foot 10 inches in length and
I foot 41 inches in width. In the field, above
the letters A.M.C., is a shield surmounted by a
helmet with mantling and a label. The shield
bears: A strawberry runner (?) with two shoots
on either side, each tipped with a fraise, between a sun in its splendour and a crescentdecrescent in the flanks.
xxxviii S.W. (unnoted). 30 March 1928.
525. Dovecot, Drumfin.-This dovecot probably dates from the end of the 18th century.
It is circular on plan with an external diameter
of 16 feet, and on the walls are one string-course
and a moulded eaves-course. There is an
entrance for the birds above the doorway, and
a second in the roof, which has been re-slated.
The nests have been of wood. The potence is
complete.
xxxviii N.W. 7 November 1929.

SECULAR BUILDINGS.
STANDING STONE.
524. Ruin, "The Witches' Tower, " Craigflower Estate, Torryburn.-In the gardens of
Craigflower Estate, about a quarter of a mile
south of the church (No. 523), the relic of a
house, probably dating from the 17th century,
now forms part of the gardener's outhouses.
It is locally known as" The Witches' Tower," a
name presumably given to it from the fragmentary female effigies, * called" The Witches,"
that have been collected and placed on its roof,
which at one time was laid out as a garden.
The building, oblong on plan, measures 541
feet in length by 221 feet in width, and has on
the north-eastern face a projecting half-round

* These were made less than a century ago by a
local stonemason.
18
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526. Cup-marked Standing Stone and Boulders,
Torryburn. - The site of the cup - marked
standing stone (Fig. 22) is a plateau, 150 feet
above sea-level, in a field on Torrie Estate about
half a mile to the north-east of the village of
Torryburn, and on the north side of the drive
to Torrie House. At a distance of 60 feet from
it are three huge boulders, and the four are
said to be the remains of a circle, although that
idea is not borne out by their present disposition.
The cup-marked stone rises to a height
of 8 feet above the ground and has its narrow
faces to the north-east and south-west. It
is of irregular form, narrowing somewhat at
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7 inches from the base, expanding outwards
at4the middle, and contracting again to a
roughly convex top. On the east face the lower
portion is covered with cup-marks" which vary
from It to 5 inches in diameter and from It to
2 inches In depth. At a height of 6 feet from
ground level, in the south-west angle of the
stone, is a cavity 7 inches ill depth, while there
is a similar cavity of like depth opposite to it
on the west face. The stone is also marked on
the east and west faces, as well as on the top
and down the narrow sides, with a series of
perpendicular grooves of varying depth, but all
these channels are due to weathering. Its
measurements are :-north face, I foot 3
inches; south face, I foot 4 inches; east face,
4 feet 4 inches; west face, 4 feet 3 inches;
girth at base, 10 feet 8 inches; at 7 inches up,
8 feet 10 inches; at middle '10 feet 5 inches.
The three other boulders are set in the form
of a triangle immediately to the south of this
cup-marked stone, at intervals of 12, 15, and
16 feet apart. One has evidently fallen from
an upright position and now lies with its major
axis north and south. None of the three shows
any markings. They are of whinstone, while the
cup-marked standing stone is of grey sandstone.
" This place is thought to have been the scene
of a battle in some former period, and these
stones to mark the graves of some of the chiefs,
who had fallen in the engagement ... the name
which it still bears, Tollzies,-is evidently a
corruption of the Scotch word Tulzie, which
signifies a fight. "-Stat. Acct., viii (1793), p. 454.
xxxviii N.W. (" Tuilyies "). 16 May 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.
527. Armorial and Inscribed Pediments, Craigflower Estate, Torryburn.-Two triangular pediments, broken in places, have been erected
back-to-back over the entrance to the rosegarden south-west of the church. . In the
tympanum of the outer pediment, between the
initials M.H., is a shield blazoned: On a fess
three cinquefoils and a star or mullet in base,
for Heriot. The other pediment, which faces
the garden, bears below a star or mullet the
inscription: AMENT ME MVLTI TIMEANT TE.
(" May many love me, fear thee.")
xxxviii S.W. 30 March 1928.

[TULLIALLAN.

TULLIALLAN.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.
528. Old Parish Church, Tulliallan.-This
church (Fig. 433) stands in its churchyard,
roofless and decaying, less than half a mile
north of the Market Cross of Kincardine and
about 250 yards west of the modern mansion
of Tulliallan Castle. It was built in 1675, and
was in use till about 1825 when a new church
was erected. 1 It is rectangular with a transeptal
aisle on the north and a square tower at the
west end . The main structure is 67 feet long
and 26 feet 8 inches broad over walls. The aisle,
which is 26 feet 4 inches wide, projects 20!- feet,
while the tower, II! feet wide, projects 8 feet
8 inch~s. The side walls, 18 feet high, are 2 feet
7 inches thick and have a cavett a at the eaves.
The gables are 3 feet I inch thick and are
finished with a moulded tabling. The masonry
is of random rubble with rusticated quoins at
each corner.
The west doorway, which passes through the
tower, has been treated in the classic Renaissance style of the period, having rusticated
stonework, a semicircular head, pilasters at
either side, and a cornice. Above is a panelspace flanked with small pilasters and scrolls, and
surmounted by a triangular pediment bearing
in the tympanum the date 1675. A staple fixed
in the pilaster on the north side has probably
been for 'jougs.' The tower itself, which is
flanked at .ground-floor level by two liJJ}-elled
windows in the west gable of the church, each
3t feet high and 2 feet 2 inches wide, has two
storeys and a bell-chamber, and is finished with
a concave pyramidal slated roof. The entrance
passage has, on either side, a recess with a small
built-up opening which may have been a
window. There is a round-headed window in
each of the three open sides at first-floor level,
and a larger one in each wall of the bell-chamber.
The sill-course of the bell-chamber windows
continues all round as a string, and there is a
higher string linking ' the windows together at
the level of the springers. A cornice is carried
round under the eaves.
The south wall contains four regularly spaced
round-headed two-light windows, 4 feet 7
inches wide. Only the central two have transoms, as the outer windows, being placed above
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doors 7 feet in height, have their sills at a higher
level. These two doors are original, and their
jambs and lintels are double-chamfered with
backset margins, as are those of the windows.
A third doorway, under the second mullioned
window from the east, is of a later time, as is
also a window towards the east end.
A pointed bar-tracery window, 8t feet wide
with two mullions and with transoms only
in the side lights, r emains complete in the
east gable, while a similar window, 6t feet
wide, survives in the aisle gable, but has lost
its tracery. There is a door in the north-west
corner of the aisle, while there is another, 6 feet
high and 3 feet wide in its east wall at a level to
give entrance to a gallery. A door in the north
wall of the main structure, beside which is a
small inserted window, has led to a gallery in
the west end of the church, which in turn communicated with the upper storeys of the tower.
In both cases the forestairs have disappeared.
There has been a similar gallery in the eastern
part, but this has no door from the outside.
The rear arches of the round-headed windows
are segmental, but those of the pointed windows
are round.
PULPIT.-The old pulpit is preserved in the
morthouse at the churchyard entrance. It is
made of oak, 3t feet in height from base to
cornice. Its semicircular front, 2t feet in
diameter, has moulded panels b etween pilasters,
and the door is similarly treated.
1 Stat. Acct., xi, p. 556.
Erskine Beveridge,
Culrass and Tulliallan, ii, p. 317.
xxxvii N.W. 25 April 1925 .
SECULAR BUILDING.
529. Tulliallan Castle.-This castle (Fig. 437)
is situated on the left bank of the River Forth,
half a mile north-east of the river and threequarters of a mile north-west of Kincardine.
Although a ruin, it is of special interest, as it
has features of arrangement and detail unique
in Scottish architecture. In places the site is
marshy and unsuitable for heavy building, but
in the north-east corner there is an outcrop of
rock, nowhere rising higher than 10 feet, and on
this the ca's tle is erected. It stands within an
enclosure, roughly D-shaped and girt with a
broad ditch having a rampart outside of it, the
chOrd of the arc being on the north.
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OUTWORKS.- Only here and there is the rampart traceable, and the western end of the
straight part of the ditch is now difficult to
distinguish. The enclosure is entered from the
south. The present entrance i ~ possibly modern
and has apparently replaced an original en·t rance,
the position of which is probably marked by a
small re-eliltrant in the arc, 50 yards farther
west. Between this latter point and the northwest angle the ditch is only 13 feet in breadth.
Elsewhere it has an average breadth of 30 feet.
The ground in the north-east corner is uneven
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FIG. 435.-0utworks. T ulliallan Castle (No. 529).

and may conceal the foundations of an outClose at hand, but within the ditch,
is a fragment of masonry, which may perhaps
represent the remains of a conduit or sluice.
THE BUILDING.- The castle is not wholly of
one time, and the date and ext ent of the earliest
work in it are in some doubt. It consists of all
oblong main block, facing south and running
roughly east and west, three-storeyed at one
end and four-storeyed at the other, while two
wings which have obviously been added to it
proj ect from its northern wall in alignment
with the gables. At its south-western angle is
a tower which project s only slightly on the
south, but develops into a semi-octagon on the
west (Fig. 438) . This contains the principal staircase. A semi-hexagon in which there is a service
stair, is placed midway along the western wall,
masking what may once have been the northwest corner. The ground floor of the main
block, with the lower part of the south-west
tower and of the two staircases, is not unlike
14th-century architecture. The genera] plan,
building~
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however, is characteristic of castles erected a
century later, while the upper storeys of the
parts just mentioned, in so far as they are
original, can be definitely ascribed to the 15th
century. The wings are apparently additions,
that on the west being a modification introduced
when the ground floor of the main block was
actually under construction, while that on the
east cannot be much later.
There are two entrances on the south, the
principal one in the south-west tower, and the
other at the east end of the main block. The
former was protected by a portcullis and a
barred door, while a mound in front of it may
be the foundations of a detached structure on
which the outer end of a drawbridge rested
when lowered. No ditch can be traced. The
gateway, however, is rebated to receive the
drawbridge when raised and above is a rainure
for the cable or chain. The entrance at the east
end, which opens directly into what must have
been the old hall, had also a drawbridge, as well
as two doors with bars, while in addition there
seems to have been a movable shutter sliding
in an opening formed in the soffit between the
doors. A third entrance at the north-west
corner gives admission from the west wing, but
was apparently designed to be external as it had
two barred doors. This points clearly to a
change of plan. From the mound in front of the
main entrance a retaining wall runs along the
western side of the castle, to support a terrace
overlooking what was probably the garden.
The masonry is of ashlar, the courses averaging I I inches, and is mainly cubical but with a
certain number of stretchers up to zt and 3 feet
in length. The walls, which are 6 feet thick, are
built with an outer and an inner casing, the
headers on each having a depth of 9 or 10
inches. At the base they have . a batter of zt
degrees, which extends to a height of 9t feet
on the front, but is lower elsewhere.
For the greater part of its length, beginning
from the eastern corner, the fa<;ade presents a
view of two storeys and an attic, the floor of the
attic being just beneath the wall-head. But as
the re-entrant angle formed by the south-west
tower is approached, the wall-head rises and the
attic becomes a third storey. About the middle
of the tower it rises again to form the front of
the cap-house, from which a higher parapet-walk
was reached. There is nothing to show how
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communication between the different levels of
the walk was maintained, but the parapet has
been borne on corbels of slight projection,
double-membered on the tower and single on
the main block except where a circled encorbellment of three members has supported a southeast" round." There are three windows on the
ground floor, all of them original and all once
provided with shutters, which seem to have
been movable and to have been fastened from
within. The two on the west, which are chamfered on jamb and lintel, are only I6t inches
square. But next the eastern door is a larger
one, which lit the original hall and which has
been a narrow but elaborate light in two orders,
the outer with a trefoiled head, the inner now
destroyed. On the first floor, besides a slit in
the wall of the tower, designed to light the
staircase, there are two great windows on the
south with chamfered jambs and lintels. These
have been enlarged, apparently in the 16th or
17th century. Between them is a narrow slit,
which retains its .original form, although the
mural passage which it now lights is of later
construction. To the east of them, and on the
same level as their upper part, are two smaller
windows, both original. Below these are,
respectively, a later window of uncertain date
and a door, formed in the 16th or 17th century,
and approached apparently by some form of
wooden construction of which no trace is now
left. The attic was lit by small windows which
can be seen between the lower corbels and
which must actually have been at its floor level,
a quite abnormal arrangement.
On the west side of the main block there is
only one small window on the ground floor.
This is set between the staircases and is of the
same size and character as the windows at a
corresponding level on the front and elsewhere.
On the first floor is a large window with jambs
and lintel, built in two orders rather elaborately
chamfered and moulded. Beyond the smaller
turret, in the wall of which is a narrow slit to
light the service-stair, the wall-face of the wing
projects farther than the general plane of the
main block. It has already been stated that
the wing was an afterthought, and the masonry
shows that it has subsequently been raised, in
the course of some reconstruction, in order to
increase the height of the upper storey. Beneath
is a modern door, as well as one small window
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of the usual ground-floor type, and above are a
small narrow window and a wide window which
has projected as an oriel.
On the north the upper portion of the walls
of the west wing and of the main block has
disappeared. Towards the junction of the
latter with the east wing, however, part of the
wall-head remains with a few of the corbels of
the parapet, while the east wing itself is nearly
complete. Its uppermost storey is intaken on
the gable, and the skew is crow-stepped. The
gables of the wings contain garderobe shoots,
the eastern one discharging below the present
ground-level, while the outlet for that on the
west is marked by a cutting back of the rock,
although the actual opening is now built up.
On the inner side of the west wing there is one
small square ground-floor window. On the
main block there are three, and above these are
a built-up narrow light with a heavy chamfer
on jamb and lintel, and, at the junction of the
east wing, a square window also chamfered.
In the east wing there are two narrow lights on
the inner side at ground-floor level, with other
two above, now built up, and two similar
openings in the lower part of the gable, one on
the west, the other on the east. The differences
in the character of the masonry here are as
distinctly marked as they are significant. The
lower part on the east is the oldest portion of
the \ving. When it was doubled in width,
perhaps about the beginning of the I7th century,
the material used was a rough uncoursed rubble.
Later still the whole of the upper part was built
in ashlar at one and the same time.
Examination of the east side also reveals the
process of accretion very clearly, three successive stages being obvious. · The oldest masonry,
that of the main block, extends from the southeast corner as far. as a buttress-like projection
which masks the north-east corner as it was
before the wing was added. The corbels for
the original parapet pass above the buttress,
and the line is continued as far as the present
north-east corner by the broken remains of
others, apparently later and designed to support
the parapet of the second period. In the third
period the wing was given an additional storey
and crowned by a crow-stepped cap-house, the
highest part of the whole structure, both of
these being reached by a turnpike which rose
from the first floor. On the main block room
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was left for the parapet-walk by making the
gable which received the roof rest upon the
inner casing of the wall. The eastern windows
are chamfered on jamb and lintel except for
one on the ground floor. This last, which is
original, appears to have had a trefoiled head,
but has been partly built up.
The principal entrance to the castle is that in the
south-west tower. Beyond the foot of the staircase, which is on the left, a door, once provided
with a bar, admits directly to the ground floor of
the main block. This was originally divided into
two chambers of unequal length. The western
one was the longer, measuring as it did 37 by
22 feet. It was ceiled with a double series
of three quadripartite vaults without ridge- or
wall-ribs, the arch-ribs being received on two
central piers, octagonal in section. The western
pier is missing, and the vaulting above has
consequently collapsed. The other pier has been
built up in a stout transverse wall which was
subsequently erected, shutting off one third
of the room from the rest and carrying a heavy
partition on the floor above. The small windows
here have sloping solid breasts and obtusely
pointed rear-arches. In the floor is a circular
well with built sides, while the north-western
corner of the chamber is slightly dished back
for a bucket to stand in.
The eastern chamber was entered from the ·
western one through an archway and was
apparently the original Hall, although the placing
of the Hall on the ground floor is most unusual.
It is almost square and has a double series of
two-ribbed quadripartite vaults, with ridge- and
wall-ribs; the central pier is octagonal and has
a moulded capital and base (Fig. 439), unlike
the surviving pier of the other chamber, which
has no capital. The windows, which look north,
east and south, are more elaborate than the
other windows at this level, and two of them
are or have been provided with seats. The
breasts are stepped and are at a considerable
height from the floor; a 'banker' must have
been used as a lower step to reach them.
What was originally the largest window has
been masked when the east wing was doubled
in ·width. In the north-west corner of the
chamber, a very curious position, is a fireplace,
the only one on the ground floor. It is greatly
destroyed. Projecting jambs of a heavy rollsection bend outwards at the top to support a
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projecting hood, on each side of which is a
moulded lamp-bracket. The back of the fireplace is slightly dished, and the vent is small.
In the north-east corner a door, the lintel of
which is a ' Carnarvon arch,' apparently led to
a garderobe in the original arrangement.
The door just mentioned now leads to the
older portion of the east wing by an angled
lobby, the outer wall of which is the buttress-like
projection spoken of above. Here was the
, pit,' a long narrow cell covered with a pointed
vault, in which there was a hatch; in the gable
is a large garderobe and on each side was a
small window. The single room in the west
wing on this floor was reached from the northwest corner of the western chamber, where there
is a door leading into a small lobby with the
service staircase on the left. It is ceiled with a
very flat pointed barrel-vault and has a garderobe flue in the gable.
It is somewhat anomalous to find that to
reach the first floor from the Hall it should have
been necessary to return through the western
chamber to one or other of the staircases on the
west. That in the south-west tower, a turnpike,
is wide, and the steps with their continuous
chamfered corbels illustrate a Gothic form of
construction. On the first-floor landing is the
portcullis room, a little lobby with provision for
the mechanism of portcullis and drawbridge
and for a seat. Although certainty is no longer
possible, there is some evidence to suggest that
the first floor of the main block originally
formed a single chamber of hall type, lit by the
existing west window, by a similar window in
the gable opposite and by small windows in the
side walls, the fireplace being in the north wall.
Subsequently it was divided into two by the
insertion of a transverse partition, resting upon
the partition wall similarly inserted on the
floor beneath. The chamber thus formed at the
western end is the smaller of the two and
measures 2I by 22 feet. The two windows
that remain were of considerable size to begin
with, and the one to the front has been enlarged,
while both were furnished with seats. In the
centre of the partition is a fireplace of I6thcentury type with moulded capitals, shafts,
and bases. The same wall contains a narrow
straight staircase rising to the attic floor above
the western part of the main block and possibly
also to the lower parapet-walk. The chamber
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beyond the partition measures 371 by 22 feet,
and has in the back wall a fireplace, in the jamb
of which are the remains of a locker, while in
its breast there has been a narrow window now
built ).lp. As has been stated in describing the
exterior, the two small windows high above the
floor are original, and have sloping breasts, but
the others have been enlarged as is shown on
Fig. 437.
At the north-east corner of the room there
seems to have been a garderobe within a mural
recess, but, when the east wing was added, the
back of the recess was cut through to give
admission to it. Still later, when the wing was
raised in height, a new staircase became
necessary and a turnpike was inserted here.
Above this level the floors have disappeared so
that the upper storeys are now inaccessible.
The west wing is even more dilapidated.
A certain amount of repair work has recently
been carried out, but the masses of ivy, which
cover the upper parts, tend to disintegrate the
walls. While the vault of the hall and the floor
above have been made secure, the other vault,
which was equally interesting, has almost
entirely fallen. It is most desirable that steps
should be taken to prevent further damage.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-In I304 Edward I ,was
ordering his sheriff of Clackmannan to strengthen the walls of " Tolyalwyn. "1 The lands of
Tulliallan with the " fortalice " or " forslete of
that ilk" were granted in I4IO by Archibald,
Earl of Douglas to Sir John Edminstone. 2 The
Edminstone line ended in two daughters, and,
in the spring of I485-6, Elizabeth Edminstone,
wife of Patrick Blackadder, exchanged with her
sister certain lands in Banff for the latter's
share of the lands of Tulliallan. 3 Thereafter
the whole lands were conferred upon John
Blackadder, the son,4 and continued with this
family till the beginning of the I7th century;
after I605 they are found in the hands of Sir
George Bruce of Carnock.
In I6I9 five men were under trial for the
incarceration of another in the " pitt of Tullieallane, quhair, throw want of intertenement, he
famischet and deit of hunger."5
1 Bain's Calendar of Docts., ii, No. I5I4.
2 The Douglas Book, Sir William Fraser, II,
pp. 402, 406. 3 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. I644.
4 Ibid., No. I707.
5 Pitcairn's Criminal Trials)
III, p. 479.
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Cf. also Cast. and Dam. Arch., I, p. 550.
xxxvii N.W. 22 April 1925.
530. Dovecot, Blackhall.-In the courtyard
of the Tulliallan estate-buildings at Blackhall is
a late rectangular dovecot with crow-stepped
flanks and a modern slated roof. It measures
22 feet 10 inches in length by 14 feet 2 inches
in breadth, over walls 2 feet thick, while the
height on the north is 24t feet and on the south,
including an eaves-course, I3t feet. The doorway is on the west, and there is a small window
high up in the centre of the south wall. There
is no string-course, and the stone nests have in
some cases been replaced by wooden ones.
xxxvii N.W. 25 April 1925.
MISCELLANEOUS.
53!. Market Cross, Kincardine-on-Forth.-The
market cross (Fig. 307) stands at the southern
end of the High Street, and consists of an
upright octagonal shaft with moulded base and
capital, placed on a rise of six octagonal steps
having a spread of I4t feet. Above the square
abacus is a stone sculptured with the arms of
the Earls of Kincardine on the one side and a
thistle ornament on the other. The arms are:
Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a lion rampant; 2nd
and 3rd, a salt ire and chief. The shield is flanked
by two men in armour as supporters, is surmounted by a coronet and helm, mantled and
wreathed, and has for crest a naked arm,
flexed, issuing out of a cloud and holding a man's
heart. The cross must be later than 26 December 1647, when the Earldom was created.
xxxvii N.W. 22 June 1925.
532. Chapel Site and Carved Stones in Graveyard, Overton Lodge.-The site of the chapel is
now marked by a mausoleum a quarter of a
mile south-south-east of Overton Lodge. Apart
from a number which, being moss-grown or
earth-covered, are illegible, the graveyard contains the following stones of interest.
HOG-BACKED STONE.-This stone is 6 feet
2 inches in length, It feet in greatest height,
and It feet in breadth at its larger end. The
base, as well as each side, is convex in section.
Lengthways, the spine is furrowed into three
parallel and rounded ridges, while each side is
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covered with at least five rows of shingles
(d. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxii (1927-8), pp. 105-6).
TOMBSTONES.-(I) A flat slab, 6 feet 5 inches
in length, 2 feet lot inches in breadth, and 8t
inches in thickness, displays the initials I.C.
M.B. under a shield parted per pale: dexter, a
bend between six billets; sinister, a saltire
and chief, the latter charged with three mullets.
A Latin inscription in Roman letters round the
margin commemorates Margaret Bruce, wife of
John Callander, who died on 5 November 1664,
aged 2I.
(2) Another slab, 3 feet 2 inches in breadth,
8 inches in thickness, and of the same length
as No. I, has the same coats impaled over the
initials T.B. A.C. The marginal inscription in
Latin and in Roman lettering commemorates
Thomas Bruce of "Chepelland," who died on
5 June 1689, aged 49·
(3) A tapering slab with chamfered edges is
Ii feet in breadth at the top, the only dimension
obtainable, as the stone is partially embedded
in the ground. It shows in relief the date 1672
and the initials I.I., K.B. and A.I., below which
is a broad-bladed sword with straight quillons
and a lozenge-shaped pommel.
xxxii S.W. 25 April 1925.
533. Inscribed Lintel, Kincardine-on-Forth.A lintel inscribed A.B. 1682 M.B. is built into
the front of a modern house at 2 High Street.
xxxvii N.W. 20 March 1928.
SITE.
The O.S. map shows a site as under :534. Chapel, near Blackhall.
xxxvii N.W. 22 April 1925.

WEMYSS.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
535. " Macduff's" Castle.-This castle (Fig.
441), although associated by tradition with
" Macduff, Thane of Fife," who is ·believed to
have flourished in the second half of the nth
century, was probably not begun until near the
end of the 14th century, and it includes much
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building of a later time. It stands on the sea
cliff immediately above the" Well" Cave, and
less than a quarter of a mile north-east of East
Wemyss. The site is level, except oli. the east
where it falls abruptly to the water. The castle
buildings, despite a partial restoration of recent
years, are extremely ruinous and in parts
unsafe, and they still suffer wilful damage at
the hands of visitors.
The remains represent an oblong block
running north and south having a tower at
either end, the whole set within an enclosure
which contained subsidiary structures . While
the development of the castle has necessarily
been from the cliff westwards, the arrangement
of the original I4th-century stronghold cannot
be determined, since no more has survived than
the lower part of its gate-tower on the northwest and a h eavy revetment in the cliff immediately above the "Well" Cave. In a
second building-period, initiated possibly in the
I5th century but mainly dating from the I6th,
the entrance was changed. A range of building
was run southward from the gate-tower and
t erminated in a second tower. A new entrance
was formed in the centre of this range, and above
it lay the hall, a scheme characteristic of the
time, whereby the main buildings of the castle
were brought together to form the front.
Finally, in the late I6th or early I7th century
an outer wall, looped for guns, was carried round
the whole.
The northern tower is oblong on plan,
measuring externally 27 by 34 feet, and is four
.storeys in height. The masonry is of rubble,
built with pinnings. From the second-floor
level upwards, the outer faces of the north, west,
and south walls are set back, while the north
wall is also set back at a lower level. From the
ground to half-way up the first floor the
masonry seems original. In the west wall, at
ground level, the jambs of the entrance archway, which was built up in the r6th century,
are just traceable. In the east wall, however,
the opening is more clearly marked; the transe
has been vaulted, and on the southern side lay
a porter's room or guard-chamber, also vaulted.
The first floor, which must have been entered
from a forestair, was converted into a kitchen
in the 15th century. A large window in the
east wall, with seats in the embrasure, may
occupy the position of the original entrance at
282
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this level, while another has been inserted in
the west wall in what apparently was once a
fireplace. In the north wall an aumbry and
sink have been contrived in an older garderobe,
and there is an aumbry in the south wall also.
Another change, which was apparently effected
in the same century, was the insertion of a vault
with an entresol floor at springing level, the
latter being entered from a mural stair at the
south-east angle. Like the first floor, the upper
part of the tower was remodelled internally in
the 15th century, and it was again altered in the
16th, when an external stair of stone at the
north-east angle replaced the original access.
Up to the first floor the steps are straight;
above that level the stair becomes a turnpike,
giving access to the upper floors which had
previously been entered from the south-east
mural stair. The second floor is even more
fragmentary .than those below, and the third
storey is almost entirely demolished.
The 16th-century extension along the south
front was three storeys in height but is now
reduced to the vaulted ground-floor, the chambers of which are entered from a courtyard
behind. The upper floors communicated with
the towers at either end, and the front wall was
surmounted by a parapet with a walk, reached
from a door in the southern tower. This tower
(Fig. 442) is built of ashlar but in detail corresponds with its neighbour. It, too, advances
from the line of the central range, and the upper
parts of the walls are set back. I t is oblong on
plan with a circular stair-tower projecting from
the llorth~east angle, containing the entrance
and serving all floors. The ground floor is
inaccessible, but is obviously vaulted . A gunloop of I6th-century type in the north wall
Ranks the entrance to the courtyard, and on
the west appears a vent, the only remnant of a
garderobe. There have been two rooms on the
first floor, the inner one having a st~ircase
communicating with the floor above and giving
access to the battlements of the hall-building.
Each of the upper floors has been subdivided.
The tower-and therefore also the front rangewas built after 1530 (d. HISTORICAL NOTE and
No . 543), and at a late date an outbuilding was
erected against its east wall.
The outer boundary wall runs parallel to the
buildings. The west ern stretch has terminated
in turrets, of which the one on the south
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44I.-Macd uff's Castle (No . 535 ).

442.- Macduff's Castle, South Tower.
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443.- Dovecot, Macd uff's Castle (p. 283).

444.- Newark Castle from the North-West (No. 486).
To face

p.

282.
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FIG. 445.-Entrance to Cave.

FIG.

447.-A Horse.

FIG. 446.- " T ridents," etc.

FIG. 448.- A Fish, etc.

Photos by George B. D eas .

VIG. 449.- " Spectacle Ornament," etc.

VIG, 450.- A Swan, etc,

SCULPTURINGS, JONATHAN 'S CAVE, WEMYSS (No. 541).
To fa ce p. 283
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remains; it is provided with a gunloop on the
north and another on the east. The northern
stretch is demolished, but foundations of the
outbuildings that stood against it can still be
seen. The courtyard is full of debris.
DOVECOT.-A cylindrical 16th-century dovecot (Fig. 443) stands on a rock by the shore.
The internal diameter is 12 feet 9 inches, and
the wall is 2 feet in thickness. The nests are
incomplete. The roof is of stone, with a central
opening for the birds. The masonry is of rubble,
which has been harled, and there are three stringcourses. In the northern side are two built up
openings, one of which has been a door. The
present entrance is from the south. The floor
of the chamber is of earth and lies about 4 feet
above the rock; there may be a second chamber
below, as there is a small barred opening at the
level of the rock.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-This castle was on the
lands formerly known as East Wemyss. John
de Wemyss flourished in the late 14th century.l
The family then seems to have ended in coheiresses, one of whom apparently married
William Livingstone 6f Drumry, since in
February 1493-4, William's son, Robert, received
a grant of the lands of East Wemyss with" the
house (domo) or fortalice of the same," which
his father had resigned. 2- A later charter of
confirmation to this Robert, now (1508) Sir
Robert Livingstone of Drumry, describes the
lands of East Wemyss as the third part of
" Wemyss-shire" and erects them into a
barony.3 The daughter and heiress of Sir
Robert married Sir James Hamilton of Finnart
and they in 1530 exchanged the lands of East
Wemyss with James Colville of Ochiltree for his
barony of Ochiltree in Ayrshire. 4 The Colvilles
held East Wemyss till 1630 when it was sold
to John, Lord Wemyss of Elcho, afterwards
first Earl of Wemyss,5 who resided there for
some time. The second Earl, however, preferred
to live at West Wemyss (No. 536).6 In 1651
he had the lands of East and West Wemyss,
with others, united in the barony of Wemyss,
with the manor place of Wemyss as principal
messuage. 7 Fifteen years later his daughter,
Lady Jean Wemyss, then Countess of Sutherland, wrote to her father from Dunrobin asking
that her children might be allowed to live in the
castle of East Wemyss if the plague appeared
in Edinburgh, as it was feared it might. 8 At
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that date, therefore, the castle was still habitable; its abandonment and decay must have
come later.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., i, No. 518.
2 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 2198. Cf. Wemyss of Wemyss by Sir
William Fraser, i, p. 41. 3 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a.,
No. 3229. 4 Ibid., s.a., No. 980. 5 Wemyss of
Wemyss, i, p. xx. 6 Ibid., p. xxvii. 7 Ibid.,
p. xxii. 8 Ibid., p. 291.
xxviii S.E. 13 August 1927.
536. Wemyss Castle.-This castle, known also
as "The Hall of the Wemyss, "1 and as a
"palace,"2 is an extensive but composite
mansion standing on the raised beach rather
more than a quarter of a mile north of West
Wemyss. The oldest part, which is the oblong
tower forming a .Ie-entrant in the west front,
has been so altered that its date cannot be
exactly determined; it may, however, be
considered as not later than the end of the 15th
century. The original arrangement is also
doubtful. The area between the tower and the
cliffs on north and east was probably enclosed
by curtain walls, in places supporting lean-to
buildings, and the lowest part of the present
south wall-that is, all from the foundation up
to the external offset-as well as the drum-tower
covering the north-west angle of the enclosure
may be the remains of these structures. If so,
the original castle occupied only the northern
part of the site now built upon, and, until the
17th century, there were no buildings south of
the tower.
In the early 16th century, to judge by such
detail as remains, the walls of enclosure were
rebuilt with a salient round tower on the southeast, a rounded projection at the eastern
angle, and a vaulted entrance set between
the main tower and that on the southeast. Above this entrance, which still survives
within later building, is a panel containing a
coat of arms flanked both at top and at bottom
by the initials D.V. in 16th-century lettering,
which evidently stand for Sir David Wemyss of
Wemyss and David his heir. As the father
was killed at Flodden in 1513 and the son died
before 1544, it seems likely that the re-building
of the outer walls was begun by Sir David after
the creation of the Barony of Wemyss in 15II,
and was continued after his death by his son.
The margin of the panel bears the date 1421,
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but, while the Arabic figures are of 15th-century
character, the date is obviously an addition.
The arms comprise an esquire's helm, having a
swan with wings expanded for crest, and a
shield bearing four lions rampant, probably
intended to represent: Quarterly, 1st and 4th,
a lion rampant [gules] for Wemyss, and 2nd
and 3rd, a lion rampant [sable] for Glen or
Mortimer of Inchmartine, the arms being therefore subsequent to 1423.3
The construction of the entrance shows that
there was at least one chamber above it.
Against the curtain-walls on north, east, and
west lay other buildings, which with the tower
enclosed a small courtyard. These buildings
were three-storeyed and rise to the 16th-
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FIG: 45I.-Wemyss Castle (No. 536).
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covered with harling, but the main tower is of
ashlar in courses fairly cubical and measuring
on an .average 18 by 20 inches. On the west
front, amid modern masonry, is a carved panel,
apparently inserted, representing a female bust
in 16th-century costume. The entrance lintel
of the turnpike at the south side of the castle
is inscribed W.1652 H.F. C.W.* On the south
gable of the 17th-century extension is a stone
seat. The pediment has a finial dated 167[1]
and probably contained a coat of arms, but only
the coronet and an initial E remain. Below
these appear in monogram on a panel the
initials D.M.L.W., which may stand for David,
second Earl of Wemyss (r649-1679) and his
heiress, Lady Margaret, Countess of Wemyss
(1672-1705). The former made the southern additions to the castle and laid out terraces and
gardens, being recorded as having enlarged in
1670 the" ould holl (hall) in West Wemyss."4
A detached panel of the 16th century is preserved within the castle. It is incomplete and
bears the lower part of a figure supporting a
shield parted per pale: dexter, on a bend three
mascles, sinister, quarterly, 1st and 4th, two
bars, 2nd and 3rd, a bend.
In the interior, although so much has been
altered, there remain certain details to which
attention may be drawn. The ground floor of
the buildings on the east and that of the main
tower are vaulted. The entrance to the main
tower was situated in the north wall and opened
into a lobby formed within the 9-foot wall.
Opposite the entrance lay the access to the
ground floor, while on the east side of the
lobby a passage, probably having steps, led to
the turnpike still remaining within the northeast angle of the tower. The 16th-century
kitchen most likely lay against the north wall of
the enclosure. An angled passage on the north
side of the courtyard leads downward and
terminates in the ground floor of the north-west
tower, which is a vaulted chamber with a
sloping floor, usually considered to be a 'bottle'
dungeon but more probably a game larder. A
similar construction is found at Monimail Tower
(No. 428).
At the northern end of the 17th-century
extension is a stately scale-and-platt staircase
of oak, dating from the same century. It rises

century wall-head, which is visible on north and
east, where it is surmounted by a corbelcourse of two patterns, the chequered type
resembling that on the east side of Linlithgow
Palace. The wall-heads and upper storeys
were originally served by turnpikes, one in the
south-east tower and a second beside the northwest tower, but these had latterly to be supplemented by others, when the buildings, apart
from the tower, were enlarged so far as space
was available. The main tower was remodelled
to some extent in the 16th and 17th centuries.
By the beginning of the 17th century, the courtyard had become so restricted that additional
accommodation could only be provided by
raising the outer buildings two storeys, and an
extension undertaken in 1640 had to be made
towards the outside southwards from the southeast tower. This extension was carried to its
present termination probably within the next
decade. A wing returning westward was added
to it in 1670, and in the 19th century the space
between this and the main tower was built over.
* Helenore (Eleanor) Fleming, Countess of Wemyss,
Most of the castle is constructed of rubble, the second wife of David, second Earl of Wemyss.
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within oak-panelled walls from the ground to
the second storey or top floor. In the chapel,
which is modern and has been formed within the
17th-century kitchen, are preserved two life-size
15th-century effigies representing a knight clad
in plate armour and his lady in contemporary
costume, which probably came from the original
chapel (d. No. 542). The south room on the
second floor of the extension has a fine 17thcentury plaster-ceiling enriched with 'stamps'
including busts of David and Alexander. The
dressing-room within the adjoining south-east
tower and the bedroom to the west both contain enriched ceilings, the former having also a
modelled plaster frieze. The bedroom immediately north of the south bedroom has walls
panelled in pine. This chamber contains an
interesting picture of about 1688, representing
the neighbouring coast and including both
Wemyss Castle and Macduff's Tower.
CARVED PANEL.-Within the kitchen premises
is a panel of local sandstone, 3 feet 4 inches high
by 2 feet 8 inches wide, bearing in relief a
representation of the Carrying of the Cross
(Fig. 481). On the sinister side is the Virgin
Mary with St. John behind, each figure being
distinguished by a nimbus. There is a shield
below, but any device it may have borne is now
gone. Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxii (1927-8),
p. 216-17.
1 Sir W. Fraser, Memorials of the Family
of Wemyss of Wemyss, I, p. xxx. 2 A Journey
Through Scotland (1723), p. 82. 3 Nisbet,
System of Heraldry, p. 282. 4 Scottish Diaries
and Memoirs, ed. J. G. Fyfe, M.A., p. 130.
xxxvi N.W. 23 May 1928.
537. House, Chapel Gardens, Wemyss Castle.
- In the gardens, facing the sea at the western
extremity of the policies, are the remains
of a good 16th-century house, which has been
four storeys and a garret in height. On
plan it is oblong with a stair-tower projecting
from the middle of the south front, the tower
being rounded in the lower part and corbelled
out to the square at the top storey, where there
was a little chamber. On the east side of the
tower there is a single 'shot-hole,' built up.
The masonry throughout is of coursed rubble,
probably once harled. The windows, where
unaltered, are chamfered at jamb and lintel.
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The crow-steps, where these remain, are gableted. The skew-puts of the wing have been
carved with human heads. Against the west
gable and along the western part of the south
wall are traces of a timber construction, a
gallery with a roof, which lay at the level of the
hall or first floor. The entrance to the house
lies in the stair-tower. On the ground floor
are two vaulted chambers. The eastern one,
measuring 16! by IS! feet, was the kitchen;
the western one, 23 feet long and 1St feet wide,
was a cellar. Within the vault there has been
an entresol floor. On the first floor the staircase
opened into a transverse passage, latterly
communicating with the garden behind. On
the west of the passage lay the hall, which
retains a vestige of the fireplace in its south
wall and, beside the fireplace, an aumbry with
ogival head. Breaches in the south and west
wall presumably represent accesses to the
hanging gallery. On the east side of the passage
lay a second chamber. The second floor has
been subdivided, but so little of it remains that
the detailed arrangement cannot be determined.
From this floor a little stair led up to the chamber at the top of the stair-tower.
The wall in front of the house, separating
the property from the shore, dates in part from
the 16th century. The circular tower at the
eastern end which is now a garden-house, may
originally have been a dovecot. The tower at
the western end and the outlook or bastion
between the towers are also of the 16th century.
xxxvi N.W. 28 May 1928.
538. The Tolbooth, West Wemyss.-The
Tolbooth or Town-house (Fig. 434), which is a
modest little structure standing on the south
side of the main street, dates from about the
beginning of the 18th century. It is two storeys
in height and consists of an oblong main block,
with a lofty bell-tower projecting towards the
street. The masonry is of harled rubble. The
main roof is pantiled, while that of the tower
is slated. The windows have back-set margins.
A vaulted pend passes through the western end
of the main block and in it are the entrances to
the cells. A forestair built against the tower
gives access to the upper storey.
On the front wall of the tower are two panels.
The upper of these bears a coronet and an
inscription, which has been partly re-cut and
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is now almost illegible. An old record * gives
the legend as: .
THIS FABRIC WAS BUILT BY EARL DAVID
WEMYSS AND TOWN
FOR THE CRIBBING OF VICE AND SERVICE TO
CROWN.
The lower panel contains a coat of arms. At
the top are the initials D.E.W. representing
David, fourth Earl of Wemyss (I678-I720). The
shield bears: Quarterly, Ist and 4th, and 2nd
and 3rd, a lion rampant. Crest, a swan;
supporters, two swans. A label below the shield
bears the motto JE PENS[E], for Wemyss.
xxxvi N.W. 28 May I928.

great number of devices (Figs. 445-59), some
similar to those found on sculptured slabs.
The caves and their markings are fully described
and illustrated with drawings in Proceedings
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, v (I866),
p. 52I, &c.; Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xi (I874-6),
pp. I07-20; Early Christian Monuments of
Scotland, pp. 370-3 .
xxviii S.E.
542. Carved Stones, Chapel Gardens, Wemyss
Castle.-Of a chapel in the gardens (d. No. 537),
no trace remains, but on the eastern side of a
burial-enclosure there is a small pointed arch-,
way which has the appearance of having been
formed from older masonry. Above the archway is a pediment inscribed E.D.W. I776,
representing David, Lord Elcho, sixth Earl of
Wemyss. The burial-enclosure is modern, but
the front wall contains certain details of antiquarian interest placed there for preservation.
On the south-west pier is a I7th-century sundial
of lectern type. On each side of the entrance
is a sculptured panel, evidently parts of a
retable. The eastern one, measuring 3 feet 4
inches by 2 feet 7t inches, represents The
Circumcision (Fig 4II), and the western one,
measuring 3 feet 41 inches by 2 feet 8 inches,
The Flight into Egypt (Fig. 4I2). These panels
are fully described in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxii
(I927-8), pp. 2I7-I8.

539. The Manor House, Kirkland.-According
to local information, this house was built as
a temporary residence, by David, fourth Earl
of Wemyss, while boring for coal in the neighbourhood. It is a plain featureless building of
the late I7th or early I8th century, consisting
of an oblong main block, two storeys and a
garret in height, with a small central wing
projecting to the north, and containing the
entrance. From each gable projects a low
wing. The gables are crow-stepped, and the
masonry is harled, the chamfered and back-set
window dressings being exposed.
xxviii N.E. I June I928.

STANDING STONE.
540. Standing Stone, Earl's Seat.-This block
of sandstone stands at an elevation of 250 feet
above sea-level about 50 yards or thereby to the
north-east of the farm buildings at Earl's Seat.
It is set with its major axis west-south-west and
east-north-east and rises to a height of 4! feet
above ground. On an average it measures 2!
feet across the broad faces and It feet in thickness, the girth at middle being about 8 feet.
xxviii S.W. I2 May I925.

MISCELLANEOUS.
541. Sculptures in Caves, Wemyss.-On the
shore in the neighbourhood of East Wemyss are
five caves, the walls of which are marked with a

* Information from Mr. Stewart Tod, architect,
Wemyss.
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543. Armorial Panel from Macduff's Castle.-Inserted in the masonrv above the western
archway of the stable buildings at Wemyss
Castle (No. 536) is an armorial panel of particular interest from the circumstances attending
its discovery. Some years ago when steps were
being taken for the conservation of the southern
tower of Macduff's Castle (No. 535), the workmen came upon the panel laid face downward
in sand beneath the foundation, and an eyewitness relates that the tinctures were then
particularly brilliant. But, while the carving is
still sharp and well defined, the tinctures have
almost entirely disappeared. The shield, supported on the dexter side by a Hercules, and
on the sinister by a unicorn gorged, bears:
Quarterly, ISt and 4th (argent), a cross moline
(sable), for Colville, 2nd and 3rd (gules), a fess.
cheeky (argent and azure), for Lindsay, the
whole being probably for Sir James Colville,
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who acquired the lands of East Wemyss in 1530
(d. No. 535) . The label beneath the shield does
not appear to be inscribed.
xxxvi N.W. 23 May 1928.
543 (a) . Cross-slab, West Wemyss.- In April
1932, Mr. Deas, Kirkcaldy, found a cross-slab
overlying a rocky cavity in the shore, about
100 yards below high-water mark, near Wemyss
Castle. The slab measure!? 4 feet 2 inches in
length, tapers from 2 feet 2t inches at top to
I foot 9 inches at bottom, and has an average
thickness of 71 inches. On one side is carved
in relief a Latin cross, extending the whole
length of the stone, and on the other a Greek
or equal-armed cross, which occupies the upper
half. The edges of the stone are bevelled.
xxxvi N.W. (unnoted).
ADDENDA ET
14. Inchcolm Abbey.-An inscription has
been found also on the north-east wall of the
chapter-house. It consisted apparently of
seven lines of Gothic lettering painted on plaster
in black with some initial letters in red, the whole
enclosed within a chevron-patterned border in
black and red. Only the lower dexter corner of
the panel remains, but the plaster is broken and
the letters are too fragmentary to be read.
On the south-east wall of the same apartment
is a tiny fragment of another inscription.
.

158(a). Architectural Fragments, Valleyfield
House.-Two incomplete pediments showing
respectively two sets of initials, J.P. and I.[E],
and the date 1581, as well as a roundel bearing
the initials J.P. and G.S., have been inserted
into the ruinous east wall of Valleyfield House.
Part of a third pediment, built into the inner
side of the east wall of the garden near by,
shows the upper half of a shield surmounted by
helm, wreath, mantling and crest, with an
illegible motto on a label over all. The shield
has borne an inescutcheon, the charges on
which are indecipherable, between three
unicorns' heads erased, for Preston of Valleyfield, who built the earlier mansion from which
.
these relics have been taken.
xxxviii N.W. (unnoted). 9 August 1932.
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SITES.

544. Methil Church.
xxviii N.E. 12 August 1927.
545. Earth-house, Pirnie.- In April 1868 an
earth-house was discovered near Pirnie, but
unfortunately the larger portion of the structure was demolished before any careful examination could be made. The sit e was later visited
by a deputation from the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and a notice of the structure
was contributed to the Proceedings, vol. vii
(1866-8), pp. 532-4. A construction which at
present exists alongside the house of Rothes,
Markinch, is understood to be largely built,
presumably on the same plan, with stones taken
from the earth-house (d. p. 210).
xxviii N.E. (unnoted).
CORRIGENDUM.
197. Dunfermline Abbey, p. 107. - For
different reconstructions of the eastern division
of David's Church, based on material found,
see Chalmers's History of Dunfermline (1844)
PI. vi; Henderson's Annals of Dunfermline, p.
68; Beveridge's Burgh Records of Dunfermline,
p. xxxi.
276. "The Palace," Inverkeithing. - This
building and the area of the old cloister have
now been acquired and are being restored and
conserved by the Town Council of Inverkeithing.
Work on the outer wall has disclosed the positions of several built-up arched openings, including a doublet-window with pointed-arch
heads, while among the material used in a late
stone partition were found a holy-water stoup
and two responds from the pier-arcade of the
church
341. Balwearie Castle.- Should be under the
parish of Kirkcaldy and Dysart.
533(a). Dovecot. --A roofless late I8thcentury dovecot stands beside the offices of
Sands House.
xxxvii (unnoted).
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KINROSS-SHIRE
CLEISH.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.

Q

Cleish Castle.--Cleish Castle (Fig. 46r),

~~i{dates from the r6th century, stands on

castle has been completely modernised, and the
vault has been removed from the chamber on
the ground floor of the main block.
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., 1598; No. 8r3; s.a.
r603, No. 1402. 2 Scots Peerage, ii, p. 572.
Cf. also Cast. and Dam. Arch., iii, p. 569.
xxv S.E. 16 May 1929.

the northern slopes of the Cleish Hills some
three and a half miles south-west of Kinross.
It had become ruinous before 1840, but was
~ Dowhill Castle.-The ruins of this castle
restored about that date and since then has
been inhabited. On plan it is L-shaped with (Fig. 460) stand, just under a mile westward of
the re-entrant angle lying open to the south,
where there was a courtyard, the arched gateway of which is still to be seen, although now
filled in and incorporated in a modern outbuilding. The main block measures 40t by 29t
feet, the wing 20t by 28! feet. The house is
lofty, having as many as five storeys, but the
two lowest of these are possibly earlier than
those above them, as their external angles are
rounded off. The masonry is ashlar. The gables
FIR5T FLOOR PLAN
are crow-stepped. Almost all the windows have
been altered, but those which survive in their
original form are chamfered at the arris and are
provided with relieving arches. A noticeable
feature is the lofty gable of the wing, which
rises in a series of external offsets.
COURTYARD
The original entrance, with its moulded doorpiece of early 17th-century type, is in the west
wall of the wing, at the re-entrant angle. It is
now closed up but gave access originally to a
newel-stair, placed in the centre of the house
between m8ih block and wing. This stair, from
the well of which the ground floors of both parts
were e rtered, is now removed. It rose, however,
to the second floor and there terminated, access
to the upper parts being given by the existing
turret-stair which is corbelled out on the east.
The modern entrance is at first-floor level and is
reached from a forestair. A dormer pediment
FIG. 45Z.-Dowhill Castle (No. 547) .
has been inserted on the upper part of the stairturret. It bears the initials of Robert Colville l Blairadam Station, on the summit of a hill
and his wife, Beatrix Haldane,2 with the date overlook~ng Loch Leven and the low-lying
1600, to which time the upper part of the country round it. Although they are very
building may be ascribed.
Internally the fragmentary, enough is left to show that the
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plan and its arrangement are of special interest,
for a careful examination of the remains suggests that what was designed as a tower has been
extended at a later period to form a ' palace.'
The palace embraces a long oblong main block,
running east and west, a return wing projecting
northward in alignment with the west gable,
and a stair-tower parallel to the latter. . The
south-western angle is masked by a cylindrical
tower, which has cross-loops on the lower floors.
On the northern side of the castle was a barmkin, of which there remains only the shell of
a cylindrical tower, the termination of the
north-eastern angle of the courtyard thus
enclosed.
The original castle was the eastern 3si feet
of the main block. It was oblong on plan and
may very possibly have been reduced in height
when extended. The walls averaged si feet in
thickness. The original entrance, now built up,
is visible in the south wall. It opened into a
mural lobby communicating with the ground
floor on the north and giving access on the east to
a newel-stair contained within the south-eastern
angle. The ground-floor chamber was vaulted
and had beneath the vault an entresDl floor,
which was entered from a mural passage off the
staircase. The chamber was lit from a narrow
slit on the north and had a lamp recess or locker
on the east; the entresol floor was lit from the
east. The first floor, to which level the castle
is now reduced, contained a single chamber,
the Hall. Its fireplace must have been in the
missing west gable. To north, south, and east
are small windows deeply embayed. These
original windows have heavily chamfered daylights, and there are seats in the embrasures, and
each has a locker on one side. At the east end
of the north wall is an angular garderobe with
a chute, and in the floor is a hatch forming the
only entrance to a 'pit' or mural prison that
lies below. The' pit' has a small opening for
ventilation, a lamp recess, and a urinal. The
tower may be dated to about the beginning of
the 16th century.
Extension on the palace plan (d. Introd.,
p . lvii) involved a re-arrangement of some details.
The old entrance was closed, and new ones were
made on the north side, that is from within the
courtyard. One of these was in the wing,
another in the projecting stair-tower which was
now built to the east of it. The western
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entrance opened in a vaulted passage, which
gave access to vaulted chambers on the west
and south and to the vaulted kitchen on the
east. The kitchen communicated with the old
ground floor of the tower-house and also with
the new stair. The old gable on the east was
removed, and a new partition-wall built, containing the kitchen fireplace. In the north wall
of the kitchen are a window and a locker, and
there are a second window and locker to the
south, the window in this case having a 'shothole' in the breast and a sink in the sole. The
windows throughout the extension have the
roll-and-hollow moulding characteristic of the
late 16th- and early 17th-century work in Fife.
At the south-western corner of the kitchen the
south wall is set back in a recess, in which is a
'shot-hole.' The vault of the kitchen is particularly well constructed, and the interpenetration at the fireplace is skilfully managed. Both
of the chambers west of the kitchen have
moulded windows with 'shot-holes' in the breast.
From the south-western chamber a steep straight
stair rises to the first floor of the south-west
tower and beside the stair is the access to the
lowest storey of that tower, which is a small
vaulted chamber, irregularly shaped and lit
only by five shot-holes.
On the first floor only the southern and
western walls are left, and these are fragmentary. The windows which remain are moulded,
and a window similarly moulded has been
inserted in the south wall at the date of the
general reconstruction of the old hall at the
eastern end of the building. The upper part of
the original staircase, too, was rebuilt at that
time. Above the first floor there were probably
two upper storeys entered from a turret staircase, of which traces remain corbelled out from
the west wall. Whether the main staircase rose
above the first floor is uncertain.
The masonry is uniform throughout the main
building and is of particularly good quality.
The barmkin tower, however, is rubble built,
its walls rising from a stout plinth. There are
no openings at the lowest stage, but above are
two windows and a' shot-hole.' The walls at that
level contain a small number of stone nests,
indicating that the upper part of the tower was
used as a dovecot.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Dowhill was a barony
belonging to a Lindsay family.- Inquis. Spec.,
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Fife, 1566, No. I; Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a. 1604,
No. 1494.
xxvi S.W. 16 May 1929.
DEFENSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS.

548.) ort, Dummiefarline.-On the top of a
hIll_about a mile to the eastwards of Drumglow
(No. 549), at an elevation of 900 feet above sealevel, are the remains of a fort which, like
Drumglow, has been accessible only from the
east. On this side are the remains of a wall,
near the north end of which two stones, which
have evidently belonged to a gateway, are lying,
apparently in situ, at a distance of 9 feet apart.
The wall itself is now a mere foundation,
covered with a luxuriant growth, but its
appearance suggests that it was originally very
strong. It shows a spread of from IO to 12 feet.
No traces of any additional defences were
observed.
xxv S.E. 2 August I927.
549. Fort, Drumglow.-The hill of Drumglow
or D mglow, as it is sometimes called, is one of
100
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The only possible lines of approach are from the
north-east and south-east by tortuous winding
courses along the hill-side. The north and south
sides are rocky and precipitous, and the west
side, though not quite so rugged, is unusually
steep.
Artificial prote.ction was therefore
necessary only on the east where no fewer than
four lines of defence have been constructed at
intervals which average about 12 feet. These
lines, which seem to have been mainly composed of earth and stone, are now very much
broken except towards their northern extremities, and are sometimes hardly distinguishable.
This is one of the rare instances, so far recorded
in the Inventories, of a fort and cairn in association.
xxv S.E. (" supposed British Fastness ").
2 August 1927.
CAIRNS.

r.5.56l Cairn, Drumglow.-A cairn lies within
th'iaefences of the fort (No. 549), on the crest
of Drumglow Hill. It has a diameter of 50 feet
and rises to a height of about 5t feet. It was
examined in 1904, when a portion of a hQllowedout tree-trunk of oak, measuring 7 feet I inch
by I I inches at the broadest part, was discovered in the centre at a depth of 6 feet 7
inches from the top of the cairn. "Although it
is not quite certain, it is highly probable that
under the Dumglow mound we have an instance
of tree-coffin burial."l The situation of this
cairn within the precincts of a fort is a feature
of special interest. A bronze-age cairn was
noted within the fortifications on Birrenswark
or Burnswork Hill, Dumfriesshire. 2
1 Froc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxxix (1904-5), pp.
179-8I. 2 Inventory of Monuments and Constructions in the County of Dumfries, p. 98.
xxv S.E. (unnoted). 2 August I927.

FIG. 453.-Fort, Drumglow (No. 549).

G. Cairn, Gallows Hill.-There are now no

the isolated peaks of the Cleish Hills and lies a
little over a mile to the south-west or Cleish
Castle. It rises to a height of 1241 feet above
sea-level, and on the summit are the remains of
a fort, within the precincts of which there' is a
fine cairn or mound (No. 550). The site is an
unu$ually strong one, the hill-top being exceedingly diffi,cult of access from all directions.

r~' s to indicate the site of this cairn, but it
appears to be that referred to by the writer in
the Statistical Account, vol. iii, p. 561, where he
says: "About a mile north from this hill
(i.e. Drumglow), in the low ground, several urns
were found in spring 179I. Four of them were
got under a large stone, and some others among
a heap of small stones. They contained human
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Ph,otos: Soc. A 111. Scol.

FIG. 454 .- Boat, J onatha n's Cave.

FI G. 455.- Hum a n Figures, Court Cave.

Photos by G. B. Deas.

FIG. 456.- Designs, Court Cave .

F IG. 458.-" Spectacle" Ornament and Z-r od, Doo Cave.

. FIG. 457.-Cup-Marks, Court Cave.

F IG. 459.- CuP and Ring, Pit Cave, Inchtail.

SCULPTlTRINGS, WEMYSS CAVES (Ko. 54!).
To face p.

290.
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FIG. 460.- Dowhill Castle fro m t h e So ut h (No . 547).

FIG. 46I.-Cleish Castle from the South (No. 546).
T o face p. 291.
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bones, mixed with ashes and pieces of charcoal.
The urns, when broken, appear to have been
made of very coarse materials. The outside is
pretty well glazed, and ornamented with dotted
lines. "
For other cases of 'glazed' urns in burials
see Inventory, Midlothian and West Lothian,
No. 200, and Wilson's Prehistoric A nnals of
Scotland, ii, pp. II9-21.
xxv S.E. 2 August 1927.
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(.55'5J

Tullibole Castle.-This castle (Fig. 463)
sta:ttd¥ within its policies a mile to the east of
the Crook of Devon. It is a good example of a

SITES.

552: " Lecture Stane."-This stone is said to
ha-ve stood on the margin of the public road
about a quarter of a mile east from the church,
in a stone dike oppos,ite Nivingstone House,
but it cannot now be identified. It was used,
it seems, before the Reformation at funerals,
as a support for the coffin at the time that the
burial service was read. Cf. New Stat. Acct., ix,
Kinross-shire, p. 41. See Introd., p. xxxi.
xxvi S.W. 2 August 1927.
553/ Urn Burial, Easter Gellybank.-On loth
"Vimber 1885, a large cinerary urn was
turned up by the plough on the farm of Easter
Gellybank, . a little more than a mile to the
south of the town of Kinross. The urn, which
is now preserved in the National Museum of
Antiquities, measures 16i inches in height by
12i inches in diameter. The discovery has been
fully described in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xx
. (1885-6), pp. 142-5.
xxvi N.W. (unnoted).

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

t
GROUND FLOOR PLAN

FOSSOWAY.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

0s4? Tullibole Church.-This church is represented merely by foundations on the northern
side of a derelict graveyard. The oldest tombstone above ground is that of James Liuiston,
who died in 1660, but there are several memorials
of the second quarter of the 18th century.
xxv N.E. 14 May 1929.
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I-tFIG. 462.-Tullibole Castle (No. 555).

laird's house of the early 17th century, built on
the 'palace' plan. I t has been modernised
internally, for it is still occupied, and a wing has
lately been added on the northern side. The
lay-out is interesting, and the system of communication has been carefully considered. The
original house consisted of an oblong main
block lying east and west, the eastern part
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having three storeys and the western having
four, with a wing proj ecting on the southern
side. The wing contains the main staircase,
above which are two chambers, entered from
a turret-staircase corbelled out within the
eastern re-entrant angle. At the back of the
house-that is, to the north-a newel-stair
proj ects within a turret and serves all floors.
The elevations are simply treated but have a
certain dignity. The masonry is of rubble and is
harled, but two turrets corbelled out at the
southern angles of the stair-wing and a bartizan
corbelled out above the front door, between the
south-east turret and the adjoining stair-turret,
are of ashlar. The entrance is in the east wall
of the wing. The door-piece is moulded and is
surmounted by a large panel in excellent
preservation, which has a delicately moulded
border enriched with cherubs' heads. The panel
contains a shield parted per pale: within a
bordure; dexter, a chevron charged with a
crescent, between three cinquefoils, for Halliday*; sinister, three crescents, for Oliphant.
Enclosing the shield are the initials M. /LH. and
H.O., for Mast~r John Halliday and H elen
Oliphant, his wife. 2 On the dexter side of the
shield is the inscription: THE LORD IS / ONLIE
MY DEFENCE / 2 APRIL 1608 ; and, on the
sinister side: PEACE BE / WITHIN THY WALLES
AND / PROSPERlTIE / WITHIN THY HOUS /.
The bartizan, with its machicolation, covering
the entrance, is unexpected at this date. It is
borne on two massive corbels. The slab forming
the floor or platform is perforated for the
machicolation,the upper surface having a little
kerb round it, probably for a wooden cover.
The surface water from the bartizan has been
carried along a stone gutter to a spout wrought
on the south-east turret. In the western reentrant angles are little circular shot-holes, and
on the southern wall of the wing is a stone
bearing a sunk circular panel, cable-moulded.
The original windows were only half-glazed.
The majority of them have been enlarged. A
dormer on the main block beside the southern
stair-turret has a pointed pediment, delicately
moulded and enriched with scrolls, initialled
M.LH. and H.O., and dated 1608.
The entrance to the house opens at the foot
of the main staircase. At ground-floor level the

main block contains three apartments, none of
them vaulted. The eastern chamber is the
kitchen, and the original fireplace arch is still
traceable in the ga:ble. The mid-chamber has
probably been a store-room, and it seems
originally to have been entered from a lobby
opening at the foot of the main staircase, but
this has been' closed and now forms a large
cupboard,* while a new entrance to the midchamber has been formed from the kitchen. At
the north-west angle the mid-chamber communicates with the north or newel-stair, at the
north-east angle a straight service-stair within
the thickness of the wall rises to the upper floor.
The western chamber of the basement can be
entered only from the mid-chamber. It was a
living-room and contains a fireplace. On the
first floor also there were originally three
chambers, but the two eastern ones now form
a single apartment, modernised as the diningroom. It is lit from each of the three outer
walls. The partition wall at the western end
contains the fireplace, and to the south of
this a mural chamber, while to the north is a
mural lobby, which leads to the north stair.
The western chamber has been modernised
and is now the drawing-room. The upper rooms
are be drooms and these also have been modernised.
DOVECOT.-A rectangular dovecot, measuring
18 feet 8 inches by 16t feet, stands about 100
yards to the north-east of the house. It is
built of harled rubble, but the nests are of wood.
The roof is ruinous. Above the entrance,
which faces south, is a panel bearing the date
1751.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-John Halliday (tt Halyday"), advocate, bought the lands of Tullibole
(tt Tullieboyle ") in 1598.1 He was dead before
1607, but in 1605 he had granted these lands
to his eldest son John, also an advocate, and
his future wife, H elen Oliphant.2 The erection
of the house followed in 1608, the date beside
their initials on the heraldic panel and the
p ediment. This John, afterwards knighted,
was dead by 1620, in which year his son William
was served heir t.o Tullibole. 3
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 769.
2 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 1912. 3 Inquis. Spec., Fife, No. 311.
xxv N.E. 14 May 1929.

* But these are not the arms given by Nisbet to
Halliday of Tullibole.

* This compartment was not available for inspection
at the date of visit.
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ALDIE CASTLE (No. 556).
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Castle.-The group of connected

and replaced by a longer, lower, and broader
building on the same site. From this building,
at a later time, another was carried eastwards*
parallel to but projecting beyond the tower,
with which it was subsequently connected by a
structure containing a scale-and-platt staircase,

biliI~gs which make up Aldie Castle (Figs. 464-

5) stands, at an elevation of 600 feet above sealevel, about a mile and a half south of Crook of
Devon. The buildings are of four periods and are
arranged round a very small court. The present
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FIG. 466.-Aldie Castle (No. 556).

entrance is in the latest portion of all, and leads
into the court, on the right of which is the tower,
sUQstantially the oldest part, while the earlier
extension is directly in front and the later one
to the left. The tower originally stood alone,
with a wing at the south corner, the evidence
for which appears in the upright strip of ragged
masonry there, but this wing was taken down

under which passes the entrance. It is therefore most convenient to deal with the buildings
in their chronological order.
The tower has four storeys, but the upper~
most one was rebuilt towards the close of the
16th century. This reconstruction is illustrated
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* The cardinal points actually coincide with the
angles of the buildings. Cf. Plan.
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in the masonry, the three original storeys being
built of yellow ashlar, while the later building
above has an admixture of reddish stone. There
is no parapet, and the gables are crow-stepped,
but one corner is occupied by a rectangular
cap-house, while at each of the others is a
circular turret on continuous corbelling. On the
longer sides are dormer windows, while most of
the windows below have been altered and have
slightly chamfered or moulded margins. But
on the second storey of the north-west wall is an
original window of key-hole shape with a
corbelled rear-lintel.
The original entrance to the tower was that
still existing on the first floor, which was then
covered by a porch and was reached by a forestair. It opened directly on the Hall but on the
left to a mural lobby, which at the inner end
gave access to the wing, a somewhat unusual
arrangement. At the north-west corner of the
lobby is a lamp recess and on the outer face a
window, but the door to the old wing is now
closed. In the floor of the main entrance was a
trap-door to an entresol floor, which was the
upper part of the ground storey, while the only
access now discernible at the latter level was
from the wing. This lowest floor was vaulted,
but the corbels for the entresol below the vault
have been removed. The windows, which look
east and west, are both of later date, the former
having once been a door opening into a late
extension, which has been removed. At the
southern angle a late turnpike stair has been
inserted to connect with the main turnpike
from the Hall. It now partly blocks an earlier
aumbry.
On the first floor was the Hall. This has a
large fireplace, with a moulded border, which appears to have been at some time reduced in size.
In each of the other walls is a window, but the
one above the mural lobby has been built up.
At the south corner is the original turnpikestair, which rises to the top floor and also gave
access to the second floor of the original wing.
The joining-up of the new turnpike from the
ground floor is shown in the masonry and in
the fact that the newels do not coincide.
The second floor of the tower has been less
altered than those below. Two windows only
have been enlarged. The fireplace, chamfered
on jambs and lintel, is in the north-west wall,
and beside it is an aumbry or buffet. In the
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south-west wall is a close garderobe. Beside
the entrance to the stair is the built-up doorway
which led to the original wing. The third floor,
as already stated, is a reconstruction, but its
flooring is borne on a continuous corbelling of
the type found in Clackmannanshire and in
Fife about the end of the 15th and the beginning of the 16th century. The later work is
therefore above this level. It forms a single
chamber with a fireplace in the north-west wall
and windows on all sides. At three corners are
entrances to the turrets, each of the small rooms
being provided with windows, a lamp recess,
and gun-loops deflected downwards. In addition the western turret contains a close garderobe, while the eastern one has an aumbrv
with a lower division, which was obviously
intended to be a place of greater security. In
the roof of the cap-house there has been a little
chamber, which must have been entered from
a hatch in the ceiling of the staircase.
The earliest extension, that on the south-west,
has at its northern end a vaulted passage
leading from the present gateway, and from
this passage the staircase of the tower is now
entered. The ground floor of the building
proper is a vaulted kitchen with a large fireplace
in the gable to the south, while at one time
there seems to have been an oven projecting
from the west wall, the mouth of the oven
being now converted into an aumbry, beyond
which is the single window in this apartment.
The upper floor is entered from the lower turnpike and was originally lit from both sides and
one end, but only the windows on the western
side now exist. The fireplace in the gable is an
insertion.
The next extension was carried eastwards at
right angles to the first and is in three floors,
none of which is vaulted. The first floor is
entered from a landing in the stair between it
and the tower and is divided into two rooms.
The fireplace in the outer room is a later insertion, while that of the inner room is modern.
It was at this time also that the top storey of
the tower was reconstructed.
The final addition was the formation, in the
space left between the latest extension and the
tower, of a new entrance and a scale-and-platt
staircase communicating at first-floor level with
the tower and with the parallel extension to the
south. The entrance (Fig. 464), is secured by
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two draw-bars and protected by a gun-loop set
in the adjacent wall of the wing. It is surmounted by an armorial panel, unfortunately
very weather-worn but evidently representing
the arms of Mercer of Aldie as given by Nisbet:
"On a fess, between three Cross Patees in
Chief Gules, and a Star in Base Azure, three
Besants of the first, supported by two Savages,
with Steel-Capes on their Heads, holding
Battons downward, before their legs, ... which
Supporters are to be seen of old, finely cut in
the House of ALDIE; and for Crest, the Head
and neck of a Heron, holding in its Beck, an
Eel; with the Motto, on an Escroll; the grit
Poul* being the Slughorn (Slogan) of the
Family." Beneath the shield there appear to
be initials, probably I.M., for James Mercer,
who flourished in the latter half of the 17th
century. The upper part of the wall is slightly
set forward above the entrance on a continuous
corbel-course.
The buildings at present are almost entire
but are falling into a state of ruin, the more
regrettable since, if the roofs were made good,
a most interesting laird's house could be
preserved.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-James Mercer is on
record in 1643 and thereafter at intervals down
to 1681, by which date he was dead. l In 1661,
as Sir James Mercer of "Adie," knight and
baronet, he had a grant of the lands and barony
of Meikleour, in which barony Aldie was incorporated. 2 Cf. Introd., p. xliv.
1 Acts Parl. Scot., passim.
2 Reg. Mag. Sig.,
s.a., No. 56.
Cf. also Cast. and Dom .. A1'ch., ii, p. 484.
xxv S.E. 16 May 1929.

[FOSSOWAY.

inches thick. It is sculptured in relief on all
four sides thus :FRoNT.-In the middle, and extending the
full length of the slab, is a cross decorated with
a six-cord plait and having spiral t erminations
to the arms. At the sinister side of the shaft
the background shows traces of a diagonal keypattern.
BACK.-A plain framework is divided by two
plain horizontal lines into three panels, the
lower of which is subdivided by a plain vertical
line. The four panels thus formed are filled
with figure-subjects and other ornamentation.
The uppermost and largest contains a group,
apparently a hunting scene. Behind a man on
horseback stands another man on foot, wearing
a sword at his left side and having his left arm
upraised, while below are a hind and what seem
to be two other animals, as seen from the front.
The panel beneath this is occupied by two
circular bosses, both of which show traces of
indeterminate carving. Of the two panels at
the bottom the one on the dexter side shows
two men wrestling, and the other, on the sinister
side, two eared or horned serpents, coiled
together in much the same manner as those on
the Dogton Stone, Fife (No. 354).
LEFT AND RIGHT SIDES.-A broken four-cord
plait-work. Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xiii
(1878-9), p. 316 fl. ; Early Christian Monuments,
pp. 375- 6 .

~

Bull Stone,

Crook of Devon.-Built

a~~t the dike on the north side of an old

. 557) Sculptured Stone from Tullibole.-This
,which originally stood within the old
s
churchyard at Tullibole, is now preserved in
the National Museum of Antiquities. It is an
upright cross-slab of sandstone, of nearly
rectangular form but tapering slightly upwards,
measuring 41 feet high, I foot 8 inches wide at
the top, It feet at the bottom, and from 6 to 7

roadway, half a mile to the south of Crook of
Devon, is a huge sandstone boulder known as
"The Bull Stone." It is probably an old
boundary mark or, like the Leslie Stone (No.
395), it may have some association with the
old-time pastime of bull-baiting. The stone
was broken up a number of years ago, and the
fragments were carted away to be built up in
another dike hard by, but, in response to public
agitation, they were returned to the original
site and cemented together. The boulder rises
about 3l feet above ground and has a girth of
about 13 feet at the base. It is not set up
vertically, but lies on its side.
xxv N.W. 2 August 1927.

* If this phrase be for "the great pool" =" the
Ocean," it may have reference to the fact that the
Mercers were originally successful traders overseas.

55 . Vicar's Bridge.-This bridge crosses the
RlVer Devon at a point rather less than three-

~

MISCELLANEOUS.
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quarters of a mile to the north of Blairingone.
It has a single arch and has been widened on
the western side, apparently in I869, the date
cut on the coping of the eastern parapet. A
modern panel on the western side is inscribed:
SACRED / TO THE MEMORY OF / THOMAS FORREST
/ THE WORTHY VICAR OF DOLLAR / WHO AMONG
OTHER ACTS OF / BENEVOLENCE BUILT THIS
BRIDGE / HE DIED A MARTYR A.D. I538.
The oidest part of the bridge suggests a date
in the I7th rather than the I6th century.
xxiv S.E. I4 May I929.

The O.S. maps record sites as under:
560. Fossoway Church.
xxv N.W. 2 August I927.
561. Cairn, Cairn HilI.
xvii S.E . . 2 August I927.

A

Cairn, Thorn Knowe.-Proc. Soc. Ant.

SCtJt.,-xx (I885-6), p. I45, records: "a curious

underground building of ancient construction
in a large mound which forms a prominent
object in the district has been laid bare." No
trace of this can now be observed.
xxv N .E. 2 August I927.

~Roman

Remains found, A.D. 1842.-

~mile S.E. of Cairn, Cairn Hill
xvii S.E.
564. Cross, Crosslands.
xxv N.W. 2 August I927.

"

ston~ coffins near the centre. They were 4 feet
long, and 3 broad, and contained to all appearance some human bones and teeth, and something resembling tallow, which went to ashes,
as soon as exposed to the air."
xxv S.W. 2 Augnst I927.

KINROSS.
SECULAR BUILDINGS

(567'.

SITES.

565. Monk's Grave.-Locally described as
e Monk's Grove."
xxv S.W. 2 Augnst I927.

'566. Stone Coffins found near CarIeith.- The
Statistical Account, vol. xviii (I796), p. 469, says:
" On the middle of this ground, are the ruins of
an old building, perfectly circular, and nearly
24 feet diameter. Not long ago, the proprietor
ordered this ground to be planted, and the
stones were dug up to make a fence. When the
work people were going on, they found two
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Lochleven CastIe.-\Vithin a quarter of
a mile of the western shore of Lochleven is a
group of four islands. On the largest of these,
which has an area of eight acres but was much
smaller before the surface of the loch was
lowered, are the ruins of the castle (Fig. 469)
consisting of a tower vvith a courtyard, the
latter enclosed by a stout barmkin and covering
the greater part of the original site.
In the I4th century there was a castle on the
island, which was unsuccessfully besieged by
" the English and Anglicised Scots" in I335. 1
A portion of the masonry in the south wall of
the enclosure may date from the I3th century,
and is possibly a relic of this structure. Otherwise the oldest portion of the existing buildings
is the tower (Fig. 470), which is of the late
I4th or early I5th century. The curtain wall
which abuts on two of its sides was erected a
little later and moreover bears traces of subsequent alteration.
The enclosure is entered from the north
through a gateway with an arched head, which
is slightly pointed and has a broad chamfer at
the arris; the eastern jamb bears a small shield,
uncarved. But, in the same wall, to the west
of the tower, there has been a second entrance,
now built up, with a corbelled projection above
it. The eastern and southern walls of the enclosure have parapet walks, a.nd the junction
at the south-east angle is masked on the outside
by a circular four-storeyed tower of I6thcentury date, fitted with gun-holes. The lowest
floor is vaulted and has a water inlet and slop
sink, while each of the three upper floors forms
a habitable chamber.
The subsidiarv structures within the enclosure
include a rang~ extending from the entrance
to the north-east angle. The part of this nearest
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the tower was apparently a stable, but the with seats in the deep embrasures, are set in the
other contains two chambers, the inner having side walls.
The solar, or room above the Hall, which
a fireplace and aumbry, the outer a close garderobe. Against the west wall are the remains of occupies the whole of the second floor, has a
at least three other buildings, the largest of fireplace to the north and windows in each wall.
which seems to have been erected in the 16th The eastern window (Fig. 483) has served as an
century and was a Hall, as it has a large window oratory,* being provided with an altar shelf
looking westward, the only opening of any size and a recess with an ogival head, either a
credence or a piscina. Beneath the altar shelf,
in the curtain wall.
The tower is oblong on plan, measuring which seems to be an old window-seat re-used,
externally 36t by 3It feet, and contains five was a cupboard with a little aumbry formed in
storeys. The walls are built of squared rubble, the actual window-breast. Opening off the
in courses 8t to I I inches high, with oyster- solar are two mural chambers, the one on the
shell pinnings; the quoin stones average in west being a garderobe with seat and flue, and
length I foot 2 inches for headers and 2 feet the one on the south, which opens off the jamb
10 inches for stretchers. The lower windows of the south window, having a lamp recess.
are chamfered, while the higher ones are giblet- The floor above is very similarly arranged, but
checked at the rybats for shuttelS. After rising has only one mural chamber-a garderobe.
The kitchen, which has been already mensome distance the walls are intaken above a
splayed offset-course but are again carried tioned as situated beneath the hall, is a dark
forward some distance beneath the wall-head vaulted chamber, meagrely lit by small windows
on a single row of spaced corbels. The upper- in the side walls; two of these windows are
most storey is lit through the lower part of the furnished with seats, and the southern window
parapet, wpich is unusual. The south-east has a slop sink in the breast. The fireplace,
angle, which contains the staircase, rises which has a salt-box in the back, is in the east
squarely. The three others are graced with gable, and in the opposite gable is a garderobe
rounds, the lower parts of which are mere with seat and flue. A recess in the north wall,
solid drums of masonry serving no useful pur- provided with a central pier, was probably for
pose. The corbelling of the rounds has three a double armoire.
The stair which connects the kitchen with
members, curved at the north·east corner but
the lowest room in the tower is an insertion,
chamfered elsewhere.
The original entrance to the tower is in the east the only communication between the two
wallatfirst-floorlevel (Fig. 483), where an arched having originally been through a small hatch.
doorway was reached by a forestair, which has It is quite possible that the room may have
now disappeared. The arch head has a hood- been a prison, but it is perhaps more likely that
mould, stopped on carved heads at the sides it was merely a cellar for stores. In the west
and having an uncarved shield on the keystone. gable was a ventilation flue, while in the other
The entrance, which is fitted for an outer and walls were narrow windows, the southern one
an inner door, the latter closed with a bar, has of which has been converted into what is now
opened into the service space known as t the the entrance to 'the tower. Internally, the most
screens.' The limits of this are indicated by the interesting detail is the employment of threeposition in the side walls of two of the corhels centred heads for the doorways.
Lochleven Castle is in good preservation,
that have supported the partition. At the
being
well looked after by the proprietor.
southern end of the t screens' is a wheel-stair,
by which one could reach either the upper
It is possible that this convenience was' provided
chambers or the kitchen on the floor below, a for* the
use of Queen Mary while a prisoner in the
large trap-door being provided in the floor of castle. She was lodged there on 17th June 1567 and
the t screens' for the convenience of lowering escaped on 2nd May 1568. The English ambassador
stores. The space immediately beyond the writing on 2nd August 1567 remarks that" now she
is shot (i.e. shut) up in a tower," having been transt screens ' was the Hall proper.
I t had a fire- ferred
from some other part of the castle for greater
place on the west with a window beside it to security. (Stevenson, Selections bc. illustrating the
light the t dais' end. Other windows, provided Reign of Mary Queen of Scotland (Maitland Club), p. 263.)
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1 Scotichronicon, lib. XIII, cap. xxx.
In
March I389-90 the castle was regranted after
re:"ignation, to Sir Henry Douglas (Reg. Mag.
Szg., s.a., No. 796). Sir William Douglas of
Lochleven succeeded in I588 as sixth Earl of
Morton. Cf. also Cast. and Dam. Arch.., i, p.
I46.
xxvi N.W. 3 June I925·

568'> Kinross House.-Kinross House (Fig.
47I), a mansion of unusual interest, stands within
parks and gardens on the western shore of Loch
Leven, between the loch and the burgh of
Kinross. The estate, including a house since
demolished, was sold by the eleventh Earl of
:Morton and acquired by Sir William Bruce of
Balcaskie (d. No. 85), the eminent Scottish
architect, shortly before I68I,1 the ratification
of the barony in Bruce's favour being dated
I685. 2 Between the latter year and I690 Bruce
built the present mansion, which he inhabited
until I700, when he vacated it in favour of his
son. This was an age of formal planning, of
landscape gardening with' vistoes,' and Bruce,
in formulating his scheme, centred the axial
line of his lay-out in such a way as to secure a
vista of Loch Leven and its castle. The gates
to the property stand about the middle of the
burgh. They are mainly modern but occupy
the same site as those for which Tobias Bauchop,
the Alloa mason (d. No. 592), submitted a
wooden model in I684. They form the entrance
to a straight and spacious avenue, a quarter of
a mile in length, which terminates in a great
enclosure, consisting of two squares, separated
from one another by the house with its screen
walls. the outer part being a forecourt, the inner
one the garden. The latter is to-day one of the
most perfect landscape gardens in Scotland,
having been virtually remade since I902, when
the property was re-occupied after an interval
of some 80 years.
The house, lying north and south, is oblong
on plan and is bisected transversely by the
axial line of the lay-out. The square central
portion is slightly recessed, and from the ends
of the west or entrance fayade project two
screen walls, curving outwards and terminating
in garden-houses with ogival roofs (Fig. 484).
Above the entrance of each garden-house and
enclosed by a carved swag is a cartouche
bearing in monogram the initials W.B.M.B., for

[KINROSS.

Sir William Bruce and either his first wife
Mary Halket or his second wife, Magdalene Scott:
This monogram also occurs on the keystone
of some of the windows on the north and south
sides of the main building. On the south wall
of the southern garden-house, through which
the garden itself can be entered, is a little shield
parted per pale: dexter, in chief, a label of
three points; sinister, paly of six. Below the
shield are the initials R.D.M.I. As the letters
are of I6th-century type, and the arms have
no connection with the Bruce family, the stone
has probably been removed from elsewhere.
The mansion contains four storeys with a
mezzanine floor at each end. The elevations
~hic? are treated uniformly, are simple and
dIgmfied, and are designed to give prominence
to the first and second floors, the two principal
storeys. The masonry is of ashlar, channeljointed at the lowest storey, to form a base for
the. pila~ters, set at each angle of the building,
whIch nse through the two principal storeys
and bear the entablature. Above this is an
attic storey, on which the roof comes low down.
Above the roof, which is slated on the slopes
and covered with lead on the flat top, rises a
lead-covered cupola containing the roof access.
The rather gracefully proportioned chimneystalks rest on the partition walls, and their
arrangement indicates that special attention
has been paid to tlie grouping of the fireplaces.
The principal entrance is centred in the west
fayade, at the level of the first floor. It is
reached from a graceful perron, and is now
covered with a modern porch. Above the
eI!trance is a spirited carving, a trophy in the
French style, which has obviously been executed
some · considerable time after the walls were
built. Although no provision had been left for
the sculptors, by dint of shallow cutting they
have secured an effect of solidity and relief
which is entirely admirable. * Above the central
window is a cartouche surmounted by the Bruce
crest, a sun going down. The cartouche is
parted per pale: dexter, a saltire and chief
waved for Bruce of Balcaskie; sinister, in chief
a lion passant, and three piles conjoined, for
Mary Halket of Pitfirrane, Sir William's first.
wife.

* A smaller carving on the south front has been
similarly executed.
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A cartouche on the east fa<;ade bears the
same crest and, on the dexter side, the Bruce
arms as above. The sinister side represent s the
wife of John, the second baronet, who was
Christian Leslie, Dowager Marchioness of
Montrose and daughter of the Duke of Rothes.
It bears: Quarterly, Ist and 4th, on a bend three
buckles ; 2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant debruised
by a ribbon.
While the plan shows no great originality
and is analogous to many produced by other
architects of the Restoration period, the house
has evidently proved sufficiently co nvenient ,
for it has undergone little strnctural alteration
since it was built. In laying it out Bruce made
his central portion a square of some 63 feet and
formed the ends with their length equal to the
diagonal of the square of their shorter sides, a
usual proportion of the time. The principal
apartments are also square, but the salon or
gallery on the second floor is a ' double-cube '
room, after the fashion set at Wilton, in Wiltshire, by Inigo Jones.
The system of communication is good. The
house is what was called a 'double house,'
i.e. more than a single room in depth, and has a
central passage running the entire leng th of the
house and merging, on the first and second
floors, in the central vestibule and salon , which
are passage-rooms. In the passage are situated
two staircases which serve all floors, with little
newel stairs (' page stairs '?) ascending to the
mezzanine floors. The main st aircase (Fig. 472)
starts at the first floor and rises only to the
second floor. It is built of oak and has a
remarkable carved balustrade, while the plaster
ceiling above is elaborately modelled in high
relief.
The ground floor is vaulted and is devoted
to service, and at this level a service passage
runs behind the screen walls on either side of
the entrance.
On the first floor the main entrance opens
into a panelled vestibule or entrance hall (Fig.
474). Behind lies the panelled drawing-room,
originally the "Garden H all" and still having
an access to the garden. En suite with it lies
the' oak room,' so called because it is panelled
in oak. The elaborately carved fireplace here
is probably copied from a corner fireplace in the
south-west room on the same floor. On the
west side of the passages previously mentioned,

[KINROSS.

a nd north of the vestibule, is the main staircase,
while two little chambers, the gun-room and
the lavat ory, lie beyond it, the three compartments occupying the north-west angle of the
building. The entrance t o what is now the
lavatory, but was originally the charter room,
is surmounted by a heraklic pediment of oak
evidently contemporary with the house. It
represent s the arms and crest of Sir William
Bruce, with two cranes as supporters and the
motto, IRREVOCABILE, above.
On the east side of the passage, and occupying
the north-east angle of the building, is the
dining-room, which has been formed by throwing
three rooms into one.
The dining - room
entrance, although of I7th-century t ype, is
entirely modern.
The south end of the house was also symmetrically planned, with three rooms on either
side of the passage, but here, t oo, there has been
some alteration. \Vbat had been a small room
at the south-east angle of the building has been
included in the larger chamber immediately
west of it, and the present arrangement and
panelling are therefore not original. Its former
arrangement can be ascertained from the corresponding chamber in the south-west angle,
which is simply panelled and has a particularly
good angle-fireplace (Fig. 473), from which
probably the later fireplace in the' oak room'
has been copied.
On the second and third floors there is a
simIlar arrangement of rooms, the principal
apart ment being the salon, a stately room lying
above the entrance hall. It has two fireplaces.
The ceiling is caved and is enriched with garlands and arabesques. The other rooms are
bedrooms and for the most part are modernised.
Originally they were probably either wainscotted or panelled.
SUNDIALs.-The t erminal piers of the west
wall of the garden have polygonal sundials for
finials. These were carved by John H amilton
in I 686.
1 Acts Parl. Scot., viii, p. 239. 2 Ibid., p. 54 8 .
xxvi N.W. 3 Sept ember I 929.
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The "Lecker Stane," Mawhill.- This
undressed slab of freeston e is laid flat on
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the top of a low dike adjoining the west side
of the public roadway to Mawhill farmhouse
and nearly half a mile to the south-west of that
steading. It measures 6 feet 4 inches in average
length, 4 feet in width from east to west, and
has an average thickness of 6 to 7 inches. The
stone, which is kno"Vll as " The Lecker Stane,"
shows no markings. Locally it is asserted that,
during the passage of a funeral to the churchyard, the coffin was rested on. this stone and
" liquor" was served as refreshment to the
mourners. The explanation of the name is
obviously a misunderstanding (d. Introd.,
p. xxxi).
xvii S.E. (unnoted). 3 August 1927.
SITES.

570. Tumulus, Fairy Knowe.-Cf. Statistical
Account, vi, 170, footnote.
xxvi S.W. 2 August 1927.
571. Cairn, near Carsgour.-It was known as
"Toryknow." Cf. Statistical Account, vi, 170,
footnote.
xxvi S.W. 2 Augnst 1927.
572

Cairn, Mawhill.- Two miles west of

KlOSS.

xvii S.E. (unnoted). 3 August 1927.
573. Crannog in Loch Leven.-No remains are
visl )le, but the site is marked by a short pillar
set up in the bed of the loch.
Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxii (1887.8), p. II8
ft.
xxvi N.W. (unnoted). 2 August 1927.

~. Tumulus, at Craigton.-The exact position () this tumulus is not now known but a
bronze spear-head from the mound is recorded
and figured in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xi (1874-6),
Pt. I, 168.
1-':) 1\1 r;. ...,
ORWELL.
SECULAR BUILDING.

57 Burleigh CastIe.-The ruin of Burleigh
Ca t (Fig. 477), the necessary steps to preserve

[ORWELL.

which have recently been taken by H.M. Office
of Works, is situated less than half a mile east
of Milnathort, on a small plateau rising from
low and once marshy ground on the right bank
of the Burleigh Burn near Loch Leven. The
approach has been from the west, and on that
side there has been a ditch, the line of which
can still be made out.
The oldest part of the castle is the tower,
which stands at the northern end of the site,
and which dates from the early 16th century.
Presumably it had a barmkin attached to it.
Of this, however, no trace remains. The later
enclosure, now represented only by one of its
outer walls and by the south-west tower,
was built in the last quarter of the 16th
century.
The old tower-is oblong on plan, measuring
32 feet 2 inches by 27 feet externally. It contains four main storeys, and the remains of an
attic storey appear above the wall-head. The
masonry is of rubble brought to courses. Two
of the windows are built with rough relieving
arches. In all of them the arrises are chamfered
or rebated. There are no gun-holes. The wallhead has finished in a parapet and walk, borne
on the existing triple-membered corbel-course,
the outer members of which are continuous,
while the inner one consists of separate corbels.
At three of the angles there have been' rounds,'
while the north-eastern angle has been surmounted by the cap-house in which the turnpike
finished.
On the east is the entrance, the jambs of
which have been repaired, while the head is
modern. It opens into a lobby, on the north
side of which is the turnpike. The latter has
been restored up to the hall or first-floor level,
but originally it rose to the cap-house. The
ground floor, into which the lobby projects,
contains a single cellar, lit from the east and
south and vaulted. The hall similarly occupies
the whole of the floor above, except the space
required for the turnpike. It has a window in
-each wall, the southern one being provided with
seats, while the one opposite has given access
to a small projecting wing, subsequently erected
against the north wall of the tower but now
demolished. The north-west corner of the room
has an angled garderobe with a flue. In the
east wall is the fireplace and in the south wall
an aumbry. The one chamber on the second
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F IG. 472.- Staircase.

F IG. 473 .- Fireplace.

FIG . 474.- E n t rance Hall.
KINROSS HOUSE (No. 568).
To fa ce p. 302.
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FIG. 475.- Ang1e Tower.

FrG. 476.- T Gwer and Gate.

FIG. 477 .- From the South-East .
BURLEIGH CASTLE (No. 575).
To face p. 303.
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floor is lit from east and west, both windows
having seats within their embrasures; the
fireplace is in the south wall, and there is an
angled garderobe in the north-east corner.
That on the third floor has a fireplace on the
north and a small window beside it, a second
10

5
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and terminating at the south-western angle in
a small tower. This tower is entire (Figs . 475,
47 6). Of the range all that has survived is
two storeys of its outer or west wall, but
corbels on the inner side of that wall and a
raggle for its roof, cut in the south wall of the
0
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47B.- Burleigh 'Castle (No. 575).

window on the east, and an aumbry in the south
wall.
The accommodation and its arrangement, as
just described, represent what is usually found
in a laird's house of the period. In I582 an
outbuilding or range was built in alignment with
the west wall of the tower and ran southwards,
forming the western boundary of a courtyard

old tower, are sufficient to indicate that there
was a third storey which can only have been a
narrow gallery, constructed mainly of timber.
The southern side of the courtyard was bounded
by a three-storeyed building, which also abutted
on the south-west tower. This building was
latterly reduced a storey in height and, finally,
demolished. The entrance to the courtyard, an
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archway wrought with a quirked edge-roll and
sheltered beneath a hood-mould, is situated in
the surviving wall and is surmounted by a space
for an armorial panel. On either side of it
is a gun-hole, and others are formed in the
ground floor of the south-west tower where
shown on the plan; the small circular openings
formed 1n the breasts of the upper windows of
the south-west tower may also be for defence, but
are more likely to have been provided for ventilation and so, strictly to be ' shot-holes' (=shutholes, shutter-holes). At its lower part the
south-west tower is circled but it has a rounded
projection at the northern angle containing a
turnpike which, in a later arrangement, could
be entered directly from the outside, but the
doorway is now filled in. The upper part of the
south-west tower is developed to a rectangular
plan for simplicity in roofing. The gables finish
in skew-stones and not in the more usual crowsteps. The north skew-put bears the date 1582
on its upper surface, and on the lower part is a
shield accompanied by the initials S.LB. and
M.B., evidently representing Sir James Balfour
of Pittendreich, who died in 1583, and his wife
Margaret Balfour, heiress of Burleigh. The
shield bears: On a chevron an otter's head
erased, in base a rose, for Balfour of Burleigh.
The rose is a difference for Burleigh and is
represented on the south-east skew-put.
The transe (Fjg. 476) which passed beneath the
western range and gave access to the enclosure
has not been vaulted; the remains of the range
are so fragmentary that no details of its arrangement can be given. The south-west tower was
originally entered, as at present, from within
the enclosure. The entrance opens at the foot
of the turnpike. The lowest chamber, which is
irregularly shaped and is covered with a vault,
is entered through the stair-well. It is provided
with a sink and locker, and is lit only from the
four gun-holes looking out towards the southeast, south, west, and north - west. The
embrasures 'are fitted for gun-mountings, two
of which remain, though greatly decayed. The
stair now rises to the first floor only, where the
chamber is pentagonal in shape and has a late
fireplace on the east with a locker on each side
of it; in the back of the southern locker is a
gun-hole. There are windows to south and
west with 'shot-holes' in their breasts, and
on the north-west is a close garderobe. Near
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the west window is another locker. The chamber on the second floor is very similar, and the
windows have 'shot-holes' in their breasts.
On its two upper floors this tower has communicated with the contemporary range which
formerly enclosed the courtyard on its southern
side.
xviii S.W. 20 June 1928.
CAIRN.

576. Cairn, Cairnavairn Burn.-This cairn
o
es a commanding position, 982 feet above
sea-level, on the west side of the public road
from Milnathort to Stronachie Distillery and
about a quarter of a mile to the south of the
latter place. It was greatly denuded, many years
ago, as the result of excavations, when a cist
with an urn, containing human bones and an
implement of bone, is said to have been discovered. A large portion of the structure has
been entirely removed, and the remainder so
much disturbed that no reliable measurements
are now possible, but the whole appears to have
been roughly circular with a diameter of about
90 feet. Cf. New Stat. Acct., vol. ix (1839),
p.60.
xvii N.E. 2 August 1927.
STANDING STONES.

577. Standing Stones at Orwel1.-These two
an . g stones (Fig. 19) are situated almost
400 feet above sea-level, on the crest of a slightly
rising ground about 100 yards north of the
roadway running past Orwell farm.
The
western one is a rough, undressed boulder of
hard whinstone with its base set in a packing
of small stones. It faces north and south and
has an inclination to north and east. It is 7t
feet in height, 3 feet 8 inches across the broad
faces, and has an average thickness of about 2
feet with a girth of lot feet at 3 feet above the
base. There are no markings. The second
stone is 471 feet to the east-south-east and is a
huge, smooth-sided boulder with a somewhat
rounded top. It rises to a height of slightly
over 9 feet above ground, has an average girth
of 10 feet, and is set up with its major axis
almost due north and south. It is undressed
and shows no markings.
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[PORTMOAK.

"
" In the same field stone coffins have occasionally been turned up by the plough; and, about
the beginning of the nineteenth century, the
ground was in many places dug up by the
neighbouring proprietor, when quantities of
bones much decomposed and mixed with charcoal were discovered."l
1 Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xl (1905-6), pp. 293-5.
xviii S:-W I August 1927.
~E::

SITES.

578. Church, Bell's Brae.-The site of this old
c
, formerly the parish church of Orwell,
lies in a secluded burial-ground on the shore of
Loch Leven. All traces of building have disappeared, but in places a considerable mound
marks the foundations. A modern mausoleum
which encroaches on the church site has been
erected at the eastern extremity. The churchyard is so thickly covered with nettles and
undergrowth that no useful measurements
could be obtained. Within it are several 17thcentury tombstones. One of these, a recumbent
stone of 1685, re-used in 1705, bears on each
side of the upper face a late version of a vinescroll pattern and, in the centre, a crudely
carved double-headed eagle displayed.
xviii S.E. I August 1927.

PORTMOAK.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDING.

581 St. Serf's Priory.-On the largest island
on Loch Leven, a low sandy fiat of some 80
acres not farfrom the southern shore, are remains
(Fig. 485), which the masonry and details prove
to represent the oblong chamber of a 12thcentury church, measuring 27 by 19! feet over
walls 2i feet thick. The older masonry is of
thinly jointed ashlar, fairly cubical, laid in
14-inch courses with occasional stones set against
the bed; a double footing returns on three
sides, the northern side having a single footing

10
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III1II111II
FIG.

579. Witch Knowe, Lithangie.
xviii S.W. I August 1927.
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580. Bronze Age Cemetery, Shanwell House.About the year 1884, when improvements were
being carried out near Shanwell House, what
seems to have been a small cremation cemetery
of the Bronze Age was revealed. As is usual in
most cases of similar discoveries, the site of the
cemetery was a natural ridge or hillock of no
great altitude. The burials brought to light as
the result of the excavations yielded, in at least
four cases, urns of the usual cinerary form. They
appear to have been simply set in the soil and
covered over, without any protecting cist. A
thin oval bronze blade with incised ornament
was found in association with one of the
deposits. Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xix (1884-5),
pp. II4- 1 7·
xvii S.E. (unnoted).
20
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479.-St. Serf's Priory (No. 58!).

only. There are traces of an archway in each
end wall. Of these the one on the east gave
access to a chancel, which excavationl has
proved to have been rectangular, with an
internal width of 9 feet and a length of 13 feet
6 inches. The one on the west opened to either
a tower or a nave, a feature which was possibly
an afterthought. This latter arch, 6i feet wide,
has a hollow-chamfered impost not unlike a
common Saxon form. In the south wall are a
small lintelled window, a niche with simple
arch-head, a benatura, and a lintelled doorway,
all of which are secondary. The building has
been converted into a fishing hut or bothy ;
where old masonry has been re-used, it is
indicated on the plan by a cross-hatch.
About 25 yards westward of the church are
the foundations of a large rectangular structure,
measuring 83 feet 2 inches by 22 feet 8 inches
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within walls over 5 feet in thickness. Its
character is indeterminate. ·
Excavation revealed burials south and west
of the chap~l, while within the chancel, which
had been divided into four compartments by
thin stone walls, there were found nine complete
skeletons. I
•
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Brude, the last king of
the Picts (d. 843)" is said to have given the island
of Lochleven to God and Saint Serf and the
hermit Culdees dwelling and serving God there.
Thereafter the Culdees granted their ground to
Fothath, Bishop of St. Andrews, in return for
the provision of food and clothing, Ronan
being then" monk and abbot." This transaction -is to be dated about 950 A.D. At a later
date Macbeth and Gruoch, " King and Queen
of Scots" granted Kirkness to the Culdees of
the island; Maldunus, Bishop of St. Andrews,
gave them the church of Markinch; Tuadal,
the church of " Sconyn " (Scoonie) on the west
side of Largo Bay; Queen Margaret the" vill "
of Balcristie, in the parish of Newburn, which
is to be interpreted as an annual rent; Modach
(?Fothath), bishop of St. Andrews, the church
of "Hurkenedorath"; Ethelred, son of Malcolm and Margaret, Ardmore (now Auchmoor)
at the east end of Loch Leven; and King Edgar
(lo97-II07) "Petnemokane" near Kirkness.
About II50 King David granted the island to
the canons of St. Andrews that they might
establish the canonical order there and expel
those Culdees who should refuse to ·conform. 2
Two or three years "later, Bishop Robert conferred the "Abbey"* on the Priory of St.
Andrews.3 The grant included sixteen books,
four of them service-books, which formed the
library of the island Priory. The existing
building is probably later than · these transactions. In and after 1395 the prior of St. Serf's
was Andrew of Wyntoun, author of The
Orygynale Cronykil oj Scotland, which was
probably written within the Priory.
I Proc.
Soc. Ant. Scot., xvi (1881-2), pp.
159-68. 2 L1'ber Cartarum Prior. S. Andree
(Bannatyne Club), passim. The grants specified
are recorded in Notitia. 3 Ibid. Cf. Lawrie's
Early Scottish. Charte1's, p. 446.
xxvi N.E. 3 June ·1925·

* 'Abbatiam' in the general sense of 'monastery.'
St. Serf's was strictly a priory.
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Arnot Tower.-At the east ern limit
the parish, It miles east of Scotlandwell, the
ivy-clad ruin of Arnot Tower stands beside the
modern house. The tower dates from the 16th
century and has been oblong on plan, measuring
externally 32~· by 26-?t feet. It is four storeys
high, the basement-only being vaulted, and the
vault, like the outer walls, being built of ashlar.
The windows have chamfered margins, and
those on the upper floors have had seats in the
embrasures. Two later outbuildings have been
reared against the tower walls; the one on the
east is fragmentary, and of the southern one
there remains only the western wall containing
corbels for the support of the first floor.
HISTORICAL NOTE.--David Arnot in the
County of Fife is on Ragman Roll of 1296.1
In the 15th century the family of that name
held the lands of Arnot" in the Sheriffdom of
Fife" from the King as Earl of Fife, 2 but in
March 1507 these lands, including" the manor
or place, tower and fortalice," were incorporated
in a free barony in favour of Walter Arnot,
son and heir of John Arnot of that ilk. 3
] Bain's Calendar of Docts., ii, p. 204. 2 R{'g.
Alag. Sig., s.a. 1429, No. 135. 3 Ibid., s.a.,
No. 3083.
xxvii N.W. 10 June 1927.
DEfENSIVE CONSTRUCTION.

~3. Camp, Benarty Hill.--This si~e is marked
on the O.S. map at an elevation of rooo feet
above sea-level, at the meeting point of the
three parishes of Cleish and Portmoak (Kinross),
and Ballingry (Fife). No very definite structure
can now be identified. There are, however, ·at
the place indicated some remains of an extensive barrier or simple outline of large blocks of
stone cutting off the summit of the hill. The
line is traceable only on the south and southwestern slopes, but, in any case, no artificial
defence would be necessary on the north side,
which is rocky and precipitous. The site is
undoubtedly a strong position for a fort. At
th~ same time the enclosed area is rugged and
uneven, and the barrier, such as it is, would
have afforded but little additional protection
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Ancient and H istorical Monuments-Fife, K inross, rmd Clackmannan .

FIG . 480 .- Stair R ai l, Raith H ou se (p . 182).

FIG. 481.- " Carry ing of th e Cross," W emyss Cast le (p. 285) .

FIG. 482.-Tullibody Bridge (No. 59!).
To fa ce

p. 306.

Ancient and H istorical Monuments-Fife, Kinross, and Clachmannan.

FIG. 483.- Entrance and Oratory, Lochleven Castle
(p.298).

FIG. 484.- Garden-house, Kinross House (p. 299).

F IG. 485.-St. Sed's Priory from the So uth (No. 58I).
To face p. 307.

PORTMOAK.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN KINROSS-SHIRE.

to a community occupying the height. Some of
the boulders are from 2 to 3 feet in diameter
and from 3 to 4 feet in length. The line can be
followed along the outer edge of a shelf on the
south and south-western slopes of the hill, but,
while some of the boulders apparently occupy
their original position, the majority seem to be
scattered about in great disorder. Towards
the east the site is cut off from the adjacent
and higher ridges by a deep gully, which is
itself a strong natural defence. No indication
of any definite break suggesting a line of
approach could be observed. Sibbald quotes
Sir James Balfour (d. 1657) to the effect that
.. nothing remains to be seen now, save the

,
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vestiges of a double trench, which is scarce
noticeable now."l
1 History of Fife and Kinross (ed. 1803),
p.280.
xxvi S.E. 3 August 1927.
SITES.

The O.S. map records sites as under :-584. Monastery.
xxvi N.E.
585. Hospital, Scotlandwell.

xxvi N.E .
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CLACKMANNANSHIRE
ALLOA.
ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.
586. Parish Church, Tullibody.'-The old
church of Tullibody is now a mere shell, the
roof and glazing having been removed as
recently as 1916. It is oblong on plan, measuring
63 feet I inch by 22t feet, and evidently represents the nave of a Romanesque structure
which has been rebuilt in the 16th century, and
subsequently slightly altered and added to.
The walls are ccmplete and, with the exception
of the east gable, which occupies the site of the
chancel archway, they contain much cubical
ashlar. To the north there has been a single
opening, a small 16th-century window, now
built up. The south wall has two doorways
with moulded 16th-century architraves, the
eastern bearing on the lintel a pastoral staff
flanked by the date ANNO 1539. Between the
doors are two lintelled windows, and there is a
third window, which has a mullion, at the east
end of the same wall. Two comparatively
modern windows have been inserted in the west
gable, which is surmounted by a belfry of late
type.
Within the church, beside the western door,
is a built-up benatura, and at the south. end of
the east ga ble is a 16th-century locker. Against
the east gable is the large Renaissance monument of George Abercromby of Tullibody, who
died in 1699. His arms are in the pediment:
Within a bordure engrailed, on a chevron
between three boars' heads erased, a mullet.
Outside the church, some 4 yards north of
the north wall, lies a stone coffin measuring 7
feet in length and 2 feet 9 inches in greatest
width, witli a section of the coped cover on
the top.
cxxxiii S.E. 2 May 1928.
587. Old Parish Church.-In the old churchyard are the remains of the parish church, which
was repaired and enlarged in 1680. 1 All that is

left is the west gable with the bell-tower (Fig. 487)
the latter resembling the tower of the Tolbooth ,
at Clackmannan (No. 607). The church has been
oblong on plan and has had a north aisle. The
!llasonry is of rubble, but the upper part of the
tower is built of ashlar and terminates in a
slated spire of ogival form. On the inside of
the gable a rough niche has been formed to
contain a crudely carved figure, clad in 17thcentury costume, described in an inscription of
a still later time, as ST. MUNGO. 2
1 Stat. Acct., viii, p. 641.
2 Ibid., p. 642.
cxxxix N.E. 26 June 1928.
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
588.AlIoa Tower.-Thetowerof Alloa (Fig. 495)
stands low on the left bank of the River Forth,
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486.-Alloa Tower (No. 588).

but is so lofty that both Stirling Castle and
Clackmannan Tower are visible from its parapetwalk, which rises fully 68 feet above the ground.
The Statistical Account,l indeed, claims that" 9
counties can be discerned from it." It is a very
large, oblong building measuring 621 by 391 feet
externally, and containing four main storeys
and an attic floor. Although its external
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FIG . 490.- Window in Hall of Tower (p . 311 ).

P hoto by R. C. Clayton.
FIG. 489.-Entra nce t o H ouse (p . 31 1).

FIG . 49 I.- Armoria l P a nel. Alloa Museum (N o . 597).

Photo by B. C. Clayton .
FIG.

492 .- Tower a nd H ouse (No. 589).
SAUCHI E TOW ER.
To face

p. 309.
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appearance is impressive, the interior is disap- .
pointing and contains little of interest, as there
has been a considerable amount of alteration
and adaptation.
From such evidence as
remains, it may be tentatively assigned to the
15th century with alterations of the 16th, 17th,
and late-18th centuries. The masonry is of
coursed rubble. The walls, unbroken by intake courses or offsets, rise straight to parapets
flush with the wall-surfaces. Massive rounds
are corbelled out at the angles of the wall-heads
and at the centre of the northern wall. Between
these the parapet wall is crenellated and stepped,
and beside the south-eastern round is a garderobe. Except for the narrow loops which light
the staircase, the windows were inserted or
enlarged in the 17th century. On the eastern
side of the tower there has been a 17th-century
addition, subsequently removed.
The present entrance, a Renaissance doorway
in the north wall with pilasters and entablature,
can hardly be earlier than the late 18th century,
but it probably occupies the position of the
original door. The three lowest floors are
modernised.
Originally, the Hall or first
floor seems to have been vaulted at a high level,
the second floor having apparently been inserted beneath a groined vault of late type.
The mural passages cut in the heavy lateral
walls of the Hall have probably been extended.
The turnpike rising within the south-western
corner, from the level of the first floor, dates
from the 15th century, but has been extensively
altered and repaired.
As the third floor has not been modernised,
some idea can be gained of its original arrangement. It consisted of a single chamber,
measuring 43 by 211 feet with walls up to 101
feet in thickness. Centred in each wall was a
window with seats and a locker in the embrasure.
These windows still remain, but the daylights
have all been enlarged. In the 17th century
other windows were broken out in each of the
side walls, and mock windows were formed on
the north and west to bring the elevations there
into harmony. There is no trace of the original
fireplace; the two fireplaces which remain
were inserted in the 17th century. The east
wall contains a garderobe, which is entered
from the embrasure of the eastern window and
is provided with a seat, vent, lamp-recess, and
window. On the side walls are corbels to
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s'upport the joists of the top floor. The joists
are missing, and the floor which they supported
is now inaccessible. In the 17th century the
small windows in each gable were replaced by
larger windows. There have been dormer
windows · to north and south, but these no
longer exist. The roof is a fine, open-couple
roof of the 17th century.
The battlements are of considerable interest.
As the main walls are unusually thick, the
roundway or parapet-walk is spacious. At the
south-western angle the turnpike rises and
terminates in a conical spire of stone. The
gable skews date from the 17th century. In
each round the platform is raised considerably
above the parapet-walk, and the parapet is
pierced with rectangular loops beneath the
crenellations.
The central round on the
northern wall was presumably set to cover the
entrance. The garderobe next the southeastern round is provided with a lamp-recess,
and its roof formed a look-out or vantage point.
The tower is roofed and entire, but is no
longer used as a dwelling.
HISTORICAL NOTE.- David II granted the
lands of Alloa (terras nostras de Auleway) to
Sir Robert Erskine and, in consequence of the
revocation of 1367, r econferred them in the
following year. 2 Charters by Alexander, Lord
Erskine, are dated at "the manor or castle of
Alway" in 1497, 1505, &c. 3
1 viii (1793), p. 54.
2 Acts Parl. Scot., i,
P.531. 3 Reg. Mag. Sig., s.a., No. 1497 (1584),
No. 712, &c.
cxxxix N.E. 26 June 1928.
589. Sauchie Tower and Old Sauchie House.-

The tower (Fig 492) stands on the right bank
of the River Devon, three-quarters of . a mile
north of New Sauchie. It is a compactly
planned building, virtually unaltered and complete. In detail and construction it closely resembles Rosyth Castle (No. 277) and the wing of
Clackmannan Tower (No. 606), and is obviously
of the same period (d. No. 597). Originally it has
b een enclosed by a barmkin, the remaining part of
which, lying to the west of the tower, has been
embodied in the 17th-century house (Fig. 492)
which superseded the tower.
Almost square on plan, the tower measures
37 feet 10 inches by 33 feet 10 inches externally
and contains four main storeys beneath the
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wall-head. The masonry is unusually good accumulation of soil; the lintel is a large slab,
ashlar work, built in courses 7t to I2 inches in with a span of 8t feet, and is surmounted by a
height and pinned with oyster shells; in places hood-moulding or cornice. To east and south
the courses are broken by rebating and insetting. are small windows with seats and lockers in the
Above the larger windows are rudimentary jambs, and there is another but larger window
relieving arches. The arrises are chamfered at to the west (Fig. 490). It also has seats. The
the voids. The entrance, an archway heavily opening shows the remains of a grille. On the
chamfered and fitted for outer and inner doors, southern side of the embrasure is a vaulted
is in the west wall at ground level. The wall- mural chamber having a service hatch towards
head is surmounted by a plain parapet, still the Hall and a window to the west.
complete in places, borne on separate corbels,
At an intermediate level above the Hall floor
each of two members. At each angle is a round the north wall contains a garderobe entered off
supported on a triple-membered corbel, the the staircase.
lowest member of which is at the same level as
The second-floor chamber is wider than the
the lowest member of the main corbel-course. Hall, for there are no mural chambers on the
Beside the north-eastern round there has been west side, and the inner wall there is accordingly
a latrine on the parapet-walk. A hexagonal set back. The two eastern corners contain
cap-house, terminating in a pyramidal spire, angled mural chambers, the northern one of
emerges above the north-western round to cover which has been a garderobe, while another
the staircase.
garderobe lies at the west end of the south wall.
The entrance opens in a mural lobby, on one The fireplace has a corbelled lintel, like a fireside of which is a porter's chamber, while on place on the second floor 'of Clackmannan
the other is the stair. The basement contains a Tower. The windows look north, east, and
large store-house and a vaulted mural chamber, west, and are provided with seats, and the
the latter within the heavy west wall. The northern window has a basin or sink in the
storehouse is vaulted and beneath the vault breast.
The third floor is of the same size as the room
there has been an entresol floor entered from
the staircase. It is lit from two narrow windows beneath it, but the upper part of the side walls
on the east and has a recess in the south wall, oversails on shallow separate corbels to give
possibly containing a well. The entresol has more room for the parapet-walk above . . The
been lit on the south by a window, now closed only details left at this level are a fireplace, a
up, and on the east by another window still locker, and a built-up window, all set in the
open but incomplete. The south window has south wall. Above the chamber there has been
had seats on each jamb, and there seems to a loft.
have been a large recess on its east side.
The I 7th -cen tury house lies 25 yards to th e west
Between the entresol and first-floor levels, a of the tower. It is oblong on plan and two storeys
long mural chamber occupies the west wall. It high, with a round tower, now truncated, projecthas two lockers to the east and is lit from the ing from the north-western angle (Fig. 492). The
west .by two windows, only one of which is southern end has been replaced by a late cottage.
original. At the inner end there has been a The lower parts of the west wall and tower are
garderobe, subsequently closed by the insertion evidently the remains of a barmkin, which has
of an oven when the chamber became the bake- been protected by a ditch, still traceable on the
house.
western side. In the old walling are three loops,
The first or Hall floor has been screened from circled at head and foot. The upper floor of the
the entrance by a partition of timber set across house is entered from the forestair and porch
the north-western corner. The ceiling has been (Fig. 489). The pediment of the porch is
borne on a continuous corbel-course on each elaborately carved and contains at the apex a
side wall. On the north are a garderobe and a representation of a pelican in piety set in a tree
stone wash-basin with ogival head. The fire- with three chickens below. Beneath this is a
place, with jambs elaborately moulded and panel with the initials A.S. and the inscription
terminating in bell-shaped capitals, lies in th e I . MEIN . WEILL surmounting the date I63I, and
east wall, the bases being buried beneath an a shield supported by two 'wodehouses' or
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wild men who bear scrolls inscribed: dexter
in reversed or 'looking-glass' writing : BY
PROMIS I MADE I RESTORED I VE I BE, and
sinister TO HA[VE A] BLESED ETERNAT[Y]. The
shield is charged with three covered cups, for
Shaw of Sauchie. The pediments of two dormers beside the porch are also carved. The
northern, triangular in shape, is enriched with
scroll-work and bears a rude representation of a
stand of arms or trophy; in the lower part is
the motto: JE ME CONTENTE. The southern
pediment is semi-circular and bears a rude shellornament with the motto EN BIEN FAISANT:
it has a stepped finial carved with a figure
carrying a sickle in the left hand and a sheaf of
com in the right. The east ern skew-puts bear

[ALLOA.

Greenock married the co-heiress of Sauchie,
Mary de Annand, grand-daughter of Sir David
de Annand of Sauchie, who flourished about
1335. 1 James Shaw of Sauchie is witness to a
charter of 9 February 1468-9. 2 H e was" Comptroller to the King."3
1 Scottish Antiquary, x, p. 55.
2 Reg. Mag.
Sig., s.a., No. 98I. 3 Scottish Antiquary, x, p.
58.
cxxxiii S.E. 29 June 1928.
590. Old Bridge, Bridgend.-This bridge (Fig.
64) is scheduled for protectiOn under the
Ancient Monuments Acts and is no longer in
usc. It crosses the Devon about a mile west
of Tullibody, wher e the river is some 50 feet

FIG. 494.-01d Bridge, Bridgend (No. 590).

human heads, and the southern has also the
date 163I. The interior of the upper floor has
been modernised. The lower floor consists of
three vaulted chambers, the northern one opening into the vaulted ground floor of the circular
tower. At one time it also opened into another
structure proj ecting eastward, but this was
removed, and the opening has been closed by a
large kitchen fireplace, which has subsequently
been reduced in size.
Since this account was prepared, the house
has been mostly demolished.
ARMORIAL PANELs.-In Alloa Museum are
preserved two armorial panels from the tower,
though their position there cannot now be
traced. See No. 597.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Sir J ames Shaw of

wide. As the stream, though normally sluggish,
is liable to heavy floods, which, at this part,
overflow the western bank, the bridge ext ends
westward' to cross the flood area. It is thus
of abnormal length, measuring about 442 feet
along the parapets. The roadway is hogbacked and unusually winding, varying from
lIt to 20 feet in width. The parapet is about
5 feet 4 inches in height. The bridge has been
constructed in three sections. The eastern
portion spans the river on two obtusely pointed
arches, each having four stout ribs on the soffit,
but the more east erly arch has been extensively
r epaired. This part dates from the early 16th
century and appears to have constituted the
original bridge; the parapets at the abutments
are everted in the usual manner. There are
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heavy counterforts on the mid-pier and at the
abutments.
Some time before 1616 the bridge had been
extended to the west,4 and at that date included
other two arches, of which one has survived
some 58 feet west of the river, where it spans a
by-pass. This arch is almost semi-circular in
shape but otherwise similar to the river arches.
To the third stage of construction may be
assigned the western end, consisting of two
small arches which are of relatively late date;
one, if not both, of these arches may have
served for the passage of a mill-race.
HISTORICAL N OTE.-The Bridge of Tullibody
was described as the only passage upon the
water of Devon, in the winter-time, from the
shire of Stirling and other places on the west to
the Sheriffdoms of Clackmannan and Fife, or,
conversely, as " the principal pass and road to
Stirling, Glasgow and all the west from Alloway,
Clackmannan, and the shire of Fife. "1 It is said
to have been built by Robert Sibbald, tailor to
King James IV, who made a bridge over the
Teith in 1535, but in the latter case there is an
inscribed panel recording the fact, while at
Tullibody Bridge there is nothing of the kind,
and no authority is given for the attribution.
On 23 January, 1560, when the French were
retiring out of Fife towards Stirling, "William
Kirkcaldie [of Grange] cutt the Brig of Tullibodye," but the French removed the roof of a
parish kirk and made a bridge for their troops
with the material,2 The town council of
Stirling took a special interest in the upkeep
of the bridge. In 1600 Robert Seton, brother
of the laird of Touch, was admitted to the
freedom of that burgh in recognition of the
improving (" beitting") and repairing of the
bridge carried out by him at their request. 3
Sixteen years later, the bridge, now described
as of " four bowis," was again very ruinous and
money was provided by a toll for the necessary
work. 4 By 1663 the two chief arches were
decayed and fallen, and repairs were to be made
by voluntary contributions from the neighbouring presbyteries. Parliament ratified this
arrangement at the instance of Sir Harry Bruce
of Clackmannan. 5 But in 1665 the town council
of Stirling found it necessary to remind the
laird of Clackmannan of his undertaking and to
request him to do something towards the repair
of the bridge. 6 Sixteen years later it could be
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again described as "in a very ruinous and
decayed condition ... some of the arches and
bowes being fallen down," so that unless something was speedily done it would all go to ruin.
To secure the necessary funds a toll was to be
imposed on all using the bridge for the next
nineteen years. 7
1 Acts Parl. Scot., App. vii, p. 97; viii, p.
364. 2 Knox, Historie of the Reformatioun (ed.
1732), p. 203. 3 Extracts from the Records of
the Burgh of Stirling, p. 96. "Reg. Pro Co., x, ,
p. 555. 5 Acts Parl. Scot., App. vii, p. 97.
6 Extracts, &c., p. 249.
7 Acts Parl. Scot., viii,
P·3 64·
cxxxiii S.W. 2 May 1929.
59!. Tullibody Bridge.-This bridge (Fig. 482)
crosses the River Devon, in two segmental arches,
half a mile northward of Tullibody. Above
the central cut-water on the western side is a
17th-century blazon bearing helm and mantling
and a shield parted per pale: dexter, a chevron
between three boars' heads erased, for Abercromby; sinister, a fess between three (?) boars'
heads erased, for Gordon. The width, measured
within the parapets, IS 10! feet.
cxxxiii S.E. 2 May 1928.
m592. No. 25 Kirkgate, Alloa.-Tobias Bauchop,
cason, master builder and architect, who was
onnected with the building of Kinross House
(No. 568) C. 1686 and of the steeple of the Town
House of Dumfries,l C. 1707, built this house
in 1695 for his own occupation. It is oblong on
plan and two storeys in height. The front is
built of ashlar with rusticated quoins, and,
though simply treated, is well proportioned,
while the detail is carefully wrought. The
entrance, centred in the front, has been altered.
The windows have delicately moulded architraves with lugs.
SUNDIAL.-Between the two upper windows
is a fine projecting sundial with a carved top,
borne on a grotesque head. Below the dial a
garland encloses a cartouche bearing the date
1695 and the initials T.B. and M.L.
1 Inventory, Dumfriesshire, No. 127.
cxxxix N.E. 26 June 1928.
593. Dovecot, New Mills Crossing.-On the
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left bank of the river Devon, 700 yards southsouth-east of the old Bridge of Tullibody at
Bridgend (No. 590), is a lat e dovecot, rectangular on plan. It measures I9l by I7l feet
ext ernally . The masonry is of rubble, harled.
There is · one string-course. The flanks are
crow-stepped, the upper part being stepped to
receive an (upstand' in the roof, in which are
entrances for the birds. The entrance, which
faces south-east, has an iron-sheeted door.
cxxxiii S.W. 2 May I 928 .
MISCELLANEOUS.

594. The Cross, Alloa.- The burgh cross now
stands before the municipal buildings. The
base and top are modern, but the shaft is
original. It is octagonal in section and is about
10 feet in height . The capital is moulded and is
ornamented with scrolls.
cxxxix N.E. 26 June I928. ,
595. Bronze Age Burials, Hawk Hill, Alloa.A number of bronze age cists were discovered
near Alloa in I828, and from one of them were
recovered two fine penannular rings of gold,
which are now preserved in the National
Museum of Antiquities. The discovery is thus
described by Sir Daniel Wilson: "The Alloa
gold relics were found alongside of two cinerary
urns, on the top of a stone cist of the usual
circumscribed proportions, in which lay a
skeleton, of great size, and therefore, it may be
presumed a male. Other cists, and, in all,
twenty-two cinerary urns, some of them of very
large size and highly d ecorated, were found in
the same neighbourhood, chiefly on the line
of the old road from Stirling t o Queensferry,
where it skirts the base of Mars Hill."l In I850
another urn, which covered a quantity of burnt
bones, was found at the same place. 2
1 Prehistoric Annals of Scotland, Vol. i, p.
458. 2 Memorials of the Parish of Alloa, by
John Crawford, p. 32.
cxxxix N .E. (unnoted).
596. Cross Slab, Hawk Hil1.-This slab (Fig.
28), is set up on a knoll about 200 yards south
of the main roadway between Alloa and Clackmannan and about midway between the site of
the cairn (No. 600) and that of the stone circle
(No. 60I). It is packed round the base with
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fairly large stones and stands with its broad
faces east and west. A cross of Celtic form is
incised on both sides, the incisions being about
half an inch in depth. On the east face the
shaft is made to spring directly from a base,
without the intervention of a basic line. The
design on the west face is similar, but the shaft
h ere has been almost entirely obliterated by
weathering. The slab is 8 feet in height, 2 feet
7t inches in width at the base, and 9 inches in
thickness. "When the site was examined in
I829, many human bones were found close to
the stone, and at about 9 feet N. of its base was
a stone cist, formed of sandstone flags, which
contained human bones, and was covered with
a flag at each end of which was incised a small
cross of simple form, but evidently cut with
care."l
1 P roc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxiii (I 888-9) , p. I54.
Cf. also Early Christian Monuments, p. 377.
cxxxix N.E. 22 May 1925.
597. Armorial Panels and part of Tomb Slab,
Alloa Museum.-There are two armorial panels
here, each occupying part of a single stone which
has been a segment of the wall of a circular turret .
The first panel, which lies in the galler y of the .
Museum (Fig 49I), is described in the record of
donations as " Stone from S.E. Turret of Sauchie
Tower bearing the arms of the Shaws of Sauchie
probably those of Alexander Shaw circa I5II."
The shield is supported by two angels and is
charged: Three covered cups, with a st ar
between the upper two.
The other panel, also recorded as being from
Sauchie Tower, lies in two pieces in the garden
of the Museum. It represents the Royal Arms
of Scotland on a shield supported by two
unicorns.
Beside the last is the top right-hand portion
of a I5th-century tomb-slab with an incised
margin. A small cross patty is incised within
a circle at the corner remaining. A sword, with
depressed quillons and a dagger on its dexter
side, is incised within the margin, but both
designs are incomplete.
cxxxix N.E. I7 April 1930.
SITES.

598. The Lady's Well, Tullibody.- This well
lies about a quarter of a mile to the west of the
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old church at Tullibody, but has no features of
special interest. It is 4 feet in diameter, but is
so much filled up with stones and debris that it
is now not more than 2 feet deep.
cxxxiii S.E. 25 July 1927.

[ALVA.

harled, and the gables are crow-stepped. At
the south-west angle is a turret resting on
corbels and having a quatrefoiled loop aligned
along the south wall of the wing. In the centre
of the main block a vaulted pend or arched
passage, lying between two vaulted chambers,
leads
to a courtyard, now a farmyard. The
599. The Priest's Well, Tullibody.-The site
of the Priest's Well may be seen in the new entrance to the passage is a moulded archway,
portion of the burial ground on the east side the archivolt of which is enriched with the
of Tullibody old church (No. 586). It is marked cable ornament and surmounted by an entablaout on one of the footpaths with a circular ture. On each side of it is a bench, and on one
side a locker.
inscribed slab.
In the southern re-entrant angle is a circular
cxxxiii S.E. 25 July 1927.
stair-tower, now slightly reduced from its
original height, and in the re-entrant angle
600. Cairn, Hawk Hill.- The site of the cairn
opposite there has been a forestair, rising to a
at Hawk Hill lies about 100 yards to the southmoulded doorway, still in situ, on the first floor
south-east of the lodge gate. The position is
of the main block. On the lower part of the
marked by a setting of young trees, but the
east or inner face of the main block is a moulded
ground has been under cultivation, and no
string with eight cannon-shaped spouts.
definite outline of any structure can now be
HISTORICAL N OTE.-The house was burnt in
traced. A few loose stones of no great size,
August 1645 by the Marquis of Argyll and the
lying scattered about in the immediate neighCovenanting army as they followed in the track
bourhood, are the only sign of the former existof the Marquis of Montrose l to suffer defeat at
ence of a cairn.
Kilsyth. It then belonged to the Earl of
cxxxix N.E. 25 July 1927.
Stirling, but, as the result of a process of
"apprising," the lands and "manor-house"
601. Stone Circle, Hawk Hill.-This circle became in 1648 the property of" General Major
occupied a site immediately behind the lodge Howburne," or Holborne, a commander in the
at the eastern extremity of the same policies army of the Covenanters. 2 The Holbornes held
as the cairn (No. 600). It was, we are informed, Menstrie till 1719, when the estate was sold to
entirely removed about ten years ago.
Alexander Abercromby of Tullibody.3
cxl N.W. 25 July 1927.
1 The Memoirs of Bishop Guthrie (ed. 1747),
p. 193. 2 MS. General Register of Sasines, lx,
f. 200. 3 Logie, a Parish History, by R.
ALVA.
Menzies Fergusson, ii, p. 172.
cxxxiii S.W. (unnoted). 2 May 1928.
SECULAR BUILDING.
MISCELLANEOUS.
602. Menstrie Castle.-The remains of "the
house of Menstrie " stand on the southern side
603. Alva Church: (I) HERALDIC AND INof the village, and one portion of it is still in- SCRIBED STONEs.- Into the west gable of the
habited. The building (Fig. 496) evidently dat es modern parish church is built a stone bearing
from the early 17th century, and has originally the Bruce arms. On the upper part, flanking
consisted of a main block, lying north and south, the shield, are the date 1631 and the initials
with a wing running eastward at either end. A.B., for Alexander Bruce, who built the
Only the main block and the south wing have predecessor of the present church in that year.l
survived. These have apparently been of three Above the western entrance of the church is
storeys throughout, but the wall-head of the inserted a lintel inscribed, REMEMBER I TO.
main block is slightly higher than that of the KElP HOL[Y] THE. SABBOTH . DAY 1637.
wing, the uppermost windows of which are
(2) BELL.- The bell, now inaccessible, is said
therefore dormers. The masonry is of rubble, to be inscribed: "They who me giveth ar
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David Jenkin William Bell to Alva Kirk cursed
The oldest portion is the lower half of the
be that wretch who me preventeth from sacred north end (Fig. 500), which is part of an oblong
use or else doth selP Anno 1633." The tower dating probably from the late 14th
measurements are said to be 20t inches high \ century. The only entrance was on the first
floor. If the original walls were ever carried
and 17t inches across the mouth.
above that level, the upper part must have been
1 Stat. Acct., xviii, p. 138. The old dedication
was to St. Serf. 2 If, as seems probable, "to destroyed, for from the second floor upwards
Alva Kirk" follows" me giveth" in the original, the existing walls, which are intaken externally,
are undoubtedly the work of a century later
we have a rhyming couplet or quatrain.
\ and contemporary with a wing which was added
cxxxiii S.E. 2 May 1928.
on the south side, making the building L-shaped
on plan with a re-entrant open to the southSITES.
west. As a new kitchen was provided in the
604. Standing Stones, near Alva Church.- wing, the old kitchen, which had occupied the
These stones, which are referred to in the New first floor of the original tower, was remodelled
Statistical Account, vol. viii, p. 184, no longer as a Hall. A turnpike, rising from the ground
exist.
level to emerge in the new kitchen, was
cxxxiii S.E. (unnoted). 26 July 1927.
formed at the re-entrant angle, partly in the
new wing and partly in the old tower, in
605. Prehistoric Burial, Alva Glen.-On the place of the original forest air or ladder. The
24th December 1914 the remains of a human wing was carried to its present height, one
skeleton, which had been buried in a natural storey above the tower, and was provided with
cavity in the rock, were uncovered in a quarry a parapet and walk similar in detail to the
at the mouth of Alva Glen. A detailed report embattlement of the main block, an arrangeis given in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xlviii (1913-14), • ment which was subsequently altered in favour
pp. 196-200.
of the present superstructure.
cxxxiii N.E. (unnoted).
In the 17th century the entrance was transferred from .the west wall of the wing to the
east and was sheltered by the formation of a
forecourt. At the same time a passage or transe
CLACKMANNAN.
leading from the new entrance was cut through
the
wing from end to end, the lower part of the
SECULAR BUILDINGS.
turnpike, which had been inserted at the second
606. Clackmannan Tower.-This is one of the stage, being demolished to make way for it,
most interesting towers included in the present while on the first floor what had been the stairInventory, inasmuch as it is structurally com- well was flagged over and transformed into a
plete and in good preservation (Figs. 499, 500). passage. To replace the turnpike, a handsome
It stands at an elevation of 195 feet above sea- new stair of scale-and-platt type was built at
level on ~ing's Seat Hill, a prominent ridge the south-west end of the transe, thus filling in
between the - Ochils and the Forth, and looks the re-entrant angle. This stair, like its predown on Clackmannan from the west. While decessor, rose to the first floor only. Against
the hill is nowhere very steep, the incline is the north wall of the old tower an outbuilding,
.gentlest on the east, and the approach is from now entirely removed, was erected at some time
that quarter. The summit has been levelled unknown. De Cardonnel's view taken in 1788
and, probably at a late period, an area of about represents the tower and the forecourt as
) an acre has been enclosed as a garden by a wall standing on a mound with a ditch in front.
that has now disappeared. On the southern While the view is inaccurate in certain details,
\ light traces of the ditch are still to be seen in
side are traces of a garden terrace; while a
ront of the forecourt. In the first and second
short, Wid\latform lying immediately south
stages
of development there was a barmkin on
of the ho
was probably a bowling green.
.
The buildi g stands at the eastern end of the the west.
The masonry of the original building is of
. site.
_
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495.- A lloa Tower (No. 588).
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496.- lVIenstrie Castle (No . 602).

497·- Clackmannan Tower, Parapet (p. 318).

498.- Garlet (No. 609).
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squared and coursed rubble of grey freestone
in courses about lot inches in height, built
without pinnings, and that of the main extension is of ashlar, warm in colour, built with
oyster-shell pinnings. The north tower shows
traces of a heavy splayed basement-course on
each wall except the north, where the course
may possibly have been removed when the
outbuilding was erected. There is an intake
course on the walls of the tower above firstfloor level. On the front or eastern side of the
wing is a small splayed basement-course. The
east entrance is a Renaissance archway with
cornice and pediment but has been reduced in
size at a later time. At a high level is a garderobe projection, which clearly belongs to the
second stage, as it is nearly, though not immediately, above the third-stage entrance.
The north tower contains four storeys beneath
the wall-head. The parapet has oversailed on
spaced corbels of two members' built without
machicolations. The north-eastern angle bears
the remains of a round, which has been balanced
at the north-western angle by the cap-house;
at the south-western angle there is a round
complete and in good preservation. The wing
I is five storeys in height, and the corbelling of its
parapet in its present form, although it is, as
already explained, later in date than that of the
tower, is machicolated and of an antique type
(Fig. 497). On the north side a vestige of the
early corbelling can still be seen.
The transe passes through the wing and has
an archway at either end; both archways have
undergone reduction. North of the transe lies
the old tower, but its wall is concealed behind
a facing inserted 'later and carrying the floor
above the passage. On the south is a small
chamber, out of which opens a closet formed in
the west wall of the wing. At ground level no
trace remains of the turnpike. The scale-andplatt stair rises to a half-landing against the
gable, and here an opening has been broken
through the west wall of the wing to give access
to a vaulted entresol chamber, which at one
time extended as far as the wall of the north
tower but was reduced to its present dimensions
when the transe was formed: This chamber
was lit from south and east, and the windows
have seats in the embrasures. The fireplace,
set in the gable, has been built up. The stair
rises from the half-landing, past a quarter-
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landing, to a doorway with a boldly moulded
architrave, inserted in the west wall of the wing
and giving access to the chambers on the first
floor through the passage which took the place
of the well of the old turnpike. The main stair
continues past this door to a chamber that
formerly lay above the lower part of it.
The first~floor chamber of the wing is vaulted
and was built as a kitchen. Its northern side
is the old outer wall of the north tower,
and this contains the original entrance set
beneath the intake. The doorway has a segmental head, and the margin is sunk-chamfered
and filleted. In the gable is a large fireplace
with a small window in the back. To the east
is a window widened in the 17th century and
having a large locker in the south jamb and a
gardero be in the other. Another window in the
west wall has been filled in; both jambs contain
lockers. At the north end of the room a loft,
probably for storage, has been formed beneath
the vault.
The vaulted chamber on the first floor of the
north tower, into which the original entrance
opened, was built as the kitchen and had a
kitchen fireplace to the west and a sink on the
east; but. when the new kitchen was provided
in the wing, the sink was turned into a press,
while the original fireplace was removed and
replaced by one with elaborately moulded
jambs and bell-shaped capitals and bases of
16th-century type. The chamber had now
become the Hall. A window looking south was
widened externally, probably to light the dais;
it was latterly reduced in height and finally
built up. The window looking south-east was
widened in the 17th century. Off the embrasure
is a .mural chamber th~ entrance to which is set
5f feet above the floor, an arrangement already
noted in a kitchen in the early part of Linlithgow Palace. * A large recess has been formed in
the north wall, evidently to contain a 16thcentury dresser or buffet. On either side of the
recess was a small window. The western one
has been closed, but in its embrasure is the
entrance' to a staircase belonging to the first
stage, a narrow turnpike, which has a slight
corbelled projection within the chamber. This
stair continued to be the only access to the
uppe . floors, although there is nothing to
indiclte why it was retained, when so much
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FIG. 502.-Window, Clackma nna n T ower (p . 319).

Pltotos by B. C. Clayton.

FIG. S03.- Third Floor, Castle Campbell (p. 324)'

FIG. S04.- F ireplace, Cla,ckm a,nn an Tower (p. 3 19).
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FIG. 505.- From the North-East.

FIG. 506.- From the South-vVest.
CASTLE CAMPBELL (No. 615).
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else was rebuilt. Not only is it narrow, but its
position is most inconvenient. It would have
been a simple matter to continue the other
turnpike, which was properly planned, above
the first floor.
So far no mention has been made of the lowest
storey of the north tower, because originally
the only access to it was from the chamber last
described. In the floor of that chamber there
is a large hatch, now closed, and, 9pening off
the embrasure of the southern window, there is
also a narrow service-stair, which turns and
descends behind the fireplace to emerge in the
embrasure of a window in the west wall of the
tower. The stair was partly closed at a later
date, probably when the wing was built, for at
that time a new entrance to the ground floor
was formed in the south wall. At the lowest
level is an oblong, vaulted chamber above which,
but beneath the vault, was an entresol floor of
timber. The enlargement of the west window
to give direct access from outside is of comparatively recent date. The other window facing
east is unaltered. Its daylight is 6 inches
wide and the breast is stepped.
On the second floor of the tower lies a single
chamber, and at this level there is little left of
the original building, except the lower part of a
window, which can be traced in the east wall,
the fiTeplace and window to the south, and the
entrance from the stair. The north and east
windows, the sink, and the locker are of later
date. A door at the south-east angle gives
access through a mural lobby to tlie chamber
in the wing. On this floor the heavy outer wall
of the old tower has been removed where the
new wing abuts upon it, and a thinner partitionwall substituted. Against the inner side of this
partition, that is, within the chamber in the
wing, is a fireplace (Fig. 504), a later insertion
which from its detail may be dated about 1580.
The windows in the wing-chamber look east,
south, and west. They have seats and lockers in
the embrasures (Fig. 502). On the east side of the
room is a garderobe, entered originally from the
chamber and latterly from the mural lobby at
the entrance. The floor above this room has
been borne on a continuous corbel-course.
, The chamber on the third floor of the tower
is lit from east, south, and west, and has a
fireplace in the east wall. The north wall is
hollow and contains a gallery" entered from the

embrasure of the more northerly of the two east
windows and extending as far as the wall of the
turnpike, in which there is a borrowed light
overlooking the stair. This gallery is lit by three
small windows, and at the end, beneath the
borrowed light, is a stone bench. The window
embrasure forming the entrance contains two
small lockers, one having an upcurved head.
The third and fourth floors of the wing are
arranged like the first floor, but their garderobes
are contained in the external proj ection seen on
the east front. The upper garderobe has an
access to the parapet-walk of the north tower.
The top floors of both parts are attics rising
within the parapet-walks. The attic gables of
the north tower are crow-stepped, while those
of the wing have tabled skews. Access to the
wall-heads is by the old turnpike which terminates in a cap-house opening on the east and
south to the lower of the two parapet-walks.
On the east side of that walk is a seat for a
watchman. The higher walk round the parapet .
of the wing is reached from a stair contained
in the re-entrant angle and emerging from a
cap-house bearing a 17th-century belfry.
According to the Statistical Account, 4 the
tower was "surrounded by a moat, with a
draw-bridge, part of which still remains [1795].
Adjoining the tower, stands the old mansion,
the residence of the family, till the direct line
became extinct."
HISTORICAL NOTE.-Robert de Bruce, the
King's "cousin," received from David II in
1365 a grant of certain lands within the sheriffdom of Clackmannan, l and in 1369 the lands of
Rait, Perthshire. 2 In the reign of Robert III
there is a charter grant by Robert Bruce of
Rait and Clackmannan. 3 "Henry Bruce, Esq.,
the last laird of Clackmannan, died in 1772;
and in him ended the direct line of that ancient
family. "4
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., I, No. 193.
288. 3 Ibid., p. 642, No. 1889.
xiv, p. 635.

2
<1

Ibid., No.
Stat. Acct.,

cxl N.W. 27 June 1928.
607. The Tolbooth, Clackmannan. - The
remains of the Tolbooth, which stand in the main
street, consist of the west gable and bell-tower
(Fig. 488). The architectural detail is suggestive
of the 17th century and this is consistent with
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the fact that, prior to the passing of an Act of
Parliament on 5th June 1592, Clackmannan
had no Tolbooth, courts of justice being h eld
at the Burgh Cross. The masonry is rubble.
The gable has back-set quoins, while the quoins
of the tower are rusticated. The tower terminates in a slated spire, ogival in form and
similar to that on the tower of Alloa Church
(No. 587).
cxl N.W. 27 June 1928.
608. Houses, Clackmannan.- (I) Above the
entrance to the two-storeyed tenement at the
junction of High Street and Kirk Wynd is
an oval panel enclosed by a garland. It is
quartered and bears the date 1702 with the
initials T.T. and M.C.
(2) No. 41 MAIN STREET.- This is a plain
two-storeyed house facing the street. The
lintel of one of the lower windows is inscribed
16 . T H . K P . 80, while another lintel is dated
1730 and bears initials, seemingly R.P.
(3) THE ROYAL OAK HOTEL, standing at the
corner of Main Street and Port Street, is an
L-shaped house of two storeys dating from the
late 17th or early 18th century. The masonry
is of rubble, harled. The north gable is curvilinear. The windows are back-set and chamfered, and the entrance has a moulded margin.
cxl N.W. 27 June 1928.
609. Gar1et.~Beside some cottages a quarter
of a mile east of Kilbagie Station there is a
17th-century laird's house of pleasing proportions (Fig. 498). It is 0 blong on plan measuring
externally 41 feet 8 inches by 19 feet 4 inches,
and is two storeys and a garret high. The
central portion of the front, which is set
slightly forward, is corniced above the entrance
and t erminates in a gable. Between the two
central first-floor windows is a space for a panel
which has, however, been removed to Kennet
House. The masonry is of rubble, harled;
voids, wall-heads and quoins have dressed
margins. The main gables are crow-stepped
and the roof is pantiled. The entrance is a
moulded doorpiece with lugged architrave. The
back elevation is concealed by 'outshots.' On
the west gable is a mutilated gate-pier of
Renaissance design.
cx! S.W. 20 March 1928.

610. Dovecot, Kilbagie .-At each of the two
western angles of the wall enclosing the Forth
Paper Mills, at one time a distillery, are two
ruinous circular towers of indeterminate date,
the southern of which is provided with nests for
use as a dovecot. On the lintel of the entrance
are the initials W.D.B. and the date 1859.
cxl S.W. 20 March 1928.

MISCELLANEOUS.
611. Burgh Cross.-The cross (Fig. 488) stands
in the main street beside the Tolbooth. Although
the stepped base has been renewed, the shaft is
original. It is 9 feet 6 inches in height and is
octagonal in section, measuring I I inches in
diameter. The capital is moulded and has on
the east side a shield enclosed by swags and
bearing a saltire and chief, for Bruce. A
second shield, carved on the west side, has
apparently been similarly charged, but is now
very weatherworn. The ball finial on the capital
was removed in 1857, but replaced in 1897.
cx! N.W. 27 June 1928.
612. " Clack-Mannan."-This is an irregular,
roughly tapering block of whinstone measuring
9 feet 4 inches in height and 15 feet in girth
near the base, surmounted by a capstone, set in
mortar, Ii feet in thickness, 31 feet in length,
and z! feet in breadth (Fig. 488). The large
ston,e was placed beside the Tolbooth in 1833,
and on it was set the small one, which had
previously lain on the ground close by the old
town cross" alongside of the old jail and courthouse."l The first part of the name appears
to be the Old British or Welsh form clog and
not the Gaelic cloch or clach, both words having
the meaning "stone." "Mannan" or, more
properly, M anann is the genitive case of M anau,
the ancient name of the district round the upper
reaches of the Firth of Forth, and appears also
in Slamannan, a parish in south-east Stirlingshire. 2 In some 12th-century charters, however,
the name is " Clamanec " or " Clacmanet."3
I Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxiii (1888-9), p. 160.
Watson's Celtic Place-Names of Scotland, pp.
55, 103. 3 Lawrie's Early Scottish Charters,
Nos. clvi, clxxxviii.
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natural formation, but roughly cut steps have
been found beneath the debris that now fills it,
The O.S. map shows sites as under : and it would provide a short but dangerous
route
to the summit. The path proper keeps
613. King's Seat.
the outer side of the ravine and ascends the
cxl N.W.
mound on the north. At the point where it
begins to rise, there are re-entrants, which seem
614. Mary Bridge on site of Queen Mary's to be natural.
Bridge.
The buildings do not occupy the whole of the
cxl N.W.
available ground on the top. Towards the
south there are the remains of a garden with
broken ground beyond, and beside" Kemp's
DOLLAR.
Score" is an archway, evidently not of great
antiquity and apparently built to shut off a
SECULAR BUILDING.
small oval area with almost perpendicular sides.
The castle attained its present form by a
615. Castle Campbell.- Thiscastle, once known process of gradual development. The third
as Castle Gloom, stands nearly a mile north of quarter of the 15th century saw the erection of
Dollar on a spur of the Ochils at the head of a deep, the oblong tower which stands at the northdensely wooded glen (Figs. 505, 506). Its actual eastern corner of the present enclosure. It was
site is a rocky mound, rising precipitously from self-contained but was evidently designed for
the deep ravines formed by the swift, tumbling attachment to a barmkin. Whether any part
burns of "Care" and " Sorrow," which unite of the barmkin remains is not quite certain,
below the castle and continue down the glen but the tower itself is structurally the most
as the Dollar Burn. Bank Hill and Gloom Hill complete of the castle buildings. In the 16th
rise on either side to elevations of II28 and 727 century the present enclosure was built, and the
feet respectively, and behind-that is to the living accommodation of the castle increased
north-are the more considerable heights of by the provision of ranges of building against'its
Saddle Hill (1633 feet) and Hillfoot Hill (1337 south and east walls. At the close of the 16th
feet). Despite the melancholy sound of so or at the beginning of the 17th century the
many of the names the castle is a pleasant eastern range was altered, an incidental result
place, lying open to the sun and having a of the alteration being to improve the means of
magnificent outlook southwards over the Forth communication within the tower, while some
work was also done on the south range and on
and the plain beyond and around it.
The mound is less steep on the north, and it the wall of enclosure. To the same period may
is from that side, therefore, that the castle is be assigned the existing gateway to the courtnormally approached. The old way from Dollar yard, on the western side of which a one-storeyed
was by a track which crosses the shoulder of building was built against the outside of the
Gloom Hill and joins a road running through wall. Of the last addition, however, few traces
+l:J.e hills from Glen Devon, just before the latter have survived.
As castle and enclosure extended across the
reaches the castle. The more usual access,
however, is by a modern path which runs full width of the site, the only access to the
directly up the glen. Immediately above the garden and the ground beyond it was from
neeting of the streams and just beyond the within the courtyard through a vaulted transe
Glencairn Bridge, where the burn of Sorrow is passing under the southern range. The garden
;rossed, the cliff forming the southern boundary dates from the 16th century. It is equal in
of the site is rent by a great fissure, called width to the enclosure and stretched 22 yards
, Kemp'S Score or Cutt."* This is mainly a south of the main outer wall. It is now enclosed
by a low roughly-built wall, in parts broken and
* "From its having been made by one of that ruinous, which terminates at the south-eastern
::lame; who is said to have been a man of gigantic
;tature and strength, etc." (Stat. Acct., xv, p. I68 angle in the remains of a small circular tower
of indeterminate date, having a diameter of
.'l'ote.) A" kemp" was a folk-name for a giant.
21
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8 feet 2 inches within -walls 2 feet 3 inches
thick.
THE TOWER.-The tower (Fig. 506) stands on
an outcrop of rock at the highest point of the site.
- Oblong on plan, it measures 42i feet by 30t feet
over walls 7t feet thick, and rises to a height of
59!- feet. Three of its four storeys are vaulted,
the uppermost of the vaults being of a later
time than those below. The masonry consists
of an outer and inner casing of squared ashlar,
built in courses 10 to I I inches in height, with a
core of whinstone rubble. The chamfer is the
only moulding employed on the dressings of the
voids. The roof is flat, .but it cannot be quite
certain that it had this form before the insertion
of the top vault. The low parapet is on the
same vertical plane as the walls and is borne on
separate corbels, some of which have originally
been destined for use elsewhere. At the angles
of the building. are open 'rounds' supported
on continuous corbelling which runs below the
course of separate corbels. Gargoyles once
projected from the face of each' round,' and
there appear to have been three others on the
west parapet, but to-day only the one on the
north-western 'round' survives in a fairly
complete state. It is open to question whether
the parapet, corbel-course, and' rounds' are
original features.
There are two entrances to the tower. The
first is in the west wall. It was originally on
ground-floor level, but its threshold was
lowered some 3t feet in the process of cutting
away the rock in order to provide an even surface for the erection of the courtyard buildings.
The second is in the south wall at first-floor
level. It was originally reached by a forestair,
either of wood or of stone, which was removed
about the end of the 16th or the beginning of the
17th century when its place was taken by a
new turnpike.
The ground-floor entrance, which has a semicircular head, has been fitted with two doors,
the outer opening outwards, the inner inwards.
It admits to a mural lobby, on the left of which
a small service-stair rises to the Hall above,
while in front is a doorway with a pointed arch,
leading into a single chamber, walled in squared
ashlar and ceiled with a barrel-vault. In the
south wall of this room there have been two
narrow loopholes, of which only the one on the
west remains, the other having been converted
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into a door, giving access from the foot of the
new turnpike.
The first floor is occupied by the Hall, which
is also vaulted. The entrance at the south-east
was partly rebuilt when the new turnpike was
formed. In the thickness of the wall on the
east side of it lies a prison with a ' pit' below,
the latter reached by means of a hatch and
provided with a flue for ventilation. The Hall
fireplace, with plain jambs and arched head
surmounted by a chamfered cornice, is set in
the east wall, and beside it but, high up, is a
small window. There is a similar window in the
opposite wall. The chamber, however, was
mainly lit from a window looking south, the
daylight of which was enlarged in the later
16th century. In the north wall are the remains
of a buffet with an ogival head, the head and
the jambs being wrought with a quirked edgeroll. At the north-western corner is the entrance
to the straight service-stair which rises from
the ground floor, while at the south-western
corner is a turnpike, which was the original
access from the hall to the upper floors and
roof. This second stair went out of use and its
steps were removed when the turnpike of
c. 1600 was constructed, the latter giving direct
access to all floors both of the tower and of the
addition of which it formed part.
The second floor is not vaulted, and the joists
of the ceiling are carried on moulded corbels,
which are unusually deep though they project
but slightly. The present entrance is from the
new turnpike, and has been cut through the
end of a small lobby in the south wall which
previously led to a garderobe built in the southeast corner. The opening into the garderobe
was now blocked and a new one formed in the
east wall. The original entrance, which is set
in the west wall and which is checked for double
doors, communicated with the old turnpike
through a mural lobby. Here, and on the floor
above, the stair encroaches slightly on the area
of the room. The fireplace is in the north wall.
The jambs have a quirked edge-roll with fillet
and are original, but the segmental head, bearing
a bead and quirk, is a later addition. The east
side contains a locker checked for a door.
There are two windows. The one on the west
is small and has a raking rear-arch. The other,
facing south, is large, its daylight having been
widened and heightened in the late 16th century ;
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its rear-arch is semi-circular, and originally
there were seats on each side of the embrasure.
A ' dog-legged' garderobe, containing a seat
with its vent and a slop sink or urinal, lies
beside the fireplace in the thickness of the north
and east walls.
On the third floor an entrance has been broken
from the new turnpike through the thin wall of
a mural chamber. This tiny chamber is ceiled
with a pointed barrel-vault and has a small
window, which now opens into the staircase.
The main chamber, which occupies the full
extent of the third floor, is ceiled with an
elaborate barrel-vault with surface-ribs of
three members (Fig. 503). On the under surface
of the vault are carved two grotesque masks' of
Renaissance type, with mouths open, probably
for the suspension of lamp - chains. Corresponding as they do to those occurring in some
of the courtyard buildings, these details show
that the vault was inserted in the late 16th or
early 17th century. The chamber has been welllighted from three sides. Originally there was
a window on the south. This was built up
when the vault was constructed, and to replace
it a new window was cut through the north wall.
An original window, provided with a seat,
remains in the east wall and what was once a
similar window in the west wall has been enlarged in the 16th century. The jambs of the
fireplace, which is in the east wall, have moulded
capitals, but the pier supporting the lintel is
modern. A' dog-legged' garderobe occupies
the north-eastern angle, and in the southwestern angle is the old turnpike.
ENCLOSURE.-The enclosure is entered from
the north. On this side the outer wall is just
high enough to receive the roofs of the onestoreyed lean-to buildings which stood against
it within the courtyard. The entrance, dating
from the later 16th century, or the beginning of the century following, has an external
projection and is protected by a ' gun-hole' on
each side. The gateway has a semi-circular
head, jambs and head being wrought with a
bold, quirked edge-roll, and an unusually large
bar-hole. It opens into a transe, covered with a
segmental vault of ashlar and provided on the
east side with a bench and a locker. On the
west side is the original doorway into the lean-to
which fills the south-western angle of the enclosure. There was a lean-to on the east side
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of the entrance also, but this has been demolished and replaced by a modern structure.
The wall continues low for some distance along
the west side of the enclosure, but it rises at the
southern end where it becomes the gable of the
south range. On the south and on the east
the walls of the enclosure are at the same time
the back walls of buildings containing several
storeys, and they are therefore high. That on
the south has been surmounted by a parapetwalk and has had a 'round' at either end.
The walk has been continued across the east
gable of the south range and probably ran the
whole length of the east wall, but the alterations
have been so considerable as to leave no trace
of its presence. The masonry of the enclosurewalls is of rubble. That on the north has a
chamfered base-course, while that on the south
has two chamfered offsets not far from groundlevel. The upper of these offsets returns round
the head of the transe which gave access to the
garden.
The south range, which is now ruinous,
occupied the full width of the enclosure and
has been three storeys and a garret in height.
Moreover, the ground here falls away both to
the west and to the south, and some excavation
has been necessary on the courtyard side of the
range, to secure a level foundation.
The
excavated area has been roofed in, forming a
corridor outside the two lower floors. This
terminates at each end in a turnpike rising
approximately from the level of the courtyard,
which, however, at the east is midway between
the ground - floor and the first - floor of the
building. Above the entrance to the western
stair is a 'saving' lintel, bearing three shields,
but any charges these may have displayed are
now entirely obliterated. The upper part of the
stair-tower takes an octagonal form; on the
side towards the courtyard it contains a space
for an armorial panel. From such detail as
remains, this western stair may be dated to the
late 16th or early 17th century, and the arrangement and masonry of the block which it serves
would suit that time, although the lower part of
the outer wall is perhaps rather earlier.
On the ground-floor of the south range (Fig.
509) are five vaulted cellars-the vaulting of
which, however, may not be original-and the
vaulted transe, which was built to give access to
the garden but is now closed up at the courtyard

32 4

Ancient and H istorical Momtments- - Fife, Him'oss, and Clackmannan,

Photo by B . C. Clayton .

FIG. so8.-From th e Korth -YYest.

FIG. sog.- South Range.

CASTLE CAl\IPBELL (No. 61S).
To face p. 324.

~

<.n

,.,)

u.>

"'"

'ii'
'"'"

FIG. 510.- Loggia or Arcade (p. 325).

Photo by B. C. Clay tall.

CASTLE CAMPBELL (No. 615).

FIG. 51I.-East Range (p. 325).

~
;::

?l

::ii

";ii"'"
.,

;;-

()

;::

~

.,
.,.

'"

ci

>::
~.

.'"

S!;

'11

f

'"

§

;::

c

~

~

,,'

c...'"

~

l'l
;::

.,.

'"~

;l.

DOLLAR.]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN CLACKMANNANSHIRE. [TILLICOULTRY.

end. The cellars have benches on the side walls,
and each has a narrow window looking south,
heavily splayed outside and inside. Above the
rear-lintel of the westmost window a rebated
lintel, brought from elsewhere, has been inserted.
On the first floor there have been four handsome
chambers, lit entirely from the south. The
windows are large and roughly built, and may
therefore belong to a later reconstruction.
Three of them extend to the floor, evidently to
give a view down the glen, the others being
too high to be suitable for this purpose. The
two eastern chambers are provided with garderobes, which have obviously been broken out
in older walling. The upper floors are fragmentary.
The east range (Fig. 5II), which is three storeys
and an attic in height, is fairly complete and is
still inhabited. While the lower part of the outer
east wall is perhaps contemporary with the
outer wall of the south range, the building
against it has been so altered that it may be
considered as wholly of the late 16th or early
17th century. Between the eastern turnpike of
the south range and the tower it presents a
handsome fa<;ade of ashlar, each storey of which
is defined with a moulded string-course, while
the windows have a projecting roll-moulding,
which is uncommon. At the north end is a
spacious staircase, referred to above as the
"new turnpike" and designed to give continuous communication between the floors of
th e tower and to link these up with the floors
of the east range itself. In front of the range
and . connecting the turnpikes, both of which
open into it, lies a loggia or open-sided arcade
(Fig. 510) with segmental arches resting on a
central pier. Its responds have clustered shafts,
alternately keel-shaped and with a fillet, simply
moulded capitals, and bell-shaped bases. Shafts
of this description are usual in 16th-century
ecclesiastical work and are occasionally met
with on the jambs of late 16th-century Hall
fireplaces. The loggia on the east, it will be
noted, corresponds to the outside corridor on
the south. Such external corridors are not
common in Scotland, since they prevent throughlighting, but at Falkland Palace (No. 238) there
is a similar arrangement, dating from between
1537 and 1541.
The ground floor of the east range is entered,
through the loggia, from the well of the later

turnpike. The accommodation here consists
of two intercommunicating cellars, each with a
ribbed barrel-vault, built (as the details show)
at the same time as the top vault of the tower.
Opening off each is a tiny chamber, probably
a close garderobe, projecting outwards from the
main east wall. The upper floors have been
modernised.
DRAW-WELL.-At the north-western angle of
the courtyard is a draw-well, and close at hand,
in the wall of enclosure, is a water inlet.
HISTORICAL N oTE.-Castle Campbell, with
the kirklands of Dollar, was originally held by
the Earl of Argyll in feu-farm from the Bishopric
of Dunkeld. 1 Before 1490 the castle was called
"the Gloume," but in that year Colin, first
Earl of Argyll, secured an Act of Parliament
changing the name to Castle Campbell. 2 In
1645 the Marquis of Montrose, on his way from
Fife to Stirling, burnt "the land of Castell
Gloum, otherways called Castell Cambell. "3
Bishop Guthry records the burning of the parish
of " Dollor " on this occasion by " Maclean and
his people" in the service of Montrose, the
parish" belonging to the marquis of Argyle."4
It is usually said that at this time Castle
Campbell was burnt, but in neither of these
contemporary sources is there a statement to
that effect .
1 Rentale Dunkeldense (S.H.S.), pp. 51-9,
2 Acts
Parl. Scot., ii, p. 222 .
341, &c.
3 Britane's Distemper, by Patrick Gordon, pp.
137-8. 4 The Memoirs of Henry Guthry, &c.,
2pd ed. 1747, p. 191. Mark Napier in his Life
of Montrose, p. 350, affilms the burning of the
Castle, but his only reference is to Guthry.
cxxxiv N.E. 13 June 1928.
TILLICOULTRY.
MISCELLANEOUS.
616. Graveyard, Tillicoultry House.-In a
small graveyard immediately behind Tillicoultry House there are a few interesting tombstones.
(I) A grave-slab, measuring 5 feet II inches
in length by 2 feet 2 inches broad and 6 inches
in thickness, bears the inscription: HERE LYES
THE I CORPUS OF I ROBERT MEIK I LEJOHN
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SKI/NNER AND / BURGIS OF / EDINBURGH / WHO
DEPAIR /TED THIS LYF /THE 28 OF A / PRYL 1651
AND/OF HIS AGE HE / VAS 81. Below the inscrip-

tion is a shield bearing the representation of a
hand or glove, and beneath the shield are the
words: PORTIONER OF ELISTOUN.
(2) Close beside the above stone is a fine
hog-backed monument (Fig. 29), probably
of about 12th-century date. It shows three
rows of a scalloped scale-ornament on each
of its sloping sides and has a plain dividing
ridge, 4 inches wide, along the top. It is
61 feet in length, while the two extremities
are 18 by 15 inches and 16 by I I inches,
respectively. The monument is slightly arched
in the middle.
(3) Another stone is dated 1522. Below the
date are the initials I.M. and I.D. in large letters,
and at the foot is a broad spade. The slab
measures 6 feet 2 inches long by 2 feet 2 inches
wide and is 7 inches thick.
(4) Another recumbent slab of the coped
type has been considerably re-chiselled. It
measures 6t feet in length and is inscribed on
the top with the initials H.D . and I.P. These
initials are probably no part of the original
monument. On one of the sloping sides-that
to the north-there is a broad-bladed sword
with pointed pommel and straight ql1i11ons
beneath what has apparently been a threestepped cross, while on the sloping face to the
south are two similar crosses, of which only the
bases and shafts are now visible. These two
crosses have been set base to base, so that the
shafts extend in opposite directions towards
the two ends of the stone. A cavity, 12 inches
in length, 10 in width, and 8 inches deep, is cut
on the upper face of the stone, at its west end.
cxxxiv S.W. 26 July 1927.
617. Cist Cover, Tillicoultry House.-This
stone formed the cover of a cist discovered
in the sand quarry which now occupies the site
of the stone circle referred to in No. 618. It
was removed many years ago to its present
position at the edge of a footpath near Tillicoultry House. At that time the surface
showed distinct traces of a number of sculpturings, including rings and spirals, but these
designs have become so much weather-worn
that they cannot now be discerned. The stone,
which is of grey diorite, measures 7 feet 2 inches
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in length by 4 feet 4 inches in width and about
2 feet in greatest thickness. A food-vessel, a
cinerary urn, and a number of white pebble3
were recovered from the grave of which the
slab formed the cover, and which was" exactly
where the centre of the circle must have been."
The joints of the cist had been "carefully
packed with clay." Other urns of cinerary
type have, from time to time, been discovered
on the same site, one of them "alongside of
where one of the standing stones seems to
have been." Cf. Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxix
(1894-5), pp. 190 -3.
cxxxiv N.W. 26 July 1927.
618. Enclosure and Ditch, Castle Craig.The Castle Craig, a rocky bluff of the Ochil
Hills, rises abruptly to an elevation of 500
feet above sea-level on the right bank of a
burn at the foot of the Mill Glen near Tillicoultry
On all sides, except at the north-west, it
provides a situation of great natural strength.
The Statistical Account (1795), vol. xv,
p. 214, states: "On the Castle Craig, the
foundations of a round circular building are
still visible." A note to the passage reads:
"Between these and the hills, there has been
a ditch by way of defence. The vulgar tradition is, that the Peychts had a strong fortification in this place."
Unfortunately the constructions have been
much destroyed and their precise character cannot now be settled. Local information is to the
effect that some parts of a detached building,
which formerly stood at the south-eastern edge
of the cliff overlooking the burn, have been removed in recent years by quarrying operations.
This information offers a possible explanation
of the denuded remains that survive at a somewhat higher level. These consist of the lower
courses of a strongly built semi-circular wall,
which nowhere reaches a height of more than
4 feet above inside level and is flush with the
natural ground-level on the outside. The wall
is 12 feet thick at the central segment but
becomes thinner towards the extremities. These
at some later time have been linked together by
a modern dike to form a D-shaped enclosure,
which has its major axis north-noith-east and
south-south-west and measures roughly 95 feet
by 65 feet. W.ithin are traces of dividing
walls and other later constructions. About
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20 feet to the north-west of this strong wall is
the ditch referred to in the Statistical Account.
I t is well defined, and in places has a depth
and width of over 10 feet. Part of it has been
cut through rock. The ditch is closely overlo·oked by higher ground, except towards the
north, where a short stretch has its outer margin
defined by an artificially constructed bank. No
clear indications of an entrance passage could
be observed, but the line of approach was
probably from the west.
cxxxiv N.W. (unnoted). 17 March 1932.
SITES.

619. " Druidical Temple," Cunninghar.-This
site is an elevated ridge of sand and gravel about
half a mile east of the village of Tillicoultry,
on the north side of the public road to Dollar.
A stone circle, measuring about 60 feet in
diameter, once stood here but was completely
removed many years ago, when the stones,
which are said to have been about 5t feet in
average height, were taken to cover a built
drain at Tillicoultry House. The site is now
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used· as a sand and gravel quarry. Cf. Froc.
Soc. Ant. Scot., xxix (1894-5), p . 190.
cxxxiv S.W. 26 July 1927.
620. Cist Burial, Harvieston.-A cist was
discovered at Harvieston about the year 1804,
when the western approach to the house was
being made. It contained a finely decorated
food-vessel 4t inches in height, by 5 inches in
diameter at the mouth, narrowing to 3 inches
at the bottom. With it was a small oval flint
knife, It inches. in length by I inch in breadth,
formed of a flake, with the whitish chalk surface
still covering one side, the other showing the
bulb of percussion, and the edges worked sharp
all round from the inner side of the flake only.
Cf. Froc. Soc. Ant. Scot., xxix (1894-5), p. 107.
cxxxiv N.W. (unnoted).
621. Cairn, at Westertown.-This site is
recorded in the Statistical Account, vol. xv,
p. 214, footnote. It is now covered by the
dwelling-houses of Cairnton Place, Tillicoultry.
cxxxix N.W. (unnoted). 17 March 1932.

GLOSSAR Y
Abacus.-The uppermost member of a capital, resembling the flat slab which it originally was.
Aisle.-Internal division of a church formed by an arcade, usually at the side of and parallel to the nave
or the chancel. Sometimes, in Scotland, of any small building attached to the church.
Alb.-A " white" priestly vestment reaching to the feet.
Ambulatory.~Covered walk, or way round within a building.
Amice.-An ecclesiastical vestment, originally a hood, but now in the form of an oblong square of linen
covering the neck and shoulders, the apparel or embroidered edge of which stands up like a collar.
Angle roll.-See Bowtell.
Annulet.-(r) Small moulding or fillet encircling a column like a ring; (2) A ring (Heraldry).
Apse.-Circular or polygonal termination of a chancel or aisle.
Apsidal.-In the form of an apse (q.v.).
Architrave.-(r) Moulding round a door, window or similar opening; (2) The part of an entablature resting
directly upon the column or pier.
Archivolt.-The under curve of an arch, and so also applied to the mouldings upon the curve.
Argent.-White for silver (Heraldry).
Armoire.-LQcker or small cupboard.
Arris.-The edge or angle formed by the meeting of two surfaces.
Aumbry.-Small cupboard or closed recess in wall.
Banker.-A bench of stone or wood.
Barmkin.-An enclosing wall.
Barrel-vault.-A continuous vault, like that of a tunnel, resembling the interior of a barrel cut in half
lengthwise; in the " pointed" barrel-vault the curved sides form a pointed arch.
Barrow.-An earthen burial mound.
Bartizan or Bartisan.-Battlement.
Bay.-Unit of building between buttresses or piers.
Benatura.-A stoup or basin for holy water.
Bend.-A band running diagonally across the shield from the dexter top to the opposite base point;
when from the sinister top it is known as a Bend-sinister (Heraldry).
Bezants.-Discs or roundels which were gilded (Heraldry).
Billet-moulding.-Properly, an enrichment resembling billets or cylinders of wood spaced at intervals on
the concave surface of a moulding.
Bolection moulding.-A moulding raised above the main surface of the panel.
Bordure.-A margin or border round a shield (Heraldry).
Boss.-Projecting stone at intersection of vault-ribs.
Bougets or Budgets.-Buckets or bags, originally of leather (Heraldry).
Bowtell or Angle-roll.-A rounded edge-moulding.
Branks.-An iron framework for the head with a metal gag, used for the punishment of" scolds."
Broach.-The pyramidal mass of masonry supporting the oblique side of a spire.
Cable-moulding.-A moulding like the twisted strands of a rope.
Cabled.-Having a cable moulding (q.v.).
Cabossed.-When the head of an animal is cut off at the ears and is full-faced (Heraldry).
Calvary.-The steps, generally three, upon which a cross is shown as standing.
Camail.-A hood of mail, protecting the neck and shoulders.
Canons (ecclesiastics).-(r) Priests living under monastic rule, e.g. Augustinian Canons; (2) A grade of
cathedral clergy.
Canons (of bell).-The loops by which a bell is hung.
Cap-house.-The small erection over the top of the stair leading up to the parapet-walk of a building.
Carnarvon-arch.-A straight lintel resting on corbels.
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Cartouche.-An ornate panel, oval, round, or angular, which usually is placed in a pediment.
Cavetto-moulding.-A small concave moulding of one quarter of a circle.
Cellarium.-The western range of a monastic house, containing the store-rooms or cellars.
Cellars.-Used in the medi::eval sense of " store-rooms," not necessarily underground. Cj. No. 206.
Chamfer.-The bevel or surface left by cutting away the angle or arris (q.v.). When the surface is below
the edges it is called a sunk chamfer; when the surface is concave, a hollow chamfer.
Channel-/oints.-Joints in ashlar wrought as channels or grooves.
' Chapter.-The clergy of a cathedral or collegiate church, or the members of a monastic order, acting in
councilor as a body.
Charge.-Any figure borne on the field of a coat of arms (Heraldry).
Chasuble.-Ecclesiastical vestment covering back and front, used in the celebration of Mass.
Checked.-Recessed as for a door or shutter.
Checky.-Divided into squares (checkers) of alternate colours (Heraldry).
Chevron.-A charge of pointed gable form (Heraldry).
Chevronel.-A narrower form of chevron (Heraldry).
Chiej.-The upper third of a shield (Heraldry).
Choir.-Used structurally for the eastern arm of a transeptal church. Strictly it was the internal structure
in which the service was sung, or the part of the church in which this structure was placed, that
being normally, in later times, the east ern division.
Cinquefoil.-(I) See Foil. (2) A flower of five petals (Heraldry).
Cistvaen.-A " chest" -shaped burial chamber composed of upright slabs.
Clear-storey.-A lighting storey or range of windows in the highest part of the nave, chancel, etc., of a
church.
Close.-A courtyard.
Collar point.-The position corresponding to that at which a collar is fastened in front.
Console.-An ornamented bracket of stone or wood.
Contourny.-Said of an animal with its face turned to sinister (Heraldry).
Conversi.-Generally, the manual labourers in a monastic house, spoken of as" lay brothers." In Cistercian
monasteries, however, they were subject to the Rule, like the monks, and had their" choir" in the
nave of the church (cj. pp. 73, 76).
Corbel, Corbel-course.-A projecting stone, usually moulded, to support a superincumbent weight; a
succession of such forms a corbel-course.
Counterchanged or Countercharged.-Having an interchange of colours (Heraldry).
Counter combatant.-Of two animals in a fighting posture, one on each side of a charge (Heraldry).
Counterflory.-See Tressure.
Couped.-See under Erased.
Credence.-A side table or shelf, often in a niche, for the Eucharistic elements before consecration.
Crenellated.-Battlemented; having a parapet of alternate solids (merlons) and openings (crenelles or
kernels).
Crocketed.-Having ornaments, such as buds or curled leaves, on the sides.
Crockets.-Ornaments carved in imitation of curved and bent conventional foliage, used on the sides of
spires, canopies, hood-moulds, etc.
Crosier or Crozier.-A pastoral staff, i.e. one with a crook (crocia) for head, carried by bishops or abbots.
Cross (in Heraldry) :
(I) Cross crosslet.-Originally a cross with limbs ending as trefoils or treble buds, but later a cross
with limbs ending in squarely-cut plain crosses.
(2) Cross flory.-A cross of which the limbs end in fleurs-de-lis, which should spring from a knop or
bud or from the square ends of the limbs. Generally of a cross having such flowered ends.
(3) Cross moline.-A cross in the form of a mill-wheel.
(4) Cross patty (croiz patte, i.e. "pawed," or like a paw).-Strictly, a cross with its arms terminating
directly in a form resembling fleurs-de-lis; usually a cross with expanding arms cut square at the
end, which is also described as a cross-formy.
Cross-loop .-An opening with arms like a cross.
Curtain or Curtain-wall.-A high enclosing wall.
Cushion Capital.-A cubical block having the lower corners rounded.
Cushioned frieze.-A frieze curving outwardly.
Cusps, cusping.-The projecting points between the small arcs of " foils" (q.v.) in Gothic trac~ry, arches,
etc. A surface so treated is said to be cusped or cuspated.
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Damier.-An architectural enrichment of chessboard pattern.
Debruised.-The term employed in heraldry when a bend, fess, or other ordinary is placed across an animal
or other charge, which is then said to be debruised by the ordinary.
Decrescent.-Said of a crescent with its horns turned to sinister (Heraldry).
Dexter.-The right-hand side, opposite to a spectator's left (Heraldry). Also used generally in the same
sense.
Difference.-A symbol indicating a junior branch of a family (Heraldry).
Dog-tooth.-An ornament consisting of a series of pyramidal flowers of four petals; typical of 13thcentury work.
Dorter.-Dormitory.
Double-cube.-Where the height is equal to the width, and the length is twice the width.
Doublets.-A term used in architecture for two similar windows grouped together.
Dripping-eaves.-The uppermost course of a wall when corbelled out to prevent water dripping on the
face.
Drum-tower.-A massive cylindrical tower.
Edge-roll.-A rounded or circular moulding, usually accompanied by flanking fillets (rectangular mouldings) or quirks (q.v.).
Egg-and-dart.-A series of ornaments alternately oval, like an egg, and shaped like the head of a dart.
Engrailed.-Edged with a series of concave curves (Heraldry) .
Ensigned.-Ornamented with a distinctive additional charge (Heraldry).
Entablature.-The parts of a structure directly resting on pillars or columns and composed of architrave,
frieze, and cornice.
Eradicated.-Torn up by the roots (Heraldry).
Erased.-Ragged, as if torn off, as distinct from couped or cut even (Heraldry).
Erminois.-Having a " field" or surface representing ermine (Heraldry) .
Escallop.-A scallop shell (Heraldry).
Fascia.-A long flat surface.
Fess.-A horizontal band across the centre of the shield (Heraldry).
Fillet.-A narrow band on a moulding or separating two mouldings.
Finial.-Ornamented finish on a gable, buttress, pediment, etc.
Fitchy.-Terminating in a point (Heraldry).
Flory.-In the case of a Tressure (q.v .) having fleurs-de-lis on one side only. See also Cross.
Foil (trefoil, quatrefoil, cinquefoil, etc.).-A leaf-shaped curve (of three, four, five, etc., arcs) formed by the
cusping (q.v.) in an opening or panel.
Frater.-The refectory or dining-hall of a monastery.
Fretted.-Having an ornamental pattern consisting of a combination of straight lines joined at an angle,
usually a right angle.
Gaff.-The spar from which a drawbridge was hung of!. chains and by which it was lifted.
Garb.-A wheat sheaf (Heraldry).
Gardant.-Full-faced (Heraldry).
Garderobe.-Medireval,sanitary provision.
Garnished.-Ornamented or " charged" (Heraldry).
Geometric tracery.-Openings composed of regular geometric forms.
Gorged.-Wearing a collar (Heraldry).
Griffe.-A " claw" or spray of ornament on the angle of a base.
Grille.-A projecting arrangement of iron bars.
Groined, Groins.-Having an angular curve formed by the intersection of two simple vaults, the edges of
which are Groins.
Gules.-Of a red colour (Heraldry).
Hauberk.-Tunic of mail armour.
Hood-moulding or Label.-A projecting moulding on the face of a wall above an arch, usually following the
form of the arch.
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Impaled.-Having two coats of arms side by side on one shield divided down the middle; usually that
of the husband impaled with that of the wife (Heraldry).
Impost.-The member of a pillar or pier from which the arch springs. Discontinuous Impost.-Where the
arch mouldings simply die out in the splayed jambs.
Inescutcheon.-A small shield borne within a large one (Heraldry).
Intake.-A setting back of the wall-face.
Ionic.-Of the Ionic order, that is, with volutes or spiral scrolls, but no foliage, at the corners of the capital.
Jamb .-(a) Side of door or window; (b) a wing of a building.
Joggled.-Of stones jointed in such a way as to prevent their sliding.
Jougs .-An iron collar with chain by which delinquents were secured to a post or building.
Jupon .-A sleeveless, tight-fitting, thickened garment worn over body armour.
Label.-(r) A narrow band on the chief of a shield from which hang three or five" points" at right angles
usually borne as a " difference" or mark of cadency (Heraldry). (2) A hood-moulding (q .v.).
Laich or Laigh.-Low (Scots) .
Laminated.-Formed of overlapping plates.
Lancet.-A tall, narrow window with an arched head.
Lucarnes.-An opening in the roof to let in light.
Lugged.-Having an ear (" lug ") or projecting piece.
Machicolations.-Openings between corbels through which missiles or other defensive material might be
dropped.
M aniple.-A Mass vestment cO:J.sisting of a band, originally a handkerchief, hanging from the left arm.
M antling.-A representation of cloth treated as foliage and used to adorn helmets in coats of arms
(Heraldry).
M artlet.-The martin or swallow shown without legs (Heraldry).
Mascle.-A lozenge-shaped figure with open centre (Heraldry).
Memel pine.-Pine exported from the port of Memel on the Baltic.
M erlons;-See Crenellated.
M ezzanine.-A low storey between two main floors of a building.
M onstrance.-An open or transparent vessel for exposing the Host or consecrated bread.
Mullet.-A five-pointed spur-rowel, like a star, but with a hole in the centre (Heraldry).
Mullions.-Upright shafts dividing the lights of windows.
Multi-cubical.-Having an ornament of projecting scallops; characteristic of Romanesque or Norman
work.
Nailhead.-An ornament like a series of square nailheads.
Newel.-The centre pillar in a winding or wheel-stair, from which the steps radiate.
Nook-shaft.-A shaft set in a recess or " nook."
Octopartite.-Said of a vault divided into eight compartments or " severies " (q.v.).
Offset.-The sloping ledge on a wall or buttress where the upper part is set back.
Ogival.-With a double curve-one concave, the other convex.
Or.-Of a yellow colour representing gold (Heraldry).
Ordinary.-Figures of heraldry in ' ordinary' or general use, e.g. chieJ, bend, Jess, chevron, etc.
Oriel.-A window projected on corbelling.
Orle.-A border within the shield at some distance from the edge (Heraldry).
Outshot.-Part of a building built on as an extension.
Pale.--A vertical band down the middle of a shield (Heraldry).
Pallium.-A long mantle, one end of which was thrown over the left shoulder so as to reach the ankle,
while the rest was drawn round the back, under the right shoulder, and across the body, the second
end being draped over the left forearm (cJ. Fig. 390) . It was the Latin name of a characteristic
Greek garment.
Paly.-Divided into vertical bands of alternate colours (Heraldry).
Parpen-'li:all.-A stone partition.
.
Parted.-Of a shield divided down the middle (Heraldry).
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Passant.-Walking and looking straight forward (Heraldry).
Paterce.- Plate-like ornaments.
Pediment.-The triangular or circular part over a window or door; the entablature, etc., of a building.
Pend.-A vaulted passage.
Pilasiers.-Shallow columns on a wall-face.
Piles.-A series of triangular wedge-shaped figures issuing from the top of the shield and pointing downwards (Heraldry).
Pinnings.-Small material used to fill up the interstices of masonry.
Piscina.- A basin with a drain discharging into the thickness of the wall, set in a niche or recess usually
south of the altar, where the chalice was rinsed and the priest washed his hands.
Pit.-A castle prison, usually in the form of a sunk chamber entered through a trap-door above.
Plinth.-(a) The lower member of the base of a column; (b) the proj ecting base of a wall.
Pommel.-The knob at the end of a sword-hilt.
Potence.-A ladder fixed so as to swing round the interior of a dovecot.
Precessional door.-Door by which a monastic procession left the church at the east, and that by which
it re-entered at the west.
Pulpitum.-The screen at the west end of the ritual choir, distinguished by one central door.
Putlog holes.-Openings left in a wall for the insertion of wooden beams.
Quadripartite vault.-A vault divided into four compartments by ribs or groins.
Quatrejoil.-See Foil.
Quillons.-The arms forming the cross-guard of a sword.
Quirk.-A sharp-edged channel as part of a moulding.
Quoins or Quoin Stones.-Dressed corner stones.
Race-band (or bond).-A vertical straight joint in courses of masonry.
Raggle.-A groove cut in masonry to receive the material forming a joint, especially on a wall to receive
the edge of a roof.
Rainure.-A narrow vertical opening to receive the cable and gaff of a drawbridge.
Rake.-The pitch or indication of a roof; the cornice of a triangular pediment.
Rampant.-Of ribs rising from springers not on the same level.
Re-entrant angle.-An angle pointing inwards.
Reredos.-A hanging, decorated wall, or screen of stone or wood at the back of an altar.
Rere-dorter.-The common latrine of a monastic house.
Respond.-Half~pi11ar or half-pier attached to a wall to support an arch.
Retable.-A frame enclosing painted or otherwise decorated panels at the back of an altar.
Retro-choir.-In a monastic church the enclosed space between the Pulpitum (q.v.) and the Rood-screen.
Returns.-Used in architecture when a wall moulding, etc., is continued at an angle, generally at a right
angle, to its previous direction.
Revestry .-Older form of 'vestry,' both for' Revestiary,' the place where' vestments' were kept.
Roll-and-hollow.-A roll-moulding combined with one or more concave mouldings.
Rood-screen.-The wooden or stone screen between nave and choir, on which was a "rood " ·or crucifix.
Roundel or Roundle.-A round disc of different metals and colours (Heraldry).
Rounds.-Turrets projecting from the angles of a parapet walk; used even of turrets square on plan. If
unroofed, called open rounds.
Rusticated.-Applied to ashlar masonry finished with sunk joints and rough surface.
Rybat.-Side-piece of dressed stone in windows, doors, etc.
Sacrament house.-A cupboard or aumbry used for the reservation of the Host.
Saliant.-In the attitude of leaping (Heraldry).
Saltire. - A~St. Andrew's cross (Heraldry).
Sanctuary.-The division of a church in which the High Altar stood.
Scale-and-platt.-Of a stair having straight flights of steps with landings.
Scantlings.-Small beams.
Scarcement.-A narrow ledge formed when a wall is set back.
Scarp, Escarp, Escarpment.-The inner slope of the ditch of a fortified place; any steep slope.
Screens.-A partition either of timber or stone separating the hall from the service space, sometimes
applied to the space cut off; also the low dividing partitions in a church.
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Sedilia.-Seats for the officiating clergy, usually on the south side of an altar.
Segmental.-Of an arch representing a segment of a circle, i.e. less than a semi-circle.
Segreant.-With raised wings as ready to fiy (Heraldry).
Set-off·-See Offset.
Severies.-The divisions of a ribbed vault.
Sexpartite.-Of a vault having six divisions or compartments.
Sinister.-The left-hand side, opposite to spectator's right (Heraldry). Also used generally in the same
sense.
Skew-put.-The lowest stone of the skew or coping of a gable.
Skews.-Stones forming the coping of a gable.
Slype.-A communicating passage.
Soffit.-The under-side of a staircase, lintel, cornice, arch, canopy, etc.
Solar.-An upper room.
Splay.-A surface making an oblique angle with another, being a chamfer (q.v.) on a large scale.
Squinch.-An arch across the angle between two walls.
Stiles.-The vertical members of a frame, into which are tenoned the horizontal members or rails.
Stilted.-Said of an arch rising not directly from the impost but from uprights set upon it; also of bases
set upon under-building.
String-course or String.-A horizontal line of projecting mouldings carried along a building.
Stugged.-Roughly dressed with a chisel.
Sunk-moulded.-Having a moulding below the main surface level. Cf. Bolection moulding.
Sur-base.-A base under the base proper of a pier.
Swags.-Bunches of foliage, etc., shown as hanging from each end.

Tabard.-An upper garment with short sleeves.
Tabled.-Having a smooth, sloping surface of dressed stone.
Tas-de-charge.-A form of construction in which two or more ribs or arches instead of beginning separately
have one or more courses of stones as springers in common, these being bedded horizontally and bonded
into the wall.
Tempera.-A form of distemper, i.e. mural painting in colours with a medium soluble in water.
Tierceron.-Ribs intermediate between the outer and the diagonal ribs.
Torteaux.-Roundels or discs of a red colour (Heraldry).
Torus.-A moulding semi-circular in section, usually at the base of a pier.
Tracery.-Ornamental open-work in the head of a Gothic window, screen or panel.
Transe.-A through passage.
Transepts.-The parts of a cruciform church answering to the arms of the cross or projecting cross-wise.
Transom.-A structural cross-piece in a window.
Tressure.-A border within the shield narrower than the orle (q.v.), generally borne double, and in the
Royal Arms of Scotland with fieurs-de-lis (irises) on each side, i.e. fiory and counter-fiory (Heraldry).
Triforium.-The gallery or arcade, usually without windows and so a "blind-storey," above the main
arcade and below the" clear-storey" (q.v.) . .
Trigonal.-Having three faces; half a hexagon.
Triquetra.-An ornament of triangular shape, formed of three interlaced arcs.
Turnpike.-A circular staircase with a newel.
Tympanum.-An enclosed space in the head of an arch, doorway, etc., or in the triangle of a pediment.
Undercroft.-A vaulted under-building.
Undy.-Wavy (Heraldry).
Vesica.-A window of pointed oval form, properly vesica piscis, so termed from its supposed resemblance
to the bladder of a fish.
Void.-An unfilled space in a wall, serving as a door or window.
V olute.-See Ionic.
Voussoirs.-The wedge-like stones forming an arch.
Vulned.-Wounded; said of a pelican wounding herself in the breast to feed her young (Heraldry).
Warming-house.-The room in a monastic range in which was a fire, where the inmates could warm
themselves.
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Water-holding.-Of a hollow moulding in a base such that water would lie in it.
Weather-table.-A sloping surface to throw water, etc., off a buttress or building. Such a surface is said
to be weathered.
Wimple.-Covering for head, chin, and neck, or chin and neck only.
Wodehouses or Woodhouses.-Savage men, shown as naked and hairy.
Yett.-A gate, usually one made of iron bars.
Zoomorphic.-Formed of designs based on animal figures.
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East Flisk Farm, 264.
Greenhill, 63.
Hawk Hill, Alloa, 595.
Kirkcaldy, 372.
Pitreavie, 217 (2).
Rumgally, Kemback, 292.
Tillicoultry House, p. 326.
Wellfield, 510.
URNFIELDS:
Burntisland, 78.
Carphin House, 146.
Craiglog Quarry, 147.
Drummy Wood, 308.
Kingskettle, 309.
Lawhead, St. Andrews, 483.
Leuchars, 406A.
Scotstarvit Hill, 110.
Shanwell House, 580.
Tollie Hill, 58.
Walton, 166.
Westwood, 274.
CISTS:
Aberdour, 26.
Balbie, 79 (I) .
J3alhelvie, 262.
Beley, 222.
Cairnavairn, 576.
Carleith, 566.
Dairsie, 179.
Greenhill Cairn, 63.
Harelaw Cairn, 55.
Harvieston, 620.
Knocke of Clathe, 307.
Law Head, Markinch, 419.
Milton, 360.
Norrie's Law, 378.
Northfield, 273.
Orwell, 577.
Pitcairn House, 396.
Wellfield, 510.
See also Graves, Slab-lined, and Relics: URl'iS.
" Bull Stones" :
Crook of Devon, 558.
Leslie, 395 .
Burial, Prehistoric, Alva Glen, 605.
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Burial Vaults or Aisles:
Abdie Old Parish Church, p. I.
Ceres Church, Lindsay Vault, 108.
Culross Abbey, p. 74.
Culross Old Parish Church, p. 69.
Leslie Church, 393 (I).
Monimail Church, p. 210.
St. Bridget's Church, Dalgety, p. 94.
Caichpule or Kachepel, p.

I4J.

Cairn and Fort:
Drumglow, 549, 550.
Cairn and Stone Circle:
Balbirnie, 418.
Cairns (see also Bell-Barrows, Tumuli) : p. xxvii.
Cairnavairn Burn, 576.
Cairnfield Muir, 114.
Drumglow, 550.
Gallows HilI, 551.
Gask Hill, Newton, II6.
Greenhill, 63.
H arelaw. n ear Milton, 55.
Kellie Law, 87.
Law Head, Markinch, 419.
Norrie's Law, 378.
West Lomond, Sol.
SITES:
Aberdour, 26.
Balbie, 79 (I).
Bannet y, 511.
Baspard Hill, Burntisland, 79 (2) .
Battle L aw, 65.
Black Laws, 409.
Braeside, 120.
Cairn HilI, 561.
Carmore, 514.
Carnbee Law, 90.
Carsgour, 571.
Craigs, 216.
Cumner Law, 91.
Drumcarrow Craig, 83 .
Easter Gospetry, 512.
Green Craig, 263.
Hawk HilI, 600.
Logie, 408
MawhilI, 572.
Nether Pitlochie, 517.
Northfield, 273.
Thorn Knowe, 562.
Wellfield, 510.
Wester Nether Urquhart, 513.
Westertown, 621.
Westfield, 515.
Cairns with Standing Stones:
Cowiefauld, 504.
Gateside, 503.
Camps:
Benarty Hill, 583 .
.. Danes' Camp," see Fort, Links Wood, 269.
SITES:
.. Camps Bank," 97.
.. Isle of Canty, Gowkhall," 96 .
.. Roman Camp," near Chapel Farm, 57.
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Churches: see Ecclesiastical Structures.
Cist Cover, Tillicoultry House. 617.

Canal, Track of, Largo House, 381.
Carved Stones, Panels, etc. (see also Armorial Stones):
AlIoa, Old Parish Church, p. 308.
Anstruther Easter, East Green, 36.
Balcarres Chapel, pp. 163, 164.
Ballingry Parish Church, p. 30.
Balmerino Abbey, p. 36.
Ceres ,Church, Fireplace in garden south-west of, 109.
Craighall Castle and Tower, p. 53.
Denmylne Castle, p. 3.
Dunfermline Abbey, p. 121.
Falkland Palace, p. 138.
Fordell Castle, p. 97.
Hillhouse, p. 123.
Inverkeithing, 286.
Kinross House, p. 299.
Lindores Abbey, p. 219.
Monimail Tower, p. 213.
Old Sauchie House, pp. 3II-J2.
Pittenweem Parish Church, p. 225.
St. Andrews:
Cathedral Museum, 456.
St. Mary's College, p. 249.
Wemyss Castle, pp. 284, 285.
vVemyss Castle, Chapel Gardens, 542.

Cists: see Bronze Age Burials.
'.' Clack-Mannan," 612.
Collegiate Churches; see Ecclesiastical Structures.
Coped Stones (see also Hog-Backed Stones) : p. Iii.
Crail Parish Church, p. 60.
Pittenweem Parish Church, p. 225.
St. Andrews, Church of the Blessed Mary of the Rock,
p.228.
St. Andrews, St. Leonard's School, 479.
Tillicoultry House, 616 (4).
Crannog in Loch Leven (site), 573.
Credences:
Abdie (?) Old Parish Church, p. 1.
Balmbreich Castle (?), p. 148.
Culross Abbey, p. 72.
Inchcolm Abbey, p. 13.
Lindores Abbey, p. 218.
Lochleven Castle (?), p. 298.
Newburn, Old Parish Church, p. 222.
St. Andrews Cathedral, p . 233.
St. Bridget's Church, Dalgety (?) , p. 94.
St. Leonard's Church, p. 246.
St. Monans Parish Church, p. 263.

Castellated and Domestic Structures: see Secular
Buildings.
Caves:
Caiplie Cave, 337.
" Constantine's Cave," 129.
Kinkell, 482 (2).
St. Fillan's Cave, 450.
St. Rule's or Lady Buchan's Cave, 482 (I).
Wemyss, 541.
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Cresset, Inchcolm Abbey, p.

I I.

Crosses: p. Iii.
BURGH:

AlIoa, 594.
Anstruther Easter, 37.
Cellardyke, 335.
Clackmannan, 6Il.
Crail, The Tolbooth, p . 64.
Culross, 158 (17).
Cupar, 171.
Inverkeithing, 285.
Kincardine, 531.
Pittenweem, 448.

Ceilings: p. Ix.
OAK:

Falkland Palace, p. 140.
St. Andrews, Queen Mary's House, p. 257.
PAINTED:

Balcarres House, p. 164.
Collairnie Castle, pp. 102-4.
Earlshall, pp. 195-7.
Falkland Palace, p. 140.
The Palace, Culross, pp. 79, 80.
St. Andrews, 71 South Street, p. 258.

CONSECRATION:

Balmbreich Castle, p. 148.
Crail Parish Church, p. 59.
Leuchars Parish Church, p. 191.
St. Andrews Parish Church, p. 227.
St. Fillan's Church, Aberdour, p . 17.
St. Monans Parish Church, p. 263 .
St. Salvator's Church, pp. 243, 245

PLASTER:

Balcarres House, p. 164.
Balcaskie House, p. 47.
Balfour, p. 207
Balgonie Castle, p. 206.
Earlshall, p. 195.
Kellie Castle, p. 46.
Kennoway, 17th-century House, p. 160.
Kinross House, p. 301.
Kirkcaldy, 368 (4).
Otterstone Castle, p . 99.
Pittencriefi House, p. 122.
Raith House, p. 182.
Wemyss Castle, p. 285.

pp. xlvi, Iii .
Abdie Old Parish Church, p. 3.
Abercrombie Church, p. 261.
Alloa Museum, Tomb Slab in, p . 314.
Crail Parish Church, p. 60.
Culross, Old Parish Church, p. 69.
Dunfermline Abbey, p. II3.
Hawk Hill, 596.
Inverkeithing, 287.
Kinkell, 482 (2).
Largo, 380.
Markinch, Stob Cross, 423 .
St. Andrews:
Cathedral Museum, 456.
Church of the Blessed ,Mary of the Rock, p. 227.

CROSS-SLABS OR STONES SHOWING CROSSES:

Cemeteries, Ancient (see Graves, Graveyards).
Chair, Oak, Old Parish Church, Carnock, 95.
Chapels: see Ecclesiastical Structures.
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Crosses-continued.
St. Regulus' or St. Rule's Church, p. 230.
Sauchope, 128.
.
Torryburn, p. 273.
Tullibole, 557.
West Wemyss, 543A.

Priory, 125.
Sypsies Farm, 126.
Creich Castle, p. 68.
Denbrae, 477.
Denmuir Farm, p. 100.
Denmylne Castle, p. 3.
Donibristle, 187.
Dowhill Castle, p. 289.
Drumfin, 525 .
Drums Farm, 241.
Dysart, 227.
Dysart House, 226.
Earlshall, 403.
East Forthar, 299.
Fordell, 283.
Grange, Balmerino, 62.
Gran,ge, Burntisland, 73.
Grange Farm, Kinghorn, 345.
Hillside, p. 2 I.
Inchcolm Abbey, p. 13.
Innergellie, p. 168.
Inverkeithing (3), 282.
Kenly Green, 472.
Kilbagie, 610.
Kilconquhar House, p. 165.
Kilduncan, 359.
Kincraig, p. 133.
Kinnaird, 4.
Kippo, 358.
Kirkforthar House, p. 202 .
Kirkton House, p. 151.
Largo:
House, 377.
Tower, p. 185.
Lathrisk Home Farm, 300.
Letham (3), 430.
Leuchars Castle, 402.
Lochmalony, 322 .
.. Macduff's" Castle, p. 283.
Melville House, III.
Mount Melville, 82.
Mountquhanie Castle, p . 166.
Naughton Castle, p. 37.
Newark Castle, p. 265 .
Newbigging of Ceres, 104.
New Mills Crossing, 593 .
Newton of Collessie (?), II8.
Newtown of Falkland (?), :140.
North Callange, 103.
Nydie Mains, 471.
Old Whitehill, 20.
Orkie, 301.
Parbroath, 143.
Pitscottie, 290.
Pittenweem, 447 (1).
Rathillet, 321.
Renniehill, 330.
Rosyth Castle, p. 157.
St. Mary's College, p. 249.
St. Serf's Church, Dysart, p. 130.
Sands House, 533A.
Scotscraig, 254.
South Dron, 404.
South Pitdinnie, 94.
Starr, 323.
Strathendry Castle, p. 188.
Struthers Castle, p. 54
Tullibole Castle, p. 292.
Walton, 74.

FREE-STANDING CROSSES :

Dogton, 354.
Mugdrum, 436.
St. Leonard's School, 479.
SHAFTS, SOCKETS AND OTHER FRAGMENTS:

Abercrombie Church, p. 261.
Cellardyke, 335.
Culross Abbey, p. 74.
Ingri, 392.
Mugdrum House, 437.
Rosyth Church, p. 106.
St. Andrews, Church of the Blessed Mary of the Rock,
p.227·
SITE:

Crosslands, 564.
Cup-and-Ring-Marked Stone: p . xxxii.
Falkland Palace, 245.
Cup-Marked Stones: p . xxxii.
Bogleys (?). 228.
Easter Pitcorthie, 88.
Lochmaloney, 325.
.. Macduff's Cross," 438.
.. St. Margaret's Stone," 214.
Torryburn, 526.
Danes Dike, near Craighead, 130.
Defensive Constructions: see Forts.
.. Deid House," Inchcolm, p : 7.
Doors, Oak:
Dairsie Parish Church, p . 91.
Rossend Castle, p. 41.
St. Andrews:
71 North Street, p. 258.
St. Salvator's Church, p . 244.
Doorway, Church of the Blessed Mary of the Rock, St.
Andrews, p. 228.
Dovecots: p. Ix.
Aberdour Castle, p. 21.
Anstruther Easter, The Manse, p. 24.
Anstruther Wester, Marsfield, 40.
Ardross Castle, p. 134.
Balcanquhal, 499.
Balcomie Castle, p. 63.
Balmerino Abbey, p. 36.
Balram,2I.
Blackhall, 530.
Boarhills, 473.
Bogward,476.
Bonnytown, 474.
Bordie Tower, 159.
Caiplie, 329.
Carnbee, 86.
Carslogie House, p. 90.
Corston Tower, p. 269·
Crail ;
Barns, 127.
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Dovecots-continued.
Wemyss Castle, Chapel Gardens (?), p. 285
Wester Aberdour, 18.
Wester Balrymonth, 475.

Ki1conquhar, 310.
Kilrenny, 327.
Kinghorn, 339.
Kingsbarns, 355.
Kirkcaldy, 363.
Kirkton, 69.
Largo, 373.
Leuchars, 398.
Markinch, 410.
Monimail, 426.
Newburn, 441.
Pittenweem, 445.
Rosyth, 196.
St. Andrews, 452.
St. Bridget's, Dalgety, 180.
St. Devenic's, Creich, 140.
St. Fillan's, Aberdour, 15.
St. Fillan's or Forgan, 266.
St. Michael's, Cupar, 168.
St. Monans, 485.
St. Serf's, Dysart, 224.
Scoonie Church (remains of), 491.
Torryburn, Craigfiower Estate, 523.
Tulliallan, 528.
Tullibody, 586, 587.
Tullibole, 554.
PRIORIES:
Pittenweem, 444.
St. Andrews Cathedral and Cloister, 455.
St. Serf's, p. xlv, 581.
SITES:
Balmbreich Castle, Chapel near, 265.
Balmerino Church, 64.
Bell's Brae, 578.
Blackhall, Chapel n ear, 534.
Chapel, 317.
Chapel of Inchgall, Chapel Farm, 59.
Chesterhill, 361.
Christ Church, 397.
Collessie, Chapel near, II9.
Crail:
Nunnery, 135.
Priory, 136.
Culdees Chapel, Ba1chrystie, 443.
Cupar:
Church, 175.
Church, 174.
Dunbog House, Remains of Church, 194.
Eglise Marie, 351.
Falkland, Chapel, 249.
Flisk Wood, 261.
Fossoway Church, 560.
Glassmount, Chapel, 350.
Kilgour, 253.
Kilmux House, near, 295.
Lathrisk House, near, 305 .
Methil Church, 544.
Overton Lodge, 532.
Parbroath, Chapel, 148.
Portmoak, Monastery, 584.
Scotlandwell, 585.
St. Dennis, p . 131.
St. Martin's Church, 520.

Earth-Houses: p. xxxiv.
Rothes, Markinch (Replica), p. 210.
SITES:
Ardross, 237.
Baldutho Craig, 92.
Hatton Law, 383.
Pirnie, 545.
Earthworks:
West Lomond, 506.
Ecclesiastical Structures: pp. xlv-I.
ABBEYS:
Balmerino, 60.
Culross, 150.
Dunfermline, 197.
Inchcolm, 14.
Lindores, 434.
CATHEDRALS:
St. Andrews:
Abbey Walls and Pends, 460.
Cathedral and Cloister, 455.
St. Regulus' or St. Rule's Church, 454.
CHAPELS:
Ayton Chapel, Dunbog, 190.
Ba1carres Chapel, 311.
Balmbreich Castle, p. 148.
The Blackfriars' Chapel, 464.
Earlsferry, 230.
Falkland Palace, p. 139.
Fordell Chapel, 181.
Isle of May, p. xlvii, 39.
Kirkforthar, 411.
St. Andrews Castle, p. 254.
St. Mungo's Chapel, Culross, 151.
COLLEGE, ST. MARY's, St. Andrews, 463.
COLLEGIATE CHURCHES: pp. xlviii-xlix.
Crail, 121.
St. Andrews:
Blessed Mary of the Rock, pp. xlv-vi, 453.
St. Leonard's Church, 462.
St. Salvator's Church, 461.
HOSPITIA:
Dunfermline, p. 120.
Inchcolm, p. 12.
Inverkeithing, "The Palace" or Hospitium of the
Grey Friars, 276, p . 287.
St. Andrews :
The Guest Hall, 459.
New Inns, 458.
PARISH CHURCHES: pp. xlix-I.
Abdie, I.
Abercrombie, 484.
Alloa, 587.
Anstruther Easter, 27.
Anstruther Wester, 38.
Ballingry, 53.
Burntisland,68.
Carnock, 93.
Crail, 121.
Culross, 149.
Dairsie, 176.
Inverkeithing, 275 .
Kemback, 289.
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Effigies:
Abdie Old Parish Church, p . 2.
Auchtertool Church, 51 (6).
Balmerino Abbey, p. 36.
Ceres Church, 107.
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Effigies-continued.
Crail, 131 (10).
Crail Parish Church, p. 61.
CuIross Abbey, pp. 73, 74·
Dunfermline (Saints), p. 121.
KembackHouse, 291.
Leuchars, p . 192.
Pittenweem Parish Church, p. 225.
St. Andrews, Abbey Walls, p . 241.
St. Andrews Cathedral Museum, 456 (6).
St. Devenic's Church, Creich, p. 67.
St. Michael's Church, Cupar, p . 88.
Wemyss Castle, p. 285.
Enclosures: p. xxxiii.
Castle Craig, Tillicoultry, 618.
Clune Craig, 56.
Drumnod Wood, p. 166.
Entrenchments:
SITE:

East Broom Hill, 80.
Fireplaces:
Aberdour House, p . 17.
Alloa Tower, p. 309.
Balcomie Castle, p. 63.
Balfour, p. 207.
Balgonie Castle, p. 205.
Balwearie, p. 172.
Burleigh Castle, p. 302.
Carslogie House, p. 89.
Castle Campbell, p . 323.
Ceres Church, in garden south-west of, 109.
Clackmannan Tower, p. 318.
Denmuir Farm, p. 100.
Dowhill Castle, p. 289.
Dunfermline:
Abbey, pp. Il9, 120.
The Abbot's House, p. 122.
Earlshall, pp. 194, 195.
Fordell Castle, p . 97.
Hillhouse, p. 123.
Inchcolm Abbey, pp. II. 12.
Inverkeithing, " The Palace," p. 154.
Kellie Castle, p. 46.
Kennoway, 17th-century House, p. 160.
Kinross House, p. 301.
Lochleven Castle, p. 298.
Melville House, p. 212.
Old Lighthouse, Isle of May, p. 27.
The Palace, Culross, pp. 79, 80.
Pitcairlie House, p. 220.
Pitcruivie Castle, p. 184.
Pitcullo Castle, p . 193.
Pittarthie Castle, p . 129.
Pitteadie Castle, p. 172.
. The Priory, Pittenweem, p. 223.
Ravenscraig, p. 180.
Rossend Castle, p. 42.
Sauchie Tower, p. 311.
Scotstarvit Tower, p. 52 .
Strathendry Castle, p. 188.
Tulliallan Castle, p. 278.
Tullibole Castle, p. 292.

St. Fillan's Church, Aberdour, p. 17.
" Foot-Mark," Easter Pitcorthie, p . xxxi, 88.
Forts: p. xxxii.
Agabatha Castle (?), II3.
Benarty Hill, 583.
Bowden Hill, 302.
Castle Craigs, Craigluscar Hill, 207.
Castle Hill, Castlehill Wood, 161.
Clatchard Craig, 5.
Cowstrandburn, 488.
Down Law, 303.
Drumglow, 549.
Dummiefarline, 548.
Dunearn Hill, 75.
Dunshelt Plantation, 243.
East Lomond, 244.
Greencraig. 144.
Inchkeith. 16th-Century Fortification, 347.
Lady Mary's Wood, 166.
Links Wood, St. Fort, 269.
" Maiden Castle," Bracks, Lomond Hills, 242.
Maiden Castle Fort, supposed site of, Collessie, II2.
Moor Dam, Keir Plantation, 160.
Norman's Law, 193.
" The Roman Fort," see Moor Dam, 160.
Scotstarvit Covert, 106.
Wester Pitlour, 500.
SITE:

" The Ring," Newburgh, 439.
Furniture:
Chair, Carnock Parish Church, 95.
Gallant Knowe, near Strathendry Castle, 391,
Gateways:
Aberdour Castle, p. 21.
Balcomie Castle, p. 63.
Dunfermline, 198.
Pitreavie House, p . 125.
St. Andrews, The West Port, 469.
Scotscraig, 255.
Glass, Painted:
Fordell Chapel, p. 96.
St. Andrews Cathedral, p. 237.
Grave-Slabs: see Tombstones and Other Memorial
Slabs.
Graves, Slab-lined: p. xxxiv.
Balfarg, 424.
Chesterhill, Anstruther Wester, 44.
Colvin's Knowe, 52.
" Constantine's Cave," 129.
Cowiefauld, 504 .
Gauldry, 66.
Pitmilly Law, 360.
Powgild, 46.
Raith Tower, 371.
Heraldic Stones: (see Armorial Panels).
Heraldry:
ARMS OF:

Fonts:
Inverkeithing Parish Church, p. 153.
Isle of May, " Chapel" (Ruins of) (?), p. 26.

Abercrombie, p. 261.
Abercrombie (and Gordon), p. 313.
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Heraldry-continued.
Abercrombie of Tullibody, p. 308.
Abernethy, 272.
Abernethy (and Moultrie of Seafield), p. 94.
Aiton, pp. 100, 104.
Alexander, p. 24.
Anderson, 368 (I).
Andersons of Dowhill, p. 40.
Angus, Earl of, p. 196.
Anstruther, 33, 35, 43·
Anstruther Wester, Burgh of, 43.
Argyll, Earl of, p. 196.
Arnot (and Turnbull), 236.
Arran, Earl of, p. 196.
Athole, Earl of, p. 196.
Balfour, pp. 103, 239.
Balfour (and Crichton), p. 151.
Balfour (and Durham), p. 4.
Balfour (and Napier), p. 2.
Balfour of Burleigh (and Balfour of Pittendreich),
. P·3 0 4·
Balfour of" Corstoun," p. 103.
Balfour of Denmylne, pp. 1-2.
Balfour of Grange, p. 103.
Balfour of Mountquhanie, p. 258.
Balfour of Pittendreich, p. 213.
Balfour of Pittendreich (and Balfour of Burleigh),
P·3 0 4·
Barclay, p. 67.
Barclay and Murray (Viscount Stormont), p. 206.
Barclay of Collairnie, p. 104.
Barclay of Kippo, p. 104.
Barclay of Pearston, p. 67.
Barclay of Towy, p. 104.
Beaton, James, Archbishop of St. Andrews, pp. 92, 200,
249·
Beaton (Bethune), of Balfour, pp. 103, 125, 207, 210,
21 3.
Beaton of Creich, pp. 88, 206.
Borthwick, Lord, p. 196.
Boswell of Kirktoun, p. 30.
Bothwell (and Strang), 336.
Bothwell of Hallbank, p. IIO.
Broun of Fordell (and Lindsay), 393 (2).
Brownlie, James, p. 29.
Bruce, pp. 70, 85, 86, 263, 320.
Bruce (and Callander), p. 280.
Bruce (and Leslie (?)), pp. 194-5.
Bruce (and Lindsay), p. 194.
Bruce (and Meldrum), p. 195.
Bruce, Edward (and Clerk of Balbirnie), 162.
Bruce of Balcaskie (?), p. 153.
,.
Bruce of Balcaskie (and Halket of Pitfirrane), p. 299.
Bruce of Carnock, pp. 74, 78, 83.
Bruce of Earlshall, p. 191.
Bruce of Symbister, p. 61.
Buchan, Earl of, p. 196.
Buchanan, 256.
.
Buccleuch, Earl of, p. 88.
Calderwood of Pitteadie, p. 173.
Callander (and Bruce), p. 280.
Callender (and Henderson), p. 70.
Carlisle, Lord, p. 197.
Cassilis, Earl of, p. 197.
Cathcart, Lord, p. 197.
Clerk, p. 122.
Clerk of Balbirnie (and ,Edward Bruce), 162
Cockburn of Henderland, 260.
" Colvell of Ester Wemyss," p. 104.
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Colville and Lindsay (Colville of West Wemyss), 543.
Colville of Cleish, p. 103 .
Colville of Cleish (and Lindsay of Dowhill), p. 272.
Comrie, Dr. Walter, p. 249.
Cooke, p. 17.
Corstorphine, p. 88.
Crail, Burgh Arms, p. 64.
Crawford, Earl of, p. 197.
Crichton (and Balfour), p. 151.
Crichton of Cranston-Riddell, p. 88.
Crichton of Naughton, p. 36.
Cunningham, pp. 27, 59.
Cupar, Burgh Arms, pp. 88, 90.
Dalgleish, p. 122.
Dalziel (and Kellie), p. 46.
Dennistoun (and Myrton), pp. 239-40.
De Quincey, p. 73.
Dishington of Ardross, p. 104.
Douglas, pp. 159, 257, 263.
Douglas, Earl of Morton, p. 17.
Drummond, pp. 45, 153·
Drummond (and Scott), p. 51.
Drummond, Annabella (and Robert III), pp. 153, 159.
Duguid of Auchinheuf, p. 104.
Durham (and Balfour), p. 4.
Durie or Dury, pp. 41, II3, 120, 152, 197.
Errol, Earl of, p. 196.
Fairfowl or Fairful, p. 25.
Ferguson (and Row), p. 50.
Fernie, p. 88.
Ferny of that Ilk, p. 103.
Forrester, pp. 88, 187.
Forrester of Carden, p. 103.
Foulis of Colinton (?);p. 153.
Gardner (?), p. 263.
Gibson, pp. 23, 50.
Gillespie, 235 (I).
Gillespie of Mountquhanie, 236.
Gillespie of Newton, 236.
Glen or Mortimer of Inchmartine (and Wemyss), p. 284.
Gordon (and Abercrombie), p. 313.
Gourlay (and Stewart of Blackball), p. 267.
Gourlay of Kin craig, 231.
Hacket of Pitfirrin, p. 103.
Haldenston, p. 258.
Halket (and Hepburn), p. 125.
Halket qf Pitfirrane, p. 125.
Halket of Pitfirrane (and Bruce of Balcaskie), p. 299.
Halliday (and Hay), p. 153.
Halliday of Tullibole (and Oliphant), p. 292.
Hamilton, p. 254.
Hamilton, Archbishop, p. 249.
Hamilton (and Melville), pp. 39, 211.
HaInilton of Cairns, p. 225.
Hay, pp. 37, 88, 151.
Hay (and Halliday), p. 153.
Hay (and Ramsay), p. 151.
Henderson, p. 97.
Henderson (and Callender), p. 70.
Henderson (and Murray of Tullibardine), p. 97.
Henderson of Fordell, p. 103.
Henderson of Fordell (and Monteath), p. 95.
Hepburn, Prior (?), p. 259.
Hepburn (and Halket), p. 125.
Heriot, p. 274.
Holborne of Menstrie (and Inglis of Cramond), p. 95.
Hope, p. 53.
Howard (and Leslie, Earl of Leven), pp. 201-2.
Howie, p. 249.
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" Ingles of Tarvatt," p . 103.
Inglis (?), 236.
Inglis of Cramond (and Holborne of Menstrie), p . 95.
Inverkeithing, 284.
Ireland, p. 261.
James V (and Marie of Lorraine), p. 121 (I).
Johnston, p. 239·
Kellie (and Dalziel), p. 46.
Kellie (and Kirkpatrick), p. 46.
Kellie, Earldom of, p. 46.
Kennedy, James, Bishop of St. Andrews, pp. 223, 243.
Kerr, p. 88.
" Kinayrd in the Cars," p. 103.
Kincardine, Earls of, 531.
Kirkpatrick (and Kellie), p. 46.
Law, p. 23.
Learmonth of Balcomie, pp. 59, 63.
Learmonth of Dairsie, pp. 103, 260.
Lennox, Duke of, p. 197.
Leslie, pp. 65, 152, 196.
Leslie (?) (and Bruce), pp. 194-5.
Leslie, Earl of (and Howard), pp. 201-2.
Leslie of Balgonie (and Renton of Billie), p. 206.
Leslie of Rothes, p. 301.
Leslie of that Ilk, 272.
Lindsay, pp. 59, 100, 192, 196.
Lindsay (and Broun of Fordell), 393 (2).
Lindsay (and Bruce), pp. 194, 195.
Lindsay and Colville (Colville of West Wemyss), 543·
Lindsay of Balcarres (and Seton), p. 164.
Lindsay of Dowhill (and Colville of Cleish), p. 272.
Lindsay of Kirkforthar or Linbank (and Murray),
p. 121 (3).
Lindsay of Wormiston, p . 65.
Lorne, Lord of, pp. 73, 196.
Lorraine, Marie of (and James V). p. 121 (I).
Lumsden (?). p. 187.
Lumsden of Airdrie, p. 60.
Lumsden of Innergellie (and Rutherford), p. 168.
Lundy of that Ilk, p . 104.
Macfarlane (?), p. 123.
Mar, Earl of, p. J97.
March, Earl of, p. 197.
Margaret, Queen, p. IIO.
Marshall (?), p . 23.
Mason, Andrew, p. 73 .
Meikle, p. 95.
Meldrum, pp. 194, 196.
Meldrum (and Bruce), p. 195.
Melville, pp. 39, 104.
Melville (and Hamilton), pp. 39, 211.
Melville (and Traill), p. 240.
Melville, Earl of, p. 2II.
Melville, Melvell, of Cairny, p. 103.
Melville of Glenbervie, p. 153.
Melville of Raith, p. 2II
Mercer of Aldie, p. 295.
Mitchell (?), 236.
Moncrieff (and Murray), p. 48.
Moncrief! of that Ilk, p. 103.
Monteath (and Henderson of Fordel1), p. 95.
Monteith, p. 123.
Montrose, Earl of, p. 197.
Monypenny of Pitmilly, pp. 103, 258.
Moray, 507.
Mortimer or Glen of Inchmartine (and Wemyss), p . 284.
Moultrie of Seafield (and Abernethy), p. 94.
Mure, p. 29.
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Murray and Barclay (Viscount Stormont), p. 206.
Murray (and Lindsay of Kirkforthar or Linbank).
p . 121 (3) .
Murray (and Moncrieff), p. 48.
Murray of Glendoick, p . 104.
Murray of Perdieus, p . 121 (2) .
Murray of Tullibardine (and Henderson). p. 97.
Myrton, pp. 59, 63 ·
Myrton (and Dennistoun), pp. 239-40.
Myrton of Cambo (and Traill of Blebo), p. 239.
Nairne, 270.
Napier (and Balfour). p. 2.
Oliphant, p. 45.
Oliphant (and Halliday of Tullibole), p . 292.
Passion Emblems, p . 249.
Paterson, pp. 21, 28,. 146, 151.
Paterson of Dunmore, p . 100.
Perth, Earl of, p. 197.
Pitcairn, p. II3.
Preston, 158 (A).
Primrose, p. 74.
Ramsay, p . 103.
Ramsay (and Hay), p . 151.
Ramsay of Dairsie, p . 103.
Ramsay of Denoune, p. 153.
Renton of Billie (and Leslie of Balgonie). p . 206.
Robert III (and Annabella Drummond), pp. 153, 159.
Ross, p. 40.
Rothes, Duke of, p. 301.
Rothes, Earl of, p. 196.
Row (and Ferguson), p. 50.
Russell, p. 52.
Rutherford (and Lumsden of Innergellie) , p. 168.
St. Andrews, Burgh Arms, 480.
Sandilands of St. Monans, pp. 103 , 193 (?) .
Schevez, pp. 104, 169.
Scott (and Drummond). p. 51.
Scott of Abbotshall, p. 104.
Scott of Balweary, pp. 104, 162.
Scrymgeour, p. 196.
Seton, Alexander, Earl of Dunfermline, p, II 2.
Seton, Earl of Dunfermline (and Lindsay of Balcarres),
P· I6 4·
Seton of Parbroath,. p. 104.
Sharp, Archbishop James, pp. 145, 22 7.
Shaw, pp . II2, 312.
Shaw of Sauchie, p. 314.
Sibbald of Balgonie, p . 104.
Sinclair of Caithness, p. 104.
Spens, p. 245.
Spottiswood, p. 91.
Stewart, pp. 153, 196.
Stewart of Blackhall (and Gourlay). p. 267.
Stewart of Innermeath, p. 73.
Stewart of Rosyth, p. 104.
Stirling, p . 70.
Strachan (?), 246 (5).
Strang (and Bothwell), 336.
Strang of Balcaskie, p. 23.
Strang of Balcaskie or Pitcorthy, p. 104.
Strathallan ? 246 (5).
Sutherland, Earl of, p. 196.
Tennant (and White). p. 178.
Towers of In[v]erleith, p. 104.
Traill (and Melville), p. 240.
Traill of BIebo, p. 103.
Traill of Blebo (and Myrton of Cambo), p. 239.
Turnbull (?), p . III.
Turnbull (and Arnot), 236.
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Wallace, p. 103.
Wardlaw, Henry, p. 249.
Wardlaw of Pitreavie, pp. 104, I II, 125.
Watson (?), p. 196.
'W atson, pp. 39, 225, 261.
Watson (and Wedderburn), p. 39 .
Wedderburn (and Watson), p. 39.
Wemyss (and Glen or Mortimer of Inchmartine),
P· 28 4·
Wemyss of that Ilk, pp. 100, 103, 284, 286.
W hite (and Tennant), p. 178.
Wilkie, p. 247.
Wilson, 266 (2).
Winram, p. 248.
Wishart of Pitarrow and Clushden, p. 104.
Hog-backed Stones: p. Iii.
Inchcolm, 23 .
Overton Lodge, p. 280.
Tillicoultry House, 616 (2).
Holed-Stone, Craigs Farm , 209.
Hospitia : see Ecclesiastical Structures.
Inscribed Stones, Pediments, etc. :
BUTTRESSES:

Falkla nd Palace, p. 138.
CORNICE:

B urntisland Parish Church, p. 39.
KEYSTONE:

Anstruther Wester, High Street, p. 27.
LINTELS:

Abdie Manse, p. 3.
Airdrie, p. 62 .
Alva Church, p. 315.
Ba1chrystie, 442.
Balmuto, p. 171.
Carslogie House, p. 89.
Cer es, p . 54.
Clackmannan, 608 (2).
Collairnie Castle, p. 102.
Crail, 131.
Culross, p . 83.
Denmuir Farm, p. 100.
Denmylne Castle, pp. 3, 4·
Dunfermline, T h e Abbot's House, p. 122.
Dysart, 225 (I).
Falkla nd, 17th-century House, p. 142.
Fordell Castle, p . 96.
Kilbagie, Dovecot, 610.
Kincardine-on-Forth, 533 .
Kinghorn, p. 174.
Leslie, 394.
Letham , 431.
Mort on, p . 151.
Mountquhanie Castle, p. 166.
Naughton Castle, p. 37.
Orrock, 77.
Otterston Castle, p. 98.
Pittenweem, p . 225.
Randerston, p . 177.
Rosebery House, Inverkeithing, p. 157.
St. Fillan 's Church, Aberdour, p. 17.
Strathmiglo, 509.
Tullibody, Parish Church, p. 308.
Wemyss Castle, p. 284.
Woodmill House, p. 4.
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PANELS:

Abdie Old P arish Church, p. 2.
Anstruther Easter:
The Manse, p. 24.
Parish Church, p . 22.
Anstruther Wester:
High Street, p . 27.
Parish Church, p. 25.
Ayton Chapel, p . 100.
Balmuto, pp. 170, 171.
Balram, 21.
Burntisland, 71 (d).
Ceres, p . 54.
Clackmannan, 608 (I).
Dysart, 225 (3).
Earlshall, Dovecot , p. 198.
Fordell Chapel, p . 95 .
Fordell, Upper Mill, p. 99.
Galatown, 229.
Hillhouse, p. 123.
Inverkeithing, 281 (7) (8).
Largo Parish Church, p. 183 .
Largo Tower, p. 185.
Monimail Church, p . 210.
Myres Castle, p. 29.
Pittenweem Parish Church, p. 225.
Raith House, p. 182.
St. Bridget's Church, D algety, p. 94 .
The Tolbooth, West Wemyss, p. 285.
, Vicar's Bridge, p . 296.
PEDIMENTS:

Aberdour Castle, pp . 18, 20.
Balcaskie House, p. 47.
Balmuto, p. 170.
Burntisla nd :
35 High Street , 71 (a) .
20 Somerville Street, 71 (d).
Carslogie House, p . 89.
Cleish Castle, p . 288.
Crail, 131.
Culross:
Abbey House, p. 80.
The Manse, p. 81.
.. The Palace," p. 80.
Dunfermline:
Abbey, p . 120.
High School, 210.
Dunnikeir House, p. 181.
Dysart, 225 (4).
Earlshall, pp. 193, 194.
Falkland, 17th-century House, p. 142.
Fordell Castle, p. 96.
Isle of May, Old Lighthouse, p. 27.
K ellie Castle, p . 45 .
Kirkcaldy, 368 (2) (3) .
Kilrenny, 333.
.
Preston Lodge, Cupar, p . 90.
Renniehill, 336.
Rossend Castle, p . 41.
St. Fillan's Church, Aberdour. p. 16.
Strathmiglo Parish Church, 508.
Torryburn, 527.
Tullibole Castle, p. 292.
Valley field H ou se 158A.
SKEW- PUTS:

Carnock, Old Parish Church, p. 49.
Culross, 158 (25).
Fordell Castle. p. 96.
Morton, p. 151.
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Court Knowe, Gornogrove, 50,5.
Hillside (supposed), 25.
Inchrye,7·
Leuchars Castle, 401.
Maiden Castle, Dunipace Hill, 42I.
Perdieus (Perdiens) Mount (?), 212 .

STONES:

Alva Church, p. 315.
Auchtertool Church. 51 (5).
Balgownie, Old House, p. 8I.
Ballingry Church, p. 30.
Burntisland Parish Church, p. 39.
Carnock Old Parish Church, p. 49.
Crail, 131 (6) (9) (-IO).
Culross. 158 (14).
CuIrass Abbey. pp. 73, 74.
Falkland. 246.
Newport, Chapel House. 27I.
Newton of Collessie, II8.
Pittencriefi House, p. 122.
St. Andrews. Abbey Walls, pp. 240. 241.
Inscriptions, Painted:
Inchcolm Abbey, pp. II, 287.
Ironwork:
Donibristle. p. 98.
Raith House. p. 182.
St. Salvator's Church. p. 245.
Jougs:
Ceres. p. 54.
Fordell Castle. p. 96.
Kitchen-Middens: p. xxxiv.
Isle of May, " Chapel" (Ruins of), p. 26.
Tents Moor, 257.
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SITES:

The Castle Hill, Cupar, 173.
The Moat Hill (" Mute Hill "), Cupar, 172.
Mural Paintings: see Painted Decorations.
Oratory, Lochleven Castle, p. 298.
Ovens:
Balmerino Abbey, p. 33.
Inchcolm Abbey, p. 13.
Isle of May, " Chapel," p. 26.
Painted Decorations:
Burntisland Parish Church, p. 39.
Culross:
Abbey, p. 72.
The Palace, p. 80.
Dunfermline Abbey, p. III.
Earlshall, pp. 195-197.
Inchcolm Abbey, pp. 9, II, 14.
Kellie Castle, pp. 46, 47.
Melville House, p. 2II.
Pittenweem, 449.
St. Andrews, 71 South Street, p. 258.
Painting, Wemyss Castle, p. 285.

Leaden Figures, Melville House, p. 211.
Leather Work, Melville House, p. 212.
" Lecker Stane," Mawhill, p. xxxi, 569.
" Lecture Stane," Cleish, p . xxxi, 552.
Lintels, Inscribed: see Inscribed Lintels.

Lit-de-Parade, Melville House, p. 212.
Long Man's Grave, Whiteness, 132.
Maces, St. Andrews, pp. !iii-liv.
Masons' Marks:
Dunfermline Abbey, p. II8.
Leuchars Parish Church, p. 191 .

" Palaces": pp. Ivi-lviii.
Dunfermline, p. II3.
Culross, The Palace, 152.
Falkland Palace, 238.
Inverkeithing, 276,287.
Kinross House, 568 . •
Leslie House, 387.
Leuchars Castle, p . 198.
Melville House, 427.
Monimail, p. 214.
Wemyss Castle, 536.
Panelling:
GENERAL:

Bishop Leighton's House, 158 (12).
South Court, St. Andrews, 468 (4).

Mass Clock, St. Salvator's Church, p. 245.

OAK :

Balfour, p. 207 .
Crail Parish Church, p. 59.
Kinross House, p. 301.
Melville House, pp. 2II, 212.
Preston Lodge, Cupar, p . 90.
Queen Mary's House, St. Andrews, p. 257.
Rossend Castle, p. 42.
" The Study," Culross, 158 (15).
Wemyss Castle, p. 285.

. Matrix Stone, Dunfermline Abbey, p . II3.
1\.ill, Fordell, 186.
Monastic Foundations:
Balmerino Abbey, 60.
Culross Abbey, 150
Dunfermline Abbey, 197.
Inchcolm Abbey, 14.
Isle of May, "Chapel:' (Ruins of), 39.
Lindores Abbey, 434. '
The Priory, Pittenweem, 444.
St. Andrews Cathedral, 455.
St. Serf's, 581.

PINE:

Crail Parish Church, p . 59.
Dysart, 225 (I).
Earlshall, p . 195.
Kellie Castle, p. 46.
Kennoway, house, 293.
Monimail Tower, p. 214.
Pitcairlie House, p. 220 .
Pittenweem, p. 225.

Mote-and-Bailey Castle, Lochore Castle, p. 31.
Mote-hills: p . liv.
Agabatha Castle (?). II3.
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Rossend Castle, p. 42.
Wemyss Castle, p. 285 .
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BEADS:
Aithernie Den, p. 269.
Carmore, p. 272.
East Lomond, p. 144.
}{irkcaldy, p. 183.
Nether Pitlochie, 517.
BONE:
Brackmont Hill, 406A.
Cairnavairn, p. 304.
Inchkeith, p. xxvi.
BRASS:
Spear-head, Knock of Cia the, p. 163.

Panels, Oak:
Balfour, p. 207 (note).
Balgonie Castle, p. 206.
Crail Parish Church, p. 59.
Denmuir Farm, p. 100.
EarlshalI, p. 195.
Lindores Abbey, p. 219.
Pittenweem, p. 224.

BRONZE:

Pediment, Oak, Heraldic, Kinross House, p. 301.
Pediments, Inscribed: see Inscribed Pediments.
Pews:
Burntisland Parish Church, p. 39.
Dunfermline Abbey, Magistrates', p.
Falkland Palace, p. 140.

III.

"

Piscinae:
Balmbreich Castle (?), p. 148.
Culross Abbey, p. 72.
Dunfermline Abbey, p. IIO.
Inchcolm Abbey, p. 13.
Lindores Abbey, p. 219.
Lochleven Castle (?), p. 298.
Newburn, Old Parish Church, p. 222.
St. Andrews Cathedral, p. 233.
St. Bridget's Church, Dalgety, p. 94.
St. Leonard's Church, pp. 246, 247.
St. Monans Parish Church, p. 263.
" Pits" or Prisons:
Balmerino Abbey, pp. 35, 36.
Castle Campbell, p. 323.
Dowhill Castle, p. 289.
Falkland Palace, p. 137.
St. Andrews Castle, p. 252.
Tulliallan Castle, p. 279.
Pot Hole, Dunino Den, 219.
Potences in Dovecots:
Aberdour Castle, Foundation, p. 21.
Drumfin, p. 273.
Melville House, p. 55.
South Pitdinnie, p. 50.
" Priests' Door," Abdie, Old Parish Church, p.
p 'riories: see Ecclesiastical Structures.
Pulpits, Oak:
Falkland Palace. p. 140.
St. Salvator's Church. pp. 244-5.
Tulliallan. Old Parish Church, p. 275 .
Relics: pp. xxxv-xxxvii.
AMBER:
Annulet, Cairn, Aberdour, p. 22.
Beads, Nether Pitlochie, 517.
ARROW-HEADS:
Dairsie, p. 93.
Kingskettle, p. 163.
AxE-HAMMERS .: pp. xxvi, xxxv.
AXE-HEADS: p. xxxv.

1.

Blade, Shanwell House, p. 305.
Chisel, Pettycur, p. 175.
Knives, etc., Kirkcaldy, p. 183 ..
Plate, Leuchars Castle, p. 198.
Spear-head, Baspard Hill, p. 44.
Spear-head, Craigton, p. 302.
CANOES: p. xxvii.
COINS : p. xxxiii.
Agabatha Castle, p. 56.
The Castle Hill, Cupar, p. 91.
Largo, 385 .
Markinch. 425.
Norrie's Law, p. 187.
COPPER:
Spear-head, Aberdour, p. 22.
Spear-heads, Gallant Knowe. Strathendry, p. 189.
Deer-horns, Raith Tower, p. 183.
FLINT:
Arrow-heads, Dairsie, p. 93.
Flake, Kirkcaldy, p. 183.
Knife, Harvieston, p. 327.
Scraper and Knife, Rumgally, Kemback. p. 160.
GLASS:
The East Lomond, p. 144.
Leuchars Castle, p. 197.
St. Andrews Cathedral, p. 237.
GOLD:
Penannular Rings, Hawk Hill, p. 314.
Armlets, Temple Hill, 384.
JET:
Buttons, etc., Kirkcaldy, p. 183.
MISCELLANEOUS:
Fragments of glass and tile, Leuchars Castle, p. 197.
Strip of oxidised metal, Harelaw Cairn, p. 31.
White pebbles, Tillicoultry House, p. 326.
Mould, the East Lomond, p . 144.
Quern, Agabatha Castle, p. 56.
SILVER:
Breast-plate, Drumcarrow Craig, p. 44.
Ornaments, Norrie's Law, p. 186.
Spindle-whorl, the East Lomond, p. 144.
URNS: pp. xxix-xxxi, xxxv.
Beakers:
Dairsie, p. 93.
Kirkcaldy, p. 183.
Cinerary :
Abden House, p. 175.
Aithernie Den, p. 269.
Balbirnie, p. 208.
Balhelvie, pp. 149-50.
Brackmont Hill, 406A.
Burntisland, p. 43.
Carphin House, 146.
Craiglog Quarry, 147.
Denbeath, p. xxix.
Drummy Wood. 308.
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Easter Gellybank, p . 291.
Hawk Hill, p. 314.
Kingskettle, 309.
Lawhead. St. Andrews, 483 .
Pitcairn House, p . 190.
Shanwell House, p. 305.
Tillicoultry House, p . 326.
Tollie Hill, p. 32.
Westwood, 274.
Food-vessels:
Aithernie Den, p . 269.
Battle Law, p. 38.
Beley Farm, p. 130.
Corn Ceres, p. 170.
Harelaw Cairn, near Milton, p. 31.
Harvieston, p. 327.
Milton, p . 178.
Rumgally, Kemback, p. 160.
Tillicoultry House, p. 326.
Incense·Cups :
Brackmont Hill, 406A.
Craiglog Quarry, p. 14 7.
Denbeath, p. xxix.
Kingskettle, p. 309.
Westwood, p. 274.
Other Urns:
Aberdour Cairn, p. 22.
Cairnavairn, p. 304.
Cowiefauld, p. 270.
Drumcarrow Craig, p . 44 .
East Flisk Farm, p . 150.
Gallows Hill, p . 290.
Green Craig, p. 150.
Lady Mary 's Wood, p. 87
Markinch, 425.
Norrie's Law, p. 186.
Raith Tower, p. 183.
Scotstarvit Hill, p. 55.
Strathendry, p. 189.
Wellfield, p. 271.
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Inchcolm Abbey, 23, 24.
Kinkell, 482 (2).
Largo, 380.
Leuchars Castle, Dovecot, p. 198.
Lindores Village, 6.
Newton, II7.
Monimail Tower, p. 213.
St. Andrews :
Abbey Walls, p. 241.
Cathedral Museum, 456.
St. Salvator's Church, pp. 244-5.
Sauchope, 128.
Scoonie, from, 495 .
Skeith Stone, 331.
Tillicoultry House, 617.
Tullibole, from, 557.
Wemyss Castle, Chapel Gardens, 542.
Wemyss Caves, 541.
" St. Margaret's Stone," 214.
Seals of Chapter, St. Andrews Cathedral, p. 228.

Rock Sculptures: p.l.
Caiplie Cave, 337.
"Constantine's" Cave, 129.
Kinkell, Cave, 482 (2).
Wemyss Caves, 541.
" . Roman Camp," near Chapel Farm (site), 57.
Roman Remains, Cairn Hill, Fossoway, 563.
Sacrament House, St. Salvator's Church, p. 244.
Screens, Oak, Falkland Palace, p. 140.
Sculptors:
Flemishman, Peter, p. 138.
Marshall, Edward, p. 74 (note).
Mercer, John, p. 74.
Sculptured Stones (see also Cross-slabs, Armorial
Panels, Tombstones, etc.):
Bell's Brae, p. 305.
Blackfriars Chapel, St. Andrews, p . 250.
Craighall Castle and Tower, p. 53.
Creich, pp. 68-69.
Dunino, 220.
East Lomond, Slab with Incised Bull, 248.
Easter Pitcorthie, 88.
Falkland Palace, pp. 138, 144.

Secular Buildin~s: pp. !iv-Ixi.
Aberdour:
Castle, 17.
House, 16.
Airdrie, 122.
Aithernie Castle, 492.
Aldie Castle, 556.
AlIoa:
25 Kirkgate, 592.
Tower, 588 .
Anstruther Easter:
Commercial Hotel, 28.
Guthrie's House, Cairds ·Wynd, 29.
House, Castle Wynd, 31.
The Manse, 30.
Anstruther Wester, Houses, 41.
Ardross Castle, 233.
Arnot Tower, 582.
Balbedie, 353.
Balcarres:
Dower House, 312.
House, 312 .
Balcaskie House, 85.
Balcomie Castle, 123.
Balfour, 415.
Balgonie Castle, 414.
Balgownie, Old House, 156.
Balmbreich Castle, 259.
Balmuto, 340.
Balram, 22.
Balwearie, 341.
Bandon Tower, 412.
Bordie Tower, 159.
Burleigh Castle, 575.
Burntisland, Houses in, 71.
Carden Tower, 45.
Carslogie House, 169.
Castle Campbell, 615.
Ceres, Houses, 101.
Clackmannan :
Houses in, 608.
The Tolbooth, 607.
Tower, 606.
Cleish Castle, 546.
Collairnie Castle, 192.
Corston Tower, 498 .
Couston Castle, 185.
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Lathrisk House, 296.
Leslie House, 387.
Leuchars Castle, 401.
Leven, No. 36 High Street, 493.
Limekilns, The King's Cellar, 206.
Lochleven Castle, 567.
Lochore Castle, p. xliii, 54.
Lordscairnie Castle, 433.
Lundin Tower, 375.
" Macduff's" Castle, 535.
Malcolm Canmore's Tower, 200.
Melville House, 427.
Menstrie Castle, 602.
Monimail Tower, 428.
" The Monk's Cave," 188.
Morton, 268.
Mountquhanie Castle, 319.
Myres Castle, 49.
Naughton Castle, 61.
Newark Castle, 486.
Otterstone Castle, 184.
Parbroath Castle, 142.
Parleyhill House, 154.
Pitcairlie House, 435.
Pitcairn House, 388.
Pitcruivie Castle, 374.
Pitcullo Castle, 399.
Pitfirrane Castle, 205.
Pitreavie House, 204.
Pittarthie Castle, 218.
Pitteadie Castle, 342.
Pittencrieff House, 20r.
Pittenweem, Houses in, 446, 447.
Preston Lodge, Cupar, 170.
Raith House, 367.
Randerston, 356.
Ravenscraig Castle, 364.
Rossend Castle, 72.
Rosyth Castle, 277.
St. Andrews :
The Castle, 465.
Dean's Court, 467.
Houses in, 468.
Queen Mary's House, 466.
Sauchie Tower and Old Sauchie House, 589.
Scotstarvit Tower, 98.
Seafield Tower, 343.
Strathendry Castle, 386.
.struthers Castle, 100.
The Tolbooth, Clackmannan, 607.
The Tolbooth, Crail, 124.
The Tolbooth, West Wemyss, 538.
Tulliallan Castle, 529.
Tullibole Castle, 555.
Wemyss:
Castle, 536.
House, Chapel Gardens, 537.
Wemyss Hall, 105.
"The Witches' Tower," Craigflower Estate, Touyburn,
5 2 4.
Wood mill House, 3.

Craighall Castle, 99.
Creich Castle, 141.
Cruivie Castle, 40"].
Culross:
The Abbey House, 153.
" The Ark," 158 (22).
Bishop Leighton's House, 158 (12).
" The Colonel's Close," see The Palace.
The Haven, Main Street, 158 (25).
Hospital, 157.
Houses, 158.
The Manse, 155.
" The Nunnery," 158 (24).
The Palace, 152.
" The Study," 158 (I5).
Town House, 158 (7) .
Dairsie Castle, 177.
Denmuir Farm, 191.
Denmylne Castle, 2.
Donibristle, 183.
Dowhill Castle, 547.
Downfield, The Vault, 297.
Dunfermline :
The Abbot's House, 199.
Cross Wynd, 17th-century Tenement, 202.
Dunnikeir House, 366.
Dysart, Houses in, 225.
Earlshall, 400.
East Forthar, 298.
Easter Kinnear, Tower, 320
Elie:
" Castle," 234.
Duddingston Hall, 234.
House, 232.
Houses in, 234, 235.
Falkland:
Palace, 238.
17th-century House, 239.
Fernie Castle, 429.
Fordell Castle, 182.
Garlet, 609.
Gladney House, 365.
Hallyards Castle, 50.
Hillhouse, 203.
Hill of Tarvit, 105.
Hillside, 19.
Inchkeith, Fortification, 347.
Innergellie, 328.
Inverkeithing :
Fordell's Lodging, 280.
House of Holbournes of Menstrie, 279.
Houses in, 281.
Rosebery House, 278.
Isle of May, Old Lighthouse, 42.
Kellie Castle, 84.
Kennoway, 17th-century House, 293.
Kilconquhar House, 313.
Killernie Castle, 487.
Kincraig, 231 .
Kinghorn, Houses in, 344.
Kingsbarns, 357.
Kinross House, 568.
Kirkcaldy, Houses in, 368.
Kirkforthar House, 413.
Kirkland, The Manor House, 539.
Kirkton House, 267.
Knockdavie Castle, 70.
Largo Tower, 376.

SITES:

Abbot's Hall, 370.
Anstruther Castle: see Dreel Castle.
Balbie Tower, 81.
Cairneyflappet Castle, 521.
Cash Tower, 522 .
Clatto Castle, 306.
Crail, 137.
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Secular Buildings-continued.
Cunningham's Castle, 138.
Dreel Castle, 3 I.
Dunbog House, 195.
Dunimarl Castle, 165.
Glammis Castle, 352.
Kingsbarns Castle, 362.
Kirkland Tower, 490.
Lindores Castle, 10.
Macduff's Castle, 9.
Rires Castle, 316.
Stravithie Castle, 223.
Tayport, 258.
Sepulchral Monuments: see Tombstones, etc ..
Sedilia :
Balmbreich Castle, Chapel at, p. 148.
Blessed Mary of the Rock, St. Andrews, p. 227.
Lindores Abbey, p. 218.
St. Monans, p. 263.
Siegeworks, St. Andrews Castle, p. 255.
Stable, Falkland Palace, p. 141.
Staircases, Oak:
Kinross House, p. 301.
Melville House, p. 211.
Preston Lodge, Cupar, p. 90.
Wemyss Castle, p. 284.
Stalls, Oak, St. Andrews Parish Church, p. 220.
Standard Stone, Bordie Moor, 164.
Standing Stones: p. xxxi.
Balfarg (2),420.
Bandrum, 489.
Bogleys, 228.
Borestone, near Moor Cottage, 163.
" Clack-Mannan," 612.
Cowiefauld, 504.
Durie House, near, 494.
Earl's Seat, 540.
Easter Pitcorthie, 88.
Easter Pitcorthie, 208.
Fordell South Lodge, 189.
Gateside, 503.
Lundin Links, 379.
Newton, II7.
N. Glassmount (2), 346.
Orwell, 577.
Peekie, 478.
Sauchope, 128.
Skeith Stone, 331.
Strathendry, 390.
Torryburn, 526.
West Pitcorthie, 332.
SITES:

Alva Church, 604.
Wellfield House, 519.

Roman numerals i ndicate page of the

Dunino, 221.
Hawk Hill, 601.
Stone Circles and Cairn:
Balbirnie, 418.
Stone Coffins:
Anstruther Wester Parish Church, p. 25.
Culross Abbey, p. 74.
Dunfermline Abbey, p. III.
Lindores Abbey, p. 219.
St. Andrews Cathedral, p. 237.
Tullibody Parish Church, p. 308.
Stone Fragments:
Aberdour Parish Church, from lona, p. 17.
Inchcolm, 24.
Inchrye Abbey, 8.
Stone Rings, Creich, 145.
Strong Room, The Palace, Culross, pp. 79-80.
Sundials:
Aberdour Castle, p. 21.
Aberdour House, p. 17.
Alloa, 25 Kirkgate, p. 313.
Balcarres House, p. 164.
Balchrystie, 442.
Balcomie Castle, p. 63.
Balram, p. 21.
Carnock, Old Parish Church, p. 49.
Crail :
Near Harbour, p. 64.
The Tolbooth, p. 64.
Dunnikeir House, p. 182.
Kinross House, p. 301.
Leslie, p. 189.
Leslie Church, 393 (3).
Leven, 496.
Melville House, p. 212.
Pirfirrane Castle, p. 126.
Pitreavie House, p. 125.
St. Mary's College, p . 249.
St. Salvator's Church, p. 245.
Scotscraig, 255.
Wemyss Castle, Chapel Gardens, 542.
Symbol Stones: p. Iii.
Largo, 380.
Lindores Village, 6.
Scoonie, from, 495.
Walton, 167.
Tapestries, Melville House, p. 212.
Tennis Court, Falkland Palace, p. 141.
•
Terraces, Markinch Hill, 422.
Tiles, Church of the Blessed Mary of the Rock, St. Andrews,
p.227·
.. Tirling Pin," Dower House, Balcarres House, p. 164.
Tolbooths: see Secular Buildings.

Stocks, Fordell Castle, p. 96.
Stone Bowl, St. Mungo's Chapel, Culross, p. 77.
'stone Circles: p. xxxi.
Drumnod Wood, 324.
Lundin Links, 379.
SITES:

Cunninghar, " Druidical Temple," 619.

Tomb, Boulterhall, 270.
Tombstones and Other Memorial Slabs:
Abdie Old Parish Church, pp. 2-3.
Abercrombie Church, p. 261.
Anstruther Easter Parish Church, p. 23 .
Anstruther Wester Parish Church, p. 25.
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Tombstones and Other Memorial Slabs-continued.
Auchtertool Church, 51.
Bell's Brae, Orwell, p. 305.
Burntisland Parish Church, p. 39.
Carnock, Old Parish Church, pp. 49-50.
Ceres Church, Lindsay Vault, p. 55.
Crail Parish Church, pp. 60-1.
Culross Abbey, p. 74.
Dairsie Parish Church, p. 91.
Dunfermline Abbey, pp. 111-13, 120.
Elie Churchyard, 236.
Flisk Church, 260.
Inverkeithing Parish Church, p. 153.
Kettle Churchyard, 304.
Kilconquhar, p. 163.
Kilrenny Parish Church, p. 167.
Kingsbarns Parish Church, p. 176.
Kirkcaldy, Parish Church, p . 178.
Kirkton, Old Parish Church, p. 40.
Leuchars Parish Church, pp. 191-2.
Monimail Church, p. 210.
Overton Lodge, p. 280.
Pittenweem Parish Church, p. 225.
St. Andrews:
Cathedral, p. 237.
Cathedral Graveyard, 457.
Cathedral Museum, p. 239.
Church of the Blessed Mary of the Rock, p. 227.
Parish Church, pp. 226-7.
St. Leonard's Church, pp. 247-8.
St. Leonard's School, 479.
St. Salvator's Church, p. 245.
St. Bridget's Church, Dalgety, pp. 94-5.
St. Devenic's, p. 67.
St. Fillan's Church, Aberdour, p. 17.
St. Fillan's or Forgan Church, p. 150.
St. Michael's Church, Cupar, pp. 88-9.
Scoonie Church, p. 267.
Strathmiglo Churchyard, 507.
Tillicoultry House, 616.
Torryburn, Church, Craigfiower Estate, p. 273.
Tullibody, Parish Church, p. 308.
Tullibole Church, p. 291.
Trenches, Chancefield Wood, 247.
Tumuli: p. xxvii.
Gateside, 502.
Melville Moor, lI5.
Norrie's Law, 378.

Roman numerals indicate page of the

Corrinzion, 516.
Corston Mill, 518.
Craigkennochie, 78.
Craigton, 574.
Fairy Knowe, 570.
Little Raith, 48.
Lochend, Loch Gelly, 47.
Mountquhanie House, near, 326.
Pettycur, 348.
Pitcairn House, 396.
Raith Tower, 371.
Urnfields: see Bronze Age Cemeteries.
Urns: see Relics.
Wall, Painted, Denmuir Farm, p. 100.
Weather-vanes, Melville House, p. 211.
Wells:
Balcomie Castle, p. 63.
Balmerino Abbey, Monks' Well, p. 36.
Castle Campbell, p . 325.
Dunfermline Abbey, p . lI3.
Earlshall, p. 195.
Grey Friars, 481.
Naughton Castle, p. 37.
The Palace, Culross, p . 79.
Rosebery House, Inverkeithing, p. 157.
St. Andrews :
Castle, p. 255.
Cathedral, p. 234.
Dean's Court, p. 258.
Strathendry Castle, p. 188.
SITES:

Abbey Well, 451.
Abbot's Well, 12.
Cardinal Beaton's Well, 432 .
Crail, 139.
Falkland :
Lady Well, 250.
St. John's Well, 251.
Monk's Well, 13.
St. Margaret's Well, 67.
Tullibody:
The Lady's Well, 598.
The Priest's Well, 599.
Windmill, Hillhouse (?), p. 124.
Witches' Stone, 213.

SITES:

Aithernie Den, near, 497.
Balhelvie, 262.
Burntisland, 78.
Calais Muir, 215.
Chesterhill Mound, 44.

Yetts:
Anstruther Easter, 32.
Pitfirrane Castle, p. 126.
Pitreavie House, p. 124.
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